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Hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces,   or 
Republic  of  Holland. 

S  E  C  T-    L 

Containing  ajhort  defcriptim  of  Holland ;  a  charaSir 
of  the  people  \  a  view  of  the  different  departments  of 
the  republican  government  -,  of  the  commerce  of  the  pro* 
vinces\  religion^  &c.  Sec. 

A  Variety  of  circumftances  confpire  in  rendering  the' 
/-\  hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces  entertaining  and 
-*"  -^  inftrudivc.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
have  ever  been  celebrated  for  their  valour,  their  perfeve- 
rance,  and  love  of  liberty,  which  remain  unaltered  amidft 
I  the  viciffitudes  of  time,  and  the  moft  fmgular  reverfes  of 
fortune.  The  extraordinary  'revolutions,  the  complex  form 
of  the  eftabliihed  government,  the  opulence,  commerce, 
artificial  beauty,  and  other  peculiarities  of  this  country,  as 
well  as  the  induftry,  frugality,  temperance,  fimplicity,  and 
natural  difpbfition  of  the  people,  merit  the  utmoft  at- 
tention of  the  politician   and  philofopher.    It  is  not  the 
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province  of  the  hiftorian*  to  enter  deeply  upon  fucU  re- 
fearches;  but  our  plan  requires  that  we  fhould  fketch 
the  outlines  of  the  fituation,  conftitution,  and  whatever 
regards  the  prefent  date  of  the  country^  pievious  to  an 
hiftorical  detail* 
Geogra-         The  Unitfd  Prammes,  or  Rtpublic  ef  Hpilandj  confifis  of 
fhy,  fitua-  the  northern  part  of  tt^  N^herknds^  borHered  to  the  twxth 
iioHy  cli'    by  Flanders^  Brabanty  Flemifli  GuelderlaTidy  and  the  duchy. 
matey  IS c^^  of  Clevts ;  on  the  eaft,  the  frontiers  extend  to  the  terri* 
^i  p       '*^*7  of  Embdeny  and  thebifhopric  of  Munjiery  while  fome 
ted  Fro-    portion  of  the  northern  fldrts,  and  t^  whole    weftern 
^^^^*       coaft,  ^rc  waflied  by  the  German  ocean ;  we  include  not 
theconquefts  of  the  Republic^  which  are  precarious  and 
,  eventual.  ,   The  whole  country  ia  delightfully  watered, 

*  and  divided  byjarge  rivers,  fine  canals,  ^nd  extenfive  lakes, 
that  prefent  a  fcene  exquifitely  beautiful  and  aftonilbing 
to  the  eye  of  a  firanger.  From  this  happy  difpofition  of 
land  and  water,  Hdlland  derives  the  utihoft  commercial 
advantagies  :  domeftic  induftry  is  promoted  by  the  fiju:ility 
of  carriage)  and  foreign  trade  abfolutely  required  from  the 
fmall  proportion  of  fertile  foil,  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants. No  part  of  Europe^  of  the  fame  exten;,  contains 
half  the  number  of  beautiful  cities,  townsi  and  villages, 
all  diftinguiihed  by  an  air  of  neatnefs  peculiar  to  Holland. 
Every  ftreet,  we  may  fay  every  farm,  is  bordered  by  a  canal; 
ihips  and  houfes  are  almoft.every  wh^re  blei^ded  together, 
and  h^lf  the  people  feem  to  live  upon  the  waters.  Some 
^  inconveniencies  however  attend  the  natural  fituation  of  the 
provinces.  To  render  the  foil  fertile,  it  is  ufual  at  certain 
feafons  to  open  the  fluices,  and  overflow  great  part  of  the 
country ;  when  the  .waters  are  drawn  off,  heaps  of  mud 
and  (lime  remain,  which  impregnate  the  air  with  noxious 
exhalations,  produdive  of  various  difcafes.  This  de- 
fefi  in  the  atmofphere  is  however  confiderably  corrcQed  by 
frequent  fharp  and  keen  eafterly  winds,  that  purify  the  air, 
but  on  account  of  their  fuddcnnefs  and  feyerity  prove  dan- 
gerous to  the  human  conftitution.  Sir  Williaq^  Tepiplc, 
an  accurate  obferver,  relates,  that  he  has  feen  a  moid 
hot  fouthern  wind  inftantly  yield  to  chilling  Qafteri;i  blafts, 
without  any  intermediate  temperature :  in  his  own  words, 
they  fucpeed  like  the  cold  and  hot  fits  of  an  ague.  We 
may  likewife  reckon  among  the  inconveniencies  of  Hollandy 
the  great  obftru6iion  to  commerce^  from  the  long  and  ri- 
gorous frofts  which  entirely  fhut  up  the  .canals ;  and 
the  extreme  flatneis  of  the  lands,  funk  below  the  level  of 
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^^ajers,  and  fecured  from  inundations  by  vaft  dykes,  kepi 
in  repair  at  a  prodigious  expence.* 

As  to  the  manners  of  the  people,  like  thofe  of  every  cbara^er 
other  natiori,  they  are  influenced  by,the  dirtiate  and  ^^ofthtFeo-^ 
nature  of  the  government.  Cold,  phlegtiiatic,  uninven-^/^. 
tivej  and  brutal,  they  profecute  ev/ery  tpeafure  with  inde- 
fatigable perfeverance,  and  accomplKh  the  tnoft  arduous 
attempts,  without  a  fpark  of  genius,  of  liberality,  or  the 
true  fprrit  of  enterprife  ;  by  the  fingle  virtue  of  patience 
they  have  become  proficients  in  fcienCe  and  the  arts.  Hol^ 
lam  has  produced  poets,  painters,  and  fculptbrs  \  wits  of 
the  iifft  clais  liaye  ftarted  up^  .like  grapes  in  Siberia^  con- 
trary to  the  ufual  courfe  of  nature  ;  but  thefe  are  pheno- 
mena which  appear  with  comets,  otily  once  in  a  century^ 
to  excite  the  aftonifhment  of  mankind.  In  general,,  every 
paifion,  every  appetite,  except  that  of  gain,  feems  extin- 
guiOied;  quarrels  are  feldom  feen,  unlefs  occaiioned  by 
drunkennefs ;  jealoufy  is  never  felt,  and  love  unknown  a- 
mong  Dutchmen.  The  dulnefs  and  infenfibility  of  the 
Batavians  becaitie  proverbial  among  the  ancients;  their 
defcendants  are  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  by  the  moderns  for 
their  want  of  feeling,  of  refinement,  and  of  paifion.  The 
reader  will  form  a  fufficient  idea  of  thei  ilational  charadier 
from  a  fingle  obfervation  of  Sir  fVilHam  T'efnpk.  **  I  have 
^*  known,  fays  that  ingenious  writer,  a  man  employed 
•*  foiir  and  twenty  years  about  the  making  and  perfeding  si 
*'  globe,  and  another  thirty  in  the  inlaying  of  a  table."''  Ih 
a  word*,  invincible  patience,  and  an  invariable  attachment 
to  felf-intereft,  are  the  lineaments  that  diftinguifh  and 
mark  the  chara(5):er  of  a  Hollander.  Spain  h^s  had  proofs  of 
-their  courage,  France  has  experienced  their  arrogance,  and 
Greai  Britain  ftill  bears  ihameful  and  unrevenged  marks  of 
their  avarice  and  cruelty. 

The    government   of  the    republic  has    in    it   {om^- Govern- ^ 
thing  no  lefs  peculiar  than  the  temper  of  the  Inhabitants ;  mentoftht 
we  can  indeed  eafily  trace  the  latter  in  the  former,     Caii-  cities. 
tion  and  phltgmatic  prudence  appear  iii  their  fedioiis  de- 
liberations, a  fblicitous  regard  to  freedom  ih  every  part 
of  the  conftitution  3  compofed  of  feven  foveteign  prdvin* 
CCS,  eaeh  enjoying  its  own  independent  privileges,   the 
ftate  may  be  termed  a  confederacy,  united  by  one  common 
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inter  eft,  and  founded  upon  the  leagUe  formed  at  XJirecht^ 
to  oppofc  the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of  Philip  II.  Kiuel^ 
derlandy  Holland^  Zealand^  tftrechty  Overyjfel^  Gromngerty 
and  Friejland^  are  all  feparate  republics,  acknowledging  no 
authority,  fubordinate  to  no  other  po\yer  than  that  vcfted 
In  their  particular  ftates ;  even  thj  provinces  are  divided 
into  fmaller  republics.  Every  city  poffefles  certain  fove- 
reign  privileges  ;  and  in  the  provincial  ftates  refolutions 
are  formed,  not  by  a  majority,  but  concurrence  of  voices. 
The  provincial  ftates  cannot  fcize  an  offender,  pardon  a 
crime,  or  frame  laws,  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  9  city. 
Every  thing  relative  to  itfelf,  and  unconneded  with  the 
reft  of  the  provinces,  is  tranfadled  by  its  own  magiftrates  : 
for  inftance,  the  fovereign  authority  refides  in  the  fenate 
of  each  city ;  the  office  of  fenator  continues  for  life,  and 
formerly  the  members  of  this  fupreme  court  were  clefted 
by  the  freemen  ^nd  burghers :  now  the  power  of  filling  va- 
cant places  is  in  the  ftanding  fenate  3  whence  the  govern- 
ment of  each  city  is  ariftocratical.  From  this  it  maybe 
fuppofed,  that  the  people  have  abfolutely  furrendered  their 
privileges ;  but  when  we  confider  the  check  given  to  this 
oligarchy  by  the  annual  burgomafters,  the  fmall  emolu- 
ment of  office,  the  fimplicity  required  in  magiftrates,  their 
numerous  conneiSlions  with  the  body  of  the  people,  we  fliall 
find  that  liberty  is  ftridllyguarded,  while  the  inconveniencies 
of  tumultuous  aflemblies  are  avoided.  It  would  be  defcend-  • 
jng  to  a  tedious  minutenefs  to  enter  upon  a  defcription  of 
each  particular  city-office ;  fufficiept  it  is,  that  burgomas- 
ters are  elefted  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  fenate  \  that 
they  prefide  by  turns,  that  they  reprefent  the  dignity  of  the 
government,  and  fupport  the  honour  of  the  city  upon  all 
occafipns  \  that  they  difpofe  of  all  inferior  offices,  iffue  out 
money  from  the  common  treafury,  for  the  fafety,  conve- 
nience, and  all  the  expences  of  the  city.  Great  truft, 
dignity,  and  authority,  are  annexed  to  this  office  ;  yet 
the  falary  fcarce  amounts  to  60 1.  per  annum '^  nor  do  the 
burgomafters  aflume  more  ftate  than  ordinary  citizens  in 
their  habits,  their  attendance,  their  tables,  or  any  part  of 
their  domeftic  condu£t.*= 
Pr&mt'  yhe  provincial  ftates  ar6  compofed  of  deputies  chofejqi 
€ia^fiiius,  ]yy  ^hg  fenate.  Here  is  lodged  the  fovereign  power,  and 
in  certain  cafes  an  appeal  from  the  city-judicatures.  The 
reader  will  entertain  a  clearer  idea  of  the  whole,   by  tra- 
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cing  the  regulations  of  a  particular  province.  In  Holland 
the  fovereignty  of  the  province  is  reprefented  by  nineteen 
deputies,  chofen  out  of  the  nobility,  the  fenators,  and  ma- 
giftrates  ;  the  nobles  have  only  one  voice,  the  citits  eigh- 
teen, according  to  the  number  called  Stemms,  Amjlerdam 
has  but  a  fingle  voice  in  the  ftates,  and  the  fmalleft  city  in 
the  province  enjoys  the  fame  prerogative.  Though  the  no- 
bility poflefs  but  one  vote  in  the  ftates,  yet  is  their  influ- 
ence very  confiderable,  having  in  their  hands  the  vaft  em- 
ployments civil  and  military,  the  dire(9:ion  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  revenue,  the  right  of  fending  deputies  to  the  ftates 
general,  and  the  nomination  of  a  counfellor  in  the  two  fu- 
preme  courts  of  judicature.  The  votes  and  fentiments  ot 
the  nobility  are  delivered  by  the  penfioner  of  Holland^ 
who  aflifts  at  all  the  previous  deliberations.  Notvirith- 
ftanding  the  vaft  credit  of  the  penfioner's  office,  he  is  but 
the  fcrvant  of  tie  province,  and  takes-  place  behind  all  the 
deputies  ;  yet  from  the  perpetual  duration  of  his  employ- 
ment, the  feat  he  holds  in  the  feveral  provincial  affemblies, 
his  colle^ing  opinions,  digefting  refolutions,  propofmg  all 
fubjeds  of  deliberation,  and,  above  all,  afliiming  a  power 
to  determine  whether  any. important  affair,  on  which  the 
benefit  or  prejudice  of  the  ftate  highly  depends,  fliall  be 
jConcluded  by  a  majority  of  voices,  give  the  penfior\pr  the 
utmoft  confequence  in  the  republic.  This  is  the  general 
ftheme  of  government  in  all  the  provinces  5  but  with  cer- 
tain peculiarities  in  each,  for  which  the  reader  muft  con-* 
fult  political  writers.  There  is  no  certain  rule  for  the  fit- 
ting of  the  ftates  in  all  the  provinces  5  in  Holland  they  af- 
femble  at  the  Hague  in  the  months  of  February^  "June^  Sep* 
Umber  J  and  November  ;  in  the  three  firft  feffions  all  vacan- 
cies are  filled  up,  forms  renewed,  and  taxes  adjufted;  in  a 
word,  the  general  gbcd  and  regulation  of  the  province  is 
debated  :  the  laft  fitting  is  exprefsly  fet  afide  for  determin- 
ing the  proportion  of  charges,  to  be  fupported  by  the  pro- 
vince, With  refpedl  to  the  whole  republic.  On  extraordi- 
nary occafions,  the  provincial  ftates  are  convoked  by  the 
commiilioned  counfellors,  or  Gecommiteerde  Raaden^  properly 
a  provincial  council  of  ftate,  compofed  of  a  deputy  from 
.the  nobles,  one  from  each  of  the  chief  cities,  and  one  from 
every  three  of  the  lefler  towns.  This  council  fits  con- 
ftantly  at  the  Hague^  prepares  bufinefs  for  the  provincial 
ftates,  and  executes  their  refolutions.  The  general  re- 
venues of  the  provinces  are  managed  by  a  chamber  of  ac- 
counts, who,  befides  this  truft,  have  the  abfolute  direc- 
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don  of  the  ancient  demefnes,  without  being  que(tioneJ1}7 
the  ftates.  A  number  of  inferior  regulations  and  circum- 
ilances  peculiar  to  each  province  take  place  ;  but  it  is  our 
defign  to  exhibit  only  the  general  plan  of  the  feveral  de^* 
parjpments  that  coofipofe  the  republic.*^ 
States  Ge»  'jJv'c  come  now  to  the  union  of  the  fevenfovcreign  pror 
^'^f^h  yinces,  which  may  aptly  be  compared  to  the  league  of 
feveral  princes,  formed  for  their  mutual  fecurity,  repofe^ 
and  defence ;  each  preferves  his  own  fovereignty,  while 
he  enters  upon  certain  engagements  peculiar  to  the  con- 
federacy ;  they  arc  united  into  one  body  by  treaty,  hut 
they  are  feparated  by  their  particular  privileges :  no  one 
has  the  right  of  impofing  laws,  or  interfering  in  the  govern- 
ment of  another ;  bi;t  he  is  abfolute  in  what  does  not 
refpeft  the  league,  and  within  his  own  jurifdiftion.  Some 
politiciatu  have  fuppofed  the  ftates  general  pofleilcd  of 
Sovereign  authority,  becaufe  they  are  compofed  of  deputies? 
from  the  provinces  that  form  the  repubi  ic,  and  receive  foreign 
ambafladors  y  but  it  mufl:  be  confidered,  that  the  office  of 
deputy  continues  but  for  a  limited  time,  that  the  periods  of 
their  deputation  are  fixed  by  the  provinces,  and  that  they 
9re  incapable  of  coming  to  any  resolution  without  confult7 
jng  their  conftituents,  and  receiving  their  authority  :  out 
of  th^  deputies  are  formed  three  feveral  colleges,  the  ftates 
general,  the  council  of  ftate,  ai>d  the  chamber  of  accounts, 
which  are  to  the  republic  in  general,  or  the  union  of  the 
feven  provinces,,  what  the  departments  of  the  fame  names 
are  to  each  proWnce.  To  the  ftates  general,  the  provinces 
fend  two  or  more  members  at  pleafure ;  by  this  no  variatioii 
is  made  in  the  determinations  of  the  ftates,  as  refolutions 
\  are  formed  upon  the  vote^  of  the  provinces,  and  not  the 
voices  of  the  deputies.  Should  a  province  feiid  twenty  depu- 
ties, ftill  it  poflefles  but  one  voice.  Almoft  all  tne  pror 
yinces  differ  in  the  time  limited  to  their  deputies  ;  one 
fends  for  a  year,  another  for  more,  afid  fome  for  life. 
Holland  fends  to  the  (lates  general  one  of  heir  Jiobles, 
who  is  perpetual,  two  deputies  froni  the  eight  principal 
towns  of  the  province,  one  from  North  Holland^  two  from 
Jthe  provincial  council  of  ftate^,  and  the  penfioner.  lEvery 
province  prefides  in  turn  for  a  week,  and  is  reprefented  by 
the  perfon  beft  qualified  among  her  deputies.  This  pre- 
jtidcnt  is  feated  at  the  middle' of  a  long  table,  the  greffier 

<*Basnage,  cap.  iv.   Introduftion.     Temple,  cap.  ii/    Le 
gi,ERC,  p.  3.     Pref.  .' 
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or  fecretary  at  the  bottom  ;  and  a  foreign  ambaffador  ad- 
mitted to  an  audience,  takes  his  place  oppofite  to  the  pre- 
fident.   Thegreffier,  by  order  of  the  prefident,  reads  all 

J)apers,propo{es  the  queftion,  calls  the  votes  ;  then  the  pre- 
ident  concludes ;   or  fliould  he  refufe  determining  by  3 

plurality,  his  place  is  filled  up  by  the  prefident  of  the  enfuing 
week.     In  this  channel  do  all  common  affairs  flow  ;  but 
in  cafes  of  peace  and  war,  of  foreign  alliances,  of  railing* 
or  coiniqg  money,  or  where  the  privileges  of  the  provinces 
are  concerned,  tnen  each  diflinft  province  or  niember  of     , 

the  union  tnuft  be  confulted,  his  afTent  procured,  and  no- 
thing determined  by  majority.  Never  but  ill  one  in- 
fiance  has  this  conflitution  been  infringed.     In  the  year 

j66S ySirff^illiam  Temple W2iS  ^difpatched  by  Charles  II.  to 
form  the  triple  alliance  ;  in  executing  this  commifSon,  the 
utmoft  fecrecy  and  difpatch  were  neceflfary  :  had  the  bufinefs 
paiTed  through  the  ufual  forms,  the  fcheme  of  the  alliance 
would  have  been  fruflrated  by  foreign  miniilers,  whofe 
duty  and  interefl  it  was  tooppofe  it.  Engaging  the  voice  / 
of  one  city  would  have  efFeftually  baffled  all  the  fchemes 
of  the  Britljh  minifler ;  but  he  had  the  ability  and  ad- 
.  drefs  fo  powerfully  to  enforce  the  neceffity  of  expedition, 
that  the  flates  general  concluded  three  treaHes,  formed 
and  figned  ipflruments  in  the  fpace  of  five  days,  without 
confulting  th^  provinces,  agreeable  to  the  efTontial  laws 
of  their  conflitution.  In  this,  however,  the  deputies  ha- 
zarded their  lives ;  for  had  the  provinces  difapprovcd  their 
proceedings,  their  heads  would  have  been  the  forfeit.*. 

Another  department  relative  to  the 'general  union  of  the  ^^««^'*  ^f 
provinces,  is  the  council  of  flate,  compofed  of  deputies  ^^^* 
from  each  province ;  here  the  number  deputed  i?  fixed  and 
invariable.  Holland  knds  three  ;  Guelderland^\Zealandy  and 
Utrecht^  two  each ;  Friejland^  Overyjfel^  and  Groningeny  a 
deputy  for  each  province  ;  the  whole  council  iamountingto 
twelve  members.  Matters  are  concluded  by  the  perfonal, 
not  the^provincial  voices  ;  and  every  deputy  has  his  turn 
in  prefiding.  Formerly  the  power  of  aflembling  the  ftates 
general  refided  in  this  council ;.  it  alfo  reprefentcd  the 
ftates  general  during  their  recefs,  executed  their  re- 
foliitions,  and  judged  of  the  neceffity  of  their  meeting.. 
At  the  earl  of  Leicejiet^s  refignation,  the  provincial  ftatea 
obtained  a. power  of  continuing  the  flates  general  by  their 
conftant  refpediive  deputies,  under  pretence  ©f  the  ^oo 

«  Auft,  dtat  ibid. 
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great  authority  refiding  in  the  council  of  ftate,  who  to 
prolong  and  augment  their  own  power  feldom  convo* 
ked  the  ftates  general.  At  prefent  the  bufinefs  of  the 
cbuncil  of  ftate  may  be  reduced  to  five  clafles :  their  deli-* 
berations  regarding  the  fecurity,  defence,  and  protection 
of  the  Aate ;  and  the  operations  of  the  war :  the  orders 
for  marching  the  troops,  the  regulation  of  military  difci* 
pline,  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fortifications,  maga^ines^ 
&c.  and  the  admin idration  of  the  finances,  and  proportions 
of  the  feveral  provinces  to  fupport  the  general  expence  of 
government.  With  refpeft  to  the  operations  of  war,  the 
council  always  confults  with  the  flates  general,  except 
when  profound  fecrecy  and  difpatch  are  required.  The 
power  of  the  council  over  the  fortifications  extends  only 
to  thofe  places  conquered  fince  the  union  of  Utrechty  and 
the  provinces  of  OveryM  and  Guelderland^  which  are 
deemed  the  frontiers,  in  a  word,  this  council  fuperin- 
tends  the  army,  the  garrifons,  the  public  revenues,  and 
the  contributions  raifed  in  the  enemy's  country.  At  the 
clofe  of  the  year  it  forms  a  (ketch  of  the  fupplies  for  the 
current  year,  which  it  prefents  by  way  of  petition  to  the 
ftates  general ;  implying  by  the  name,  a  requeft  rather 
than  a  demand  upon  the  provinces,  with  which  they  may 
cither  comply  or  not,  as  they  fee  reafonable.  Befxdes  the 
deputies,  the  ftadthoider  has  a  feat  and  vofb  in  this  coun- 
cil;  but  he  is  excluded  the  prefidency:  at  prefent  the 
treafurer-general  has  a  feat,  but  only  a  deliberative  voice. 
We  need  not  enter  into  particulars  ;  enough  has  been  faid 
to  point  out  the  nature  of  this  department/ 

Chamber        To  eafe  the  council  of  ftate,  and  fupport  a  part  of  the 

pfaccomu,  load  of  public  bufxriefs,  the  chamber  of  accounts  was 
crecjled  by  confent  of  the  feven  united  provinces  :  its 
firft  inftitution  was  in  the  year  1607,  it  was  confirmed  in 
1622,  and  confiderably  extended  in  1651.  It  is  compo* 
fed  of  two  deputies  from  each  province,  making  in  all  four- 
teen. It  ftates  and  examines  the  accounts  of  all  the  re- 
ceivers, pafTes  the  accounts  of  the  admiralty,  and  regifters 
the  orders  of  the  council  of  ftate,  with  refpe<3;  to  the 

^       J      finances. 6 

£^lralt[     ^^  ^^^  conclujde  our  defcription  of  the  government  of 

^^     ^'  thQ  United  Provinces^  with  mentioning  one  more  depart^^- 

ment  of  confiderable  importance  j  wc  mean  the  council  of 

admiralty,  in  which  the  abfolute  diredion  of  liaval  affairs 

^  Id.  ibid,  ?Basnao£»  cap.  xiii. 
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relides.  When  the  ftatcs  general,  by  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil of  ftate,  has  deftincd  a  fleet  upon  any  enterprife,  and 
determined  its  force  and  number,  all  the  reft  devolvesr  upon 
the  admiralty,  which  is  divided  into  five  departments,  or 
different  councils,  cemented  however  by  certain  bonds  of 
union.  The  province  of  Holland  enjoys  the  benefit  of 
three  of  thefe  courts,  Zealand  has  one,  and  Friejland  an- 
other: each  is  compofed  of  feven  deputies,  four  chofen 
out  of  the  province  where  the  council  refides,  and  three  no- 
minated by  the  other  provinces.  Here  the  admiral,  or,  in 
his  abfence,  the  vice-admiral  prefidcs.  Befides  the  tare  of 
equipping  fleets,  and  ifluing  out  money  for  naval  fervices, 
the  admiralty  has  a  judicative  power,  taking  cognizance  oif 
all  crimes,  frauds,  and  piracies  committed  on  the  high 
fcas  ;  or  in  the  payment  or  colleftion  of  the  duties  upon  - 
merchandife.  The  revenue  arifing  from  commerce  is 
wholly  appropriated  to  the  purpofes  of  the  navy.  One  cir- 
cumftance  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  that  fully  dif- 
plays  the  precaution  of  the  government  againfl:  corruption, 
or  bias  from  confanguinity,  or  other  attachments,  is,  that 
no  perfon  related  in  the  third  degree,  influenced  by  de- 
pendence or  obligation,  can  ever  be  deputed  members  of 
the  admiralty.  This  is  an  indifpenfible  law,  and  deemed 
fo  eflTential,  that  all  petitions  for  its  abolition  have  been 
conftantly  rejeSed.  When  a  deputy  is  appointed,  he 
muft  fwear  before  the  ftates  general,  that  he  was  eiecSled 
by  fair  fufFfage,  without  the  leaft  exertion  of  undue  influ- 
'  cnce  or  corruption,  bribes  or  promifes ;  that  he  will  re- 
ligioufly  obey  the  orders  iflued  out  by  the  ftates  general, 
in  concurrence  with  the  provincial  ftates ;  in  a  word,  that 
he  will  promote,  with  all  his  ability,  the  general  gooH  of  his 
country,  without  favour  or  attachment  to  any  particu- 
lar province.'* 

The  dignity  of  ftadtholder,  though  not  eflential  to  the  Qf.t  ^  ^ 
ebvernment  of  the  republic,  is  however  fo  important  to  its    \    ^ J^' 
iecurity,  upon  certam  occafions,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  padttoU 
omitted  in  a  defcription  of  the  political  machine.     This  fo-  ^^^ 
vereign  oflice  would  feem  to  owe  its  birth  to  the  nature  of 
the  government,  in  which  all  deliberations  are  fo  tedious,  as 
frequently  to  endanger  the  ftate.     To  remedy  this  defe<9t, 
a  ftadtholder  was  created  in  Holland^  as  formerly  a  didator 
at  Rome^  to  anfwer  prefent  exigencies,  and  expedite  mea- 
fures.     In  the  Jong  wa^  with  Philip  11.  the  infant  republic 

^^Basnagb,  cap.  XXXV* 
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flood  in  want  of  a  head  to  fupport  tottering  libert;,  and 
oppofc  the  powerful  cfForts  of  the  houfe  of  Aujlria.  WiU 
liam  I.  prince  of  Brange^  appeared  of  all  men  the  beA  calcu* 
lated  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  republic.  He  was  then 
governor  of  three  provinces,  Holland^  Zealandy  and  Utrecht^ 
his  ability  confeiTed  ;  his  deteuation  of  tyranny,  and  ardent 
'  love  of  freedom,  had  rendered  him  the  darling  of  the  people. 

He  had  expofed  himfelf  to  the  greateft  dangers  in  the  pub- 
lic fervice  ;  he  had  formed  the  nobleft  defigns,  and  execut- 
ed them  with  a  vigour  and  intrepidity,  that  juftly  entitled 
him  to  the  chara<Ser  of  a  patriot,  hero,  and  ftatelman. 
Thefe  qualities,  and  the  neceflities  of  the  ilate,  raifed 
William  to  the  tlignity  of  ftadtholder,  ^ith  the  following 
rights  and  privileges  annexed.  He  was  captain-genera! 
of  the  forces  of  the  republic,  by  fea  and  land  ;  he  difpofizd 
of  all  commiffions  in  the  army  and  navy  ;  he  direded  the 
operations  of  war,  and  led  the  troops  in  battle ;  he  had  a 
feat,  but  not  a  voice,  in  the  ftates-rgeneral ;  he  was  prcfi- 
dent  of  the  council  of  ftate  ;  but  to  retrench  his  authority, 
and  fet  bounds  to  the  extenfion  of  the  ftadtholder's  power, 
a  council  was  given  him,  compofed  of  deputies,  from  the 
flates-general,  and  the  council  of  ftate,  who  Attended  him 
into  the  field,  and  concerted  with  him  all  the  operations  of 
the  campaign.  Such  was  the  origin,  and  fuch  the  author 
rity  veftcd  in  the  ftadtholder.  We  (hall  have  occafion  to 
mention  further  particulars  in  the  courfe  of  our  narrative  j 
what  ftrange  revolutions,  tumults,  and  diflenfions  this  dig- 
nity produced  ;  how  it  was  aboliihed  by  a  perpetual  edid^, 
and  afterwards  made  hereditary  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Orange^. 
Ofthi  Whatever  furprize  the  texture  of  this  conftitution,  the 

commerce    nature  of  the  country,   and  the  difpofition  of  the  people, 
cftbe  U-    may  excite,  we  (hall  find  ftill  greater  caufe  of  afionifliment 
ijitcdPro-  in  the  prodigious  commiprciar  power  and  wealth  of  the 
yinces.       United  Provinces,    Politicians  remark,  that  the  moft  fruitful 
countries  are  feldom  the  richeft.     The  neceftaries  of  life 
(hooting  up  almoft  fpontaneoufly,  render  the  toil  and  la- 
bour of  the  inhabitants  unneceflary^  This  damps  the  fpirit  of 
•  cnterprife,  checks  that  ardour  excited  by  neceffity,  and  ren- 

ders mankind  indolent,  becaufe  they  can  live  .without  in- 
duftry  or  danger.  In  the  poverty  of  the  United  Provinces 
we  mall  find  the  caufes  of  the  vaft  ftrides  they  made  to 
opulence  and  grandeur.     The  country,  in  a  manner,  pro- 


^  Basnage,  cap,  xiv.  de  Chron.  introd,  p.  8. 
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^uces  nothing  but  pafture ;  at  ]«aft  the  produce  is  very  itk^ 
^adequate  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  imthenie 
xoncourfe  of  cities,  towns,  and  villages.     Of  the  feven* 
only  three  are  maritime  provinces,  and  fit  for  the  purpofes 
X>f  compierce.  Not  a  fingle  material  for  (hip-building  is  the 
growth  of  the  Netherlands ;  the  Dutch  afe  forced  to  penetrate 
almoft  t6  the  frigid  zone  for  the  fundamental  requifites  of 
navigation.   Even  the  harbours  of  the  United  Provinces  are 
incommodious.    The  difadvantages  of  the  7^;r^/ are  well 
known.     At  Hehoetfluys  nature  has  formed  a  large  bafon 
x>f  water,  defended  from  ftorms  by  a  variety  of  little  en-^ 
circling  ifiands  $  but  accef$  is  rendered  difficult  and  dan* 
^eiious  by  large  fand-banks  and  ridges,  that  cannot  be 
paiTed  without  pilots.     The  harbour  of  Flufhing^  though  it 
lias  fome  advantages, -is  greatly  expofed  to  ftorms  and  temr- 
pefts.     From  Poland^  and  other  northj^rn  countries,-  the 
Dutchy  for  a  long  time,    drew  the   neceffaries    of  life. 
Still  they  are  fupported  in  thefe  by  dint  of  traffic.     No 
country  in  Europe  is  fo  loaded  with  taxes.    Every  commo- 
dity, every  neceffary,  pays  a  duty,  to  fupport  the  unavoid- 
able expenccs  of  the  government.     War,  the  cruelleft 
£nemy  to  induftry,  has  proved  friendly  to  Holland,  During 
a  bloody  conteft,  that  continued  forty  years,  the  republic 
attained  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  grandeur.  Under*  fuch  inauf- 
picious  circumftances  did  this  common-wealth  launch  out  in 
the  purfuit  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The  civil  wars  in 
France^  the  trbuWes  in  Germany^  and  the  religious  perfecu- 
tions  in  every  part,  crouded  the  Provinces  with  ingenious 
mechanics  and  artifts  ;  becaufe  here  they  might  pradife  the 
diSates  of  cdnfcience,  and  enjoy  the  frqits  of  induftry,  in 
fecurity  and  repofe.     New  manufaSures  were  every  day 
eredled;  and  trades,  too  big  for  the  wealth  of  individuals, 
.condufted  to  advantage  by  joint  ftocks.     The  deftru£lion 
o^  Antwerp  was  the  gfeateft  advantage  to  Holland  i  it  open- 
ed markets,  before  wholly  engroffed  by  that  opulent  city. 
When  Philip  IL  came  into  poileflion  of  Portugal^  he  prohi- 
bited the  inhabitants  from  trading  with  his  rebellious  fub- 
jefts  of  the  United  Pnjvinces.     This,  inftead  of  anfwering 
the  king's  defign,  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  republic. 
It  gave  fpur  to  her  induftry,  and  forced  her  to  attempt  s| 
trade  direftly  with  the  Eafi-Indies.     The  India  commerce 
was  put  into  the  hands  o/  a  company,  and  managed  with 
fo  much  prudence,  induftry,  and  oeconomy,  that,  in  the- 
fpace  of  fix  years,  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
yvas  increafed  to  i>x  millions  fterling,  after  clearing  all 

(charge^ 
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charges  and  cxpences.     After  this,  the  cpmpany  rofe  with 
inconceivable  rapidity  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and  though 
the  profits  have  been  long  diminiflied,  yet,  in  point  of 
wealth,  dominion,  and  real  power,  the  i>utcb  Eafl-India 
company  is  now  infinitely  beyond  any  other  commercial 
eflablifhment,  and  a  potent  ilate  of  itfelf,  taken  indepen* 
clantof  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.  The  governor- 
general  of  Batavia  has  the  court,  the  ftate,  fplendor,  and 
appointments  of  a  fovereign  prince.     He  makes  war  ^nd 
peace  at  pleafure ;  can  afiemble  an  army,  upon  the  fibortefl: 
notice,  of  thirty  thoufand  men  ^  and  equip  a  fleet  of  fifty 
fail  of  the  line,  without  building  a  fingle  vefTel  ^.     The 
fuccefs  of  the  fifheries,  of  the  Levant  trade,  begun  under 
the  aufpicesof  Henry  IV.  o{ France y  and  of  the  Eaft-India 
company,  gave  birth  to  a  company  for   conducting  the 
trade  to  the  Weji -Indies  ;  which  fet  out  with  an  unexpeS- 
cd  tide  of  fortune,   and  would  have  afcended  by  continued 
progreffion,  had  not  the  large  dividends  made,  the  eager 
purfuit  of  coriqueft,   and  the  neglect  of  the  regular  courfe 
of  traffic,  ruined  that  commerce.     The  Dutch  were  driven 
out  of  the  Braftlsy  whence  the  Portuguefe  drew  fuch  im- 
menfe  treafures.     Still,  however,  the  IVeJi-India  company 
is  poflllTed  of  feveral  important  fettlements  in  Africa^  of 
fome  valuable  iflands  in  the  Wejl- Indies^  of  the  profitable 
cfi-ablifhment  at  Surinam^  and  of  feveral  latc-eftabliihed 
fa6t:ories  on  the  continent  of  &outh  America,     We  havp 
elfewhere  treated  fo  largely  of  the  Dutch  Eaji-India  com- 
mefce,  that  to  add  would  be  to  render  it  prolix.     Upon  the 
whole,   next  to  that  of  Great -Britain^  the  tradis  of  the 
United  Provinces  is  certainly  the  greateft  5  and  that  of  the 
India  company  alone  equal  in  value  to  half  the  commerce 
of  Europe,     As  to  the  prefent  low  condition  of  Holland^  as 
a  maritime  power,  her  temporizing,  {huffing,  and  fupine 
indolence,  we  fhall  advance  no  conjeftures.     We  take  up 
the  pen  as  hiftorians,  not  as  profefled  political  writers. 
Of  the  re^      To  conclude  this  fketch  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
ligion  of    United  Provincesy  we  fhall  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  re- 
tkeVtii'    ligion,  the  femote  caufe  of  the  grandeur  of  the  republic, 
ted  Pro-     The  reftraint  on  confcience,  the  eftablifho^ent  of  the  inqui-   1 
vinces.       fition,  and  the  bloody  perfecution  of  heretics,  excited  the 
revolt  of  the  Provinces^  in  the  reign  of  Philip  II.     The  re- 
formifls  were  unanimous  only  in  denying  the  papal  fupre- 
macy,  and  reducing  belief  from  the  authority  of  tradition 

^  Basnage,  cap.  xxxvj.    Univ.  Hiil.>oI.  x.  bookxiv. 
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to  that  of  fcripture.  In  a  variety  of  other  circumftances 
they  differed,  particularly  with  refpe6);  to  diiciplioe.  Every 
leading  dofbor  formed  a  (tSt  j  and  reiigious  fe<^aries  be* 
came  as  numerous  in  Germany ^  France^  and  the  Netherlands.,  . 
as  fcholars  of  rival  fchools  had  ever  been  in  Greea,  Ail 
were  equally  obnoxious  to  the  apoftolic  fee,  and  the  pro- 
feilbrs  of  the  popifli  do£lrines.  They  were  ftigmatized 
with  the  name  of  heretics,  perfecuted  by  the  fword  io  this 
world,  and  damned  to  eternal  perdition  in  the  next.  This 
indifcriminate  perfecution  of  the  fchifmatics  and  reformifts 
feems  to  have  firft  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a  toleration  of 
confcience  in  the  Sevin  Provinces.  The  multitudes  of  fec- 
taries  from  Germany  and  France^  that  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  Netherlands^  before  the  perfecution  commenced  in  this 
quarter,  and  the  neceffity  of  exerting  every  means  to  opr 
pofe  the  tyranny  of  Philips  after  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of 
Aiva^  in  quality  of  governor,  rendered  an  union  of  all 
the  different  fedts,'  for  their  tnutual  defence,  almoft  una* 
voidable.  Accordingly,  at  the  union  of  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces^  by  the  treaty  .figned  at  Utrecht^  every  province  wa3 
Jefcat  liberty  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  religion  in  the  man- 
ner moft  conducive  to  her  intereft ;  but  with  this  exprefs 
provifo,  that  no  man  ihould  be  opprefTed  on  account  of  his 
particular  tenets,  and  that  all  fhould  remain  free  and  unre- 
ftrained  in  points  of  confcience.  It  is  true,  the  fuperiority 
in  point  of  numbers,  of  the  Cahinijis  and  Lutherans^  pro- 
cured an  ad,  in  the  year  1583,  declaring  the  evangelical 
religion  the  public  belief,  and  enjoining  that  this  only 
fhould  be  profefled  in  the  Seven  Provinces  \  but  policy  has 
induced  the  government  to  wink  at  infractions  of  this  or- 
dinance ;  to  favour  no  curious  inquiries  into  the  faith  of 
any  man  ;  to  offer  no  violence  to  confcience  j  and  to  af- 
ford tfie  protection  of  the  laws  to  every  induftrious  fuhj^<5t, 
whofe  opinions  break  not  out  into  expreffions  and  actions 
prejudicial  to  fociety.  The  Roman  catholic  religion  alone 
is  excepted  from  this  common  protection  j  while  Jews^ 
Anahaptijlsy  Arminiam^  Brownijfsy  and  Familijh^  are  allowed 
the  exercife  of  their  feveral  doftrines.  At  Arnfterdain  every 
it&.  known  in  Europe^  almofl  in  the  whole  world,  hath  its 
public  meetings.  The  Cahimjis  however  compofe  the 
body  of  the  people.  They  are  polTefFed  of  all  the  autho- 
rifed  churches  in  the  dominions  of  the  republic,  and  their 
clergy  alone  are  maintained  by  the  public,  by  certain  fala- 
iries  paid  them  by  the  ftate,  without  tythes,  lands, 
or  'coriCrftution^   oa  the  people.      Thus,    freedom   of 
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fentitnent  has  rendered  the  country  populous,  and  foftened' 
all  that  theological  acrimony  and  rancour  that  difturbs  the 
tranquility  of  other  nations,  poifons  fociety,  and  produces 
elFeAs  the  mod  oppofite  to  the  di£btes  of  true  religion. 
'  Atfitnaon  and  fa6tion  are  here  difabled  from  concealing 

then-  feditioud  defigns  and  felfiih  vi/ews  under  the  cloak  of 
religion.  In  Hollaiidy  the  difference  of  religion  makes  none 
in  ^iStdtion ;  Jews  and  Chrifiians  live  in  the  ftridefl  ties  of 
amity.;  they  argue  without  refentment,  they  diilent  without 
enmity,  and  they  agree  without  confederacy;  all  from  the 
freedom  of  the  conmtution,  and*  the  coldnefs  of  the  paffions. 
All  are  citizens  aflbciated  by  the  bands  of  fociety  and  govern- 
ment, under  the  impartial  protection  of  indifferent  laws,  with 
equal  encouragement  of  arts,  induftry,  and  genius  ;  and  e- 
qual  freedom  of  fenttment,  fpeculation,  and  inquiry.  Who- 
ever requires  more,  may  be  juftly  fufpeded  of  fecrct  defigns^ 
ariftftg  from  other  motives  tham  religion ;  or,  at  the  beft,  he 
muft  be  deemed  unreafonable  and  narrow-minded  ^  ' 

S  E  C  T.    IL 

Gtfntaining  the  ancient  Jiate  of  the  Seven  United  Pro- 
vinces.    "The  revolutions  which  firji  reduced  them 
under  the  dominion  of  the  houfe  of  Bargundy,  and 
,  afterwards  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  &c.  (dc. 

Ancient      TT^  O  R  many  ages  the  Lm>  Countries  have  been  the 
Wftory^  of-y}    theatre  of  war,  and  fcene  of  bloody  battles.     No  fofl 
Batavia.     \^  Europe  has  been  fo  drenched  with  human  gore,  owing 
pardy  to  the  obflinate  valour  of  the  inhabitants,  but  chiefly 
to  the  ambition  of  the  neighbouring  princes.  ^  The  natives 
of  the  country  now  compofing  the  republic^  ever  afpired  at 
liberty  and  military  glory ;  the  one  they  regarded  as  eflen- 
tial  to  the  fecurity  of  the  other.  •    Julius  Cafar^  having  ex- 
perienced the  valour  of  the  BatavtanSy  employed  them  itic- 
cefsfuUy  againft  the  Gauls;  they  every  where  routed  and  ' 
difperfed  that  ferocious  and  warlike  people  \    The  Bata" 
vian  cavalry  bore  the  higheft  reputation,  and  the  infantry 
fought  with  the  fame  order,  discipline,  and  intrepidity  in 
the  marfhes  and  waters,  as  upon  firm  land  :  even  the  Ro^ 
'mans  dreaded  their  refentment^.    They  became  the  body- 

1  BASNAOEyCa^.  xxxix.     Temple,  chap.  v.  ^    .      ■  Jui, 
CiEs.  Comment*,  lib.  vii.  ^  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  v#  - 
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guacds  of  the  emperors,  who  repofed  equal  confidence  in  ' 
their  fidelity  and  courage  ^  Galbd  difmiiTed  them  from  this 
truft,  but  with  marks  of  favour  and  efteem.    In  all  import 
tant  expeditions,  in  every  dangerous  enterprise,  where  ob*- 
ftinate  boldnefs  was  required,  the  Bataviaris  were  fele6ted, 
as  troop$ ;  already  fufEciendy  approved.    They  generally 
compo&d  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  RomftH  arniy,  fuftained 
the  firft  fliock  of  the  enemy,  and  made  theiirft  attack  with 
an  impetuofity  peculiar-  to  themfelves.   ViuUius  was  fo  fen- 
fible  that  the  fate  of  the  empire  depended  on  the  Satavian 
tohorts,  that,  apprehenfive  of  irritating  them,  1^  releafed 
their  general,  who  had  been  confined  for  high  crimes  and 
tnifdenjcanors  \   They  were  exempt  from  tributes  and  im- 
pofts,  in  conie^uen.ce  of  bearing  the  honourable  title  of     , 
allies-  to  the  empire.    Afterwards  they  obtained  the  appeU 
lation  of  the  friends  and  brethren  of  the  Romans ;  but  this 
.was  particularly  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  B^taw^  an 
ifland  formed  by  the  Rhine  ai^  Fahai^  or  WahaaL    The. 
government  of  this  people  feems  to  hav«  been  monarchical; 
and  it  is  conjectured,  that  Clodius  Civilis  is  defcended.from 
their  kings ;  Civilis^  that  hero  whofe  patriot  eloquence  rou- 
fed  the  Batavians  to  throw  oSiS^t  Roman  fubjedtion  ;  whofe' 
courage  obtained  many  vi£lories  owtx^iht  Roman  general  Ce^ 
rtaltt ;  and  whofe  valourihone  more  confpicuous  and  bright 
»'madvfrfity,  ^^^^^  he  had  been  defeated  by  the  German  le^' 
gions.    We  know  little  more  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the 
Bataviansy  than  that  the  fierce  and  warlike  fpirit  of  the 
people  obliged  the  Remans  to  maintain  ftrong  garrifons  on 
the  banks  of  the  iSiE'inf ;  thatthey  revolted  againft  Cd;^^7ff- 
.  iiW.;  .that  they  performed  fignal  fervices  to  Theodofius  in 
Britain.^  and  that,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  they  fell 
imder  the  power  of  i\it  Francs ;  were  governed  hy  Chark" 
magm^  and  his  defcendants,  until,  upon  the  decline  of  that 
faouie,  the  great  lords  and  officers  of  the  crown,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  weaknefs  of  tbe  reigning  princes,  rendered 
their. governments  hereditary  in  their  families  (A). 
'  ?     AfxK|i  the  fall  of  Qharlemagn$\  empire,  the  provinces  of 
the  Neibetlands  experienced  frequent  revolutions.      Some* 

..  •=  SuETON,  in  Galb.    Tacjt.  lib.  vii. 

(Ay  tor  the  ancient  hiftory  Ancient  Hiftory.  We  have  prc- 
of  the  Bata<vians,  and  other  in*  tended  to  exhibit  no  more  than 
habitants  of  the  Netherlands^  a  km  flriking  features,  to  ren- 
thereadermay  conduit  the  i4tb,  der  the  Modern  Hiilory  more 
i5tb,  and  r9th  volnmes  of  our    complete  and  uniform. 
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times  they  were  diftind  and  independent  on  each  other;  at 
other  times  they  were  united  in  one  monarchy  under  the 
fame  prince.  Some  provinces  had  their  kings,  fome  were 
under  the  government  of  dukes,  and  others  of  counts. 
Fr'tjeland  might  be  termed  a  kingdom  ;  Brabant^  and  GueU 
derland^  dukedoms  ^  and  Holland^  and  Flanders^  counties, 
or  earldoms.  Utrecht  was  a  biibopric,  the  prelates  of 
which  became  generals  and  fovereigns,  wielding  the  fword 
and  fcepter  oftener  than  the  crofier.  We  (hall  exhibit  futh 
an  imperfed  (ketch  of  the  government  of  the  Provinces  un- 
der the  period  we  are  mentioning,  as  hiftory  authorifes^. 
Hiftcfy  of  .  Formerly  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  Holland  were 
the  Counts  more  confined  than  at  prefent.  The  Frifons  encroached  upon 
^Hol-  one  quarter,  and  the  bifhop  of  Utrecht  on  the  other.  Poffibly 
land.  indeed  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  Groningen  were  not  at 
that  time  feparated  by  that  immenfe  bay  called  the  Zujder^ 
Zee^.  All  that  tradk  of  land,  now  overflowed  by  the  fea, 
might  formerly  have  confifted  of  low,  fwampy  marflie$. 
This  is  the  conjedlure  of  Sir  fFtlliam  Temple;  and  it  feeofw 
corroborated  by  obfervation,.  and  the  great  ofifmb^r  of 
iflands  and  fand-banks  that  block  up  the  pai&ge  into  the 
bay.  However  this  may  be-,  we  have  the  teftimony  of 
John  of  Leyden^  that  Holland  contained  only  four  cities, 
Dordrecht^  Haarlem^  Leyden^  and  Delft^  at  the  clofe  of  the 
iith  century.  Hiflorians  are  unanimous,  that  Thieri^  ge- 
neral to  Charles  the  Bald^  was  the  iirft  count  of  Holland, 
He  was  invefted  in  that  dignity  by  the  fovereign,  againft 
the  inclinations  of  the  people,  who  hazarded  a  battle,  and 
were  defeated  in  the  field,  in  defence  of  their  liberties. 
Afterwards  they  revolted,  forced  Thieri  to  take'refuge  with 
^*  ^*  his  king,  and  were  a  fecond  time  conquered,  and  forced  to 
868.  fubmit.  To  confirm  the  count  in  his  new  dignity,  and  fe- 
cure  him  againft  future  rebellions,  Charles  put  to  death 
every  man  who  poflefled  any  authority  in  "the  country  ^  It 
is  farther  aflerted,  that  Lewis,  brother  to  Charles,  invefted 
the  fame  7,hieri  in  the  province  of  Zealand;  yet  it  is 
more  confiftent  with  the  known  policy  of  Charles  ^nd 
Lewis,,  to  fuppofe  that  7hieri  only  adled  as  his  governor, 
or  lieutenant.  Of  the  immediate  fucccflbrs  of  this  count 
we  know  nothing*  Some  hiftorians  fpeak  of'  a  Thieri^ 
marquis  of  Vluerding,  fuppofed  to  be  the  defcendant  of  the 
firft  count  of  Holland,     His  ambition  drew  him  into  a  war 

^  JoH.  LfiYDEN.  1.  V.  c.  4.  «  Herman,  ad  ann. 

1047.  ^  JoH.  Leyden.  1.  vL  c.  2,  3,  4. 
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^ith  the  emperor  Henry^  out  of  which  his  ipirited  cohdu£t  A.  D. 
extricated  him  with  honour  and  advantage.  He  afterwardSf  1047.  J 
by  accident,  killed  in  a  tournament  the  brother  of  the  bi-* 
(hops  of  Liege  and  Cologne^  which  again  involved  him  in  a 
war.  The  enraged  prelates  entered  HoUaTidy  laying  waft6 
all  before  them,  and  reduced  D&rdrecht,  Thieri  met  them^ 
gav^  battle,  and  defeated  them ;  but  died  of  a  wound  receiv- 
ed from  a  poifoned  arrow  ^,  His  brother  Florence  fuciceeded  io6i4 
to  his  territories,  and  with  them  inherited  the  war  againft 
the  bifhops,  who  had  levied  frcfli  forces,  and  again  invaded 
Holland.  They  were  defeated  by  the  new  count,  who  did  ' 
not  long  furvive  his  vidory.^In  the  purfuit  he  was  wounded^ 
and  expired  a  few  days  after.  It  is  not  improbable,  thae 
the  Thieri  we  have  been  laft  mentioning  was  the  firft 
count  of  Holland^  notwithftanding  the  exprefs  aflertions  of 
fome  writers  to  the  contrary  ;  and  that  the  dominion  of  that  ,  . 
province  was  obtained,  not  by  gift,  but  by  conqueft.  Both 
Thieri  and  his  brother  Florence  were  ambitious^  Warlike 
princes  :  it  is  allowed,  they  greatly  extended  their  territories, 
and  it  is  not  improbable,  they  incurred  the  refentment  of  the  " 
emperor,  by  denying  his  fovereignty  over  the  province  of 
Holland.  Florence  dying,  during  the  minority  of  his  children^ 
Gertrude^  his  widow,  took  the  government  into  her  hands, 
and  condudled  the  rein^  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  fhe  ob'^ 
tained  a  peace  equally  advantageous  and  honourable.  Young 
7^/Vr;,  fon  of  Florence^  was  frequently  molefted  during  hia 
tutelage  by  fViUiam  bilhop  (if  Utrecht.  As  foon  as  he  cam^ 
of  age,  he  fuflly  avenged  the  infults  committed  by  this  ambi- 
tious and  perfidious  prelate.  We  know  nothing  further  of 
his  government,  nor  indeed  of  the  counts  of  Holland^  until 
the  province  came  under  the  dominion  of  the  houfe  of  BuT" 
gundy.  We  are  only  told,  that  they  were  engaged  in  con- 
ftant  wars  with  their  neighbours  and  powerful  vafTals,  whd 
were  eternally  ftirring  up  factions,  and  exciting  revolts,  ill 
hopes  of  recovering  their  liberty.  In  a  civil  war  Florence  IV^ 
loft  his  life,  being  befieged,  and  taken  in  his  own  caftle,  by 
the  lords  of  Egmond^  Brederode^  Atnftel^  and  Waerden.  His 
fon  yohn  fell  a  viftim  to  the  turbulent  and  feditious  humour 
of  his  fu^eds,  notwithftanding  he  bad  facrificed  his  primd 
minifter  6oerfekn<^  to  appeafe  their  refentment  ^, 

Though  the  dignity  of  count  ivas  hereditary,  yet  before 
they  entered  upon  the  government,  the  approbation  of  the 
barons,  the  chief  lords,  and  the  people,  was  required,  ta 
whom  they  fwore  religioufly  to  obferve  all  their  rights  and 

*  Herman.  Chron.  141.  ^  Chron.  Btigic.  p.  120, 
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privileges.    On  their  acceiHon,  the  counts  made  a  circuit  to 
all  the  towns  and  cities,  promifing  each,  in  particular,  the 
fecurity  of  its  liberties  and  peculiar  privileges.  After  they  had 
taken  the  oaths,  the  people  immediately  paid  the  tax  impofed 
for  the  fupport  of  their  authority,  virhich,  in  general,  was  very 
moderate  and  eafy.     According  to  the  laws  of  fucceffion, 
the  female  fucceeded,  in  default  of  the  male  line  ;  hence  it 
was,  that  the  province  of  Holland  frequently  pafled  into  fo- 
reign families,  by  marriages.     At  the  death  of  fVilliam  IV, 
Margaret  J  his  fifter,  fucceeded,  married  the  prince  of  Bavaria^ 
and  annexed  Hclland  to  t)ie  dominions  of  her  hufband.     As 
we  cannot  enlarge  upon  this  fubjedi,  we  fhall  only  remark, 
that  when  the  dukes' of  Burgundy  became  fovereigns  of  this 
province,  and  indeed  of  the  Netherlands^  they  altered  the  an- 
cient form  of  government,  appointing  a  count  for  the  go- 
vernment of  each  city,  and  a  ftadtholder  in  every  province, 
to  adminifter  juftice  in  their  name.    It  was  not  before  the 
14th  century,  that  the  provincial  Aates  were  eftablifhed,  or 
rather  renewed.     The  ftadtholder  aflembled  the  nobles  and 
deputies   from  the  chief  cities,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
them,  regulated  the  affairs  of  the  provinces.    Soon  the  ftates 
aflumed  a  power  of  convoking  themfelves.     This  produced 
numberlefs  difputes  between  them  and  the  ftadtholders.  Wil» 
Ham  I.  of  Orange^  that  great  aiTertor  of  the  freedom  of  his 
country,  was  engaged  in  conftant  contentions  upon  this  fiib- 
jeft,  with  the  provincial  ftates.     The  debate  was  referred  to 
the  duchefs  of  Parma^  who  decided,  that  the  ftates  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  ailemble  themfelves,  but  with  the  know- 
ledge and  approbation  of  the  ftadtholder.     Afterwards  the 
prince  obtained  a  contrary  judgment  *. 
Amieta  ^'^  *^  mentioned,  in  honour  of  Guelderlandy  that  it  was^the 

^f/lory  of  l^ft  province  to  receive  the  Roman  yoke,  and  the  firft  that  af- 
Gucldcr-  ftfted  liberty,  upon  the  decline  of  the  empire.  Charlemagne 
land.  beftowed  extraordinary  privileges  on  Nimeguen^  the  capital  of 

A.  D.      the  province.     In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Baldy  the  people 
S78.     elefted  Otho  du  Pont  their  chief,  and  the  government  conti- 
nued many  years  in  his  family.     It  pafled  fronf  father  to  fon, 
and  would  fcem  hereditary,  but,  in  faft,"  it  was  eledive. 
The  people  called  the  governors  tutors,  implying,  that  they 
elefted  them  for  their  defence  and  fecurity.     By  marriage, 
the  government  of  Guelderland  devolved  on  Otho,  count  Naf" 
A.  I>.    Jauy  who  was  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  people.     In  Ins 
>079.     adminiftration,'  Guelderland  was  erefled  into  an  earldom,  by 
$he  emperor  Henry  III.    By  his  fon  Gerhardy  the  county  of 

^  Ls  Clxrc,  Hift.  lib.  i; 
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%utphen  was  annexed  to  Gueldcrland  \  but  whether  by  mar- 
riage, purchafe,  or  conqueft,  is  not  precifely  determined, 
Henry  Najfau^  earl  of  Guelderland  and  Zutphen;  extended  his  ^ 

dominions,  and  peformed  fignal  fervices  in  Itn/y  to  the  em- 
peror Frederic.  This  prince  died  in  1162,  and  was  fo  well 
efteemed,  that  the  people  immediately  ele<Sed  his  fon  Ger^ 
hard  II.  The  whole  of  Gerhard's  life  was  employed  iri 
-waging  war  with  the  bifhop  of  Utrecht,  He  entailed  the 
county  on  his  brother  Oihoj  who  fucceeded  him  ;  but  the 
crufade,  at  that  time  preached  up  in  the  Low  Countries^ 
healed  up  the  breach,  and  reconciled  the  count  and  bifhop^ 
Gerhard  III.  who/ucceeded  his  father  Otho^  is  diftinguiflied 
oaly  for  encouraging  monks,  and  building  monafteries.  His 
fon  Otho  the  Crooked j  after  fuftaining  the  ftraiigeft  reverfes  of 
fortune,  and  living  for  fome  time  in  captivityj  raifed  Guelder-- 
land  to  a  powerful j  opulent,  and  refpeftable  province,  Jrh^ 
heiniy  Gofchy  Bemmel^  Herderwyk,  and  other  towns  that  lay  ' 
open  and  expofed,  he  furrounded  with  walls,  and  ftrengthen-  '^ 
€d  by  fortifications,  conferring  upon  them  a  variety  of  pri- 
vileges. After  mortgaging  the  city  of  Nimeguen  for  twenty 
thoufand  marks  of  filver  to  William  king  of  the  Romans,  he 
attacked  and  reduced  it,  annexing  this  capital  of  the  ancient 
Batavians  to  Guelderland.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  he 
was  chofen  guardian  to  Florence  V ,  earl  of  Holland,  The 
guardianfhip  was  difputed  with  him,  but  he  defeated  his  ene- 
mies in  a  bloody  fea-fight,  before  Dyvelandy  carried  his  pointy 
and  foon  after  expired  ^. 

His  fon  Re?iaudw2iS  m  hopesof  enlarging  his  dominions,    A.  D* 
by  the  addition  of  Limburg.     With  this  view  he  married  a    iz;^^. 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Limburg  ;  but  the  duchy  was  not 
annexed  to  Guelderland  till  the  death  of  her  brother  Henry, 
It  was  difputed  with  the  duke  of  Brabant ^  a  bloody  battle  en- 
fued,  Renaud  gained, his  ends,  but  he  was  foon  after  impri- 
foned  by  his  ambitbus  fon,  and  detained  a  captive  for  the  laft 
fix  years  of  his  life.     While  his  father  lived,  Renaud,  fur-     A.  D. 
named  the  Red,  affumed  no  other  title  than  that  of  fon  to  the     'S^^* 
earl  of  Guelderland.     His  marriage  into  the  houfe  of  Mechlin 
produced  a  war  with  the  duke  of  Brabant,  who  claimed  fome 
part  of  what  Renaud  deemed  his  wife's  fortune.     The  duke 
was.  defeated,  and  to  the  glory  of  aji^icSory,  Renaud  had  the 
additional  honour  of  erecting  Guelderland  into  a  duchy,  by  an      *    ^ 
edid  of  the  emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,     This  mark  of  the  •" 

cmpcror^s  efteem  had  almoft  proved  fatal  to  Renaud.    During     *339» 
bis  attendance  at  Francfort,  his  dominions  were  invaded  by 

^  ChroA.  peld.  p.  19. . 
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the  combined  forces  of  Liege  and  Brabant.  He  flew  to  the 
relief  of  his  fubjefts,  met,  defeated,  and  difperfed  the  enemy. 
In  a  word,  this  prince,  fo  hi^ly  celebrated  for  his  valour, 
clemency,  and  juftice,  raifed  Gudderland  to  the  utmoft  pow- 
er the  province  ever  attained,  only  to  be  funk  the  lower  by 
contentions  among  his  children. 

Th£  younger  afpired  at  fucceeding  his  father,  the  elder 
maintained  his  birthright,  and  both  made  preparations  for 
deciding  the  difpute  by  the  fword.  R^aud  the  Grofsy  the 
eldeft,  fortified  himfelf  in  7%fV/,  while  Edward^  the  younger, 
aflembled  an  army  at  Nimeguen.  The  nobility  and  people 
took  different  fides  ;  Edward  was  vi^orious  ;  he  took  his 
^  brother  prifoner,   kept  him  two  years  confined,  defeated  the 

duke  of  Brabanty  and  was  afterwards  (lain  in  a  mutiny  of  his 
own  officers  ^     His  death  fet  Renaud  at  liberty,  and  re- 
fiored  him  to  his  right,  which  he  lived  but  few  months 
'    to  enjoy. 

Both  the  brothers  dying  without  ilTue,  the  confufion  of 
the  province  was  augmented.  Their  two  fiflers  difputed  the 
fucceffion  ;  the  people  were  divided.  The  lords  of  Eckeren 
fupported  the  pretentions  of  Margaret^  the  elder  filler  ;  and 
the  Bronchorji  fa6lion,  always  zealous  for  the  younger  branch, 
efpoufed  JVUliam^  duke  of  yuUers^  and  fon  of  Mary^  the 
younger  fifler.  This  civil  war  was  brought  to  an  iffue  only  by 
the  death  of'  Margaret^  by  which  the  claim  of  the  young  duke 
remained  undifputed.  William  diflinguifbed  his  valour  in 
feveral  wars  with  the  duke  of  Brabant,,  in  all  of  which  he 
proved  victorious.  His  dominions  fell  to  his  brother  Renaudj 
who  made  war  on  the  earl  of  Holland^  fought  the  bloody 
battle  of  Gorcumj  and  died  without  iffue  ■°. 

By  Rtnauf%  death,  the  duchy  of  Gtulderland  pafFed  out 
of  the  houfe  of  Juliers  into  that  of  Egmond.  A  daughter  of 
TFilRam^  duke  of  Juliers^  and  grand-daughter  of  Mary^  his 
mother,  was  married  to  the  lord  of  Egmond.  Her  portion 
confifled  of  the  duchy  of  Gtulderlmd  and  county  of  Zuipben  ; 
but  her  hufband  lived  but  a  few  dajrs  to  enjoy  this  vaft  ac- 
ceflion  to  his  honour  and  dominions.  It  was  his  fon  Arnaud 
who  firfl  took  pofleffion  of  his  mother's  inheritance.  Arnaud 
claimed  the  duchy  of  JuBers  by  the  fame  right  he  held 
GueUerland,  He  maintained  a  war  to  gain  pof&ffion  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  would  never  be  brought  to  acknowledge  his 
fovereignty :  at  lafl,  after  having  governed  forty-eight  years, 
he  was  confined  by  his  own  fon,  tired  out  with  the  expec- 
tation of  fucceeding  at  the  deceafe  of  a  fuperaimuated  father. 

'  Bdg.  Chron.  p,  86.        ^  Id.  ibid.   Egmond.  Cfiroji.  p.  52. 
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The  unnatural  Adolphus  entered  upon  a  dangerous  alliance, 
marrying  Catherine  of  Bourbon^  whence  he  became  brother- 
in-law  to  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy^  who  punlihed  him  for 
the  want  of  filial  duty,  by  depriving  him  of  his  dominions. 
Theduke  in\\ling  Adolphus  to liis  court,  endeavoured  to  recon- 
cile him  to  his  father  j  but  finding  him  inexorable,  he  had 
him  arretted,  and  then  releafed  old  Arnaud^  after  firft  oblig- 
ing him  t'o  fell  the  duchy  of  Guelderlandy  the  county  of  Zut^ 
phen^  and  to  difinherit  his  Ton.  By  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  flain  .at  the  battle  of  Nanci^ 
Adolphus  recovered  his  donjinions^  uniting  the  dominions  of 
Burgundy,  Guelderlandy  and  Zutphen,  in  his  own  perfpn. 
His  firft  wife  being  dead,  he  married  Mary,  only  child  and 
heirefs  of  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  had  been  forced 
into  the  match  by  the  citizens  of  Ghent,  They  chofe  him 
general  of  their  forces  againft  the  French  king,  and  Adolphus 
was  flain  bravely  defending  T^urnay,  His  fon  Charles,  born 
of  the  laft  marriage,  fucceeded,  and  was  taken  prifoner  and 
detained  fourteen  years  by  the  enemy,  during  which  time 
his  aunt  was  acknowledged  fovereign  by  the  people. '  He  no 
fooner  procured  his  releafe,  than  his  lubjefts  received  him 
with  open  arms ;  and  indeed  his  conduS  merited  their  ut- 
moft  attachment  and  fidelity.  Nothing  could  be  more  fpi- 
ritedand  vigorous  than  the  whole  feries  of  his  adminiftration; 
but  he  was  at  length,  obliged  to  yield  to  the  irrefiftible  power 
of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  by  which  means  Guelderland  pzStd 
from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  into  the  Aujlrian  family." 

With  refpedl  to  the  ancient  hiitory  of  Zealand^  writers  Ancient 
differ  widly ;  fome  afTerting  that  Lewis  le  Debonaire  prefent-  bijhry  of 
ed  the  iflands  that  compofe  this  province  to  the  .earl  of  Hoi-  Zealind. 
land^  provided  he  would  proteS  them  againft  the  Germans  5 
others,  on  the  contrary,  affirming,  that  the  Emperor  Henry  , 

invefted  Baldwin  Earl  of  Flanders^  in  the  ifle  of  fViakheren^ 
and  all  its  dependences.  One  writer  in  particular  agrees  to 
both  aiTertions,  and  alledges,  that  the  earls  of  Holland  and 
Flanders  were  long  engaged  in  war  for  the  property  of  Zea^ 
land.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  earls  of  Holland  had  the  fovc- 
reignty  of  this.province  at  a  very  early  period  j  that  the  two 
provinces  were  always  united-  under  the  fame  governors,  and ' 
that  they  had  the  fame  ftadtholder,  when  the  defertion  of 
the  Netherlands  produced  the  union  of  Utrecht.  As  we  have 
already  exhibited  a  Iketch  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Holland^ 
it  would  be  unneceiTary  to  dwell  upon  that  of  a.  provin(?e 

A  Chron.  Egmond^  p.  59.    Chron.  Geld.  p.  26, 
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conneded  with  it  in  intereft,  laws,  government,  and  foi- 
vereignty.® 
Ancient  The  province  of  Utrecht  has  experienced  foiir  different 

hijiory  of   forms  of  government :  firft  it  was  dependant  on  the  king$ 
the  pro-     and  dukes  oi  Frifeland'\  next 'the  government  became  ec- 
n;ince  of    clefiaftical  j  or,  m  other  words,  the  lovereigns  were  bifhops, 
.Vt^'ccht.    who  extended  their  dominion  oyer  feveral  of  the  adjacent 
countries.     Charles  V.  effefted  the  third  revolution,  by  di- 
yefting  the  biihops  of  their  temporal  fovereignty,  and  ren- 
dering himfelf  abfolute  mafter  of  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  province.     The  laft  change  of  government  happened 
at  the  general  union  of  the  feven  provinces,   to   oppofe 
Philip  II.     While  Utrecht  was  dependent  on   Frifeland^  it 
neceffarily  felt  the  revolutions  whicji  were  ever  changing  the 
iituation  of  that  warlike  province,.     Pepin  Herijlal  firft  af- 
ferted  the  liberty  oi  Utrecht^  and  recovered  its  independency; 
as  he  propofed  fixing  the  fovereignty  in  his  family,  he  omit- 
ted  nothing  that  could  engage  the  clergy  in  his  intereft. 
'  With  this  view,  he  not  onlyauembled  a  kind  of  ecclefiaftical 
^    Tj      council,  but  determined  to  reftore  the  old  cuftom  of  governr 
1^2!     ^"S  *^^  province  by  ftates,  in  which  the  biChops  and  clergy 
'    '      Ihould  have  voices:  the  happy  influence  of  this  inftitution 
Ihewed  how  wifely  it  had  been  projeSed  ;  it  continued  un- 
der  Charlemagne  and  his  fucceflbrs  j  and  to  the  provincial 
ftate  of  Utrecht  is  the  world  obliged  for  that  excellent  col- 
leftion  of  the  ancient  laws  of  th  %  Franks,      Pepin  Herijlal 
was  not  fatisfied  with  diffufing  happinefs  through  every  part 
of  his  own  dominions  ;  his  foul  afpired  after  a  more  uni- 
A.  D,     yerfal  benevolence  :  he  difpatched  miffionaries  to  convert  the 
/5g6.*      idolatrous  inhabitants  of  Frifeland  to  Chrjftianity.    JVillid- 
hrod  was  fent  to  preach  the  gofpel  amohg  thofe  barbarians  5 
JJtrecht  was  efedted  into  an  epifcopal  fee  by  pope  Sergius^  in  fa- 
vour of  Williaihrod^  and  he  became  the  firft  bifhop,     Charley 
Martel  conferred  imny  additional  privileges  on  the  infant 
bifliopric ;  he  endowed  it  with  lands,  and  freely  gave  away 
what  coft'  him  little  more  than  the  trouble  of  framing  the 
neceffary  charter.     Thefc  were  indeed  happy  times  for  the 
phurch  J  when  the  whole  of  piety  confifted  in  liberality  to 
the  clergy,  and    the  moft  profligate  could  purchafe  future 
felicity  by  founding  a  convent,  or  adding  a  few  acres  to  the 
fscclefiaftical  domain  p. 

The  firft  bifhops  of  Utrecht  laboured  afliduoufly  in  the 
vineyard  of  falvation  ;  their  induftry  and  zeal  were  wlicttecj 
j)y  the  ambition  of  extending  their  jurifdidlfpn.     As  Chrifr 

?  Hift.  Hedae,  p.  18$        .pBonif.  cpifl.  ad  Steph, 
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tianity  fpread  itfelf  over  the  neighbouring  country,  fo  did  tJic 
authority  of  the  biihops,who  made  fubjedtion  the  teft  of  the 
iincerity  of  their  converts:  in  a  word,  the  fuperftitious  gene- 
rofity  of  the  people,  fo  encre^ifed  the  power  of  the  bifljop  of 
Utrecht^  that  in  a  fliort  time  he  became  a  powerful  temporal , 
prince,  able  to  make  head  againft  the  earls  of  Holland^  the 
moft  formidable  of  the  furrounding  ftates,  and  even  the 
emperor  himfelf.  About  the  clofe  qf  the  tenth  century,  a  ^'^  ^•, 
defcent  of  the  Normansy  the  pefts  of  ^uropi^  almoft  wholly  SSS'' 
deftroycd  the  city  and  province  of  Utrecht ;  nothing  facred 
or  prophane  efcaped  their  fury  ;  churches,  houfes,  and  corn- 
fields were  fet  on  fire  ;  the  city  was  burnt  to  aihes,  and  the 
cathedral  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins  ;  but  Baldric^  who  had 
great  intereft  with  the  emperor  Otbo^  foon  rebuilt  the  epif- 
copal  city,  and  procured  fuch  immunities  as  rendered  it  the 
capital  oi  Holland^  if  we  may  credit  fome  old  verfes  infcri- 
bed  on  the  wall  of  the  church  of  &t,  Martin  at  Vtrechu 
Baldric  was  the  firft  bifliop  who  coined  money  by  autho- 
rity, "i 

Adelbold^  counfellor  of  ftate  to  the  emperor  Henry  11.  ' 
being  elecSed  bifhop  of  Vtrechty  carried  his ,  pretenfions  far-  . 
tker  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  Some  hiftorians  alledgp, 
that  he  was  the  firft  bifhop  who  made  ufe  of  the  fword  to 
.  extend  his  power  ;  but  this  is  certainly  a  miftakc,  as  we 
find  the  bifliops  engaged  in. bloody  wars  at  a  much  earliep  .  j^^ 
^period.  He  maintained  a  long  difpute  with  the  earl  of  HoU  .qj-* 
land^  which  they  decided  by  the  fword  j  and  was  afterwards 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  earl  of  Guelder  land,  Adelbold's 
example  was  copied  by  his  fucceiibrs,  who  made  equal  ufe 
of  fpiritual  and  temporal  weapons  to  extend  their  authority. 
Jealous  of  their  ecclefiaftical  rights,  they  became  warriors, 
and  compelled  wberethey  could  not  infpire  refpefl:  fometimes 
they  >were  fuppofted  by  the  emperor,  ^  but  often  oppofed, 
their  pride  giving  offence  to  the  imperial  authority  :  it  fre- 
quently happened  that  the  rigid  exertion  of  their  fpiritual 
power,  excited  revolts  among  their  own  fubjedts  ;  and  the 
eleftion  of  bifhops  was  feldom  unattended  vyith  bloodflied. 
The  neighbouring  ftates  interpofed ;  the  competitors  were 
.  fupported  by  the  earls  of  Holland  and  dukes  of  Guelderkndi 
fo  that  the  fword  rather  than  the  votes  of  the  canons  i^ne^- 
rally  confirmed  the  bifhops. 

As  it  is  not  our  intention  to  give  a  regular  fucceffion  of  .  j 

the  bilhops  of  Utrecht^  wie  fhall  thipk  iH  fufficient  to  mention  j 

^e  peculiarities  that  diftinguifhed   this  dignity.      Wh^t  I 


^^pud  GuicciARDiKi^  p.  199. 
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fight  thofe  prelates  had  to  temporal  authority,  will  appear 
from  the  following  obfervations.  Utrecht  was  originally  de^ 
tached  from  Frifelandy  to  be  ere£ked  into  an  epifcopal  fee  % 
the  bifliops,  by  extending  their  authority  over  the  furround- 
ing  towns  and  cities,  came  to  be  obeyed  as  fovereigns  ; 
they  were  elefted  by  the  city  and  chapter,  and,  after  taking 
pofleffion  of  the  epifcopal  throne,  acknowledged  and  obeyed 

\  jfis  temporal  fovereigns.  All  feditiond,  tumults,  and  revolts 
among  the  people,  were  puniflied  as  rebellions  againft  the 
lawful  fovereigns.  The  bifliop's  jurifdidion  extended  be^ 
yond  his  own  province.  Woerderiy  a  city  properly  belong- 
ing ^o  Holland^  had  long  been  the  fubjediof  contention  be?- 
tween  the  lyihops  and  earls.  Bodegrave  had  likewife  occa-r 
cafioned  wars  between  the  bifhops  of  Utrecht  and  earls  of 
HoUani\  and  although  the  latter  pofiefled  certain  caftles  at 
Dordrechty  where  they  often  refided  j  yet  the  bifhops  claim- 
ed a  temporal  authority  over  half  the  ifland.     To  the  time 

*0f  Henry  of  Bavaria^  the  epifcopal  jurifdidion  extended 
over  Qverjffily  and  the  greater  part  of  Frifeland.  Henry 
fold  the  foverefgnty  to  Charles  V.  and  in  the  inftrument  of 
fale^  are  reckoned  the  towns  of  Zell^  Dipenheiniy  Coeverdey 
Oldirtzeelj  and  the  territory  of  Drenth, 
A.  D.  Several  changes  in  the  magiftracy  of  Utrecht  happened 
l|83,  under. Jf^lliam  de  NaJJau :  that  prelate  became  the  moft  il- 
luftrious  of  xhis  age,  though  his  parentage  was  unknown, 
and  his  ignorance  fo  extraordinary,  that  the  pope  refufed 
him  a  bull,  at  a  period  when  no  great  portion  of  learning  was 
required  to  qualify  for  a  bifhopric.  tVilUam  was  engaged  in 
conftant  difputes  with  his  neighbours^  and  with  his  own 
fubje£ls ;  at  laft,  their  rebellion  became  fo  general,  that 
they  banifhed  the  nobility,  who  had  fided  with  the  bifhop  i 

^  (Changed  the  form  of  government,  and  lodged  the  le^iflar? 
live  power  in  the  people ;  artifans  and  mechanics  were  di- 
vide^  into  companies,  each  of  which  had  a  vote  in  the 
fclt^ion  of  magiftrates.  The  new  magiftrates  regulated  the 
affairs  of  thecity,  changed  the  feal  and  the  arms  in  dcfpite 
of  the  bifliop,  who  was  at  laft  compelled  to  renounce  bi$ 
.     iflignity. 

fftlliam  of  Mechlin  was  the  firft  of  the  fuGceeding  pre- 
]atai  who  attempted  to  reftore  the  epifcopal  authority  ;  his 
{efforts  were  bold,  but  unfuccefsful :  the  magiftrates  of  L/Sf- 
rechty  feconded  by  the  Hollanders,  made  him  prifoner.  He 
{)rpke  out  of  confinement,  fled  to  Rome,  levied  an  army, 
and  waged  war  againft  his  fubje3s :  often  victorious,  fome- 
jtimes  vanquifbed^  he  fell  at  laft  in  battle ;  leaving  the  mar 
ejftfates  §nd  people  in  the  fiiU  jpofTeffion  of  th^ir  liberties. 
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smd  thB  fupreme  authority.    His  fucceflbr,  left  enterpriiing 

and  ambitious,  prudently  coniiniied  the  privileges  of  the     A.  D. 

magiftrates,  granting  them  charters  to  that  cffcS ;  which  he     1  Z^o. 

had  fcarce  figned,  when  he  fuddenly  expired.     The  fucceed- 

ing  bifliops  made  a  handle  of  this  extraordinary  evtnt^  as  if 

jt  had  been  a  judgment  from  heaven  to  avenge  thic  impiety 

of  furrendering  the  rights  of  the  church.     They  endeavour- 

icd  to  recover  the  authority  of  which  they  were  unjuftly  di* 

vefted  \  long  ftruggles  enfued,  and  the  people,  whenever 

they  found  themfelves  unable  to  refift,  called  in  the  affiftance     ^  ^* 

of  fome  neighbouring  power.    David,  the  natural  fon  of     H^^* 

Philip  duke  of  Burgundy,  was  fo  violently  oppofed  by  the 

magiftrates,  that  he  abdicated  the  epifcopal  throne.'    Fre^  I 

deric  prince  of  Baden  being  eleded  bifhop,  he  retired  to 

Jidentz,  unable  to  fupport  the  feditious  humour  of  his  fub- 

jedls  ;  Maximilian,  to  whom  he  was  allied,  oppofed  his  dif- 

miilion,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  return  to  Utrecht :  he  might 

have  lived  in  peace,  had  not  his  ambition  and  avarice  again 

obliged  the  people  to  revolt.     Philip,  the  baftard  fon  of 

Philip  of  Burgundy  y  was  next  ele£led :  as  this  prince  had  always 

been  bred  at  court,  where  he  had  learned  only  the  art  of  war 

and  politics,  he  found  himfelf  greatly  embarrafled  with  the 

ecclefiaftical  dignity.     In  his  fpirituaFcapacity  Philip  acquirer 

(ed  no  great  reputation ;  he  therefore  purfued  the  maxims  of 

^  temporal  prince,  rendered  himfelf  refpeAable  by  his  pru- 

idence^  and  formidable  by  his  valour.  :  the  troops  of  France 

and  Guelderknd  experienced  his  ability  in  the  field.     Eraf- 

mus  highly  extols  this  prelate ;  but  bis  amours  drew  upon 

}iim  the  cenfures  of  the  church. 

Hitherto  the  biihops  of  Utrecht  nfcre  the  friends  and 
allies  of  the  imperial  crown  ;  Charles  V.  wanted  an  opportU'- 
liity  of  appropriating  the  fovereignty  to  himfelf;  and  he  fuc* 
s:eeded  in  the  following  manner.  Henry,  fon  of  the  count  ^^  p 
palatine  of  favaria,  was  preferred  to  a  great  number  of  1^24.! 
other  competitors,  and  elected  bifliop  of  Utrecht  by  a  great 
inajority  j  he  was  hardly  eftablithed  in  his  new  dignity, 
when  he  cited  the  fenate  and  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam  be- 
fore his  tribunal,  for  permitting  clandeftine  marriages.  In- 
^ead  of  pbeying  the  prelate's  (ummons,  the  Hollanders  pre- 
ferred their  complaints  to  Charles  V.  as  earl  of  Holland, 
That  prince  annulled  the  bifhop's  fentence,  and  removed  thp 
excommunication  denounced  againft  the  fenate ;  declaring 
both  unjuft,  arbitrary,  and  contrary  to  the  privileges  of  the 
(ity.     His  ambitioi)  did  not  £top  here  |  he  encroached  on 

r  0yic9»  ibid.  p»  ip/f..    Bauvia  Sacra,  1.  i,  ix. 
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the  liberties  of  Utrecht^    and  fa  excited  the  refentment  of 
the  people,  that  one  day  they  ffaut  the  gates  and  denied  him 
entrance.     The  prelate  raifed  an  army,  the  magiftrates  call- 
ed in  the  forces  of  Guelderlandy  a  bicbdy  war  commenced, 
and  the  country  was  defolated  by  the  epifcopal  forces,  who 
deftroyed  all  before  them  with   fire  and  fword  :  he   foon, 
however,  was  unable  to  fupport  his  army  j  the  troops  mu- 
tined  for  want  of  pay,  and  the  bifliop  applied  to  the  empe- 
ror for  money.     Charles^  like  a  true  politician,  feized  this 
opportunity  of  accomplifhing  his  defign  ;  he  furniibed  the 
fum  required,  on  condition  that  the  bilhop  ceded  to  him  the 
A-  D.    foVereignty  of  L/Jrr^ffo  and  its  dependencies.    The  firft  treaty 
ca  7.       was  figned  at  S^honhoven  ;  but  the   magiftrates  and  people, 
incenfed  at  the  bilbop's  difbonourable  proceedings,  fo  con- 
trary to  their  liberties,  depofed  him,  eletJled  another,  and 
refolved  to  defend  their  privileges  again  ft  all  the  power  of 
the  empire.     In  the  fhort  war  that  enfued,  the  province  was 
cruelly  harraiTed,  but  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  invincible  : 
at  length,  fome  perfons  attached  to  the  emperor  and  the 
depofed    prelate,   privately   introduced  a  body  of  imperial 
forces  into  the  city,  the  biihop  returned,  and  made  his  pub- 
lic entrance,  and  three  days  after  propofed  to  the  clergy  and 
council  the  neceffity  of  yielding  to  the  emperor,  and  making 
entire  ceiBon  of  the  fovereignty  to  a  prince  able  to  proted 
them,  and  who  would   undoubtedly  obtain  by  force  what 
they  now  had  an  opportunity  of  gran  tin  gas  a  favour.  Warm 
debates  arofe  in  the  aflembly,  but  to  little  purpofe,  as  the 
town  was  already  in  the  poffefEon  of  the  Imperialijis^     At 
length,  all  agreed  in  figning  an  inftrument,  whereby  the  fo- 
vereignty was  perpetually  vefted  in  the  houfe  of  ^«/?riV7.* 
A-  D.         Some  years  after  Charles  V.  united  the  province  to  Hoi- 
1534-     ^^  ^^^  Zealand,  An  inftrument  was  drawn  up,  whereby  the 
•provinces  were  to  be  governed  by  the  ftadtholder,  cemented  fo 
'  ftridlly  as  never  to  be  feparated  by  marriage,  fale,  bargain,  or 
engagement,  and  united  fo  intricately,  that  the  fame  laws 
fliould  take  place  in  all ;  criminals  banifhed  from  one  pro* 
vince  could  not  be  (kreened  in  another;   ih  a  word,  it  was 
^  propofed,  that  the  government,  money,  cuftoms,  and  laws,- 
ihould  be  the  fame  in  Holland^  Utrecht y  and  Zealand  \  each 
however  r^ferving  its  own  peculiar  rights,  exclufive  of  the 
general  union.     This  plan  of  union  could  not,  however, 
a  long  time  be  rendered  complete,  or  fully  executed  ;  it  was 
peverthelefs  renewed   in    1584.     The  other  provinces  were 
farmed  at  the  confederacy};  but  fuch  arguments  were  urged 
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as  quieted  their  apprefaeniions  $  and  the  uiiion  at  laft  be- 
came general  among  the  feven  provinces.^ 

No  people  on  earth  were  more  paflionatelj  enamoured  oi Ancient 
liberty,  or  more  obftinate  in  the  defence  of  freedom,  than  hiftory  of 
the  inhabitants  o^Frtfeland.    The  fortune,  the  military  Ikill,  Frifeiand, 
and  the  power  of  the  Romans  however  prevailed.     Dru/us 
attacked  them  in  every  quarter  with  fuch  irrefiftible  im- 
petuofity,  that  they  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman  em-r 
pire.     At  the  death  of  this  general  |:hey  revolted,  malTacred 
all  the  Romans  in  the  province,  defeated  the  army  fent  a- 
gain/l  them  under  Apronius^  and  again  glorioufly  recovered 
their  liberty,  after  having  lived  forty  years  in  fubjeSion." 
Complaints  were  carried  to  the  emperor  fferoj^  that  the 

^  Frifms'  had  not  only  abjured  his  fovereignty,  but  feized 
upon  certain  land  belonging  to  the  empire,  and  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Roman  troops.  The  ambafladors  of 
the  province  boldly  appeared  at  court,  aflerted  to  the  cm-f 
peror's  face,  that  no  nation  exceeded  the  Frijons  in  equity 
and  valour ;  protefted  their  defire  of  living  in  amity  with 
the  Romans^  but  not  in  fubje<5lion  ^  and  concluded  with  de- 

^  manding  a  place  in  Pompeyh  theatre,  to  which  they  under-«> 
ftood  they  had  a  right  as  ambafladors.^  * 

For  a  long  feries  of  years  the  Frijelanders  enjoyed  their 
liberty ;  but  moft  hiftorians  relate,  that  on  the  decline  of 
the  Roman  empire,  they  fell  under  the  dominion  of  Xhe 
Francs.  Adalgife^  who  is  confidered  as  the  firft  Chriftian 
king  of  Frifehnd^  refufed  to  pay  the  Francs  homage ;  a  war 
^nfued,  and  Pepin  was  forced  to  give  battle  to  Radbode^  the 
fucceedjng  monarch,  who  purfued  the  independent  fyftem  of 
his  father.  Radhode  was  defeated,  but  his  valour  procured 
him  PepirC%  efteem,  whofe  daughter  he  married.  This 
harmony  was  of  (hort  duration ;  Charles  Martel  returned 
\yith  a  numerous  army,  gave  battle  to  Radhode^  and  was 
cortipleatly  overthrown,  with  prodigious  flaughter :  Charles  /^^  jy 
left  the  Frifelanders  unmolefted,  while  he  had  other  bufmefs  «j^^ 
in  hand :  as  foon  as  he  was  at  liberty,  he  determined  to 
wipe  off  the  late  diflionour.  He  invaded  the  province  with 
a  formidable  fquadron  and  numerous  army,  fought  divers 
bloody  battles,  and  at  laft  fo  far  fubdued  the  fpirit  of  the  in- 
t^abitants,  that  they  confented'  to  acknowledge  his  fuperio- 
rity,  but  not  his  fovereignty :  the  former  exprei&on  was 
equivocal  %  the  latter  wpuld  be  a  plain  confeffion  that  they 

*  Id.  ibid.  "  Dig,  Hift.  lib.  xli.  v.  cxxvi.  cxxvii; 
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were  fubdued.*  Under  Charlemagne  the  province  was  ablb- 
lutely  conquered,  the  Frifelanders  agreeing  to  pay  a  tribute 
'  of  thirty  pounds  of  filver  annually.  It  was  the  policy  of 
Charlemagne  to  govern  the  province  by  counts  or  lieutenants  : 
Frijebnd  was  signed  to  the  diredion  of  a  governor,  with 
the  title  of  Potejias  or  Podejlad.  Forieman  the  Great  was  the 
firft  perfon  invefted  with  this  title  and  employment  i  he 
prefided  at  courts  of  juftice,  reprefenting  the  emperor's  per- 
fon, and  executed  all  the  orders  of  the  imperial  court.  The 
great  fervices  performed  by  Forteman  and  the  Frifelanders^ 
againft  the  Saxons^  fo  won  upon  Charlemagne  ^zt  he  exempt- 
ed the  province  from  every  mark  of  fervitude,  declared  it  free, 
and  left  the  inhabitants  to  fix  upon  what  plan  of  govern- 
ment they  thought  proper.  They  made  no  alteration,  but 
continued  Forteman  for  his  life  in  the  government. 
A.  D.  The  adminiftration  of  Ludigman^  the  fecond  podeftad, 
8^8  '    ^^  '^^^  fortunate.    In  his  time  the  province  was  invaded  by 

^  *  the  Normans^  and  after  the  defeat  of  the  Frifelanders  wholly 
deftroyed  j  thofe  barbarians  fparing  no  fex,  age,  or  condition. 
Haarmany  the  fourth  podeftad,  was  in  the  fame  manner  in- 
fefted  by  the  Danes,  enemies  no  lefs  cruel  than  the  Normans. 
Sigefrid,  their  king,  exerted  the  .mofl  defpotic  tyranny,  but 
the  valour  of  Haarman  refcued  the  Frifelanders,  expelled  the 
Danes,  and  flew  their  king.  Galem,  the  next  podeftad,  took 
every  precaution  to  fecure  his  coafts  againft  thofe  fwarms  of 
barbarians  ifiuing  annually  out  of  the  northern  kingdoms. 
All  his  endeavours  could  not,  however,  prevent  great  num- 
bers from  fettling  in  the  country,  where  their  d^fcendants 
continued  for  a  term  of  years  y. 
A   D         ff^lSam,  earl  of  Holland,  and  king  of  the  Romans,  beftowed 

*  *  many  valuable  privileges  on  the  Frifelanders*  He  hoped,  by 
^2^'  gaining  their  affedions,  he  (hould  obtain  the  fovereignty  of 
the  province;  but  the  podeftad  Sierdama,  fupported  by  a 
numerous  body  of  the  people,  declared,  they  would  never 
betray  their  country  to  oblige  an  emperor ;  and  to  convince 
fFilliam  of  their  refolution,  they  ftruck  a  medal,  on  the  re- 
verfe  of  which  was  this  motto  in  Latin,  ♦'  l^iberty  prevails 
ever  gold  r^  This  was  cpnftrued  as  an  affront  by  William. 
He  led  his  army  twice  into  the  province,  and  was  flain  in  the 
fecond  expedition  ^. 

Marten  A  was  one  of  the  moft  warlike  of  the  podeftads. 
He  drove  away  the  foreigners,  who  came  in  iboals  to  invade 
the  province,  defeated  the  Hollanders,  burned  the  town  of 
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Enckhufej  the  inhabitants  of  which  made  a  dcfccnt  on  Frife^ 
landy  and  laid  all  the  furrounding  territory  defolate.  Many 
of  the  noble  families,  now  flourifhing  in  the  provinces,  are 
lineally  defcended  from  this  hero.  After  his  death,  the  elec^ 
tion  of  a  fucceflbr  produced  two  violent  factions,  Xalled 
Skirranghers  and  ff^ath&persy  which  for  a  number  of  years 
filled  the  country  with  confufion  and  difcord.  Invingen^  his  - 
fucceflbr,  maintained  his  poft  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  Be* 
fides  the  domefiic  ^troubles,  he  had  to  fuftain  a  foreign  war 
againft  jtlbert  of  Bavaria,  who  entered  the  province  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  upon  fome  provocation.  Iwvtngen 
endeavoured,  on  account  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  to 
keep  the  Fnfelanders  within  their  camp ;  but  their  impetuo- 
fity  would  fubmit  to  no  teftraint.*  They  marched  into  the 
open  field,  fought  with  the  utmoft  obflinacy,  nor  yielded 
vidory,  before  almoft  their  whole  army  was  cut  in  pieces* 
Albert^  leaving  garrifons  in  the  other  towns,  retired ;  and  lb 
low  were  the  Frifelanders  reduced,  that  feveral  perfons  reliifed 
to  accept  the  dignity  of  podefbd.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
violence  of  the  two  fadions  rendered  the  office  equally  fa« 
tiguing,  unprofitable,  and  dangerous.  Topleafe  both  parties, 
and  in  fbme  meafure  clofe  thofe  wounds  that  brought  the 
;  ftate  to  the  laft  gafp,  two  podeftads  were  elected,  one  out  of 
'  each  (adion.  This  expedient  did  not  anfwer  expedation  ; 
the  people  ranged  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  the  difie- 
rent  podeftads,  and  fought  with  all  the  acrimony  of  inveterate 
enemies.  Ambition  had  begun  the  quarrel,  and  now  habi- 
tual an imofity  continued  it;  for  all  real  caufe  of  diflenfion 
was  removed  by  the  divifion  and  partition  of  the  fupreme 
power."  The  parties  were  gratified  with  all  they  could  re- 
<)uire ;  but  they  could  not  be  fatiated  with  blood  until  they 
had  extirpated  each  other,  and  ruined  their  country.  In 
what  manner  this  province  became  fubje£b  to  the  empire  we  A.  D« 
know  not;  but  a  declaration  of  Sigifmund^Sy  declaring  it  un-  H'?*  > 
alienable,  and  impofing  a  tribute,  renders  the  fa6l  undoubted* 
Probable  it  is,  that  the  weaker  faftion  befought  the  em- 
peror's protedion,  and,  as  an  equivalent,  furrendered  their 
privileges**. 

A  LONG  war  between  Joan  of  Bavaria,  and  Philip  the 
Good,  of  Burgundy,  ended  in  the  redu(9;ion  of  Frif eland, 
which  pafled  into  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Afterwards  the 
province  became  'fubjeS  to  the  houfe  of  Aujiria,  but  never 
recovered  its  liberty  until  the  revolt  in  the  Netbirland$  gave 
birth  to  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces. 
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Ancient  WiTH  tti^di  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  oiOveryJJH,  ther« 

biftory  of  are  various  opinions  among  the  learned.  To  avoid  critical 
Overyi&l.  difquifitions,  we  ihall  exhibit  that  which  to  us  feems  founded 
upon  the  beft  authority.  All  agree  that  the  province  was  firft 
peopled  by  a  nation  called  Saltans ;  but  as  feveral  different 
nations  bore  this  name,  the  difficulty  is,  to  afcertain  which  of 
them  firft  migrated  mto  Overyjfel.  Writers  diftinguifli  the 
riyer  IJfel  into  old  and  ntw  \  the  former  was  called  &ala^  and 
the  latter  was  the  Fojfa  Drujiana^  or  communication  opened 
by  Drufus^  between  the  BJjim  and  the  IJfel^  lower  dow^i  than 
their  firft  confluence.  On  the  banks  of  the  Old  IJJeU  or  &ala^ 
lived  a  people  called,  from  the  name  of  the  river.  Saltans*  In 
their  neighbourhood  were  the  Skambri^  and  both  were  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Romans  by  the  river.  Ammianm  Marcellinus 
mentions  their  frequent  irruptions,  their  warlike  humour, 
the  battles  they  fought  with  Juliany  the  fervices  they  after* 
wards  afforded  him,  and  the  regard  he  exprefied  for  this  na- 
tioAi^.  Tacitus  defcribes  their  fituation  and  manners  fo  juftly 
and  expreffively,  that  we  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  their 
having  been  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  we  now  call 
Overyffelj  which  extends  along  the  banks  of  the  JJ/el,  To 
ftrengthen  our  conjeQure,  that  part  of  the  province  bordering 
upon  the  river  is  ftill  called  -  Salandi^  or  the  land  of  the  Sa- 
Hans  (B).  And  the  river  itfelf,  which  waters  the  province., 
was  for  many  ages  called  the  Sala  ^. 

The  manners  and  government  of  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Overyjfel  are  admirably  painted  by  Tacitus,  They  had  a 
general,  to  whom  they  committed  the  conduct  of  the  army. 
He  held  the  title  of  king,  but  he  was  chofen  by  the  people, 
and  his  authority  circumfcribed  to  narrow  limits.  The 
whole  legiflatiye  power  was  in  the  people,  and  a  part  of  the 


^  Snoc.  lib.   xiii.  cap.  ix. 
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(B)  Writers  mention  a  people 
called  Saltans^  towards  Lorrain^ 
between  the  Rhinet  the  Meufef 
and  MofelU.  Livy  fpcaks  of  a 
'  nation  of  this  name  in  Provence. 
Modern  authors  alledge,  that 
feme  officci'8  of  the  imperial 
court  had  the  name  of  Saltans, 
•*  Majores  domus  aut  Salas,** 
From  one  or  other  of  thefe,  they 


<^  JuN.  Batav.   cap.  ix. 
Anc.  Univer.  Hift.  torn.  xvi. 


pretend  to  deduce  the  origin  pf 
the  Salique  law,  or  that  regula- 
tion by  which  the  female  line  is 
excluded  from  fucceeding  to  the 
crown  in  France,  It  would  be 
entering  upon  dry  and  tedious 
criticifm,  to  follow  authors  thro* 
this  fubje6l;  what  we  have 
faid  is  all  that  can  be  aiTerted 
with  probability. 

exec^tive, 
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executive,  particularly  what  regarded  punifliments.  All  pub^ 
lie  affairs  were  canvafTed  in  general  aflemblies  of  the  cities,  or 
rather  of  the  clans.  Here  a  prieft  affifted,  whofe  province  it 
was  to  preferve  folemn  order  and  decorum.  Each  of  the 
chiefs  delivered  his  fentiments,  and  was  favourably  heard,  in 
proportion  to  his  reputation  for  eloquence,  military  valour,  of 
patriot  virtue.  Shouts,  cries,  and  the  rattling  of  arms,  notified 
the  approbation  of  the  af&mbly.  Among  the  Saltans  w^re  three 
kinds  of  punifliments.  Petty  criminals  were  mulded  a 
horfe,  cow,  or  fome  other  animal,  which  makes  their  code 
widely  different  from  the  Salique  law,  where  fines  were  aU 
ways  paid  in  fpecie.  Traitors  were  hanged  on  the  neareft 
tree,  and  infamous  perfons  thrown  into  the  fea,  or  ftifled  in 
mud  ;  and  as  to  quarrels  and  differences,  they  were  ufually 
decided  by  iingle  combat.  It  is  abfurd  to  derive  the  Salique 
law,  fo  celebrated  in  Europe^  from  the  cuftoms  of  the  inhabi-w 
tants  of  OveryffeL  Pi'obabilityjs  flrongly  againftthis  etymon, 
which  cannot  indeed  be  fupported  by  a  fingle  argument  be- 
fides  the  affinity  of  names.  Several  excellent  writers  have 
made  it  appear,  that  the  Salique  law  is  nothing  more  than  an 
abridgment  of  the  code  of  law  in  ufe  among  the  Francs^. 

CHARLE MAGH E  introduced  great  changes  into 
the  government  of  Overyjfel^  which  he  conquered,  while  the 
king  and    army  were  engaged  in  France.     Counts  were 
created  governors,  to  adminiiler  juflice  in  the  king's  nahie.* 
They  were  to  be  aififled  by  an  officer,  termed  Sculletj  with- 
out whom  no  a£b  of  th^ governor's  was  valid  or  legal.     In 
the  divifion  of  the  empire,  between  Charles  the  Bald,  and 
Lewis  of  Bavaria.^  Overyjfel  and  the  other  provinces  "were  ad- 
judged to  Lewii ;  but  he  was  forced  to  fupport  his  right  l^ 
.continual  yf^xt  with  the  emperor  Lotharius^  which  defolated 
the  country.  -  Next  Over^el  became  fubjcft  to  the  bifhops    A.  D, 
of  Utrechty  more  oppreffive  and  arbitrary  fovereigns  than     ggy. 
•  either  the  emperor,  or  houfe  oiBavaria*    This  indeed  was  a 
power  they  aQumed,  but  what  the  people  never  ackno\y]edged, 
and  which  they  only  exercifed  when  their  fortune  in  war 
happened  to  prevail.     Barnulph  was  the  firfl  biihop  who  ren- 
dered his  dominion  univerfai  over  that  province ;  and  he  in- 
deed governed  it  with  all  the  rigour  of  an  ecclefiaflic,  ambi- 
.  tious  of  power,  and  infolent  in  the  poffeifion.     He,  however,    > 
admitted  the  imperial  fovereignty,  as  appears  by  His  making    A.  D^ 
application  to  Henry  IIL  to  confirm  him  in  his  jurifdiStion.     io28« 
In  a  word,  the  intrigue,  the  capacity,  and  policy  of  this  pre- 
.late,  raifed  him  to  the  fovereignty  oiOveryffil^  for- as  to  the 
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emperor's  confirmation,  i(  was  a  mere  empty  compliment^ 
made  with  intention  to  quiet  alarms,  and  lull  the  jealoufy 
Henry  might  entertain  of  the  growing  power  of  tbie  fee  of 
Utrecht.  At  length,  however,  the  inhabitants  perceiving  the 
afpiring  views  of  the  biihops,  determined  to  fet  bounds  to 
their  authority.  The  moft  natural  barrier  of  liberty  that 
occurred,  was,  reftoring  the  power  of  the  ftates,  an  ancient 
form  of  government  in  all  the  provinces,  and  long  negleded 
in  OveryJfeU  under  the  kings,  counts,  and  bifhops.  Whether 
this  refolution  met  with  oppofition  we  know  not.  Probably 
the  bifbops  dreaded  difcovering  their  real  defigns,  by  ob- 
flrudling  a  meafure  fo  wholfome,  fo  equitable  and  conftitu- 
tional.  The  executive  power  ftill  remained  with  them,  but 
the  legiflative  was  lodged  in  the  ftates,  and  the  fovereigns, 
united  in  council.  The  biihops  abufed  even  this  remnant 
of  their  authority.  By  the  permiflion  given  them  of  wield- 
ing the  fword,  they  engaged  the  province  in  perpetual  wars; 
and  though  they  were  generally  vidorious,  yet  their  conquefts 
&rved  only  to  depopulate  and  impoverifh  the  country.  HoU 
hnd^  Guetderlandy  and  Frijelandy  experienced  the  weight  of 
their  arms^  but  the  province  almoft  funk  under  the  burthen 
bf  taxes,  and  the  ravages  confequent  on  a  perpetual  courfe  of 
war.  Frequently  the  people,  who  deduced  no  benefit  from 
the  moft  brilliant  vidories,  oppofed  the  march  of  the  army, 
and  when  they  found  the  bifhops  engaged  in  Moody  wars, 
flood  fpetSlators  of  the  event,  and  regulated  their  condu<ft  ac- 
cordingly. This  cautious  conduct  of  the  ftates  proves  their 
inclination  to  throw  off"  their  fubjedlion  to  the  biihops,  and 
likewife  their  inability,  until  thofe  prelates  were  weakened  by 
the  violence  of  their  confli£^s,  the  number  of  their  battles, 
and  the  extent  of  their  conquefts,  which  it  requir^^d  a  con- 
ftant  ftanding  force  to  maintain  ^. 

But,  befides  the  ftates,  there  was  another  check  on  the 
ambition  of  thofe  warlike  ecclefiaftics.  The  lords  or  t^arons 
of  the  province,  many  of  whom  were  powerful,  and  all  abfo- 
lutc  within  their  own  jurifdi<9:ions,  frequently  armed  their 
vaflals,  entered  into  a  confederacy,  and  violently  oppofed 
the  biftiops.  Bloody  battles  were  fought,  but  the  fortune  of 
the  barons  prevailing,  animofity  and  the  defire  of  revenge 
fiimulated  theqi  to  folicit  the  proteftion  of  the  empire,  to  ad- 
mit the  imperial  troops  into  their  ftrong  towns,  and  tp  reduce 
the  power  of  the  biftiops,  by  acknowledging  a  fovereignty 
more  abfolute  and  defpotic,  becaufe  it  was  more  potent  and 
able  to  enforce  fubje<aioi^.    Even  the  firft  effeds  of  this  refo- 
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iuttoh  proved  fatal.  The  imperial  troops,  at  fkft  iritroducecl  j 
not  being  fufficient  wholly  to  expel  the  ecclefiaftical  army, 
plundered  and  deftroyed  the  country,  under  pretence  of  de- 
fending the  privileges  of  the  people.  The  neighbouring 
ftates  took  advantage  of  the  ruinous  Condition  oi  OverjffiL 
They  niade  terrible  irruptions,  and  fuily  revenged  the  de- 
feats and  difgraces  fuftained  from  the  fpirited  conduct  of  the 
biihops.  At  laft  the  province  experienced  a  fudden  and  ex- 
traordinary revolution,  owing  to  the  prodigality  of  John  III. 
biihop  of  Utrecht^  raifed  to  the  epifcopal  throne  by  one  of 
thofe  bold  ftrokes  which  the  popes  foilietimes  hazarded,  td 
tlifplay  their  power,  and  procure  a  confeffion  of  their  fove- 
reignty*  The  fituation  of  the  empire  had  obliged  the  empe* 
lor  to  neglcd  the  affairs  of  Overyjfel^  the  epifcopal  fee  was 
vacant,  and  the  chapter,  in  which  always  refided  the  right  of 
clcdion,  raifed  the  lord  of  Bronkhorft  to  this  dignity.  How- 
ever the  pk>pe  thought  proper  to  declare  this  eledion  void, 
appointing  a  creature  of  his  own,  the  fecretary  of  the  French 
king,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  oi  John  III.  The 
profufion  and  diffipation  of  the  new  prelate  (oon  encumbered 
him  with  fuch  an  enormous  load  of  d^bt,  as  rendered  it  ne^ 

.ceflary  to  mortgage  a  great  part  of  his'  territories.  He  found 
means  to  involve  the  province  in  his  diftrefs ;  and,  to  extri^ 
catc  themfelves,  the  ftates  were  forced  to  difpofe  of  feveral 
fiefs,  which  greatly  retrenched  their  extent  of  dominion/. 
Zealand^  Twenthiy  and  Follenhove,  were  fold  to  the  duke  of 
Guelderland^  and  earl  of  Holland,  John^  however,  paying  the 
laft  tribute  to  nature,  Frederic  Blankenheymen  wis  elevated  to 
the  epifcopal  throne,  and  foon  redeemed  by  his  penury  and 
avarice  what  John  had  fold  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  profli- 
gacy. In  particular,  he  recovered  the  caftle  and  appennage 
of  Vollenhove^  in  which  he  fpent  the  laft  days  of  his  life.  ^^  jj. 
The  parfimony  of  Blankenheymen  would  feem  to  have  reftored  j  1  xaJ 
in  fomc  meafure  the  power  of  the  biftiops.  The  wealth  of 
the  epifcopal  fee  gave  it  influence,  enabled  the  prelates  to  ex- 
tend their  views,  and  to  build  and  garrifon  forts  and  caftles, 
to  reftrain  the  infults  of  neighbouring  ftates,  and  over- awe 
the  attempts  of  the  people  to  recover  their  liberty.  In  this 
manner  Florence  fortified  Hardemherg^  which  he  made  the 
place  of  his  refidence  in  OveryJfeL  But  all  thefc  precautions 
could  not  hinder  the  people  from  revoltmg  againft  David  of 
Burgundy  natural  fon  of  Philip  the  Good^  who  was  eie<fted    A.  D^ 

.  hifho^oi  Utrecht.   The  inhabitants  of  Ov^rj;^/ threw  oiF  the    1457- 
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yoke,  refufed  to  acknowledge  htm,  difregarded  all  bis  ^ritual 
denunciations,  and  prepared  to  reiift  his  temporal  power. 
They  even  had  the  boldnefs  to  accuTe  ^he  pope  of  corruption, 
and  affirm  that  he  had  been  influenced  by  the  duke  of  Bur»  ' 
gundy*%  money  to  confirm  the  election.    Pbilipj  incenfed  a£ 
the  affront  offered  to  his  fon,  poured  his  troops  into  Overy/'- 
felf  over- run  the  country  with  three  great  armies,  and  laid 
fiege  to  Deventer.    After  a  fiege  of  nine  weeks,  the  duke  of 
Cleves  offered  his  mediation,  obliged  Pbilip  to  relinquifh  the 
fiege,  and  the  province  to  acknowledge  the  bifliop.    David 
held  the  dignity  for  forty  years,  and  died  in  the  year  1497  ^« 
Nothing  extraordinary  happened  from  this  time  until  the 
province  pafTed  into  the  houfe  of  Aujiria^  Charles  V.  taking 
pofTeffion,  in  confequence  of  the  ceffion  made  to  him  of  the 
diocefe  of  Utrecht.    His  fon  Philip  II.  was  acknowledged  in 
1584 ;  t4ie  inhabitants  fwore  fidelity  to  him,  but  he  did  not 
long  keep  pofTeffion.    The  rebellion  broke  out  in  the  Ne^ 
therlands^  the  tide  of  fa£lion  became  itrong,  and  Overjffel  fol-  • 
lowed*  the  curVent  of  popular  humour,  entered  into  the  de- 
figns  of  Utrecht^  and  formed  a  part  of  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces, 
Ancient         SoME  writers  afcribe  great  antiquity  to  the  province  of 
hiftoryof  Groningen^  deducing  the  name  from  fome  of  die  mofl  re- 
Gronin-     nowned  Trojan  warriors.     Such  afTertions  are  founded  in 
^°fw^   imagination,  and  merit  no  confideration.     But  a  learned  an- 
*  ^ \    A      ^4"^^'^n  of  that  country  proves  irrefragably,  that  Groningtn 
™  /^.  **   ^  the  citadel  built  by  the  Roman  general  Corbulo^  to  fecure 
roundi/rfi-    ^^  obedience  of  the  Frifelanders,  or  at  leafl  reflrain  their  ir- 
territory,    ruptions  into  the  Roman   territories**.     This  allegation  is 
confirmed  by  a  great  number  of  ingenious  remarks  on  the 
route  of  Germanicusj  when  he  marched  againft  the  Cheru/ciy 
and  particularly  by  the  conformity  between  the  governments 
of  Groningen  and  of  ancient  Rome.    In  the  former  we  find  a 
fenate,  inveflcd  with  fo'vereign  authority,  confuls,  praetors, 
cenfors,  and  aediles,  and,  occafionally,  a  dictator.     Several 
of  the  laws  appear  to  be  founded  direflly  on  the  Twelve  Tables  y 
and  yet,  after  all,  there  are  fcarce  any  monuments  of  the 
Roman  power  remaining.    From   thefe  circumflances  wc 
mufl  infer,  that  Grtf«/«^^«  was  originally  a  iJ^z«<wi  colony, 
which,  towards  the  decline  of  the  empire,  raifed  itfelf  to  in- 
dependency.    It  became  afterwards  fubje£):  to  the  bifhdps  of 
Utrecht^  though  we  are  not  particularly  informed  of  the  ftcps 
by  which  thofe  prelates  acquired  the  fovereignty.    In  the 
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eleventh  century,  Grontngen  was  a  flourilhing  city,  had  a  very  ^ 
extenfivc  territory,  but  was  nevertheiefs  dependent  on  the 
fee  of  Uirecht,  The  inhabitants  revolted  againft  Godfrey  the 
bifhop ;  he  laid  iiege  to  the  city  ;  it  was  valiantly  defended 
againft  Godfrey  and  the  earl  of  Holland^  and  at  length  relieved 
by  the  emperor's  mterpofition,  who  reconciled  the  bifliop 
and  the  citizens.  In  this  war  Grontngen  loft  a  great  part  of 
its  territory.'  The  city  afterwards  became  the  fubjeft  of 
contention  between  the  fee  of  Utrecht  and-  the  earls  of  HoU 
land.  Each  pretended  a  right,  and  the  emperor  claimed  to 
hioifelf  the  power  of  afiing  in  quality  of  umpire,  as  feudal 
lord.  Sometime  after  Grontngen  flourimed  exceedingly,  grew 
fo  wealthy  and  powerful,  that,  like  Rome^  the  city  afpired  at  ' 

the  conqueft  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  efpecially  of 
Frifeland^  Albert  of  Saxony  was  fent  by  the  emperor  Maxi^ 
milian  to  check  the  defigns  formed  by  the  Gruns,  for  fo  the 
inhabitants  of  Grontngen  were  called.  The  emperor  propofed 
reducing  Frifeland  under  his  own  obedience,  and  thought  it 
could  not  be  tpore  commodioufly  efFedled  than  by  protefting 
the  province  againft  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Gruns,  A 
war  enfued  ;  Albert  laid  fie^e  lo  Grontngen^  and  the  citizens 
repelled  all  his  attacks  with  the  utmoft  valour  and  magnani- 
mity. After  fuffering  extreme  hardfliips,  they  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  biihop  of  Utrecht^  whereby  they  confented 
that  a  judge  flipuld  be  nominated  by  the  prelate,  to  prefide  in 
the  city,  but  under  the  diredion  of  the  magiftrates,  and  with 
this  provifo,  that  the  city  ihould  be  left  in  the  full  poiTeflion 
of  liberty.  Under  the  proteftiori  of  the  bifhop  they  hoped  to  A.  D# 
efcape  the  imperial  yoke ;  however,  when  it  was  propofed  that  I49^» 
they  fhould  reftore  to  the  emperor  their  conquefts  in  Frifelandy 
the  Gri^;zj  boldly  declared,  they  would  rather  hazard  all  than 
evacuate  what  had  been  purchafed  with  their  blood. ,  The 
congrefs  broke  up,  and  the  war  was  renewed  with  Albert  of 
Saxony  J  whom  they  defeated.  Albert  died  of  chagrin,  and 
left  his  difgrace  to  be  revenged  by  his  fons,  Henry  and  George , 
who  attacked  the  Griins  with  great  violence  and  impetuofity. 
Grontngen  applied  for  aid  to  the  duke  of  Guelderland^-y  but  the 
confequehce  was,  that,  after  a  tedious  and  ruinous  war,  the  A.  D* 
<;ity  was  furrendered  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  1536- 

As  to  the  Ommelandsy  or  country  furrounding  Grontngen^ 
it  formerly  compofed  a  fovcreignty  independent  on  the  city. 
That  quarter  called  the  Fivelingo  was  governed  by  confuls, 
generally  chofen  out  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  On  the 
decline  of  the  ftate,  the  confular  dignity  dwindled  into  the 
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office  of  Efchevin^  or  magiftratc  of  juftice.  Several  civil 
Wars  were  lighted  up  by  the  ambition  of  certain  families  to 
obtain  the  confulQiip  ;  and  this  might  poiEbly  be  the  reafon 
it'hy  the  dignity  declined.  The  people  found  it  neceflary  to 
retrench  the  authority  of  that  fupreme  magiftrate,  in  order  to 
reftrain  the  ambition  of  competitors,  induced  by  the  elevation 
in  which  it  placed  them,  to  afpire  at  the  office.  In  the  year 
1280  a  war  broke  out  among  the  candidates  for  the  conful- 
Ihip,  that  almoft  terminated  in  the  deftruSion  of  the  country. 
Houfes  were  burned,  fields  dcftroyed,  old  men,  women,  and 
children  maflacred  with  the  moft  favage  barbarity,  and  unre- 
lenting anirtiofity. 

One  circumftance  fliews,  that  part  of  the  Ommelands  was 
fubje<a  to  the  fpiritual  jurifdiftiqn  of  the  biihop  oi  Munfter. 
Ludolphus^  one.  of  the  iJifliops,  laid  the  whole  territory  of 
Fivelmgo  under  a  fevere  intdrdidlion,  for  having  efpoufed 
certain  perfons  profecuted  for  the  violent  death  of  a  clergy- 
.  riian.  But  the  Ommelanders  long  refufed  to  acknowledge  the 
fovere ignty  of  the  bifhops  of  Utrecht^  after  they  were  pof- 
•  feffed  of  the  fupreme  authority  of  Groningen^,  Nothing 
fliews  more  clearly  that  they  -were  an  independent,  free 
people  at  a  late  period.  This  farther  appears  from  the  fre- 
quent wars  carried  on  between  them  and  the  city.  In  the 
year  1232*  the  cantons,  if  we  may  fo  exprefs  it,  oi  Fhel'mgo 
and  Drenthy  united  againft  the  city  of  Groningen^  and  formed 
an  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive.  They  wefe  indeed  de- 
feated in  every  engagemept,  owing  to  a  new  kind  of  arms 
ufed  by  thfe  Gruns^  but  flill  they  maintained  the  war  with  great 
obftinacy.  It  ended  however  greatly  to  the  difad vantage  of 
'  the  Ommelandersy  moft  of  their  chiefs  being  carried  prifoners 
to  Groningen^  or  flain  in  the  field  of  battle.  Another  war 
broke  out  in  1252,  in  which  they  fully  revenged  the  dif- 
graces  of  the  fucceeding  rupture.  A  hiortality  appeared 
among  the  cattle  of  Frifeland^  which  made  the  Grum  raifc 
the  duties  upon  all  merchandife,  and  particularly  cattle,  fent 
to  their  markets  by  the  Ommelcmders^,  The  inhabitants  of 
Fivelingo^  fhocked  at  their  opprellion,  and  the  barbarous  dif- 
pofition  of  profiting  by  the  misfortunes  of  their  neighbours, 
formed  an  alliance  with  the  other  cantons,  raifed  an  army, 
and  laid  fiege  to  Groningen.  So  fpirited  were  the  endeavours 
cf  the  allies,  that  Groningen  was  forced  to  capitulate,  conlent 
to  have  her  walls  demolilhed,  and  all  the  forts  and  outwo/ks 
rafed.  We  fliall  clofe  this  account  with  obferving,  that  the 
cantons  were  independent  on  each  other,  and  only  united  by 
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intereft.  Each  had  its  own  army,  laws,  and  political  maxims. 
They  made  war  upon  each  other,  and  (hewed  every  other 
prerogative  of  fovereignly*  The  differences  of  individuals 
became  frequently  the  occafion  of  a  war  between  the  can- 
tons, and  nothing  was  more  common  than  to  fee  the  whole 
.country  laid  defolate  for  the  moft  trifling  circumftance.  It 
was  this  want  of  union  that  at  laft  brought  the  Ommelands 
under  the  dominion  of  Groningen^  a  more  firm  and  compadt 
body.  This  much,  we  apprehend,  will  be  fufficient  to  con- 
vey an  idea  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces, 
The  detail  was  too  minute  fpr  an  ancient  hiftory;  yet  is  it 
a  neceflary  introduftion  ^to  the  account  we  propofe  giving 
of  the  origin,  rife,  and  .progrefs  of  the  republic  of  Holr 
land. 

SECT.    III. 

Of  the  origin  of  the  difcontents  in  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  firft  feeds  of  the  rebellion  that  began  to  appear  in 
the  years  1566  and  1567, 

TH  E  Netherlands  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  houfe  Introduce 
of  Aujlria^  by  the  marriage  of  Mary  of  Burgundf  10  tfon  to  the 
Maxim  lian.      Upon  the  emperor's    refignation,  with  the  hiftory  of 
^himfiGal  defign  of  filling  the  papal  throne,  the  Seventeen  /^r United 
Provinces  devolved,  by  right,  on  don  John^  prince  of  &pain,  Provin;- 
This  prince-died  young,  and  left  a  fon  who  did  not  long  ^^'.* 
furvive  his  father.     Philip  le  Beau  was  the  next  heir  by  the 
death  of  thefe  two  princes,  the  one  the  brother,   and  the 
other  the  nephew   oi  Joan  of  Arragon^  his  fpoufe.     He 
mounted  the  Cajlilian  throne  in  the  year  1 505,  and  died  the 
year  following,  leaving  his  fon  Charles  v.  a  minor,  under 
the  tutelage  of  Lewis  All.  oi  France,     Charles  afcended  the 
iaiperial  throne  by  ele£lion,  he  fucceeded  to  the  kingdoms  of 
Spain  and  Naples  by  inheritance  in  right  of  his  mother,  and 
to  the  Netherlands^  as  neareft  heir  to  his  grandfather.    At  his 
acceffion  feveral  of  the  provinces,  nowcompofingthe  repub- 
lic of  Hollandj  claimed  a  kind  of  independency  ;  but  the  po- 
licy, power,  and  warlike  difpofition  of  Charles  foon  reduced 
them  under  his  obedience.     When  he  refigned  the  imperial 
diadem  into  the  hands  of  his  fon,  the  Low  Countries  were  in 
a  mpft  flourifliing  condition ;  at  leaft  that  part  now  termed 
the  Spani/h  Netherlands.     Philip  could  reckon  in  this  fmall 
portion  of  his  vaft  dominions  above  three-hUf^dred-and-fifty 
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cities  cnclofed  by  walk,  and  fix-thoufand-thfee-hundrcd 
towns,  all  confiderablc,  wealthy,  and  commercial.  The 
pumber  of  the  inhabitants  was  prodigious  for  the  extent  of 
the  country.  The  Flemings  were  remarkable  for  their  (kill  in 
navigation,  their  affiduity  in  commerce,  and  valour  in  virar. 
Under  the  mild  government  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  they  be*- 
came  excellent  artizans  and  rich  merchants;  during  the  war- 
like reign  of  Charles  they  were  made  foldiers,*  or  rather  they 
improved  thofe  military  talents  already  Arrived  at  confiderablc 
pcrf^dlion  by  the  perpetual  ruptures  among  themfelves,  and 
difputes  with  their  neighbours.  This  was  the  fituation  of 
the  Netherlands  when  Philip  came  into'poffeffion.  That 
princp  was  fuppofed  perfedlly  to  underftand  the  art  of  reign- 
ing* He  was  mafter  of  vaft  talents,  and  could  give  peace  or 
war  to  Europe  without  ftirring  from  his  cabinet. '  The  Fle-^ 
piings  had  approved  their  loyalty  to  his  prcdeceflbrs  5  and  yet 
by  a  ftrange  fatality,  by  tjie  influence  of  fuperftition,  and 
from  a  certain  haughtinefs  of  condud,  and  arbitrary  maxim$ 
which  he  adopted,  Philip  loft  the  afFe<Sions  of  the  Flemings^ 
and  a  great  part  of  his  dominions.  No  period  of  hiftory  is 
more  ftriking  than  this,  and  no  war  more  important  than  the 
revolution  which  placed  feven  fmall  provinces  in  a  ftate  of 
independency,  in  defpite  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  moft 
powerful  monarch  in  Europe,  It  i^  remarkable,  that  only 
the  poorer  and  lefs  populous  provinces  recovered  their  free-* 
i^om  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  their  liberty,  they  rofe  to 
^n  unparalpiled  height  of  grandeur  and  affluence,  amidft  all 
the  horrors  of  a  war,  the  moft  tedious,  ruinous  and  oppreffive 
that  can  be  imagined.  Roufed  more  by  defpair,  than  well* 
grounded  hopes,  and  feebly  affifted  by  the  neighbouring 
►  powers,  they  encountered  the  moft  celebrated  generals  of 
Chrijiendoniy  backed  by  the  veterans  of  the  Spantjh  monarchy, 
fupplied  with  the  money,  and  directed  by  the<:ounfels  of  the  ^ 
richeft,  the  moft  politic,  and  ambitious  monarch  of  the  age. ' 
The  princes  of  the  houfe  of  NaJfaUy  who  were  the  foul  of  the 
provinces,  and  the  genuine  affertors  of  liberty,  were  too  in- 
'  confiderablc  to  maintain  armies  above  a  fingle  cannpaign  $ 
yet  did  their  deteftation  of  the  Spanijh  nationy  their  love  of 
liberty,  their  perfeyerance  and  courage,  enable  them  to  fur- 
fnount  every  difficulty,  excite  a  fpirit  of  freedom  throughout 
^  all  the  Netherltptds^  and  form  leagues,  which,  though  of  Ihort 

duration,  contributed  however  to  the  great  defign  of  effe<Siing 
^revolution,  and  throwing  off  the  galling  yoke  of  fervitude 
^nd  fubje6lion.  In  a  word,  the  great  grandfon  of  William  I, 
priiice  of  Orange^  became,  i|i  little  more  than  a  century,  tho 
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arbitrator  of  Europe^  and  the  chief  bulwark  againft  the 
afpiring  views  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbm^  of  that  very  monar- 
chy by  which  hi5  predeccflbr  was  profcribed.^    ' 

The  difFcrent"chara£ters  of  Charks  V.  and  Philip  were  foon  y-^^  r^a 
perceived  by  the  nobility  of  the  Netherlands^  and  this  circum-  cau/es  of 
fiance  offered  the  firft  caufe  of  chagrin.     Charles  was^a  war-  dif content 
rior^he  always  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  own  armies ;  where-  in  the  Ne. 
as  Philip  embroiled  Europe^  governed  ftates,  and  commanded  therland^. 
armies  by  orders  iiTued  from  his  cabinet.    The  father  was  * 
courteous,  aiFable,  and  free  of  accefs ;  the,  fon,  grave,  auf- 
tere,  and  harih  in  bis  manners.     The  one  accommodated 
himfelf  to  the  difpofition  and  humours  of  the  different  na«  . 
tions  under  his  government ;  the  other  was  altogether  a 
Spaniard^  and  difcovered  a  partiality  for  that  nation,  which     . 
could  not  but  prove  difgufting  to  his  other  fubjeds.  ,  Spa* 
mards  engrofled  the  royal  favour,  they  alone  enjoyed  Phi/ip*$ 
confidence  ;  to  them  all   places  of  truft  and  profit  were 
given ;  and  the  nobility  of  the  Netherlands  were  excluded 
from  a  (hare  in  the  government  of  their  own  country  ;  at 
kaft,  the  plates  they  enjoyed  were  of  an  inferior  nature, 
and  themfeives  fubjeded  to  the  contempt  and  caprice  of  fo-' 
reigners. 

To  thefe  caufes  of  difcontent  were  fuperadded  others 
on  the  fcore  of  religion ;  than  Which  nothing  more  univer* 
fally  influences  the  human  mind.  The  dodrines  of  Luther 
were  already  eftabliihed  in  Germany  ;  thofe  of  Calvin  had 
taken  deep  root  in  France*  The  perfecutions  carried  on  a- 
gainft  the  reformifts  of  both  were  of  the  utmoft  benefit 
to  England  znd  the  Netherlands,  The  vaft  commerce  of  the 
latter  required  an  acceifioh  of  inhabitants,  and  the  fugitives 
were  joyfully  received,  without  inquiry  made  into  their  re- 
ligious opinions.  The  natural  inconftancy  of  the  human 
mind  renders  it  fond  of  novelty ;  new  dodtrincs,  the  moft 
abfurd,  fpread  fometimes  with  inconceivable  rapidity ;  but 
thofe  of  Luther  and  Calvin  were  adopted  in  the  provinces 
with  unufual  credit,  buecaufe  they  were  congenial  to  liberty. 
Charles  V.  had  publiflied  rigorous  edi&s  againft  the  Luthe- 
rans I  and  it  is  confidently  reported,  that  in  the  Ai0rian 
dominions  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  thoufand  perfons  perilhed 
under  the  rod  of  perfecution;  but  inftead  of  diminifhing  « 

th^  reformifti,  their  number  was  every  day  encreafed.  Mfsry 
queen  of  Hungary^  fifter  to^hc  emperor,  and  governantc  of 
the  L9W  Countries^  obferved  the  progrefs  of  the  c6ntagion  ; 
ihe  endeavoured  to  foften^  the  emperor,  and   invited  biti^ 
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into  the  Low  Coitntries^  to  behold  with  his  own  eyes  how  per* 
fecution  begat  hercfy."  Charles  prudently  dropt  his  feverity ; 
but  Philip  proved  inflexible.  The  more  narrowly  to  watch 
over  the  reformifts,  an  inquiiition,^  fimular  to  thofe  of 
Spain  and  Italy ^  was  eftabli(hed  :  nothing  could  be  more  odi« 
ous  to  the  Fhmings  than  this  deteftable  tribunal,  which  they 
loaded  with  juft  execrations,  not  doubting  but  their  lives  and 
liberties  would  foon  become  the  vidims  of  its  tyranny  and 
cruelty.  The  people  in  general  were  not  more  inccnfed  at 
the  edablifliment  of  the  inquifition,  than  the  clergy  were 
at  his  erefting  a  number  of  new  bifiioprics,  under  pretence 
that  the  prefent  diocefes  were  too  large  for  the  biffiops  to 
have  an  eye  over  their  whole  flocks.  To  maintain  thefe 
new  dignities,  it  was  necefiary  to  fupprefs  feveral  abbeys,  and 
aflign  their  revenues  to  the  bi&ops.  Thus  the  abbots,  in« 
ftead  of  pofieiiing  the  firft  place  in  the  afiembly  of  the  ftates, 
'  were  forced  to  yield  the  precedency^to  the  bifliops,,  and  con* 
tent  themfelves  with  an  inferior  ftation.  Inftead  of  three 
diocefes,  the  provinces  now  faw  theitifelv^es  encumbered 
with  no  lefs  than  fcventeen  j  of  which  three  were  arch- 
biflioprics,  that  of  Michlin  being  given  to  cardinal  Granveli 
with  the  dignity  and  authority  of  primate.  The  infc- 
.  rror  clergy  exclaimed  againft  this  proceeding,  as  an  ufur- 
pation  of  the  rights  of  the  church;  the  nobility  called  it  ait' 
innovation  dangerous  to  their  liberty,  by  introducing  fo many 
'  new  members  into  the  great  council ;  and  the  pe<^e  mur- 
mured at  this  additional  reflraint  on  liberty  and  confcience, 
by  making  fuch  a  number  of  fpiritual  tribunals  dependent 
.  on  the  king  and  the  apofl;olic  fee.  In  ihort,  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  (degrees  cried  out  againfl;  the  inquifi^ion  and  the 
new  biihoprics,  as  a  d'lrpSt  breach  of  the  king's  oath.  But 
of  all  the  difcontented  party,  only  two  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  by  their  birth;  their  capacity,  their  alli- 
jances,  fervices,  friends,  and  employments :"  thefe  were  fP^l' 
liam  of  Naffau,  prince  of  Orange ^^  governor  of  Utrecht^  Hoi" 
land,  and  Zealand  y  and  count  of  Egmondy  governor  of 
Flanders  an'd  Artois,  -who  drew  upon  them  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  The  former  was  born  in  Germany ,  of  proteftant 
parents ;  but  having  entered  young  into  the  fervice  of  Mary 
flueen  of  Hungary,  and  afterwards  into  that  of  Gharles  V. 
Jie  conformed  to  tl?e  religion  of  the  court,  became  a  great 
favourite  of  the  emperor's,  aftd  received  the  moil  fubftantial 
fparkt  of  h;s  confidence  and  friendffaip.     Count  EgmQnd  wa$ 
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a  native  of -the  ^4!/ikri«E»^^^  and. enjoyed  the  moft  confi3e-. 
rable  pofts,  bcMiours^  and  diftin&i'ons  civil  anfd  military. 
He  gainec{  great  reputation  at  the  famous  battle  of  St.  ^in- 
thf  and  commanded^in  chief  when  the  vi<Sory  at  Gravelm 
pras  obtained.     Thofe  two  perfons,  very  oppofite  in  their  * 

characters,  were  equally  efteemed  and  beloved.  William  of 
A/7^»'s  genius  wa^  better  adapted  to  the  cabinet  than  the 
field ;  he  was  prudent^  penetra^ng,  popular,  and  plaufible  ; 
his  eloquence  was  fpecious,  and  bis  difcernment  happy  ia 
unravelling^  the  moft  myftierious  intrigues  and  negociations. 
On  the  contrary,  Egmand  was  ^  warrior,  free  in  his  fpeech, 
open  in  his  conduct,  familiar  in  his  behaviour  to  the  foldiers  ; 
but  too  fincere  and  honeft  for  a  courtier.  He  publickly  ex-* 
prefled  his  refentment  agatnft  the  late  fevere  edids,  the  eftab-* 
lifhment  of  the  inquiiltion,  and  the  regulations  made  in  the 
church ;  while  the  prince  of  Orange,  then  a  hoftage  in 
France  for  the  execution  of  the  peace  of  Cambray,  difcoycred 
the  defign  formed  by  Henry  IL  and  king  Philip,  of  exteriirf- 
nating  the  proteftants,  and  gave  nofice  of  it  to  his  fiiends 
in  the  Netherlands*^ 

We  have  already  feen  caufe  fujficient  for  difcontent^  but 
the  pubiic  murmuring  grew  louder,  when  Philip*s  intention 
of  fixing  his  refidence  in  Spain  was  known,  when  It  was 
feen  that  he  put  the  government  of  the  Netherlands  into  the 
hands  of  the  duchefs  of  Parana  his  natural  fifter,  affifted  by 
Hit  jcosxnkhof  Granvele,  a  detefted  ecclefiaftic ;  that  a  de*  . 
mand  of  money  was  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  foreign 
tiitops,  with  which  the  provinces  were  opprefied ;  and  that 
Granvele,  in  the  king's  name,  had,  at  the  general  aflfembly  of 
the  it^es,  in  a  particular  manner  recommended  the  perfe- 
cntion  of  the  proteftants,  and  made  work  for  the  inquifition* 
Before  the  king's  departure  the  ftates  refpeSfully  petitioned 
that. the  foreign  troops  might  be  withdrawi^  ;  Philip  thence 
perceived  that  his  defigns  W^re  fufpeded  :  he  pretended  to 
approve  of  the  requeft  ;  but  inftead  of  complying,  he  refol- 
ved  to  prevaricate,  by  appointing  the  prince  of  Orange  and 
count  Egmond  to  the  command  of  three  thoufand  Spantjh 
troops  'left  in  the  country  :  both  however  refufed  the  em-  . 
ployment,  as  unconfticutional ;  but  the  truth  is,  they  af- 
pired  at  the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  and  were  cha- 
grined  at  the  difappointment.  What  above  all  gave  um- 
brage to  the  nobility,  was  the  elevation  of  cardinal  Gran^ 
vele,  in  whofe  hands  the  chi^f  diredion  of .  affairs  were 
placed  :  they  could  not  with  temper  behold  the  fuperiorit/ 
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(  .  of  a  perfbii  of  obfcure  birth,  an  imbidous  cnfty  churcil* 

man,  and  furious  zealot.    Three  councils  were  eftablifhed 

at  Bniffels^  one  to  prdSde  o^er  the  laws  and  courts  of  jufUce  ; 

a  fecond  to  dired  every  thing  refpeding  peace  or  war ;  and 

the  third  to  manage  the  revenues :  but  the  duchefe  of  Parma 

yfi2s  ps^rticularly  ordered  to  confult  GramnU  in  every  mat- 

Icr,  and  place  her  chief  confidence  in  that  prelate  p. 

A-  D.        Tjj£  duchefs  no  fooner  arrived  at  BruJfiU  to.  ento*  upon 

^S""^*    the  government)  than  complaints  poured  in  upon  her  from 

Remtm^      the  ecclefiaftics,  againft  the  propofed  eftabliihinent  of  new 

Jtrances  '  biChoprics.    She  endeavoured  toappeafe  them  with  ibothing 

made  u     ^xpr^ffions,  ref ufed  introducing  the  new  biihop  at  Antwirp  $ 

tbedttchifs  but  faid,  that  the  king's  orders^ufl  be  executed  in  all-  the 

€f  Parma,  other  provinces.    The  people  exclaimed  againft  the  inqui- 

and  to  the  iitipn  already  beginning  to  exercife  its  tyranny.    The  prince 

king.         of  Orange  and  count  Egmmdhhmcd  the  cardinal ,  by  whofo 

advice  it  was  erected/    This  prelate  had  likewife  incurred 

the  difpleafure  of  Philif  di  Montmorency^  count  Horny  forhav- 

jng  obftru£led  his  promotion  to  the  government  oiGmlier^ 

land.    They  carried  their  grievances  to  the  governante,  aad 

th<  prince  of  Orange  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon  aiTembling  the 

ftates  general,  to  apply  proper  remedies  to  thofe  diibrders^ 

^    which  muft  infallibly  deftroy  the  conftitution^  and  overturn 

the  government.      Granvele  oppofed  this  propofition  with 

violence;  which  determined  the  prince  of  Ora»^f,  count 

Egmondy  and  count  Horn  to  write  to  the  king,  that  the  only 

poffible  means  of  reftoiing  the  tranquillity  of  the  p/ovinces, 

was  by  removing  the  cardinal,  whofe  infolence   rendered 

him  odious  to  the  people.     They  promifed,  if  their  requeft 

wa$  granted,  tofupport  the  crown,  the  governante,  ayi  the 

^ftabliihed  religion,   with  all  their  power  and  influence. 

A.  D.    Philip  long  deferred  returning  an  anfwer  to  this  letter ;  at 

15^3-     Uft  he  rejdied,  that  it  was  not  ufual  wiih  him  to  remove  bia 

minifiers,  without  fuiFering  them  to  give  an  account  of  theip 

condu£t.  He  added,  that  he  ihould  be  glad  to  have  a  more 

explicit  account  of  the  tranfa£lions  in  the  Low  Coufilnes  | 

he  invited  either  of  the  noblemen  to  Spain  for  that  purpofe, 

and  afiured  them  of  a  favourable  reception.    An  anfwer  ib 

Cardinal    general  and  unfatisfaiftory,  obliged  the  prince,  Egmond^  and 

Granvclc   //^^^  to  write  again  in  a  more  preffing  ftrain,  and  acquaint 

r^figns,       ^Yit  king,   that  they   could  npt  with   honour  affift  at  tho 

council,  while  they  were  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  car-* 

dinal.    Philip*s  anfwer  was  fo  gracious,  that  they  were  en*» 
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couraged  to  pafs  fuch  aiFronts  and  mortifications  on  Granvile^  A.  D. 
as  obliged  him  to  retire  to  Spain  \  z.  conduft  which  the  Jcihg  1564. 
never  forgave^.  Thedeerees 

Cardinal  Graiwelis  refignation  did  not  produce  the  pffj^f^^un" 
expefted  effc£i,    Vigliui  and  count  Barlaimonty  two  of  his  ciia/Tteut 
creatures,  were  admitted  into  th,c  council  of  ftat^.     They  fubUJbid* 
poflefled  the  governante's  confidence  ;  and  trod  exa^lly  in 
the  cardinal's  footfteps.     They  pulhed  on  the  inquiiition  to 
perfecutions,  ftigmatized  the  principal  nobility  as  difaiFed- 
ed  heretics,  and   broke  out  into  the  moft  ungovernable  zeal     *  • 
for  the  catholic  religion.    Their  violence  appeared  fo  un- 
fearonable,^that  one  of  Philip* s  minifters  reprefented  to  him 
the  danger  of  a  general  revolt  of  the  provinces,  unlefs  the 
rigour  and  feverity  of  the  inquiiition  were  mitigated  ;  ito 
which  that  prince  replied,  **  He  had  rather  be  without  fub- 
•*'  je£ts,  than  be  a  kine  of  heretics.'*'    Agreeable  tothefe 
fcntiments,  he  publifhed  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent 
in  all  his  dominions,  ordering  they  ihould  efpecially  be  en- 
forced in  the  Low  Countries,  notwithftanding  they  were  dia- 
liietricaJly  oppofite  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  pro- 
vinces.    It  is  faid,  the  prince  of  Orange  gave  oiFence  by  the 
remonftrances  he  made  on  this  head  ;  it  is  certain,  that  the 
propofal  for  invefting  the  council  of  ftate  with  the  whole 
power,  and  abolifhing  the  two  other  council,  in  which  Vig^ 
Jius  and  Barlaimont  had  great  influence,  met   with  violent 
oppjofition.     The  divrfions  produced  in  the  council  by  this 
motion,    the  difficulty  of  eftablilhing  the  decrees  of  the 
council  of  Trent ^  and  the  bold  fpirit  of  the   people,  who 
had  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  the  inquifition  certain  per-  ^     .  ^   . 
fons  condemned  to  be  burnt  for  herefy,  greatly  difturbed  and  j^^^a  t^L 
embarrafled   the  duchefs  of  Parma.     She  approved  of  the  /^j/^Spmo. 
fcheme  fugjgefted  in  council  of  iendtng  count  Egmgnd  into 
Spainy  to  inform  Philip  of   the  ftat<;  of  affairs;    but  the 
prince  of  Orange  remarked,  that  it  was  of  the  utmoft  con-  ^ 

fequence  the  count  (hould  have  clear  and  explicit  in-. 
flru6lions  ;  by  which  he  was  thought  to  point  at  Vigliusy 
nominated  to  attend  the  ambaffador.  Egmond  was  well  re- 
ceived, the  king  remitted  the  rigour  of  the  edidts  and  of  the 
{nquifition  ;  all. tumults  and  difcontents  were  appeafed,  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  friends  were  confulted  by  the  gover- 
name  in  the  condu£l  of  affairs  s  and  fhe,  in  return,  was 
obeyed  and  honoured.  The  prince  of  Orange  ^  however,  en- 
tertained fufpicions  about  the  fincerity  of  this  change  in 
(be  kihg's  difpofition;    and  even  declared  publickly^  that 
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Egmoni  was  either  over-reached  by  the  policy,  or  bribed  by 
-^      the  money  of  the  court  of  Spain, 

/^'        The  prince's  conjedures,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  latter,  were 
^5^5-     too  well  founded  ;  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year, 
jt      '  R    ^^  queen-mother  of  France^  and  her  fon  Charles  IX.  had  a 
/       /•  .   conference  with   IjabeUa  queen  of  Spain^  at  Bayonne \  the 
*atin£  the  ^"'^^  ^^  -^^^  affifted,  and,  it  was  pretended  that  this  inter- 
prote/-       ^*^w  ^^^  ^^  o*^^^  objedi  than  a  tender  expreflion  of  love 
tanis.        .between    the  mother  and  her   children;    though  it   Was 
fhrewdly  fufpe&ed,  that  the  extirpation  of  the  proteftants 
,of  France  and  the  Netherlands  was  here  concerted.     The 
prince  of  Oriiw^^  made  the  firft  difcovery,  which  was  after- 
.wards  confirmed  by  an  acknowledgment,  that  religion  tbr- 
,ined  a  part  of  the  fubjeft  of  the  conference;  ?ind  by  the 
king's  letters  totheduchefs  o^Parma^  difclaimihg  the  inter- 
pretations put  on  his  inftru£tions  to  count  Egmond ;  order- 
ing that  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent ^  and  the  imperial 
'edi£ts,  fhould  be  ftri£lly  obferved  ;  that  the  utmoft  afliftance 
of  the  civil  power  fbould  be  given  to  the  inquifition  ;  and 
that  ail  heretics  fliould  be  put  to  death  without  remiiEon. 
Aftonifhment  and  dread  firft  appeared  ii)  every  face,  upon 
the  publication  of  theedidls  ;  rage  fucceeded,  written  libels 
were  publifhed,  bold  fpeeches  uttered,  and  dangerous  cabals 
formed  againft  the  government.     The  public  indignatioci 
was  increafed  by  the  terrible  fpe£lacles  every  day  prefented 
by  the  inquifition,  of  men  perilhing  in  the  fiames  on  ac- 
count of  religion.     The  conftancy  of  the  fufterers  ftrongly 
moved  the  paffions  of  the  beholders,  weakened  the  opinion 
of  their  g\i\\U  heightened  the  deteftation  of  the  puniihers, 
A.  D.    and  infpired  them  with  fentiments  of  revenge.     Open  muti- 
1566.     nies  of  the  citizens  in  fevefal  towns  appeared,  the  prifons  were 
.         ^       forced,  and  the  unhappy  convifts  refcued  out  of  the  hands 
Aconfi  e   ^^  ^^^  executioner.      A  confederacy  of  the  nobility  was 
^^a^'    formed,  never  t6  fuffer  the  inquifition  in  the  Netherlands^ 
fainff  the  ^^^^^  ^^®  force  of  edifts,  vifits,  commiffions,  or  any  other 
inqutfi^      (hape  or  denomination  this  terrible  tribunal  fliould  afTume, 
tion.  as  being  contrary  to  all  laws  facred  and  prophane,  and  the 

moft  arbitrary,  execrable,  and  iniquitous  fpecies  of  tyranny 
ever  devifed  or  invented  by  human  genius,  fruitful  in  wicked 
expedients.  The  confederacy  becan;ie  general,  and  was 
fubfcribed  by  a  multitude  of  catholics  as  well  as  proteftants ; 
by  nobles  and  burghers,  merchants,  tradefmen,  and  pea- 
fan  ts.» 

* 
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So  unexpeSed  and  formidable  a  fhew  of  refiftance  dif-  A.  D. 
concerted  the  duchefs  of  Parma  ;  Ihe  found  that  all  rcfolu-  1566. 
tions  of  force  and  rigour  would  be  unfafc  for  the  govern- 
ment, now  too  weak  to  enforce  them  by  the  weight  of 
authority.  The  confederates,  headed  by  Henry  de  Breden-^ 
rode^  defcended  from  the  old  earls  of  Holland^  and  much 
refpeAed  in  the  country,  went  in  a  body  to  Brujpls,  and  in 
bold  terms  petitioned  the  governante  to  abolifh  the  inqui- 
lition,  andrecal  the  edifts  againft  liberty  of  confcience.  It 
was  difputed  in  the  council  of  ftate  whether  they  fliould  be 
admitted  to  an  audience ;  but  their  numbers  were  fo  formi- 
dable, as  to  render  a  denial  hazardous.  The  duchefs  ufed 
every  poi&ble  means  to  appeafe  the  confederates ;  but  they 
infixed  fo  peremptorily  on  the  terms  of  the  petition,  that  flie 
was  forced  to  difmifs  them  wiih  an  abfolute  promife  they 
fhould  be  granted  ;  for  which  purpofe  (he  immediately 
employed  all  her  intereft  with  the  king.  In  the  mean 
time,  ftrift  injundlions  were  laid  on  the  inquifition,  nt  to 
perfift  in  their  perfecution  of  hexefy.  S\x  William  Temple 
alledges,  that  Philips  in  confequence  of  the  governante's  re- 
monftrances,  granted  all  that  was  required,  but  too  late ; 
all  other  hiftorians  affirm,  that  he  was  inflexible,  and.  the 
duchefs  could  procure  no  better  conditions  than  that  the 
heretics  fliiuld  henceforth  he  hanged  inftead  of  being  burned. 
Even  this  appeared  a  conceffion  unworthy  of  the  king ;  the 
royal  name  .was  therefore  forbid  to  be  ufed.' 

Before  the  confederates  proceeded  to  extrenjities,  they  y^^^-*-. 
fent  deputies  to  Madrid ;  but  according  to  BentivogUo^  they  e<i,ades  the 
were  refufed  admittance  into  the  king's  prefence.  It  appears  *^//V/o«  ^^ 
however,  from  circumftances,  that  they  found  means  of  repre-  the  confer 
fentihg  to  the  king  and  council,  that  the  difturbances  in  the  dtrates* 
Low  Countries  arofe  from  the  deteftation  in  which  people  of 
all  degrees  held  the  inquifition.     Their  remonftrances  pro- 
duced no  other  efFeft  than  a  kind  of  promife  couched  in 
equivocal  term^s ;  arid  it  was  foon  perceived  that  the  gover- 
nante  had  exprefs  orders  to  refume  her  feverity,  and  punifli 
with  the  utmoft  rigour  every  deviation  frpm  the  eftablifhcd 
religion.     Irritated  with  this  conduft,  the  people  broke  out 
into  open  a6ls  of  rebellion  ;  in  feveral  towns  of  Flanders^ 
Holland^    and   Utrecht^  the  mob  aflembled,    deftroyed  the 
churches,  pjlled  down  images,  beat  the  officers  of  the  in- 
quifition,   and  committed   a   thoufand  irregularities;    the 
effefts  of  barbarous  rage  and  brutifh  refentment :  ftill  how- 
ever the  nobility  and  more  wealthy  inhabitants  kept  them- 
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felvcs  within  bounds.  They  were  unfiitisfied  with  thego«* 
*  vernment,  but  they  dreadea'the  confeauences  of  popular 
tudiults  as  the  greatcft  of  misfortunes.  Many  of  them  uni- 
ted their  councils  and  forces  with  thofe  of  the  governefs, 
to  fupprefs  the  feditious  and  turbulent  humour  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  pHnce  of  Orange  and  zoyinX  Egmond  were  the 
chief  inftruments  of  the  repofe  that  enfued.  Their  mode- 
ration, authority^  and  the  veneration  in  which  they  were 
held,  operated  fo  powerfully,  that  had  the  government  made 
but  reafonable  conceffibns,  the  public  tranquillity  might 
^  have  again  been  reftored,  and  the  afFedions  of  the  Flemings 
regained  *.  ^ 

TbePrince  The  fubmiffion  of  the  people  feiVed  only  to  augment  the 
^Oraage  fecurity  of  the  government.  A  new  oath  of  allegiance  wa9 
retires  to  now  adminiftred  by  the  governante,  and  all  perfons  obliged 
Gennt-  to  fwear  they  would  regard  as  traitors  and  enemies  to  their 
By.  country,  all  whom  the  king  fhould  think  proper  to  pro- 

fcribe.  Egmondy  and  great  nunibers  of  the  nobility,  took 
the  oath  ;  but  the  prince  of  Orange  refufed  to  alter  the  ufual 
form  required  by  the  laws  of  his  country.  He  faidat  woul* 
be  unnatural  in  him  to  fwear  the  deftrudlion  of  his  wife 
and  family  who  were  proteftants,  and  of  confequence  in  the 
nun^ber  of  the  profcribed.  In  the  mean  time,  the  promife 
made  ty  the  governante  was  wholly  neglcdted.  .The  per- 
fecution  went  on  with  redoubled  violence  5  the  fury  of  the 
inquifition  feemed  enraged  by  the  ihort  fufpenfion  of  their 
authority.  Thoufands  of  wretches  groaned  under  the  ex- 
tremity of  torture,  and  breathed  their  laft  in  bitter  execra- 
tions poured  out  on  the  authors  of  their  misfortunes.  Troops 
were  levied  to  fupport  their  diabolical  tyranny,  and  the  re- 
foiution  was  taken  at  court  to  fend  the  duke  of  jfJva  with 
ten  thoufand  veterans  to  put  the  laft  hand  to  the  miferies  of 
the  people,  and  the  defpotifm  of  the  court.  Upon  advice  of 
this  final  refolution,  the  prince  of  Orange^  count  Broderode^ 
count  Hoogjlrade^  followed  by  great  numbers -of  the  nobi- 
lity and'  people,  retired  'into  Germany^  apprehehding  they 
could  not  remain  ih  fafety  under  a  government  fupported 
by  violence  and  the  fword  *. 

Had  Philip  now  granted  a  general  amnefty,  it  is  more 
than  probable  he  might  have  ftill  commanded  the  refpe<S( 
of  the  people  ;  <  but  it  appears  that  he  was  not  fatif- 
fied  with  enjoying  his  poiTeflions  in  tranquillity ;  he  muft 
punifli  his  headftrong  fubjeds  with  the  lofs  of  their  privi- 
leges.   X^^  ^^^^  ^^  Jtlvoy  with  the  troops  deftined  for 
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the  Netherlands^  embarked  at  Barcelona  on  the  20th  of  Mof.     A.  D. 
The  army  was  compofed  of  the  hcfk,SpaniJh  and  Italian  fol-     1567. 
diers,  commanded  by  the  moft  experienced  officers  which  Ti?e  duke 
the  wars  g£  Charles  V,  and  Philip  II,  had  bred  up  in  Europe.  0/  Alva 
Thefc  on  their  arrival  were  joined  by  two  thoufand  Germans  '^'^h  an 
raifed  by  the  duchefs  of  Parma  during  the  late,.commotions.  ^^f^yfi^ 
Such  a  force,  under  fo  renowned  a  general  as  the  duke  ^i*VH  ^^* 
Alva^  a  man  haughty,  morofc,  feverc  and  cruel  in  his  difpo-  ^herlands, 
fition,  could  not  but  terrify  the  inhabitants,  who  beheld  thefe 
vaft  preparations  with  aftoniihment,  fubmiilion  and  defpair*  > 

From  the  charadier  of  Alva^  the  princefs  of  Parma  forefavr 
that  he  would  aflume  the  chief  authority,  though  his  com-< 
miffion  extended  no  further  than  the  fupreme  command  of  . 
the  army.  She  endeavoured  but  too  late  to  divert'  the 
king's  intention  of  fending  an  army  into  the  Netherlands^ 
afTuring  him  that  all  was  now  in  perfed  tranquillity^  the  he* 
retics  either  in  cuftody  6r  banifhment,  and  fufficient  garri- 
fons  in  all  the  towns.  She  reprefented  the  outrage  offered 
by  the  prefence  of  fuch  a  military  force  to  the  privileges 
of  the  provinces ;  but  Pj>ilipy  who  regarded  thefe  privileges 
as  chimeras,  purfued  his  refolution  ^. 

On  the  duke's  arrival  at  Brujfels^  the  governante  received 
him  civilly,  and  told  him  that  if  the  prince  of  Orange  and 
the  lords  of  his  party  were  treated  with  lenity,  ihe  was  per- 
fiiaded  they  would  continue  firm  in  their  loyalty ;  but  fuch 
meafures  were  not  agreeable  to  the  proud  Spaniard,  He  im- 
ihediately  made  public  the  powers  vefted  in  him  ^by  the 
king,  whence  it  appeared  that  the  authority  of  the  gover- 
nante was  greatly  retrenched.  Jlva  had  not  only  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops,  but  the  prefidency  of  the  councils  o£ 
ilate,  juftice,  and  the  finances.  He  had  the  right  of  pu- 
nilhing  or  pardoning  crimes,  and  of  rewarding  all  who  had 
faithfully  ferved  the  king.  In  a  word,  he  was  chief  jn  every 
thing,  civil  and  military,  and  the  duchefs  of  Parma  was  re- 
duced to  a  mere  cypher.  He  begun  his^  government  with 
removing  the  cdifis  againft  the  reformifts,  and  exerting  the 
full  power  of  the  inquifition;  Inftead  of  the  ordinary  judges, 
Alva  eftabliflied  a  council  of  twelve,  to  take  cognizance  of  ^  ^^ 
the  late  tumults,  and  punifh  with  the  utmoft  rigour  all  who  ^^^^y/ 
were  fufpecSted  on  account  of  their  religion.  The  cruelty  ^flahUA^ 
of  this  tribunal  foon  gained  it  the  appcHation  of  the  bloody  ^^, 
council.  One  Vergas^  a  Spamjb  lawyer,  was  fet  up  at  the 
head  of  this  iniquitous  council,  and  it  became  a  proverbial 
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expreffion  in  Spain,  That  the  gangrene  in  the  Low  Cdu'h-* 
tries  required  the  keen  knife  of  Vergas.  To  this  extraordi- 
nary board  was  committed  the  care  of  mortifying  at  pleafure' 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  province.  It  annihilated  the' 
authority  of  the  council  of  ftate,  which  never  afterwards 
met  but  in  the  duke's  chamber.  All  who  had  prefented  pe- 
titions,' requefling  that  the  feverity  of  the  religious  edids 
might  be  mitigated,  were  treated  as  traitors.  Thofe  who, 
.  from  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  had  connived  at  the  prote- 
'  fiant  aflemblies,  were  regarded  and  punilhed  as  heretics. , 
But  blood  alone  was  not  the  objefi:  of  this  tribunal ;  it  con- 
fifcated  the  eftates  of  every  one,  convided  of  any  tendency 
to  fchifm,  or  of  (hewing  the  leaft  favour  to  the  reformifts. 
Part  was  appropriated  to  the  crown,  the  greater  portion 
went  into  the  pocket  of  the  duke  of  jtha^  and  was  aiSgned 
as  a  reward  for  the  barbarity  of  the  judges.  The  towns  in 
vain  lamented  the  breach  of  their  charters,  the  people  of 
their  liberties,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece  of 
the  privileges  of  their  order.  Their  murmurs  were  mut- 
tered only  in  whifpers  ;  the  terror  of  the  new  council  feemed 
for  a  timp  to  have  deprived  them  of  the  fpirit  of  refcnt- 
ment.  Multitudes  of  people  retired  out  of  the  province 
into  places  of  fecurity ;  and  the  duchefs  of  Parma  was  at 
length  forced  to  acquaint  the  king,  that  above  an  hundrqd 
thoufand  perfons  had,  in  a  few  days,  withdrawn  with  their 
The  du"  effe<as  and  money  ;  that  the  country  would  be  quite  depo- 
cbefs  of  pulated,  and  that  as  a  governante  would  then  be  unnecef- 
Parma  re-  J-^j-y^  f^^  begged  leave  to  reiign  before  Ihe  (hould  have  ther 
-ri'"'  mortification  and  difgrace  of  being  left  alone  in  the  Nether'^ 
lands.  Her  requeft  was  readily  granted,  and  the  whole 
power  given  to  the  duke  of  Alva^  with  the  fame  titles  and 
badges  of  authority  the  princefs  enjoyed. 

Out  of  the  duke's  firft  exertions  of  the  fupreme  authoritjj 
was  the  imprifonment  of  the  counts  Egmond  and  Horn* 
The  prince  of  Orange^  his  brother,  count  I^ewis  of  Najfauy 
the  counts  Hoogfirote^  Bergue^  Guylemberg^  Brederode^  and 
others,  were  cited  to  appear  in  fix  weeks  ;  but  they  re* 
fufed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  cijtation,  which 
determined  the  duke  of  Aha  to  condemn  them  as  guilty  of 
treafon.  Not  contented  with  thefe  proCefTes  againft  the  no- 
bility, he  heightened,  if  poffible,  his  cruelty  to  the  people. 
Several  proteflants  condemned  of  attending  their  religions 
.  meetings,  were  dragged  by  horfes,  with  their  hands  tied  be- 
hind, to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they  ended  their  lives 
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in  tfie  moft  excruciating  tortures.     The  declarations,  of  the 
inquiiitor-general  of  Spairiy  and  the  king's  edidsy  confirm- 
ed and  approved  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  duke  of  Mva ; 
whence  it  appears  that  his  barbarity  was  not  entirely  the  ca* 
price  of  his  own  inhumanity,  but  of  the  inftruftions  of  a 
merciiefs  and  proud  prince,  fet  at  too  g«reat  a  diftance  from 
his  fubje£^s  to  feel  their  misforunes.     In  a  word,  the  king 
was  inflexible  in  his  determinations  to  root  out  herefy,  and 
deprive  the  provinces  of  their  privileges  ;  Alva  was  the  cruel 
minifter  of  his  purpofes.     The  new  army  was  fierce,  brave 
and  infolent,  defiring  nothing  fo  much  as  a  civil  war,  ini 
which  they  might  enrich  and  diftinguifli   themfelves  ;  the 
people  were  enraged,  but  overawed  and  unheaded  ;  all  was 
feifure,  confifcation,  imprifonment,  torture,    blood,  horror 
and  defpair  ;  punifhments  executed,  and  meditated  revenge. 
Egmond  and  Horn^  without  regard  to  their  quality,  to  their  Counts 
merit  in  the  fcrvices  performed  to  the  king  and  his  father,  Egmond 
were  publickly  beheaded  at  Brujfels^   with  marks  of  igno-  ^"^  Hora 
miny  more  cruel  than  death.     The  execution  of  Egmond^  P^^  ^^ 
and  the  confifcation  of  the  prince  of  Orangi^  edate,  the  ^^^^^* 
two  great  favourites  of  the  people,  broke  all  patience.  They 
now  called  aloud  for  revenge,  invited  the  prince  of  Orange 
into  their  country,  and  feemed  to  lofe  all  dread  of  the  vete- 
ran troops  of  Spain  in  the  defire  of  recovering  their  liberty  *. 
In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  his  brother 
Lewis  of  Najfau^  were  labouring  to  form  alliances  among 
the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany.     He  made  ufe  of  every 
argument  that  could  influence  the  underftanding  or  xfiovc 
the  paflions  ;  he  obtained  promifes,  but  could  raife  only  a 
handful  of  foldiers.     He  publifhed  feveral  manifeflos,  which 
appes^red  fo  ftrong  and  unanfwerable  to  the  emperor  Maxi^ 
milian^  that  he  voluntarily  fent  an  ambaflador  to  Spain,,  ex- 
horting the  king  to  treat  his  fubjecSs  in  the  Netherlands  with 
lefs  rigour.     The  ambafTy  was  haughtily  received,  Philip 
continued  his  perfecutions,  and  the  prince  of  Orange  his    ^'  ^* 
preparations  to  enter  into  the  Low-Countries,  It  was  thought  «-/^p  . 
advifeable  to  divide  the  Spanijh  forces,  by  nfiaking  excurfions  ^^i^^^"^^ 
on  every  fide.     A  detachment  of  Germans^  in  the  fervicc  of  j    /^^Z^ 
the  prince,  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Brabanty  and  fur-  ^'^^^^  ^^  , 
prife  Ruremondj  but  they  were  defeated  by  a  corps  detached  ^^^/,^j  ^^ 
againft  them  by  the  duke  of  Jlva,     Another  party,  chiefly  ^^^  j^g_ 
French^  were  preparing  to  pufh  into  Jrtois,  on  the  fide  of  P/-  thcrlands. 
cardyy  when  their  ofEcers  were  arretted  by  ovdQt'of  Charles  IX. 

*  Gapr.  lib.  ii.  p.  29. 
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Zfrm  of  NaJJau  was  at  firft  more  fuccefsful  in  Frifetani^ 
of  which  count  tArtmhtrg  was  goYcrnor.  His  defign  was 
to  gain  pofleiBon  of  Groningetij  but  he  was  oppofed  by 
the  counts  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  Spanijh  ^forces.  Lewis 
encamped  in  an  advantageous  poft  ;  but  the  Spanijh  foldiers, 
who  defpifed  his  raw  undifciplined  army,  attacked  him  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  the  count*  They  were  defeated, 
and  Aremhirg^  with  above  fix  hundred  foldiers,  killed.  In 
this  a£lioh  fell  JMphus  of  NaJfaUy  the  greateft  lofs  which 
the  reformifts  fuftaincd.  Count  Megen  was  immediately 
difpatched  to  Gfoningm^  to  c6lle£t  the  fcattered  remains  of 
ihe  Spanijh  army ;  and  his  vigilance  prevented  Lewis  olNaJfau 
from  drawing  any  important  confequences  from  his  victory  \ 

The  duke  of  Aha  was  greatly  chagrined  at  this  firft  check 
tb  his  pbWer,  and  refolv^  to  march  in  pctfon  to  .revenge 
the  infult.  A  general  mufler  of  his  army  was  made  in  every 
part^  and  he  appeared  fo  formidable,  that  the  counts  of 
Naffiu  and  Hoog/traie  were  forced  to  retire  to  the  b^fcs  of 
the  river  EfiSy  where  they  pofted  themfelvcs  in  z  fituation 
#hieh  would  have  proiTed  impregnable,  had  not  the  duke  of 
Jftta*8  expedition  prevented  their  cutting  down  the  dykes, 
lind  the  fcarcity  of  money  excited  a  mutiny  in  theit  army. 
Thus  labouring  under  unuirmountable  difficulties,  they  were 
attacked  and  eafily  defeated  bv  the  duke,  who  put  to  the 
fwofd  all  who  fell  into  his  hanas.  The  whole  infantry  were 
tut  in  pieces,  the  cavalry  was  faved  by  the  conduft  of  count 
tehakioetibirg^  count  Lewis  efcaped  in  a  fmall  fiihing-boat, 
Slid  Ihe  baggage  and  artillery  were  taken  by  the  enemy, 
Ivhofe  tefs  Was  very  inconfiderable  ^. 

All  iRis  while  the  prince  of  Orange  was  moving  towards 
thfe  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands  with  an  army  of  28,o&o 
men,  which  he  had  levied  upon  his  credit.  After  paffing 
the  Rhine  znd  Mofelkj  and  raifing  contributions  in  Jix  la 
Chapelk^  he  defeated  a  party  of  Spaniards  at  Noiteim.  From 
thence  he  Tent  a  defiance  to  the  duke  of  Jlva  at  Maeftricbt ; 
but  the  duke  ordered  the  trumpeter  to  be  hanged,  and  re- 
turned no  anfwer.  The  prince's  fuperbrity  obliged  him  to 
a£t  defenfively ;  the  lofs  of  a  battle  he  was  fenfible  Would 
be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  Netherlands^  and  the  fcar- 
city of  money  he  knew  Jnuft  foon  difperfe  the  princess  arrtiy. 
He  contented  himfelf  with  defending  the  paflages  of  the 
Meufe  'y  but  the  prince  found  means  to  elude  all  his  endea- 
vours.   Had  he,  upon  crofling  the  river,  fuddenly  attacked 

^  id.  ibid.  TfiMPLE,  c.  i.  «  Le  CtfeRC,  lib.  i.  p.  17. 
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the  duke,  it  is  probable  he  might  have  iucceeded  ;  but  the 
foldiers  being  wet  and  fatigued,  he  halted  a  night  to  refreih 
them,  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recolle<^  themfelves,  and 
even  fo  to  fortify  their  camp,  as  rendered  an  attempt  extreme- 
ly hazardous.  It  was  obvious  that  the  prince  intended  to  pe* 
netrate  into  Brabant.  The  reduction  of  any  towns  in  this 
provin^:^  would  have  greatly  forwarded  his  affairs,  and  the 
duke  of  Alva  took  all  due  precautions  to  obftrud  his  pro-" 
grefs.  He  fortified  Tillemont^  Louvaitij  and  Brujfelsy  and 
confiderably  augmented  their  garrifons,  at  the  fame  time 
that  be  cut  off  all  provifions,  and  extremely  harrafied  the  ' 
prince's  army.  He  baffled  the  prince's  defign  of  feizing  up- 
on Tongres^  but  Could  not  prevent  his  receiving  fuccours  and 
refrefhment  at  St.  Trois^  iand  gaining  the ,  frontiers^  of  Bra^ 
bant.  Here  feveral  ikirmiflies,  but  nothing  decifiv^,  paffed 
between  the  armies.  While  they  lay  encamped  at  no  great 
diftance^  the  prince,  on  receiving  advice  that  the  prince  of 
Conde  bad  fent  him  a  body  of  4000  auxiliary  foot  and  500 
horfcj  advanced  towards  Jud^igne  to  effeft  a  JuniSlion.  \n 
croffing  the  GeaU'^  his  rear  was  attacked  by  Alva^  and  after 
an  obftinate  conflift  totally  defeated  and  difperfed.  This 
check,  and  the  death  of  count  Hoogftrate^  mortally  wounded 
in  the  action,  damped  the  ardour  of- his  foldiers;  they  de« 
ferted  in  crowds,  and  he  was  prevented  by  this  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  crofs  accidents,  from  eftablifliing  winter-quar- 
ters in  the  Low  Countries.  In  the  end,  he  was  forced  to  rt  t.^ 
diftand  his  army,  and  return  into  France^  whence  he  after-  lanJshh 
wards  returned  to  Germany  ^.  army. 

Now  was  the  duke  of*  Jlva  at  full  liberty  to  aft  at  plea-^  ^,  15^ 
fure.  After  entering  Bruffih  in  triumph,  he  caufed  dili-.  1560. 
gent  fearch  to  be  made  after  all  who  had  been  ailUling  to 
the  prince  of  Orange,  He  deftroyed  the  prifoners  taken  in 
the  laft  campaign  by  the  fword,  the  halter,  by  fire,  and  by 
water ;  his  fuccefs  only  increafed  his  infolence  and  cruelty  ; 
he  now  proje£led  nothing  Icfs  than  the  whole  extirpation  of 
the  reformed  religion,  by  means  the  moft  barbarous  ahd  in- 
human ;  of  enflaving  the  provinces,  by  erefting  citadels  in 
all  the  towns  and  cities,  and  of  rendering  himfelf  defpotic 
and  arbitrary.  He  began  with  building  a  .ftrong  citadel  iii 
Amfterdam,  The  city  in  vain  reprefented  its  privileges,  and 
the  pi:ejudice  which  commerce  muft  fuftain  from  a  military 
government.  But  the  duke  was  deaf  to  all  except  pecuni- 
ary arguments  ;  a  large  fum  of  money  was  given  hion,  and 
the  ptojei^  laid  afide.     The  duke's  iafolent  vanity  irritated 

^  Gkot,  Bb.  uL  p.  37. 
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KenvCom-  the  people  more  than  his  cruelty  or  avarice.     He  ordered  his 
motions  in  ftatue  to  be  erected  in  the  citadel,  built  at  Antwerp^  to  cn- 
the  Low    flave  this  populous,  rich,  and  comnrercial  city.     Here  he 
Coan-       ^as  figured  treading  upon  the  neclcs  of  two  fmaller  flatues 
*"^'*         that  reprefentcd  the  two  eftates  of  the  Low  Countries^    So 
public  an  infult  created  univerfal  difcontent,  and  roufed  a 
fpirit  of  revenge  in  the  people,  which  foon  received  addi- 
tional fuel.     The  duke  demanded  larger  fuppHes    for  the 
fupport  and  reward  of  his  vidiorrous  troops  than  ever  had 
been  granted.    Affembling  the  ftates  at  Brujfek^  he  required 
the  hundredth  part  of  every  man's  eftate  fliould  be  immedi- 
ately fecured  to  the  government,  to  anfwer  the  prefent  oc- 
cafions  ;  and  that  for  the  future,  a  tenth  of  all  the  mer- 
'  chandize,  and  a  twentieth  part  of  all  immoveables,  (hould 
be  annually  kvied  as  a  ftanding  revenue.     Fear  obliged  the 
ftates,  after  a  feint  rcfiftance,  to  grant  the  firft.     Whatever 
rnconveniencies  might  attend  the  payment  of  fo  large  a  fum, 
^s  the  hundredth  part  of  the  whole  wealth  of  the  Nether- 
lands^ yet  it  was  but  temporary ;  whereas  the  annual  tax  on 
trade  and  eftates  would  be  a  perpetual  intolerable  burthen, 
to  which  they  refolved  never  to  affent.     Upon  the  duke's 
perfifting,  they  petitioned  the  king  by  deputies,  but  obtain- 
ed no  redrefs.     The  duke  employed  promifes  and  threats  to, 
enforce  his  demands,  but  the  ftates  remained  fixed  and  un- 
alterable.    Incenfed  at  their  refiftance,  he  fent  the  regiment 
of  Lombardyj  an(J  feveral  companies  of  Spanijh  foot,  to  live 
at  free  quarters  in  the  province  of  Utrecht,     He  altered  the 
names  of  tythes  and  twentiethsy  for  other  terms  Icfs  odiou^ ; 
-but  the  people  were  not  to  be  gulled  out  of  their  property 
by  fo  thin  a  varnifli.     The  year  was  drawn  out  in  difputes, 
altercations,  menaces,  promifes,  and  fupplications  ;  but  no- 
thing was  concluded,  the  duke  was  inflexible,  and  the  pro- 
vinces determined  "• 
Mult'tudes     I*^  this  fituation  of  affairs,   admiral  Coligni  advifed  the 
of  pri-va^  prince  of  Orange  to  fit  out  a  fquadron  of  privateers  to  cruife 
teers  fitted  on  the  Spanijh  and  Flemijh  merchants,  feize  upon  the  fupplies 
out  byhhe  of  money  fent  to  the  Netherlands^  and  thereby  raife  a  fund 
Reform^    ..for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  an  army.     The  poverty 
(/^^«  of  the  reformifts,  who  had  but  few  refources   from  private 

'570*  contributions,  was  the  greateft  difficulty  they  had  to  en- 
counter. In  hopes  of  remedying  this  eVil,  the  prince  ap- 
proved of  the  projeft,  and  a  fquadron  was  equipped  under 
Adriwt  de  Bergues^  Lancelot  de  Broderode^  Albert  d'  Egmondy 
-and  feveral  more  of  the  prince's  adherents.     In  a  ftiorc  time 

*  Id.  p.  43.    Le  Clerc,  lib.  i.    Temple,  p.. 39. 
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they  took  an  inRnity  of  merchanc-men,  and  even  defeated 
fome  of  the  king's  fquadrons  ;'  but  as  no  regular  plan  foi; 
faving  the  profits  was  concerted,  they  greatly  annoyed  the 
Spanijh  commerce,  but  contributed  little  to  forward  the  de«» 
fxgns  formed  by  the  prince  of  Orange.  This  fhoal  of  priva- 
teers went  by  the  name  of  Gueux,  ov  fea-beggars ;  their  num- 
ber daily  increafed,'  'and  they  became  the  terror  of  Spain  2LXxd 
the  Netherlands*  However  excufable  the  firft  defign  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  might  have  been,  ce/tain  it  Is^  that  an  im- 
proper ufe  was  made  of  the  commiilions  he  granted.  Thq 
captains  of  fhip^  paid  no  regard  to  flags ;  their  fole  aim  wa$ 
the  acquifition  of  wealth,  in  which  purfuit  friends  and  ene- 
mies were  plundered  without  diftin<Stion.  Commerce  was 
entirely  ruined,  and  their  depredations  were  no  lefs  pernicious 
to  their  country,  than  the  defpotifm  and  cruelty  of  the  duk^ 
of  Jlva^. 

To  the  calamities  confequent  on  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
Gueux^  was  added  another,  to  which  the  maritime  provinces 
of  the  Netherlands  are  perpetually  expofed. .  .Terrible floods 
broke  in,  overturned  the  dykes,  and  overflowed  the  lands, 
fweeping  before  them  their  houfes  and  cattle.   The  catholics  , 

attributed  the  misfortune  to  the  vengeance  of  the  faints,  for 
the  indignity  lately  put  on  their  images  by  heretics  ^  and. the 
proteftants,  with  juft  as  much  reafon,  called  it  a  judgment 
from  heaven,  on  the  oppreflion,  the  tyranny,  and  the  barba- 
rity of  the  court  of  Spain^  and  her  infernal  miniftcrs  5, 

All  the  laft  year  the  prince  of  Orange  was  making  prepa-  A.  D, 
rations  for  levying  an  army,  to  oppofe  the  violent  meafures  1 571. 
of  the  duke  of  Alva^  and  refcue  his  country  from  impending^ 
deftruftion.  His  agents  were  erpployed  in  all  the  provinces 
to  raife  fubfcriptions  of  money.  The  fame  methods  were 
ilill  continued  in  Holland^  Zealand^  and  Utrecht.  The  latt<^r 
province  was  confiderably  over-awed  by  the  flrong  citadel, 
and  numerous  forces  \  but  an  infinity  of  evils,  to  which  the 
tyranny  of  the  government  expofed  it,  attached  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  more  ftrongly  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  ^. 

While  the  country  was  impoverifhed  and  ruined  by  the  <rbe  edi^ 
late  exorbitant  tax  of  a  hundredth  penny,  by  the  dreadful  in-  for  levying 
undation,  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  privateers,  and  other  the  taxes^ 
misfortunes,  the  duke  of  Alva^  impatient  of  farther  delay,  pulUjhed* 
ordered  the  edift,  concerning  the  tythe  on  merchandize,  and 
twentieth  penny  on  immoveables,  to  be  publifhed  at  BruffiU. 

^  Grot.  lib.  ii.  p.  36,  37.         ,    %  Ls  ClsrCi  lib.  ii.  p.  25. 
^  Id.  p*  26* 
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The  people  refufe  ta  pay^  the  foldiers  levy  by  force,  trades- 
men ihut  up  their  {hops,  the  peafants  forbear  the  markets, 
and  the  utmoft  fcarcity  prevails  in  the  cities.  Terrified  with 
thefe  appearances,  the  ftates  offer  to  pay  a  fubfidy  of  two 
millions  of  florins ;  but  nothing  would  fatisfy  the  enraged 
duke  but  the  tax,  in  the  manner  he  propofed.  In  Bn^els 
the  drum  beat  to  arms,  and  orders  were  ifiiied  immediately  to 
hang  up  all  who  refufed  compliance.  ^  The  officers  and 
guards  were  preparing  to  execute  the  'inhuman  mandate, 
when  advice  arrived  of  the  furrender  of.  the  Brlely  in  the 
ifland  of  Voorriy  at  the  entrance  of  the  Meufty  to  the  Gueux* 
Lumeyy  who  conunanded  the  Orange  fquaclron,  made  a  de- 
scent on  the  ifland  with  forty  fhips,  deftroyed  the  churches, 
broke  the  images,  and  executed  the  priefts,  but  offered  no 
violence  to  ^e  other  inhabitants  ^  (A) 


<  Grot.  Annal. 


p.  39. 


(A)  As  the  reader  may  be 
curioas  to  know  the  origin  of 
the  term  Gueux,  and  farther  par- 
ticulars relating  to  the  people 
called  by  that  name,  the  tollow- 
ing  fhort  accoant  may  prove 
entertaining.  When  Brederode 
delivered  his  petition  againd  the 
ioquiiition  to  the  duchefs  of 
Format  his  attendants,  appear- 
ing mean  in  their  cloaths  and 

9  apparel,  were  called  in  derifion 
by  the  courtiers  Gueux,  or  hg- 

jf^r/.  The  name  was  foon  after 
lapplied  to  the  whole  party,  and 
comprehended  all  who  differed 
from  the  do^rinesof  the  church 
mfRome.  The  cruelty  of  Mva 
and  the  inquifitipn  had  forced 
them  to  retire,  in  multitudes, 
out  of  the  provinces.  Many  of 
the  poorer,  and  more  defperate, 
had  fled  into  the  woods,  lived 
by  rapine  and  plunder,  and  up- 
on the  prince  of  Grangers  firft 
defcent  f^Ilied  from  their  holds 

•  and  faftnings,  doing  incredible 
jnifchief  to  the  Spaniards  and 

the  dukc^s  fortes.'  When   the 

fcheme  was  fuggeflcd  by  admi* 


ral  CoUgnu  of  rai/ing  money  by 
cruizes  upon  the  Spaniards ^  the 
Gueux  embarked  in  the  enter- 
prif'e,  compofed  the  body  of  the 
feamen,  and  were  the  mod  im- 
placable enemies  of  the  duke 
of  ^ha  and  the  whole  Spantfi} 
nation.  Firft  they  were  com- 
manded by  the  count  St*  Mari, 
and  maintained  tolerable  order. 
They  (heltered,  watered,  and 
fold  their  prizes  in  creeks  and 
fmall  harbours  of  Englandy  tho* 
prohibited  by  queen  E/ijsaSefJ^, 
then  at  peace  with  king  Philip  i 
fometimes  in  the  rivers,  creeks, 
and  ports  of  Frifeland.  •  In  time 
they  confined  themfelves  not  to 
Spanijh  captures  only,  but  icizcd 
upon  the  fhipping  of  all  nations, 
giving  for  a  reafon,  that^  they 
were  excluded  as  enemies  from 
their  ports.  In  their  de(cent  on 
the  BrieU  they  carried  the  town 
by  affiult,  openly  profcffed  the 
reformed  religion,  declared  •- 
gainfl  the  taxes  8n«l  tyraimy  of 
the  Spanijh  government,  and 
laid  the  rbundatiott  of  the  re- 
Volt  that  immediately  e^foed  la 
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However  unimportant  the  conqueft  of  fo  inconfideraUie  A.  D. 
a  place  might  appear^  it  alarmed  the  duke  of  Jha^  and  pro-  1572. 
dttced  the  moft  eictravagant  rejoicings  in  BruffeU*  Tke  duke  ^ht  duh 
regarded  it  a$  the  harbinger  of  further  oppodtion^  he  dropped  of  h\y%  is 
bis  taxes  and  executions  for  the  prefent,  and  diligently  ap-  opfofed. 
plied  himfelf  to  fupprefs  the  growing  fpirit  of  rebellion.  He 
withdrew  the  garrifqn  from  Bruffelsy  and  detached  it,  under 
the  command  of  Maximilian  mrmin  Boffuy  againift  the 
Gueux*  This  ofEcer,  endeavouring  to  force- the  Bri^l,  was 
defeated  by  the  Orange  fadlion,  and  forced  to  retire  with  lois 
to  the*  Ifland  of  Beyerland,  Trifling  as  this  vi&ory  might 
feem,  it  ferved  to  animate  the  deprefled  fpirits  of  the  enemies 
to  the  government.  The  prince  of  Qrang^^  ienfihle  of  the 
advantages  of  pofleiSng  this  ifland,  exhorted  the  nobility  of 
his  party  to  fortify  and  garrifon  it  $  his  orders  were  obeyed, 
by  which  means  he  foon  became  matter  of  Delfshahnj  a 
town  fituated  on  the  oppoflte  banks  of  the  Meufe.  It  appear- 
ed in  Boffii*s  retreat  how  unpopular  the  duke  of  Alva  was  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  Dordrecht  fliut  its  gates  againit 
him.  Rotterdam  refufed  to  admit  bis  troops;  but  Boj^  ob- 
taining permiffion,  that  they  Ihould  pafs  through  in  feparate, 
fmall  divifions,  feized  the  gates,  and  began  a  general  maf-r 
facre  of  the  inhabitants.  Four  hundred  fouls  periChed  by  the 
fword,  the  town  was  pillaged,  the  women  ravifihed,  and  every 
poffible  ad  of  barbarity  and  inhumanity  committed,  Retri?* 
bution  was  foon  made  by  the  enemy.  Aha  had  detached 
OJJortQ  d*AnguIoy  with  a  body  of  forces,  to  fecure  Fltifiiing^  a 
confiderable  port  in  Zealand^  and  to  ere£i:  a  citadel.  The 
inhabitants  denied  Offorio  admittance,  fliut  their  gates^  and 
feized  Pacaneoy  a  famous  engineer,  who  had  come  to  meafur^ 
the  ground  where  the  citadel  was  to  be  ere<9:e<i.  Apprehend- 
ing that  attempts  would  be  made  to  force  them  to  Aibmiflion, 
they  petitioned  Lumey^  admiral  of  the  Gueux^  for  afliftance  ; 
and  he  furnifhed  them  with  two  hundred  oven,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Trejbng.  On  the  arriiral  of  this  rein- 
forcement, the  Spanijh  engineer  was  hanged,  and  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  made  to  furprife  Middkburgb^  the  (Capital 
of  the  ifland  of  IFakheren.  Not  difpirited  by  this  difappoint- 
ment,  the  Zealanders  afliduoufly  profecuted  their  cruizes  upon 
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the  Spaniards,  and  obtained  fo  much  wealth  as  purchafed  large 
ftorc  of  ai;ms  and  ammunition  at  Antwerp,  Joined  by  great 
numbers  of  Englijh  and  Scotch  adventurers,  they  ventured  to 
attack  the  duke  of  Medina  Coeli,  fent  with  a  ftrong  fquadron 
to  fucceod  the  duke  o^Alva  in  the  government  of  the  Nether^ 
landi^.  Such  was  the  fury  and  impetuofity  of  their  onfet, 
that  the  duke  was  completely  defeated,  a  great  number  of 
his  {hips  were  taken,  and  a  booty,  amounting  to  near  a  mil- 
lion oflivres,  carried  off  by  the  Zealanders. 
North  Neglecting  the  marine  was  not  the  leaft  of  the  errors 

Holland  committed  during  the  duke  of  Alva's  adminiftration.  This  he 
fifj^Mom  now  endeavoured  to  repair,  ordering  a  fquadron  ofihips  to  be 
reduced  by  equipped  at  Amjlerdam^  to  bridle  the  infolence  of  Lurney  zn^ 
theO'  the  Zealanders,  while  hebufied  himfelf  in  raifing  an  army  to 
'*"gc/«^-  oppofe  the  prince  of  Orange  and  Lewis  de  Naffau,  who  were 
tion,  making  great  preparations  in  Germany  and  France,    To  aug- 

ment the  army  in  the  field,  he  had  draughted  moft  of  the 
garrifons.     By  this  means  the  prince's  friends  gained  poflef- 
"  lion  of  North  Holland  ;  and  Lewis  de  NaJJau  was  projefting  a 
fchcme  to  furprife  Jlibw,  with  the  inhabitants  of  which  he 
held  a  fecret  correfpondence.     The  defign  fucceeded,  which 
emboldened  moft  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  Holland  to  declare 
againft  the  government.     The  count  de  Bergues  gained  over 
feveral  cities  in  Overyjfel,  Guelder  land,  and  Fri [eland.     In  a 
wt>rd,  the  revolt  became  fo  general,  that  the  duke  of  Alva 
foon  found  he  could  not  long  refift  the  torrent.     He  now, 
when  too  late,  publiflied  an  edi<S  to  appeafe  the  people,  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  he  would  confent  to  remit  the  mofk  op- 
preffive  taxes,  if  the  ftates  could  fuggeft  any  other  means  of 
raifing  the  necefTary   fupplies.      He  convoked  the  flates- 
general  to  meet  ajt  the  Hague,  but  his  orders  were  now  dif- 
regarded,  ahd  the  flatcs,  in  contempt  of  his  authority,  af^ 
fembled  at  Dordrecht,  and  invited  deputies  from  the  prince  of 
Orange,   the  nobility,   and   the  towns    that  had  declared 
fhejfates'  againfl  the  governor.     Here  money  was  raifed  to  enable  the 
j^neral      prince  of  Orange  to  begin  his  march.     His  forces  amounted 
declare  a-   ^q  fifteen  thoufand  foot  and  feven  thoufand  horfe.     He  had 
^a/'»/?  the  promifed  to  advance  three  months  pay,  and  was  enabled  to 
Me  ^f      perform  his  engagements,  by  the  libcralJty  and  public  fpirit 
^  ^**         of  the  flates-general  and  the  cities.     Several  regulations,  re- 
fpe£ting  the  future  fupport  and  government  of  the  army,  were 
m^de  on  this  occafion,  and  their  proportions  of  the  public 
cxpence  affigned  to  the  feveral  provinces  and  cities.     It  was 
farther  refolved,  that  nothing  of  importance  fhoyld  be  tranf- 
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a£ted  without  the  privity  and  confent  of  the  prince  of  Orai^ti. 
and  that  the  prince,  on  his  part,  fhould  not  negociate  a  peace 
with  the  king  or  his  lieutenants,  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of 
the  ftates.  In  a  word,  the  prince  fhewcd.  the  addrefs  with 
which  he  could  manage  and  direft  the  people.  Without  the 
name  of  fovereign  of  the  provinces  under  his  government,  he 
pofleflTed  the  authority.  He  preiided  at  all  military  opera^  . 
tions,  hy  fea  and  land  ;  made  and  difpofed  of  offices  at  plea* 
fure;  afiembled  the  ftates;  and  publifhed  all  ordonances 
and  regulations,  relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  with- 
out controul.  However,  he  conduced  matters  with  the  ut- 
moft  delicacy^  and  ufed  his  power  with  great  moderation,  to 
avoid  giving  offence  to  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Hollanders.  The 
popifh  religion  was  bani(hed  the  churches,  and  perfons  of 
that  perfuafion  were,  with  great  caution,  admitted  into  pub*- 
lie  employ rpents.  Not  only  the  king's  revenue  and  church- 
tythes  were  appropriated  to  the  public  fervice,  but  the  eftate$ 
of  thofc  who  remained  firm  in  their  loyalty*  In  fhort,  the 
moft  vigorous  meafures  were  taken  for  refifting  the  tyranny  of 
Spalriy  and  thofe  perfons  who  had  refufed  the  tytbes  to  the 
government,  voluntarily  fubfcribed  their  all  to  fupport  a  party 
formed  in  defence  of  liberty  K  -      ' 

While  the  ftates-general  were  emplojred  in  ways  and  <rhe prince 
means  to  maintain  an  army,  the  prince  of  Orange  advanced^  O- 
to  Ruremonde^  which  he  took  by  aflault,  on  the  refufal  of  the  range'/ 
city  to  fupply  him  with  neceflaries.  From  thence  he  marched  y«cf^j. 
to  Brabant y  andraifed  heavy  contributions^     He  took  fMech^ 
ItHy  Oudenarde^  and  Dendermonde^  and  could  not  reftrain  the 
exceftes  of  the  foldiers;  who  pillaged  the  churches,  mafiacred 
the  priefts,  and  committed  other  ftiocking  barbarities.    Next 
he  approached  to  Monsy  befieged  by  the  duke  ol  Alva^  with 
defign,  if  poffible,  to  engage  him  to  give  battle.     The  duke 
baffled  all  his  endeavours  to  force  him,  and  carried  Mms  by 
capitulation  ;  bat  fuch  was  the  popularity  of  the  caufe,  and 
the  prince  of  Orange^  that  the  whole  £/itfm]^  dominion,  lately 
fo  infolent  and  exulting,  was  ready  to  expire  in  the  Nether^ 
landsy  bad  it  not  been  revived  by  the  maftacre  of  the  protef-f 
tants  in  Paris^. 

While  the  fate  of  Mons  was  depending,  the  ftates  of 
Holland  met  ztHaarlem^  tp  deliberate  on  the  defence  of  the 
prwince  and  the  profecutioh  of  the  war.  Amjierdam  was  in 
the  fc^emies  hands,  which  greatly  obftrufled  all  their  mea- 
fures. It  was  therefore  determined  to  befiege  it,  and  the  en- 
terp-ize  was  committed  to  Lumey^  chief  of  the  duettx^    After 
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.putting  the  ftates  to  confiderable  expence,  the  project  mir«« 
carried,  through  Lume/s  mifcondudl.     Water  was  his  ele* 
ment,  but  his  vanity  led  him  to  difplay  his  abilities  as  a 
)and*officer.    He  made  regular  approaches,  and  was  foiled  iti 
every  attempt  "• 
'  J  change       Th£  rcdu£bbn  of  ^0^,  and  the  depreffion  of  fpirits  con* 
in  his  of-  fequent  on  the  maflacre  at^  Paris^  obliged  the  prince  of 
fairs  Ob-    Orange  to  retire  to  Holland^  and  encouraged  Alva  to  inVeft 
iiges  him    Dendermonde^  Oudenardey  and  Mechlin.     The  latter,  being  in 
.  to  retire  to  no  condition  to  refift,  opened  its  gates  ;  but  the  Spanijh  ioU 
Holland,   djers  chofe  to  fcale  the  walls,  to  give  an  air  of  ailault  to  the 
enterprife,  and  countenance  to  the  horrid  barbarities  intended. 
Broteftants  and  catholics  were  mafiacred  without  diftin£lion, 
the  priefts  were  not  facred,  virginity  was  deflowered,   and 
infants  violated  before  the  eyes  of  their  bleeding  parents. 
The  town  was  pillaged,  and  the  booty  eftimated  at  four 
*  hundred  thoufand  florins.    All  the  other  towns  were  evacu-> 
ated  by  the  garrifons,  and  loaded  with  heavy  impoAdons  by 
Alva.  As  to  the  prince,  he  had  now  removed  the  feat  of  war 
intbthe  province  of  Holland ^  only  this  province  zndZeaLmd 
remained  firm  to  their  engagements  i  the  reft,  overwhelmed 
with  confternation,  capitulated  on  the  beft  terms  they  could 
procure  from  the  government*    However,  the  country  being 
ftrong  by  its  nature,  and  fituation  among  the  waters,  and 
more  fo  by  a  fierce,  rough,  and  fturdy  people,  proud  of  their 
ancient  fame,  recorded  in  the  Roman  ftory,  of  being  the  ob- 
ilinate  defenders  of  liberty,    unemafculated  by  trade  and 
luxury,  and  the  mofl  implacable  enemies  of  Spanijh  ty/anny, 
it  was  determined  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  refiftance. 
Frederic  deToUdo  was  difpatched  by  Alva  to  begin  the  opera- 
tions in  HoUand.    He  had  already  reduced  Zutphen   and 
Guelderlandf. znd^  fluihed  with  fucceis,  appeared  before  Waer^ 
deny  which  he  fummoned  to  admit  a  garrifon.  The  burghers 
replied,  that  they  were  intrufted  by  the  kirig  with  the  defence 
of  the  place,  and  co|i1d  not  r^eive  a  military  force  without 
violence  to  their  privileges  and  engagements.    They  foon 
Waerdcn  ^^^  reafon  to  repent  their  firmnefsj  the  town  was  taken  By 
taken.        furprife,  and  all  the  burghers,  aflembled  in  the  great  church, 
to  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  king,  wantonly  butchered. 
Infants,  old  men,  women,  and  the  fick,  were  all  put  to  th^ 
fword  without  pity  or  rcmorfe ;  and  of  all  the  barbarities -hi- 
therto committed,  this  was  the  moft  terrible.  .,  It  was^nia- 
gined  that  the  terror  infpired  by  fuch  inftances  of  ^verity, 
would  icduce  the  people  to  obedience,  and  fliakc  (Xit  obfti- 
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nacy  of  the  other  towns.  .The  contrary  eflfed^  were  pro- 
duced J  rage  and  defpair  took  pofleffion  of  every  breaft,  and 
all  determined  to  fuiFer  the  laft  extremities,  rather  than  fub- 
mit  to  fo  cruel  a  tyranny. 

Having  finimed  this  tragedy,  Frederic  went  to  Arnfter^  Haarlem 
dam^  to  deliberate  with  the  officers  of  the  army  about  the  invefted^ 
fiege  of  Harlem,     Here  it  was  determined,  before  they 
proceeded  to  extremities,  that  the  city  of  Amjierdam  fliould 
write  to  the  njagiftrates,  exhorting  them,  in  the  moft  pathe- 
tic terms,  to  fubmit,  rather  than  incur  the  puniihment  in- 
flidled  on  Waerden.     The  council  of  Haarlem  met  to  take 
this  letter  into  confideratbn.     Some  were  for  foliciting  an 
immediate  reinforcement  from  the  prince  of  Or^w^^  i  and 
others,  who  apprehended  the  prince  was  too  weak  to  afford 
the  neceffary  relief,  were  for  making  the  beft  terms  poffible 
with  the  king.     Thofe  of  the  latter  opinion  were  the  ma* 
giftrates.     Accordingly,  without  confulting  the  burghers, 
deputies  were  difpatched  to  Frederic  to  ftipulate  conditions. 
In  their  abfence.  Ripper da^  a  gentleman  of  Frifdand^  ftrongly     - 
attached  to  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  cauie  of  liberty,  af- 
fembled  the  chief  burghers,  and  fo  animated  them  againft  the 
Spaniards^  that  they  refolved  to  fland  a  fiege,  and  fuffer  all 
the  horrors  of  war,  rather  than  fubmit.    They  font  to  the 
prince  of  Orange^  to  acquaint  him  with  their  determination*, 
and  to  implore  affiftance.    Four  companies  of  Germans  were 
detached  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Haarlem  ;  and  the  de- 
puties,   oh  their  return,  were  feized  as  traitors  to  their 
country,  fent  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  by  his  order  be- 
headed.    Frederic  was  prepared  to  compel  the  burghers  to 
fubmiffion.    On  the  9th  of  December  he  invefted  the  town, 
after  carrying  Sparendem  fort  by  affault,  with  great  lofs  and. 
flaugh  ter  of  his  foldiers.    A  variety  of  errors  were  committed 
in  the  attack,  in  the  defence,  and  manner  of  fuccouring 
Haarlem.    The  aflailants  and  defendants  had  equally  fiiewn 
themfelves  ignorant  of  the  art  of  war,  and  implacable  in  their 
refcntment.     Obftinacy  fiipplied  the  place  of  military  know- 
ledge; every  difficulty  was  furmounted  by  dint  of  perfeve- 
rance ;  and  both  fides  fufiained,  with  unparalelled  conftancy, 
the  moft  extreme  hardfliips.     Hunger  and  fatigue  harrafled 
thebefieged  ;  cold  and  ficknefs  pinched  and  deflroyed  thebe- 
fiegers.    Not  the  rigours  of  the  fevereft  winter  could  oblige 
them  to  relinquifh'the  enterprize ;  Alva  determined  to  punilh 
the  burghers  of  Haarlem  at  the  expence  of  half  his  army. 
The  prince  of  Orange  ufed  every  expedient  to  relieve  the 
town,  but  all  his  attempts  were  fruftrated  by  untoward  acci- 
dents. 
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dents,  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Spaniards  "*.     At  laft,  quite 
fpent  with  fatigue,  defpairing  of  relief,  weakened  with  lofles, 
and  totally  exhaufted  of  provifions  and  ammunition,   the 
and  taken,  burghers  of  l&ar/f/w  furrcndcred  upon  more  favourable  terms 
than  they  could  well  cxpcft.    A  few  only  of  the  moft  ob- 
flinate  were  executed,  the  re^  were  pardoned,  on  taking  an 
oath,  of  fidelity,  and  paying  an  acknowledgment  of  fifteen 
'     thoufand  florins  (B). 
Several         DuRiNG  th*c  fiegc  of  Haarlem^  the  Zealanders  yrexz^i' 
viiioriei    forming  glorious  atchievements  by  fea,  and  gaining  viftorics 
gained  by  over  the  Spanljb  naval  armaments.     All  the  efforts  of  the 
/^Zea-    governor  of  Antwerp  could  not  prevent  their  carrying  off  a 
lui6JUet.   great  number  of  fhips  out  of  the  river  ;  but  to  revenge  the 
infult,  and  relieve  Mtddleburg  and  Rammekins,  blocked  up  by 
the    Zealanders,  he  equipped  a  fquadron,    gave  battle  to 
WertZj  the  Zealand  admiral,  and  was  defeated.     After  re- 
pairing and  augmenting  his  fleet,,  he  again  fet  fail  with  fixty 
large  veflels,  encountered  a  fquadron  of  Zealanders  much  in- 
ferior in  ftrength,  and  met  with  his  former  fortune.     Moft 
of  his  (hips  were  funk  or  taken  ;  but  he  found  means  to  pufh 
into  Mtddleburg  J  with  the  broken  remains  of  his  fquadron,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon,  now  reduced  by  the  fcarcity  of 
provifions  to  the  laft  extremity.     WAvila^  difgrace  did  not 
end  here  ;  for,  on  bis  return  to  Antwerp^  he  was  a  third  time 
attacked  and  defeated,  with  confiderable  lofs,  by  Wert%y  who 
thus  repaired  the  difappointment  of  an  unfuccefsful  attempt 
made  on  Tolen  p. 

Soon  after  the  redu£lion  of  Haarleni^  Alva^  perceiving 
that  his  feverity  anfwered  no  other  purpofe  than  irritating  the 
people  more  againft  the  Spanijh  government,  publi{hed  a 
proclamation,  couched  in  terms  fo  foothihg  as  afforded  room 
for  fufpefting  their  fincerity ;  inviting  the  Hollanders  to  ac- 
cept of  his  majefty's  gracious  pardon,  to  lay  down  their 
arms^  rely  on  the  king^s  generofity,  and  fubmit  to  his  mercy. 
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(B)  Sir  William  Temple  af- 
firms,  that  four  hundred  burgh- 
ers were  put  to  death  in  cold 
blood,  in  contempt  of  the  capi- 
tulation (i) ;  but  it  app^rs 
from  other  writers  (2),  that  the 


articles  were  honourably  enough 
bbferved,  and  fewer  peribns  ex- 
ecuted than  might  be  expeded 
from  the  refentment  of  an  info^ 
lent  and  cruel  conqueror. 
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He  give  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  the  utmbft  lenity ' 
would  be  (hewn  to  thofe  who  did  not  obfiinatefy  p^rfift  in  ' 
their  rebellion ;  but  the  people  were  not  difpofed  to  con- 
fide in  promifes  fo  often  violated,  nor  to  throw  themfelves  on 
the  clemency  of  a  prince  and  governor,  who  had  (hewn 
themfelves  inflexible,  implacable,  perfidious,  and  inhuman. 
They  now  were  reduced  to  defpair,  they  expedted  the  worft 
that  could  happen,  and  bid  defiance  to  fortune.  The  Alcmar 
Spaniards  were  preparing  to  inveft  Alcmar^  and  the  Hollan-  lefieaed, 
ders  put  every  means  in  pradice  to  refill  them.  Eight  months 
pay  was  du6  to  the  garrifon,  who  began  to  mutiny;  but  con- 
tributions were  i;aifed,  which  fijenced  their  clamours.  Fre^ 
dertc  of  Toledo^  with  fixteen  thoufand  men,  fat  down  before  a 
^own  fortified  by  no  regular  works,  and  defended 'only  by 
three  hundred  burghers,  and  eight  hundred  foldiers,  in  ex- 
treme want  of  provifions,  and  without  the  profped  of  relief. 
'K^onoif  the  governor,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  fuftain  a 
fiege,  wrote  to  the  prince  of  Or^nge^  that  a  place  deftitute  of 
troops,  provifions,  ammunition,  money,  and  every  neceflary, 
ought  to  be  evacuated,  and  the  few  foldiers  in  garrifon,  and 
the  burghers,  faved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
But  the  prince  of  Orange  fo  animated  them  by  a  letter, 
penned  in  his  perfuafive  and  irrcfiftible  manner  j  that,  to  a 
man,  the  townfmen,  governor,  and  foldiers,  determined  to 
facrifice  their  lives,  and  fpill  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in 
the  breach*  Perfeverance  had  made  the  Zealanders  mafl:ers 
of  Rximmefiinsy  contrary  to  all  hope  and  probability ;  the  fame 
virtue,  the  prince  obferved,  might  fave  Alcmar^  a  town  of  the 
ill tmoft  confequence  to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  What  particu- 
larly irifpired  the  defendants  with  courage,  was  the  prince's 
good  fortune  in  furprifing  Gertrudenbu^g,  Frederic  puflied 
the  fiege  with  great  vigour.  He  ordered  the  inhabitants  of 
Haarlem  to  work  in  the  trenches,  and  fuftain  the  firll  fire  of 
their  friends  and  countrymen.  On  the  i8th  of  September^  a 
battery  of  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  began  to  pjay  with 
unremitting  fury,  a  breach  was  foon  effefted,  the  aflault  gi- 
ven, and  repulfed,  with  vigour,  though  fuftained  by  the  bulk 
of  the  Spanijh  army.  From  a  Spanift)  officer  taken,  the  gar- 
rifon were  informed,  thztAlva  had  given  orders  to  retire, 
irt  cafe  he  failed  in  th^  third  aflault ;  but  if  he  fuccecded,  to 
put  all  to  the  fword.  Their  courage  was  whetted  by  this  ac- 
count, and  preparations  were  chearfuUy  made  for  withfl:and-  . 
ing  the  utmoft  efforts;  Frederic  was  foiled  in  every  attempt; 
the  aflailants.were  driven  from  the  breach. with  prodigious 
{laughter ;  the  Spanijh  foldiers  refufed  to  mount  the  walls ; 
•the  rainy  feafon  came  on,  and  rendered  the  roads  i(npra6ti- 
•;  .  '  cable  s 
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Thejtege   cable  ;  in  a  word,  the  ficge  was  raifed,  and  tbe  town  relieved^ 
c/Al^tazx  contrary  to  expedation»  but  to  the  exceeding  joy  of  the 
rai/ed,       prince  of  Orange^  and  great  mortification  of  Aha  *i. 
The  Spa-       This  advantage  was  attended  with  another  of  lefs  impor- 
jixSti  fleet    tance,  but  which  equally  ferved  to  infpirit  the  HoUanders. 
defeated.    The  duke  oi  AM^  grand  fleet,  equipped  with  great  labour 
and  expence,  was  defeated  by  the  Zeahmders.     Though  the 
afiion  did  not  prove  decifive,  it  greatly  chagrined  the  duke, 
as  Boffii^  one  of  his  beft  officers,  was  taken  prifoner,  and  his 
fleet  afterwards  afraid  to  look  the  enensy  in  the  face*    The 
year,  and  the  government  of  Alva^  concluded  with  a  meeting 
of  the  ftates  of  tbofe  provinces  fubje£l  to  Spain.     Here  they 
deliberated  on  the  means  of  continuing  the  war,  read,  and 
difregarded,  a  remonftrance  fent  by  the  prince  of  Orange^ 
complaimng  of  the  violence  of  the  duke,  demanding  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion  for  his  party,  reflitution  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  ^  the  provinces,  and  that  the  foreign 
Alva'  re-    troops  ihould  be  withdrawn.     Ob  the  fecond  of  December^ 
Jtgm.         the  duke  of  Aha  quitted  the  Low  Countries^  with  his  fon, 
Frederic  of  Toleda ;  and  don  Lewis  de  Requefnes^  appointed  to 
focceed  him,  began  his  government  with  pulling  down  the 
infulting  ftatue  of  his  predeceflfor,  erected  at  Antwerp  $  a  po- 
pular a<9:  that  would  have  produced  happy  confequences,  had 
not  the  court  of  Spain  been  infatuated  with  notions  of  defpo- 
tifm  and  blind  fuperftition'. 

SECT.     IV. 

Containing  the  government  of  Requcfnes  ;  thefiege  of 
Leyden ;  tbe  other  various  operations  of  the  war  \ 
the  confederacy  of  /i&^  Provinces,  and  other  particu- 
lars until  the  affafftnation  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  in 
1684,  under  the  government  of  the  duke  of  1^9kXma^ 

j^^  J),    'Tp  HE  popularity  of  the  new  governor  did  not  long  con- 

i'c74.      ^     tihue.     His  inftrudions  were  to  pufli  the  war  with  vi* 

Requcf-     gour ;  and  the  mutual  animofity  of  the  combatants  could  not 

«cs  fuc    Sut  render  it  j>l0ody  and  cruel.   The  firft  advantage  appeared 

ceedst6  the  on  the  fide  of  the  prince  of  Orange.     Middleburg^  after  a  te- 

go^em-      dious  fiege  and  blockade,  furrendered.     An  infinity  of  expe- 

tnent.         dients  were  pra^iifed  in  vain  for  its  relief.     The  obflinacy  of 

the  Itealanders  was  invincible ;  they  became  mafters  of  this 

capital,  and  with  it  of  the  ifland  of  Walcheren. 

9  Mevrs.  lib.  iv.  p.  25$^  5  Grot.  Aaa.  lib.ii.  p.  40. 
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L  £  WIS  of  Najfau  was  now  arrived  with  d  confiderable  Lewis  of  . 
body  offerees,  to  aflift  his  brother  the  prince  of  Orange.  To  Naflku^f- 
prevent  their  juniftion  Requefnes  oppofed  the  flower  of  \A&fiaudand 
army.     He  paffed  the  Meufe^  furprifed  Lewis  near  a  village -/^*«- 
called  Noock^  defeated  his  army,  and  left  the  three  princes^ 
Letvisj  Henry,  and  Chriftophery  dead  on  the  field  of  battle, 
but  deduced  no  other  confequence  from  fo  flgnal  a  vi&orj^ 
than  fr^ftrating  the  propofed  junftion  of  the  brothers.    Wri- 
ters differ  widely  in  their  relations  of  this  tranfa£tion.  Some 
attribute    the   calamity  to  the  indolence  and  fecurity  of 
Lewis  J  while  others  impute  it  wholly  to  the  mutinous  ipirit 
of  his  troops,  who  loudly  demanded  their  arrears,  at  the  very 
time  they  Were  attacked  by  the  enemy  *.     In  this  particular, 
theiS/^^f/y^general  was  not  much  more  fortunate.  Scarce  had 
th^Spaniards  obtained  the  viftory,  when  the  foldiers formed  a  -^»»''»F 
mutiny  on  the  moft  regular  and  well-concerted  plan,  dcpo-  '^^^Spa- 
fmg  all  their  officers,  appointing  others,  eflablifhifig  a  fort  of  ?^""  ^'^-^^ 
community,  and  veflingone  of  their  number  with  the  chiefaU'^ 
thority.  D^AviLiy  who  then  commanded  the  army,  ufed  tvttf 
means  to  appeafe  the  foldiers,  but  they  were  inflexible ;  torn- 
plaining  that  their  officers  had  all  the  honour  and  emoluments 
of  the  war,  while  their  portion  was  only  the  fatigue  and  dan* 
ger.     The  mutineers  pafTed  the  Meuje,  proceeded  to  y/«- 
twerpy  were  received  and  joined  by  the  Spanijh  garrifoA  in 
the  citadel,  and  at  length  pacified  by  a  gratuity  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  Uvres,  raifed  by  the  city,  to  prevent  being 
pillaged.    The  anxiety  and  dread^ccafioned  by  this  tumult, 
was  augmented  by^  another  vidtory  obtained  by  the  Zealan* 
ders  over  a  Spanijh  fquadron  of  forty  fhips,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Adolf  us  Hemfitdej  mofl  of  which  were  taken  or  de-* 
ftroyed. 

It  was  now  found  that  the  rcduflion  of  the  provinces  Rcquef- 
Would  be  a  work  of  time,  expence,  and  hazard  s   Philip  n^**^- 
therefore  at  laft  condefcended  to  lefs  arbitrary  mcafures :  by  lij^gj  a 
his  orders  a  proclamation  was  ifTued  at  £rt(^/5,  granting  ^  procUma-^ 
free  pardon  to  thofe  who  had  affifled  at  the  proteftant  reiigi-  thn^ 
ous  aflTemblies,  taken  up  ai'ms,  and  otherwife  violated  the 
laws  ;  but  with  an  exemption  of  the  prince  of  Orange\  and 
provifo,  that  air  admitted  into  the  king's  favour,  and  par- 
taking of  his  clemency,  fliould  produce  an  atteftation  of  their 
having  folemnly  renounced  herefy.  -  So  limited  an  z8t  of  ' 
grace  could  produce  no  efFeft  :  it  was  unanimoufly  rgeftcd 
by  tht  Hollanders  J  and  preparations  were  made  for  obtaining 

^  Meteren.  lib.  V.  p.  loi.    Rhedan.  lib.  i.  p.  i6.  Grot* 
Kb.  ii.  p.  4j,   BENTivoOt  lib.  viii.  p.  167. 
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;  beftter  conditions,  or  wholly  recovering  their  liberty/  In 
vindication  of  their  condud  they  publiflied  a  counter  pro->> 
claoiation,  (hewing  the  intention  of  the  former  to  be  in- 
iidious,  and  declaring  theij  own  views  to  be  no  other  than 
to  obtain  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  defend  the  liber- 
ties of  the  provinces,  and  abolifh  tyrannv  and  cruel  op- 
preffion.  They  fent  remonftrances  to  all  the  powers  in 
Europe^  particularly  bewailing  their  fituation,  and  craving 
that  aid  and  ailiftance  due  by  humanity;  but  their  chief  ap- 
plications were  made  to  England^  France^  and  the  proteftant 

Leyden     ftates  of  the  empire.     Requefnes  perceiving  that  nothing 

befiegtd.  could  be  expeded  from  the  king's  proclamation,  refolved 
upon  the  moft  memorable  event  of  the  year,  the  fiege  of 
Leyden,  The  prince  of  Orange  had  given  repeated  orders 
for  providing  the  garrifon  with  all  the  neceflaries  of  a  fiege  j 
imagining  the  governor  would  bend  his  chief  efforts  againit 
the  town;  but  they  were  by  a  ftrange  fatality  negleiSled, 
and  the  inhabitants  forced  to  live  under  the  preflure  of  a 
thoufand  wants  and  inconveniencies,  during  the  moft  ob- 
ftinate,  bloody,  and  cruel  fiege  the  Netherlands  had  yet  be- 
held. Valdesj  who  commanded  the  Spanijh  army,  offered 
the  moft  advantageous  conditions;  but  the  burghers  and 
little  garrifon  were  deaf  to  all  terms,  except  thofe  of  free- 
dom and  independency :  they  relied  on  their  courage,  the 
juftice  of  their  caufe,  and  their  perfeyerence  iri  the  paths 
of  liberty,  for  their  defence;  and  indeed  their  efforts  were 
prodigious,  the  refult  of  n^ceflity  and  defpair.  The  whole 
furrounding  country  was  laid  under  water  by  opening  the 
fluices,  and  Leyden  almoft  overwhelmed  in  the  inundation 
neceffary  to  its  defence.  C?ut  off  from  all  fuccour,  except 
what  they  received  by  boats  forcing  their  way  through  the 
enemy,  they  combated  every  difficulty,  and  refifted  fa- 
,  mine,  difieafe,  and  a  powerful  enemy,  with  incredible  con- 
ftancy.  It  would  indeed  be  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  miferies 

The  P^e^e  ^^^  fuftained,  reduced  at'laft  to  live  upon  the  dead  car- 
■'-  caffes  of  their  fellow  citizens  :  all  their  efforts  would  how- 
ever have  been  vain,  had  not  providence  vifibly  interpofed  : 
a  violent  fouth-weft^  wind  drove  the  inundation  with  fuch 
fury  againft  the  works  of  the  befiegers,  that  fearing  his  army 
would  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  waves,  Valdes  relinquifhed 
the  enterprife,  drew  off  his  army,  and  expofed  himfeif  to  a 
furious  fally  of  the  befieged,  by  which  five  hundred  of  his 
men  perilhed/  Thus  was  Leyden  moft  unexpeSedly  reliev- 
ed, and  the  Spaniards  foiled  after  undergoing  extreme  fa- 

«  Id.  ibid.  ^  Le  Clerc,  lib.  iii.  p.  4a. 
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tigjie  and  hardlhips,  lofing  the  flower  of  their,  army,  wail-  . 

ing  th^ir  treafure,  and  thofe  precious  moments,  which  in 

fo  critical  a  jun£lure  are  irredeemable.    This  difappointmcnt 

drew  on  Faldes  the  contempt  of  his  troops  ;  .they  fuperfcded 

him,  and  again  proclaimed  their  old  commander  :  a  mutiny 

enfued,   they  .were  clamorous  for  their   pay,  anarchy  and 

confufion  reigned    through  the  whole ;    they  marched  to 

Virecht^  declaring  they  would  ferve  mafters  who  would  put 

the  juft  value  upon  their   merit ;  they  demanded  entrance 

into  the  city,  but  met  with  a  different  reception  than  they 

had  done   at  Maeftricht.     Barlaimont  commsLndcd^  declared  Afecond 

them  rebels  and  traitors  to  their  king,  gave  free  liberty  to  the  mutiny  of 

people  to  maffacre  them  wherever  they  were  found,  and  took  the  Spa- 

the  moft  rigorous  meafures  to  conquer  that  mutinous  fpirit  ni^  fol^ 

which  broke  out  on  every  occafion.     The  rebels  attempted  diers* 

to  fet  fire  to  the  gates,  but  they  were  repulfed,  and  their 

leader  flain  ;  upon  which   they   capitulated,  were  received 

into  favour,  and  fent  to  winter-quarters  in  Brabant, 

Next  year  commenced  with  fome  fruitlefs  efforts  made 
by  the  emperor  to  heal  the  breach  and  quiet  the  difturbances 
in  the  Low  Countries,     Negotiations  were  for  feveral  weeks     ^*  ^* 
carried  on,  but  neither  fide  would  recede  enough  to  come  to      ^595* 
kny  conclufion ;  and  the  emperor,  tired  oufc-with  vain  hopes  -"  ^^"" 
that  his  mediation  might  accommodate  the  differences,  at  ^^'^  ^^ 
iaft  renounced  the  attempt  in  defpair.     Some  perfons  indeed  ^^^^* 
imagined,  that  the  ambition  of  the  prince  of  Orange  was 
the  chief  obftrudlion  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  conferences  at 
Breda.     Cu'tain  it  is,  that  both  parties  were  too  violently 
inflamed  to  liften  to  reafonable  terms  :  Philip  demanded  too 
much,  and  the  prince  yielded  too  little  ;  both  were  in  hopes 
that  the  iiTue  of  another  campaign  would  be  fo  favourable  as 
to  procure   better   (ferms,  and  both  were  difappointed,    as 
the  profpeft  of  aa  accommodation  w«s    then  rather   more 
diftant  *. 

,  Requefnes  commenced  hoflilitics  with  the  ficgc  of  Bar  en , 
which  he  took  by  affault,  the  garrifon  retiring  to  the  cita- 
del. Hierquesj  governor  of  Holland ^  gave  the  town  up  to 
be  plundered  by  the  Spanijh  faldiers.  The  citadel  wanted 
no  necellary  of  defence  ;  but  Vogelfang  the  chief  oiEcer  ac- 
cepted of  conditions,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  was  arretted  by  order  of  the  flates  of  Holland^  but 
Ihortly  after  difmiffed.  Next  the  Spanijh  general  appeared 
before  Oudewater^  a  place  untenable  from  the  circumftances  ^''icctjfesof 

of  its  fitu^tion.  .  The  garrifjn,  however,  made  an  obili-  ^^  ^P^" 
**  '  ,  mards* 

«  Bentivog.  p.  I.  lib.  ix.  au  commencement. 
Mo»,  Hist.  Vol.  XXXI.        F  nate 
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li2(e  defence,  v^ere  at  laft  ftormed  and  put  to  the  fwprd. 
The  town  was  fet  on  fire,  and  all  except  a  few  churches 
and  convents  laid  in  aihes.  Sthoonhoven  was  the  next  objeft 
o^ Hierques*  military  ambition.  It  was  furrounded  only  by 
'  a  flight  wall,  and  defended  by  a  few  companies  of  French 

and  German  infantry,  placed  there  rather  to  retard  the  ene- 
my than  withftand  a  fiege.  The  Sieur  de  la  Garde  was  fent 
by  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  relief  of  the  garrifon ;  and 
he  arrived,  after  breaking  through  their  works,  juft  as  the 
place  was  on  the  point  of  capitulating.  So  flender  a  rein- 
forcement could  only  retard  the  fate  of  Schoonhoven  y  a  breach 
of  three  hundred  yards  wide  waj  made  in  the  walls^  and 
the  Spanijh  general  preparing  to  give  the  aflfault,  when  k 
Garde  feeing  that  further  fefiftance  would  be  fruitlefs,  capi- 
tulated upon  honourable  conditions.  Some  other  trival  fuc- 
ceffes  attended  the  arms  of  the  Spanijh  general ;  after  which 
he  invefted  IVcerde  ;  but  finding  the  fiege  would  be  attended 
with  difficulties,  he  converted  it  into  a  blockade,  and  was 
at  laft  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  after  fpending  fc- 
veral  months  before  the  place,  and  lofing  a  great  part  of  his 
army  by  a  vigorous  fally  on  the  24th  of  yune  1576.  In 
the  mean  time  Madragon  reduced  the  ifland  of  F'tnort^  Hand- 
ing eaft  of  Zealarrd^  and  performed  feveral  aftions  that  raifed 
the  credit  of  the  Spanijh  arms  ^ 

Still  however  the  prince  of  Orange  fnaintained  his  fupe- 
riority  at  fea,  by  which  he  frequently  reduced  the  enemy  to 
great  difficulties.     Philip  was  fenfible  that  the  conqueft  of 
the  provinces  could  not  be  effe<Sled  while  the  Zmlandets  and 
^       'Hollanders  failed  from  port  to  port  with  impunity,  relieved 
the  towns  befieged  by  his  army,  and  blocked  up  thofe  held 
by  the  king's  forces.     To  overthrow  this  laft  hope  of  the 
enemy,  he  gave  orders  that  the  whole  force  of  Requejnes 
Ihould   be  applied  in   reducing  the  principal  fea-ports  in 
Zealand^  forefeeing  that  the  enemy's  naval  ftrength  muft  of 
confequence  be  ruined.     Hierques  was  direfted  to  keep  no 
greater  number  of  forces  in  Holland  than  was  abfolutely  nc- 
ceflary,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  veflels  were  equipped  to 
beaffifting  in  the  meditated  conqueft.  The  Zf ^&W<?r j  faw  the 
defign^  and,  determined  to  fruftrate  it,  attacked  the  Spanijh 
iquadron,  the  greater  part  of  which  they  deftroyed  on  the 
ftocks  and  in  the  harbours.     Requefnes  laboured  to  repair 
this  lofs,  and  execute  the  royal  mandate.     A  great  number 
of  light  veflels  were  again  got  in  readinefs.     Three  thou- 
sand men  were  tranfportedto  Toletiy  with  a  view  of  attack- 

■  f  Le  ClsrCj  lib.  m.  p.  47. 
-  '  2  ,.  ing 


^r  Kepuhlic  i?;^  Holland'.  i^ 

ing  ttie  little  iiland  of  Schowen^  which  v/ould  greatly  facili- 
tate the  attempt  on  Walcheretiy  and  the  command  of  the 
fleet  and    five  hundred  land-forces  was  given  to  (TAvila. 
It  was  concerted  to  pafs  by  a  ford  at  low  water ;  the  Zaz- 
landers  perceived  them  approaching,  drew  up  t'lelr  vefTels  in 
a  line,  and  poured  out  Voilies  of  great  and  fmall  fhot  on  the 
enemy,  embarraiTed  at  the  fame  time  wiih  thA  depth  of  the 
water,  the  weight  .of  their  ariiia  and  wet  cloaths.     A  firm  7^^  Spa- 
footing  on  the  dry  land  being  at  length  eftablifhed,*  the  niards 
Zealanders^  whofe  element  was  the  water,  every  wiiere  gave  ^tike  tm 
way,  leaving  the   Spaniards  to  the  pofTefEon  of  the  open  ^*^^'^  '  ^^ 
country,  and  liberty  to  purfue  the  conquefts  of  the  towns.  Zealand* 
Ziriczei yf2i^  blocked,  the  feVerity  of  the  winter  preventing 
its  being  befieged  in  form,  and  Madragon  took  e\*ery   pre- 
caution that  it  fhould  not  be  fuccourcd  ;  while  the  prince 
of  Orange  ufed  every  expedient  to  throw  in  a  reinforcement 
and  provifions.     After  fuftaining  great  hardfhips  and  ex- 
treme want,  the  garrifon  at  length   furrendered,    and    by 
that  means  gave  promifing  hopes   to  the  Spaniards  tbey 
might  fucceed  in  the  redu<ftion  of  Holland  ^. 

It  was  the  lofs  of  Ziriczee  that  firft  fuggeftcd  the  defign    A.  D.    •. 
of  conferring  the  provinces  of  Zealand  and  Holland  upon     155^6* 
fome  proteftant  prince  who  fhould  be  able  to  protedl  them  Defpair  tf 
againft  the  tyranny,  of  Philip.    This  afFair  was  not  talked  of  Holland 
vaguely^  but  debated  and  approved  in  the  ftates  of  Holland..  ^^^  2ca* 
The  offet  was  certainly  made  to  qxiecn ElizaLeth  6f  England;  ^^^^* 
but  fhe  for  political  reafons  declined  it.     Neceflity  even  ob- 
liged the  ftates  to  negotiate  with  the  French  court,  and  liftcn 
to  terms  offered  by  the  duke  of  Jnjou.     The  treaty  came  to 
nothing,  burthe  prince  of  Or.'?;?^^?  gained  by  it  the  advan- 
tage of  eftabliihing  a  mart  at  Calais  for  the  difpofal  of  the 
prizes  made  by  the  Gueux^. 

On  the  other  hand,  Philip,  though  greatly  fuperior  iri  ^y^^^^/^- 
power,  was  intolerably  diftrefled  for  money  ;  above  ^y  philips 
40,000,00a  of  crowns  were  due  to  the  Spanijh  and  Gerioefe 
merchants,  and  the  intereft  ftill  unpaid,  now  amounted  to 
as  much  as  the  capital.  The  war  hudlDefidcs  coft  a  greater 
fum  fent  in  fpecie  from  Spain  and  the  Imlle^^  which,  witK 
the  immenfe  loffes  occafioned  by  the  ftagnation  of  trade  in 
the  Netherlands^  had  quite  exhaulted  the  treafury.  Large 
arrears  were  due  to  the  troops,  they  were  every  day  muu- 
nying,  and  fome  broke  out  into  adtual  rebellion,  doing  in- 
credible mifchief  in  the  open  country,  and  laying  the  weaker 
towns  under  contribution.  To  remedy  thefe  evils,  Re^ 
^efnea  demanded  a  fupply  of  the  provinces,  and  tbey  an- 
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fwercd  him,    by   requiring  refiitution   of  their  privilege?, 
and  difmiilion  of  the  Spanijh  troops.     Flanders  in  particu- 
lar paid  the  defired  fubfidy,  by  ballancing  it  againft  half  the 
damages  the  province  fuftained  from  the  mifcondudl  of  the 
governors,  and  the  wars  wantonly  and  unnecelTariiy  excited. 
While  this  affair  w^s  in  agitation,  Requefnti  died    of  an 
ardent  fever  j  the  council  of  Hate  took  upon  them  the  ad- 
The  muti'  miniftration,  and   the  prince  of  Orange  took  the.  opportu- 
ny  among    nity  of  the  confufion  that  enfucd  to  lay  the  fi rft  foundation 
his  srocps,  of  the  Pacification  of  Ghent j  by  which  his  affairs  were  con- 
thc  re'vdt  fiJerably  retrieved,  and  the  greateft  blow  given  to  the  court 
cfihepro'  ^f  gp^^^  (j^^  jj^^j  y^^  fuftained.     All  nov/  was  anarchy  in 
'Viuc.s.       ^^^  2^^^  Countries.     The  garrifon  of  Ziriczee  mutinied   for 
want   of  pay,    and  to  appcafe   them  the  council  of  fiate 
fent  a  hundred  thoufand  livres,    upon  which  the  Walloon 
regiments  under  Madragon  feized,  after  expelling  the  Spanifty 
foldiers,  wounding  and  murdering  their  officers.     This  did 
not  unite  the  Spanijh  mutineers   among  themfclves ;  they 
turned  out  the  few  remaining  officers,  made  new  appoint- 
.  ments,  and  being  joined  by  the  garrifon  oi  Lfllo,  marched  to  ' 
the  number  of  2000  men  towards  the  capital,  committed 
horrible  outrages,  overwhelmed  the  inhabitants  of  Brujfels 
with  confternation ;  and  on  the  26th  of  July  feized  upon 
Jloji^  confined  the   principal   burghers,  and    hanged  up  a 
king's  officer.     The  moft  favourable  conditions  were  offer- 
ed by  the  council  of  ftate,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  tumult, 
and  provifions  were  fent  to  the  mutineers.     This  created 
fufpicion   in  the  inhabitants  of  Brujfels^  that  the  meeting 
was  excited  by  the  connivance  of  the  council,  with  a  view 
of  ruining  the  provinces  without  incurring  the  refentment 
dnd  odium  consequent  on  any  appearance  of  legal  oppref- 
fion.     They  arretted  the  council,  declared  the  Spaniards  it- 
bels,  and  took  meafures  in  concert  with  the  other  oties  and 
The  de-      provinces  for  expelling  foreigners  out   of  the  Netherlands. 
ftruSiion     A  confederiicy  to  this  purpofe  was  formed  between  the  pro- 
^Ant-      vinccs  of  Hainault^  Artois^  and  Flanders^  to  which  all  the 
wcrp,         reft  except  Luxemhurgh  acceded  ;  and  .don  John  of  Aufiria^ 
who  had  entered  the  Low  Countries  in  quality  of  governor 
and  fucceffor  to  Requefnes^  was  obliged  to  keep  aloof,  and 
live  in  obfcurity  in  Luxemhurgh^    until  the  ftorm    fhould 
fubfidei. 

The  prince  of  Orange  was  all  this  while  profiting  by  thcfe 
commotions.  He  had  long  laboured  to  have  the  ftatcs- 
general  convoked,  and  he  now  faw  them  not  only  affemblcd, 
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but  preparing  to  make  head   againft  the  Spaniardf^  by   a 
ftrange  viciiiitude  of  fdrtune,  ariiing  from  accidents  which 
all  his  penetration  and  fagacity  could  not  forefee.     United 
in  councils  againft  the  common  enemy,  every  meafure  was 
taken  for   reducing  the  citadels  of   Ghent,   Jntwerp    and  ^«^^^^ 
Maeftrkbi,  the  chief  places  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  padfaa^ 
and  what  muft  chiefly  contribute  to  their  expulfion.     Ghent  ^J^"  ^ 
citadel  was  taken  on  the  27th  of  November,  by  the  affift-       ^^  * 
ance  of  a  ftrong  reinforcement  of  troops  and  artillery  fcnt     • 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,'    At  Jntzverp  the  ftates  of  Brabant 
were  lefs  fuccefsful.     The  citadel  was  vigoroufly  attacked  ; 
but  the  mutineers  at  jilo/i,  entering  the  citadel  to  aflift  their 
countryman,  a  fally  was  made,  the  befiegers  were  driven 
from  their  trenches,  great  part  of  the  town  was  confumcd 
by  fire,  and  the  reft  pillaged  for  three  days  with  every  kind 
of  infolence  and  brutality,  at  a  time  when  Antwerp  was  the 
moft  flour ifliing  and  populous  city  in  th^  Netherlands,  and' 
indeed  among  the  moft  wealthy  in  ^'wr^^f^'^.     It  is  affirmed 
that  the  trealure  carried  ofF  amounted  to  four  millions,  be- 
fides  an  infinity  of  rich  merchandife.     This  terrible  cala- 
mity united  papifts  and  j)rotcftants  without  diftinftion  in  a  ' 
confederacy,   and  co-operated    with  the    meafures  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  to  form  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  which 
was  a  confederacy  of  all  the  provinces  to  expel  foreign  foU 
diers,  to  reftore  the  antient  form  of  government,  to  refer 
matters  of  religion  to  the  feveral  ftates  of  the  provinces, 
for  ever  to  unite  the  other  fifteen  provinces  in  the  fame  com- 
mon intereft   with    Holland,    Zealand,    and  the   prince   of 
Orange,  to  renew  the  commerce'  and  amity  between  thenj,  i 
to  aflcmble  the  ftates  in  the  manner  praftifed  under  the 
houfc  of    Burgundy  and  Charles  V.  to  fufpend  all  the  ri- 
gorous edicts  of  the  duke  of  Jiva  on  the  fubjeft  of  religion. 
Until  the  ftates  general  fliould  take  the  matter  into  confi- 
deration,  to  releafe  all  the  natives  made  prifoners   mutually 
without  ranfom,  and  to  reftore  all  things  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  before  the  war,  and  the  tyrannical  government  of 
the  duke  of  Jha  K 

The  ftates  general  began  with  foliciting^  aid  from  the 
queen  of  England,  Their  ambaflidor  had  a  gracious  recep- 
tion, and  Elizabeth  advanced  them  20,000/.  fterling,  on 
condition  the  French  (hould  not  be  invited  into  the  Nethe-r^ 
lands,  that  they  would  accept  of  reafonable  terms  of  ac- 
commodation if  offered,  and  that  the  loan  fliould  be  repaid 
the  entiling  year.     BentivogUo^  allcdges,  that  the  qiieen  fti- 
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pulated,  that   they  ihould   make  no  innovations  in  rcl!« 
.    j^      gion  without  the  cohfent  of  Philips  and  feveral  other  arti- 

^'  ^'     cles  not  very  ccuififtcnt  with  her  future  conduft,  and  the 

^5^7'  charafter  of  a  proteftanC  fovereign  of  a  proteftant  kingdom* 
Next  a  ccflation  of  hoftiliues  was  agreed  upon  with  don  John, , 
upon  his  aflurances  that  every  reafonable  requeft  of  the  pro- 
vinces fhould  be  granted.  On  the  27th  of  December^  depu- 
ties were  fent  with  propofals  to  don  John  to  difband  the  fo- 
reign troops  ;  but  he  defired  to  know  what  fecurity  theftates 
would  give  for  their  allegiance  after  the  departure  of  the 
Spanijh  forces,  and  remonftrated  againft  the  unreafonable- 
nefs  of  difarming  the  king,  while  his  rebeUious  fubje^^s 
were  in  arms,  and  ready  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  dc- 
/erting  their  obedience.  He  likewife  demanded  fecurity 
with  refpeft  to  religion  ;  and  infifted  fo  warmly  on  this  head, 
that  it  was  obvious  he  had  no  inclination  to  part  with  the 
Spanijh  army  before  the  provinces  of  Zealand  and  ilolland 
embraced  the  catholic  religion.  After  much  altercation,, 
ncceflity  at  length  obliged  don  John  to  grant  all   that  was. 

fheperpe-  required  to  confirm  the   pacification  of  Ghent y  and  difmifs 

tual  edia,  the  Spani/h  army.  He  had  the  king's  authority  for  his  prot 
ceedings,  the  treaty  was  proclaimed  at  Bruffeh  and  Antwerp. 
on  the  17th  of  February^  and  don  ^John  immediately  ac- 
knowledged governor  and  the  king's  lieutenant  of  the  Ne-^ 
therlands.  Peace  and  concord  were  reftored,  induftry  re- 
newed, and  religious  difpute?  filenced ;  in  a  word,  thei^iV 
Countries  would  again  have  become  the  moft  flourifliing  and 
important  of  the  Spanijh  dominions,  had  not  the  ambition 
of  don  Johfi^  the  faife  policy  and  defpotilhi  of  Philips  or, 
fome  fuch  cauie,  a  third  time  lighted  up  the  torch  of  dif* 
cord,  and  excited  a  civil  war,  never  to  be  appeafed  but  by 
the  total  cxtinftion  of  the  Spanijh  fovereignty  over  the  feven 
provinces  of  Holland^  Zealand,  JJtrecht^  Groningen^  Quelder- 
landy  Frifeland  and  Overyjfel  °. 

After  the  departure  of  the  foreign  troops,  when  liberty 
began  to  draw  breath,  while- commerce  was  again  lifting  its 

-.     -  ,     head,  and    the  arts   of   peace  diflributing    their  bleffings, 
dmttid    ^^"  J^^^  ^^^  umbrage  by  the  great  number  of  Spaniards 

f  the  0'   ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^s  court,  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  his  Spanijh. 

wmment,  ^rvants,  the  intimacy  he  chiefly  contrafted  with  thofe  per- 
fons  who  Appeared  diffatisfied  with  all  the  meafures  con- 
certed fince  the  death  of  Requej7tes^  by  demanding  the  fame , 
honours  paid  to  princes  of  the  blood  vefted  with  hisauf 
thority,  the  fame  guard  and  rcfpedl,  by  affuming'a  powef 
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over  the  officers,  of  the  armyi  and  chiming  the  title  and> 
pqrwcr  of  captaih-genertl,  by  interfering  in  the  civil  promo- 
tions dependent  on  the  dates  \  and  by  infifting,  that  if  tho 
provinces  of  Holland  znd  Zealand  did  not  immediately  agree 
to  CJi^ery  particular  of  the  late  treaty,  called   the  perpetptal 
edi^i  all  communication  with  them  ihould  be  broken  off^ 
and  they  forced  into  reafon  by  dint  of  arms.     It  muft  be 
obferved,  that  when  the  edid:  was  communicated  to  the 
jQ^es  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  they  made  the  following  ob- 
jedlions  by  the  advice  of  the  prince  of  Orange.     That  the 
ftates  general  had  not  eftabliflied  the  right  of  affembling 
this  fovereign  tribunal  in  the  perfons  originally  invefted  with 
that  power  by  the  conftitution  ',  that  they  had  authorized 
.an  infra<9:ion  of  their  privileges,   by  not  procuring  the  re- 
leafe  of  count  Bare,  who  had  done  nothing  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  his  country  j  that  the  pacification  of  Ghent  was  con- 
firmed only  under  fuch  limitations  as  fubje£led-it  to  what 
conftru£lions  and  interpretations  the  king  thought  proper ; 
that  the  Spanijh  troops  were  fufFe red  to  carry  off  the  im- 
mcnfe  wealth  they  acquired  by  the  ruin  and  deftruQion  of 
the  Netherlands^  and  the  ci^y   of  Antwerp  in"  particular  j    / 
that  no  flipulation  was  made  in  favour  of  thofe  dj'fpoireffed 
of  their  eftat*es ;    that  no  mention  was  made  of  demolifh- 
ing  the  forts,  and  that  they  had  fhewn  but  little  complai-  . 
fance  to  the  queen  of  England^  and  the  court  of  France,  not-  He  gk^ts' 
withftanding  they  had  in  many  inftances  teftified  their  regard  umltdge 
for  the  Netherlands.     They  added^  that  it  were  to  be  wiflied  ^^  ^^^ 
they  had  feen  all  thefe  articles  performed  before  don  John  was  ^^^^^^\ 
admitted  into  his  government,  and  that  every  man  had  pre- 
vioufly  been  put  in  poffeflion  of  his  eftate  and'efFeds,  as  well 
ia  the  Low  Countries,   as  in  the  duchy   of  Burgundy  \  .an 
article  that  in  {^articular  refpefted  the  prince  of  Orange,  dif- 
poffeffed  fjnce  the  firft  difturbances  of  large  pofleffions  in  Bur^ 
gundy  and'  Brabant.     For  thefe  reafons  the  ftates  and  the 
prince  rcfufed  to  fign   the  edi£t,  though  they  confented  to 
all  the  articles  that  did  not  contradict  thofe  fpecified.     Don 
John  was    ftrenuous    in    urging    that    violent    meafurcs  . 
might  be  ufed  to  force  them  to  fubmiiSon.     He  wrote  to 
the  king  in  cypher,  prefiing  him  to  this  method  as  the 
only  expedient.     The  letter  fell  into  the  hands  of  Htnry 
IV,  who  tranfmitted  it  to  the  prince  of  Orange.    His  fecre- 
tary  Efcovedo  was  next  fent  to  Spain,  under  pretence  of  fo- 
liciting  money  for  the  payment  of  the  German  forces  ;  but 
in  reality  to  reprefent  the  neceffity  o  f  violent  meafures,  and 
communicate  the  plan  projected  by  don  John,     Impatient 
for  the  return  of  Efcrucdo^  he  meditated  quitting  .the  coun- 
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try,  and  aSually  coniulted  his  friends  Barlaimont  and  Mitn^ 
fuelt  upon  the  fubjcft.  At  laft,  under  pretence  of  cooipHr 
menting  Margaret  queen  of  Navane  en  her  journey  to  the 
andfeizes  5^^^'>  ^^  ^^^^  BruJJeh^  and  feized  upon  the  citadel  of  JVj- 
Namur,  1^^^  5  ^  conduft  which  he  endeavoured  to  juftify  by  the  nc«* 
ccflity  he  was  under  of  retiring  to  a  place  of  fecurity,  while 
be  faw  all  around  him  in  commotion,  and  the  flames  of 
war  and  rebeftion  ready  to  break  out.  He  fent  his  apology 
to  the  ftates,  defiring  they  would  difarm  the  governor  and 
burghers  of  Brujfels  clofely  attached  to  the  prince  of  Orange. 
The  ftates  invited  him  to  return,  promifing  they  would  pu- 
nifli  with  the  utmoft  feverity  all  convi6lcd  of  any  defigns 
^  againft  his  perfon ;  but  he  not  only  refufed,  but  endeavourtd 
to  corrupt  the  German  forces,  and  by  their  means  to  gain 
pofleiEon  of  Antwerp.  In  a  word,  from  intercepted  letters, 
from  the  feizing  of  Namur  the  attempts  on  jfntwerpy  the 
tampering  with  the  German  foldiers,  the  fubfequent  alterca- 
tion with  the  ftates  general,  and  the  march  of  the  Spanijh 
army  towards  the  Nstherlandsy  it  inconteftibly  appears  that 
Aon  John  was  the  aggreflbr,  that  he  was  encoura8;ed  by 
Phthp  ;  and  that  though  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
refufed  to  fign  the  perpetual  edidl,  yet  they  and  the  prince 
of  Orange  were  defirou$  of  preferving  the  public  tranquillity 
even  upon  the  terms  of  the  eJicl  p. 
Thef>rhtce  When  it  was  known  that  the  Spantjh  forces  were  aflem* 
ofOvAv^^  bling  in  Namur  and  Luxemhurgh^  the  ftates  invited  the  prince 
'^-  •  ^^  Orange  to  Breda^  where  he  was  joyfully  received,  and 
fjiimation.  ac'/ompanied  to  Antwerp  and  Brvjph  by  ftrong  guards,  who 
voluntariJv  offered  themfelves  for  his  prote£lion.  Here  he 
>vas  chofen  governor  of  Brabant,  which  had  no  particular 
governor  of  the  province,  being  undtT  the  immediate  di- 
pedion  of  don  John,  in  quality  of  the  king's  lieutenant. 
At  the  fame  time  a  council  of  ftate  was  formed,  which  fliould 
have  the  general  government  of  the  provinces,  and  to  this 
ihe  prince  was  appointed  prefident^  He  was  indeed  eftecmed 
not  only  the  principal  perfonage  in  the  confederacy,  but 
the  defender  of  liberty,  and  the  parent  of  the  NetherlarJi* 
His  high  reputation  incurred  the  jealoufy  of  the  other  no- 
bility, particularly  of  the  duke  d'Arehpt,  the  head  of  an 
ancient  family,  the  governor  of  Flanders^  and  a  nobleman 
of  great  property  and  influence.  He  became  the  leader  oi 
a  faSion  oppofed  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  agreed  however 
with  him  in  the  detcftation  of  tyranny  and  defence  of  free- 
<Iom,  but  differed  not  olily  in  point  of  religion  aiMl  fentiments 
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with  rcfpeft  to  the  court  of  Spain^  but  of  perfonal  in^ereft. 
In  £hort,  he  was  the  prince's  rival ;  finding  his  weight  infe- 
rior, he  ^Vas  determined  to  invite  the  archduke  Mathiasy 
brother  to  the  emperor,  to  the  government  of  the  Low  Coun^ 
tries,  A  meffage  Was  privately  fent  to  that  prince,  who, 
diflktisfied  with  the  little  confequence  he  had  at  the  impe- 
rial court,  accepted  the  propofal,  quitted  Prague  in  the 
night,  and  fuddenly  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jnt^ 
werpj  to  the  great  aftonifhmcnt  of  the  ftates.  Contrary  to 
expeftation,  the  prince  of  Qrmge  efpoufed  the  archduke's 
ihtereft  in  oppofition  to  the  duke  of  Anjou^  and  perfuaded  ' 

feveral- cities  to  beftow  upon  him  the  government,  but  o;i 
condition  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  appointed  his  lieutenant. 
Bentivoglio^  with  the  true  cafuiftry  of  an  Italian  prelate,  af- 
figns  a  variety  of  fubtle  caufes  for  the  prince's  condudl, 
which  probaWy  never  had  exiftence  but  in  that  writer's  own 
imagination.  It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
they  are  fpecious  and  refined,  perfedly  confiftent  with  the 
charafter  of  the  prince;  but  perhaps  too  fpeculative  for 
practice,  and  too  far-fetched  for  fo  pref&ng  a  conjun6lure*i. 

li^i^  duke  d^Archot  now  changed  his  battery  :  he  laboured 
to  difluade  the  provinces  from  coming  into  the  meafures  of        .        ' 
the  prince  of  Orange ;    affirming,  that  ambition,  and  not 
the  love  of  liberty,  made  him  oppofe  the  Spanijh  government  j  Fa^ionj 
he  made  his  public  entry   into  Ghent^  efcorted  by  a  grcsLt  formed 
number  of  horfe  and  foot ;  he  gained  great  numbers  of  the  a^ainfi 
nobility,  obtained  from  the  council  of  ftate  very  extenfive  him. 
powers,  with  refpeft  to  the  government  o^  Flanders  \  and 
sifter  taking  upon  him   the  authority  of  governor,  gained 
the  affe6li©ns  of  the  people,  by  declaring  that  he  was  come 
to  reftore  their  privileges,  and  demolifh  the  citadel  oi  Ghent^ 
which  had  long  given  umbrage.     However,  in  the  rhidft  of 
all  this  popularity,  he  was  arrefted  in  Ghe7it  by  one  Rhihove^ 
who  raifed  a  fedition  among   the  populace,  but  releafed  fix 
days  after  at  the  interceffion  of  the  prince  of  Orange*     A 
conduct:  that  refuted  all  the  calumnies   propagated  againft 
the  prince,  and  proved  that  the  public   good  was  the  guid- 
ing ftar  that  direfted  him  to  fo  many  great  and  glorious  ac- 
tions, amidft  the  utmoft  perils  to  his  prefent  reputation '. 
Archot  was  prevailed  on  by  the  ftates  of  F/andefs'to  publifh 
a  declaration,  promifing  he  would  entirely  forget  and  for- 
gjve  the  iiijury  his  honour  fuftained  by  his  imprifonment. 
To  this  declaration,  his  pride  made  him  give  the  air  of  a  ' 
pardon.     His  expreffion  gave  offence,  and  that  air  of  au- 

1  LsCxiRC,  lib.  ill.  p.  63.        f  GnoT.  Sc  LbC&erc,  ibid. 

thority 


74  ^11^^  Hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces,  . 

thority  he  afluined  was  a  pfoof  of  his  ambition.  All  hi»-  i 
iDfluence  however  could  not  prevent  the  releafe  of  the  ' 
other  prifoners  made  in  GhenU  particuJarly  of  Champignly  , 
who  was  accufed  of  having  drawn  up  an  incendiary  pa-  | 
per,  tending  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  provinces,  ! 
and  levelled  in  particular  at  the  prince  of  Orange^  whom 
they  wanted  to  fuperfede,  by  fubfiituting  Jnhot  \n  his  em- 
ployments. It  would  be  impoffible  to  recite  the  views,  dc- 
figns,  and  opinions  of  parties  and  individuals,  who  contri- 
buted to  the  public  confufion;  they  were  infinitely  con- 
tiradi£lory,  and  frequently  abfunj.  Sufficient  it  is,  tnat  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  duke  iArchot  were  uivals,  who  (hould 
raife  the  atchduke  Mathias  to  the  dignity  of  governor-ge- 
neral, in  order  to  hold  the  power  in  their  own  hands) 
both  were  enemies  to  tyranny,  but  the  lattt^  better 
difpofed  to  the  Spanijh  government,  and  a  ftrenuous  fup- 
portef  of  the  popifh  religion/ 

It  was  judged  neceflary  by  the  dates  and  the  prince  of 
Orangey  that  the  archduke  (hould  be  maintained   agreeable 
to  his  quality,  until  Jie  could  be  inftalled  in  his  authority  j 
accordingly  the  prince,  attended  by  the  burghers  in  arms, 
went  to  mejBt  him  at  Jntwerp.     Immediately  after  the  ftates 
Don  Tohn  S®"^*"^'   publiflied   a  proclamation,  declaring  don  John  an 
dehJtd.      ^"^"'y  ^^  ^1^^  country  he  was  bound  to  proteft  \  and  all  his 
^      *      adherents  were  ordered  to  quit  him,  under  pain  of  being 
declared  rebels.     A  clofer  union  was  formed  between  the 
catholic  and  proteftant  provinces,  by  which  the  pacification 
of  Ghent  was  confirmed,  and  the  parties  engaged  mutually  to 
fupport  their  privileges.     Next  an  ambafly  was  fent  to  queen 
Elizabeth  J  tofolicit  the  'affiftance  of  iheEngliJh  nation,  and  en- 
gage the  queen  in  an  alliance.   On  the  17th  of  December  the 
ftates  refolved  to  inftall  the  archduke  in  the  dignity  of  go- 
vernor-^general  of  the  provinces,  and  a  deputation  was  fent  to 
him  with  the  articles  that  were  to  regulate  his  authority  and 
adminiftration.     As  the  governor  was  a  (Granger,   fuppofed 
uninformed  of  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  country,  the 
prince  of  Orange  was  appointed  his  lieutenant,  whofe  in- 
tegrity and  ability  was  acknowledged.' 
Though  the  archduke  was  fettered  and  confined    by 
,    tighter  bonds  than   any  preceding  governor,  he    accepted 
A.  D.    the  charge,  and  figned  the  conditions,  fet  out  for  Brujfels  on 
^^n%,     the  1 8th  of  January ^  aiid  was  every  where  received  in  the 
quality  he  afuimed.     Don  John  fent  bjtter  reproaches  to  the 
iiates,  but  his  letters  were  negleded,  and  laid  afide  without 
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a  reply ;  tbcy  wrote  however  to  the  king,  apologizing  for 
their  condu6l,    and   attributing  it  to  the  neceffity  of  the 
times,  and  the  maladminftration  of   don  ^obn :  the  fame  v^/^^- 
excufes  were  made  to  the  emperor,  without  whofe  pcrmiffion  *^^J^  ^ 
the  archduke  had  accepted  the  government,  but  in  vain ;  for  *"'^'^* 
neither  of  the  princes  could  be  perfuadc^d  that  the  ftates  ought 
to  confer  or  the  duke  to  accept  without  the  leave  or  dire£i; 
^pointment  of  Philip  and  ^he  emperor.'    In  Spain  counclla 
were  daily  held  upon  the  afFairs  of  the  Loiw  Courttries  ;  it  was 
at  length  determined  to  a£t  vigoroufly,  as  the  only  means   ^ 
of  faving  thofe  provinces  either  from  claiming  their  inde- 
pendency, or  throwing  tliemfelves  into  the  arms  of  (bme. 
foreign  prince.     The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  afiembled 
in  Naples  ahd  Milan^  levies^  were  made   in  Burgundy  and 
Luxemburgh^  and  a  refolution  taken  of  fupporting  don  J^bn^q-^^^^ 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  Spanijb  monarchy.     To  op-  ^/^^^^^^^ 
pofe  the    vaft  preparations,  the  ftates   concluded  a  treaty  Elizabeth, 
with  the  queen  of  England^  whereby  that  princefs  ftipulatcd 
to  2idvance  them  100,000  1.  fterling,  to  afiift  the  provinces 
with  5000  foot,  and  1000  horfe ;  on  condition  that  the  loan 
was  repaid  with  intereti:  in  eight  months,  that  certain  towns, 
were  ceded  to  her  in  fecurity,  that  the  ftates  fihould  defray  the. 
expence  of  tranfporting  the  troops,  and  take  them  into  their, 
pay  whil^  they  a<Sted  in  their  fervice.     It  is  faid,  that  the  am- 
bafiadors  would  have  preferred  an  equivalent  in  money  to  the 
Englijh  troops  ;  that  they  hinted  the  matter  to  the  quecn^  and 
found  ihe  was  offended.  The  treaty  however  waa,afterwards 
broke  by  the  queen,  u rider  pretence  that  the  French  would  har- 
bour fufpicions  of  her  having  defigns  upon  the  Netherlands^ 
and  would  for  that  reafon  unite  their  farces  with  Spain  to  op-. 
ppfe  her  attempts.  Inftead  of  the  Englijh  troops,the  queen  pro- 
pofed  fending  John  Cajftmir  count  palatine  with  3000  foot  and 
3000  horfe,  refufing  to  pay  the  money  ftipulated  until  the 
ftates  confented.  This  fcheme  had  before  been  fuggefted  in  the 
ftates  general,  biit  oppofed,  as  it  would  render  the  reformifts 
too  powerful ;  which  indeed  was  the  great  objedion  to  the 
Englijh  forces. 

Before  this  treaty  was  concluded,  ionjobn  wasjoincd  by 
the  expected  army  under  the  condu&ofJlexander  Farnefe^  duki 
of  Piirz««,thcmoft  intrepid,  vigorous,  expert,  and  renowned 
officer  ill  the  fervice  of  Philip.  ,The  troops  confiftedof  16,000 
foot,  and  2OQO  horfe,  all  chofen  veterans  ;  many  of  whom  had 
pften  triumphed  under  the  duke  ofJIva.  Don  John  declared* 
war  on  the  2.5th  o{  January ;  and  though  the  winter  was  fevere, 
determined  to  cotnmeace  boftilities,  and  pu(h  the  ad- 
vaotagcs  be  obtained  from  a  greatly  fuperior  army.  -  .Tiie. 
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ftatrs  were  irrcfolutr,  and  flow  in  their  preparations;  WiUkm 
of  Orange  had  made  the  moft   fpirited*  remonftrances,  and 
«       -^  infiftcd  on  the  neceflity  oi  an  offenfivc  war;  but  lb  tedious 
i    \J^ti   ^^^  ^^  deliberations  of  fo  unwieldy  a  body,  clogged  with 
'  numberlefs  conftiturional  cmbarraflments,  that  nothing  was 
executed.   A  body  indeed  of  10,000  foot  and  5000  horfewas 
cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Namur ;  but  all  the  chief 
officers  were  at  Brujfeh^ '  and  only  the  fieur  de  Coigny  marc* 
fchal  de  Campy  and  colonel  Balfour,  a  Scotchman^  with  the 
troops.       Thefe  don  y<?A«  propofed   attacking;    Coigny ^tA 
Balfour  fufpefted  his  defign,  and  prepared  for  a  retreat ;  the 
cavalry  were  placed  in  the  rear  to  cover  the  infantry  in  their 
march,  and  don  yohn  hearing  they  were  in  motion,  haften- 
ed  to  occupy  certain  advantageous  pofts.     He  fell  upon  the 
army  of  the  ftates,  broke  their  difpofition,  and-forted  them 
to  feekfhelter  in  a  tumultuous  manner  under  the  cannon  of 
Gemblours :    the  town  was  fummoned,  and  it  fubmittcd  at 
difcretion  ;  while  the  fugitive  army  was  difperfed  in  parties 
round   the  country.     Louvain  furrendered  to  Gon^aga^  and 
Bovi?z^s    was  reduced   by  Hierques,     Sicbem  made   an  ob- 
ftinate  refiftancc,  but  was  at  length  ftormed  and  taken  by 
the  prince  ofFarma,  all  the  garrifon  being  put  to  the  fwo/tf, 
except   the  governor,  who  valiantly  defended  hirnfelf  in  an 
untenable  citadel  ;  for  which,  on-  his  fuhmiffion,  he  was 
unjuftly  and  cruelly  hanged.     Dif/i,  Arckot,  TiUemoni,  and 
Leuve,  furrendered  without  exchanging  a  fhot ;  but  l^kdle 
glorioufly  flood  a  long  fiegc,  ar:d  at  laft  obtaitied  honourable 
Conditions."     Don  yohn  would  have  invefted  Bruffels,  where 
the  archduke  and  prince  of  Or^«^^  refided ;  but  dreaditij 
the  difficulty  of  the  enterprife,  he  contented  hi'mfelf  with 
fecuring  the  pafles  to  Italy  and  the  empire,  by  the  rcduftion 
cf  Litnburg  and  Philipville. 
Amftcr-         While  don  yohn  was  purfuing  his  conquefts  with  ra- 
dam  de-     pitlity?  the  ftates  made  an  acquifition,  that  more  than  com- 
laresfcr     p^sjifated  all  their  lofles  ;  it  was  the  city  oi  Am/ierdam,  which 
thejtaies*   blocked  Up  for  feveral  months  by  fea  and  land,  at  laft  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Orange^ 
whereby  it  was  ftipulatcd  that  the  proteftants  fliould  hold 
their  religious  meetings  without  the  walls,  and  be  permitted 
a  cemetery   or  burying-ground   within;  that  the   garrifon 
fliould  be  d  ft>anded,^ and  600  men,  commanded  by  the  burg- 
hers, levied  for  the  defence  of  the  city ;  that  all  perfons  banifc- 
ed  on  the  fcore  of  religion  fliould  be  recalled  ;  that  Jmfterdam 
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Should  enjoy  all  its  ancient  privileges ;  and  that  all  vacan^ 
cies  rn  public  employments  ihould  be  filled  without-  diftinc- 
tioh  by  thofe  who  cither  diJ  or  did  not  incur  the  penalty  of 
banifhment  on  account  of  party-conexions.  This  capitu- 
lation was  foon  broken,  the  catholic  magiftrates  were  driven 
out  of  the  city,  attended  by  the  priefts  and  popifli  clergy  of 
every  denomination  \  the  images  and  idols  of  fuperftitioh 
were  pulled  down,  and  only  the  reformed  clergy  fufFcred  to 
preach  publickly.^ 

These'  tt-anfadions   were  fucce^ded   by  the  zxx'wiX.oi  Pf'opfaU 
baron   de  Selle,    witii    letters  and    inftrudions   from  king  ^f^^^  h 
Philip.    His  firft  pfopofal  was  to  rcinftate  don  John  \  but  ^!"S  ^^^' 
finding- the  fpirits  of  the  people  too  violently  cnflamed  to  "P' 
admit  of  fuch  conditions,  the  baron  artfully  changed   his 
battery,  defired  that  the  duke  of  Parma  might  be  accepted 
in  quality  of  governor,  without  troops,  or  any  other  fecurity 
than  the  promifes  of  the  ftates,  and  the  perfon  of  the  prince 
of  Orange^  who  was  required  as  a  hoftagc ;  but  this  propo- 
iition  was  entirely  rcjeded.   Don  John  or  the  prince  of  Par- 
ma would  not  be  received  upon  any  conditions  ;  and  the 
ftates  pofitively  infifted  as  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty,  that 
the  government  fliould  be  left  in  the  bands  of  the  arch- 
duke, aififted  by  the  prince  of  Orange,     The  emperor  fent 
ambaffadors  with  inftrudions  to  the  fame  purpofe  ;  but  he 
met  with  no  better  diccefs.* 

Negotiations  proving  abortive,  both  fides  prepared 
to  enfure  their  pretenfions  by  the  fword.  The  ftates,  fen- 
fible  that  the  misfortunes  and  loffes  in  the  winter  arofe 
from  the  irrefolution  and  tedious  deliberations  of  the  pro-  ' 

vincial  ftates,  yefted  the  archduke,  the   council   of    ftate, 
and   the  prince  of  Orange ^  with  a  power  of  levying  what 
number  of  troops  they  ftiould  think  heceffary,  and  difpofing 
them  in  the  manner  moft  advantageous  to  the  public,  with- 
out referring  to  the  ftates  in  every  particular  :  they  only  re- 
commended that  they  would  proportion  the  expences  to  the 
revenue,  which   at  that  time  amounted  only  to  6oo,oco 
livres.     About  this  time  a  revolution,  greatly  beneficial  to  ' 
the  common  caufe,  vvas  cfFefted   in  Gueldefiand ;  John  of  j^    ^j  ^ 
Najfauy    brother  to  the  prince  of  Orange^   was  appointed  ^^^^^  '^-^ 
j*overnor  of  this  province  ;  upon  entering  on  the  admini-  Guilder- 
ftration,  count  John  perceived  that  the  whole  conduft  of  land  and 
affairs  was  in  the  hands  of  perfons  ftrongly  affected  to  king  Gronia- 
Philip  and  the  catholic  religion.     Moft  of  the  cities  profefled  gen. 
popery  i  and  the  count,  who  bad  fwore  to  the  pacification 
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of  Ghent  J  was  reftrained  from  attempting  any  change  \A 
Tcligion.  The  face  of  affairs  however  took  a  iiidden  turn  \ 
yohn  acquired  great  popularity,  and  foon.  difcovered  that 
K>reigners  were  the  leading  perfons.  His  artifice  and  po- 
'  licy  ftimulatejd  the  people  againft  them ;  they  were  deprived 

of  their  feats  in  the  provincial  ftates,  and  turned  out  of 
their  offices  in  the  government  of  the  cities.  Thus  Najfau 
pbtained  the  chief  dire£lion,  and  was  able  to  -co-operate 
■with  the  meafures  planned  by  his  brother.  Another  jcvo- 
{  lution  happened  in  Gronlngen^  of  which  Jafper  de  RoUisfuur 

de  Billy  was  governor.  Billy  was  by  birth  a  Portuguejej  by 
religion  a  catholic,  and  confequently  a  dependent  on  the 
court  of  Spain :  he  refufed  to  accede  to  the  union  of  the 
provinccis,  and-the  ftatcs  general  found  it  neceflary  to  fend 
to  him  Francis  Martin  Stella^  with  propofals  for  iigning  the 
pacification  of  G/r^n/,.  £;7/y  fufpe£iing  that  the  deputy's  real 
defignVas  to  excite  a  revolt  in  the  province,  put  him  to  the 
torture  to.extort  confeiBon  ;  after  having  firft  wounded  him 
with  his  own  hand.  The  deputy  bid  defiance  -to  pain  j  he 
bore  the  moft  excruciating  tortures  with  iirmnefs,  and 
having  a  furgcon  to  drefs  his  wound  to  enable  him  to  un- 
dergo a  fecond  trial,  he  communicated  fomethtng  in  the 
Greek  language,  which  the  furgeon  foori  made  public  :  in 
confequence  the  mob  afTembled,  refcued  S/zfi/a,,  declared  for 
the  pacification  of  Ghent^  and  obliged  Billy  to  quit  his  go- 
vernment. The  change  of  councils  in  th«fe  two  provinces 
was.of  theutmoft  fervice  to  *t;he  confederacy,  and  would 
have  enabled  the  province  to  have  encountered  the  whole 
power  of  Spainy  had  not  dilTenfion  broke  their  flrength,  di- 
vided their  councils,  and  diftrafled  their  affairs.' 
Jealottjies  •  The  great  number  of  prbteftants  invited  into  the  Nether^ 
among  the  lands,  in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  the  queen  of  England^ 
provinces,  gave  umbrage  to  the  catholics  :  thia  was  a  circumftance  on 
which  they  had  not  beftowed  fuiKcient  reflection  ;  but  the 
prince  of  Orange  foYcfaw  the  efFefts,  and  oppofed  the  refo- 
lutiori  ^o  warmly,  that  Elizabeth  took  offence.  He  even 
became  fufpeSed  by  feveral  zealous  proteflants,  who  did  not 
advert  that  the  defire  of  preferving  unanimity  among  the 
province  was  the  fole  principle  of /3^/V//tfw's  conduS.  The 
PFalloon  provinces,  violently  attached  to  the  church  ofR^me^ 
bad  in  faft  entertained  fufpicions,  that  a  proje<9:  was  coin 
I  certed  between  the  queen  of  England,  the  prince  of  Orangi^ 

I  and  prince  Cnfftmir,  for  eftablifhing  the  proteflant  religion ; 

iince  tRe  inhabitants  of  Ghfint  and  the  proteftant  provinces 

*^1,%  Cl^erc,  lib.  ill. 


^^— H 


or  Republic  of  Holhmi.  ■  79 

taxed  JViUiam  with  difcovering  a  biafs  for' popery.  Thus  his 
condu£):  was  taxed  by  both  parties,  and  that  moderation 
that  breached  nothing  but  true  patriotifm,  became  obnoxious 
to  thofe  who  had  equally  at  heart  the  good  of  their  coun- 
try, France  had  long  made  overtures  from  the  duke  of  ^«- 
jouy  which  the  IValloons  now  infifted  (hould*be  taken  into 
confideration..  The  ftate,  upon  the  affurances  oi  Henry  III. 
that  nothing  contrary  to  the  privileges  of  the  province  was 
intended',  gratified  the  requeft  of  the  Wailoons^  after  con- 
fuUing  whether  it  would  be  agreeable.  In  truth,  the  ap- 
pearance of  the. duke  of  Anjou^  who  was  fent  to  the  Ne- 
iherlands  merely  to  be  removed  from  the  court,  was  no  way 
formidable  ;  on  the  contrary,  his  army  confifted  of  ftarved  , 

imdifciplined  wretches,  intent  only  upon  plunder  and  ra- 
pine: the  duke  approached  to  Mons^  and  on  the  13th  of  ^ 
Auguji  ?L  treaty  was  concluded  between  him  and  the  flates  ^^^  ^^h 
general,  ftipulating,  that   he  fliould   advance  with    10,000  ^Anjou 
foot  and  206b  horfe,  to  be  maintained  for  three  months  at  ^°^^^^^^ 
the  expence  of  the  ftates  j  that  if  the  war  ihould  not  within  ^^  j    ^ 
that  tfme  be  finifhed,  he  fliould  continue  5000  foot  and           °    * 
500  horfe  in  his  own  pay,  in  confideration  of  which  he 
fliould    be  declared  defender  of  the  liberties  of  the  Netherlands ; 
that  he  fliould  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  qyeen  of  Eng-- 
kndy  duke.Caffimir^  and  the  other  friends  and  fupporters  of 
the  provinces  ;  that  his  forces  fliould  be  joined  to  thofe  of 
the  ftates,  and  himfelf  commander  in  chief,  or  in  his  ab« 
fence 'the  lieutenant  of  the  ftates;  that  Infpruc^  Bauvaisy    " 
and  Landreci,  fliould  be  given  him  a&  cautionary  towns ;  and 
that  his  troops  fliould  have  liberty  to  make  conquefts  in  J9«r- 
gundy  and  Luxemhurgh,  provided  they  did  ftot  thereby  neg- 
left  or  retard  the  common  caufe.     Upojn  flie  whole,  by  this 
treaty  the  duke  got  nothing  but  the  empty  title  of  defender 
of  the  liberties  of  the  Netherlands  ;  all  that  was  folid  de- 
pended on  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  and  the  pleafure.  of  the  ^ 
ftates.y 

While  the  confederates  were  forming  alliances,  heal-  ^on  JoKe 
ing  their  divifions,  and  making  preparations,  don  y^i»  ^f  attacks  ti/t 
Aujiria  rcfolved  to  attack  their  camp,  entrenched  at  Rime'  fi^^^  ^' 
nant^    a  village  between  Mechlin  and   Archot.     This  Dutch  ^^^ 
army  confifted  of  8000, foot,  2000  horfe,  and  fome  com- 
panies of  Englijh  and  Scotch  auxiliaries.     The  duke  of  Par-- 
may  lieutenant  general  of  the  Spaniards.^  propofed  drawing 
this  body  out  of    the  intrenchn^ents    by  flcirmiflies,   and 
then  atacking  them  in  the  open  plaiii.    iBaffled  in  this  de- 

7  RsioAN,  lib.  ii.  p.  30.     MstsUbk.  lib.  x.. 
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fign,  he  attacked  a  poft  defended  by  the  Brifijb  aux'iUarlcJ, 
but  was  warmly  received,  and  obliged  to  retreat  with  the 
lofs  of  800  men.  Count  BoJfU^  general  of  the  Flemings^ 
filed  off  towards  Namur^  determined  to  aft  on  the  defenfive 
until  he  (hould  be  joined  by  prince  Cajftmir  or  the  duke  of 
Anjou.  A  fokmn  ambafly  was  fent  to  the  latter,  requefting 
he  would  with  all  expedition  march  to  the  afEftance  of  the 
Flemings,  Anjou  began  his  rout ;  but  inftead  of  pUrfuing  it, 
he  halted  to  fecure  a  retreat,  inverted  Bimh^  took  it  by  af- 
fault,  and  ufed  the  garrifon  with  fo  much  huniantty  as  in- 
duced Maubege  to  furrender  without  exchanging  blows. 
^efnoi  and  Landreci  however  rcfufing  to  receive  the  French 
troops,  prop o fed  the  duke  fliould  have  Mechlin  and  fume 
Other  towns,  as  an  equivalent.  Jnjou  was  preparing  to  join 
,  the  Flemijh  army,  when  he  received  advice,  that  Csjftrmr^ 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  attack  don  Johny  had  turned  6ff  to 
Ghent,  there  to  receive  the  pay  due  to  his  army.  Upon 
this  he  halted*,  and  fent  to  know  of  the  council  of  ftatc, 
whether  Cajpmir  a£ted  by  their  inftruAions.  His  army 
murmured,  deferted,  and  complained  grievoufly  of  the  in- 
hofpitality  of  the  Flemings -y  difputes  in  fhort  rofc  fo,high, 
that  it  was  plain  the  duka  of  Jnjou  was  rather  the  rival  d 
Cajftmir  than  the  prote£lor  of  the  Low  Countries.  The  ftates 
laboured  to  reconcile  the  princes,  and  perfuade  them  to  aft 
with  unanimity  for  the  common  caufe.  In  the  mean  time 
2>«7/;John'f  don  y^^;!z  died,  fomc  imagine  of  chagrin,  others  affirm  of 
^mth,  poifon,  and  the  whole  power  came  into  the  hands  of  a  more 
able  foldier  and  flatefman,  the  duke  of  Parma.^ 

No  advantage  was  deduced  from  the  death  of  the  Spanijk^ 
governor  ;  the  vigour,  the  prudence,  the  uncommon  dili- 
gence of  Parma  kept  all  quiet  in  his  army  ;  while  the  con* 
federates,  greatly   fuperior  in  ftrength,  including  the  forces 
of  Cajftmir,    the  duke    of  Anjou,  and   the  Flemings,  were 
prevented  from  a<Slion,  by  difputes,  contentions,  and  rival- 
Prince        ^^'P*     Cajftmir  entered  the  provinces  with  7000  horfe  and 
CafEmir     ^^^^  foox,,  a  force  greatly  fuperior  to  what  had  been  ftipu- 
£ntersthe    I^^ed.   Sufpicion  feized  the  minds  of  the  zealous    catholics, 
Nether-     and  even  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  ftates  remonftrated 
lands.        againft  this  proceeding.      The  one  was  fenfible  it  would 
deftroy  the  neceffary  harmony,  and  the  others   thought  it 
indicated  ambition  and  defign.     Cajftmir  made  his  excufes, 
^    and  was  proceeding  to  Ghent,  the  burghers  of  which  had 
promifed  to  pay  his  army  if  he  would  aiuft  them  againft  the 
Walloans,  their  declared  enemies.     The  council  of  ftate  and 
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ftyiiam  of  Grange  had  already  denied  them  all  aid,  as  haviftg 
openly  violated  the  pacification  qi  Ghent ;  but  CaJJimir^  in 
great  want  of  money,  was  ballancing  whether  he  ihquld  not 
accept  the  propofal.  From  this  he  was  prevente71>y  the 
neceffity  of  going  to  the  trourt  of  London^  to  concert'matters 
with  Elizahiib.  In  his  abfence  all  was  mutiny  and  diforder 
In  his  army ;  they  df (banded  in  parties  round  the  country, 
the  cavalry  were  furrounded  by  the  duke  of  Parma^  and 
would  have  been  all  cut  in  pieces  or  made  prifoners,  had 
they  not  confented  to  return  home,  on  his  granting  palT- 
ports»  An}Qu\  army  was  much  in  the  fame  condition,  and- 
equally  ufelefs  to  tl;e  confederates.  Willidm  of  Orange  per- 
ceiving that  little  confidence  was  to  be  placed  in  mercenary 
alJies,  and  left  in  the  unanimity  of  provinces  rent  by 
faction,  different  in  religion,  and  divided  by  ambition^ 
political  maxims,  and  private  intereft,  formed  the  fchc^me  of  ' 

more  clofely  uniting  the  provinces  of  which  he  was  gover- 
nor, and  cementing  them  with  thofe  more  contiguous,  in 
which  the  proteftant  interefl  prevailed.  Such  an  alliance 
was  fubjc^  to  infinitely  fewer  difficulties  than  attended  the 
more  general  one  of  uniting  all  the  provinces ;  it  was  ia 
fad  the  only  meafure  that  could  be  propofed  with  fafety,  and 
it  was  profecuted  with  that  alacrity  and  addrefs  for  which 
William  was  defervedly  celebrated,* 

On  the  23d  of  January  deputies  from  the  provinces  of    A.  D. 
Hollandy  Zealand^  ^Utrechty  Frifeland^   Groningen^    Overyffil^     I579* 
znd  Guelder landy  met  at  Utrecht^  and  figned  the  alliance  ever 
fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  Union  of  Utrecht^    the  ^^^  «^^'^« 
bafis  of  that  commonwealth  fo  renowned  by  the  appella-  ^/^twcbt. 
tiott  of  the  United  Provinces.     This  treaty  of  sdliance  was 
founded   upon  the  infra£^ion  of  the  pacification  of  Ghenty 
folemnly   acceded  to  by  Philips  and  the  late  invafion  of 
certain  towns  in  Guelderland*     It  was  not  hereby  intended 
to  divide  the  feven  provinces  from  the  other  ten,  or  to  re- 
nounce the  pacification  of  Ghent ;  its  obje£l:  was  to  preferve 
the  liberty  ftipulated  in  that  pacification,  by  more  rigorous 
operations,  and  united  councils.  .  The  chief  articles  of  this 
\inion  are  the,  following.  • 

The  feven  provinces  fhall  unite  themfelves  in  intereft  as 
one  province,  never  to  be  feparated  or  divided  by  teilament^ 
donation,  exchange,  fale,  or  agreement ;  referving  to  each 
particular  province  and  city  all  its  privileges,  rights,  ctif- 
toms,and  ftatutes. .  In  all  difputes  arifing  between  either  of 

»  Ibid. 
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tht  provinces,  the  reft  ikall  imcq>ofe  only  as  medtaiten* 
They  (fatall  affiftetdi  other  with  life,  and  ibrtune  agaiaft 
<  etwry  foreign  attempt  upon  any  particular  pravioce,  whctlicr 
to  eAaUim  ibvereignty,  the  catholic  Kligion,  adbitKary 
meafures,  or  whatever  elfe  nay  appear  ioconfiHeiu  with 
tkc  liberties  of  the  provinoes,  and  the  intention  of  theaUr- 
ance.  All  ftoniier  towns  belonging  to  the  Unitid  Rmimt 
ffliall,  if  old,  be  fortified  at  the  expence  of  die  provinces^ 
if  new, '  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  union.  The  paUic 
smpofts  and  duties  fliall  be  fermed  for  three  mondis  ta 
'-  the  bfgheft  bidder,  and  employed  with  file  king's  taxes  ia 

the  public  fervicc.  No  province,  city,  or  member  of  tiK 
union  fliall  contra^  an  alliance  with  jmj  foreign  prince  or 
power,  without  the  concurrence  of  all  Me  other  memben. 
*  F<Mreign  powers  flull  be  admitted  into  the  alliance,  only  by 
eonfent  of  all  the  contrading  parties.  As  to  religioo,  the 
pronnces  of  Htllani  and  Zealand  fliall  z8t  in  that  particular 
'  as  they  think  adviieable;  the  reft  fliall  adhere  to  the  por* 
sort  of  the  edidpublifliedby  thea^chdukse  Matiias^  wbicil 
prefcribed  that  no  man  ihould  he  opprefied  on  the  accetint  ef 
confeience*  AU  theinhabkantv,  from  the  age  of.  eighteen 
to  fixty,  (hall  be  trained  and  difciplined  to  war.  Peace^  mi 
war  fliall  jbe  declared  ^  the  unanimous  voice  of  aH  the 
provinces  ;  other  matters  that  concern  the  internal  poliof 
mall  be  regulated  by  a  majority.  The  ftates  fliali  be  heM 
in  the  ufiial  conftitutional  manner,  and  coinage  fliall  hti^ 
ferred  to  future  determination.  Finally,  die  parties  aglee^ 
that  the  interpretation  of  thefe  articles  fliall  retnakiintM 
ftates  general  ^  but  in  cafe  of  their  failing  to  decide,  in  tM 
ftadtholder.** 

In  thia  grand  alliance,  Sketched  out  by  the  prince  of 
Orange^  may  eafily  be  difcerned  the  judicfou^  fteady  ha&d 
of  the  maftcr  and  true  patriot.  It  was  fa  univerfally  ap- 
proved, that  in  a  fliort  time  the  cities  of  Gi&ifxr/,  Nimegrnn^ 
Arnheim^  Leiwardtn^  Vinb^  TyfreSy  Antwirpy  Breda^  Bnt^ 
gesy  with  feveral  other  towns,  noblemen,  and  perfons  of 
diftin£lion,  embraced  and  figned  the  union.  Thus  the 
-foundation  of  a  commonwealth  was  laid,  but  in  a  fluAa^ 
ating  and  uncertain  ftate  of  aiFairs,  wh^n  men  were  aduated 
by  different  paffions,  views,  and  interefts  ;  intimidated  by 
tne  great  ftrength  of  the  Spanifif  monarchy,  and  fupported 
chiefly  by  a  sealous  adherence  to  liberty,  and  firm  refo- 
lution  ^o  perifli  in  defence  of  freedom.      The  firft  coin 

^  TxMP,  chap.i.  « MaTSEBK.  Hb.  x.  fol.  190. 

ftwck 


or  RipuiHc  of  Holland.  8j[ 

flnidc  after  thi^  alliance  i$  expreffive  of  the  fituatlon  o(  tbe 
infant  repubiic.(A) 

Ir  VKLs  cxpeded,  diat  the  important  obje£^  of  this  allisknce  The  Wal- 
would  have  attraded  the  attention  of  the  frallojms,  and  indeed  loons/orm 
of  aH  the  catholic  inhabitantt  of  the  Netlnrlands:  k  in  i2&  did  ^  treaty 
fo,  but  in  a  different  manner  from  what  was  irnagined.  The  *^''^  '^^ 
JhJimis  not  only  refufed  to  accede  to  the  snioh,  but  they  ^^'  ^f 
made  the  ftroi^eft  remonftrances  to  the  ftates  general  upon  the  ^^™** 
danger,  impropriety,  and  iliegality  of  fuch  a  confederacy..  It 
appears  from  Strada  and  Bentivoglioy  that  the  duke  of  Parnut 
was  at  the  bottom  of  their  intrigues.  He  ftimulated  and 
pnympted  their  meafures,  infpiring  them  with  ajealoufy  of 
the  proteftant  defigns  on  the  catholic  religion,  xn  the  end, 
he  cootraded  ao  atli^nce  with  them,  and  thereby  confirmed 
by,  his  owA  eicainple  the  legality  and  neceffity  of  the  union 
€i  Utrfikt,  Immediately  they  began  levying  an  army,  but 
ftill  kept  up  appearances  with  the  confederated  ProvinciSf 
thoi^h  it  was  obrious  that  hofiilities  muft  foon  commence. 
T^  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood;  the  emperor,  as  mediator, 
(st  ttk  foot  another  negotiation  ;  but  Philips  depending  on  his 
O^Q  firength,  would  allo^  no  reafonable  terms  of  accom- 
tes&izAon^  and  give  no  fecurity  for  liberty  and  religion.  In- 
ilead  <^  granting  equitable  conditions,  he  laboured  to  detach 
iSbi^i^mttoiOnmgB  from  the  unions  made  him  extraordijnary 
(SiFers,  offered  to  reftore  him  to  all  his'ieftates,  indemnify  his 
loflcs,  raife  him  to  the  height  of  power,  and  give  him  the  firft 
jdKe  in  his^  efteein  and  mour.  But  fftUiam  was  too  wife 
^rely  on  the  prorbifes  of  a  king^  who  bad  (hewn  himfelf 
perfidious ;  too  firm  to  be  moved  by  danger ;  and  too  public- 
fpirited  to  relinquifli  the  intcrefts  of  his  country  for.  his  own 
private^ emolument  *.  He  determined  to  iharc  the  fate  of  the 
Vnittd  Provinces,  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  the  hope 
conceived  of  his  condu6):. 

In  the  mean  time  great  diforders  arofe  in  Ghent,    The  in-  jyifl^f^ 
habitants,  finding  that  the  JValloom  refufed  all  propofals  of  lames  in^ 
agreement,  began  afVefii  their  violences  againft  the  catholics.  Ghent* 
Their  example  \^as  followed  at  Oudenarde  and  Dendermonde,  and  other 
and  to  fuch  excefs  did  they  puih  their  zeal,  that  the  prefence  /o'wJKr. 
of  the  prince  of  Orange  was  neceflary  td  reftore  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Ghent  in  particular.    On  the  prince's  arrival  he  found 

^  Li  Clerc,  p.  86. 

(A)  Here  was  reprefented  a  thb  motto^  Incertum  quo  fata  fjh- 
fcip  labouring  amidft  the  waves,  rant.  Vide  he  CJerf,  torn* ii.  Sir 
ttnaffifted  by  Ms.  or  oars,  with     William  tm^ltf  chap.  i«  p.  $4. 
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every  thing  in  confufion,  the  convents  and  churches -pillaged 
by  the  foldier s,  the  houfes  and  efFeifts  of  the  catholk  pcieib 
fold  a]t  public  markets  \  and  Imbife^vfho  arrogated  to  himfclf 
a  kind  of  defpotil'm,  laying  an  undue  reftraint  on  the  elec- 
tion of  mkgi  ft  rates,  imprifoning  all  thofe  who  oppofed  his 
ufu^pation.  The  prince  foon  put  a  flop  to  thofe  arbitrary 
and  iniquitous  proceedings  ;  Imbife  was  forced  to  abfirondy 
the  magiftrates  were  chofen  according  to  the  laws,  and  the 
catholics  reftored  to  the  full  poffefEon  of  their  eftates ;  an  in- 
ftance  of  juftice  which,  however,  could  not  procure  fFUSem 
the  confidence  of  the  catholic  faftion,  who  cflecrocd  the 
ipan,^ while  they  dctefted  the  heretic®.  An  attempt  was 
made  by  the  WalloQm  to  furprife  the  city  j  but  it  was  friiftrafied 
by  the  prinqe's  vigilance  and  prudence. 
Se'veral  While  the  prince  of  Or^/7^^  was  bulled  in  conciliating 

to'wns  factions,  forming  alliances,  and  ftrengthening  the  union,  the 
taken  by  d  uke  of  Parma  was  taking  meafures  to  difconcert  his  projcds, 
the  duki  of  ^x^^  reduce  the  provinces  to  the  king's  obedience.  He  dif- 
Farma.  patched  Gonzaga  and  Mondragon  with  eight  thouland  men,  to 
lay  fiege  to  Mar/ten.  The  town  was  taken  by  aflault,  the: 
governor  hanged,  and  forty-five  of  the  chief  inhabitants  tor- 
tured to  death,  for  having  valiantly  defended  themfelves,  and 
faithfully  difcharged  t|?eir  duty^.  It  is  faid  the  duke  of  Parma^ 
difavowed  this  bloody  proceeding,  fo  inconfiftent .  indeed, 
with  the  charader  of  a  hero.  After  feme  farther  inconfi- 
dcrable  advantages  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Run" 
mondey  the  king's  army  infulted  Antwerp^  where  the  archduke 
and  the  prince  of  Orange  then  refided.  The  ftates  infantry, 
was  intrenched  near  BorgerhonU  a  poft  attacked  without /uc-. 
cefs  by  the  duke  oi  Parma^  after  a  brifk  fkirmiihing  of  two 
hours  between  the  armies.  La  Noue^  however,  the  gener4 
of  the  ftates  army,  not  chufing  to  expofe  himfelf  to  coati*. 
hual  alarms  from  the  enemies  cavalry,  retired  under  the  cafl*^ 
non  of  Antwerp  ^ 

On  La  Noue's  retreat,  the  duke  of 'P^yr;^^  invefted  AffiS'^^ 
.  Jlrkht.  The  fiege  began  on  the  8th  of  Marcby  and  coatinu* 
ed,  withoutjemiffion,to  thezgthofyttw^.  This  defence  wis 
deemed  very  extraordinary,  as  the  fortifications  were  in  bad 
order,  the  garrifon  fiend er,  and  the  place  but  poorly  pro^t* 
ded  with  the  neceflTaries  of  4  fiege.  To  one  Sebajiiah  Tappi^  the 
whole  glory  was  due.  He  was  a  native  of  Lorraine  an  engineer 
by  profeffion,  a  proteftant,  a  brave  and  alert  foldier,  whofe  in- 
defatigable vigilance  raifed  continual  obftruftions  to  the 
duke's  approaches.    The  garrifon  had  fuftained  frequent  ai- 

«  Id.  ibid,  ^  Strada,  lib.  iii, 
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faultsi,  and  made  divers  bloody  faliieS)  by  which  they  were  fo 
much  weakened,  fatigued,  and  exhaufted,  that  during  a  par- 
ley/the town  was  furprifed,  and  a  great  many  foldiers  put  to 
the  fword;  but  Tappin  was  faved  by  favour  of  the  duke  of 
Parma^  wha  gave  Itrid:  orders  that  he  (bould  have  quarter. 
For  three  dap  MaeJhrUht  was  a  fcene  of  the  utmoft  defola- 
tion  and  horror,  the  Spanijh  foldiers  committing  every  excefs 
and  enormity,  in  defpite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  the  general 
to  reftrain  their  licentioufnefs,  and  maintain  difcipline ;  tired 
with  piUage  and  (laughter,  they  fat  down  loaded  with  booty, 
but  not  fatiated  with  blood.  "With  fuch  diligence  did  the 
duke  apply  himfelf  to  thisiiege,  that,  undble  to  fupport  the 
fatigue,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  M^ich  had  near  proved 
fataK  His  fituation  ihfpired  the  enemy  with  frefli  courage. 
They  ventured  to  appear  in  the  field  j  they  reduced  yf/j/?,  and 
foihe  other  places  of  little  confequence,  but  could  not  pre- 
vent the  lofsrof  Jl^/w'«,  taken  by  aflault^  though  it  was  foon 

•  after  retaken  by  the  prince  of  Orange.  In  Brabant  the  ftates 
likewife  dtstained  forae  advantages,  though  of  too  unimpor- 

•  tanc  a  nature  to  merit  attention.  The  truth  is,  all  the  United 
Frmncifi  vrite  in  a  deplorable  fituation, , and  their  trifling 
foccefles  were  owing  entirely  to  accident,  or  the  duke  of        * 
fwtetf's  iilnefs.     Several  provinces  contributed  nothing  to 
thcconinioncaufe;  others  furhiflied  but  afmall  proportion 

of  thb  tax^  agreed  upon  at  the  union.    The  army  had  large 
arrears  due^  and  lived*  at  difcretion,  in  a  manner  more  op*  Thefitua^ 
pneffive  to  the  people  than  taxes  to  the  amount  of  their  re-  tion  of 
gulkr  pay.   "The  people  clamoured  againft  the  ftateis,  thtj  Both  par* 
threw  the  blame  on  the  officers  for  relaxing  in  point  of  dif-  ties, 
cipline ;  and  the  officers  recriminated,  alledging,  that  the 
tialt  was  in  the  ftates,  who  failed  in  performing  their  en- 
gagements to  the  army.     All  was  in  confufion ;  but  as  no 
perfon  would  acknowledge  his  error,  there  appeared  little       ' 
hopes  of  amendment.     In  a  word,  nothing  befides  the  fame 
diftrefs  in  the  Spanijh  army  could  have  prevented  the  duke  of 
Parma  from  reducing  the  revolted  provinces  to  accept  any 
terms  be  ihould  think  fit  to  prefcribe.     He  was  equally  in 
wint  of  money,  and  his  late  treaty  with  the  Walloons  required 
that'he  fhould  difmifs  ail  his  foreign  troops  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  weeks  after  the  publication  of  the  treaty.     His  fituation 
indeed  was  io  deplorable,  that  he  jrequeftcd  leave  to  refign 
his  command,  and  retire  with  the  foreign  foldiers  to  Italy ; 
but  the  c6urt  of  Spain  had  too  much  Confidence  in  his  ability        '•■  ' 
to  entruft  fo  important  a  charge  to  another.     In  this  ftate  of ' 
affairs  the  animofity  of  the  parties  remained,  without  the 
power  of  fhcwing  their  refentraent;    Thfe  ftates  were  refo-  . 
,  G  3  lute. 
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)ul9r,  but  unable  to  defend  their  liberties.  Philip  was  dtttr^ 
mined,  but  too  weak*  to  be  defpotic/  They  mutYially  pob- 
lifhed  bitter  remonftrancesj  but  their  ftrength  would  feem  te 
liave  evaporated  in  revilings^. 

At  laft  the  prince  of  Orongt  renewed  the  treaty  wkh  tlie 
duke  oiAf^ou.    It  was  hoped  that  a  brother  of  the  king  of 
frame  would  introduce  an  alteration  i|i  their  circuaiftaneet, 
more  favourable  than  could  be  eitpeded  from  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  archduke,  unfupported  by  the  emperprandthf 
empire.     Th^  queen  of  M^gl^f^d  was  again  offered  the^ 
vereignty,  but  Ihe  declined  it  for  political  reaibns.    The 
iuke  of  JnJGU  was,  however*  oppofed  by  a  great  number  of 
the  reformed,  who  could  never  reconcile  themfdves  tothi 
fon  of  Catherine  4e  Medicis ;  an  ambitiotis,  intrigureg  weman, 
doomed  to  indehble  infamy,  by  the  fhare  ihe  bore  in  the  Iiof« 
rid  malTacre  of  the  proteftants  at  Paris.     All  Ar|ifaient8  to 
i:emove  their  prejudices  were  vain.     AnJ9U  was  a  Roman  ca- 
tholic,  and  that  alone  was  fufHctent  to  render  him  deteftable.' 
"The  prince  of  Orange  urged  the  neceifity  of  receiving  Ibc 
.  prince.     Theologians  and  civilians  allowed  that  it  was  law- 
ful to  have  recourfe  in  extremity  to  a  papift,  but  the  peepk 
continued  obftinate.     This  determined  the  prince  ef^  Qr^fi 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  ftates  general,  to  whom  he  f*nta  long 
jemonftrance,  pointing  out  the  caufes  why  the  coiifeder9cy  . 
did  not  produce  the  intended  effe^,  and  exhorting  theili  |o 
re-confider  the  affair  refpcfiing  the  duke  of  Jnjotu    He  hk 
before  them  a  fchcme  for  the  operations  of  the  future  cam- 
paign, the  forces  requifite  to  pu(h  their  projefis  with  fucseefii 
aild  the  means  of  fupporting  the  troops.    He  propofed  that 
the  oath  adminiftered  to  the  troops  fliould  be  changed^  si-' 
ledging,  as  the  caufe  of  their  licentioufnefs,   that  haviRg. 
only  fworn  fidelity  to  the  king,  they  thought  thenirfelves^^ 
liberty  to  opprefs  his  fubje£b  in  open  war  agatnft  PbiSf> 
In  confequence,   the  ftates  general  referred  the  priAee's  re- 
monftrances  to  the  provincial  ftates  and  cities  ;  and,  after 
long  deliberations,  and  warm  debates,  it  was  at  length  de*   | 
^    jj     ter mined  to  call  in  the  duke  of  Jnjau^  as  the  only  rcfouice  ia  j 
1580.     ^^  ^^^^^  *  calamity.    The  influence  of  the  prince  of  OfW^^   I 
tbeduki    ^^  confidence  the  people  repofed  in  his  ability  and  iirt«gri?>   ! 
Vaujou    ^"^  the  \iveight  of  his  arguments,  contributed  chiefly  t^<Ws    i 
tleaedfo-   Kfolution.     Accordingly  the   year  began  with  >  folcw*   1 
n>erngn  of  treaty,  whereby  the  Vmtei  Provinces  renounced  their  alk-    , 
ihe  l^e-      giaace  to  Philips  and  acknowledged  Pramis  Herades  de  V^^    \ 
Iherlands.  Hh  duke  oiJIenfon  and  Jnjou^  for  their  fovereigrt.    The 
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tfealf  coftfifled  of  twenty  feven  articles^  of  whu:]t  this  wt 
have  mentioned  was  the  cbkL  Deputies  were  fent  to  the 
duke  of  AfgQU^  to  explain  the  articles^  and  congratulate 
him  on  his  acceffion.  As  to  the  archduke  Mathtas^  finding 
himfelf  unfgpported  by  tbe  emperor,  the  empire,  and  the 
numerous  friends  whom  be  cxpeded  would  have  joined  him 
on  his  devation^  he  exprelTed  no  refenttnen.t  at  th<Q  conduft 
of  the  provincefiy  which  with  great  moderation  he  a^i'- 
buted  to  neceffity.  He  only  demanded  to  know  their  in«- 
tention  with  refpe£tto  his  own  perfon  i  and  the  ftates  made 
their  apoIogy>  by  reprefenting  the  iituation  of  their  affairs, 
aiTurtng  him  of  thetr  efteem,  permittthg  hioi  to  refide  in 
the  Niftk^nds  as  long  as  he  thought  convenient,  and  highly 
s^plaiuding  the  prudence  and  equity  of  his  condud  during 
)m  admifiififadon.  (A) 

Whea  th^  king  of  Spain  was  informed  of  this  open  de*  f^gp^i,^ 
le^k>n  of  the  provinces,  he  attributed  the  whole  to  the  ^Orantd 
l^f inoe  <rf  Orang$^  and  proceeded  diredly  to  profcribe  him  ;  frofcribti^ 
he  confiicated  bis  eftate,  opbrauied  him  with  ingratitude,  and 
Aaified  lus  charafler  witii  ignominy.    He  eveii  promifed 
a  reward  of  25,X)00  crowna  to  whoever  fhould  bring  hi m 
the  .prince  qf  Orwi^i  dead  or  alive,  the  fame  to  his  heirs  in 
^fe  ibe  attfSDpter  pof^Ebed  in  thei^nterj^riie ;  and  he  declared 
aU  thofe  profoibed,  their  eftales  confiicated,  their  .honours 
and  dtgaitiea  abolifte4,  mfiio  adhered  to  William  a  month 
tfter  the  publication  of  this  edid  *• 
^  Tke<  prince  of  Orange  did  not  filently  pa(s  over  this  pro-    ^   jy^ 
feript^on  ;  he  employed  one  FilUifff  a  Funcbmany  to  refute     |rg|/ 
ibe  edi^  :.  his  anfwer  was  well  receivied,  and  is  recorded  by       ^ 
biftarians  as  a  pijoof  of  the  fpirit,  the  equity,  the  prudence,  Defigns  tf 
-WH  t^  moderation  of  the  prince.    However,  when  it  was  the  duke  of 
propoted  to  the  ftatea  for  their  opinion,  with  a  requeft  they  Parma  de» 
.Would  publifli  it  in  their  own  name^  they  declined  it,  z&gn^feated. 
lag  foe  a  seafon,  tliat  it  contained  fome  fads  too  little 

*  MtTxaiM,  lib.  n» 

(A)  As  to  tl^e  protdn^ces  of  Orange,  wliofi  napie^  howevef, 

iSlbAtir/and  Ziedand^  they  were  was  ufed  in  ail  public  adis  ooiy 

-left  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  k  a  fuMtem  capacity.    It  was 

pi-iaee  of  Oi».d»|^#»  whofe  power  apparent  iadetfd  to  ^%Fre7uh^ 

^  ftadtholdar  was  in  aorefped  that  William  concealed  ambiti* 

liaiitedbydiedak^'srovereigtt*  ods  views  under  the  cloak  of 

ty.    After  all,  GrutiHi.  affirms,  patriotifin,  bat  it  was  not  coa- 

tbat  th^  duke's  authority  was  venient  to  difcover  their  fentil 

merely  nbminal,  that  the  real  meats.     Grotius  Annal  lib.  iv. 

power  devolved  on  the^tince  of  ^  p.  j^. 
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known  to  be  oredited)  and  perhaps  too  muth  acrimonjr&nd 
refentment  agaiaft  a  prince  whole  power  tHey  ftfU  dreaded. 
With  thele  recrioainatioAs  ended  thor  tranfadioiis 'of  the 
year.  ,        .- 

j^       .  The  following  year  was  ulhered  in  with  great  commo* 
P'    tions  at  Brujjthy  excited  by  one  RuyfiiiWih.d.  jnonk^  who 
*5  was  ftrongly  attached  to  king  Philip.    This  man  by  preach- 

ing, declaiming,  and  haranguiiig,  endeavoured  to  enflame 
^    the  minds ^pf  the  people  againft  the  late  meafures,  and  to 
,  ftft'  then^  up  to  revolt  againft  the  new  adminiftrataon*  Mobs 
aiTembled  in  the  ftreets  with  a  view  of  admittiiig  the  Spa-^ 
nijh  troops,  hut  they .  were  difperfed  by  the  governor  and 
garrifon.    Finding  that  the  monks  in^  general  were  con- 
cerned in  a  confpiracy  againft  the   magiftrates,  the  goveiv 
nor  ordered  their  churches,  to  be  (hut  up,  their  jntA  valuf 
able  images  and  religious  oroftmehta  to  be  fold,  and  thetn- 
'pejtgns  of  felves  baniflied  the  city.     Soon  after  thefc  commotions  were 
the  duke  of  {^^^^^  the  du^e  of  P^OT^  projeiaed  an  eaterprize  again* 
Parma  de"  pif^fying^     Certain  Zeaknders  were  corrupted  to  betray  their 
jeatea*       country ;  but  they  took  the  duke's  money^  and.  apprized 
the  prince  of  Orange  of  the  defign,  by  whkh  means,  it  was 
defeated.    In  Brabant  the  ftates  contented  thcmfelves  with 
maintaining  their  ground,  without  afpiring.at  .new  acquift* 
tions.  The  garrifon  of Bergen'Op-Zcom^Ftliavsriky  'zndJl^^ 
krockiy  mutinied  for  their  arrears,  but  they  were  -  appeafed 
'  •      by  the.  payment  of  a  part  of  their  dcmand«.  .  As.,  to  the 
duke  of  Parmay  though  he  was  in  great  want  of  money)  and 
therefore  unable  to  ^undertake  any  confideraUe  enterprizi^ 
yet  he  had  this  advantage  over  the, ftates,  thai  he  could  fuf* 
fer  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  to  live  at  free  quarters  «p^ 
the  burghers  j  a  liberty  on  which  the  others  did  not  pre* 
fume,  from  an  appreheniion  of  irritating  thofe  fpirits  lo  be 
gained  only  by  foothing^  cajoling  and  moderation..    Count 
Manfvelt  was  detached  by  the  4uke  with  a  body  offerees  to 
attack  Nivelle^  an  enterprize  in  which  he  fucceeded  with 
little  diiEculty  ;  while  Conde  was  reeovetcd  with  equal  fe* 
cility  by  the  duke  pf  Parma  in  perfon.     C5n  the  otho*  hand, 
Harfpenne  furprjzed  the  citadel  of  Breda^    defended  only 
by  a  very  flepder  garrifon,  and  foon  reduced  the  city.'  Thi? 
officer's  next  attempt  was  on  Gertru^denberg^  but  it  fatbMl''; 
The  States       D^^^NG  thefe  petty  hoftili tics,  the  ftates,  after  long  deli* 
renounce     derations  at  the  Haguey  publiftied  an  edid:,  exclutling  king 
the  allegi-  Philip  from  any  fovcreignty,  right,    or  authority  over  the 
mce  /(^       Netherlands,     This  writing  appeared  on  the  2^h  of  J^h^ 
Philip, 

^  his.  CtERc.  3.  Grot.  lib.  4, 
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under  the  tide  of"  The  abdication  of  Philip  fci/ig  of  Spain.** 
It  was  extremely  well  drawn  up,  ftated  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  the  mutual  privileges  of  the  king  and  people,  pro- 
red  that  the  allegiance  of  the  latter  was  void  by  the  breach 
iicontxTiSt  on  the  fidie  of  the  formfer,  enumerated  the  oppref* 
£ve  and  tyrannical  a6ls  of  his  government,  fet  alide  his  au- 
thority for  the  moft  cogent  reafons,  forbid  money  to  be 
coined  in  his  name,  and  took  every  other  ftep  towards  in* 
dependency.  It  was  in  vain-  for  Philip  to  remonftrate,  h^e 
knew  the  ftates  were  .to  be  convinced  only  by  the  fword ;  to 
this  therefore  he  appealed.  The  duke  of  Parma  blocked 
up  Cambrof  fo  cloitly,  that  the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  the 
extremity  of  living  upon  horfes,  •  dogs,  and  cats,  though 
theyib'll  refufed  to  capitulate,  in  hopes  of  being  fuccoured. 
At  length  the  duke  of  Anjon  afiembled  a  body  of  10,000 
foot,  and  4000  horfe,  and  approached  Cambray.  The  vif-  The  duke 
count  i^  Turenne  and  count  Vmlandois  undertook  to  force  of  Anjoa 
th&ifelves,  with  a  body  of  men,  but  they  were  furrounded  relieves 
and  taken  prifoners  by  the  Spaniards.  This  difappointment  Cambray^ 
did. not  difcourage  the  duke  of  Jnjou :  he  ftill  prefled  for- 
ward with  intention  to  attack  the  Spanijh  lines ;  but  the 
duke  of  Parma^  not  caring  to  hazard  a  battle,  deferred  his 
works,  and  retired  to  Bouchain.  As  foon  as  the  duke  of 
Anjou  entered  the  city,  he  took  an  oath  to  govern  it  agree- 
able to  its  ancient  laws,  and  to  preferve  the  citizens  in  the 
full  pofleffion  of  all  their  liberties.  He  was  now  pre/Ted  by 
the  ftatcs  and  the  prince  of  Orange  to  march  direftly  into 
planderj'yhc  endeavoured  to  comply,  but  his  army  compofed 
chiefly  of  volunteers,  was  fo  weakened  by  defertion,  that 
the  defign  was  laid  afide  ^ 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  duke  of  Jnjou  refumed  the  Hejett 
notion  of  addref&ng  Elizabeth  queen  of  England^  and  pro- fail  for 
pofing  marriage  to  a  princefs  too  fond  of  independency  to  England* 
be  fhacfcled  with  the  authority  of  a  hufband.     The  prince 
not  deterred  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  former  negotiation,  de- 
termined upon  a  voyage  to  England ;  an  excurfion  which 
proved  equally  unfuccefsful  t6  himfelf  and  unfortunate  to  the 
United  Provinces,  He  was  magnificently  entertained,  led  into 
aperfuafion  that  all  would  fucceed  according  to  his  wi(h, 
and  at  length  tired  out  with  tedious  expe<Sation.     In  his 
abfencc,  St.  Guilan  was  reduced  by  the  prince  of  Efpinoi. 
This  general  direfled  his  march  towards  Dunkirk^  with  in- 
tention to  join  :thc  French  forces.     The  duke  of  Parma^  who 
}^ad  notice  of  bis  motion,  repaired  to  feize  the  opportunity 
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of  imt^lngTournay.    He  begun  bi$  appniaciies»  aodvai 

vigoroufly  feceived  by  tbat  garrifon,  inipirited  by  the  coup 

rage   of    tlio  pfincefs    Muria    £Ejpinoi^  niece  of  coiuC 

Harhy  fo  cruelly  beheaded  by  tl|e  duke  .i*Ah)€u    The  towi 

was  fiormed  in  breach  by  the  duke  of  'ParmOy  who  Aip* 

Totmay  ported  the  aflailants  in  perfon,  received  a  wouod^  and  bad 

tttktn*       the  mortification  to  fee  his  &famarii  thrown  headlpng  from 

the  walls.     The  duke  of  Anjou  repeatedly  promifed  fuc- 

cours,  but  either  forgot  or  couid  not  perform. his  engage 

ments  ;  the  latter  inoeed  is  the  moft  probable^  as.hc  wai 

certsuniy  a^dupe  to  the  fuperior  policy  of  Elizabeih^  who  hi 

not  yet  declared  openly  in  favour  of  the  .flatts;    In  the 

end,  defpairing  of  relief,  barrafled  with  perpetual  watcbmS) 

and  weakened  by  loflTes,   the  garrifba  capitulated  on  ^ 

29th  of  November,     The  conditions  were  honourable,  awl 

the  princefs  d^Bfpinoi  in  particular  was  received    wttbpV' 

ticular  marks  oif  diftin<Slion  by  the  duke  of  B/arnay  w^ 

highly  efteemed  the  heroic  qualities  of  this  amaxofi.    Tbu 

advantage  was  fucceeded  by  another  abtitined  by  the  SfaM^ 

general  Verdugo^  over  the  confederate  army  in.  Friidadi 

commanded  by  general  Norris^  and  WiBmn  Lewis  cSN(^fn^ 

a  young  prince  of  great  expe£lattofi.    .It  appears  hoxxi  dK 

Spamjb  account,  that  Kerris  was  attacked  in  a  defile,  whetf 

be  could  not  draw  out  his  troops  in.  battalia,  that,  he  vfu 

put  in  confufion,  and  defeated  with  great  io6.    On  the 

other  hand,  the  Dutch  writers  alledge,  that  he   attacked 

the  enemy,  but  being  inferior  in  cavalry,  retreated  in  ffoi 

order,  with  fcarce  any  lofs"* 

A.  D*       The  next  year  began  with  a  fpedacle  very  unufual  is 

1582.     the  Netherlands^   the    public  entry  of   a  fovereign  ck&d 

Thi  duke   by  the  people.     The  duke  of  Jnjou  fetting  .fiul  from  &|' 

pfAxijoxs   land  on  the  8th  day  of  February^  arrived  on  the  loth  Sitflt^ 

is  invefied  ingy  where  he  was  received  by  the  princes  of  Onmfi  ^ 

in  the  go-  J^MfpinoL     Next  day  they  fet  out  for  Jniwerp  With  a  wag- 

'uernment   nificent  retinue,  and  went  up  the  ScheU  attended,  by  fiftf 

tf^/ireFr^- barges.     His  reception  zt  Antwerp  was   fplcndid,  Veyo^ 

nfinces*      g^y  thing  ever  feen  in  the  provinces  ;  they  even  exceeded  tfe 

preparations  made  for  PbHip  bimfelf  on  his  being  appointed 

to  the  government  in  the  Netherlands  by  Charles  V.  his  ft- 

then     A  theatre  was  ereficd  before  the  walls  of  the  c^^ 

in  which  was  placed  a  chair  of  ftate,  covered  with  aotb  <» 

gold. '  There  the  duke  was  feated,  and  the  conditions  read 

to  him,  upon  which  he  was.  received  a^  duke  of  Brab^» 

">  Caud£n  in  hoc  An.    Lb  Clekc,  ibid. 
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When  he  had  (Wom  to  obrerve  the  articletj  he  vts  dbath- 
td  with  the  ducal  robe,  and  bis  head  adorned  v^ith  the  du<* 
eal  coronet  Tjy  the  prince  dif  Orapgi^  who  fatd,  <«  I  will 
pin  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  will  not  he  eaiify  ihaken  ;** 
an  ezpreffion  which  at  that  time  was  taken  for  a  happy 
Oihen,  ^though  it  foon  proved  fallacious  '^» 

Wmts  Bie  ftates  of  Brabant  were  enjoyed  in  feftivity 
Imd  mirth,  an  a(%oa  that  would  have  proved  fetal  to  the 
provinces  was  on  the  point  of  execution  at  Jtnwerj^    A 
B^ayan  merchant  named  Gafpir  Anoftra  had  contrived  a 
projed  to  redeem  his  ftiattered  fortune  by  the  dttth  of  the  Anattempt 
prince  of  Oranp.    He  corrupted  one  of  his  domeftics  by  ^^^  ^^ 
'(he  promife  of  half  the  reward,  to  ftriko  the  blow.    The  ^^'  ^^fi,  ^f 
aflaffin  entered  the  ckadel,  and  as  the  prince  vn%  paffing  af-  '^/'"'^^^ 
ter  dinner  into  another  room,  difcharged  a  piftol,  and  dan*  v^^^^V* 
gerouffy  wofunded   him  behind  the  ear.     The  prince  was 
Punned  with  the  force  of  the  ball,  and  before  he  recovered 
the  aflaffin  was  killed  by  his  attendants,  which  prevented 
for  a:time  the  abfolutc  difcovery  of  the  plot,  though  it  af- 
terwards appeared  from  circummnces.     It  was  traced  that 
he  had  tonfefled  the  fecret  to  a  t>omnk(m  named  AnioniQ 
Tufwurmon^  receiving  from   the  wicked  prieft  abfolution, 
and  a  promife  of  eternal  reward.    Tunmermm    was  hang* 
ed,  drawd>  and  quartered,  his  limbs' being  fixed  up  on 
the  walls    of  the    citadel   at  Antwerp*      Nothing  could 
Bibre  fully  4>rove  the  importance  of  fVilliam^n  life,  than  the 
rejoicings    of   the    Spanidrds^   in   a    falfc  report   of    his 
death,  and   of  the   confederates   as  foon  as  it  was  fully 
Confirmed  that  his  life  was  in  no  danger.     It  was,  perhaps^ 
not  Vttf  prudent  in  the  prince  of  Parma  to  write  circula* 
tory  letters  to  the  cities  oji  the  prefumption  that  the  prince 
of  Ofange  wai  no  more  ;  fince  }t  afforded  fufpicion  that  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  oonfpiracy.     Finding  the  report 
gr<^undjefs  of  the  princfe's  death,  Parma  determined  to  be- 
gin hoftilities.     Oudenarde  was  inverted  and  clofely  bcfieged  Oudc- 
fr'oai  the  8th  of  April  to  the  23d  of  Jufy.     The  brave  de-  narde  h 
fente  made  by  the  garrifon,  gave  the  duke  of  Anjou  fuffi*  taken  by 
tieht  titifie  to  come  to  the  relief  of  the  town,  bad  his  zx^tbe  duke 
»iy   been  tufficiently  ftrong   for  the  enterprizc  ;   but  he  ^Parmt, 
had  not  yet  received  the  expeded  reinforcement  from  Franct^ 
and  Was  under  the  necefRty  of  contenting  himfelf  with 
the  furprifal  of  Ahfi^  bv  way  of  retaliation  •.    His  infantry 
was  encamped,  and  unoer  the  command  of  count  dt  Roche^ 
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fQf,U  before  the  walls  of  Gbera*  Here  the  count  was  aN 
tacked  by.  the  duke  of  Parma^  who  aft^r  an  obftinate  cob* 
fli&  was  foFceci  to  i:etire>  wkhout  being  able  to  bring  on  a 
genera]  engagement, 

^  On  the  firft  of  July  a  confpiracy  againft  the  duke  of  An^ 
M  conjpi'  j^^^  ^^  prince  of  Orange^  and  ^Efpimi^  was  happi}y  dif- 
^"^  a'  1    covered  at  Bruges,    Th»  JiccOmplicea  of  the  plot  were  feiased 
^ukfof  ^  ^^^  tortured,  upon  which  they  declared  that  they  were  cx^ 
-Anjou        prefly  employed   by  the  duke  oi  Parma.    It    is  probable 
l^c^    *       that  the  duke  muft  have  reqeived  poficiv©  orders  to  this  ef- 
feS  from  the  court  of  Spain ;  for  fo  bafe  and  little  a  revenge 
was.totally  inConfiftent  with  the  generous  apd  heroic  qua- 
lities of  that  warrior.     For  the  remainder  of  the  campaigflf 
the  chief  operations  confifted  in  the  furprifiAg  of  inconfi^ 
derable  places :  both  fides  were  unable  to  take  the  &t\d  wirii 
dignity  or  advantage  for  want  of  troops  and  money.     Tb^ 
duke  of  Parma  had  a  great  number  of  forces  in  the  vASr^^r- 
ktnds  'y  but  they  were  necefiarily  employed  .  in  garrifooiflg 
thofe  towns  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  fufpe^e^  i  anJ 
the  flates   were  prevented  from  augmenting  their  ar^myt 
becaufe'  no  fettled  proviiion  w^    made    for    their  mam- 
tenance*     The  king's  chief  army  in  the  field  did  not  exceed 
4000  men,  and  yet  it  was  fuperior  tfi  the  confederate  force?* 
It  was  now  the  great  aiiii  of  the  duke^of  ParmiiA^ohim 
the  confentof  the  JValloons^  that  the  5/><wftf>^  fpri-ess  i«»#^ 
return  into  the  Netherlands  \  he  gained  fo  much  upon  t^ 
aiFcdlions  of  the  people  that  they  readily  came  into  bis  feiit 
timents ;  but  the  nobility  fiill  oppofed  him,  from  the  ap* 
prehenfion  that  their  own  fervices  would  th^n  b«j  pf  l&fscon^! 
SpaniOi     fequence.     The  nobility,  hovwver,  were    forced  tp  'y'i^^ 
troops  a-    to  the   clamours  of  the  people  and  the  king's  cpmnnaft^ 
gain  ad'     who    gave    orders    that  5000   Spaniards   and  .40QO  1^^  ^ 
mittedinfo  Hans  fibould  immediately    begin   thfir  march  fojr  Flandfff* 
the  N^      Such  an  acecflion  to  the  enemies  ftrength  required  the  v^-^ 
therlands.  moft  vigilance  and  activity  on  the  fide  of  the  jeopM^^natpst 
who  immediately  engaged   in  their  fervice  4^ooo:,Smfi  ^^ 
fantry,  and  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  under  tjje  cqfld**54>r 
prince  Davftny  and  Armaud  de  Bit  an.     Bat  as,  the  au^iliarief 
of  neither  party  arrived  before  it  was  late  in  the  fearon>tb«y« 
were  put  into  winter-quarters,  in  order  to  coomience  ^^* 
A.  D«    rations  with  vigour  in  the  fpring.P  .... 

1 5^3*  The  taking  of  Endove  hy  furprife,  and  fome  other  fpi- 
Bituettkn  yj^g^j  actions,  prepoffeffed  the  people  ftrpngly  in  favour  of  the 
and  dejign  ^^^^  ^^  Jnjou^  and  infpircd  them  with  hopes',  that,  with  his 
^tnou    brolher^s  afliftance,  he  would  fpon  oblige  the  Spamards  to 
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evacuate  the  Netherlands.  But  thefe  expeftations  were  fru* 
ftrated  by  the  apparent  coldnefs  with  which  Henry  III.  pro-  * 
mot^d  the  duke's  intereft.  Both  princes  were;  indeed  of  two 
indolent  and  eafy  a  difpofition  to  employ  much  attention  on , 
public  affairs,  which  they  left  entirely  to  the  management 
of  their  favourites  and  minfons.  It  w^s  owing  equally  to 
jealoufy  and  inaftivity,  that  Henry,  feebly  aflifted  his  bro- 
ther; if  the  duke  fucceeded  in,  his  enterprize,  the  king 
forefaw  he  would  become  independent ;  if  he  failed,  he  mull:  * . 

fail  back  an  incumbrance  on  the  crpwn.  This  determined 
Henry  to  fteer  a  middle  couffe,  to  feed  him  with  hopes,  and 
fupply  him  with  fuccours,  juft  fuificient  to  prevent  his  fink- 
ing, but  very  inadequate  to  what  was  neceffary  to  infure 
fuccefs.  It  Would  indeed  be  an  unpopular  meafure  entirely 
to  abandon  the  duke  of' JnjoUj  who  would  probably  gain 
a  ftrong  party  in  the  kingdom  from  the  cruelty  of  the  ufage^ 
and  the  pufillanimity  of  Henry.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
duke,  who  had  figured  to  hTkpfelf  on  his  arrival  in  the  iV>-' 
therkndsy  aU  the  power  and  pomp  of  defpotifm,  finding  that 
he  was  now  4eftitute  of  money,  forces  and  councils,  aban- 
doned himtelf  to  the  diredion  and  admonitions  of  the 
young  people  about  him,  whofe  views  in  coming  to  Flan- 
dir$  was  'to  enridi  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  the  Flemings.' 
.They  were  perpetually  throwing  out  complaints  of  the  in- 
gratitude of  the  ftates,  which  ferved  only  to  irritate  the 
people  and  alienate  their  aiFe£lions  from  the  new  govern- 
ownt.  In  a  Ihort  time,  he  entirely  loft  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  by  means  of  his  pernicious  counfellors,  who 
advlfed  him  to  feize  with  the  French  forces  on  Newport ^ 
Dixmuyde^  OJlend^  Bruges,  Dendermond,  Aloft ^  Vilvorde^ 
Antwerp,  and  the  feveral  towns  and  cities  round  which  the 
French  and  Flemtfl)  troops  were  quartered.  By  gaining  the 
entire  poficfiion  of  thefe  places,  it  was  weakly  imagined,  he 
might  render  himfelf  arbitrary,  and  fix  the  ftates  in  depend- 
ence upon  the  French  intereft.  The  projeft  was  executed 
with  fuccefs  at  Dunkirk,  St,  Ftnox,  Dixmuyde,  and  Vilvorde, 
but  it  failed  at  Antwerp,  and  other  places.  The  duke  took 
it  upon  hidifelf  to  gain  pofieffion  of  Antwerp ;  but  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  courage  of  the 
burghers',  defeated  the  attempt,  and  obliged  tTie  French  to 
retire,  with  the  lofs  of  1500  men  killed  and  taken  prifoners  *i. 
He  afterwards  endeavoured  to  apologize  for  his  conduft, 
which  he  attributed  to  accident ;.  and  the  ftates,  not  daring 
to  exafperate  a  prince  in  poflTeffion  of  fo  many  of  their  towns, 
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(eemed  to  give  credit  td  his  vxcttfes^  whik  they  dcteminel 
narrowly  ta  watch  his  condud. 

As  foot!  ai  thefe  tranfafHons  were  known  in  Ihmf  airf 
JSnglandj  Henry  and  EUzabetk  ofiered  their  oiediation  ta  ap 
peafe  the  difFerence,  and  reconcile  the  duke  to  the  dates. 
ERxabith  advifed  him  to  difmifs  the  councilors  of  tfait 
iheafure,  as  weU  as  the  oftcers  employed  in  the  execution^ 
at  the  only  ftep  that  could  poffibly  regain  the  affeftionsand 
confidence  of  the  people.  The  ftares  woikld  da  nothing 
without  confulting  their  great  leader  the  prince  of  Ormp^ 
Prince  tf  whofe  fentiments  upon  this  fubjeft  they  demanded.  WiU 
Oraoge'i  Bam*s  anfwer  was  fuch  as  might  iiicreafe  the  high  opti^ioti  of 
remn-  his  forefight,  pradence,  and  penetration,  thoit^h  fome  Inve 
ftra9K$  f9  fuppofed  that  it  was  di£bited  by  ambitron.  In  the  prefcia 
thi  Siaffu  circamftances  of  afTairs,  only  one  of  thefe  methods  cante 
chofen  ;  either  to  make  peace  with  the  kiog  of  Spaitt^  W 
reconcile  themfelves  with  the  duke  of  Jnjouj  6r  to  defend 
their  liberties  with  the  native  forces,  without  hairing  reocmrfe 
to  foreign  powers.  As  to  the  firilr  it  was  impradicable  -^Mt* 
out  renouncing  all  the  advanuges  propofed  by  the  war,  and 
receiving  worfe  conditions  than  had  been  pmpofed  b^  the 
dukt^Alva.  It  was,  he  faid,  no  difficult  matter  t»lieat 
the  breach  between  the  flates  and  the  duke  of  Jnj(m  i  but 
in  doing  this;  thev  were  a^ain  expoTed  to  the  iame  dang^ 
from  which  they  lately  had  been  fo  providentially  dcHwed. 
With  refped  to  the  remaining  alternative,  that  of  litf^oS- 
ing  their  liberties  by  national  troops,  it  would,^  be  faid,  be 
much  the  moft  defirable,  were  it  poffible ;  but  he  fearedj 
that  neither  the  chiefs  were  unanimous,  the  provinces  rid!> 
and  the  people  numerous  enough  to  rely  upon  their  endea- 
vours. Upon  the  whole,  however,  he  recommended  dA 
laft  courfe,  provided  any  degree  of  harmony  of  codnfek 
could  be  eftablifhcd,  and  that  all  the  provinces  would  r^ 
folve  to  2L&.  up  to  their  engagements.  But  he  fubmitted  kb 
fentiments  to  the  judgment  of  the  ftates,  declaring,  that  be 
would  be  wholly  governed  by  their  opinion.  Many  pcrfofis 
imagined  that  he  fought  to  increafe  the  public  difhafiioft 
In  the  ftrong  manner  in  which  he  fbted  the  difficulties  con- 
fequent  on  every  poffible  mteafure.  It  is  not  improbable,  dtat 
the  ftates  were  likewife  of  diis  opinion,  from  the  reiblutioQ 
they  formed  of  being  reconciled  to  the  duke  of  ArgoM^* 
After  the  prince's  anfwer  was  fully  estamined,  and  thr 
The  States  remonftrances  of  Beltieore^Az  French  ambaffador,  infavoiif 
are  recon-^  o(  the  duke  of  An^au^  heard,  the  ftates  nominated  deputies 
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la  confer  with  tiie  duke*    Tbey  had  nd  expefiation  of  ^f^  died  to  thf 
fiftance  from  Germany^  the  queea  of  England  was  fparing  of  duke  of 
Jier  {wooiifiss,  inoney>^aA4  forces }  but  Hmry  IIL  not  orAy  Anjotu 
engaged  toaffift  them  liberally  if  they  would  accommodate 
matters  with  hi«  brother,  but  threatened  in  cafe  of  refufal 
to  throw  himfelf  in  the  oppofite  icale.     Theft  ntenaces, 
aad  tbe  defire  that  the  duke  would  attempt  the  relief  of 
Endove^  now  befteged-near  three  mootha,  haftened  the  ne* 
goeiatton*    It  was  agreed  that  the  Frtiuh  prifoners  at  AnU 
waf  (houM  be  rekafed,  that  the  efFe^  of  the  Fkmjh  mer*- 
ciiatits  ietaed  in  FranUy  and  dM  towns  of  Fitwrde,  Dmder^ 
mmdi  and  Finfix  fhoM  be  reftored  ;  that  the  duke's  army 
fhould  take  1^  field,  and  every  thing  be  placed  on  the  fame 
footing  as  b^re  tbe  altempt  on  the  liberty  of  the  provinces; 
Mndo^  in  the  meaA  time  furrendered  for  want  of  provifions, 
and  the  marefchal  Birm^  at  the  head  of  the  Frend)  army,  re- 
taliated upon  the  Spaniards*,  by  furpriiif^  the  caftks  of  Vierfd 
and  JVmd^  the  lattejr  of  which  was  defended  by  a  ftrong 
garrifoo.    Vurfel  however  was  ibon  after  retaken  by  the  ??'   , 
count  Mm^lit.    To  ftop  the  progrefs  of  Biron^  the  duke    ""*^^ 
of  Parma  msLtchti  againft  him  with  all  his  forces,  attacked  f^j 
him  M9X  S^rgen-op^'XMmy  and  defeated  him,  with  the  lofs  of^    ^  ' 
jpo  mcfl.^    Iatbi4  a&k>n  Biron  was  wounded;  but  hiftori- 
ans  A^cs  widely  in  partiettlai's.     After  this  advantage  the 
^ojofii  general  laid  hege  to  Hinntahy  but  relinquiib^  it  on 
advice  that  ^  duke  of  jtnjpuj  difgufted  at  the  late  defeat^ 
and  the  tecMous  deliberatioRS  of  the  ftates,  had  retired  into 
Fr0iei^  leaving  the  fieur  de  Cbam$is  with  a  flender  garrifon 
i|i  Ikmtirlu  As  this  town  was  an  ot^ed  of  more  importance 
than '  Mifwiaohi^  refolved  to  inveft  it  with  all  his  forces :  Dunkirk 
hiS'Oper»ti«MS  were  ^  v^orcmfly  puihed,  <that  Chamois^  after  taken. 
iiev^  briflc  £i(Uie6,  Was  obliged  to  funender.    He  was  no 
iboner  iA  the  poftiEon  of  this  port,  than  he  equipped  a  great 
aumfaer.  of  armed  vefiels  so  cruise  upon  the  Zealanders,  ref- 
train^  their  enormities,  and  make  reprifals.    To  the  reduc* 
tbn  of  DunHrJk  fucceeded  the  fubmii&on  of  Furnes  and 
Nm^rt  ;  then  of  St^  Fimx^  DixmUydi^  and  Mmin.* 

Ths  uptdity  of  the  prince  of  Parnm^s  conquefts  rendered 
more  appar^ie  tfa^?  effeAs  of  the  dtfienfions  in  the  flares,  the  TJ^e  duke 
'^mm.  of  unafiiniit|/,  and  of  a  bead  to  dire£l  their  councils.  ^Anjoa 
Of  all  men  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  was  perfedUy  acquain-  returns  ts 
ted  with  the  humour  of  the  people,  and  the  ftate  of  afeirs,was  ^«Bce» 
the£ueft  to  prefide,  but  jealoufy  obftru^ed  his  promotion. 
That  {N:ince  had  no  w  by  a  fourth  marriage  formed  a  ftrong 
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intereft  with  the  proteftants  of  France^  having  eipoufed  Lmfk 
de  Coligni'^  daughter  to  the  famous  admiral  ColignL  His  lili 
was  every  day  in  danger,  upon  account  of  the  fervices  he  ha< 
<lone  the  provinces  2  he  Jivas  firmly  attached  to  liberty ;  buf 
his  ambition,  which  however  he  reftrained,  and  artfully  con4 
cealed,  was  dreaded  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  though  all  acknowi 
ledged  his  fuperior  capacity,  few;  ever  thought  of  raifing  hia| 
to  the  fupreme  government.' 

The  duke  of  jfajou*s  retreat  was  of  the  utmoft  ferviceto 
the  duke  of  Parma^  who  artfully  fomented  the  divifion  in  the 
provinces,  and  every  day  Arengthened  his  army  by  deferdons 
from  the  enemy,  not  of  individuals  but  of  whole  cities  and 
garrifons.  On  the  5th  of  March  he  received  deputies  from 
Ghent,  The  feditious  and  tumultuous  fpirit  of  the  inhabi*  1 
tants  had  forced  the  prince  of  Orange  to  quit  the  city,  and  | 
abandon  that  rebellious  people  to  their  fate ;  upon  which! 
they  defired  to  be  reftored  to  the  favour  of  king  Philip,  pith 
mifing  him  the  utmoft  loyalty  and  fidelity,  provided  their 
privileges  were  fecured,  Thefe  however  were  only  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  party:  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  remain- 
ed attached  to  the  ftates,  an ^  being  feafonably  fupported  by 
a  body  of  troops  from  Brujfels  and  Jntwerp^  fupprefled  tbe 
Spanijh  faction,  juft  aa  it  was  upon  the  point  of  dehvering 
up  the  city  to  the  duke  of  Parma. 

Amidst  thefe  confufions  the  duke  iTAnjou  died  in 
France^  and  foon  after  the  prince  of  Orange  was  ailaffinated 
at  Delphi  by  one  Balthazar  Gerrard  or  Guionj^  "a  perfon  wba 
had  before  ferved  his  highnefs  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  He 
was  at  that  very  time  employed  by  the  prince  to  carry 
letters  into  France^  and  had  received  money  to  bear  his  ex^ 
pences,  with  which  he  purchafed  piftols  to  murder  his  bene- 
fabler.  At  the  criminal's  examination,  it  appeared  that  he 
had  long  meditated  this  bloody  adion,  and  was  confirmed 
in  his  refolution  by  the  jefuits  and  catholic  priefts  ;  he  even 
affirmed  on  the  rack  that  the  duke  of  Parma  was  privy  to 
the  defign,  who  promifed  he  (hould  have  tbe  reward  :  upon 
the  whde,  Gerrard  kcms  to  have  been  an  enthufiaft,  and  his 
crime  the  refult  rather  of  infanity,  than  any  concerted  fcheme, 
malicious  or  interefted  intention.  His  punilhment  how 
ever  regarded  only  the  a£lion  ;  it  was  cruel  beyond  mea- 
fure,  ihocking  to  humanity,  and  a  ftrikiiig  inftance  of  the 
vehement  party-fpirit  of  the  times  ;  not  of  the  juftice  of  the 
judges,  or  the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  prince- of 
Orange.^ 

*  Id.  ibid.  «  Grot.  An,  lib.  iv.  p.  85,  86.     Miterek, 
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SEC  T.    III. 

Centaining  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  confeqUeHi 
on  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  theftadtholder- 
fhip  of  Prince  Maurice,  and  the  government  of  thi 
Earl  of  Leiceft^r,  with  other  particulars. , 

THE  United  Provinces  w^re  now  deprived  C3f  their  chief 
hope ;  William  was  the  foul  of  the  union,  though  h0 
found  it  frequently  impof&ble  to  govern  the  paffions  df  the 
mukhude^   his  vigilance,  addrefs,  penetration,  eloquence^ 
liberality,  and  prudence,  had   hitherto  preferv^d  their  h- 
berty ;  but  his  ambition,  boldnefs,  cunning,  and  intrigue, 
had  involved  them  in  a  maze  of  politiclcs,  out  of  which  it 
required  his  fuperior  capacity  to  extricate  the  Netherlands, 
A  general  gloom  and  defpondency  appeared  in  every  face ; 
confufion  and  anarchy  now  reigned  in  the  councils  of  the  p^f„^g 
confederates.     The  provinces  o?  Zealand  aiid  Holland  alone  Maurice 
endeavoured  to  repair  the  lofs,  and  (hew  their  gratitude  to  ele3ed 
Wtlltam^  by  ele£ting  his  fon  Maurice  their  ftadtholder  and  ftadtholdi¥^ 
captain  general  by  fea  and  land.    Maurice  was  at  tha(  time  of  Hol- 
eighteen  years  of  age,  but  fuch  rays  of  genius  ihone  forth  in  land. 
his  chara£ler,  as  approved  him  worthy  of  the  honours  con- 
ferred,    S"uch  was  the  youth  oppofed  to  the  duke  oi  Parma^ 
the  nrioft  renowned  general  of  the  age.     It  was  imagined 
iti  Spain^  that  the  death  of  JViUiam  would  deprive  the  con- 
federates, not  only  of  counfel,  but  of  courage,  longer  to  reiift 
the  power  of  Philip ;  but  as  foon  as  the  firft  emotions  of' 
terror  and   grief  were  fubfided,  it  produced  very  contrary 
cffe£ls.     Revenge  took  place  of  defpair?  s^nd  the  horror  of 
the  aflaffination,  univerfally  attributed  tp  the  intrigues  of 
Philips  fo  irritated  the  people,  that  they  determined  to  prd- 
lecute  the  war  with  fuch  vigour  and  conftancy,  ^s  required 
the  exertion  of  all  the  duke  of  Parma^s  abilities.     For  a 
time  indeed   their  efforts  were  feeble,  becaufe  they  were 
ill  direded  ;    but  Zealand  and    Holland    having    led   the 
way,  Utrecht^  Gudderland,  and  O^er^el  followed  the  ex-*- 
ample  ;  chufmg  governors  ftrongly  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  prince  of  Orange.    Now  ^J'^^^ol 
they  united  themfelves  more  clofdy  j  they  came  to  a  refo-  v    *he 
lution,  that  if  any  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  had  been  rj^-^i^f 
broken  or  neglefted,  henceforward  ftriAly  to  obferve  it,  to       ®^.  * 
remove  difficulties,  duly  to  furnifli  their  feveral  quotas,  to 
permit  only   the  publick    exercife  of  the  evangelical  reli- 
gion, and  to  exert  their  utmoft  cflforts  to  rcfift  the  tyranny 
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of  Philips  and  revenge  the  aifaiBnation  of  their  great  deli- 
verer the  prince  of  Orange* 
The  duke''       While   the  provinces   were  taking  the  moft  vigorous 
^  Parma'j  tneafures  for  their  mutual  defence,  the  Spanijb  jgeneral  was 
fuccefes,     preparing  to  pufli  the  advantage  he  expected  from  the  dif- 
order  confequent  on  the  death  of  ffllliam  of  Orange,    Ant- 
werpy   notwithftanding  its  lodes  in  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  was  ftill  the  moft  wealthy  city  of  the  Netherlands  \ 
this  city  had  long  been  the  objeft  of  the  duke  of  Parma\ 
defigns,  but  the  enterprife  was  attended  with  Aich  difficul- 
ties as  obliged  him  until  now  to  defer  it.     He  once  propofed 
laying  fiege  io  Antwerp^  immediately  aftei^the  reduSion  of 
Maejtrichty  and  he  now  refumed  the  projeft,  in  hopes  that 
the  confufion  in*  the  provinces  would  prevent  their  fending 
the   required  fuccours ;  to  fucceed,  it  was  necefiary  to  cut 
ofF  the  communication  of  the   city  with  Holland^  with 
Ghentn  and  all  the  places  above  and  below  Antwerp  on  the 
liver  Scheld.     With  this  view  he  laid  fiege  to  Lifkenjhovk 
and  lilloy  places  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  com* 
merce  and  fecurity  of  the  city  :  both  were  obftinately  de- 
fended, and  the  fiege  of  the  latter  raifed  after  it  had  been 
carried  on  for  three  months  with  incredible  fatigue,  induf- 
try,  and  expence;    however,   the  duke  of  Parma  gained 
pofleffion  of  feveral,other  pofts  on  the  river,  where  he  built 
forts,  and  greatly  annoyed  the  ihipping  and  trade  of  Ant' 
werp.     He  next  laid  fiege  to  Dendermondej  in  order  to  cut 
ofF  the  communication  between  Ghent  SLnd  Antwerp;  in 
which  he  fuccceded  by  the  reduSion  of  the  town.     His  next 
attempt  was  on  Vilvorde  ;  this  place  he  took  by  aflault,  and 
therebv  put  a  flop  to  the  intercourfe  between  Antwerp  and 
Brufftls.     Finding  this  method  of  hemming  in  the  city  te- 
dious and  unefteSual,  while  an  opening  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  remained,   he  propofed  in  council,    that  a  fortified 
bridge  fhould  be  built  acrofs  the  Scheldt  and  defended  by 
ftrong  forts  and  outworks  at  both  extremities.    At  firft  this 
propofition  was  received  as  whimfical  and  idle  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  but  on  the  duke*8  explaining  his  dc- 
'  fign,  with  applaufe  :  while  he  was  procuring  the  proper  ma- 
terials for  his  defign,  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent^  terrified  widi 
the  preparations,  and  afiured  that  his  next  attempt  would  be  ^ 
dire&ed  againft  their  city,  refolved  to  deprecate  his  wrath 
by  their  fubmiffion.     Deputies  were  accordingly  fent  to  the 
duke  oi Parma  3  and  it  was  agreed  on  the  17th  oiSeptmb^% 

« Idem  ibid.      ' 
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that  Ohent  {hould  receive  a  Spanijh  garrifan,  on  condition 
the  city  fliould  be  prefcrved  in  all  its  privileges.^ 

After,  this  acquifition  the  duke  returned  to  his  main  Ghent 
objeft,  the  reduftion  of  Antwerp ;  he  began  with  coileaingy«^»»^"'^  f* 
great  quantities  of  wood  at  Callo  and  fort  St,  Philips  where  ^tngYYiU 
he  intended  the  bridge  fhould  be  eredted  ;  but  his  projeft  "P* 
was  for  a  time  retarded  by  the  Antwerpers^  who  broke  down 
the  dykes,  overflowed  the  whole   countryj  and  fwept  ofF 
with  the  inundation  all  the  duke's  magazines.    Not  difcou- 
raged  by  this  accident,  he  applied  himfelf  diligently  to  re- 
pair the  lofs,  and  by  way  of  carrying  ofF  the  waters  cut  a 
canal  from  Steken  to  Callo^  a  work  of  prodigious  labour  and 
expence.     It  was  pur>fued  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  ^ 

executed  with  expedition  fcarce  credible.  Next  he  fet^'^*^^^ 
to  work  upon  the  bridge,  and  finifhed,  without  interrup*  "  werp* 
tion  from  the  Zealanders  or  Antzverpers^  in  feven  months, 
that  ftupendous  monument  pf  his  genius,  which  was  to 
determine  the  fate  of  Antwerp,  Private  intereft,  even  when 
all  was  at  ftake,  prevented  the  Antwerpers  from  executing  a 
fcheme  which  would  have  infallibly  bai&ed  all  the  duke's 
endeavours,  and  efFedtually  have  deftroyed  the  fruits  of  his 
labour.  Aldegonde  the  governor  ptopofed  building  a  fort  on 
Courjenftein  dyke,  to  fecure  that  important  poft,  and  break- 
ing down  the  dyke,  after  the' duke  of  Parma's  bridge  flbduld 
be  near  finiihed  $  but  his  fentiments  were  violently  oppofed 
by  certain  citizens,  who  apprehended  their  lands  and  villas 
would  be  deftroyed  by  the  inundation :  this  unfeafonable 
oppofition,  with  the  unexcu fable  negligence  of  the  ma«< 
giftrates,  who,  depending  upon  a  itc^  intercourfe  by 
means  of  the  river,  deferred  laying  in  corn,  becaufe  the 
markets  happened  to  be  high,  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the. 
city,  and  was  a  flagrant  proof  that  William  of  Orange  no 
longer  direfted  their  councils.  However,  in  defpite  of  all 
the  duke  of  Parma^s  precautions,  the  Zealanders  found 
means  to  throw  in  a  convoy  of  corn ;  but  the  citizens  know-  , 

ing  they  would  not  run  the  hazard  of  carrying  it  back,  (o 
cheapened  the  price  that  thofe  bold  traders  refufed  ever 
again  bringing  their  goods  to  fo  bad  a  market..  Thus, 
through  avarice,  indolence,  and  infenfibility,  did  the  Ant-  . 
werpers  fee  their  ruin  daily  approaching,  without  feeming  to 
obfene  it.  They  did  not  apprehend  the  confequence  of 
quietly  permitting  the  duke  to  finifh  tlie  bridge,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  repair  the  error,  and  they  began  to  fufFer  by 
famine  5  then  they  prefTed  the  Zealanders  to  attempt  their 

*»  Lb-Clerc,  lib.  iv.  p.  113. 
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relief  by  attacking  the  bridge  ;  but  the  reception  thofe  mari- 
ners had  laft  met  with,  was  no  inducement  to  run  frefli 
hazards  :  however,  by  order  of  the  ftates,  Trejhng  the  ad- 
miral of  Zealand  was  preparing  to  make  the  attempt. 
A  fquadron  was  appointed  ;  but  he  deferred  the  enterprife 
under  fo  many  pretences,  that  he  was  fuperfeded,  and  the 
command  given  to  Hohenlo  and  Jujlin  Najfau^  who  imme- 
diately attacked  Liffjkenjhouk^  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  refo- 
lution,  that  it  furrendered  on  the  Qrft  fummons.  They 
I  next  fell  upon  St.  Antonio  fort,  which,  together  with  feveral 

other  pofts,  they  took  ;  but  they  neglefted  building  a  fort  on 
a  poft  they  feized  near  Callo*  The  duke  of  Parma  perceived 
their  overiight ;  he  forced  the  poft,  and  then  had  it  for- 
tified. 

But  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Zealand  fleet  could 
procure  no  relief  to  Antwerp^  the  governor  and  magiftrates 
began  to  deliberate  by  what  means  they  could  now  deftroy 
the  bridge,  which  they  might  have  prevented  the  duke  from 
ever  compleating.  Seafonably  Ginebelliy  a  Mantuan  engineer, 
offered  his  fervices,  undertaking  at  a  certain  expence  to 
blow  the  whole  work  into  the  air :  the  expence  was  the 
main  objedion  entertained  by  thofe  penurious  tfierchaots, 
but  this  obftacle  was  at  laft  furmounted  by  neceflity ;  Gine- 
belli  was  provided  with  two  large  vefTels,  a  number  of  fmall 
boats,  the  powder,  combuftibles,  and  all  the  other  mate- 
rials he  required ;  he  formed  the  two  -large  vefTels  into 
iirefhips,  fet  them  adrift  with  the  ftream,  and  deceived  the 
enemy  by  means  of  falfe  fires  lighted  up  in  the  fleet  of 
fmall  boats.  The  train  of  one  of  the  fire-fhips  was  con- 
fumed  before  the  time  expeAed,  and  ihe  blew  up  with  a 
terrible  explofion,  but  little  damage  to  the  bridge ;  the 
other  was  more  iuccefsful,  carrying  off  all  the  outworks, 
fetting  fire  to  the  whole  bridge,  and  burying  above  500 
foldiers  in  the  ruins  it  made,  among  whom  were  the  mar- 
quis de  Roblaisj  the  fieur  Billy^  and  feveral  Spani/h  officers 
of  diflinftion:  however,  the  terror  which  this  dreadful 
flratagem  of  war  occafioned,  exceeded  the  damage ;  the 
fire  was  foon  extinguifhed,  and  the  bridge  again  repaired 
by  the  diligence  of  the  duke :  avarice  deterred  the  Ant- 
werpers  from  repeating  the  experiment;  they  continued 
Antwerp  neverthelefs  in  conjunSion  with  the  Zealanders  to  attack  and 
fubmits  to  harrafs  the  enemy  5  but  finding  themfelves  baffled  in  every 
i/;;/Phi-  attempt,  and  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremities,  they 
?•  ferioufly  thought  of  making  their  peace  with  Spain.^  Depu- 

c  Meteren,  lib.  xii.  p.  247,    Bentxvqc.  p.  a.  lib.  ill.  p-  74* 
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ties  were  accordingly  Tent  to  the  duke  of  Parma,  a  treaty     .     ^^ 
was  concluded,  and  king  Philip's  fovercignty  again  acknow-    ^'  -*^" 
ledged  in  Antwerp.     It  is  affirmed  that  the  city  of  Amfttr^     '5^5- 
dam  had  obftruded  every  meafure  propofed  for  the  relief  of 
this  commercial  cit}',  hoping  to  profit  by  the  fate  of  her 
flouri{I;iing  rival.     It  was  not  doubted  but  the  proteftants 
would  forfake   it  as  foon  as  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  an 
arbitrary  catholic    prince.      The  conjeflure  was  fulfilled, 
whole  families  retiring  with  their  effedts  to  Am/ierdam, 

While  Antwerp  was  befieged,  it  was  univerfally  be-  A  treaty 
lieved,  that  the  fate  of  the  provinces  depended  on  the  for-  '^''^  the , 
tune  of  that  city  j  yet  fuch  was  the  confufion  among  the  ^^^  ^/ 
confederates,  that  only  feeble  attempts  were  made  for  its  ^°g'*'>d, 
relief.  Now  the  terror  infpired  by  the  duke's  conquefts  de«- 
termined  the  flates  general  to  fend  a  folemn  deputation  to 
the  queen  of  England,  offering  her  the  fovereignty  of  the 
provinces  upon  certain  conditions.  This  Elizabeth  refufed  ; 
but  (he  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  ftates,  whereby  fhe  enga- 
ged powerfully  to  affift  them  with  men  and  money,  upon 
having  the  towns  of  Briel,  Flujhing,  and  Ramekins^  put  into 
her  hands  in  fecurity  of  future  payment.  All  this  time  Eliza^ 
beih  and  king  Philip  preferved  little  more  than  the  appear- 
ance of  peace ;  the  latter  was  fomenting  the  infurre6tion 
in  Ireland,  while  the  former  lent  a  hand  to  the  foundation 
of  a  new  commonwealth  forming  in  the  Netherlands.  The 
addition  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  to  his  vafl:  monarchy, 
rendered  Philip  more  haughty  and  uncontroulable,  without 
much  enlarging  his  power ;  he  now  thought  himfelf  a  match 
for  all  Europe,  though  he  had  not  yet  fubdued  his  rebellious 
fubjeds  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  accordingly  he  embroil- 
ed himfelf  with  the  crowns  of  France  and  England,  by  pro- 
tecting the  league,  and  receiving  the  invefiiture  of  Ireland 
from  the  apoftolic  fee.  Elizabeth  engaged  by  treaty  to  fuc- 
cour  the  provinces  with  5000  foot  and  1300  horfe,  under 
the  command  of  an  Englijh  general ;  to  pay  thofe  troops 
during  the  war,  on  condition  of  being  reimburfed  when 
p^ace  fhould  be  re-eftabli(hed  -,  and  to  accept  of  the  three 
towns  mentioned  in  fecurity  of  payment.  The  treaty  farther 
imported,  that  the  Englijh  governors  of  the  cautionary  towns  ' 
fhould  have  no  authority  over  the  inhabitants;  that  the 
towns  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  flates  on  the  repayment  of 
the  money;  that  the  Englijh  general  and  two  other  perfons 
nominated  by  the  queen  of  England  fhould  have  feats  in 
the  flates  general ;  that  neither  peace  nor  war  ihould  be 
made  without  the  mutual  confentof  the  contradting  parties  j^ 
that  in  cafe  of  her  equipping  a  fleet  for  the  fervices  of  the 
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provinces,  the  ftates  (bould  back  it  with  an  equal  force,  the 
whole  to  be  commanded  by  ^e  EngUJh  admiral ;  finally, 
that  the  ports  and  harbours  of  both  countries  (hould  be  open 
to  the  fubjci^s  of  each  nation.  The  treaty  was  nolfooner 
figned,  than  the  Brille  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Sir 
nomas  Cecil 'y  Sir  Philip  ^dney  took  poffoffion  of  Fluf^ng  znd 
Ramekins  in  quality  of  governor ;  and  the  earl  of  Lscicejier 
was  appointed  general  of  the  Engltjh  auxiliaries.  Immediately 
fucceeded  a  manifefto  in  vindication  of  the  queen's  condud, 
Shewing  her  reafons  for  affifting  the  oppreflfed  inhabitants  of 
the  LwA)  Countries  \  here  flic  alledged,  that  the  alliance  be- 
tween England  and  the  Netherlands  related  to  the  mutual 
welfare  of  both  countries,  rather  than  to  any  perfonal 
animofity  between  the  fovereigns  \  her  majefty  therefore 
thought  herfelf  at  liberty  to  fuccour  the  injured  fubje^ts, 
without  declaring  war  againft  the  king.  She  complained 
of  the  condud  of  the  Spanijh  minifter  Mendoza^  who  had 
endeavoured  to  excite  factions,  and  ftir  up  febellion  among 
her  popifli  fubjefts :  flie  enumerated  the  many  proffers  (he 
had  made  of  mediating  a  peace  between  the  king  and  her 
good  allies  in  the  Netherlands ;  (he  taxed  Philip  with  a  defign 
of  invading  England^  and  with  having  fent  powerful  fup- 
plies  of  money  to  the  rebels  in  Ireland  *y  and  laflly,  to  anti- 
cipate the  king's  vengeance,  flie  equipped  a  fquadron  d 
twenty  fliips,  detached  under  the  conduft  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake^  to  infeft  the  Spanijh  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies.^ 
A»  D.  On  the  earl  of  Leicefter^s  arrival  in  Holland^  he  was  re- 
^586^  ceived  with  the  utmoft  refpe<5i  and  veneration  ;  the  con" 
Leiccfter  federates  had  conceived  great  hopes  of  his  abilities,  .they 
ptadego-  conftituted  him  governor-general  of  the  provinces,  and  be- 
ffjernor-ge-  foyg  he  had  exhibited  any  proof  of  his  valour  or  condud, 
fferal.  vcfted  him  with  a  power  almoftdi£tatpriat,  which  he  foon 
abufed  by  an  adminiftration  equally  weak,  wanton,  cruel, 
and  oppreilive.  His  authority  was  in  a  manner  unlimited, 
not  only  in  refpe£t  to  the  conduS  of  the  war,  but  in  civil 
afFatrs  and  the  finances,  The  confederates  laviflied  honours 
upon  the  favourite  chiefly  to  engage  Elizabeth  in  their  intc- 
reft;  and  the  queen  penetrating  their  defign,  was  by  no  mean? 
pleafed  with  their  extraordinary  indulgence  to  her  minion. 
Some  attribute  her  refentment  to  jealoufy,  others  with  more 
probability  to  policy,  which  required  that  flie  fhould  not 
too  deeply  involve  herfelf  in  the  quarrel  between  Philip  and 
his  fubjefis.^  It  Was  foon  perceived,  that  the  confidence  of 

^  Camden  Vit.  Eli».  Ann.   15S6.        M£T£R£n«  lib.  xta* 
p.  256.  ^ 
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the  Aates  was  mifplaced.  Leicejier  not  only  (hewed  his  in~ 
-capacity  to  dire<a  military  operations,  by  permitting  the  dake 
of  Parma  to  proceed  in  a  rapid  courfe  of  conquefls  ;  but 
he  aiTumed  the  air  of  a  fovereign  prince,  fwayed  arbitrarily 
in  the  Netherlands^  and  exprefled  a  contempt  of  the  queen 
t>f  Englani^  authority;  a  princefs whofe  ill-judged  favour. 
bad  raifed  him  to  the  height  of  ambition.  They  had  fuiFered 
him  to  nominate  a  counfellor  of  ftate  for  each  province,  to 
change  the  great  feal,  and  quarter  his  own  arms  with  thofe 
of  the  ftate^ ;  but  all  this  was  infufficient  to  gratify  the 
carl's  amfbition.  A£luated  by  a  kind  of  fatality,  and  intoxi- 
cated with  his'  elevation,  he  refufed  the  inftruftions  of  the 
ftates,  filled  up  all  vacant  places,  coined  bafe  mhUi  to  pafs 
for  double  tjieir  intrinfic  value,  ereded  a  new  court  of  ex* 
chequer,  flBcd  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty  with  his  un*- 
qualified  .favourites, /oppofed  the  levying  German  auxilia- 
ries, excited  the  people  to  rife  againft  the  magiftrates,  in- 
troduced diforder  into  the  finances,  and  filled  die  provinces 
with  confiifion. 

BEFOftt  Leicejier  had  betrayed  his  incapacity,  Elizabeth 
remonftrated  to  the  ftates  on  bis  extraordinary  elevation, 
without  her  knowledge  or  confent,  notwithftanding  ihe  had 
publidkly  declared  her  intention  was  only  to  affift  her  oppref- 
fed  neighbours,  not  to  feize  upon  the  fovereignty  of  the  pro- 
vinces :  fhe  now  required  that  they  would  revoke  thofe 
honours  conferred  fo  wantonly,  not  that  ihe  meant  to  dc- 
fert  their  intereft,  but  to  maintain  her  own  honour.  The 
ftates  fubmiffively  appologized  for  their  condu£i;,  and  de- 
clared it  was  the  fartheft  from  their  intention  to  offend  her 
Inajefty  ;  but  finding  that  a  governor  general  was  necefiary 
to  preferve  unanimity,  they  had  preferred  a  fubje£tof£»f- 
land  to  any  other.  They  had  put  the  word  abfolute  in  the 
aft  only  to  diftinguiftv  him  from  fome  temporary  governors, 
ilnd  to  give  weight  to  his  dignity.  They  concluded  with 
requefting  her  majefty,  that  fhe  would  not  infift  upon  a  re^ 
•'Vocation,  which  they  apprehended  would  be  attended  with 
confufion,  and  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  This  letter 
was  accompanied  with  another  from  the  earl,  filled  with  the 
moft  humble  fubmiffions  and  feigned  contrition,  with  which 
however  Elizabeth  refted  fatisfied.** 

Leicefter  began  his  government  with  reftoring  military  LciccftcrV 
difcipline,  for  regulating  which  he  publilhed   fome  good  mifcondua. 
ordqnances.     Had  he  kept  to  this  plan,  his  adminiftration 
would  have  been  happy,  and  his  perfon  beloved  ^  but  he 

^  Meter EK.  lib*  xiti.^ 

H  4  imme« 


fo^  *      fbe  Hiftery  of  the  United  Provinces, 

immediately  proceeded  topafs  certain  decrees  relative  tocomr 
merce,  that  were  juftly  deemed  very  arbitrary,  oppre^ve^ 
and  injurious  to  the  country.  He  prohibited  aU  kinds  of 
warlike  ftores,  provifions,  or  other  merchandife,^  to  be  fold 
not  only  to  the  enemies  of  the  ftate  and  their  allies,  but  to 
neutral  powers ;  by  which  means  trade  fuftained  confiderr 
able  daniage :  he  even  prohibited  all  intcrcoufe  either  by 
exchange  or  otherwlfe  with  Spain^  France^  and  the  northern 
powei;s,  under  penalty  of  the  confifcation  of  their  (hips  and 
goods.  The  advifer  of  this  meafure  was  yafttes  Reginault^ 
a  perfon  before  odious  to  the  people;  and  to  enforce 
it,  Reginaulty  in  contempt  of  the  council  of  ftate,  pror 
cured  an  extraordinary  commiffion  to  proceed  with  rigour 
againft  thofe  who  fhould  be  guilty  of  a  trefpafs  upon  the 
decree  :  by  this  commii&on  he  was  empowered  to  exr 
amine  the  books  and  papers  of  merchants,  contrary  to  the 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  the  commercial  inhabitants 
of  the  Netherlands.  Leicefter  likewife  demanded,  that  all 
foreign  traders  fhould  have  paiTports  from  him,  by  which  h^ 
pretended  he  could  greatly  augment  the  revenue  :  certain  it 
is,  that  he  levied  great  fums  by  thofe  oppreffive  meafures ; 
but  no  part  was  applied  to  the  public  fervice/ 
praye,  While  the  earl  was  bufied  in  rendering  bis  government 

find  other  odjous,  and  deftrudive  to  the  people  who  had  juft  promor 
'^*^'-^''' ted  him  to  the  pinnacle  of  human  grandeur,  the  duke  of 
^  7J^  P^flw  was  puihing  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  Count 
Par       y^  Manfueldt  was  ordered  to  block  up  the  town,  of  Grave  on 

^ *      the  Maefey  and  to  throw  a  bridge  crofs  the, river,  to  prcr 

vent  the  entrance  of  fupplies.  He  built  four  forts  upon  the 
river,  which  he  ftrongly  garrifoned,  and  compleated  the 
bridge  in  the  manner  direded;  though  the  garrifon  of 
•  Grave  ufed  every  expedient  to  obftru£t  his  operations, 
Leicefter  fent  orders  to  Jfohenlo  and  Norris^  the  general  of 
ithe  Englijb  infantry,  to.  attempt  the  rcjief  pf  the  town ; 
they  immediately  feized  on  the  fort  and  town  oi  Botemburgbj 
but  were  driven  from  that  pqft  by  Manfveldty  while  they 
were^  preparing  to  entrench  themfclves  5  being  afterwards 
.  reinforced,  they  attacked  the  Spaniard^  with  fuch  vigour  as 
obliged  them  to  retreat ;  however  the  duke  pf  Parma's  ar- 
rival prevented  their  fuccouring  Grave:  he  now  turned 
the  blockade  int;o  a  fiege,  and  carried  on  his  approaches  (o 
p-apidly,  that  the  governor  furrendered  before  a  breach  wa? 
made,  or  the  garrifon  in  the  le^  flinted  for  provifions. 
Parfuing  his  fucceffes,  the  dujce  of  Parma  led  his  aripy  a? 

iluE  Clei^g,  lib.  iy. 
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gainft  Fenloy  higher  up  the  Maefe^  inveftcd  the  town,  and 
obliged  the  garrifon  in  two  days  to  capitulate,  at  the  in- 
treaty  of  the  biihop  of  Cologn  ;  he  attacked  Wuys^  the  gar- 
rifon of  which  place  had  pillaged  the  country,  and  obftriic- 
ted  all  convoys  of  provifion  ;  and  by  the  impetuoiity  of  the 
aflault,  forced  the  governor  to  fubmiffion.  Next  he  re- 
duced Meurs^  Alphen^  arid  the  caftle  ofCrulno  ;  after  which  he 
invefled  Birk^  but  was  forced  to  relinquifh  the  enter- 
prife  i  Morgan  an  Engltjh  officer  having  thrown  himfelf  with 
1000  men  into  the  place.s 

To  flop  the  duke  of  Parma* s  progrefs,  Leicefter  de-  Lieceftcr 
Cached  prince  Maurice  and  Sir  Philip  Sidney  with  2000  men  makes  a 
into  Flanders  ;  they  furprifed  the  little  town  of  Axel  on^tthe  campaign. 
ijtb  of  'July^  but  failed  in  an  enterprife  formed  againft 
Graveline  :  aC  laft,  Leicefter  determined  to  take  the  field  in 
perfon ;  he  ordered  the  army  to  move  to  Guelderland^  and 
^ccompaniied  by  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Naffau^  and 
^11  the  general  officers,  Englijh^  German^  and  Flemijh^  he 
arrived  at  Arnbeim  on  the  6th  of  September  \  finding  his 
firength  inferior  to  the  enemy's,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
reducing  Doe/burgh  upon  the  BJyine^,  and  blocking  up  Z«/- 
phen^  into  which  the  duke  of  Parma  threw  fupplies  at  plea- 
fure.  It  was  in  attacking  one  of  thefe  convoys  that  the  brave, 
generous,  gallant,  and  amiable  Sir  Philip  Sidney  loft  his 
Ijfe.  After  taking  all  the  outworks,  and  building  little 
forts  round  the  town  to  reftrain  the  excurfions  of  the  garri- 
fon, who  levied  heavy  contributions  on  the  neighbouring 
country,  Leicefter  cantoned  his  army  jn  winter*quarters, 
without  'efFe£iting  any  thing  worthy  of  the  public  expec- 
tation.** 

During  this  recefs  from  hoftilities,  the  c^rl  of  heicejier  i^^^^  ^^^^ 
would  .feenj  to  have  made  it  his  whole  ftudy  to  render  him-  plaints  a* 
felf  odious.     He  put  into  all  vacant  offices  perfons  the  moft  gainft 
obnoxious  to  the  people  \  and,  among  others,  one  York^  an  Leicefter. 
Englijhman^  who  had  deferted  from  the  confederates  to  t^e 
duke  of  Parmdj  ferved  for  two  years  in  the  Spanijb  armjr, 
and  now  deferted  it  to  obtain  preferment  from  the  Engltflj 
general.      The  fiates  remonftrated  againft  the  promotion  of 
a  perfon,  who  had  fo  often  betrayed  his  truft;  but  Leicefter^ 
without  regarding  them,  poured  down  his  favours  upon  a  man 
whofe  fole  talent  confifted  in  a  fervile  adulation  and  com- 
pliance with  the  humour  of  his  patron.    The  government 
of  Deventer  became  anbther  caufe  of  altercation  between  the 
governor  anid  the  ftates.  That  truft  was  conferred  upon  an? 

%  RfiDAN.  Abb.  1^.  yi.    Grot,  lil>.  zv.  ^  Id.  ibid. 
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other  EngUJkman^  whofe  charaftcr  vas  equally  liable  to  cen- 
fure.    'Befides,  the  rigift  of  appointing  belonged  to  the  carl 
of  Meurs^  as  governor  of  Guekurland^  Utrecht ^  and  Overyfeli 
but  Leiceflery  without  attending  to  his  prerogative,  or  to  the 
tourmurs  of  the  people,  vindicated  his  own  conduft,  and  rc- 
fufed  to  relinquifh  the  intereft  of  his  dependent.     Happily 
for  the  provinces,  he  was  called  to  attend  the  Englijh  parlia- 
ment.    On  his  departure,  the  ftates  exhorted  him  to  ufe  his 
influence  with  the  queen  to  accept  of  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Netherlands  i  he  promifed  to  exert  his  utmoft  endeavours,  but 
He/eti/aii  at  the  fame  time  was  too  much  enamoured  of  power  to  have 
y^rEug.    any  intention  to  perform  his  engagements.     While  he  re- 
^•^*      ^    lided  at  Flujhtng^  waiting  for  a  fair  wind^  he /educed  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Vere^  a  place  belonging  to  prince  Maurice^  perfuading 
the  foldiers  that  they  owed  no  allegiance  but  to'th«  queen  of 
England  and  her  governor.    The  fame  attempt  was  made  on 
feveral  other  garrifons,  in  all  which  it  is  impoffible  to  con- 
ceive Lekejler  could  have  any  other  objccSl  in  view,  than  to 
render  Himfelf  deteftable  to  the  very  people  whofe  afFe<^ons   . 
he  ought  by  every  means  to  conciliated    On  his  arrival  in  | 
England^   he  wrote   to  the  ftates,  demahding  payment  of 
480,000  livres,    due  in   arrears  to  the  army.     Their  an- 
p^     ^er  was,  that  the  fupplies-raifed,  if  managed  with  ceco- 
c        nomy,  were  hiore' than  fufficient  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  of 
'5o7^     the  government.     Some  altercation  arofc,  which  was  fol-    , 
lowed  by  a  long  catalogue  of  grievances,  tranfmitted  from    | 
the  ftates  to  queen  Elizabeth,     This  produced  mutual  recri- 
minations, which  cnflamed  both  fides  to  a  degree  of  ani- 
mofity. 

Now  was  the  feafon  for  the  duke  of  Parma  to  reap  the 
'  advantage  of  thefe  contentions.      He  made  feveral  mo- 
tions, in  order  to  perplex  the  confederates,  and  cover  his 
defigns.     At  laft  it  appeared  that  he  meditated  the  con- 
queft   of  Flanders^    by    firft    reducing"  OJlend   and    Slu}s> 
^  The  former  was  faved   by  a  feafonable   reinforcement  of 

Sluys^^f-  feven  hundred  Englijh',  but  5/ayx  was  invefted  in  dcfpiteof 
J^'i^  •  the  utmoft  endeavours  of  prince  Maurice  and  Hohenloy  who 
tried  every  expedient  to  divert  the  duke  from  this  enter- . 
prize.  As  the  place  was  but  badly  provided,  the  governor 
fent  repeatedly  to  Flujhing  for  fupplies  ;  but  the  Spaniards 
had  fo  dofely  blocked  up  all  the  avenues  that  it  was*  impof- 
fible to  throw  in  a  convoy.  The  garrifon,  however,  deter- 
mined to  make  a  vigorous  defence.  They  withftood  feveral 
afTaults,  and  al^^ays  difplayed  the  moft  obftinate  courage. 

I  Le  Clerc,  lib.  iv.     Grot,  ibid, 
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^/Kjrihad  been  now  fix  weeks  befieged,  when  the  earl  of 
LeicefteTj  by  the  queen's  mediation^  returned  to  his  govern- 
ment.    On  his  arrival  at  Flujh'mg^  it  was  determined  in  a  Leicefler 
council  of  war  to  fuccour  the  place  by  fea.     A  detachment  returns  to 
of  five  thoufand  foot  and  fix  hundred  horfe  were  ordered  to  Holland, 
make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  fleet ;  but  the  projed  was 
ffuftrated  by  the  narrownefs  of  the  channel,  which  would 
not  admit  the  ihipping.     Leicejier  was  blamed  for  not  at- 
tacking the  duke  of  Parma  s  trenches,  and  to  his  want  of 
courage  the  public  voice  afcribed  the  lofs  ofSlup^  which,  after 
fuftainiiig  numberlefs  hardihips  during  a  brave  defence  of  two 
months,  at  laft  fui:rendered,  when  the  garrifon  had  expended 
all  their  provifion  and  ammunition.     The  duke  of  Parma  . 

entertained  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  condudl  of  the  governor, 
Arnaud  de  Groenveldt^  and  of  the  courage  of  the  garrifon,  that 
he  voluntarily  granted  them  all  military  honours,  their  bag*- 
gegC)  arms,  and  lighted  matches.  His  conquefi  indeed  was 
dearly  purchafed  ^  he  loflf  in  the  fiege  feven  general  officers;, 
and  near  four  thoufand  foldiers^. 

^  The  redudion  of  Sluys  renewed  the  clamour  againft  the 
earl  of  Leicejier  %  adminiftration.  Out  of  compliment  to  the 
queen,  he  was  again  received  by  the  provinces,  but  the  recon*- 
ciliation  was  not  cordial.  Had  he  however  afted  with  pro* 
per  fpirit  and  prudence,  he  might  have  regained  the  efteem 
and  aflFedtions  of  the  people.     He  determined   otherwife,  ^ 

and  proceeded  upon  his  old  plan  of  introducing  difcord,  con* 
fufion,  and  anarchy.  He  renewed  his  complaints  againft 
tbefliates,  igiinzt,  Maurice^  and  Hohenlo.  They  anfwered  ;  he 
replied  in  terms  full  of  pafEon  and  refentment,  in  which  he 
loft  all  regard  to  decorum.  Hohenlo  was,  in  particular,  the 
objeft  of  his  deteftation,  merely  becaufe  he  ftrenuoufly  vin-  Di/futes 
dicated  the  privileges  of  his  country,  arid  difcharged  the  duty  hetwen 

'  of  an  able,  bold,  and  faithful  officer.     He  had  this  year  per-  Leiceftcr 
formed  cohfiderable  fervices  in  Brabant  j  but  he  was^ccufed  ^''«  Ho- 
by  i^/V{/2^r  of  difobedience,  becaufe  he  had  not  joined  the    ^^^°* 
main  army  with  his  detachment,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not 
poffible,  wthout  facrificing  the  public  intereft.   Hohenlo  pub- 
liflied  a  very  fpirited  and  fenfible  anfwer,  in  which  he  fully 
vindicated  his  own  condud,  and  obliquely  hinted  at  the 
weakneKs  and  abfurdity  of  Leicejier^  meafur^.  A  long  paper 
altercation  pafied  like  wife  between  the  ftates  of  Holland  and 
the  govcrnor-rgeneral.     Nothing  can  be  more  mafterly  than 
all  the  rempnflrances  publiQied  on   this  occafion  by  the 
^ates  \  they  fully  explain  the  privileges  of  the  provinces^  and 

^  Metkrek.  lib.  ^iv. 

the 


io8  The  Hijloty  of  the  United  Provinces, 

the  prerogative  of  the  governor^genera] ;  vindicate  t^ir  own 
condud,  without  throwijig  blame  on  the  queen  of  England \ 
and  artfully  diftingujfli  between  the  mifcondud  of  the 
queen's  lieutenant,  and  her  majefty's  own  intentions.  In  a 
word,  though  Leicejler  was  foiled  at  every  weapon,  (uch  was 
the  unfteadinefs  of  the  people,  and  addrefs  of  his  fadion, 
that  even  the  provincial  ftates  were  divided  in  opinion ; 
fome  blaming,  while  others  highly  applauded  his  condud. 
The  magiftrates  of  Utrecht^  and  the  clergy  of  Holkmd  and 
Zealand,  ftrongly  efpoufcd  his  interefls,  and  bitterly  refkded 
on  the  ftates  of  HoUandj  whofe  oppofition  arofe,  they  faid, 
from  a  jealous,  capricious,  and  turbulent  humour.  Even 
the  magiftrates  of  feveral  townS'ln  Holland  blamed  the  ftates, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Dordrecht^,  who  appeared  to  have  foldy 
enlifted  themfelves  in  the  earl's  fa6^ion.  In  the  midft  of 
thcfe  contentions  Leicefler  imprudently  gave  colour  to  the 
accufations  of  his  enemies^  by  forming  a  proje<£l  to  feizc 
'upon  Leyden.  The  plan  was  concerted  with  one  Cojna 
de  Pafcarengis,  an  Italian  banker  j  it  was  difcovered  by 
accident,  and  fully  detedled  by  the  confeffion  of  the  banker 
and  his  accomplices,  on  the  rack.  Killegrew,  who  was  of 
the  <;ouncil  of  ftate  for  Elizabethy  interceded  for  the  crimi- 
nals, and  boldly  affirmed,  in  then  vindication,  that  they  bad 
afted  by  orders  from  the  gbvernor-general  ^  This  alone 
was  fufficient  teftimony  againft  Leicejier,  but  the  ftates  not 
chuiing  to  irritate  and  inflame  the  public  diftenfions,  wifely 
T  •    A      fuppreSed  their  fen timents. 

/z!/'  When  the  winter  approacbed,  lord  Leicefler  y^z^  recalled, 
recalled,  either  for  the  defence  of  England,  threatened  with  a  Spanijb 
invafton,^or  to  prevent  his  falling  into  further  errors  in  the 
Netherlands,  The  Dutch  writers  alledge,  that  the  queen  was 
fo  well  fatisfied  of  his  mifcondud,  pride,  and  ambition,  that 
fhe  dreaded  the  confequences  to  her  favourite,  of  buffering 
him  longer  to  hold  the  reins  of  government,  yvhich  he  had 
hitherto  direfled  with  fo  little  prudence  and  ability.  Before 
S  he  quitted  the  Low  Countries,  he  fent  an  apology  to  the  ftates 

J*  oi  Holland,  for  not  bidding  them  a  perfonal  farewel ;  he  ex- 

aggerated the  fervices  he  had  done  the  provinces,  gently  re- 
proached the  ftates  for  having  traverfed  all  his  meafures,  to 
which  he  attributed  the  failure  of  every  enterprife,  admo- 
niflied  them  to  a  different  behaviour,  and  promifed  upon 
thefe  conditions  to  ufe  his  utmoft  influence  with  the  queen  in 
their  behalf.  On  his  arrival  in  England,  though  he  was  well 
received  by  Elizabeth,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  an 

^  I  M^TERBN.  lib.  xiv. 
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army  encamped  at  Tilbury^  yet  he  was  divefled  of  his  govern- 
ment. Leicefter  at)prehending  he  fhould  be  arraigned  before 
the  council,  had  the  addrefs  by  his  fubmiffion  to  procure  the 
queen's  pardon^  and  a  ftop  to  all  proceedings  touching  bis 
condu£l  in  the  Low  Countries*  However,  his  enemies  were 
fo  powerful,  and  the  remonftrances  fent  over  by  the  ftates  fa 
evincive  and  undeniable,  that  nothing  but  the  vaft  prepara- 
tions in  Spain  to  itiw^it  England^  which  turned  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  miniftry  to  the  fecurity  of  the  nation,  could 
fcreen  him  ^om  a  public  trial.  Among  other  articles  of  ac- 
cufatlon  tranfmitted  by  the  ftates,  it  appeared  that-  the  earl 
had  formed  a  defign  to  apprehend,  and  put  to  death,  John 
Olden  Barneueldt^  and  thirteen  other  ftrenuous  oppbfers  of 
his  arbitrary  meafures ;  to  feize  Dort^  Enckhuifen^  Leyden^ 
and  other  places  ;  in  a  word,  to  render  himielf  defpotic,  and 
eftablifh  a  kind  pf  military  government  in  the  United  Pro* 
vinces  "*. 

By   orders  from  the  court  of  Spain^  the  duke  of  Parmaj   A.  H. 
fince  the  reduftion  of  Sluys,  was  forced  to  drop  all  thoughts     1588.  ' 
of  purfuing  his  advantages  in  the  Netherlands^  in  order  to  af-  England 
lift  with  his  whole  power  the  enterprifc  concerted  againft  invaded 
England.    Here  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  confederates  to  h  Philip, 
redeem  their  lofles,  had  they  not  been  divided  by  fadions, 
and  poorly  fupplied  with  money,  ammunition,  and  provifion, 
from  England,   The  penurious  difpofition  of  Elizabeth  would 
feem  in  this  inftance  tohave  fupprefled  the  di£tates  of  prudence 
and  found  policy.     Spain  had  great  confidence  in  the  duke  of 
ParmJs   affiftance  in  carrying   on  the  grand   expedition. 
That  general  had    aflcmbled  thirty  thoufand  men  to  be 
tranfported  into  England^  in  four  hundred  flat-bbttom  boats, 
under  the  convoy  of  a  fquadron  of  twenty  fhips  of  war ;  yet 
did  Elizabeth  ufe  no  expedient  to  divert  his  intention,  by  en- 
abling the  confederated  provinces  to  engage  him  at  home. 
All  hoftilities  ceafed  on  both  fides  until  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
moft  jformidable  fcheme  ever  planned  for  the  conqueft  of     / 
England,   It  is  not  within  our  province  to  relate  the  circum- 
ftances  which  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  Spanijh  ar- 
mada ;  fufficient  it  is,  that  providence  (eemed  to  co-operate 
with  the  intrepidity  of  lord  Effingham^  the  Englijh  admfral^  to 
baffle  the  defigns,  and  mortify  the  pride  of  Philip.     His  fleet 
was  firft  difperfed  in  a  hard  gale,  afterwards  roughly  handled 
by  the  Englijh^  ar     it  laft  (battered,  deftroyed,  and  wholly 
ruined,  in  a  territic  ftorm,  ofi^the  coaft  of  Scotland.     Seven- 
teen (hips,  having  five  thoufand  land-forces  on  board,  were 
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cail  away  on  the  Hebrides  and  coaft  of  Ireland ;  fome  were 
wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  Norway ^  and  many  perifhoi  by  fire, 
or  were  fwaliowed  up  by  the  ocean.     In  a  word,  of  one— 
hundred-and- thirty  great  ibips,  which  fet  fail  from  the  ports 
of  Spain^   manned  with  twenty  thoufand  foldiers  and  nine 
thoufand  feamen,  and  mounting  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty  pieces  of  fine  cannon,  only  fifty-three  ever  re- 
turned,  and  thefe  in  a  miferable,. (battered  condition '^s 
Negotia-        While  Pkilip  and  Elizabeth  were  making  the  utmoft 
tionsinthe  preparations,  the  one  for  attacking,  the  other  for  defending 
Nether-     England-,  they  both  endeavoured  to  gain  time,  by  amuiing 
lands.         each  other  with  a  negotiation.     It  was  the  bufinefs  oi Philip 
to  procraftinate  matters  until  he  (hojuld  be  able  to  ftrike, 
and  of  Elizabeth^  until  her  afFairs .  (hould  be  In  a  poflure  to 
ward  ofF  the   blow.  .  The  king  fent  the  duke  of  Parma  a 
commiilion  to  treat  with  thf  EngUJh  envoys ;  he  accordingly 
repaired  to  Oftend^   and  the  conferences  ^ere  opened  at 
Bourbmrg^  notwithftanding  the  eftates   of  the  Netherlands 
had  refufed  to  confent  to  the  treaty.     It  was  propofed  by  the 
Englijh^  that  liberty  of  confcience  Ihould  be  granted  for  two 
years  to  the  reformed  ;  but  neither  the  duke  of  Parmay  nor 
the  eftates,  would  hearken  to  this  propofition.     A  truce 
was  in  the  next  place  demanded  by  the  commiffaries,  and  re- 
jefted  by  the  duke.    Then  they  required  that  the  ancient  al- 
liance between  England  and  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  ihould  be 
renewed  ;  that  all  foreign  troops  (hould  be  withdrawn  from 
the  Low  Countries  ;  that  the  people  (hould  be  fecured  in  their 
liberties  ;  aiidthat  the  money  lent  the  eftates  by  queen  £//- 
zaieth  (hould  be  repaid  by  the  king  of  Spain  **.     A  variety  of 
debates  arofe  upon  thefe  articles,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the 
whole  defign  of  the  conference  was  to  retard  meafures  until 
the  armada  (hould  enter  the  channel.    It  no  fooner  appeared 
than  the  negotiations  were  broke  off,  and  the  Engltjh  com- 
miffioners  difmiiTed  with  a  fafe  conduct  to  Calais. 
The  duke      '  As  foon  as  the  defeat  of  the  grand  expedition  was  known 
of  Parma  in  the  Netherlands^  the  duke  of  Parma  turned  his  attention  to 
take^  the     the  affairs  of  his  government.     He  now  determined  to  re- 
field.  pair  the  lofs  fuftained  from  his  late  inafiivity,  by  profecuting 

the  moft  vigorous  meafures.  The  marquis  de  Renthes  and 
Charles  Manfveldt^  were  fent  with  a  ftrong  detachment  to  re- 
duce the  Ifle  of  Tolen^  feparated  by  a  canal  from  Brabant. 
3y  this  he  meant  to  facilitate  his  approaches  againft  Bergen- 
cp'Zoom.  The  bravery  of  colonel  count  Solmes  fruftrated  the 
attempt  on  the  ifland.     He  repulfed  the  Spaniards  in  two  vi- 
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gorous  attacks,  but  could  not  prevent  the  duke  fron\  forming 
the  fiege.  Bergen^ op-Zoom  was  invefted  on  the  24th  of 
September.  It  was  defended  by  lord  WiUoughbyj  general  of 
the  Englijh  forces,  and  an  Englijb  garrifon,  with  fo  much 
fpirit  and  intrepidity,  that  after  divers  efforts  and  ftratagems 
of  war,  the  duke  was  forced  to  relinquifli  the  enterprife. 
Chagrin  and  difappointment  having  impaired  the  duke  of 
Parmah  health,  and  the  feafon  becoming  rigorous,  he  put 
his  army  into  winter-quarters. 

On  the  14th  of  September  died  the  earl  of  Leicefiery  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  ftates  of  Holland^  who  now.  at  length  con- 
ceived hopes  that  they  might  be  able  to  crufh  his  fadion, 
^nd  introduce  harmony  among  thofe  provinces  fo  long  torn 
by  civil  diflenfions,  while  they  were  maintaining  a  war 
againft  the  moft  powerful  potentate  of  Europe.  Immediately 
the  towns  which,  in  confequence  of  his  prote£iion,  had 
withdrawn  their  allegiance  from  the  ftates,  returned  to  their 
'duty.  The  garrifon  of  Geriruydenberg  alone  flood  out  5  they 
firft  mutinied,  then  revolted  againft  the  ftates,  and  at  laft 
threw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  Parma^  after 
committing  fhocking  outrages,  under  pretence  that  they  had 
fworn  only  to  obey  the  queen  and  Leicefter,  Willaughby  and 
the  Englijh  are  blamed  by  Dutch  hiftorians  for  th6ir  condud 
in  this  tranfaftion.  The  year  concluded  with  the  fiege  of 
Wachtendocky  an  enterprife  formed  by  count  Peter  Erneji 
Manfveldty  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Verdugo^  and  the  moft 
experienced  generals  in  the  Spanijh  army,  and  indeed  of  the 
duke  oi  Parma  himfelf.  The  place  was  ftrong  and  well  pro- 
vided ;  the  feafon  was  rigorous,  and  the  Spanijh  foldiets  re- 
,  luiSlant,  and  averfe  to  the  undertaking ;  but  Manfveldfs  fuc- 
cefe  was  a  full  vindication  of  his  condu(3t  p.  The  garrifon 
furrendered  on  the  20th  of  December ^  after  the  town  had  al- 
moft  been  laid  wholly  in  aihes  by  a  ruinous  bombardment; 
Some  writers  allcdge  that  Manjveldt  ufed  only  ignited  bul- 
lets, with  which  he  fet  fire  to  the  place,  and  terrified  the 
garrifon  into  fubmiffion  ^, 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  this  general  pafled  into  the 
ifle  of  Bommely  where  he  reduced  feveral  forts,  but  failed  in  V^^^'^  ^f 
his  principal  aim,  that  of  feizing  the  capital  by  furprize.    -1  ^!!'     > 
While  he  was  thus  employed,  prince  Maurice^  count  Solmes,  ^ .  ^< 
TLTiA  Hohenloy  uniting  tli^eir  forces,  attacked  and  retook  //!?«/•  •^^^'^^'^ 
den  in  fight  of  the  Spamfi  army.     From  this  time  we  may  therlandi. 
date  the  decline  of  Philip's  affairs.  His  beft  officer  the  duke     . 
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t  of  Parma  was  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health,  his  foldiers  became 
mutinous  for  their  pay,  and  his  finances  were  exhaufted  by 
the  inunenfe  expences  bf  the  armada,  and  the  deftrudion 
of  his  commerce  and.  rich  plate  fleet.  Jealoufies  likewife 
arofe  between  the  duke  of  Parma  and  the  Spaniards^  who 
even  bad  the  prefumption  to  tax  that  great  general  with  the 
mtfcarriage  of  the  grand  expedition,'  and  of  the  fiege  of 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  Ont  John  Mora  a  Spaniard^  wrote  letters  of 
complaint  to  the  king,  in  which  he  bitterly  inveighed  againft 
the  duke ;  thefe  letters  were  intercepted  by  prince  Maurice^ 
decyphered,  and  fent  to  the  duke  of  Parma.  In  confequence 
Rscardot  was  difpatched  to  Madrid,  to  vindicate  the  duke, 
and  M<^ra  being  invited  to  dinner  was  poifoned  :  an  a^ioii, 
that  leaves  an  indelible  ftain  on  the  charader  of  the  duke 
of  Parma  'w 

While  the. duke  was  drinking  the  waters  of  the  Spaw<f 
the  marquis  of  JVaremben^  the  Spanijk  governor  in  Guelderland, 
proje<3ed  a  fcheme  for  reducing  the  whole  province, .  and 
began  the  execution  with  furprizing  the  c^ftle  of  Bliemheck, 
He  then  refolved  to  lay  fiege  to  Rhimberg^  but  was  antici- 
pated by  a  ftrong  reinforcement  thrown  in  by  general  Schenk. 
Befides  reinforcing  Rhimberg,  this  adive  officer  cutoff  a 
regiment  of  Spaniards  in  Frifektnd,  but  unfortunately  pe- 
riihed  in  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  on  Nimeguen.  JVaremben^ 
after  Schenk's  death,  renewed  his  defign  on  Rhimherg^  but 
conftant  fiipplies  were  thrown  in  by  lord  Falkenjlein  and 
Sir  Francis  Vere,  who  commanded  a  body  of  2000  EngUJb 
infantry.  The  marquis  refolved  to  attack  the  Englijh.  He 
fent  a  ftrong  detachment  to  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  Spaniards 
met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  that  they  retired  in  diforder, 
with'  the  lofs  of  300  men  and  ten  ftandards.  Notwith- 
fianding  this  advantage,  the  ftatcs  fufFered  Rhimberg  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  becaufe  they  found  it  expen- 
five  and  hazardous  to  cover  with  an  army  a  place  fo  diftant 
from  their  frontiers.  The  lofs  of  Rhimberg  however  was  ba-  . 
lanced  by  divers  fucceffes  in  Groningen,  where  prince  Maurice 
foiled  the  Spantjh  general  Verdugo  in  every  attempt*  .  Not- 
withftanding  he  had  not  an  army  fufficient  to  perform 
any  fignal  exploit,  or  confiderable  enterprize,  the  Bata* 
vian  prince  exhibited  fufficient  proofs  of  his  fuperior 
military  talents  and  towering  genius.  One  very  important 
Breda  /  •  ^'^^  ^^^  g^y^n  to  the  power  of  Spain  in  the  Netherlands  by 
.  ^  f *  the  redudion  of  Breda,  This  city  and  Gertruydenberg  were 
Confede^  the  keys  of  Brabant ;  and  the  lofs.  of  the  latter  had  wholly 
rtues.        excluded  the  confederates  from  that  province.    A  projeft 
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was  laid  for  furprifing  Budai  and  it  fucceeded«  The;  maf- 
ter  of  a  trading  veflel  who  was  permitted  to  fupplv  the  Spa-- 
nijh  general  with  necefTaries,  took  on  board  aoout  iixty 
Dut^  foldiers,  and  concealed  them  fo  artfully  under  planks 
and  boards,  that  his  veflel  was  vilited  in  the  ufual  manner 
by  the  officers  on  guards  without  difcovery.  In  the  nighty 
the  concealed  party  feized  upon  the  city^gates,  and  being 
oppofed  by  Hohenk^  who  lay  with  a  body  of  troops  at  a 
little  diflance  from  the  town,  gained  pofleffion  without  hard-* 
]y  ftriking  a  blow.  By  order  of  the  duke  of  Parma^  the 
commanding  Spanijb  officer  was  put  to  death  for  neglefl  of 
duty,  cowardice,  and  remiflhefs.  He  afterwards  took  every 
poffible  method  to  recoverfir^.  Manfveldt  was  detached,  with 
a  feled  body  of  troops  to  attack  Nortdam,  a  fort  on  the  ca- 
nal, by  which  the  city  was  fupplied  with  neceflaries ;  but 
he  was  fo  warmly  received  by  Mathias  HaBy  a  Flemings  who  A.  D. 
commanded,  that  he  retired  precipitately,  leaving  6cK>  deakl  j  rooi 
before  the  fort.  All  he  could  eiie^  was  to  build  a  f6rt  oppo«*  " 
fite  to  Ncrtdamj  to  reftrain  the  garrifon  $  after  which  he  , 
Jnvefted  Breda.  Prince  Maurice  immediately  took  the  field 
to  protest  a  town  of  fuch  confequence.  He  marched  ftraight 
to  Nimegum^  and  by  his  operations  perfuaded  the  duke  of 
Parma  that  he  intended  befieging  the  town ;  upon  which 
AtanfoeUU  was  ordered  to  relinquifh  Breda^  and  fuccour  A7« 
megueriy  a  towM  of  ftill  infinitely  greater  moment.  In  de- 
jpite  of  ManfveW^  ehdeavours,  prince  Maurice  ere£):ed  the 
fortrefs  of  Knetfembourgj  to  cut  ofF  the  trade  of  Nimeguen, 
and  facilitate  any  future  attempts  to  reduce  the  city '. 

Though  the  naval  power  of  the  ftatcs  was  greatly  aug-  iJa'valaf* 
mented,  and  their  commerce  carried  to  a  high  degree,  they  y^^y.^, 
could  not  reftrain  the  pernicious  prizes  of  the  Dunkirk  pri- 
vateers, which  fwarmed  in  all  the  neighbouring  feas,  to  the 
innmediate  damage  of  traffic.  The  Zealanders  equipped  fe« 
vera]  fquadrons  of  fmall  veffels  \  but  thefe  being  found  in- 
fufficient  to  reftrain  the  pirates,  grown  bold  by  fuccefs,  it 
neceflarily  became  a  national  concern.  The  different  col- 
leges of  the  admiralty  ftationed  a  number  of  (hips  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  block  up  the  port  of  Dunkirky  by  which 
means  numbers  of  privateers  loaded  with  booty  fell  into  their 
hands  before  they  could  enter  the  harbour,  and  others  were 
prevented  from  putting  to  fea.  We  have,  in  a  former  VO'^ 
lume,  largely  expatiated  on  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
Dutch  commerce,. which  took  its  rife  from  their  profitable 
voyages  to  the  Eaft-IndieSj  and  the  ruin  of  Antwerp  ;  it  will 
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ther<^fore  be  unneceflary  to  dwell  upon   it  in  this  place* 

Sufficient  it  is,  that  the   prcvinces  were  now  enabled  to 

furnifh  their  contingenccs  towards  the  public  expence,  to 

a6l  offenfively,  and  maintain  greater  armies,  than  they  had 

ever  before  fent  into  the  field.     They  even  lent  fupplies  of 

men  and  money,  to  fuppprt  Henry  IV,  agaihft  the  league 

and  the  king  of  Spain^  whence  they  deduced  the  advantage 

of  making  a  powerful  diverfion  from  the  Netherlands^, 

The  ^uh        About  this  time,  the  duke  of  Parma  received  orders  to 

^'Parma   haften  to  the  alliftance  of  the  duke  of  Mayence^  defeated 

ts  fent       Y^y  Henry  IV.  with  the  greater  part  of  the  Sparjijh  army  in 

twtt    an     ^^^  j^^^  Countries.     The  duke  immediately  perceived  that 

/■/?Ti7  °       *^^  ^°^*  °^  ^^^  AW-^^r.W^/i  would  be  the  confequence  j  but 

lia'-ue  in    ^^^^  ordcrs  being  abfolute,  he.direfted  his  march  with  12,000 

France.      foot*  and  3000  horfe,  to  the  frontiers  of   France^  leaving 

count  Manjbeldt  to  conduft  the  war  againft  the  United  Pro-- 

vinces.     This  general .  was  too  weak  to  keep  the   field,  or 

.  .'^  to  prevent  pr'incQ 'Maurice  from   rafing  and  deftroying  all 

the  Spanijh  forts  on  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces.     The 

corifederates  refolving  to  make  the  moft  6f  the  opportunity, 

attacked  and  reduced  the  fort  of  Blamcmberg.     'Fhis  entcr- 

prife  was  conduced  by  Norrisj  governor  of  Ojicnd^  for  the 

queen  of  England,     The  garrifon  retreating  to  another  fort 

in  the  Dunes<y  he  vigoroufly  affaulted  this  fortrefs,  took  it,. ' 

and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.     On  the  tA  of  Jprilth^ 

A.  D.     garfifon  of  Breda  furprifed  the  caftle  of  Turnhont^  one  of 

J  cQi.     the  largeft  villages  of  Brabant  5  and  on  the  9th  of  May  they 

gained  poffeflion  of  TVefterloo,  a  place  extremely  convcnieat 

for  keeping  the  province  under  contribution.     As  foon  as 

the  feafon  was  fufficiently  advanced  to  afford  forage  for  the 

cavalry,  the  ftates  fent  an  army  of  10,000  foot,  and  1000 

.  horfe,  into  the  field,  under  the  conduft  of  prince  Mauria^ 

SucceJfesof\2X^\y  made  governor  of  Guelderland^  and  by  thus  direding 

prince        the  affdi/s  of  three  of  the  moft  confiderable  provinces  of  tjie 

Maurice.    unio;i,    raifed  to  2;reat  influence  and  authority.     By  this 

tim©itjtievduke  of  Par?na  wa§  returned,  after  having  acquir-* 

ed  laurels  in  a  defenfive  war  againft  Henry  IV.  by  relieving 

Paris.     Maurice  made  fome   movements .  which  raifed  ap- 

prehenfions  in  the  duke  for  Gertruydenberg^  imagining  his  dc- 

fign  was  ppon  that  city  ;  but  the  prince  turned  fuddefily  to« 

wards  the  territory  of  VelaWj  and  prefented  himfclf  before 

Zuiphen  ;  after  having  the  good  fortune  to  feize  by  a  ftrata- 

gcm  upon  fome  of  the  outworks,  he  then  regularly  inveftcd. 

the  place,  and  purfued  his  operation?  with  fo  much  jrapir 
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dicy,  that  the  garrifon  capitulated  on  condition  that  they 
ihould  have  a  fafe  condu(5t  to  Deventer,  The  Spanijh  gar- 
lifon  no  fooner  entered  this  laft  place»  than  Maurice  was 
clofe  at  their  Jiecls,  laid  fiege  to  Devertter^  and  took  it  after 
a  fliort  reiiftance,  It  was  defended  by  Herman  de  Horanty 
being  the  prince's  own  coufia^gefniao^  who  had  ferved  Phi- . 
//^-v/ith  great  fidelity,  and  would  now  have  con  fide  rably  re- 
tarded the  progrefs  of  the  confederate  army,  had  he  riot  re- 
ceived a  wound  in.  the  face,  by  which  he  was  confined. 
From  Deventer  the  prince  di reded,  his  rout  to  Groningen^ 
with  defign  to  inveft  that  city  ;  but  on  receiving  advice  thac 
the  garrifon  was  ftrongly  reinforced  and  well  fupplied,  he 
filed  off  towsLtii  Del/ziel^  which  together  with  fome  neigh-  , 
bouring  forts  he  reduced,  aad  thereby  extremely  incommoded 
^c  city  of  Groningen ".     *  . 

As  the  duke  of  Parma's  army  did  not  exceed  5C00  fQpi;^ 
and  20QO  horfe,  he  iireaded  the  extenfion  of  Maurice's  con* 
quefts,  and. that  Nlmeguen  would  be  the  next  objei^  of  his. 
operations.  To  prevent  this  he  determined  to  attack  Knot-^ 
fifnb^gy  and  thereby  to  throw  unfurmopn table  obftrudions; 
in  the  way  of  the  confederates.  After  feizing  fome  pods  in^ 
the  higher  Guelderlandf  he  made  a  feint  a^  if  he  intended  to, 
fall  upon  fort  Schenky  and  then  fuddenly  paffing  the  Faalfz 
invefted  Kwtfemh^g  on  the  13th  of  July.  The  artil-. 
lery  of  this  toti  totally  deftroyed  the  ^orks  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  Nimigueriy  and  the  garrifon  had  more  the  conHn^md 
of  the  river  than  the  city  itfelf..  It  was  of  great  important 
to  Maurice  to  maintain  this  advantage ;  he  was  therefore 
watchful  of  the  motions  of  the  Spanifls  army,  and  fufpedie^ 
the  duke*s  defign  which  he  had  fo  artfully  concealed.  Be- 
fore the  duke  of  Parma  approached)  he  had  direvted  coun^ 
S^//4^x  poweifuJly  to  reinforce  ^thegarrifonf  arid  fupply  the 
fort  with  every  u^ceiTfiry.  He  tbenfollowed  with  his  army 
nearly  equal  to  that  o(.  the  enemy,  «ind  encamped  at  a 
ihort  diftj^nce  from  the  duke  of  Parma's  trenches.  The 
Spaniards  carried  on  the  fiege  with  vigour,  but  every  inch 
of  ground  they  gained  loft  a  multitude  of  lives.  Frequent 
fkirmilhes  pafied  between  the  two  arinies,  iri  one  of  which 
Nicelliy  captain«  #f  .th^horfe-guards,  and  409-  troopers,  were 
made  prifoaers.  Very  ferfonably  iox  it^  duke  of  Parma's 
reputation,  he  received. an  order  to  repair,  wish  all  expedir 
tipn  to  France^  leaving  only  troops  fufficient  for  a  defenfivd 
war  in  the  Netkenknds.^  H^  immediately  complied  with  tho 
royal  mandate,  and  accordingly  raifcd  the  fiege,  a^id  covered 

^  Grot.  p.  146. 
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his  retreat  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  he  crofled  the  V«i 
without  fiirniihing  the  enemy  with  an  opportunity  of  fall" 
ing  upon  this  rear.  This  was  his  laft  campaign  in  the  Ne^ 
tberlands^  where  his  long  fervices  had  defervedly  acquired 
him  the  reputation  of  an  able,  vigilant,  and  faithful  gene- 
ral, though  numberlefs  attempts  were  made  by  envious  £f»« 
niar'ds  to  blaft  his  chara£ter.  Before  he  quitted  the  tm 
Countries^  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  of 
Nimeguen  to  admit  a  reinforcement  of  Spamjh  foldiers  \  but 
the  magiftrates  not  chuiine  to  be  faddled  with  foreign  pen- 
fioners,  took  upon  themfdves  the  defence  of  the  city'. 

Prince  Maurice^  fatisfied  with  feeing  Knotfemberg  relieved) 
and  the  Spanijb  army  weakened  by  the  detachments  fent 
oiF  to  France^  pafled  to  Guilderland,  without  however  re- 
linquifhing  his  defigns  on  Nimeguen.  In  the  middle  of 
September^  he  marched  with  4000  foot,  and  600  horfe^  into 
the  territory  of  Was^  and  laid  (lege  to  Hxtlft,  On  the  19th 
the  place  was  irivtfled ;  the  batteries  began  to  play  on  the 
23d,  and  by  the  25th  the  garrifon  capitulated*  The  fiune 
terms  were  granted  as  to  (he  other  conquered  placcis;  that 
^  is,  the  inhabitants  were  permitted  their  own  religion,  but 
the  magiflrates  were  protefbnts.  Count  Solnut  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  town  and  adjacent  territory.'  As 
foon  as  tranfports  could  be  provided,  Maurice  embarked  a 
ftrong  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  alarmed  the  whole  coafl  of 
FknSnrsj  ipread  a  report  that  he  propofed  befieging  D«(- 
iirk  or  Newport^  then  debarked  his  troops,  and  appeared 
unexpededly  before  Nimeguen.  He  began  with  forming  a 
bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  river,  to  prevent  the  towns  be- 
ing Aipplied,  then  eredled  batteries,  and  all  .at  once  batter- 
ed the  walls  with  fixty  five  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.  Firft, 
however,  he  fummoned  the  magiflrates  i  but  they  anfwered, 
^^  that  as  the  prince  was  a  young  man,  he  ought  to  con- 
^*  fider  Nimeguen  as  a  coy  virgin,  whofe  favours  were  only 
^^  to  be  gained  by  gallantry  and  affiduity."  They  foon, 
however,  changed  their  tone,  beat  a  parley,  and  defired  to 
capitulate.  The  eflFe£b  of  the  red  hot  balls  poured  into 
the  city,  terrified  them  into  fubmifEon.  All  the  conditions 
impofed  by  Maurice  were  accepted,  only  they  refiifed  to 
embrace  the  reformed  religion,  but  confented  to  a  liberty  of 
confcience;  and  that  the  magiflrates  (hould  be  appointed 
by  the  prinoe,  a  right  which  he  preferved  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war.    Six  companies  of  foot  and  two  troops  of  horfe 
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were  left  in  garrifon,  after  which  Maurice  put  his  army  into 
wiitter-quarters  in  Overjiffel  and  Frifeland. 

So  glorious  and  fuccelsful  a  campaign  highly  elated  the  ^*^*^  ^f 
^rits  of  the.  people,  and  raifed  the  young  prince  to  the  ^^^nited 
height  of  popularity  and  fame.'  Since  his  father's  death,  w^incei* 
the  United  Provinces  had  experienced  nothing  but  difappoint- 
ment  and  misfortune.  They  were  every  where  defeated, 
divided  among  themfelves,  iropoverifhed,  difpirited,  and  on 
the  point  of  defpair.  The  alliance  of  Englakd  contributed 
only  to  augment  their  mifery,  it  rendered  them  dependent 
on  the  queen,  and  her  infolent,  capricious,  and  arbitrary 
lieutenant,  whofe  (ble  aim  was  to  eftablifh  defpotic  fway, 
by  fomenting  the  civil  difcord  of  the  provinces,  and  form-* 
ing  a  powerftil  fa£lion.  It  is  true,  the  Englijh  forces  per- 
formed confiderable  fervices  in,  the  three  iaft  campaigns; 
but  thefe  were  more  than  weighed  down  by  the  inconve- 
niencies  confequent-on  Leicefter's  mal-adminiftration.  Now 
the  Dutch  faw  their  frontiers  extended  by  prince  Maurice^  and 
the  whole  country  fecured  by  rivers,  and  covered  by  forti- 
fied towns,  with  the  greateft  probability  of  driving  the  Spa^ 
niards  in  another  campaign  out  of  Frifeumdy. 


SECT.    IV. 

Containing  the  tranfaSions  in  the  Low  Countries, 
during  the  adminijiration  of  the  Spaniih  governors 
Manfveldt,  Ernelt,  and  Fuentes,  to  the  arrival  of 
the  archduke  Albert. 

THE  year  1592  was  ufhered  in  by  feme  abortive  efr    A.  D. 
forts  of  the  emperor  Rodolph  to  eftablilh  peace.     The     1592.* 
minds  of  both  parties  were  ftill  too  much  heated  to  admit  Frmtlefs 
of  equitable  propofitions ;  and  the  point  of  religion,  upon  negmati* 
which  fo  many  conferences  fplit,  was  now  an  u^furmount-  cns^ 
able  obftru£lion.    In  a  word.  Philips  harraiTed  as  he  was 
with  the  War  maintained  ia  France^  required  too  much,  and 
the  United  Provinces^  infolent  with  their  late  fuccefs,  would 
grant  too  little.    Hoftilities  accordingly  commenced,  .and 
prince  Maurice  taking  the  field  in  the  month  of  May^  fat 
down  before  Steinwyck^  a  ftrong  town  on  the  frontiers  of 
Overjljih    It  was  the   13th  of  June  before  the  batteries 
Were  opened,  when  they  began  to  play  with  unremitting; 

y  Bentivog^  p.  J.  lib.^1  p.  $• 
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fury.  Thfc  garrifon  made  a  brave  defence,  and  prince  M^u* 
rice  received  a  wound  from  a  muflcet-ball,  which,  however, 
did  not  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  fiege.     Gbferving  that 

.    .        '  his  heavy  cannon  produced  no  efFeft,  be  fprung  a  mine  on 
*'  the  3d  ofjulyy  which  made  a  prat^icable  breach.     He  th<?h 

prepared  to  ftorm  the  town  ;  but  the  general  not  caring  to 
Steinwycfa  tiazard  the  cbrifequcnces  of  an  aflault,  capitulated  upon  ho- 
fah/i.  jiourable  conditions'.  'In  this  fiege  the  prince  loft  about  700 
foldiers,  and  the  garrifon  more  than  half  that  number.  Se- 
veral deferters  were  excepted  in  the  articles,  furrendered, 
and  immecli  nely  hanged.  From  Stehnvych^  Maurice  pro- 
ceeded to  Oknarfch  in  the  territory  of  Twenie^  which  he  re- 
duced before  the  clofe*  of  the  month.  Then  he' inVefted 
Corvoerden^  z  ftrOngly  fortified  town  in  the  diftrift  of  I>rerjte. 
Before  any'progrefs  wa5  made  in  the  fiege,  tht  Spanijb  gc- 
neral  Verdugo^  having  been  ftrongly  reinforced  by  the  duke 
Of  Parma^.  marched  to  Qldenz&el^' vnih.  intention  to  relieve 
CorvoerJeny  deYended  l>y  the  fame  Haremberg  lately  mention- 
ed.. The  prince  with  300  men  went  to  reconnoitre  th€ 
enemy,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  a  letter  from 
Verdugo  to  the  governor,  acquainting  him,  that  he  propofed 
raifing  the  fiege,  by  attacking  Hohenlo's  quarters  early  next 
morning,  and  defiring  him  to  fccond  his  attack  by  a  vigor- 
ous fally.  Maurice  took  his  meafures,  he  was  attacked  in 
the  manner  expeSed,  but  received  the  enemy  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  they  retreated  in  great  confufion,  leaving  be 
bind  400  dead,  and  an  lequal  number  of  prifoners.  Defpair- 
ing'  of  relief,  the  governor  capitulated,  and  furrendered 
himfelf  a  fecond  time  to  his  coufin.upon  honour^^ble  condi- 
tions. After  repairing  the  fortifications,  the  prince  led  his 
afmy  into  Guelderland^  where,  dividing  his  troops,  he  can- 
^"  ■■  "toued  them  in  winter-quarters.  This  feafori  the  dukj^  of 
^"Pafma  attended  the  Spavj^  but  hisTiad  ftatc  of  health  pre- 
vented his  taking  any  (hare  in  the  government ;  and  indeed 

'*'     '^     iflie  unjuft  '  clamours   o(  th^  Spaniards  againft  his  conduS, 
'-'    obliged  hitfi"  to  write  prefilngly  to  the  king  to  pernfiit  him  to 
J-etire'i  but  jPi/7//>  had  tefo[ved  to  ufe'his  Tervices  another 
ba'mpaign  in  France^'.  .... 

Count  Manfueldt  had  for  thefe  two  campaigns  the  di- 
fcfllon  of  affairs  in  the  Netherlands^  as  depiity  to  the  duke 
of  Parma,  but  circumffances  obliged  him  to  leave  the  exectr- 
tion  to  the  count  ae  Fuenies,  ^oh  EJiavan  delbarr/7y  an^ci 
Verdugo.  To  gain  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Flemijh  rxo- 
Wity,  Philip  promoted   hiln  to  the  government  of  the7?w 
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Provinces  that  continued  in  their  allegiance.  The  duke 
d^Archot  was  made  particular  governor  oi  FUnders^  the  prince  - 
cle  Chimai  oP  Hainaulty  and  the  count  £ Har ember g  of  Artm. 
Tne  council  of  war,  h-jwever,  which  enjoyed  extenfive 
privileges,  rendered  the  provinces  dependent  on  the  general 
of  the  army  and  governor.  It  was  wholly  compofed  of 
Spaniards^  and  the  chief  authority  of  the  council  was  vefted 
in  Fuentes  and  Ibarra.  They  were  ftridly  enjoined  by  the 
king  to  be  extremely  frugal  of  the'  public  money,  and  to 
reform  the  abufcs  of  the  revenue  complained  of  under  the 
adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  Parma,  However,  to  give 
credit  to  the  new  government,  the  army  was  paid  the  ar- 
rears due,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  to  fupprefs  thofe 
mutinies  and  tumults  which* had  been  the  greatelt  prejudice 
to  the  affairs  of  Spain  in  the  Netherlands.  The  count  de 
Fuentes  immediately  propofed  feveral  alterations,  which  pro- 
'duced  divifions  in  the  .council  of  war.  They  were  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  but  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  feveral  of 
the  members.  Others  indeed  appeared  rigid,  though  they 
pa/Ted  into  an  ad  without  oppofuion.     On  the  5th  of  Ja^ 

'  tiuary^  Manfveldi  publiftied  an  ediS,  prohibiting  contribu- 
tions to  be  paid  to  the  enemy,  or  fafe  conducts  accepted, 
under  the  penalty  of  death;  and  military  execution.  The 
nobility  and  clergy  feeing  their  lands  pillaged  without  the  . 
poffibiHty  of  redrefs,  loudly  demanded  a  revocation  of  this 
cruei''^i£F.  To  countera6ttheefFe(Si:s  o^  Manfvddfs  cdon- 
nance,  th^  ftates  of  the  United  Provinces  publiflied  a  dec'a- 
ration  on  the  17th  of  February^  taxing  the  Spaniards  with 
cruelty,  exhorting  the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  with- 
out diftiniStipn  to  join  with  them  againft  their  cruel  op- 
preffors,  and  granting  them  to  the  firft  of  April  to  change 
their  fentiments  and  condudl ;  after  which  time  they  would  ^ 
give  no  quarter  to  prifoners,"or  thofe  who  refufed  to  pay  the 
Itipulated  contributions.  To  enforce*  their  declaration, 
count  Philip  of  Najjau  was  fent  with  a  ftrong  detachment 
to  levy  contributions  in  the  province  of  Luxemhurgh.  His 
foldiers  committed  (hocking  ravages,  and  the  count  Borlai* 
mont  retaliated  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Seven  Provinces, 
The  fituation  of  the  people  was  deplorable,  death  prefent- 
ing  itfelf,  and  all  the  horrors  of  war,  which  ever  way 
they  turned,  v/hatfoever  refolution  they  formed.  If  they 
complied  with  the  edi<9:  of  the  ftates,  they  were  fubjefl:  to  . 

.  legal  punifliment ;  if  they  refufed,  to  military  execution.^ 
At  the  fame  tin^s,  the  foldiers  of  the  Spanijl)  army  mutinied 
againft  a  decree,  "which. iatitled  them  to  no  quarter  after 
they  had  difdnn^grd    their  duty   \n    ihe   fit\^  and"  garri- 
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fon,  notwithftanding  their  defeat  might  be  the  confequeoee 
of  the  ignorance  of  their  commander  *. 
Gertray-        While  matters  were  in  this  ftate  of  confuiion^  prince 
denberg     Maurice  invefted    Gertruydenherg^  from  which  he  had  cut 
tefiegedt     off  all  convoys  of  provifions  and  ammunition  during  the 
preceding  feafon.    His  approaches  were  confiderably  re- 
tarded by  the  marfby  Htuation  of  the  place,  and  by  the  vi- 
gour of  the  garfifon,  which  confifted  of  a  thdufand  vetc- 
terans  well  inured  to  adion,  hardfbips  and   fatigue.    To 
prevent  the  enemies  throwing  in  fuccours  before  hb  works 
were  compleated,  the  prince  drew  lines  of  circumvallatton, 
fuch  as  for  ftrength  had  never  before  appeared  in  the  Neth&t' 
&n^j,. mounted  at  proper  diftances  with  more  than  an  hun- 
dred pieces  of  cannon.     In  a  word,  the  expence,  labour, 
and  genius,  beftowed  on  thcfc  lines  were  wonderful,  the 
camp  being  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions   by  the  ca- 
nal, guarded  with  intrenchments  equal  to  the  fortifications 
of  a  city,  and  the  indufirious  peafant  purfuing  his  rural  oc- 
cupations in  the  midft  of  war,  with  the  fame  fecurity  as  in 
the  moft  profound  peace.    From  this  it  appears,  that  the 
lines  took  in  a  confiderable  compafs  of  ground,  which  Gr0- 
iius  eflimates,  by  calling  the  walls   three  hours  walking 
round.    Soon  after  this  prodigious  work  was    finifhed,  a 
melTenger,  fent  from  the  governor  to  folicit  fuccours  from 
count  manfueldty  was  taken.     The  prince  ordered  him  to 
be  carried  round  the  lines,  and  then  difmiffed  with  the  go- 
vernor's letter,  to  report  what  he  had  fcen  to   the  count. 
This  would  have  effeilually  deterred  Manfveldt   from  at- 
tempting iht  relief  of  Girtruydenberg  at  fo  imminent  a  rifquc; 
but  the  council  of  war  imagined  it  would  be  (hameful  to 
fuSer  a  barrier  fo  important  to  be  loft  without  making  eX" 
traordinary  efforts.     They  were  determined   to   flop  the 
draughts  ordered  for  France^  in  order  to  reinforce  the  army 
fo   powerfully,  as  to  put  the  fuccefs  of  a  battle  beyond 
doubt.     Accordingly  the  army,    amounting  to  12,000  foot, 
and  3000  horfe,  was  affembled  at  Turnhoui.  >  With   this 
force,  Manfveldt  approached  the  lines,  which  he  found  were 
ftrong  and  regular  beyond  expectation.     He  erefted  batte- 
ries againft  prince  Maunce^s  quarter,  as  if  he  had  been  car- 
rying on  a  regular  fiege  i  but  finding  provifions  failing,  he 
removed  to  the  oppofite  quarter  commanded   by  JHobeJib' 
Here  he  employed  himfelf  in  filling  up  the  ditches  and  ca-r 
nals,  in  battering  the  lines,  and  making  regular  approaches  1 
y^hile  Maurice,  with. a  handful  of  men,  was  repelling h»s 

•  Grot.  ibid.    LeCtiEnc,  lib.  iv.    Met^ren,  lib.  xvii. 
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efforts,  advancing  his  works  towards  the  town,  battering  in 
breach,  and  at  the  fame  time  forming  lines  of  contravallation 
to  fecure  him  againft  the  fallies  of  the  garriibn.  The  art  of 
war,  as  then  known,  was  exhaufted  between  the  fruitful  ge- 
nius of  the  prince,  and  the  long  experience  of  Manfveldt^ 
grown  hoary  in  military  iervice  ;  when  at  length  the  garri- 
&n  capitulated,  after  having  loft  their  beft  officers.  Before 
a  parley  was  beat,  Manfoeldt^  by  a  letter,  acquainted  the  gar- 
rifon,  that  hp  intended  to  decamp,  and  defired  they  would 
not  be  difbeaftened,  for  he  would,  attempt  their  relief  by 
another  method*  The  mellenger  was  taken,  but  prince 
Maurice  fuffered  him  to  enter  the  town.  Mmfveldth  refo- 
lution  determined  the  commanding  c^cer  to  demand  terms  ; 
he  obtai^ied  honourable  conditions,  and  the  articles  were  . 
figned  on  the  25th  oif  ^une^  after  a  fiege  of  three  months  ^. 

Thus  cndfcd  the  fiege  oi  Gertruydenherg^  the  moft  remark-  ManA 
able  in  the  war  ;  in  which  the  befiegers  were  tbemfelves  veldt  a- 
befieged  by  a  greatly  fuperior  army,  commanded  by  one  oigainfoiUi 
the  l^ft  officers  in  the  Spamjh  fervice.    The  furirender  of  the  h  ^^ 
town  was  announced  to  ManfueUt  by  a  general  difcbarge  oiprina* 
the  artillery  on  the  lines  and  ramparts,  upon  which  he  im- 
mediately broke  up  his  camp,  and  retired,  greatly  chagrined, 
towards  the  Ifle  of  Bonneval^  with  defign  to  attack  Crevecaur. 
In  this  he  was  fruftrated  by  the  diligence  of  the  garrifon,  and 
a£tivity  %A Maurice ;  the  one  had  laid  the  country  under  wa- 
ter, and  the  other  marched  with  fuch  expedition,  that  he 
was  encamped  and  entrenched  on  the  only  acceffible  emi- 
nence near  the  town,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spantjh  army* 
Manfveldty  after  expreffing  his  aftoniihment  at  the  rapidity 
of  the  prince's  manoeuvres,  retired,  highly  difgufted  at  having 
been  thus  foiled  by  a  boy,  fending  ftrong  detachments  to  , 

VerdugQ  in  Prifeland^. 

The  prince's  next  exploit  was  to  break  off  the  commu- 
nication between  Germany  and  Groningen^  by  erefting  a  fort 
at  the  paiTage  Bourtange.  This  he  effe<^ed,  in  defiance  of 
the  utmpft  efforts  of  Verdugo ;  and  leaving  five  companies  of 
foot  for  its  di&feace,  iie  retired.  Verdugo^  being  povverfully 
reinforced  by  Manfveldt^  attacked  Fort  Bourtange^  but  was 
forced  by  the,  vigour  of.  the  garrifon,  and  fcarcity  of  provi- 
sions, to  relinquiib  the  enterprife  for  one  which,  if  fuccefs- 
ful,  would  be  more  decifive.  This  was  to  furprife  Maurice 
in  his  camp.  He  was  greatly  fuperior  in  ftrength,  and 
marched  with  fuch  filence  and  diligence,  that  he  did  not 

*»  Grot.  Hift.  lib,  iii.  p.  176,  Miteren.  lib.  vii.  Ben- 
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doubt  of  finding  the  prince  unprepared  ;  but  on  h'li  arrivat 
he.  perceived  the  confederate  army  under  arms,  an  intrench 
ment  began  the  night  before  almoft  finlflhed,  and  every  other 
mciafure  taken  to  baffle  his  proje£t.     Upon  this  he  began  to 
(kiimifii  wiih  the  out-partier,  in  hopes  of  drawing  Maurice 
out  of  his  intrenchments  ;  but  on  finding  him  too  cautious, 
retired  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  fent  his  troops  into 
ErJcf       winter-quarters.     The  ope,rations  of  the  year  ended  with  an 
the  cam-      abortive  attempt  made  by  Maurue  to  furprife  Bruges,  and 
jaign.         another  of  Man/veldt' Sy  equally  unfuccefsful,  to  penetrate  in- 
to Zealand^, 
A.  D.         PHILIP  had  now  con/erred  the  government  of  the 
1594.     Netherlands  upon  the  archduke  Erneft,  in  hopes  that  a  Ger- 
The  arch'  man  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Flemings^  'than  their 
4ri<e  Er-     &panijh  or  Italian  governors.  On  the  30th  of  January,  Erntjt 
nsiimade    jy^ade  his  publicf  entry  into  BruJJels,  attended  by  a  numerous 
governor     ^^^^^^q  of  the  nobility,  and  was  welcomed  with  loud  acchi- 
\^A-^'  "'^■^^^"''5   ^"^   grtzt  demonftrations   of  joy.     The  Vniui 
Provinces  were  terrified  that  the  war  would  now  be  renewed 
with  redoubled  vigour.     It  was  reported  that  the  new  go- 
vernor had  made  powerful  levies  in  Germany,  and  was  fully 
determined  to  fubdue  the  whole  Netherlands,  and  terminate 
a    war    tedious,     expenfive,     and     vexatious     lo    PW^- 
Thefe  fears,  however,  were  foon  quieted  by  cerroin  advice, 
that  the  levies  could  not  even  pals  in  revifew  for  want  of 
pay,   and  that  moft  of  them  were  already  defeated*     It  was 
likewife  a  favourable  circumftance  to  the  confederates,  that 
Ernr/i  being  a  foreigner,   unacquainted  with  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  ccJtintry,  muft  devolve  the  condu ft  of  affairs 
upon  others  ;  which  would   probstbly  breed  diilenfion,  and 
excite  jealoufy  among  the   enemy.     Their  conjeflure  was 
well-founded.     The  very  firfl  meafure  entered  upon  by  the 
archduke  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Spaniards.  He  found 
means  to  convey  a  letter  to  the  ftates-general,  in  wKich, 
after  pathetically  enumerating  the  calainities  of  war,  and  the 
diftreiles  of  the  provinces,  he  earnefily  exhorted  them  to 
think  of  peace,  and  propofe  fuch  terms  of  accommodatiofli 
as  he  might  reafonabjy  offer,   and  prcfs  upon  the  king.    I|^ 
this   particular  he  a£ted   with  honour  and  integrity  >  but  it 
.  was  imprudent  in  the  firft  ftep  of  his  adminiftration  to  give 
umbrage  to  the  Spaniards,  whofeintereft  it  was  to  continue 
the  war.     They  held  all  the  lucrative  places,  had  the  whole 
management  of  the   revenue,   and  acquired   immcnfe  for- 
tunes by  a  war  that  exhaufled  the  treafurcs  of  Spainy  and 
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brought  the  Netherlands  on  the  verge  of  deftrtfSion.     The 
letter  was  well  received,   but  anfwercd  in  a  manner  that 
ihewed  the  ftates^  were  determined  to  hazard  all  rather  than 
iubmit  on  any  terms  to  the  tyrant  who  had  fo  long  endea- 
voured to  fubvert  their  liberties.     This  negociation  was 
fcarce  finiflied,  when  a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  prince 
Maurice  was  detefted.     One  Michael  di  Renichm^  a  monk, 
^wras  feduced  by  the  count  Barlaimontf  and  other  noblemen, 
to  make  the  attempt,  and  inftru<Sted  in  the  manner.     He 
'ivas  feized,  and  exe(futed  at  the  Hague.  Soon  after,  a  fecond 
confpiracy  of  the  fame  nature  wUs  difcovered,  and  the  cri- 
xninai  hanged,  drawn,   and  quartered.     It  was  publickly 
averred,-  and  confirmed  by  the  teftimpny  of  the  expiring  cri- 
minal, that  the  archduke  was  privy  to  this  attempt,  that  it 
"Mras  planned  by  Ibarra^  and  debated  in  the  duke's  own  cabi-' 
net  council.     This  rendered  him  extremely  odfous  to  the 
confederates,  and  wiped  out  all  remembrance  of  the  kind- 
nefs  formerly  intended  by  his  letter.     It  indeed  perfuaded 
the  proteftants  that  he  was  a  hypocrite,  who  concealed  the 
darkeft  defigns  under  the  cloak  of  friendjfhip.     Both  parties 
fcfon  came  to  defmfe  him,   on  difcovering  that  he  was  a 
Weak,  diffblute  prmce,  directed  by  minions,  and  governed 
'by  women  ^. 

'While  the  puUic  were  forming  various  conjeSures  on  Gronin- 
thfe  chara6ier  of  the  new  governor,  Verdugo^  in  the  depth  of  g^^  /5^- 
iirmt^x^  aflembled  part  of  his  army,  and  clofely  blocked  \^^  J^e<red  and 
Cbevoerden,     But  the  obftinacy  of  the  garrifon  exhaufted  Itis  taken  by 
patience,  and  obliged  hi6i  to  withdraw  the  blockade.     The  prince 
garrifon  of  Gromngen  was  iikewife  defeated  in  an  attempt  lilauricer 
to  furprife  fort  Delfz^leL     Nor  was  prince  Maurice  more  for- 
tunate in  the  enterprifes  formed  againft  Bolduc  and   Mas- 
'Jirieht  ;  one   of  which   mifcarried   by   accident,  the    other 
through  the  mifconduft  of  his  officers.   But  the  great  obje£l; 
■was,  the  reduction  of  Groningen^  to  effect  which  the  ftatcs 
made  numerous  levies  .  in  Germany.     Count  Solmes  happily 
conduced  thefe  new  troops  to  the  prince's  camp,  amidft  all 
.  the*  Schemes  and  ambufcades  laid   in  their  way  by  Verdugo. 
Maurice  immediately  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  on  the 
a6th  of  March  inverted  Groningen  with  ten    thoufand  foot, 
and  two  thoufand    horfe.     The    garrifon   was  fimimoned, 
and  they  returned  a  refolute  anfwer ;  upon  which  the  prince 
opened  his  batteries,  mounted  with  fixty  pieces  of  battering 
cannon.     The  attack  and  defence  were  equally  vigorous. 
Xhebfefiegers  fet  the  town  on  fire  with  red-hot  bullfets,  but 
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tiiis  produced  no  tStOi  on  the  garrifon.    k^  the  former  ad- 
vanced their  works,  the  latter  multiplied  their  (allies,  and 
fought  with  defperate  fury.     Maurice  at  Jaft  fpniDg  a  mine, 
by  which  he  gained  the  ravelin.    This  gave  the  mft  fhock 
to  the  confiancy  of  the  befii^ed,  particularly  of  the  burghers, 
who  dreaded  an  aflault.    The  foldiers  however  would  have 
ftood  the  confequence,  but  the  clamours  of  the  townfmen  pre- 
vailed, a  parly  was  demanded,  and  articles  of  capitulation  were 
figned  the  24th  of  ^0^  ^     William  of  Naffau  was  appointed 
governor,  with  five  companies  of  foot,  to  fupport  his  autho- 
rity, and  maintain  the  right  he  aiTumed  of  chufing  the  ma« 
gittrates.     Six  companies  more  were  quartered  in  the  fub- 
urbs,  thr  great  extent  of  the  city  rendering  an  extraordinary 
garrifon  neceilary. 
Jdutirn  9f     While  Mauria  was  purfuing  his  conquefts,  the  utmoft 
tbt  Spa-     conf ufion  appeared  in  the  Spanijh  army  under  VerdugOj  whde 
aiih  tffw^.  regiments  refufing  toad,  to  acknowledge  military  diicipline, 
and  even  menacing  the  life  of  their  general,  unlefs  their  paj 
was  advanced.     The  wretched  inhabitants  were  die  chi« 
fufFerers  in  all  thofe  tumults ;  they  were  pillaged  without  re- 
morfe,  and  their  eiFeds  feized  as  legal  plunder.     Two  Spa- 
nijh  regiments  of  foot  revolted  in  PicarJ^y  where  they  omb- 
mitted  the  moft  terrible  diforders.    Two  thoufand  foot,  and 
«ne  thoufand  Italian  and  Spanijh  horfe,  feized  on  Sicbem  in 
Brabant^  demanded  their  pay,  and  a£ked  as  if  it  had  been  due 
to  them  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood.    No  fooner  was  one  mutiny  appeafed,  than  another 
appeared ;  the  archduke's  authority  was  defpifed,  aind  the 
mutineers  at  length  became  fo  formidable,  that  they  threat- 
ened the  city  of  pruffilsj  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  Sfmtijb 
government  in  the  Nethirlands.    Apprehending  that  force 
might  be  ufed  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  they  tampered 
with  prince  Maurice^  and  demanded  to  know  if  he  would 
afford  them  a  retreat,  and  protection.    Indolent  as  the  arch- 
duke was,  he  dreaded  the  confequences  of  this  laft  overture, 
alTembled  9  coniiderable  body  of  troops  appeafed  by  the  ad- 
vance of  their  pay,  and  ordered  don  Lttvii  de  Velafco  to 
inarch  againft  the  rebels.  They  had  built  fome  forts,  which 
Velafco  attacked  with  fiich  impetuofity  as  obliged  the  be- 
iieged  to  withdraw,  unite  themfelves  in  a  body,  and  take 
ihelter  in  the  territory  of  Langueftraat^  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gertruydenbergy  where  thev  were  proteded  by  the  confe- 
derate army  and  garrifons.    Though  the  mutineers  would 
not  confent  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  ftates^  the  prince 
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found  it  his  intereft  to  keep  up  the  d^ifion,  by  which  the 
Spani/h  army  was  weakened.  The  rebels  were  no  expence 
to  the  United  Provinc^Sy  for  they  fupported  themfelves  by  ex- 
curfions  into  the  Spamjb  Nitberlandsy  in  .which  they  i^ere  ' 
affifted  by  a  body  of  confederate  cavalry.  Notwithftanding 
this  defertion^  the  diligence  of  the  council  of  war  aflembled 
an  army  of  eleven  thoufand  men)  with  which  (he  archduke 
blockea  up  Cambray^  held  by  Balagney^  who  had  hitherto  pre- 
ferved  a  ftri£t  neutralitv.  This  meafure  produced  no  other 
efieiEt  than  obliging  Balagney  to  declare  for  the  confederates. 
T'he  governor  of  Camiray  made  incurfions  into  the  Spani/b 
territories,  carrying  terror,  and  defolat ion  to  the  gates  of 
Arras  and  Valenciennes  s.  In  Return,  the  archduke  laid  wafte 
not  only  the  diftn£l  round  Camire^^  but  the  frontiers  of 
France^  which  produced  a  letter  from  Hmry  IV.  to  the  cities 
of  Hainatdt  and  Artois^  complaining  of  the  ufage^  and 
threatening  retribution,  unlefs  the  Spanifi)  troops  were  im- 
mediately withdrawn.  The  letter  was  fent  to  the  archduke^ 
who  referred  the  contents  to  the  aflembly. 

_       Whin  the  aflembly  met  at  Bruffeky  the  French  monarch's  The  affem-^ 
letter  made  but  a  fmall  part  of  their  bufinefs.    Difputes  and  hly  con* 
contentions  arofe  between  the  Flemings  and  Spaniards,    The  ^voked. 
duke  d^Archot  refufed  appearing  at  the  firft  meeting,  becaufe     .    j^ 
the  count  de  Fuentesj  a  Spaniard^  was  to  have'a  fuperior  feat   ^*  ^* 
at  the  board.    The  archduke  opened  the  congrefs  with  a     '595*1 
long  ipeech,  in  Spanijbj  recommending  pacific  meafures  ;  or 
if  that  v^as  found  impradicable,  exhorting  the  aflembly  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  in  terminating  the  war  by  the  fwotd.  n^  Fle- 
Next  day  the  fame  topics  were  repeated  in  French^  and  ap-  mingsjea* 
proved  by  the  clergy,  and  a  great  number  of  moderate  per-  louseftbe 
fons.     On  the  contrary,  Arcboty  though  he  had  firmly  ad-  Spani- 
hered  to  the  king,  highly  refented  the  influence  of  foreigners,  •'ds* 
He  faid  that  his  majefty's  loyal  Flemijb  fubje<£b  were  a  fufii- 
cient  defence  of  his  authority ;  that  the  provinces  had  been 
ruined  by  the  avarice  of  foreigners,  who  found  their  intereft 
in  fomenting  a  civil  war  $  and  diligently  fupplied  with  fuel 
the  fire  of  difcord,  lighted  by  their  mifcondud.    He  aiked 
what  the  Spaniards  would  have  done,  had  Philip  been  hedged 
round  at  Madrid  with  Flenajh  counfeljors,  who  ihould  ex- 
clude natives  from  the  royal  perfon,  from  all  places  of  truft, 
influence,  and  profit  ?    The  Netherhndsy  he  faid,  wece  fub-* 
jeA  to  Philips  not  to  Spain.    Charles  V.  had  thought  them 
worthy  of  the  imperial  refidence;  he  did  not  convert  them 
into  paftures  to  fatten  flarved  and  emaciated  Spaniards.    He 
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then  ran  into  iiivedtlvts  againft  tbecondu^of /^2tfn/^i;  anj 
concluded  with  afifirmmg,  that  peace  could  never  he  re&ored 
to  the  provinces  until  foreigners  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
privileges  of  the  people  committed  to  thofe  who  were  excited 
to  preferve  the  country,  by  nature,  duty,  and  intereft.  h- 
chot's  fpcech  highly  offended  the  Spaniards^  but  it  was  well 
received  by  the  reft  of  the  affembly.  The  archduke  then 
propofcd  three  queftions  :  Whether  peace  was  fo  abfolutciy 
neceffary  as  to  be  obtained  on  conditions  contrary  to  the 
king's  inclination  ?  Whether  terms  which  had  Before  been' 
refufed  to  the  rebels  (hould  be  now  granted  ?  and.  Whether 
the^fame  ends  could  not  be  attained  by  other  means  ?  To 
'  this  all  the  Flemings  unanimoufly  anfwercd,  that  peace  was 
neceffary,  honourable,  and  very  poffible  ;  in  a  word,  that  it 
was  the  befi  and  moft  practicable  meafure.  Ernejlthtn- 
broke  up  the  affembly,  with  an  affarance  that  he  would  lay  j 
their  fentiments  before  the  king,  and  enforce  them  fo  j 
ffrongly,  that  he  had  no  doubts  about  the  fucccfs  :  howeyer,  { 
it  appeared  by  his  intercepted  letter  to  Philips  that  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  demonflrate  to  that  prince  the  impoffibih'ty  of , 
reftoring  the'  tranquillity  of  the  provinces,  except  by  the  j 
fword  :  fentiments,  probably,  dilated  by  tfte  Spmfi  \ 
council  ^. 
France  <^-  All  this  time  not  the  fmallefl  regard  was  paid  to  thekiflg 
dares  tuar  of  Franct*s  letter ;  it  was  not  even  mentioned  to  the  affembly. 
againft  Henry  IV.  therefore  publi&ed  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
Philip.  Philip ;  and  the  archduke  then  wrote  to  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces, to  prepare  for  their  own  defence.  There  could  not 
be  a  more  glaring  inftancc  of  the  abfurdity  of  the  Spcaifi 
councils,  than  involving  the  kingdom  faunncccffarily  ina 
war  with  a  powerful  and  fpirited  monarch,  forced  now  by 
private  intereft  into  an  alliance  with  the  United  Proviiueu 
Mutual  preparations  were  making  ^  the  king  of  Spain  pub- 
liflied  a  counter-declaration  at  Brujfek ;  the  forces  of  the 
flates  joined  the  duke  of  Bouillon  at  Luxeinburghy  and  in  the 
Tl:>e  arch-  mean  time  the  archduke  £r«^  yielded  up  his  laft  breath, 
Jifke  dies,  appointing  the  count  de  Ftuntes  to  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  Fuentes  was  approved  by  the  king,  and  vett- 
ed with  the  fame  authority  as  count  Manfveldt  enjoyed. 
Still,  however,  the  government  apparently  continued  in  the 
V  hands  of  the  council  of  flate,  though  the  count,  by  com- 
manding the  army  and  finances,  poflefled  great  autho- 
rity. His  promotion  was  highly  difpleafing  to  the  natives, 
and  the  firft  a£l  of  his  gov^ernment  heightened  t^cir  averiioii. 
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,Under  pretence  of  queUing  a  tumult,  of  German  foldiers  in 
BruJJik^  he  ikddted  the  city  with  a  numerous  Spanijh  garrifon; 
the  burghers  complained,  the  operation?  in  the  field  fufFer^ 
ed  \  but  Fuentes  was  headltrong  and  immoveable.  The  late 
mutinies  were  not  yet  appeafed,  and  the  great  fcarcity  of 
corn  excited  other  tumults.  All  degrees  of  men  in  the 
Span'Jh  NetberLnds  now  more  ardently  than  ever  wifhed  for 
peace,  but  the  prorpe6l  was  at  a  great  diftance.  Confe- 
rences were  fet  on  foot  with  prince  Maurice^  and  rendered 
fruitlefs  by  the  intrigues  of  Fuentes  and  the  Spaniards.  In- 
deed fuch  terms  were  demanded  by  the  ftates,  as  Philip  was 
not  yet  fufficicntly  humbled  to  grant.  .    . 

As  foon  as  the  negociations  of  peace  were  broken  ofF,  Hs  coit- 
prince  Maurice^  though  extremely  weakened  by  the  ftrong  </«^?. 
-reinforcements  feiit  to  the  duke,  of  Bouillon^  took  the  field, 
as  if  he  intended  to  fall  upon  Bolduc  \  and  Fuentes  oppofed 
Madragonio  \\\my  then  abolit  eighty  years  of  age.     After 
various  feints,  Maurice  appeared  before  Gn/,  in  the  territory 
of  Zutphen^  in  hopes  of  reducing  the  place  in  a  few  days, 
on  intelligence  that  the  garrifon  was  ill  provided.     He  was  • ' 
carrying  on  his  approacuts,  when  Madrago7i  appeared  with 
^1,000  foot  and  1000  horfe,  and  obliged  h\m  to  relinquifh 
the  enterprife:  fome  confequent  manceavres  produced  a  (kir-  ^ 
mi(h  between  the  cavalry  of  both  armies,  in  which  Philip   , 
of   Najffak  was   wounded,    and  the  confederates  worfted. 
Maurice  next  made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  furprife  Meurs^ 
after  which  both  armies  retired  into  quarters.^ 

After  the  affair  of  Brujfsls^  Fuentes  determined  fo  to., 
regulate  his  conduS,  that  the  Flemings  {hould  be  forced  to 
efteem,  if  they  could  not  be  induced  to  love  his  perfon. 
He  now  unej{pe<5ledly  renewed  the  nesiociations  with  prince 
Maurice^  poiTibly  to  amufe  both  the  Flemings  and  the  ftates, 
but  was  new  modelling  the  army,  as  if  he  doubted  the  iuc- 
cefsof  ^he  conferences.  Though  he  failed  in  the  dtfign  of 
a  general  peace,  he  managed  maiters  with  fuch  addrefs,  that 
the  Italian  and  Spanijh  mutineers,  protefted  by  the  prince, 
returned  to  their  duty  :  he  had  numerous  forces  in  the  field. 
Vilafco^  conftable  of  Caffile,  was  at  the  head  of  an  army  in  1 

Burgundy ;  IVaramben  commanded  aiiother  army  in  Artois. 
and  Picardyy  a  third  was  oppofed  under  Madragon  to 
prince  Maurice^  and  a  fourth  afted  in  Luxemburg  under 
the  direction  of  Verdugo,  It  was  not  the  diligence  of 
Fuentes  alone  the  ftates  had  to  combat ;  greater  difficulties 
a;ofe  on  the  fide  of  their-ftUies.     Queen  Elizat^eth  loudly 

i  Id.  iftid. 

com- 


h8    ^  Tbe.Hi/loryofthelJniti^PTOymct$9 

Elizabeth  complained  of  the  ftriSt  union  entered  into  with  Henry  IV«  « 
re/ents  the  yet  had  this  monarch  compelled  them  into  the  alliance  by 
edtanee  ^^  threatening  to  make  peace  with  Spairij  and  (uffcr  PbiSp  to 
tbejates  employ  his  whole  ftrength  in  the  Netherlands*  The  policy  of 
^^^  the  queen  direded  that  the  ftates  ihould  not  fall  under  the 
HeniylV.  jon^jnion  of  Philips  and  yet  ihe  could  not  bear  to  fee  them 
independent.  The  vaft  commercial  fchemes  planned  about 
this  time  in  Holland^  and  the  fucceisful  expeditions  of  cer«* 
tain  merchants  to  the  Eaft  Indies^  excited  her  jealoufy  i  the 
bold  and  enterprifing  genius  of  the  French  monarch  like- 
wife  gave  her  umbrage;  (he  had  refufed  that -prince  four 
regiments,  though  the  city  of  Nevis  engaged  to  pay 
the  fubfidy ;  but  fhe  willingly  confented  that  her  troops 
ihould  garrifon  Dieppe^  Boidogne^  and  Calais  ;  an  ofier  of 
frietidihip  which  Henry  was  too  penetrating  to  accept. '^  She 
ient  her  ambaifador  Thomas  Bodley^  to  complain  to  the  ilates 
of  their  fending  fuccours  to  France^  while  they  were  thein- 
felves  fupported  by  the  Englijh  forces.  The  ftates  pleaded 
the  neceffity  of  making  a  diverfion  to  keep  the  whole  weight 
of  Spain  from  falling  upon  the  provinces.  Not  fatisSed 
with  this  anfwer,  the  ambaiTador  demanded  repavment  of  the 
money  lent  by  the  queen  to  the  provinces  in^  tneir  diftrefs, 
though  the  treaty  imported  that  the  money  ihould  not  bere« 
imburfed  before  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  BodUy^  to  en* 
force  his  demands,  added  menaces,  and  hinted  that  her  ma- 
jefty  would  take  fuch  meafures  as  would  prove  very  dif- 
.  agreeable  to  the  ftates,  in  cafe  of  refufal.  It  was  not  the 
bufinefs  of  the  United  Provinces  to  come  to  a  rupture  with 
England:  they  therefore  endeavoured  to  appeafe  her  majeily  ; 
they  befought  her  to  refle£^  on  the  conjundure  of  affairs  ; 
they  pleaded  inability,  exaggerated  their  lodes  at  fea,  the  in- 
undation of  their  country,  and  the  great  expeiice  incurred 
in  equipping  a  fleet  to  join  her  navy  againft  the  Spaniards. 
In  faft,  however,  the  Dutch  were  grown  rich  by  dbe  war ; 
the  queen  therefore  could  not  admit  their  excufes,  alledg- 
ing,  that  if  they  could  fupply  the  king  of  France  with 
money,  they  could  not  furely  be  at  a  lofs  for  the  n^eans 
to  pay  their  juft  debts  :  ihe  taxed  them  with  ingratitude, 
and  again  reminded  them  of  their  deplorable  fituation  when 
ihe  generoufly  took  them  under  her  protcSion.  The 
Dutch  might  juftly  have  retorted,  that  the  affiftancc  granted 
proceeded  more  from  a  fenfe  of  her  own  intereft,  than  from 
motives  of  generofity  and  compaffion  5  but  they  chofe  to 
tcmporife,  to  deprecate  the  queen's  WJtath  by  fubmiffion, 
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Ihd  obtain  areffHtey  by  funtiflitng  her  with  a  fleet  of  tweiSty- 
fbur  men  of 'war,  ^>pointed  to  join  the  Englijh  fquadroa 
defttned  iqpon  an  enterprife  againft  the  Spamards. 

Ik  die  mtdft  of  thefe  altercations^  king  PhiUp  appointed  j^/^^.  pu« 
the  crardinal  archduke  Alhri  to  the  government  of  the  Low  lip's  ^^. 
Countries:  the  defign  was  well  laid,  and  more  itti^\j  Jigns  anJ 
founded  than  was  at  firft  imagined.  Born  to  vaft  poiTeiEons^  projtSu 
and  ftill  vafl:erdefign8.  Philips  after  a  long  dream  of  am«* 
bition  »id  univerfal  monarchy,  was  now  depreffed  with 
difappointmcst,  broken  with  age  and  infirmity,  and  dif^ 
l^mpered  in  mind  by  continual  care  and  fdicitude.  Hither-^ 
to  bad  he  facrificed  his  health,  his  eafe,  and  all  the  plea-r 
iiires  of  life,  to  vain  glory  and  empt^  proje£l[s ;  bat  now  his 
thoughts  were  turned  towards  obtaming  that  re&  and.quiec 
which  he  never  fuffered  the  world  or  himfelf  to  experience. 
His  dcfigns  on  France  and  England  had  terminated  in  events 
Ae  moft  ccmtrary  to  thofehe  propofcd ;  and  inftead  offubdu- 
iiig  the  fpirit  of  his  rebellious  fubjeds  in  the  Nethirktndsf 
ke  ikw  himfelf  difpoflcfled  of  (even  provinces,  obliged  to 
hold  the  reft  upon  the  uncertain  tenure  of  a  deftrudive  war; 
by  his  obfttnate  ambition  he  had  given  birth  to  a  power*- 
fill  republic,  whofe  grandeur  fiiould  be  reared  on  the  ruins 
of  his  dominions.  His  pride  hovrever  difdained  the  thoughts 
of  propofing  peace  to  his  scvolted  fulgefb  in  his  own  name  % 
yet  he  wiflied  &r  the  means  of  accompUihing  that  end,  with- 
out prejodice  to  his  honour:  he  refolved  therefore  to  commie 
^h  important  bufinefs  to  cardinal  Albert^  intending^  that  if 
he  could  ftthdue  the  provinces,  he  Ihould  govern  them  as 
Spantfi  domhitons;  if  that  was  in  vain  attempted,  he  ihould, 
I^  a  maniage  with  the  infanta  £lara  Ifabella  Eugenia^  xt-^ 
tme  xh/&  Netberkmds  in  dowry,  become  their  prince,  and 
with  this  provifion  only,  that  they  Ihould  revert  to  the 
Spanijh  monarchy  in  cafe  the  infanta  died  without  ifTue^ 
The  king  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  birth  and  manners 
:  of  Albert^  a  German  born,  the  affable  fweet  difpofltion  oP 
:  Ifabella  J  and  the  prefence  of  a  native  prince^  might  con- 
I  tribute  more  to  fubdue  his  ftubborn  people,  than  the  force 
I.  and  rigour  of  his  former  meafures ;  at  the  worft,  the  cardi-  * 
I  nal  could  make  peace,  without  afle£ting  the  grandeur,  or 
\  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  the  Spdnijb  monarchy,  (hould 
I  he  find  arms  inefFedtual.  In  purfuitof  this  refolution,  P^/-* 
lip  made  the  utmoft  preparations  for ''war,  thoCigh  his  inten-. 
tions  were  altogether  pacific ;  every  thing  was  reafonably 
expefled  from  the  adminiftration  of  Albert^  who  had  pafied 
twenty-fix  years  in  Spain  highly  efteemed,  and  governed 
Portugal  in  quality  of  viceroy,  with  great  approbation^ 
Mod,  Hist.  Vol.  XXXI.  K  Before 
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Brforc  he  quitted  Spairij  he  procured  the  liberty  of  PhiBp 
WiHiam  de  Naffau^  prince  of  Orange^  and  ddeft  fon  of  the 
late  prince  Tf^lliam  of  Orange^  after  he  had  lived'  twenty- 
eight  years  in  a  kind  of  captivity  :  nor  was  this  ftifficiept, 
he  prevailed  on  the  king  to  reftore  him  to  his  titles,  eftates, 
and  honours  ;  perfuaded  that  this  a£l  would  prove  grateful 
to  the  United  Provinces^  and  ufeful  to  the  royal  caufe,  as  the 
prince  had  been  from  his  infancy  bred  in  the  rigid  principles 
of  popery.  Philip  of  Orange  accompanied  Albert  in  his 
.  voyage  to  Italy^  and  was  by  him  fent  to  the  court  oTRame ; 
where  he  was  received  with  the  utmoft  refped*  As  foon 
as  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  had  certain  ad- 
vice of  what  was  tranfa£ted,  they  fent  an  ambafly  to  tlie 
prince,  congratulating  him  on  his  deliverance,  profeffing 
the  utmoft  efteem  to  his  father's  memory,  and  affe£lion 
for  his  family ;  but  at  the  fame  time  lamenting  his  change 
of  principles,  from  which  the  Spaniards  boafted  they  ibould 
derive  great  advantages.  They  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  a 
prince  of  the  family  of  Najfau^  the  fon  and  reprefentative  of 
William  of  Orange^  thatftrenuous  aflerter  of  freedom.  Would 
never  fwerve  from  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  tbofe  maxims 
which  rendered  the  memory  of  his  heroic  parent  immortal. 
They  admoniffaed  his  highnefs  to  defer  his  intention  of  re- 
turning to  his  native  country,  to  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, and  until  fuch  paflports  as  were  neceilary  to  his  fafety 
could  be  obtained.  This  meflage  the  prince  anfwered  by 
a  letter  couched  in  the  moft  obliging  terms,  profeffing  his 
fincere  regard  for  the  provinces,  and  offering  the  ftrongeft 
atTurances  that  his  whole  endeavours  (hould  be  direfled  to 
obtain  for  them  ajuft  and  honourable  peace.  Such  was 
the  iituation  of  affairs  at  the  time  cardinal  Albert  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  government.  "*  (A) 
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SECT. 

(A)  Though  we  have  in  a  minoas  war»  in  which  they  were 

former  volume  given  an  expli-  fo  long  and  deeply  engaged. 

cit  detail  of  the  rife,  origin,  and  Grotius  affirms,    that  the  pro- 

progrefs  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  In-  vinces  of  Holland  and  Zeal^md 

dia  company,  which  gave  birth  alone  fent  yearly  70,000  failors 

to  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  to  fea,  and  were  |then  the  moft 

the  republic,  we  cannot  avoid  formidable  naval  power  in  Eu^ 

mentioning  their  prefent  naval  ro/f  (i).     This   year  they  built 

flrength^inthemidilofabloody  200  ihips,    in  which   nomber 

(i)  Gru^m  Hiji,  ttb^  ^ 

our 


er  Ripithlit  of  Holland; 
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SECT.    V. 

Containing  the  admniftration  of  cardinals  Albert ;  thi 
death  of  Philip  11.  ahd  of  p'ien  Elizabeth  5  with 
other  particulars. 

CA  R  I>  1 N  A  L  Albert  difpatchirig  matters  in  tialy^  quit-    A.  U. 
ted  Turin  on  the  agth  of  SeptenAer  1595,  and  arrived    1596. 
in  Luxiwburg  on  the  aoth  of  January  following  ;  thence  he  Cardinat 
pofted  to  Namur^  in  order  to  aflemble  the  troops,  and  make  Albert 
preparations  for  pulhing  vigoroufly  the  War  with  Prarue  \  made  go- 
which  was  the  firft  objefts  of  his  politicks.     Here  he  was  'oernw  of 
congratulated  by  crouds  of  the  nobility,  an^  the  count  de  '^'  ^o^ 
Fumtis  waited  upon  the  cardinal   to  mrrender  his  truft,  CountriesA 
and  give  him  the  necei&ry  information  concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  country. 

Henry  IV,  in  the  mean  time  was  bulled  in  profecuting  the 
war  I  he  cbaced  the  Spaniards  out  of  Burgundy ^  forced  the 
duke  de  Mayenne  to  fue  for  an  accommodation,  and  now 
beiieged  k  Fere^  a  ftrong  town  in  Picardy^  which  he  re- 
duced under  his  obedience.  The  cardinal  however  retalia-  ^ 
ted  by  invefiing  Calais^  and  obliged  the  garrifon  to  Surren- 
der ;  it  was  immediately  after  this  fucc^fs,  that,  by  advice  of 
the  Spanifl)  provinces,  he  formed  the  refolution  of  laying 
liege  tQ  Ojiendy  then  garrifoned  by  kngltjh  forces ;  but  de- 


our  author  probably  includes 
finall  draft  and  coafting  ve/Ieis. 
I)aring  the  courfe  of  the  war 
^ith  Spainy  not  lefs  than  400 
Slips  went  annually  to  Lisbon^ 
CadtZj  St.  Lucar,  and  other 
ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal  i  (2) 
at  which  illicit  commerce  the 
king  connived*  knowing  it  tm 
be  neceflary  to  hit  fubjeds,  tho' 
advantageous  to.  his  enemies. 
The  reciprocal  neceflity  of  both 
fiates  obliged  them  mutually  tp 
tolerate  and  even  cultivate  their 
trafHc>  under  the  difguife  of  the 
fliips  hoifting  foreign  coldurs. 
In  confeqaence  however  of  a 
i^monftrance  fent  to  Philip  this 


year  by  the  provinces  of  Hain» 
ault  and  Artois,  he  feized  upon 
al}  the  Dutch  fhips  trading 
to  the  king's  ports ;  a  Dut^ 
fquadron,  in  conjandion  with 
l^eEngliJh  navy,  was  deftroy-* 
ing  the  Spanijh  fleet  in  the  port 
of  Cadiz,  aififting  in  the  re*" 
dudion  of  that  city,  ondermin* 
ing  the  Portuguefe  commerce 
in  the  %aft  Indies,  ruining  their 
fettlements,  and  ravaging  the 
Spanijh  plantations  in  the  We^ 
InJies  I  fo  early  did  the  can- 
ning, the  artifice,  and  com-^ 
ihercial  fpirit  of  this  tepobUd 
didinguifh  itfelf. 
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ferrcd  the  enterprife  as  imprafUqable  fo  late  in  the  feafofly 
in  order  to  beftpw  his  whole  attention  on  the  reduf^ion  of 
Hulft.  Count  Solmes  commanded  the  garrifon,  he  took 
every  precaution  to  render  the  cardinaKs  approach  di£Scult« 
To  draw  o£F  the  attention  of  prince  Maurice  from  his  prin- 
cipal objed,  the  cardinal  made  a  feint  as  if  his  defign  was 
on  Breda ;  this  obliged  the  prince  to  fend  part  of  the  garri* 
fon  tofuccour  that  city,  upon  which  Alb^t  made  a  fudden 
turning,  and  fat  down  before  the  former :  the  furrounding^ 
marfhes  and  canals  greatly  obftru£l:ed  his  operations,  and 
fort  Najfau  ftill  kept  open  a  communication  between  the 
befieged  and  the  provinces ;  the  artillenr  on  both  fides  play- 
ed with  fury,  and  the  garrifon  maae  frequent  vigorous 
fallies  ;'  but  fome  failure  in  the  execution  of  prince  Mau-* 
'  nr^'s  orders,  obliged  them  on  the  17th  of  ^»,g^  to  capitu- 
Heredw  late,  on  conditions  extremely  honourable.  In  this  fiege 
f^i  Hulft.  the  cardinal  loft  3000  men,  among  whom  was  the  famous 
.  ivtMi  deBbme^  marefcbal.of  the  league,  known  in  the  French 
hiftorians  by  the  name  of  Chriftian  Cbavtgni.  Though 
count  Solmes  had  made  fpirited  efforts  in  defence  of  Ht^^ 
the  province  of  Zealand  was  incenfed  to  fee  a  place,  the  fortm- 
cations  of  which  had  coft  fome  millions  of  livtes^  loft  in  fo 
^^'  Y*  feort  a  time  :  in  refentment  he  was  deprived  of  his  rcgi- 
^59^*  ment;  but  the  ftates  general  judging  more  favourably  of  his 
condufi,  received  him  again  into  their  fervice.  Some 
writers  alledgc,  .that  he  had  orders  from  prince  Maurice 
not  to  ftand  an  aflault,  but  to  preferve  the  garrifon  for  more 
important  fervices ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  prince,  greatly 
wanted  a  reinforcement,  his  inferiority  on  account  of  the 
detachments  fent  to  France^  and  numerous  body  of  troops 
now  on  the  f^^ni]/^  expedition  under  the  earl  of  Effex^ 
preventing  his  keeping  the  field,  and  facing  the  cardinal^ 
who  had  30,000  men  at  the  fiege  of  Hulfl  ^ 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year  a  treaty  offenfive  and  defenfive 
A  treaty    ^^  concluded  between  the  queen  of  England  and  the  French 
llblijind    '^'"^'  to  which  all  princes  and  ftates  were  invited  to  accede. 
0Md  Hen-  '^*l^  United  Provinces  were  highly  delighted  with  an  alliance 
ty  IV.    '  ^bich  permitted  them  to  lirJc  themftlves  more  clofdy  to 
Henrfy  without  giving  umbrage  to  Elizabeth.    Accordingly, 
in  the  month  of  ISo^ernber^    they  figned    a  treaty  with 
,  that  monarch,  whereby  they  agreed  to  pay  him  die  fum  of 
450,000  florins  for  the  maintenance  of  4000  foot  to  be  em- 
ployed in  France^  unlefs  Philip  ihould  attack  ihcUnited Pre^ 
vinces.  In  return,  the  king  granted  the  ftates  very  cxtraordi-^ 

J  MbtskbNj  ibid* 
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nary  commercial  privileges ;  aoiotig:  otberv,  that  tbeir  fitb- 
je6i8  (hould  be  exempted  from  the  rights  of  AubaiMy  aS  tbej 
are  called ;  whereby  the  goods  of  foreign  merchants  dying 
in  France^  ^  became  the  king's  property.^ 

It  was  now  that  the  Englijb  and  Dutch  fleets, .  under  Expedition 
the  lord  darks  Howard  admiral  of  England^  and  the  earl  /^Cadtz. 
of  EJfex  general  of  the  combined  land-forces,  fet  fail  from 
PhftMutby  and  anchored  on  the  weft  fide  of  theifland  of  Ca- 
diz.  The  Spanijh  ihips  of  war  retiring  into  the  Puntaly  were 
vigoroufly  attacked;  the  engagement  lafted  from  break  of  day  . 
till  noon^  when  the  enemy  perceiving  their  galleons  miler- 
stbly  Shattered,  and  their  men  fflaughtered,  refoived  to  fet 
.  their  vefiels  on  fire,  and  run  them  on  fhore.  Here  the  defol- 
iation was  terrible ;  but  three  fhips  were  faved,  and  taken 
by  the  Englijb.  Immediately  after  this  fuccefs,  the  earl  of 
EJix  debarked  with  800  men  at  Puntalj  and  advancing 
brifkly  againft  a  body  of  Spaniards,  forced  them  to  retreat 
to  Cadiz,  and  purfued  them  fo  clofely,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  in  too  much  confufion  to  re&cSt  on  the  proper  mea-, 
Aires  fot  their  defence.  The  Englijb  burft  open  the  gates, 
entered  the  city,  and  after  a  fliort  ikirmiih  in  the  fbeets, 
obliged  the  garrifon  to  retire  to  the  caftle ;  where  they  fooa 
capitulated/  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  orr 
ders  to  burn  the  merchant-ihips  that  had  taken  fhelter  in 
port  ReaL  Two  millions  of  ducats  were  ofiered  for  their 
ranfom;  which  the  Englijb  admiral  rejeSing,  he  be^an  fet- 
ting  than  on  fire,  though  the  duke  de  JHo£fia  SiJmta  found 
means  to  fave  great  part  of  their  cargoes.  This  expedition  ^ 
was  a  fevere  blow  to  Spain ;  befides  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
the  merchantmen,  the  king  loft  two  galleons,  thirteen  (hips  . 
of  war,  twenty-four  veflels  laden  with  merchandife  for 
the  India  ;  in  a  word,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions 
of  ducatoons.  Cadiz  was  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  the 
comlMned  fleet  put  again  to  Tea,  loaded  with  rich  booty, 
though  the  expedition  might  have  turned  out  to  much 

Sreatetadv^tage,  had  itbeenjudicioufly  conduced.  The 
"yutch  writers  mention  an  obliging  letter  fent  by  queen 
Elizabitb  to  John  de  Duvenvoordisy  thanking  him  for  hts 
gallant  behaviour,  and  afcribing  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  to 
the.  hiavery  of  the  Hollanders ;  but  in  this  particular  all  the 
Englijb  hiftorians  are  fiient. 

During  the  winter  the  ftates,  by  means  of  the  city  of  A.  D. 
Breda  and  other  openings,  laid  heavy  contributions  on  Bra-  1597* 
bofit ;   the'  inhabitants  implored  the  affiftance  of  cardinal 

^  MlTai^BN^  Ubt  xviii.  Ibl.  390. 
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13^  Itbe  Hijlcrj  of  the  United  Provinces; 

Albert^  and  he  detached  the  coUnt  de  Vareux  to  their  relief. 
Prince  Maurice  formed  the  defigti  of  furprifing  the  count ; 
but  failing  in  this,  he  attacked  htm  in  his  retreat,  and 
pufhed  the  eneiny  with  fuch  fuperiority,  that  he  obtained  a 
pompleat  viftory,  with  the  lofs  only  of  too  men.  In  this 
a£lion,  fought  near  Tournhmi^  the  enemy  left  1200  dead 
upon  the  field,  300  pair  of  colours,  their  military  cheft,  and 
other  trophies  of  war.  Such  an  advantage  was  necefiary  to 
raife  the  fpirits  of  the  confederates,  after  the  late  glorious 
campaign  of  the  cardinal.  Next  day  Tournbmt  furrendered; 
after  which  the  prince  again  put  his  troops  in  garrifon  j  as 
for  Maurice^  he  went  to  the  Hague^  where  his  trophies  were 
depofited  as  a  njonument  of  his  paft  vidory  gained  in  the 
ppen  field ;  for  hitherto  all  his  fuccefles  confided  ia  redu* 
cii?g  and  defending  towns.  (A) 
^tate  0^  The  cardinal  now  turned  his  whole  thoughts  to  the  aug* 
^?^^•  mentation  of  his  army,  and  making  new  levies;  but  the 
treafury  of  Spain  was  lo  exhaufted,  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
difficulty,  rhilip  was  in  a  manner  already  bankrupt,  he 
having  publickly  declared  his  inability  to  pay  even  the  ve^ 
tereft  of  the  immenfe  fums  borrowed  of  foreign  bankers 
.  and  Spanijh  merchants.  He  was  forced  to  ftop  the  CDurie 
of  juftice  againft  thofe  merchants  become  bankrupts  by 
their  loans  to  the  court}  and  this,  inftead  of  mending, 
entirely  deftroyed  his  credit.  Albert  however  ftirred  himfelf 
fo  effectually,  that  he  was  able  to  bring  a  confiderable  army 
into  the  field,  though  not  before  it  was  late  in  the  (eaibn. 
Poufuejfs  Coi^fiderable  efforts  were  made  on  the  fide  of  France ;  Dour^ 
ff  prince  J^^s  was  taken  by  thi  count  de  Fuentes^  and  AmieHs  furprifed 
^4||rice.  jjy  7>gr//^  Portocarrero,  To  revenge  himfelf,  the  Frendkxoo^ 
narch  invef^ed  Arras^  and  performed  incredible  fcrvice  te 
the  United  Provinces^  by  engaging  the  whole  attention  of 
the  cardinal  to  the  relief  of  that  city.  Maurice  did  Dot  let 
jQip  the  opportunity  ;  he  halted  with  all  poffible  expedition 
to  afTemble  his  army,  crofled  the  Rhine^  took  the  caftle  of 
Alphen^  and  then  fell  upon  Meursy  which  furrendered  on 
jhe  3d  of  September ;  on  the  8th  he  again  crofTed  tlie  Rhine^ 
and  invefled  Grol^  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon;  not*- 
withftanding  the  brave  defence  of  the  befieged,  Maurice 
pufhed  his  operations  with  fuch  rapidity,  as  obliged  the 
.    '  place  to  furrender  by  the  26th  of  September^  upon  receiving 

(A)    Prince  Maurice  is  re-  wife  the  firft  general  who  iii- 

ported  to  have  gained  this  vie-  trodaccd-piibls  amongthe  conr 

tory  by  means  of  his  cavalry,  federate  horfe»  if  we  may  credit 

whom  he  armed  with  carbines  MetereUi  p.  4Q9.  lib.  xix. 


jnflea^  of  lances :  he  was  like- 


honour^ 
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honourable  condkioiM.  The  town  of  Briefort^  ^tuated  z- 
mong  bogs  and  fens,  was  the  next  obje6fc  of  the  prince's 
plan  of  operations  ;  this  place  he  fcarce  invefted  when  the 
burghers  retreated  precipitately  to  the  citadel ;  which  was 
likewile  reduced  by  the  12th. of  Odiober,  After  an  incre- 
dible fwift  courfe  of  conquefts,  after  having  in  a  few  days  % 
obliged  EnfAede^  Oldenfeel^  and  Ottnarfen^  to  receive  his  gar« 
rifons,  Maurice  fat  down  with  his  army  before  Linghen^ 
which  he  compleatly  invefted  by  the  28th  of  OSfober ;  count 
Frederic  4e  Sdrg  commanded  a  numerous  and  refolute  garri- 
Ion.  Divers  bride  fallies  were  made  without  e&Gt  ^  Mau- 
rice's iagfcity  forefaw  and  prepared  for  every  event,  and 
the  befi^ed  were  by  the  middle  of  November  reduced  to  the 
greateft  extremities,  and  the  neceffity  of  capitulating  ;  up- 
on which  the  prince  put  his  army  in  quarters,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  the  ftates  with  all  thofe  honours  which  his  great 
fervicos  merited.  In  this  campaign  Maurice  placed  great  con- 
fidence in  the  abilities  of  a  celebrated  mathematician,  one  Si-' , 
men  Suvin^  to  whofe  dull  in  the  attacic  and  defence  of  fortified 
places  fome  writers  attribute  the  celerity  of  the  prince's  con- 
qiiefls ;  but  Maurice  had  difcovered  profound  knowledge  in 
tbisbranch  of  themilitary  art  long  before  S^mxr  w'asemployed* 
BjtOKBK  with  age,  and  chagrined  by  difappointment, 
Pbiiip  endeavoured  to  engage  the  emperor,  and  the  diet,  to  Negotia- 
life  their  influence  with  the  United  Provinces^  to  liften  to  rea«  tions  of 
ibnable  terms  of  accommodation.  He  could  not,  however, /ro^*^. 
fupport  the  thought  of  renouncing  his  fovereignty  over 
a  country  which  had  coft  him  more  blood  and  treafure  than 
fill  his  other  in^rs ;  and  nothing  would  content  the  ftates 
Ihit  their  being,  acknowledged  a  free  people.  For  this  they 
had  fought,  and  fuftained  an  incredible  variety  of  hardfhips  ; 
now  to  relinquifli  it,  would  be  to  furrender  the  fruits  of  all 
their  toil  and  labour.  They  had  already  experienced  that  all 
negpciations  proved  abortive,  becaufe  neither  fide  would  yield 
what  was  an  eilential  article  of  peace  :  they  perceived  Philip's  , 
snfincerlty,  from  the  frequent  attempts  made  to  furprife  them 
unguarded,  at  the  time  when  the  forwardnefs  of  the  negotia^ 
^ions  had  lulled  the  ftatesintofecurity.  However,  they  received 
Nutfel^  the  imperial  ambaifador,  who  arrived  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  at  the  Hague^  with  letters  from  the  emperor,  and  divers 
,  German  princes.  Chriftiem  IV.  of  Denmark  likewife  offered 
his  mediation,  and  promifed  he  would  be  guarantee  for  the  fe«^ 
icurity  of  the  proteftant  religion  ;  but  the  fbtes  replied  to 
ix>th  ambafladors,  that  all  the  conditions  hitherto  propofed 
by  Spiain  were  infidious  and  oppreflive,  tending  to  divide  the 
province?,  weaken  the  alliance,  extinguiib  that  Kberty  of 

K  4  confciencc 


1^6  fbe  I^wy  tfftbe  United  Provinces, 

eonicieiice   diey  had  hkbiBrto  aflerted,   and  treacbevoiilly 

wreft  from  them  then*  liberty  ;  at  the  fame  time  they  afiiired 

the  ambafladors,  that  if  proper  fccurity  of  the  rights  and 

privileges  of  the  provinces  could  be  obtained,  nothing  could 

be  a  more  deiiirable  obje6l  than  the  eftablifhment  of  the  pub* 

lie  tranquillity,  the  bleffings  of  which  were  almoft  f<M^oa 

and  unknown  in  the  Netbirlarndt..    It  was  certainly  not  the 

intereft  of  the  Northern  powers  to  augment  the  power  of 

Spain ;  but  they  were  deceived  by  Phifipi  and  coxetwd  into  « 

belief,  that  the  obftinacy  of  the  ftates  aloiK  prevented  sis 

accommodation.     Sigifmundj  king  of  PoUmd,  was  prevatted 

pn  to  fend  an  ambadador  to  Englandy  with  a  view  of  io* 

Caching  the  queen  from  the  ilates  general.    Sweim  had  like« 

wife  made  fome  overtures  towards  mediating  a  peace  ^  but 

the  ftates  opened  the  eyes  of  .thefe  powers,  and  plainly  de« 

inonftrated  to  them  that  the  catholic  king  would  neverocm** 

^nt  to  fuch  terms  as  they  were  determined, only  to  accept* 

A$  for  EKzabeth,  ihe  treated  the  PeHJb  ambailadoF,  who  a£- 

JTumed  extraordinary  airs,  with  the  hig^ieft  contempt,  sum) 

^ifpfiiiTed  htm,  difgufted  at  herfpirited  treatment.  Thus  thm 

jiecifion  of  all  differences  was  again  committed ^o  die  fwofd, 

though  it  wsis  imagined  that  PUlip*s  ^efign  of  marrying  his 

daughter,  the  infanta,  to  Jlberi^  and  giving  him  the  Nober" 

kfnS  for  a  portion,  would  prove  fo  agreeable  to  the  ftates,  aa 

greatly  to  facilitate  the  king's  pacific  intentions.    Time  was 

indeed  when  the  provinces  would  have  rejoiced  at-this  event, 

and  accepted  cf  any  terms  founded  upon  this  bafis.    Now 

they  had  been  fo  lopg  engaged  in  thecaufe  of  abfolute  free>r 

fiom,  that  fubjedion  to  any  mafter  was  become  irkfome^. 

We  Ihall  fee  bow,  after  farther  noble  efforts  and  glorious 

ftruggles,  they  obtained  their  end,  and  the  full  f<:ope  of  their 

pimbition ;  firft  by  a  truce  concluded  in  1609,  whereby  the 

king  of  Spam  acknowledged  the  freedom V>f  the  United  Pro^ 

vinces ;  and  afterwards  by  the  peace  of  Weftphalia^  in  which 

they  were  acknowledged  a  fovereign  ftate,   the  court  of 

^pain  renouncing  all  pretenfions  to  fovereigfnty  over  tb« 

feven  United  Provinces. 

Peace  i#-       While  Philip  was  trying  every  expedient  to  engage  the 

t'ween        mediation  of  the  empire  and  northern  powers,  he  was  mak- 

Spain  ap4  Jng  prodigious  offers  to  Henry  IV.  of  France j  in  order  to  de* 

franco,      tach   fo  powerful  a  monarch  from  the  confederacy  with 

England  and  Holland*    France  was  quite  fpent  and  exhaufted 

with  war ;  Henry  was  equally  defirous  of  peace  as  ^hiBpy 

|>^t  he  could  nqt  wi(h  honour  receive  propofals  without 

f  ^jcvTirOG.'  ^.  3. 1.  iv.      Tkiiah.  fob  Ana. 
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comtnmfCfttiiig  them  to  the  queen  of  England^tA  the  Umt§d 
States*  The  fieur  Je  Bufenval  was  difpatcbed  with  ktten 
to  the  ftatcs  general,  acquaintiiig  them  of 'the  advantageous 
terms  offered  by  PbiUp^  of  the  muation  of  the  kingdom,  §nd 
of  the  king's  refolution  to  zGt  in  concert  with  his  allies.  It 
was  obvious,  however,  from  the  pathetic  defcription  Henry 
drew  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of  his  a&irs,  that  he  meditated  • 
an  accommodation  with  Spain,  The  ftates  therefore  Ufed 
all  their  addrefs  to  prevent  this  meafure,  which  would  en- 
able PbiUp  to  employ  his  whole  force  in  the  Netherlands^ 
They  told  the  ambailador,  that  the  fortunate  iiTue  of  the  laft 
campaign  would  enable  them  to  profecute  the  war  with 
double  vigour  and  advantage ;  thzt  Philip  deiired  peace  with 
france  only  until  he  could  opprefe  and  i^Mbdue  his  fubjeds  in 
the  Netherlands ;  that  when  he  had  obtained  this  great  ob« 
jed,  he  would,  agreeable  to  his  conftant  fyftem  of  policy^ 
turn  his  arms  againft  Hemy^  and  with  more  fuccefs,  as  the 
conqueft  of  the  Netherlands  would  enable  him  to  maintain  an 
hundred  thouiand  men  without  touching  the  Spanijh  re- 
venue. They  concluded  with  befeeching  his  majefty,  to 
accept  of  no  conditions  until  they  had  firft  confulted  Eliza^ 
hethj  their  common  ally.  Bufenval  replied  in  the  moft  obiig* 
ing  terms,  afluring  the  ftates  of  the  king's  inviolable  friend- 
fliip;  but  Henry  was  too  much  a  politician  to  let  flip  this  op-- 
portunity  of  recovering  his  towns  in  Picardy^  and  reftoring 
the  bieffings  of  peace  to  his  fubje£b«  Pope  Clement  VIIL 
laboured  with  indefatigable  pains  to  conciliate  the  courts  of 
fiance  and  Spaiuj  and  he,  fent  upon  that  commiffion  his  le- 

Sate,  the  cardinal  Alexander  de  Medidsj  the  moft  expert 
ratc^man  of  Itafy.  He  came  to  Vervinsy  and  was  there  met 
by  the  Spamjh  and  French  ambaffadors.  No  remonftrances 
from  the  ftates  could  retard  a  treaty  upon  which  Henry  had 
already  refolved.  The  greateft  obftrudions  which  that  prince 
had  encountered,  were  raifed  by  Philip,  His  kingdom  waa 
torn  with  fadion,  and  ruined  with  the  expences  of  an  op- 
preffive  war*  To  enjov  thefdicity  of  governing  obedient 
fubjeds,  peace  with  ofain  was  efienti^ly  neceSary.  He 
was  urged  by  his  moft  faithful  fervants,  and  particularly  by 
Gabriel  fEtrees^  who  preffed  it  as  the  only  meafure  which 
could  firmly  eftablifli  bim  in  the  throne.  Bentivoglio  ^  in- . 
8eed  afcribes  the  ¥^ole  to  the  influence  of  Clement  and  bi$ 
legate ;  but  had  not  Henry  found  a  reconciliation  tirith  PhiUp 
attended  with  the  greateft  advantages  to  himfelf  and  his 
people,  it  19  probaUe  he  would  never  fuffcr  himiielf  to  bp 

^  PltNTiYOo.  p.  y  lib*  zvaii.  p»  i02t 
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moved  by  all  the  addrefi  and  arguments  of  the  pope  and  .the 

cardinal  de  Mtdicis. 

Thb  ftates  of  fbllandy  alarmed  at  the  congrefs  ofVervms^ 
immediately  difpatched  Jujiin  NaJJau^  admiral  of  Zeabmd^ 
and  John  Olden- Bar mveidty  to  throw  every  poffible  impedi- 
ment in  the  courfe  of  the  approaching  pacification.     They 
proceeded  to  Nantx^  and  laid  their  inftru^ons  bdbre  Hinry^ 
who,  receiving  them  politely,  replied,  that  he  apprehended 
peace  was  more  diftant  than  he  could  wifli :  he  inuft  infift 
upon  reftitution  of  BUruet  and  Calais^  and  he  feared  Phitip 
would  have  no  inclination  to  part  with  thofe  towns,   ia 
which  cafe    the  war  would    be    undoubtedly  continued^ 
Peace,  he  faid,  was  neceflary  to  his  kingdom ;  but  they 
might  depend  it  fhould  be,  fuch  as  would  turn  out  to  w 
confufion  of  his  enemies.     Elizabeth  laboured  in  the  fame 
caufe  with  the  ftates  general.     Her  ambafiadors  had  a  con- 
ference at  Kantz  with  the  chancellor  of  France^  and  the 
dukes  d' EpernoH  and  Bouillon^  about  the  means  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  general  peace,  which  the  queen  was  ready  to  accept  in 
concert  with  the  ftates :  but  the  Dutch  ambafiadors  replied, 
that  their  inftru6lions  were  limited  to  demonftrate  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  advantage  of  continuing  the  war ;  a  propofition 
\       ,  which  would  fcarce  admit  of  hefitation,  with  refpedl  to  Hal*- 

land.     The  Englijh  ambafiadors  acceded  to  this  opinion,  the 
fcheme  for  a  general  pacification  was  relinquifhed  ;  but  the 
treaty  between  France  and  Spain  took  place  on  the  2d  day  of 
May.     Elizabeth  and  the  ftates  exclaimed  againfl  the  con- 
du^  of  the  French  king ',  but  that  wife  prince  foon  convinced 
the  latter,  that  he  had  not  renounced  their  intereft  by  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  his  own  fubjefts*.     On  the  contrary,  we  fhall 
find  the  court  of  Spmn  complaining  loudly  of  the  fums  of 
A*  ^'    money  he  remitted  to  Holland^  which  remonftrances  Henry 
1598-     anfwered,  by  faying,  That  he  did  not  affift  the  flates^  but  h§ 
waspaying  his  debts. 
The  ftates       The  treaty  of  Vervim  was  no  fooner  figned,  than  ^uftin 
fend  am-     Uajjau  and  Olden- BarneveUi  quitted  the  French  court,  and  fct 
baffadors    out  for  England^  to  concert  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  fer- 
^0£ng.      ther  profecution  of  war.     Here  they  were  civilly  received, 
land.      •    jjyj  treated  at  the  fame  time  with  great  freedom  by  Eliza" 
beth.    That  princefs  told  them  frankly,  that  ftie  had  libe- 
rally aflifted  the  United  Provinces  with  her  money,  but  never 
met  with  any  returns  of  gratitude.     No  attempt  was  made 
to  reimburfe  her  expences,  notwithftanding  the  commercial 
wealth  of  the  ftates,  and  her  necefiities,  entirely  occafioned 

9  Grqt.  lib.  vu.  p.  3S1. 
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by  her  compaffion  for  their  fufferings.     This  had  involved 
her  in  a  war  with  Spain^  at  the  very  time  when  the  diftur* 
bances  in  Ireland^  and  intrigues  in  Scotland^  greatly  embar*- 
iraifed  her  affairs.   In  confequence  pf  her  rupture  vfith  Philip, 
her  fubjefts  were  cut  off  from  all  intercourfe  with  Spain,  to 
the  great  detrioient  of  trades  it  was  therefore  now  incum- 
l>ent  upon  her  to  liflen  to  the  catholic  king's   propofals, 
which  however  (be  promifed   never  to  accept,  without  iirft 
acquainting  the  ftates  general.    After  all,  the  Dutclf  envoys 
eajily  perceived  from  the  temper  of  the  public,  that  the 
Mnglijh  would  £hew  no  averfion  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  provided  the  ftates  would  break  off  all  traffic  with 
Spain,  reimburfe  the  queen's  expences,  and  take  upon  them-^ 
ieives  a  more  reafonable  proportion  of  the  burthen.    At  that 
time  the  EngUJb  councils  were  divided  into  two  parties^ 
headed  by  lord  Burleigh,  treafurer,  and  the  earl  of  Effix^ 
The  frugal  difpofition  of  the  former  inclined  him  to  a  peace 
with  S^am  i  the  ambition  and  martial  genius  of  the  latter 
made  him  favour  the  oppofite  fyftem,  in  which  alone  glory 
could  be  acquired.      Warm  debates  arofe,  and  the  moft 
poignant  farcafms  were  levelled  againft  Holland.    It  was  faid 
•that  the  ftates,  iinder  the  maflc  of  religion  and  liberty,  had 
4eftroyed  the  formipr,  by  permitting  every  faith  befides  the 
Roman  cathplic ;  and  tbe  Utter,  by  converting  freedom  into 
iicentipufnefs ;  th^t  they  foi^ght  entirely  for  their  own  inte- 
reft,  and  artfully  threw  the  weight  of  their  caufe  upon  the 
ihot^ld^rs  of  their  allies  ;  that  they  committed  the  moft  in-    v 
tolerable  frauds,  with  refped  to  the  p^y  of  the  Englijh  forces, 
iextorting  from  then>  a  double  price  for  every  kind  of  provi- 
iton  ;  that  they  traded  to  a  vaft  extent  with  Spain,  and  grew 
wealthy  amidft  all  the  horrors  of  a  war,  ruinous  to  their 
allies,    arid   particularly    to    England',    that   in  all  pecu- 
niary tranfadions  with  England  they  adulterated  the  coin, 
recoined  the  Englijh  money,  and  made  payments  to  them  in 
bafe  money,  greatly  below  ftandard  ;  that  th^y  had  monopo- 
lized all  th^  trade  of  Europe  and  the  Indies,  excluding  their    - 
greateft  benefa^ors  from  thofe  markets  in  which  the  Dutch 
were  lately  but  interlopers.    Such  w^re  the  affertions,  many 
pf  thpm  founded  on  truth,  thrown  out  by  the  partizans  of 
Burleigh,   and  the  advocates  for  a  peace  with  Spain,     On 
the  other  hand,  the  power,  the  policy,  the  perfidy  of  PA/V/^, 
were  urged  as  reafons  for  continuing  the  war,  until  the 
wings  of  his  foaring  ambition  fliould  be  fufficiently  clipped/ 
It  was  afirmed,  that  no  lafting  treaty  could  be  conclude4 
witti  a  monarch  who  broke  through  all  moral  obligations,  to 
gratify  b^s  luft  of  ^pwer,  and  felt  oaths  at  defianpe  to  fatiate 
^  hii   . 
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\A%  iefentment ;  that  if  the  queen  abandoned  the  ftttes  ^tm 
ral,  and  fnffered  Spain  to  gain  pofleffioo  of  Britte  and  Flufi 
ing^  fht  would  at  the  fame  time  lofe  the  fum?  lent  to  ttn 
ftates,  and  bring  difhonour  on  the  kingdom ;  that  if  Spak 
once  re-eftabli(hed  her  power  in  the  Neiherkmdsy  flie  wouk 
then  become  a  more  formidable  antagonift  than  ever  to  Enl 
gland ;  that  if  an  offenfive  war  carried  on  in  the  Lm 
Countries^  or  the  coafls  of  Spain  and  Portugal^  was  found  ez4 
penfive,  her  majefty  might  eafilyr  and  advantageoufly  dire£ 
her  operations  againft  the  Spanijh  colonies  in  America^  th< 
redu^ion  of  which  would  more  than  compenfate  the  cx«*i 
pences  of  the  armiment ;  laftly,  it  was  afierted  that  the" 
United  Provinces^  and  particularly  thofe  of  Helland^  and 
Zealand^  were  the  ftrongeft  barriers  of  England  againft  the 
attempts  of  the  Spamjh  monarch.  Had  Cecil  lived,  the  iiltie 
of  this  difpute  might  poffibly  have  been  different  \  hia  death 
immediately  turned  the  fcale  in  fiivour  of  the  oppofite  party, 
and  produced  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  with  the  ftates,  whidi 
Was  iigned  at  London  the  26tb  day  of  Auguft.  The  articles 
were,  that  the  flates  fhould  repay  the  queen,  at  ftated  inftal* 
ments,  the  fum  of  800,000/.  fterling ;  that  they  flioaM 
maintain  at  their  expence  the  EngUfi}  garrifons  in  the  BriUe 
and  Flujhing  \  that  they  ihould  levy  troops  in  England^  ta 
be  commanded  by  Englijh  officers,  and  paid  by  the  ftates ; 
that,  in  cafe  of  any  attempts  to  invade  England^  the  ftates 
would  immediately  fend  to  the  affiftance  of  that  kingdom  a 
body  of  50CO  fogt,  and  an  equal  number  of  horfe  ;  that  the 
number  of  (hips  and  the  ftrength  of  fquadrons,  equip^d  in 
the  common  cauie,  fhould  be  equal ;  that  the  queen's  claim 
to  the  money  due  from  the  provinces  of  Brabant  and  Fkm^ 
ders  to  Palaviciniy  (hould  remain  entire,  as  a  depofit  for  her 
yearly  expences  of  25,000/^.  Thefe  were  the  meadires 
taken  for  vigoroufly  fupporting  the  war,  and  refifting  the 
power  of  Philips  now  at  liberty  to  point  his  whole  ftrength 
againft  the  provinces. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  councils  of  this  prince  were  fluc- 
tuating and  unfteady,  that  depth  of  policy  and  refined  un- 
derftanding,  for  which  he  was  formerly  celebrated,  were 
clouded  with  difappointment,  weakened  by  infirmity,  and 
entangled  in  embarraiTments.  It  had  long  been  debated, 
whether  the  infanta  and  the  Netherlands  ihould  not  be  given 
to  the  archduke  Albert^  as  the  beft  method  of  preferving 
thofe  provinces,  and  extricating  Phil^  out  of  a  labyrinth  <^ 
difficulties }  but  great  inconveniencies  attended  this  mea^ 
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Itire,    in  cafe   IfiAelh  fhould  ever  fucceed,    as  was  not 

improbable,  to   the  Spmifl>  monarchy.     When -the  affair 

was  propofed  to  the  council,  the  count  de  Fuentes  oppofed  it 

with  a  variety  of  fpccious  arguments.    The  marquis  Je  Caf^ 

Ul  Radmgo  aniWered  the  reafoning  of  Fuentesy  and  declared 

with  equal  warmth  in  favour  of  the  meafure,  infifting  that 

the  diftnembcrment  of  the  Netherlands  from  the  monarchy 

L^oiild  produce  a  variety  of  advanta^s,  and  particularly  z 

.  great  faving  of  blood  and  treafure.    Philip  was  himfelf  of 

.  th^  fame  fentiments,  and  declared  for  them  the  more  readily, 

f  that  they  were  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the  council. 

:  He  confidered'^that  France  was  afcending  by  vaft  paces  to 

a  great  height  of  power,  that  the  union  of  the  crowns  of 

:  England  ziSi  Seottand  would,  under  the  fucceilbr  of  Eliza^ 

\  betby  render  Gr^at  Britain  formidable;  and  that  thofe  king* 

:  doms,  by  keeping  alive  the  (parks  of  rebellion  in  the  Nether^ 

^  landsy  might  perpetually  harrafs,  difturb,  and  embroil  the 

i  Spanifli  mon^chy.    He  likewife  dreaded  left  the  Flemings 

i  (hould  carry  their  conqiiefts  into  the  IncUes^  and  was  in  hopes 

i  that  the  provinces,  placed  under  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of 

\  AtiftrtOy  would  content  themfelves  with  a  free  trade  with 

\  Spain,  without  equipping  fleets  for  long  and  dangerous  voy- 

I  ages  at  fo  vaft  an  expence.    He  was  not  awai^  that  a  fpi- 

-  lit  of  liberty,  of  commerce  and  enterprife,  was  now  excited, 

i  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to  extinguifli.     What'affefted 

J  the  king  moft,  according  to  Bentivoglio,  was  the  lofs  the 

;  church  would  fuftain,  by  permitting  the  free  ufe  of  the  pro- 

,  teftant  religion.     It  was  falfely  fuppofed,  that  the  provinces 

..  wanted  nothing  more  than  to  be  fubjcft  to  a  prince  of  the 

:  houfe  of  Juftria\    they   had  now  fo  long  tafted   liberty, 

;  though  imbittered  with  war  and  bloodflied,  that  no  terms 

f  would  have  induced  them  to  renounce  what  was  purchafed  ~ 

I  at  the  price  of  many  battles.     Philips  however,  not  doubt- 

r  ing  but  their  fubmiffion  would  follow,  had  the  contraft  of 

marriage  between  Ifabelta  and  his  nephew  the  archduke  Al^ 

J  bert  made  out  and  tigned  ;  the  articles  of  which  were,  that 

}  fhc  ihould  enjoy  for  her  portion  the  Netherlands  and  pro- 

}  Yinces  of  Burgundy  3Lnd  Charlerois ;  that  the  male  heirs  (hould 

;  fucceed,  and  in  cafe  of  failure  the  femafcs ;  that  provided 

J  ,one  daughter  only  furvived  of  this  marriage,   (he  fhould 

marry  the  king  of  Spain ;  that  the  archduke  fhould  oblige 

his  fubjefls  to  ceafe  trading  to  the  Indies,  and  reft  fatisfied^ 

with  a  free  intercoUrfe  with  the  Spanijh  dominions  in  Eu^ 

rope,  kc,  '  * 

To  execute  this  treaty,  the  cardinal  Albert  quitted  the 
Netherlands,  and  proceeded  with  all  expedition  to  the  court 
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of  Madrid. .  His  abfence  was  fuddenlj  perceived. by  Tioleiit 
feditions  and  tumults  among  the  troops,  who,  unawed  by 
his  prefence,  threw  afide  aU  rtfftraiiit.  All  the  garrifom 
of  the  towns  in  Picardyy  which  by  the  treaty  were  to  be 
reftored  to  the  French  monarch,  demanded  large  funis  of 
money  before  they  would  evacuate  the  places  they  ppilefled, 
Thejr  example  was  followed  by  the  garrifons  of  Ghenti 
Antwerp  and  Cambray^  who  demanded  their  arrears,  and 
threatened  to  throw  off  all  fubje^on.  This  feditious  hu- 
mour was  propagated  like  a  contagious  difeafe  among  all 
the  troops,  every  man  expreffing  his  unwillingnefs  to  bnt 
a  court  too  needy  and  profufe  to  regard  the  wants  of  the 
foldiers,  who  were  fighting  her  battles,  and.fliedding  their 
blood  for  her  fecurity,  At  length  fupplies  of  money  arri- 
ved, and  the  mutineers  were  appeafed  s. 

Before  the  archduke  left  his  government,  he  appointed  a 
fucceflbr,  and  nominated  his  brother  the  cardinal  Andrea,  of 
Aufiria  to  that  dignity.  He  likewife  quitted  the  ecclefiaf- 
deal  habit,  and  refigned  the  archbifliopric  of  Tekdoy  re(erv« 
ing  only  a  penfion,  payable  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  fee,  of 
5000  ducatoons.  Before  his  arrival  at  Madridy  Philip  wai 
in  extremities,  and  exceedingly  impatient  to  fee  the  mar- 
riage concluded  before  he  took  leave  of  all  fublunary  en* 
joyments.  A  variety  of  accidents  retarded  the  arChduke  i  and 
before  he  could  reach  the  court,  the  king  had  breathed  bis 
lafl  (A).  Philips  will,  however,  was  pundlually  executed, 
the  marriage  was  folemnized,  and  the  ceremony  performed 
by  pope  Clement^  by  means  of  proxies  fent  to  Ferrara^  where 
his  holinefs  at  that  time  refided. 

The  contraA  of  marriage  had  no  fooner  been  (igned  by 
the  late  king,  than  Albert  pafTed  the  necefiary  forms  of  tak- 
ing poflfeilion  of  his  fovereignty,  previous  to  his  joMrney  t6 
Spain.  He  likewife  wrote  a  letter  to  the  flates  of  Holland^ 
Zealand^  and  their  allies,  acquainting  them  with  the  king's 
having  refigned  the  Lciw  Countries  in  favour  of  his  daugh* 
ter,  and  requefting  that  they  would  no  longer  refufe  fub- 
miffion  to  their  natural  princefs,  who  would  endeavour  to 
govern  with  the  utmoft  lenity,  indulgence  and  afFe£lion. 
This  letter  was  enforced  by  another  from  Philip  prince  of 
Orange  to  his  brother  Maurice  \  but  no  reply  was  made  to 
either. 


s  Meterbn.  fol.  407.  lib.  xix^ 


(A)  The  partioilaFs  of  the 
life  and  death  of  this  prince, 
wbofe  ambition,  policy  and  ge- 
jxiusfor  intrigue,  had,  for  a  ft- 


ries  of  years,  embroiled  all  £a- 
rope,  may  be  feen  in  a  former 
volume  of  this  work. 
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AbO0T  tilts  time  4000  Spanijh  retruits  arrived  in  Fian^  Progrefs 
dtrsy  to  complete  the  old  corps  broken  and  dtminiihed '  in  oftbe<war, 
the  laft  campaign.  With  this  reinforcement,  the  king^s 
army  confifted  q(  7000  Spanijb  infantry,  3000  liaSan^  20CX) 
Bttrgmdum^  lOOO  Irijhy  and  7OOO  Germak  and  Flifd/h  foot, 
with  the  cavalry,  amounting  to  25,000  meq  complete.  Af- 
ter the  archduke's  departure,  the  admiral  of  Arragon  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  army,  to  which  the  ftates  were 
unable  to  oppofe  an  equal  force.  PaAng  the  Meufg  at 
Murtmendiy  Minioza  took  poflcffion  bf  Orfiis^  an  open  town 
belonging  to  the  duchy  of  Clevis.  As  the  place  was  of 
coniiderable  importance,  the  admiral  ordered  a  citadel  to 
be  built,  crefting  likewife  a  ftrong  fort  at  Waffum.  Prince 
Maurm  having  notice  of  the  fate  of  Orfois^  quitted  the 
Hague  to  put  htmfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  quartered  about 
Arnbeim.  In  the  month  bf  September  he  marched  to  GueU  ^ 
dres  fFeerty  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions,  and  while  he 
lay  encamped  h^re,  the  admiral  reduced  the  fortreiTes  of 
Alphen  and  Brcnk^.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Rhimiergj  an 
unfortified  town,  fubje£t  to  the  elector  of  Cohgne^  but 
guarded  by  a  body  of  the  confederate  forces.  In  his  way 
thither,  he  feized  the  caftle  of  Barila^  and  then  cannonaded 
Rh'mherg  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  garrifoA  immediately 
furrendered.  Maurice  was  too  weak  to  oppofe  the  enemy 
in  the  field  ;  he  was  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  fortify*^ 
ing  his  camp,  and  reinforcing  the  garrifons  of  ^the  places 
moft  likely  to  attract  the  admiral's  attention  ;  but  he  enter- 
tained  hopes  that  the  foarcity  of  money  and  proviitons  would 
excite  mutinies  in  the  Spanijh  army  before  the  vrinter, 
and  efFedually  flbp  Mendo%a*s  operations.  In  this,  how- 
ever, he  was  difappointed,  the  admiral  having  found  mean^ 
to  fupport  his  troops  by  contributions  raifed  on  thefe  towns, 
which  defired  to<  be  exempted  from  garrifons.  Having 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Rheez,  Emmerick^  Dotchoum^  and 
other  places,  he  placed  his  troops  in  quarters,  the  heavy 
rains  rendering  it  impoffible  to  keep  the  field  longer.  The 
inhabitants  of  fPeftphalia  and  Ckves  loudly  complained  of 
tbe  oppreffion  of  maintaining  the  5/>tf»i)%  forces ;  they  fent 
remonftrances  to  the  cardinal  Andrfa^  but  were  not  re* 
ijfefled. 

While  the  admiral  lay  htforc  D&tchoumi  prince  Maurice 
apprehending  his  next  effort  would  be  pointed  againfl  ^^f" 
kurgj  a  place  of  more  confequence,  fortified  ail  the  pofts 
by  which  it  was  acceffible,  and  encamped  before  the  walls. 
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ia  a  ftrortg^fituttbto,  lUKil  the  advanced  ftafoH  removed  all 
danger.  Duriiig  the  whole  winto:  iOdrnulhes  pafied  be* 
tween  die  troops  $  but  th^  were  too  incooiiderahie  to^nacr 
lit  regard.  Thus  ended  tne  campaign^  in  which  the  vigi- 
lance, adjvitj,  and  addrefe  efMmria^  prevented  JH^nAssa^ 
with  a  greatly  fupefior  army)  from  obtaining  any  iaipor- 
tant  advantage. 
Naval  About  the  clofe  of  the  year  a  fleet  arrived  from  the  Ea/t 

tranfac-  lndi$i^  which  dtfappoifited  the  expedations  of  the  proprie^ 
tions^  and  tors  aiid  the  publick,  the  profits  havii^  been  fcarce  Ciij&> 
the  ftate  of  ^y^^  to  defray  the  esqpences  of  the  voyage.  This  did  not, 
commerce  however^  check  that  fpirit  of  enterprizc  now  fo  general  and 
tn  the  ardent  in  Holland,  A  new  fociety  fubfcribed  large  fums, 
pro'vtnces.  ^^^  eight  new  (hips  were  equipped  for  the  fame  voyage. 
Numbers  of  individuals  embarked  in  attempts  to  make  new 
difcoveries,  and  open  fxeib  fources  of  commerce.  Voyages 
were  made  to  the  reaiote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the 
J^ulch  fliig  was  unknown,  and  one  Balthafar  Mcnchuen^  a 
Zealandkr^  fitted  out  at  his  own  expenice^  not  only  twa 
fhips  to  India^  but  a  fquadron  of  five  large  veflels,  to  efia- 
bliih  colonies  in  the  iflands  of  St.  Themasj  and  the  conti* 
Dent  of  Africa,  At  firft  his  pro}e£i:  was  attended  with  all 
poffible  fuccefs,  the  Portugutfe  of  St.  Thomas  joyfully  accept- 
ed the  proffers  cf  an  advantageous  trade,  a  mutual  oath 
was  taken  to  exclude  all  other  nations  \  biit  the  Porti^tuft 
ibon  renounced  their  en^g^ement,  drove  the  Zealanden  out 
of  the  i/Iand,  and  ruineatbe  Whole  fdieme  which  had  great-* 
ly  raifed  Balthafar's  reputation  ^  This  year  was  parti-* 
.  cularly  fruitful  in  bold  expeditions.  Certain  merchants  of 
Rotterdam  equipped  four  (hips,  which  diey  fent  through 
Uie  ftraights  of  Magellan  to  CaUfirnia^  with  intention  to 
difcover  a  paiTage  to  Japan  and  Cbinoy  and  return  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  H^pe^  after  having  encompafTed  the  globe. 
In  a  word,  fuch  was  the  avidity  and  fpirit  of  this  people, 
that  no  lefs  than  thicty  large  ihips  were  fent  by  the  pro** 
vinces  of  Holland  and  Zt^and  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies^ 
while  they  at  the  fame  timd  were  eftablilhing  a  Levata 
trade  by  means  of  the  French  mnbaflador  as  Conftantinapk, 
and  proTectttiog  their  fUheries  with  great  diligence.  The 
trade  indeed  was  confiderably  difturbed  b)^  the  fwarms  of 
privateers  that  iflUed  from  Calais^  ftill  garrifoned  by  the 
Spaniards,  This  was  an  affair  of  ib  much  importance  as 
to  require  the  attention  of  the  legiflature.  The  ftatea 
geiferal  aflembled  to  deliberate  upon  the  means  of  fecuring 
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tbe  iiivigatioii  of  the  provinces ;  but  they  tbuld  <ome  to  nd 
other  reiblutbn,  than  that  the  general  officers  of  the  marine 
fiiould,  in  their  turns,  tn-uize  upon  the  privateers,  and  block 
up  the  harbour  of  Calais.  The  year  concluded  with  a  rich 
capture  made  by  a  fmall  fquadron  equipped  by  i^imctMau^ 
rtci.  Four  Spanijb  merchantmen,  richly  l^den,  were  taken 
before  thev  got  out  of  fight  of  Calais*  We  hav#  mentioned 
tfaefe  naval  tranfa£tions,  to  fbew  how  affiduoufly  the  Di^r^ 
cultivated  commerce,  in  the  midft  of  an  oppreffive  war, 
which  would  otherwife  have  proved  intolerable. 

S  E  C  f .    VI. 

Ctrntaiffit^  tbi  operations  of  tbe  fubfequent  campaign ; 
the  arrival  of  the  archduke  and  Ifabella  in  the  Low 
Countries  ;  the  viSiory  obtained  by  the  confederates  at 
Newport ;  with  other  particulars^  to  the  death  of 
queen  Elizabeth^  in  1603. 

■e: 

TH  E  arrogance  of  the  Spanijh  troops  quartered  in  the    *    tj 
empire  caufcd  violent  commotions,   particularly  in     j -Iq' 
the  diftrids  of  Cleues  and  Jl^eftphalia.    They  committed  the  (ypT^Ji^n 
moft  horrible  outrages  ;  entering,  without  diftindion,  and  ^/^^Spa- 
plundering  neutral  cities,  to'  compenfate  their  deficiency  of  ^^^^5 ,,» 
pay.    All  the  peafants  deferted  their  ufual  employments,  Germany; 
sTnd  fought  prote£Hon  in  the  fortified  towns ;  induftry  was 
wholly  bid  afide,  and  every  con fequent  mifery  introduced. 
Senfible  that  their  little  efiefls  would  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  the  peafants  indemnified  themfelvts  by  plunder- 
ing the  feats  of  the  nobility,  refolved  to  obviate  the  profpe<%s 
they  forefaw  from  the  negle<ft  of  agriculture.     The  Sipanifly 
foldiers  were  in  the  mean  while  over-running  the  biftopric 
of  MunfteTi  the  archbifliopric^  of  Cologne^  the  counties  of 
Bentheimy  the  duchies  of  Juliers  and  Berg;  in  a  word,  all 

.  the  country  from  the  Meuje  to  the  Rhine,  where  they  fcized 
upon  all  the  towns,  and  colleded  fo  rich  a  booty,  that 
private  men  remitted  large  fums  to  Antwerp.     Their  avidity 

'  was  accompanied  with  the  utmoft  riot  and  moil  diflblute 
luxury.  Unaccufiomed  to  affluence,  they  fpent  it  in  profu-  • 
fion,  in  drunkennefs,  incontinence,  and  abandoned  mirth  ; 
endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  repair  their  fiuduating 
fortune  by  the  moft  cruel  extortion,  putting  all  thofe  fuf- 
pefled  of  concealing  their  wealth  to  the  torture.  AH  were 
furprifed  that  tile  Germans,  fojealous  of  their  liberty,  fliould 
•   Mod.  Hi3t.  Vol.  XXXI,  L  '         have 
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baY^  |)ermitted  thofe  violences  on  the  laws  of  nations  to  pafb 
unpunifhed.  Repeated  aflTeitiblies  were  held  by  the  princes 
of  the  empire,  but  nothing  was  determined.  Only  the  count 
of  Oldenburgbj  the  bifhopsof  Bremen  and  OJnabrugj  and  yibn 
of  NaJJau^  had  the  courage' to  repel  by  force  the  infults  of 
the  Spaniards.  The  aflcniblies  wrote  feveral  pathetic  letters 
to  the  cardinal  Andrea ;  but  that  prelate,  unable  to  advance 
the  arrears  of  the  foldiers,*  was  forced  to  winlc  at  their  ex- 
cefies,  and  difregard  the  remonftrances  of  the  afiembly. 
The  emperor  feht  Neutjelj  a  member  of  his  privy  council,  to 
regulate  the  afFairs  of  the  duchy  of  CleveSy  but  he  returned 
without  having  executed  his  inftrudlions.  Mendo%a  treated 
the  inhabitants  with  great  contempt,  and  he  publiclcly  ex- 
prefTed  his  deteftation  of  the  proteftant  princes  of  the  em- 
pire, boafting  that  the  Almighty  had  fent  him  as  a  fcoarge 
to  puni(h  herefy.  Incented  at  this  condu&,  the  emperor 
publifhcd  a  decree,,  ordering  Mendoza  and  the  Spaniards  im- 
mediately to  quit  the  imperial  dominions,  a  fimilar  injunc- 
tion being  at  the  fame  time  tranfmitted  to  the  confederate 
forces.  In  fubftance  the  edifts  differed  in  nothrng  i  but 
that  to  Mendoza  was  couched  in  terms  more  bitter  and 
poignant.  Both  were  enjoined  to  make  immediate  repara- 
tion, to  rqleafe  all  the  prifoners  made  in  the  imperial  domi- 
nions, to  abilain  from  future  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
under  penalty  of  incurring  the  emperor's  wrath^  and  feel- 
ing the  M'eight  of  his  difpleafure. 

Mendoza  paid  little  regard  to  impotent  menaces  ;  a  few 
days  after  the  decree  was  put  into  his  hands,  he  feifed  upon . 
{^alcar^  a  town  in  the  duchy  of  yuliers^  and  obliged  the  in- 
habitants to  receive  a  Spanijh  garrifon.  He  carried  his  in- 
dignation againft  Lutherans  to  fo  high  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm, 
that  he  wrote  to  the  biihop  of  Paderborn  to  purge  his  fee 
of  heretics,  or  expedl:  fuddenly  a  Spanijh  army  in  his  di- 
ocefe,  which  would  at  his  expence  perfbrm  the  epifcopal 
duty.  Once  more  the  German,  princes  met  to  apply  eflFec- 
tual  remedies  to  an  evil  grown  altogether  unfupportable  : 
hither  the  cardinal  Andrea  and  Mendoza  fent  their  com^ 
*  miffioner  ;  Delrio  and  Bodwitz,  were  pitched  on  to  execute 

this  important  bufinefs;  but  the  latter  fell  into  the  hands  of 
a  body  of  confederate  cavailry,  and  was  threatened  with  be-, 
ing  treated  as  a  fpy :  Delrio  acquitted  himfelf  With  fo  much 
dexterity,  that  alter  throwing  a  variety  of  embarraiTmenti 
in  the  way,  after  procraftinating  the  refolutions  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  detaining  the  princes  for  months  to  hear  enco- 
miums on  the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  catholic  king, 
the  congref^  at  laft  broke  up  without  cohiing  to  ^any  de- 

terniinatiofl, 
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(eriftihaiion,  although  all  were  convinced,  and  ftcrttly  felt 
the  injuries  fuflained.  As  to  the  ftates  they  fent  no  deputies 
to  attend  the  bufinefs  of  the  aflembly,  juflly  fuppofing  tho 
time  would  be  empioyed  in  fruitlefs  altercation.  ThUfi, 
ifter  a  decree  of  the  Aulic  council  had  pafled,  declaring  thpf^ 
enemies  who  ihould  longer  remain  in  the  empire,  after  re- 
peated congreffes  Were  held  to  avenge  the  infults  upon  the 
imperial  dignity  ;  the  Spaniards  proceeded  in  their  ufual 
courfe,  and  maintained  garrifohs  in  five  towns  upon  the 
Rhine*. 

In  the  winter  jSrihce  Maurice  furprifed  Emmericj  and  there-  Prepara- 
by  opened  a  path  tb  difturb  the  enemy  in  Winter-quarters,  tionsoftht 
It  was  partly  the  policy  of  the  ftates  tb  remove  the  feat  of  vfzx  ft^^^ f^ 
into  the  empire,  hoping  thereby  to  engage  the  imperial  council  ctmtinuing 
and  the  injured  princes  of  the  empire  to  take  arms  againft  the  *^  '^'^' 
Spaniards  j  but  thifey  did  not  long,  ihaintain  their  poll  at  Em^ 
Tnericj  it  was  retaken  with  little  oppoiition  by  the  Spaniards. 
Upon  this,  prince  MaUrice  formed  a  defign  againft  Zave'- 
fiafy  in  which  he  fucceeded  t  as  the  feafon  for  opening  the 
campaign  was  now  approaching,  the  ftates  determined  to  en- 
able prince  Maurice  X6  ad  with  vigour ;  new  levies  were  order- 
ed to  be  miade  :  to  fupport  which  expence,  the  provinces  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  granted  a  new  duty  upon  merchandife, 
and  a  tax  upon  moveable  efFe£b,  donations  ^nd  legacies; 
premiums  and  fix  per  cent,  were  likewife  given  to  thofe 
who  lent  money  to  the  government,  and  all  perfons  exemp- 
ted from  taxes  for  a  certain  number  of  years  upon  fubfcrib- 
ing  a  thoufand  livrcs.    To  thefe  meafures  all  the  Other  pro-      / 
vinces,  except  Groningen,  acceded. 

Cardinal  Jndrea,  to  counteraft  the  vigorous  meafures 
of  the  ftates,  publiflied  a  declaration  in  the  name  of  the  in- 
fanta Ifdbella^  reproaching  the  ftates  with  having  abufed  the 
indulgence  of  the  late  king,  wtio  permijtted  them  to  trade 
with  his  Spanijh  fubjeds,  offered  them  the  moft  reafonable 
terms  of  peace,  gave  three  archdukes  for  their  governors, 
difmembered  the  monarchy  to  gratify  their  caprice,  andivas 
now  repaid  with  ingratitude,  and  a  determined  refolution  to 
continue  in  their  rebellion.  They  were  accufed  of  feducing 
the  people, *  by  perfuading  them  that  their  riches  and  com- 
merce would  increafe  by  war.  That  this  was  true,  might 
be  attributed  to  the  afFedion  of  the  king  for  unworthy 
futjeds,  whom  he  hoped  to  reclaim  by  his  lenity.  Thefe 
meafures  proving  fruitlefs,  the  infanta  and  the  king  of  Spain 
prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of  imprifonment  and  con- 

*  Grot.  lib.  viii.    Reidai^.  lib.  xv.  -Meteren.  lib.  xw. 
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fifcation  of  goods,  all  'communication  between  the  United 
Provinces  and  the  kingdom  of  Spain^  or  the  Spanijh  Nether^ 
lands.     The  infanta,  in  particular,  forbid  the  fmalleft  Inter- 
courfc  between  her  fubje6b  and  the  United  Provinces^  with- 
drawing all  permiflions  and  paflports  which  had  hitherto 
been  granted  for  that  purpofe.    One  month  only  was  allow- 
ed to  merchants  to  fettle  their  aflFairs,  after  which  the  princeis 
lefolved  to  pulh  the  war  with  vigour,  wilefs  the  provinces 
accepted  the  terms  of  peace  propofed  by  her  father,  which 
Ihe  now  again  offered.     A  counter-declaration  was  publifh- 
ed  by  the  ftates,  and  the  fole  tSt&  of  the  cardinal's  edi^ 
was  to  Simulate  the  provinces  to  a  more  affiduous  application 
to  foreign  commerce,  and  to  give  birth  to  that  In^a  com- 
pany, which,  in  a  fliort  time,  railed  the  republic  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  grandeur. 
Ediapuh'      Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  edid  pafied 
UJhediy     hy  the  ftates  general,  a  fleet  was  ordered  to  be  equipped  to 
thewrch*    cruize  upon  the  Spaniards^  and  the  land-levies  were  profe- 
duke,         cuted  with  great  diligence.     Not  only  the  old  regiments 
were  completed,  but  feveral  new  corps  raifed;  particularly  a 
regiment  compofed  of  two  battalions  of  a  thoufand  men 
each,  in  Germany^  levied  at  the  expence  of  count  Emeji  of 
TfaJJau ;  two  thoufand  French ytttxzns^  diAanded  by  the  king 
at  the  late  peace,  and  now  enlifted  hy  La  Nouei  and  a 
thoufand  Swifs<t  likewife  difmiffed  from  the  French  fervice. 
When,the  Spanijh  ambai&dor  complained  to  La  Noue^  that 
the  French  auxiliaj-ies  were  an  infradion  of  the  late  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  he  was  anfwered,  that  his  intention 
was  to  purge  the  provinces  of  certain  evil  humours  fermented 
by  their  late  civil  divifions  *.    Several  regulations  were  made 
in  the  cavalry,  and  the  number  of  horfc  was  very  coniiderably 
augmented.     Nothing,  in  a  word,  was  omitted  to  withftand 
the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  archduke  (A). 

^  Bentivog.  p.  5. 1.  V.      Le  Clerc,  1.  vii.  p.  197.      M«* 
TBRfiN.  ].  ij.  p.  24. 

Oa 

(A)  Two  thoufand  of  the  Nenvport.  .  Among  other  mifi* 

Englifi  forces  were  exchanged  tory  regulations,  one,  in  parti- 

at  the  queen's  reqaeft,  for  an  cnlar^  regarded  falfe  jnafters; 

equal'  number    of  new- raifed  a  common  practice  among  the 

forces,  who,  however,  behaved  officers.  This  deceit  and  public 

with  the  coutage  and  condu£^  fraud,  of  the  woiil  tendency, 

of  veterans,  at  the  battle  of  was    made    capital.     Several 

changes 
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On  the  other  hand;  the  cardinal  was  no  lefs  dUigent  in  hi$ 
endeavours  to  Bring  a  numerous  army  into  the  Aeld.  His 
iirft  care  was  to  raife  fufficient  fupplies  to  defray  the  arrears 
due  to  the  army  and  garrifons,  fome  of  which  had  mntinied 
for  their  pay,  The  garrifon  of  Onburft  was  particularly  in- 
folent,  and  the  cardinal  had-  the  courage  to  execute  what  no 
former  governor  ever  prefumed  to  attempt.  He  changed  the 
garrifon,  and  exemplarily  punifhed  the  ojFenders ;  reward- 
ing at  the  fame  time  the  garrifon  of  Ghent^  who'in  the  fame 
circumftances  liad  conduced  themfelves  with  modefty  apd 
difcretion.  Next  he  returned  to -^^r/VA/,  toconf^jlt  with 
the  chief  officers  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  The  firft 
objefi  ^opofed  was  an  attempt  on  the  Ifle  of  Bommel  5  of 
which  prince  Maurice  gaining  intelligence,  by  intercepted 
letters,  he  took  meafures  for  its  fecurity.  The  cardinal 
pafied  the  Rhine  on  a  bridge  made  of  boats,  on  the  17th  of 
Jfrtly  with  a  refolution  immediately  to  enter  the  territories 
of  the  ftates,  but  the  chief  officers  were  divided  where  to  ftrike 
the  firft  blow.  Mendoza  was  for  attacking  fort  Schenk^ 
which  might  be  deemed  the  key  to  the  Ifle  of  Betaw ; 
others,  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  this  enterprlfe,  propofed  in- 
vefting  Nimeguen^  to  which  Mendoza  raifed  fpecious  objec- 
tions ;  particularly,  that  the  garrifon  could  always  receive 
fupplies  by  means  of  the  river  and  fort  Knotfemburgh,  The  OperatUns 
laft  fcheme,  fupported  by  a  majority  of  the  officers,  was  em-  ^^fthe  cam* 
braced.  It  propofed  croffing  the  Meufe  lower,  and  attacking  Miff** 
Bommely  the  capital  of  the  iUand  of  that  name.  To  facilitate 
the  attempt,  Barlottej  a  famous  partizan,  undertook  to  feize 
on  the  Ifle  of  Foreny  but  he  was  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of 
prince  Maurice^  who  not  content  with  difappointing  the  ene- 
my in  this  enterprife,  detached  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  difturb  their  march.  This  corps 
was  fortunate  enough  to  engage  and  defeat  a  party  of  the 

changes  took  place  in  the  me-  for  expedition  (i).     It  is,  how- 

thod  of    armings    the    troops,  ever,  a  qaeftion  hitherto  unde- 

Lances  were    laid  afide,    an^  cided  by  miliury  critics,  whe- 

carabines  given  to  the  horfe,  in  ther  the  prefent light  arms  in  u(e 

their   ftead.      This  inftimtion  produce  all  the  efFefls  of  the 

was  firft  introduced  by  prince  more   dumfy  weapons   which 

Afa»rfVr  in  particular  regiments,  formerly  adorned   the  foldier. 

Now  it  became  general  by  or-  Certain  weare,  that  the  i^^M^t^/, 

derdf  the  ftates.  Several  regi-  the    bed  diicij^lined  troops  in 

jnents  were  converted  into  lisht  the  world,  afcribed  a  great  part 

infontry,  their  heavy  arms  be-  of  their  fucceft  to  the  weight  of 

ing  exchanged  for  others  more  their  arms. 
portable,  and  better  calculated 

to  Mftercn,     Beati'iHig,      LeCkrc,  ubi  Ju^a* 
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jSpaniardsy  whereby  M^ndoza's  difpatches,  and  the  whole 
plan  formed,  were  difclofed  to  the  prince.  Every  means  ac** 
fcordin^ly  was  employed  to  oppofe  the  enemies  croffing  tb^ 
river.  An  infinity  of  boats  and  bridges  were  prepared,  an4 
batteries  ercded  upon  the  oppofite  banks,  by  which  the  Spa^ 
niards  were  greatly  annoyed  in  their  courfe  along  the  banks. 
Under  pretence,  however,  of  befieging  fort  Schenk^  which  he 
battered  furioufly  with  his  heavy  cannon,  Mendoza  at  laft 
pafled  the  Val  with  confiderable  lofs,  penetrated  into  the  ifle 
of  Bommel^  and  regularly  iuvefted  the  capital ;  but  not  until 
^aurice  had  encamped  under  the  walls,  and  raifed  feveral 
new  works  for  its  defence.  The  Spanijh  general  was  not 
deterred  by  difficulties.  He  eredied  batteries,  and  pr^fecuted 
his  meafures  with  determined  courage,  notwithAanding  the 
army  which  covered  the  city  was  little  inferior  to  his  own. 
His  conduA  was  joyfully  obferved  by  Maurice^  who  pefceiv- 
icd  the  attempt  would  ncceflarily  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
Spanijh  army,  (hould  it  be  obilinately  profecuted.  He  was  takr 
ing  all  the  proper  meafures  for  drawing  the  enemy  gradually 
into  his  fnares,  when  he  received  an  exprefs  order  from  the 
ftates  to  give  them  baule  the  firft  opportunity.  Maurice  wa$ 
aftonifhed  at  orders  fo  different  from  the  ufual  cautious  and 
(deliberate  conduft  of  the  government ;  he  perceived  they 
^ere  diftated  by  the  frugal  difpofition  of  the  deputies,  who 
found  it  necefTary  to  end  the  campaign  at  a  certain  time,  to 
prevei)t  exceeding  the  fupplies  granted  by  the  provinces; 
apd  he  determined  not  to  obey,  until  he  had  firft  'remon- 
ilrated  to  the  ftates  genera).  A  jpint  letter  was  fent  by 
Maurice  iiA  William  of  NaJfaUj  reprefenting  the  danger  of 
giving  the  enemy  battle  at  that  time,  when  fcarce  any  ad- 
vantage could  flow  from  viSory,  and  a  (}efeat  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  Though  he  was 
f*qual  in  force,  he  was  by  no  meaps  fuperipr  in  cppr^ge  to  the 
'  enemy,  who  fought  in  defpair,  the  precipitate  meafures  of 

Mendoza  haying  brought  them  into  a  critical  fituation^  froni 
which  refolution  alonecould  extricate  them.  'ThtPutcMovQ^s^ 
they  faid,  confifted  cljiefly  of  new-raifed  levies  and  auxiliary 
troops,  who  cpyld  not  be  deemed  equal  to  the  yeterai>s  of 
^pain;  if  this  army  gave  way,  the  provinces  would  lie 
ppen  to  all  the  ravgges  of  war  ;.  if  the  enemy  were  defeated, 
the  treafures  of  Spain^  and  populoufnefs  of  the  Spanijh  Ne.^ 
therlands^  would  ibon  fet  on  foot  another  army  ;  he  was  now 
gaining  more  important  advantages  than  could  even  rc- 
fiilt  from  vidory,  as  Mendoza  obftinately  perfifted  in  wafting 
his  blood  and  treafure  againft  the  walls  of  a  city  which  he 
jjcyer  flioiild  be  able  to  reduce,  while  the  confederates  prel 
^  *•  fefve^ 
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fenred  their  prefent  fituation;  in  a  word,  he  urged,  that  the  pro* 
per  fbafon  forgiving  battle,  depended  on  a  variety  of  circum- 
ilances,  which  could  only  be  determined  upon  the  fpot,  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  referred  to  the  difcretion  of  the  gene- 
ral, who  either  deferved  their  confidence,  or  ought  to  be  re- 
called. Juft,  however,  ds  this  reafoning  muft  appear,  it  wag 
conftrued  by  the  deputies  into  a  defire  of  prolonging  the 
war.  The  great  influence  of  Maurice  depended  on  his  be-  . 
ing  at  the  he^d  of  an  army;  and  though  his  zealous  attach- 
ment to  his  country  was  approved,  yet  his  ambition  was  not 
unknown./  He  was  therefore  obliged  fo  far  to  comply  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  government,  as  to  promife  he  would 
feize  the  firft  favourable  moment  for  giving  battle  *. 

ME N DOZA was  in  the  mean  time  playing  furioufly 
from  his  batteries,  while  his  troops  were  miferably  galled 
from  the  enemies  boat$,  and  batteries  ranged  along  the  river. 
He  perfifted  in  the  notion  he  fhould  be  able  to  force  Maurice 
to  quit  his  iituation,  and  the  prince  artfully  cherifhed  this 
opinion,  the  better  to  deftroy  the  Spanijh  army.  At  length 
he  determined  upon  a  general  fally  from  four  different 
quarters  of  his  intrenchments,  while  his  artillery  from  the 
boats  kept  up  an  incelTant  fire.  The  Dutch  forces  marched 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  attacked  the  Spanijh  in- 
trenchments with  the  utmbfl  refolution.  They  were  re* 
ceived.with  equal  gallantry,  and,  after  a  bloody  confli£i:^ 
drawn  off"  before  vidory  had  declared.  The  adion  was 
maintained  for  three  hours,  above  fifteen  hundred  men  pe- 
riflied  on  each  fide,  but  no  impreifion  was  made  on  Mendo^ 
'  skz's  quarters,  nor  did  any  important  confequence  refult» 
The  night  following  a  lefs  general,  but  more  fuccefsful^ 
fally  was  made.  It  was  expefted  the  enemy  might  be  un- 
prepared, not  expecting  th^  Dutch  would  fo  foon  renew  their 
efforts.  The  conjefture  was  well  founded  ;  all  was  in  fc- 
curity  in  Mendoza*^  camp,  and  the  utmoft  confternation  in- 
troduced by  the  arrival  of  the  confederates,  whofe  attack 
fucceeded  beyond  expcSation,  Several  batteries  were  de- 
ftroy ed,  prodigious  flaughter  made,  and .  a  great  number  of 
prifoners  taken.  After  a  refpite  of  three  days,  the  Englijb 
and  French  auxiliaries,  under  Sir  Francis  Vere  and  La  Noue^ 
made  another  defperate  |fally  on  the  Walloon  quarter,  which 
^hey  forced  with  terrible  flaughter.  At  laft,  overpowered 
with  numbers,  and  badly  fupported  by  the  Dntchy  they  rcr 
treated  in  good  order.  Such  vigorous  attacks,  and  the 
length  of  the  fiege,  now  protrgdted  to  the  fpaceof  (hrpQ 
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-weeks,  convinced  Mendoza  of  his  error^  ^d  the  impoffibi* 
lity  of  reducing  Bommel;  but  the  diiSculty  was  to  relinquifh 
the  defign  wiihouc  expofmg  himfelf  to  the  ridicule  of  his 
own  troops,  and  the  aifaults  of  the  enemy  on  his  rear.    The 
latter,  however,  he  avoided,  by  means  of  little  forts  and  bat* 
teries  ereSed,  with  great  judgment,  along  the  river  ;  but 
could  not  efcape  the  former,  which  broke  out  in  fedition  and 
mutiny.      Difappointed   of    the  expected  booty  from  the 
plunder  of  Bommel,  the  Spanljh  foldiers  became  clamorous 
for  iheir  arrears,  and  were,  with  great  difficulty  and  large 
promifes,  appcafed.     All  the  reft  of  the  campaign  was  con- 
fumed  in  building  and  attacking  forts,  ereded  to  cover  the 
winter-quarters  of  both  armies.     The  Spaniards  made  an 
attempt  on  a  fort  raifed  by  Maurice  at  Herwerden^  and  were 
repulfed  with  lofs  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  confederates,  led 
by  th-  prince  in  perfon,  were  equally  unfuccefsful  in  an  at- 
tack on  the  Spawjh  format  Meg^^  which,  though  unfinilh- 
ed,  the  garrilon  defended  with  "extreme  valour  *. 
TheGtX'       During   thefe    tranfaflions    a   clrcumftance  occurred, 
man  /r;«-  which,  if  judicioufly  improved,  would,  beyond  doubt,  have 
as  take      ruin^^d  the  Spanljh  dominion  in  the  Netherlauds.     The  Ger* 
^rms.        man  princes,  incenfcd  that  the  Spaniards  ftill  maintained  pofls 
and  garrifons  in  their  dominions,  entered  into  an  aObciatioa 
to  expel  all  foreigners ;  and  for  this  purpofe  raifed  an  army 
of  25,000  foot  and  4000  horfe,.  under  the  conduft   of  the 
count  de  Lippe.    '  The  ftates  general  prcffed  the   aflbciated 
Germans  to  join  their  army  ;  but  they  did  not  withdraw  their 
own  troops  out  of  the  diftridls  of  Jullersj  Berg,  Munjler^  and 
Cleves,     For  this  reafon  the  prmces  declared,    that    they 
armed  in  their  own  defence,  without  intending  to  interfere 
in  the  quarrel  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  his  fubje£ls, 
who  had  both  violated  the  privileges  of  the  empire.     Car- 
dinal Andreoy  to  appeafe  the  Germans^  withdrew  his  garrifon 
from  Emmeruii  which,  be  ordered  immediately  to  be  reftored 
to  tlie  duke  of  Cleves*     This,  however,  did  not  fatisfy  the 
count  de^Lippe  ;  he  inveffled  Rhimbergy  held  by  a  mutinous 
Spanljh  gar r lion,    who  would  have  furrendered  it  had  he 
agreed  to  pay  their  arrears.     Thpir  propofal  was  >eje£ied, 
the  aiTauItgiven,  and  the  Germans  repulfed  with  great  lofs, 
and  obliged  to  relinquifli  the  enterprife  *.     From  thence  the 
count  proceeded  to  Ree%^  where  he  was  not  more  fortunate  j 
a  fally  from  the  town  having  put  one  of  his  quarters  in  con- 
fufion,  and  fpread  terror  through  the  whole  army.     The 
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panic  was  fo  great,  and  the  harmony  among  the  princes ' 
fo  ill  eftabliflied,  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  army  difbanded, 
and  Spain  J  without  ftriking  one  blow,  was  delivered  from 
this  formidable  enemy. 

In  the  mean, time,  the  archduke  Jlbert^  and  his  conform.  The  arcU 
returned  to  the  J^vu)  Countrhsy  and  made  their  public  entry  ^uh  and 
into  BruffeU  with  fuch  oftencation  and  magniiicence,  as  im*  ducbefsar- 
prefled  unfavoufable  ideas  of  their  charafters.    It  is  alledged  ri'viin  tbc 
by  the  Dutch  writers,  that  the  nobility  were  received  with  a  ^^^ 
cold  civility,  and  difgufting  air  of  fuperiority  j  that  the  de--  Countriei^ 
puties  of  the  ftates  paid  their  compliments  on, the  khe^^ 
a  fervility  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  freemen  ^  and 
thzt  Jlhert    and   the  infanta,    in  every  refpeft,    received 
Sovereign  honours,  and  thofe  marks  of  abjedt  humiliation 
ibewn  to  crowned  heads.     Thefe  remarks  are  probably  dic- 
tated by  prejudice,  fince  even  the  Dutch  writers  allow  that 
the  archduke,    during    his   former  refidence,   had  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf  for  his  moderation,  lenity,  and  affability  :  a 
carriage  at  this  time  no  Jefs  neceflary  than  before.     Oir 
his  entering  upon  bufinefs,  the  firtt  difficulty  that  occurred, 
yras,  the  bkth  ufually  taken  by  the  archdukes,  to  prefervc  the 
privileges  of  the  provinces  inviolable.     The  ftates  hinted 
to  them  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing  foreign  troops,  demo- 
lifhing  the  citadels,  and  committing  the  defence  of  the 
towns  to  the  inhabitants.  •  Nothing  could  be  more  fliock- 
ing  to  the  archduchefs,  nurfed  in  the  arms  of  defpotifm, 
tHan  an  infinuation  which  tended  to  limit  her  prerogative. 
Her  prejudices  were,  however,  furmounted  by  Jlberfs  mo- 
deration, who  acquainted  her,  that  (he  could  only  obtain 
her   ends    by  temporiiing,   and  promifes  to  withdraw  all  ^ 

foreigners,  as  foon  as  the  dangers  of  war  were  removed  at 
a  diftance.  Having  adjufted  this  point,  the  archduke  and 
duchefs  fet  out  for  Louvain^  where  they  took  the  oaths 
prefcribed ;  and,  after  making  the  tour  of  the  provinces, 
returned  to  Brills.  Next,  the  ftate  of  the  country  was 
taken  into  confideration  jv  and  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriage 
at  BommeU  which  was  charged  to  the  mifcpnxlu<^  and  ob-^ 
ftinacy  of  Mendoza^  This  general  recriminated  ;  accufing 
the  troops  of  difobedience,  and  the  government  of  negledt, 
in  furni(hing  money  and  the  neceflary  fupplies ;  to  which 
he,  in  fome  meafure  juilly,  attributed  the  difgraces  fuftain*  v 
^d  ^  After  a  long  hearing,  Mendoza  Was  acquitted,  con^r 
tinued  in  his  command,  and  the  neceflary  meafures  taken  ta 
prevent  future  diflurbances  and  mutinies  s. 
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The  United  Provinces  were  no  lefs.  embarafled  and  di- 
vided among  tfaemfelves.  Great  clamours  were  raifed  by 
the  deputies  of  the  provinces,  againft  the  expences  of  the 
Dtjctnrd  tn  campaign,  which  had  already  greatly  exceeded  the  fupplies 
tbejeyen  ^^^{^^^  without  producing  any  public  advantage.  It  was 
fr9<vtnceu  ^^^  confidered  that  prince  Maurice  bad  done  all  that  could 
be  expelled  in  defending  BommeU  and  {jscuring  all  the 
frontier  againft  the  irruptions  of  the  enemy.  A  frefh  de- 
mand of  money  was  made,  and  pofitively  refufed  by  feme 
of  the  provinces,  who  defired  the  army  might  be  fent  into 
winter-quarters.  The  divifions  were  running  high,  when 
a  remittance  of  300,000  francs  arrived  from  Prance,^  Henrj 
IV.  wifely  forefccing  that  the  penurioufnefs  of  the  provin- 
cial ftates  would  ruin  the  caufe,  and  once  more  render  the 
Spaniards  abfolute  matters  of  the  Netherlands,  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  unexpeded  fupply,  deputies  were  difpatched 
to  confer  with  prince  Maurice^  and  reprefent  to  him  the 
ftate  of  the  revenue,  which  required  that  the  troops  fliould 
immediately  quit  the  field.  The  prince  replied,  that 
money  expended  in  defence  of  liberty,   fhould  never  be 

Sjrudged  j  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  they  muft  determine  to 
upport  the  war  with  vigour,  oi:  lofe  the  fruits  of  all  their 
blood,  toil,  and  treafure,  already  beftowed.,  That  nothing 
could  be  attributed  to  mifmanagement,  fince  he  was 
ready  to  lay  before  the  ftates  a  clear  account  of  the  fcr- 
vices  in  which  the  public  money  had  been  employed  ;  that 
marching  fo  early  into  quarters  would  afford  thp  enemy  an 
opportunity  of  penetrating  into  the  bowels  of  a  country, 
the  very  frontiers  of  which  they  had  hitherto  found  im- 
pregnable. He  confented  however,  that  the  charge  of 
boats,  waggons,  and  baggage  horfes,  fliould  be  dim inifljedj 
but  earneftly  exhorted  the  deputies  to  refleft  on  the  fatal 
confequences  of  entertaining  a  hoftilc  army  for  the  mnttr^ 
in  the  heart  of  the  provinces,  and  the  difficulty  of  dif* 
lodging  fo  powerful  an  enemy.  He  defired  he  might  be 
permitted  to  ereft  three  forts  "on  the  banks  of  the  hxah  v^ 
reflrain  the  irruptions  of  the  garrifon  of  St.  Andrew  y  but 
the  expence  amounting  to  80,000  francs,  he  was  forced 
JteduSiion  to  content  himfelf  with  throwing  up  fome  flight  works  on 
cf  the  the  dyke  of  the  Ifle  of  TieL  In  a  word,  notwithftanding  all 
troops,  the  prince's  remonftrances,  and  the  probability  that  the 
archduke  would  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  charafler  of  the 
Spanljh  arms  by  fome  bold  adlion,  the  ftates  refdlved  opo" 
a  reduction  of  the  forces,  ftrongly  fufpefting  that  the  cor^^ 
were  uncoiTipIet?. ,  4^11  the  coa?panies  of  foot  confifting 
#f  %0Q  men,    were  reducpd  to  136,   and  ifepfe  of  h^fij 
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eempofed  of  loo  oien,  were  reduced  to  eighty,  by  which 
means  the  government  faved  60,000  livres  per  month.  A 
ferment  was  excited  in  the  army,  and  this  reduflion  would 
have  proved  the  moft  fatal  blow  ever  fuftained  by  *  the  pro- 
vinces, had  the  enemy  embraced  the  opp6rtunity.  The 
rivers  were  all  frozen,  the  ftates  were  defcncelefi,  and 
every  thing  contributed  to  render  an  irruption  into  the 
provinces  fuccefsful,  had  uflbert  been  careful  to  main- 
tain difcipline,  catch  at  circumftances,  and  recruit  his 
army.  But  all  thiis  was  negle£ted.  Prince  ^^ttnV^  having, 
in  the  month  of  November,  by  exprefs  order  of  the  ftates, 
placed  his  troops  in  winter-quarters,  the  admiral  of  jfragon 
followed  his  example,  after  leaving  a  ftrong  garrifon  in 
Fort  St.  Andrew.  He  imprudently  indeed  gave  out,  that 
jic  only 'Waited  for  a  froft,  to  invade  the  provinces,  and 
^hereby  cautioned  prince  Maurice  to  take  all  meafures  in 
his  power  for  their  fecurity  «. 

.  With  refpefl:  to  naval  affairs,  great  preparations  were 
made  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year ;  as  foon  as  all 
intercourfe  between  the  Spani/h  dominions  and  the  pro- 
vinces were  prohibited,  the  ftates  equipped  an  armament 
compofed  of  fixty-three  fail,  under  the  condud  of  Peter  ^^yoltf- 
Vender  Dof^s^  to  harrafs  the  coafts  of  Spain^  and  prevent /<"'*'• 
all  ccmtpprce  between  that  nation  and  the  other  maritime 
powers.  Great  encouragement  was  lijcewife  given  to  pri- 
vate adventurers  in  the  £qfi  and  fFe/i-Jndia  trade  j  infomuch 
that  Balthafar  Monchureny  h  unfortunate  the  preceding 
year  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  now  fitted^jout  a  condderable 
Jquadron  to  cruize  in  the  Weji  Indies^  and  fearch  for  the 
goldmines  in  Guiana.  While  the. grand  armament  was 
preparing,  a  part  of  the  ^aft  India  fleet  returned  richly 
laden,  and  fufficiently  compenfated  the  former  difappoint- 
inent.  This  fuccefs  gave  frefli  vigour  to  the  ftates,  and 
^;iabled  them  to  pucfue  their  fchemes  with  redoubled 
vigpur.  On  the  28th  of  May  the  fleet  quitted  the  Texel^ 
^nd  arrived  by  the  lith  of  next  month  on  the  coaft  of 
Portugal:  Finding  he  could  make  no  impreflion  of  the  < 
coaft,  Vander  Dom  proceeded  to  the  Canaries^  and  made  a  de*  , 
fcent  on  the  ifland  called  Grand  Canary^  thpugh  vigoroufly 
9ppofed  by  the  Spaniards,  Next  morning  the  town  was 
taken  by  aflfault^  the  inhabitants  efcaping  to  the  moun- 
^  tains,  and  carrying  with  them  their  moft  valuable  efiefts, 
Yander  Dous  offered  to  ranfom  the  place ;  but  the  Spaniards 
fefufing  to  give  the  price  demanded,  he  laid  the  whole  in 
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aSHits^    Hence  be  failed  for  Gomaray  which  he  pluhderecfs 
proceeding  with  half  the  fleet  to  America^  and  fending  the 
other  half  back  under  admiral  Geehrantfen.    This  voyage 
proved  unfortunate ;  the  climate  and  fruits  of  South  America 
produced  terrible  difeafes  among,  the  feamen,  which  (wept 
them    ofF    in   great  numbers,    occaiioned  the  death    of 
•     Vandet  Dom^  and  feveral  of  his  officers.     After  fome  fruit- 
lefs  ktten^pts  oh  the  Spanijb  fettlements,  the  fleet  returned 
to  HolbnAi  except  a  fquadron  of  feven  Ihips  winch  came 
back  the  following  year,   heavy  laden  with  a  booty  of 
iugar  and  other  commodities,  carried  off  from   the  fFift 
India  ifl^nds.    After  all,  the  whole  advantage  obtained  from 
this  formidable  armament,  was  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  court  of  Spain  from  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands,  SLni 
put  the  king  to  great  expence  in  equipping  a  fleet,  which 
lay  afterwards  to  rot  in  his  harbours.     As  to  the  booty 
taken,  it  by   no  means  defrayed  the  charges  of  the  go- 
vernment.   The  year  concluded  with   a  negotiation   for 
peace,  carried  on  under  the  aufpices  of  the  emperor,  who 
offered  his  mediation.    The  iffue  was  the  fame  with  that 
of  all   preceding  attempts,   to  reconcile   parties  too  much 
inflamed  to  liften  to  reafonable  conditions  ^. 
A.  D.       Never   was   the  court  of  Spain  more  diftreflied    for 
1600.    money  than  at  prefent.     Yet  were  Philip  III,  and   Albert 
Thedif'     too   haughty   to    defcend  from  their  dignity,   and    relax 
irejfed  fi"  Jn  the  terms  of  peace  propofed   the  former  year.     The 
tudtton  of  jirchduke's  long  journey  and  voyage,  his  marriaee,  and  the 
*^'^^^r     ^^^^^^^^  ^^  *^^s  court,  had  exhaufted  the  fup'plies  intended 
»Jm  af'     f^^  ^^  profecution  of  the  war ;  and  Philiph  own  marriage, 
^^^^'         and  the  expcnces  of  equipping  a  powerful  fleet,  rendered 
him  uncapable  of  making  the  neceffary  remittances.     Long 
arrears  were  due  to  the  troops,  who  every  where  become 
clamorous^     The  Spanijh  forces  firft  broke  out  into  open 
mutiny.     A  fmall  party  took  poft  at  Hamel  in  the  diocefe 
of  Uege^  in  a  (hort  time  it  was  augmented  to  a  corps  of 
2000  foot  and  800  horfe.    Their  example  was  followed 
by  the  German  and  JValkon  garrifons  of  Crevtcaur  and  fort 
Sr.  Andreiv,  and  at  laft  the  revolt  had  almoft  become  gene- 
ral.    Albert  was  forced  to  treat  with  the  mutineers,  and 
aflign  them  free  quarters,  and  a  fortified  town  in  Brabant, 
until  their  arrears   were  difcharged,    paying  them  at  the 
fame  time  a  fum  of  money  fufiicient  to  anfwer  other  exi- 
gencies.-  Scarce  had  the  mutineers  at  Hamel  quitted  that 
poft,  when  a  body  of  Italians  who  had   mutinied,  feized 
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upon  the  place»  which  thev  fortified.  JWeri  "w^  forced 
to  appeafe  this  fedition  in  tne  fame  manner  he  had  done 
the  former.  To  prevent  the  garrifons  of  St.  Andrew  and 
Crevecaur  from  proceeding  to  extremities,  the  archduke 
pretended  he  would  fend  them  upon  an  enterprize^  wbere 
the  booty  would  more  than  compenfate  the  deficiencies  of 
their  payi  BarUtte  the  partizan  was  appointed  to  con- 
AmBL  the  expedition,  he  reviewed  the  troops  on  his  arrival ; 
but  neglecting  to  diftribute  money  among  the  foldiers,  they 
mutinied,  feized  their  officers,  and  fent  them  with  their 
families  prifoners  to  Balduc,  It  was  dangerous  to  employ 
the  forces  that  remained  firm  in  their  obedience  againft  the 
mutineers.  Albert  dreaded  that  thp  contagion  would 
ipread  through  the  whole ;  and  yet  this  would  have  proved ' 
the  moft  efFedual  meafure,  as  there  wa^s  no  end  to  anfwer- 
ing  their  infolent  demands  ^ 

Maurice  perceived  that  a  fair  opportunity  now  oflFered  of  Prince 
attacking  the   Spaniards   to  advantage ;    but    his    powers  Maurice 
were  limited,  and  his  force  inconfiderable.     However^  that  reduces Je- 
the  occafion  might  net  wholly  flip  without  deducing  ^^y  veralim' 
benefit,  he  affembled  eight  companies  of  infantry,  and  an  P^^^^ 
equal  number  of  cavalry,  which  he  difpatched  under  Lewis  ^^^^^'   - 
of  Najfauy  and  colonel  Edmonds  a  Scotchman^  to  make  an 
attempt  on  TFauhtendoc  in  Guelderland.      The    enterprizc 
was  fuggefted  by  Rhihove  \  it  fucceeded  to  admiration,  the 
town  and  citadel  were  taken  after  a  flight  refinance,  an4 
the  government  given  to  the  oflficer  who  had  formed  the 
de^gn.     This  fuccefs  encouraged  prince  Maurice  to  purfue 
his  blow.     He  marched  fecretly  with  ^  ftrong  detachment 
towards  Crevecaur,  feized  the  out  works  before  the  muti- 
nous garrifon  was  apprifed  of  his  defign,  and  in  the  fpacc 
of  three  days  was  matter  of  all  the  fortifications,   after 
defeating  a  detachment  of  500  Spanijh  horfe,  which  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  befieged.     The  prince  made  overtures 
to  the   garrifon  of  St.  Andrew  \  but  the  mutineers  refufed 
to  furrender  the  fort,  unlefs  the  prince  advanced  a  fum 
equal  to  the  arrears  owing  by  the  court  of  Spain^  which 
he  had  not  in  his  power.     Maurice  then  determined  to  ap- 
ply force ;  he  fummoned  the  garrifon,  and  threatened  to 
give  no  quarter,  if  they  did  not  immediately  capitulate  ; 
but  they  defpifed  his  menaces,,  while  the  country  round 
the  fort  was   under  water;   and  even  put  to  death  the 
trumpet  fent  with  the  fummons.    Next  he  hemmed  in  the 
garrifon  by  a  number  of  little  forts  and  redoubtSt  fufficient 
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to  prevent  their  being  fupplied ;  at  the  fame  time  keepin^ 
up  fo   brifk  a  fire  from  certain   batteries  which  he  hai 
ercfted,   as   forced  the  befieged  to  conceal  themfelves  be-^ 
hind  their  ramparts.     Juft  as  they  were  reduced  to  extre- 
mity for  want  of  fuel,  and   neceflaries  for  their  iick    and 
wounded,    a  fignal  fVom  the  garrifon  of  Bdldut  fevived 
their  courage,  and  gave  them  hopes  of  fpeedy  afliftahce. 
But  this  glimmering  of  expectation  foon  vanifhed.     Vi- 
lafco   who  was   fent  with  a  detachment  for  the  relief  of 
the  befieged,  made  fruitlefs  efforts  to  enter.     He  was  baf- 
fled in  every  attempt  by  Maurice^  and  forced  to  leave  the 
garrifon  to  their  fate.     In  confequence,  they  immediately 
capitulated,  and   to  a  man  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  the 
ftates,    where   they    behaved    with    great    courage,    axid 
fidelity. 
The  pro-       While  Maurice  was  purfuing  the  advantage  afforded  hj 
*vinceof    the  diforder  of  the  Spanijh  army,  the  ftates,   as  ufual,  zU 
Gronin-    fembled  to  deliberate  on  the  means   of  raifmg  the  fupplies 
^cn  com-   for  the  enfuing  campaign.     Groningen  had  for  three   years 
felled  to     refufed  to  pay  the  contingent  ftipulated  j  a  bold  cxertioii 
ty^l.         ^^  power  was  neceffary  to  bring  the  province  to  reafon, 
and  upon  this  the  ftates  refolved.     fVilUam  of  NaJJau^  go- 
vernor of  Fr'tfeland  and  Groningen^  was  difpatched  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  the  capital  of  the  latter  province,  to  com-^ 
pel  the  inhabitants  to  perform  the  articles  of  the  union. 
He  entered  the  city  without  the  leaft  diforder,  drfarmed 
the  burghers,   and   built  a  citadel,  leaving  the  provincial 
ftates  to  make  their  complaints  to  the  ftates  general.     Id 
this  they  were  notjwanting :  deputies  were  immediately  dif- 
patched,  with  loud  complaints  of  this   violation  of  their 
privileges ;   but  they  were  given  to  underftand,   that  as 
Groningen  was  protected  by  the  government,  it  muft  expe<£t 
to  bear  a  fliare  of  the  public  expence,  and  on  the  fame 
footing  of  equality  with  the  other  provinces.      Finding 
they  could  have  no  redrefs,  the  provincial  ftates  confentea 
to  pay  th^ir  contingent  5  upon  which   William  of  Nqffau 
proceeded  to  Frifeland^  where,  by  a  juft  mixture  of  perfua* 
lion  and  force,  he  quelled  a  violent  tumult  among  the 
peafantsS  who  refufed  to  pay  the  public    tax.    Thrfe,  it 
muft  be  confcffed,  were  violent  remedies  in  a  free  confti- 
tution ;  but  at  this  time  they  were  abfolutely  neceffary,   to 
prevent  the  diffolution  of  the  whole  conftitution,  as  the 
other  provinces   refufed   to  pay  their  quotas,  if  Greningen 
was  exempted. 

^  Meteren,  lib.  xxi.        Grot,  lib.ix. 
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ALBERT  was  upon  no  better  terms  with  the  ftatei  Cenfufan 
ef  the  Spanijh  provinces,    who  renewed  their  complaints  of  tb$ 
againft  the  oppreiBon  of  the  people  with  foreign  foldiers,  Spanifli 
the   mifmanagement   of  the  public  money,  the  weight  of  ff^'^inces, 
taxes,  and  the  profufion  of  the  court.     He  demanded  that 
the  fupplies  for  the  next  campaign  might  be  granted,  a       '  » 
civil  lift  for  the  fupport  of  the  court  eftabliihed,  and  a  fum 
of  money  advanced  upon  the  credit  of  the  remittances  ex* 
pe£led  from  Madrid.    They,  on  the  other  hand,  required 
fecurity  that  any  fuch  remittances  were  a£tually  expe£l:ed, 
a^d  that  when  they  arrived,  they  would  be  paid  into  their 
hands  ^    they  defired  the  account  of  the  preceding  vear 
might  be  laid  before  them ;  and  before  they  granted  frefh 
fuppliies,  irrcfiftable  proofs  were  required  that  the  laft  werfe 
not  mifapplied. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs,    when  the  United  PrO'  Vigorous 
'vinces  entered  upon  a  refolution  to  open  the  campaign  with  refolutiom 
vigour,  and  flrike  fome  blow,  which  ihouid  at  the  fame  of  the 
time  fecure    their    own    commerce,    and    confound    t\it  ftates ge* 
enemy.      The  Aztts  of  Holland  and  Zealand  argued  lYit  neraL 
neceffity  of  an  attempt  upon  Dunkirk,    the  privateers  of 
which  place   e3(:tremely  molefted  their  merchantmen.     It 
was  faid,  that  this  enterprise,  though   important,  would 
not  be  difficult,  becaufe  the  army  could   be  tranfported  by 
fea,   and   by  feizing  certain  forts  round  Newpcrt,   might 
march  unmolefted  to  Dunkirk^    After  this  it  was  propofed, 
that  Newport  and  Furnefe  (hould  be  attacked,  by  which  a. 
way  to  OJlendy  defended  by  an  EngUJb  garrifon,  would  be 
fecured.    Prince  Maurice  of  Najfau  was  prefent  at  thefe. 
deliberatipns,  and  aftonifhed  at  the  unufual  vigour  of  the 
propofals^  which  he  was  ready  to  attribute  to  the  defpair  of 
the  merchants  oi  Holland  and  Zealand^  who  had  fufFered  ' 
extremely  from  the  enemies  cruizers.     Though  he  would 
not  difcountenance  bold   refolutions,    he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  reprefent  the  hazard  of  the  attempt,  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  reducing  Dunkirk,  before  the  archduke  would 
be  in  a  condition  to  march  with  a  fuperior  afmy  to  its 
relief.     After  enlarging  upon  the  fubje£t,  and  pointing  out 
all    the  incohveniencies  which   attended  the  projecl,   he 
concluded  with  advifing  that  Sluys  might  be  inverted,  as  an 
enterprize  which  would  facilitate  all  their  future  operat»- 
oris,  and  be  attended  with  lefs  hazard.     This,  among  other 
advantages,  would,    he   faid,  enable  the   ftates  to  remove 
the  feat  of  war  into  Flanders,  the  richeft  province  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy,  and  from  whence  they  drew  their  chief 
lelburces  for  comtinuing    the  war.     The  propofal,  how- 
ever 
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ever  judrcious,  was  rejeded,  becaufe  it  prefeiited  no  iaune- 
diate  relief  to  commerce ;  the  other  was  preferred  with  all 
its  dangers  and  difficulties.  The  tranfports  were  iminedi* 
ately.got  in  readinefs,  and  the  troops*  to  the  number  of 
12,000  foot  and  aooo  horfe^  condu£bed  by  prince  Alauria^ 
and  accompanied  with  a  large  train  of  battering  cannon, 
were  embarked*  On  the  9th  of  June  the  ieet  arrived  at 
Jlamnuiinsj  where,  being  detained  by  adverfe  winds,  the 
prince  defired  leave  to  proceed  by  land  through  Flanders^ 
which  was  immediately  granted.  In  his  march#  Afattriot 
publiihed  manifeftos,  promifing-the  utmoft  fecurity  to  all 
the  peafants  who  would  fupply  the  army  with  proviuon,  and 
threatening  to  lay  all  the  villages  in  aihes  if  the  inhabitants 
abfconded.  In  his  way  he  feized  upon  the  forts  of  Oudair 
hergy  Snacjkerky  and  Budene^  which  he  gartifoneJ  with  his 
own  foldicrs»  Arriving  at  Offend^  he  detached  count  Salmi 
to  attack  fort  Jlbert^  fituated  at  the  difiance  of  half  a  leag^ 
fi;om  the  town.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  500  Spamards^ 
who  made  fo  brave  a  defence,  that,  having  reduced  this, 
Maurici  determined  not  to  lofe  time  in  attacking  all  the 
•other  forts  ereded  to  reftrain  the  £7ig^/r^^ garrifon  ". 
Albert  MAU R  I C  £  was  fcarce  arrived  at  Newport j  when  be 

marcJiies  to  received  intelligence  from  the  governor  he  had  left  in  ftwt 
Oudefd>ergy  that  the  archduke  was  in  full  march  to  attack 
him,  with  a  numerous  army,  already  flufbcd  with  the  re- 
^u£tion  of  all  the.  forts  the  prince  had  left  behind.     It  was 
hardly  credited  ip  the  confederate  army  that  Albert  could  fo 
fuddenly  begin  his  march,  confidering  the  feditious,   mu- 
tinous difpofition  of  his  troops ;  but  when  he  had  poftd 
Bruges^  when  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  forts  of 
Oudenherg^   Snacjkerks^  and    Budene,    Maurice  was  difiron- 
certed,     Refolving  to  remove  from   Newport^    where  he 
found  it  impoffible  to.chufe  a  fituation  to  his  liking,  he  de- 
tached Ernejl  of  Naffau^  with  colonel  Edmmd^s  Scotch  regi- 
.ment,  a  battalion  of  Zealanders^  four  troops  of  horfe,  and 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  to  feize  on  the  pofl:  at  Legmga^ 
through  which  the  enemy  muft  pafs.     On  Eme^s  anivaJi 
he  found  the  Spaniards  in  pofleffion  of  the  pa0age,  upon 
which  he  determined  to  ftand  his  ground  until  he  mould  be 
fupported  by  Maurice.     At  firft  the  enemy  miilook  him  for 
,  the  van  of  prince  Maurice^ %  army  ;  but  finding  it  was  only 
a  detachment,  they  attacked  the  confederates  with  irrefiftible 
impetuofity  ;  broke  the  cavalry,  which  took,  fhelter  in  Of 
tmd\  then  fell  upon  the  infantry,  which  would  have  baffled 
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all  tbeir  attempts,  had  not  the  Zealanders  quitted  the  fields 
and  left  the  Scotch  regiment  alone  to  fuftain   the  whole 
weight  of  the  enemy.   So  obftinate  was  Bdmoncts  refiftance, 
that  his  corps  was  almoft  all  cut  in  pieces,  endeavouring  to 
fecure  a  regular  retreat  to  Oftendy  which  prince  Erneft  ef-^ 
fedted.  -  In  this  adion  nine  hundred  men  perifhed,  and  the 
coniternation  among  the  Dutch  deputies  at  Ojiend  was  equal 
to  what  might  have  been  expeded  had  Maurice  and  the 
whole  army  been  defeated.    Next  day,  the  2d  ofjulj^  the 
archduke  held  a  council  of  war,  to  deliberate  whether  he 
(hould  wait  for  the  detachment  of  three  thoufand  men  under 
Vihfcoy  or  immediately  march,  and  attack  the  Confederate 
army.    Zatend^  an  experienced  officer,  was  of  the  former 
opinion.   Barlottey  the  partisan,  of  the  latter  j  and  both  of- 
fered fpecious  arguments  in  fupport  of  their  fentiments« 
Albert  feemed  inclined  to  follow  the  opinion  of  Zapena\  -but 
an  accident  determined  him  in  favour  of  Barloite.     Some  of 
the  out-guards  had  fpicd  the  Dutch  fleet  ftirring  from  9^* 
tindy  whence  it  was  concluded  that  Maurice  Ifad  no  inten- 
tion of  re-imbarking  his  army ;  it  was  therefore  thoujght  ad- 
visable to  attack  him,  while  the  pannic  of  ErneJV^  defeat 
was  frefh  in  the  minds  of  the  foldiers.     Agreeable  to  this 
refblution,  orders  were  immediately  iiTued  for  the  army  ta^ 
/march  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  the  troops  that  had  mu-^ 
tlnied,  defiring  to  lead  the  van,  in  order  to  diftinguifh  their 
couraee  and  ndelity.     Maurice  was  beginning  his  march  to 
Ojiendy  when    the  advanced  guards  of  the  eiiemy  were 
defcried.    Immediately  he  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  or* 
dering  the  rear-guard  to  halt,  until  the  tranfports  with  the 
baggage  and  artillery  were  all  failed  for  Oft  end  *y  in  Order  to 
ihew  the  troops  that  they  muft  either  conquer  or  die,  as 
there  was  no  poffibilitv  of  efcaping.    All  the  eminences 
were  planted  with  artillery,  the  charge  of  which  was  given 
to  the  failors,  who  ferved  with  great  courage  and  alacrity* 
Scarce  was  the  army  ranged,  when  certain  foldiers,  wha 
had  e^aped  from  the  late  defeat^  brought  the  firft  intelli^ 
genceof  £mejf%  misfortune.    Prince  Maurice  was  greatly 
chagrined)  but  diilembled  his  fentiments,  and  forbade  the 
foldiers,  on  pain  of  death,  to  fuflFer  a  fyllable  to  traiifpire  i 
fent  them,  for  the  greater  fecurity,   on  board-  fome  boats 
which  were  fetting  ofF  for  Oftend.    It  is  faid,  that  he  imme- 
diately ordered  pne  of  them  to  be  put  to  death  for  having 
communicated  the  fccret.    Never  was  affembled  a  greater 
Dumber  of  volunteers  of  diflinSion,  than  at  this  time  ferved 
under  Maurice^   to  learn  the  art  of  war  from  a  gene^l 
fo  renowned.    They  confiftcd  of  Englijh^  French^  and  G'k^ 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol..  XXXI.  M  tnan 
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man  nobility,  who  formed  a  kind  of  body-guar4  to  the 
prince,  and  determined  to  (hare  his  fortune,     Lewis  of 
'  Najiu  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  van-guard,  drawn  up 
in  Uich  a  manner  that  the  fecond  and  third  lines  might  re- 
lieve, the  firft,  without  confufion;    a  manoeuvre  never  cf- 
.fcSually  praftifed,  except  at  the  battle  of  Newport    The 
EngUJh^  commanded  by  Sir  Francis  Vere,  compofed  the*cTvicf 
.part  of  the  van  j  the  rear  was  led  by  count  Solmesj  and  con- 
.fifted  of  the  provincial  troops,  the  owifs^  and  French  auxili- 
aries.   h%  to  the  reajT-guard,   it  was  formed  of  German 
.foldicrs,  under  the  condu£l  of  Qliver  de  Temfih  a  general 
.officer  of  reputation. 
Sattkef       In  this  order  Maurice  firmly  expefled  the  .enemy,   w^iofe 
Newport,  .difpofition  was  nearly  fimilar,  each  havihg.a  body  of  cavalry 
in  front,  who  began  the  charge,  after  the  artillery  had  been 
.brifkly  ferved  for  near  three  hours ;  during  which  time  ^ch 
expected  the  other  would  adfance  to  the  attack.    'But  die 
iMTince  was  determined  not.  to  fatigue  his  troops  ^ith  march- 
ing over  fullry  fand^  and  the  archduke  was  advifed'by  Za- 
//«a  to  defer  the  ei^agement  to  the  next  ^ay,  whien  the 
army  would  be  refreihed,  and  other  circumftance^'  pofEbly 
more  favourable  than  at  prefent.    He  obferved  that  th^  ii|n 
was  now  direSly  in  the  eyes  of  the  Sfaniardsy  that  a  ftrong 
weftedy  wind  blew  clouds  of  fand,  and  would  drive  the 
whole  imoke  of  the  artillery  arid  muiketry  in  the  faces  of 
.the  foldiers,  which  would  prevent  their  diftingui](hihg  the 
cn^my,  and  greatly  difturb  their  operations  ;  that  the  event 
.of  an  attack  upon  tbe  confederates,  rendered  defperate  by 
their  fituation,  was  extremely  doubtful  3  that  victory  would 
.more  certainly  refult  from  defernng  battle,  and  cooping 
them  up  Jn  a  poft  where  they  muft  foon  perifb  or  furrender, 
having  no  retreat,   and  being  deftitute  of  provifioa.  and 
water.    But  the  foldiers,  fluihed  with  the  advantage  gain- 
ed over  Erneji  the  preceding  day,  loudly  demanded  battle, 
and  complained  of  being  deprived  of  their  plunder,  ,which 
they  believed  certain.     They  repeated  a  faying,  ufual  in  the 
^  wars  againft  the  Morifais :  Tie  more  Moorsy  the  more  glorious 
the  victory. 

Prince  Maurice\  cannon  was  fo  well  ferved,  md  the 
fliips  kept  up  fo  continual  a  fire  on  the  enemy,  during  high 
water,  as  forced  them  to  remove  to  a  greater  dtftance  from 
the  ihore,  upon  which  the  fleet  kept  on  its  courfe  ta 
'i)flend.  Both  vans  engaged  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  and 
fiifiained  the  fight  with  aftoniihing  obftinacy«  Jmert  direct- 
ed his  chief  ftreqgd)  againft  the  Englijh^  wno  batted  aQ  his 
effbtts,  until  Sir  Fran^ie  Vart  received  a  vih»uhd>  which  ob- 
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Mgcd  him,  for  a  while,  to  quit  the  field.    They  were  ftov# 
fupported  by  a  body  of  /rf« J  auxiliaries,  and  the  battk  be-  ' 

came  more  general,  the  confederates  right  Wing  being  deeply 
^^ngagcd  with  the  left  of  the  Spaniards,  iHefe  prodigrous  ha- 
vock  was.  made  among  the  enemy,  who  fcpe^tedly  returned 
to  the  charge,  after  they  were  broken  and  rcpulfed  by  the 
inceffant  fire  kept  up  from  the  artillery  and  miiftetry.  Upon 
the  left  the  confederates  frequently  jgave  Way;  but  they  were 
conftantly  rallied,  brought  back,  and  fupported  with  frefh 
troops  kept  in  referve.  At  laft  both  wings  of  the  enemy 
were  united,  and  the  center, 'cbmpofed  of  the  bcft  Italian 
and  Spanifl)  infantry,  alone  ftbod  firof,  repelling  all  the  ef- 
forts of  Maurice^  who  vigoroufly  attacked  with  the  chivalry 
mixed  with  infantry.  After  the  engagement  had  continued 
for  three  hours,  and  both  fides  feemed  rather  exhaufted,  anA 
ipent  with  fatigue,  than  fatiated  with  bloody  four  pieces  of 
cannon  were  fe  happily  pointed  againft  this  impregnable 
body  of  SpaniarSs^  as  put  the  whole  in  confufion,  and  ob- 
liged vifbiy  at  length  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  confede- 
rates. The  fire  of  the  artillery  was  fecondcd  with  a  general 
attack,  of  the  cavalry,  led  on  by  ^Maurice  in  perfon,  and 
puibed  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity.  As  foon  as  the  enemy 
.  were  perceived  to  ftaggcr,  thtDtacb  horfe  cried  out^  Fi^ory: 
the  word  inftantaneoufly  fpread  through  the  whole  army^ 
the  center  df  the  infantiy  advanced,  and  fell  on  with  fury  ; 
the  archduke  received  a  flight  wound,  and  his  troops  were 
wholly  difordered,  diQ>erfed,  and  routed.  Five  thoufand 
men,  befides  officers,  were  flain,  and  takeh  prifonersi 
among  the  latter  were  MendoT^  and  Zafena .'  i\\i  thus  ended 
a  battle  brought  on  by  the  imprudence  of  the  ftates,  won  by 
the  courage  and  (kill  of  Maurice^  together  with  the  blunder^ 
committed  by  Albert  $  with  the  lofs  bf  fifteen  hundred  meri 
killed,  and  an  equal  number  wounded,  on  the  fide  of  the  « 

confederates  (A).     Never  had  the  United  Provinces  expe-    - 
.*         Ml  tienced 


(A^  Various  are  tbeaccotiilts-  mardt  to  the  obftinate  courage 

of  the  battle  of  iVeow/dr/.     In  of  the  Englijh;    and    all  the 

drcnmftances  no  two  hiftoriaas  Dvtcb  writers  acknowlege  their 

Gretius  relates  that  the  btavcry,  but  deny  the  confe- 


\oU  of  the  Spania^Js  did  not  quences  drawil  by  the  £n£;ltj^ 

ejxe^  3C00  men  ;  Benti'uoglh  writer.  ReidanUs  is  feverein  his 

diminiihes  the  number  one  third,  animadverfions  upon  bdth  par- 

biit  allows  that  the  victory  was  .tie$«  The  Dutch  are  blamed  foi 

complete.     Sir  William  Temple  having  reduced  themfetveis  to 

aicribes  die  defeat  of  the  $pa-  the  necefficj/  of  fighting  or  pe- 
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ricnccd  an  event  more  important,  their  very  cxiftence  de- 
pending on  the /ate  9f  Maurice  and  his  army.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  anxiety  of  the  Dutch  deputies  fliut  up  in 
^  djl£7d  during  the  battle,  except  their  joy  on  receiving  d^p 
news  of  the  viftory,  and  the  congratulations  of  the  con- 
queror, who  afcribed  all  his  good  fortune  to  the  goodnpfe 
of  divine  providence,  and  the  courage  of  his  troops^  claim- 
ing to  himfelf  no  part  of  the  merit. 
frinee  W  H  E  N  the  purfuit  of  the  flying  enemy  was  over,  Maurlu 

Maurice    alighted  from  his  horfe,   and  at  the  head  of  the  troop 
gains  a      kneeled  on  the  ground  with  great  devotion,  returning  thanb 
complete     to  God  in  a  loud  and  fervent  prayer,  for  the  fignalvidory 
'viaop.     with  which  the  Almighty  was  pleafed  to  blcfs  the  confede- 
rate arms.    His  example  was  followed  by  the  army,  and 
next  day  was  appointed  for  public  tharikfgivings  ;at  Oftendj 
where  he  fuffered  the  troops  to  refrefli  themfelves,  while  he 
was  deliberating  with  the  deputies  and  his  oiEcers  the  future 
plan  of  operations.     Here  violent  contefts  among  the  fol- 
diers  arofe  about  the  prifoners,  whom  fome  were  for  putting 
to,  death,  in  revenge  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  on  their  com- 
rades, after  the  defeat  of  Erneji\  zn^  others  for  favihg,  in 
order  to  procure  their  ranfom.     However,  Maurice's  author 
rity  quelled  the  tumult,  and  his  gcnerofity  diffufed  a  fpirit  of 
liumanity  through  the  whole  army.    Every  man  was  touch- 
ed with  the  tendernefs  of  his  behaviour  to  Mendoza  and  la- 
fenaj  who,  to  the  mortification  of  being  prifoners,  had  the 
additional  aiHi£iibn  of  being  mortally  wotinded.     Notwith- 
ftanding  the  utmofl  care,  Zapena  died  in  a  few  days,  'filled 
/  with  fentiments  of  the  deepefl  gratitude  and  veneration  foi: 

'  the  chara^aer  of  Maurice^  whofe  conduft  more  refembled 

that  of' a  father,  than  of  the  conqueror  of  an  inveterate 
enemy". 

As  for  Merty  he  fet  out  the  day  after  the  battle  to  Ghent. 

to  confult  with  the  archduchefs  upon  further  meafures;  and 

'  was  receivjcd  with  fu<5h  afFeaion  and  intrepidity  of  conduit 

by  that  princefs,  as  infpired  new  hopes  and  frefh  courage. 

She  had  heard  before  his  arrival  a  variety  of  reports,  whioi, 

•  Grot.  lib.  ix.  p.  398. 

riftiing  ;  and  the  Spaniards  tot  \y  receive  fuppHes  by  tl\eihip- 
not  avoidinjg  battle,  when,  with-  ping,  which  did  not  quit  tfe 
^  cut  ftfiking  a  blow»  they  might  coaft  until  the  engagement  be- 
have reduced  the  enemy.  We  gan.  Meteren,  UL  23.  Bitiii' 
arc  however  of  a  different  opi-  njog,  /.  148,  Grot.  /,  509. 
sion,  as  Maurice  might  certain-  T^emp.  /,  74.    tUH.  Ub.  17, 
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in  the  ufual  manner,  exaggerated  the  Ipfs,  and  even  aflerted 
that  Albert  was  killed  j  but  (he  maintained  her  conftancy, 
and  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fecqred  the  efteem  and 
admiration  of  her  fubjefts.  Thence  the  archduke  returned 
to  Bruges^  where  he  colledled  together  the  fcattered  remains 
of  his  army,  which  he  joined  to  Velafco\  corps,  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  he  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Newport^  and  ' 
of  the  forts  he  had  taken  round  Oftend^  before  the  confede- 
rates had  left  that  city.  Maurice  incurred  cenfuire  for  hav- 
ing  (pent  three  days  in  this  place  j  for  not  having  purfucd 
the  enerfty  further ;  and  for  delaying  a  moment  to  Jay  fiege 
to  N^ori ;  but  he  vindicated  himfclf,  by  aliedging  the  fa- 
tigue his  troops  had  undergone,  and  their  reluftance  to  en- 
ter upon  any  new  enterprise,  before  they  had  recovered  their 
eXhauftcd  ftrength  and  fpirits.  On  the  i6th  of  July^  he 
completely  ixivmtA  Newport^  the  garrifon  of  which,  amount- 
ing to  three  thoufand  men,  made  vigorous  fallies,  and  fo 
ohftinate  a  refiftance,  that  the  prince  was  forced  to  abandon 
the  defign,  and  embark  his  army  for  Ofiend,  From  hence 
he  made  divers  irruptions  into  the  enemy's  territories,  but 
they  were  rendered  fruitlefs  by  the  powerful  army  aflembled 
by  Albert  \  and  as  the  ftates  were  not  in  humour  to  enter 
upon  frefh  unc^ertakings,  he  diftributed  the  forces  in  winter- 

Suarters.     By  thid  means  Flanders  efcaped  the  impending 
orm,  at  a  time  when  all  men  imagined  the  conqueft  of  this* 
province  would  be  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the  vi£tory 
at  Newport  ?. 

When  the  operations  in  the  field  ceafed,  overtures  of  Negotia^ 
peace  were  renewed.    Deputies  were  fent  by  the  archduke  tionsfor  a 
to  confer  witK  the  ftates  general,  at  Bergen-op^zoom.     Here  p^ace  broH 
they  were  met  by  deputies  from  the  ftates,  and  both  fides  ?#• 
readily  agreed  that  an  accommodation  was  neceflary,  and 
cflcntial  to  the  good  of  the  Netherlands ;  but  they  differed  as 
widely  as  ever  about  the  conditions.     It  was  acknowledged 
by  the  deputies  of  the  United  Provinces^  that  nothing  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  their  wifhes  than  to  fee  an  end  put  to  a 
ruinous  and  deftrudive  war  ;  but  this  was  not  to  be  expell- 
ed while  foreign  troops  refided  in  the  country,  and  po(refl[e4 
lall  the  fortreflcs.    They  folicited  the  affiftancc  of  the  Spanijh 

(provinces  in  expelling  foreigners,  and  reftoring  the  privi- 
eges  of  the  Netherlands ;  afTuring  them  that  the  difference 
of  religion  wbuld  occafion  none  in  the  affe£|tion  they  owed 
to  each  other  as  *countrymen,  provided  the  liberty  of  the 

^  MfTBR|9,  lib.:xxii. 

M  3  whole 
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whole  could  be  fecured.    They,  further  urged,  that  fp  de- 
pendent wastl^  archduke  on  the  cpurt  of  Spain^  and  fevera} 
cf  the  provinces  o|i  the  archduke,  that  np  treaty  with  either 
could  be  binding  or  iafe,  while  they  were  reined  in  by  citar 
dels,  and  under  the  laih  of  a  powerful  army.    To  this  the 
Other  deputies  replied,  that  they  were  fent  to  conclude  peace 
with  their  countryinen,  and  not  to  enter  upon  reviliiigs 
againft  their  fovereign  ;  that  it  could  not  be  e?cpe£led  the 
archduke  would  leave  himfelf  defen^elefs,  while  XhtXImUi 
Prwinces  remained  completely  armed,  and  ready,  to  feizethe 
;idvantage  which  his  credulity  might  offer.   They  concIude4 
with  folema  aiTurances  that  the  prince  would  ratify  whatmr 
conditions  were  fettled  among  the  deputies.    Neither  fide 
would  confent  ^>  be  difarmed,  and  thus  the  conrerenceV 
ended;   upon  which  the  Sj^^ar;^/^  provinces  applied  their 
whole  attention  to  the  means  of  fupporting  the  w^r  f^r  an? 
other  campaign.    While  they  were  deliberating  upon  tb^^ 
ineafure^,  letters  arrived  from  fhilip  III.  which  equally  dif? 
gafted  the  ftates  of  the  Spmjh  provinces,  and  the  archdul^. 
They  were  addrefled  in  the  iftile  pf  PUhp  VL  before  the  diir. 
memberment  of  the  Netherlands  from  the  Spamfi  monarchy^ 
and  the  phrafe,  To  our  efiates  of  the  provincesy  fetaine^A, 
The  ambaffador,  however,  removed  the  blame  on  the  fe?rc-. 
tary,  who  had  inadvertently  copied  the  phrafe  from  former' 
difpatqhes^  aiu)  thus  the  minds  of  the  people  arid  prince, 
were-quieted. 

The  firft  operations  concerted  by  the  flutes  of  the  Spamjli 
province?  were  againft  the  trade  of  the  enemy,  A  fleet  was 
equipped  at  Dunkirk^  under  admiral  Wakenay  to  deftroy  the 
herring-fifh^ries  of  JffoUi^  and  Zealand-,  upon, the  fuccefs 
of  which  depended,  in  a  great  meafure,  the^  ilrepgth  aod. 
opulence  of  thofe  provinces.  The  fi(hing-builes  were  pro-^ 
te^ed  by  three  men  of  w;ar  j  but  Waknq  attacjced  the  coe-, 
vpy  with  fuch  defperate  futy,  that  after  finking  one  of  tbct 
men  pf  war,  and  obliging  the  others  to  fheer  off,  he  fell 
upon  the  bufles,  which  he  funk,  burned,  and  deftroyect' 
The  i?«/^A  immediately  fent^  fquadron  in  queft  of  the/IV-  \ 
ffu^  admiral  i.  but  he  found  means  to  elude  the  enemy,  and 
bring  his  .fleet  i^^^  into  Datazici,  and  the  ports  of  GaUdul 
Thi$  lofs,  however,  was  compenfated  to  the  fioUanderJ,  b|[ 
••  the  arrival  of  the  richeft  fliips  ever  returned  from  thefn^'ts.^ 
upon  which  the  proprietors  (harcd  four  ^  hundred /^^^ 
upon  their  capital,  and  were  encouraged  to  launch  out 

.  f  Id.  ibid.    Lb  Clbrc,  p.  ai2.  Hb.  vii«    Gkot.  p.  401. 
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deeper  in  this  profitable  commerce.  As  to  the  fquadron 
fent  by  the  fti-eights  oi  Magellan^  it  came  back  difeppoin ted  j 
Ihattered',  and  fickly,  af^er  having  weathered  terrible  ftorms, 
andruftaine'dincrediblehardflilps*».  (B)  v      • 

DoitiNG  the  winter  a  variety  of  fchemes  were  fet  on  foot,    A.  D. 
and'enterprifes  fomtcd  for  feizitigupon  cities,  towns,  and'  i60K»> 
ibrtrefib.    The  mofl  important  was  a  deft^n  projedtd  by 
one  Praritis  dsPravihcif  to  deliver  Gertruydenhurg  to  the  Sfa^ 
niards ;  which  being  happily  difco/crcd,  the  traitor  was  con-» 
deinn^d  to' be  hanged,  drawn,  and' quartered.    About  this 
time,  Mendoza  and  other  prifoners  of  dtftin^dn  obtained 
their  liberty,  on  condition  that  all  the  foldiers  of  the  Unittd' 
ProvinciSi  confined  in  the  priibns,  or  on  board  the  Spanijh 
gallies^  Ihbuld  be  releafed ;  that  they  paid  down  the  fum  of 
23,000  livres,^  and  gave  fccurity  for  the  payment  of  75,000 
more,  at  a  time  appointed.  '  Le  Clercy  however,  alledges, 
that  the  prifoners  on  neither  fide  were  difmifled  before  the         ^ 
following   yeir,    becaufe    PhiSp  heglcffed  to*  ratify  the 
articles  of  ejtthange. 

As  the  ij>ring  approached,  the  United  Provinces  puflied 
more  vigoroufly  their  preparations  to  aft  offenfivdy  the  en- 
frnng  campaign,  without  whibh  it  was  obvious  the  riftory 
at  Nevopart  muftj»rov6'  fruitlefs.  They  i.jeived  frefli  re- 
mittslnces  from  rtance^  Henry  taking  this'  opportunity  of 
clearing  off  the  old  debts,  to  enable  tfie  ftates  to  Mrithnand . 
the  pawtrof  Spain  y  and  they  confiderably  increafed  the  re^ 
venue,  by  i^ew  duties  upon  all  imported  merchandife.  Money 

4  Grot.  Gb.  x.    McTiitEir>  fib.  niii, 

(B)  We  fliiift  net  omit  die  revenged,     Maurice  feiit  one 

{ollowfng.  iacident,  which  me*  doett  an  officer  of  a  bc^daad     ^ 

fits  a'pMce  adoong  the  trnfiu;*  enterprifiisg  «Dtu%  to  feise  op*, 

doftsoftheyear.  Thecooiitefs  Crofpth   a  lortre6  of  Meurit, 

ofl^envetufr,    firft  manied  lo  which  he  executed  with  fuccefs, 

cpmtlfern,  who  was  beheaded  frfter  having  defeated  the  goyer* 

iy  the  duke  oiJlva ;  and  aftet-  nor.  of  Stateuf  with  a  detach*, 

wards  to  the  count  of  iV<?wfatfr,  inent  of  400  horfc  and  500.    ' 

bequea^thed  to  piince  Maurice^  foot.  '  By  this  means  the  whole . 

it  her  death,  the  counties  of  coiinty  of  Meurs  was  jprefervied' 

Meurs  and  Ikrn,   'with  their  in  the  prince's  obedience,  and 

dependences.  Upon  the  formei^  the  ambitioh  of  the  D.  of  Ckvesf 


the  duke  of  Cle<ues  feized,  as  a    extinguifted,  by  one  vigorous 
$ef  of  hb  piincipality.    To  bo    blow  jadicioafly  aimed  ( i  )• 

(i)  Rii^tut,  lib,  17.      ti  CUrc,  lih,  7c 

M  4  was 
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^/^^{r  ef  was  IikewUib' borrowed  from,  the  iivi/ii  traders,  fo  fiicceffllut 
the  enemy    in  the  late  voyage  to  the  Molucca  IflantU,  and  a  variety  of 
defeated^    fckeoies  propofed,   and  adopted,  for  raiiing  the  neceflarf 
^Rhim-  fupplies.    Prince  Maurice  had  given  orders  for  the  army  to. 
bcrg  taken  affemble  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grevenfwaert^  and  hie  ca- 
hP^'^^    valry,   in  marchii^  thither,   encountered   a  body  of  the 
**"**'    enemies  horfc,  under  count  Jdolphus  de  Betgj  whom  they 
defeated  with,  conflderable  daughter.     Thi^  accidental  ad- 
vantage!, was  deemed  a  ha{»y  omen ;  the  troops  a&mbled 
with  alacrity,  croffed  the  Rhine  the  gth  of  Jung^  and  ap- 
peared three  days  after  before  Rhimbergy  garritoncd  by  1200 
men^  under  the  condud  of  Bernard  d^Avik*     The  prince 
began  his  operations  by  attacking  a  fort  fituated  in  a  fmaU 
ifland  in  the  Rhine j  to  prevent  his  being  expofed  to  the  in- 
fults  of  the  enemy^    After  forming  this  poft,  \it  made  it  die 
head  of  bis  trenches,  at  which  tbefcKMier^  worked  widi 
great  diligence '.  '  .     ' 

Oftend he-      ALB E RT  was  not  in  a  condition  to  a^mpt  raififlg 
fieged  by     the  fiege ;  but  he  ordered  count  Herman ^  de  Bergf  govemoc^ 
fJl^e  arch-    of  Sponifi  GMilderkfnd^   to  endeavour  throwing  ivt  ]^ppliet  i 
dnke*         and  he  projected  making  an  efie£lual  diverfion,  by  layiiig 
fiege  in  perfon  to  Oftend*     The  prince  was  acquainted  witb 
his  intentions,  but  continued  fo  profecute  his  operations,  iQ 
which  he  encountered  a  variety  <^  difficulties  from  the  vi-^ 
gorous  faiUes  of  the  garrifon.     By  the  14th  of  the  montb, 
in  defpite  of  all  obftru£tion,  he  pudlhed  his  works,  to  tha> 
f^impart  of  the  counterfcarp,   which  he  undermined,  airf> 
blew  up  with  great  fuccefs.  '  Juft  as  he  eiFe<5led  a  lodgment, 
he  was  deprived  of  eight  companies  of  Englijb  Xxea^s,  de* 
Cached,  by  order  of  the  ftates,  to  join  Sir  Francis  Vere^  fent 
,  with  a  ftrong  corps  to  annoy  the  archduke's  army-  hekfst 

Qfimi.  This  diminution  of  his  ftrength.  did  notdifieou-' 
j-age  Maurice ;  hie  plied  the  garrifon  with  fed*4iot  bnIJet%: 
«fl^£ted  a  bt'each  by  another  fuccefsfol  mine,  and^as  fit*' 
paring  to  give  the  aflault,  when  the  garriibn  capitulated  up 
on  honourable  conditions.  The  redudion  of  Rbim^'erg  wai 
of  the.  utmoft  confcqvence,  becaufe  it  covered  the  province 
pfOverjiffel^  and  now  prevented  the.  enemy  from  levying 
contributions  towards  that  quarter.  In  this  matujeii  it  waS} 
that  a,  town,  fequ^ftcrcd  in  the  hands  of  the  eled^of  O* 
kgn,  and  committed  by  him  to  the  Sp/miards^  whom  he  fa-^ 
vouredy  fel)  at  laft  into  th^  hands  qf  th§  flates  general* 

•9  l,tClt%^f  lib/fi!,    JBjHTiypG. p.  3.  |ib,  vtr 
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At  Ofiend^  Albert  made  the  moft  vigorous  efforts.  The 
afieSions  of  hjs.fubjedts  had  enabled  him  to  raife  fiich  an 
zrvny  3&  it  was  impoilible  {ox  Maurice  to  attack  with  any 
probability  of  fuccefs.  Yet  after  months  were  (pent  in 
thefiege  little  progrefs  was  made.  Sir  Francis  Vere  threw' 
htmfelf  into  the  town,  and  the  garrifon  behaved  with  fuch 
intrepidity  as  aftoniihed,  but  did  not  difcourage,  the  arch* 
duke.  An  infinity  of  batteries  were  raifed,  and  ai&ults 
made  without  number.  Rivers  of  blood  were  fpilt,  but  neither 
fide  was  difpirited^  becaufe  they  received  conftant  fupplies 
of  men  and  provifion  ;  the  army  from  the  country  around, 
and  the  garrifon  by  the  fea,  which  was  conftantly  kept 
open*.  The  obftinacy  of  Albert^  in  profecuting  this  fiege, 
aHForded  the  Umted  Provinces  all  the  advantages  they  could 
defire.  Maurice  was  left  matter  of  the  iield,  wbife  the 
treaiiires  and  forces  of  Spain^  and  the  Flemijh  provinces, 
were  exhaufted  before  a  place  deemed  impregnable,  becaufe 
it  could  always  be  relieved.  He  atcordingiy  rnvefted  Bol" 
duc  with  an  army  of  7000  foot  and  3000  horfe.  The  place 
was  garrifoned  only  by  ten  companies  of  infantry  and  an 
e^al'  number  of  cavalry  i  but  fuch  was  t^e  fpirit  of  the 
burghers,  animated  by  the  clergy,  that  they  refplved  to  fuffet 
all  extremities  rather  than  fubmit  to  heretics.  The  trenches 
were  opened  on  the  ift  of  Niyuemher^  and  the  fiege  vigo- 
rouflypufhed  until  a  ftrong  reinforcement  entered  the  town 
Oil  the  27th  J  the  printe's  army  being  infufficient  to  defend 
lines  of  lo  great  extent.  This,  togethei*  with  a  report  that 
tjie  archduke  was  marching  with  powerful  forces  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  garrifon,  and  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  obliged 
Maurice  to  relinquifh  the  enterprifc,  and  fend  his  troops  in- 
to winter-quarters. 

All  this  time  the  fiege  of  Oftend  went  on  without  intcr- 
miffion.  Neither  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  the  mur- 
murs of  the  troops,  or  the  intrepid  gallantry  of  the  garrifon, 
could  oblige  the  archduke  to  renounce  an  attempt  upon 
which  be  had  fet  his  afiedions.  Both  the  army  without,* 
and  the  garrifon  within,  fuiFered  extremely  by  ficknefs  and 
fiatigue.  The  Englijh^  in  particular,  who  were  conftantly 
in  adion,  and  unfeafoned  to  the  climate,  were  greatly  di- 
miniQied ;  infomuch  that  the  befieged,  who  at  firft  amount- 
ed to  7000  men,  were,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  reduced 
to  3000.  At  the  fame  time  the  outworks  were  greatly  da- 
maged by  the  enemy,  and  unufual  inundations  of  the  fea, 
to  repair  and  defend  which  required  an  exceeding  exertion 
of  vigour  and  diligence.  Dykes,  furrounded  by  fafcines, 
V^fe  ere£led  to  oppbfe  the  fury  of  the  waves,  and  had 
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fcarce  been  finiihed,  when,  the  archduke  ordered  them  to  If 
attacked  and  fet  on  fire,  with  fo  tnuch  fuccefs,  that  th^ 
,  burned  for  tbree  days,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  garHfott; 
The  moil  vigorous  fallies  were  made^  and  the  utmoft  efforts 
ufed,  to  extinguifb  the  flames,  without  fuccefs.  At  bft, 
when  the  befieged  were  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  ^v[  Fronds 
Vere  received  intelligence  from  a  prifoner,  that  the  archdutc^ 
had  appointed  the  next  day  for  a  general  aflault  with  alfbis 
forcc^.  Alarmed  at  this  intimation^  the  truth  of  which  lie 
could  not  doubt,  becaufe  the  foldier  was  fo  particular  as  to 
give  a  pUn  of  the  difpofltion  of  the  attack  ;  he  detbrminei 
to  €lude  the  danger,  by  fetting  on  foot  a  capitulation,  which 
might  protract  the  time  until  his  garrifon  was  refrefhed^ 
and  the  place  reinforced.  His  ftratagem  fucceeded  ;  hete- 
ceived  a  fuccour  of  four  companies  of /oot,  and  accompIifi« 
cd  all  his  other  purpofes,  before  his  defign  wa3^  fufpeded. 
His  conduA  was  blamed,  as  difingenuous  and  unworthy  of 
a  foldier;  it  certainly,  however, protracted  the  fate  of  Ofi^ 
which  he  afterwards  defended  with  fuch  aftoniihibg^t 
and  refoliition. 

Irritated  at.having  been  the  dupe  of  the  EngMjip' 
▼ernor,  ^/^/  refolved  upon  revenge ;  and  appointed  the 
jji^joi  January  for  ftorming  a  wide  breach  which  his  bat- 
teries eflfeaed.  The  attack  was  madie  with  the  uttnoffyi- 
gour,  under  Mexia^  an  experienced  Spanijh  officer.  It  was 
Supported  for  three  hours  with  unremitting  courage^  anf  at! 
]aft  repelled  by  the  invincible  intrepidity  of  the  beiieged,  af- 
ter the  Spaniards  had  loft  1000  men*  After  this  unprpfpe^ 
rous  aiTauIt,  the  archduke  was  advifed  to  raife  the  M^% 
which  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  rendered  intolerable  to  va^ 
tr9op$ ;  but  he  now  thought  his  own '  reputation  and  the 
honour  of  the  Spamjh  arms  too  deeply  interefted  to  lifted  to 
any  propoiitions*  He  ordered  barracks  to  be  ere<Sted.for  the 
accommodation  of  the  foldiers,  committed  the  dirc(iioh'  of 
the  fiegc  to  don  Juande  Rivas^  and  fet  out  for  G^^y/,  to  coo- 
cert  the  mean^  of  pulhing  his  operations  with  ftill  niore  fi' 
goun  The  liates  general  embraced  this  occafioa  to  cx; 
change  the  garrifon  of  0/lendy  which  was  worn  out  «n<f 
emaciated  with  perpetual  fatigue  and  watching^  As.  the 
enemy  had  confiderably  relaxed  in  their  diligence,  and  the 
comnninication  with  the  iea  was  preferved  open,  the  fchemtf 
was  executed  without  diiScuIty,  A  frefli  garrifon,  fupplie^ 
widi  every  necellary,  accordingly  took  charge  of  the  town,; 
under,  the  condu£^  of  colonel  Dorpy  colonei  JEdsncnJs^  ^ 
Smibmany  and  tigrtain^  a  Fnmhman.    Sir  Fhncis  F^h 
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wirh  the  former  garrifon)  joined  die  army  under  pdnce 
Maurice. 

O  STE  ND  was  certainly  not  worth  a  moiety  of  the 
treafures  expended  in  that  fiege  and  defence.    The  garrifon 
coft  the  ftates  near  200,000  livres  per  month  ;  how  much 
Ihore  muft  the  archduke  have  lavifiied  away  in  ufelefs  works^ 
ammunition,  provifion,  barracks,  and  the  other  expences 
of  a  numerous  army  ?  The  Spaniards  had  an  idea,  that,  by 
gaining  pofleffion  of  Oflmd^  they  could  Ibut  up  all  the  ports 
in  %edani<i  and  wholly  deftroy  the  commerce  of  the  pro- 
vince :  that  indeed  would  have  been  a  confiderable  objed ; 
but  experience  proved  that  the  trade  of  Zealand  was  inde« 
i  pendent  of  OJiend.  .  It  was  the  court  of  Spain^  and  not  the 
\  7V«  Provinces y  that  pufhed  this  fiege  ;  the  latter  perceived 
r  that  they  lay  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  while  the 
i  whole  force  of  the  Netherlands  was  employed  upon  a  fingle. 
'^  obje£l ;  they  therefore  pofitively  refufed  the  fum  demanded 
}  by  the  archduke,  and  infifted  on  his  fupplying  the  mutinied 
\  troops  out  of  the  money  arrived  frpm  Spain^  which  he  now 
deftined  for  profecuting  the  fiege  of  OJlend.    But  the  army 
|i  was  augmented  early  in  the  fummer  by  8000  Italians^  under 
1:  th^  marquis  Sptnola,  to  whom,  in  the  end,  the  profecution 
si  of  the  fiege  was  committed.    The  United  Provinces  formed 
i  a  icheme  for  preventing  the  jundion  of  Spinola  and  the, 
l\  Spanijbzxmyj  but  it  vaniflied  in  fmoke.    It  was  therefore 
i;  propofed  that  Maurice  with  his  army  ihould  make  the  tour  of 
i   Brabanty  enter  Flanders  on  that  fide,  and  march  to  the  relief 
r.  of  0/iehd.    Maurice  reprefented  the  diiBculty  of  marching  a 
i   large  army  through  an  enemy's  country,  nlled  with  forts 
1--  and  garrifons,  and  narrowly  watched  by  an  army  ^  but  his 
opinion  was  over-ruled.  He  was  ordered  to  begin  his  march, 
and  he  accordingly  pafled  the  Meufe  with  all  his  forces,  at- 
tended with  aoGO  waggons  laden  with  provifions.    On  his 
entering  the  territory  otLiege^  he  obliged  the  inhabitants  to 
furniCh  the  army  with  every  kind  of  fubfiflence,  under  piin 
of  military  execution.     In  Brabant  he  publifhed  an  tdiSt^ 
fent  htm  by  the  ftates  general,  inviting  the  provinces  fubje£l 
to  the  archduke,  to  join  with  him  in  reftoring  the  privileged 
of  the  Netherlands^  and  throwing  off  the  oppreffive  yoke  of 
the  Spaniards ;  but  this  publication  producing  no  effe£):,  the 
ai:my  advanced  to  Tillemont^   where  Mendoza  was  pofted 
with  a  bofly  of  14,000  horfe  and  foot.  He  had  taken  pofief- 
fion  of  a  pafs  through  which  the  prince  muft  neceflarily 
inarch,  and  muft  be  forced  before  the  army  could  proceed. 
ifiaurice  attacked  his  -advanced  guard,  drew  up  before  him 
|n  ofdei  of  l>atde^  but  could  not  bring  the  Spaniard^  grown 
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more  cautious  by  his  imprifonment,  to  an  engagement 
Upon  this  axotfficil  of  war  was  called ;  and  here  it  wa« 
un^nimoufty  dctermJneJi,  that  purfuing  the  rout  marke^  out 
by  the  Aates  woiild  be  imprafticable,  and  that  invefting 
Gr^nv  war  a  ttieafure  more  fafe  and  important.  '  Thiscntcr- 
prife  was   accordingly  undertaken  with   great    (pirif   ariif' 
aiaerity.     Nature  and  an  had  contrived  to  render  this  6n^ ' 
of  th€f  ftrongcft  bulwarks  in  the  Netherlands  \  it  was  garrW^ 
foned  by  a  body  of  veterans,  under  Gonzales^  a  Spamjh  offi-" 
cer  of  meritj  and  fupplifed  with  all  the  requifites  of  a  vigo- 
rous defence.  ^  Hdaurice  began  hi^  operatlonis  with  attacking 
a  half-nioon^  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  of  which  he  g^kined 
pofleffion  in  a  few  days.    He  opened  treriches  on  the,  oppo- 
fitefide,  pulhed  his  attacks  by  fap,  merely  to  fave  die  de-! 
ftruQion  o£  his  men^  and  wa^  oppofed  by  the  mbft  vigorous 
falKes,  in  one  of  which  Sir  Francis  Vere^  Whd  comtnahd^' 
on  the  right,  was  wounded.    Mendoxa  approached'  within" 
half  2^  league  of  the  prince's  quarter,  with  Intention  tp  fprce,' 
fuccours  into  the  town,  or  raife  the  fiege  by  it  battle  j'^i^C 
he  found  theiotrenchments  fojudicioufly  formed,  that  tie  d^' 
/paired  of  fuccecding  in  the  latter,  and  applied  his^wKoIe  at-[ 
tention  to  the  former.     His  attempts  Were  baflfled*^  lie  *wai, 
reduced  to  extremities  in  his  Camp,  and  forced  fd'retinBio 
Venloy  leaving  the  earrifon  oiGrtwe  to  make  th^  beit^defenccl 
in  their  power.    In  confequence,  after  fuflainin£^a('  fy^ 
of  ten  weeksy  Gonzales  furrendered  upon  honOurabfe  con- 
ditions ■.  '  *,'    *  V    '  • 

j>    ^.  f       It  was  foo|i  after  the  reduflion  of  Grave,  that  the'  paR^'^ 
the  Italian  ^"^^'^^^^^5  mutinied,  and  formed  one  of  the  moft  dangerous^ 
troops,       confpiracies,  which  had  yet  appeared  in  the  Spdnijb  army/ 
At  firft  they  endeavoured  feizing  upon  Diefl-y  but  being  dif- 
appointed,  they  marched  to  Gravendorky   and  thence  ia 
Hoogjiradey  fo  near  Breda,  that  they  could  eafily  be  proteS- 
ed,  fliould  the  archduke  offer  to  reduce  them  by  .violent 
meafures.     After  tcoeiving  aflfurances  of  prince  MauriaS 
favour,  they  began  with  levying  contributions  in  BrahatU, 
At  the  fame  time  the  garrifons  oi  Antwerp  and  Weert  railed 
great  clamours  for  their  pay,  and  at  laft  openly  mutinied. 
The  latter  were  appeafed  by  the  advancement  of  part  of 
their  arrears ;  but  it  was  not  eafy  to  fatisfy  the  large  de- 
mands made  by  the  former,  of  arrears  upwards  of  twelve 
months  Handing.    Money  indeed  was  fo  fcarce,  that\^;i- 
doTUi  quitted  the  command,  and  fet  out  for  Spain,  where  he 
was  very  coldly  received.    In  this  fituation  the  archduke  re- 
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'  (olvei  to  try  the  effea*  of  fevcrity  j  h«  had  oft«n,  to  no  por- 

pofe,  ufcd  gentle  methods.     A  manifefto  was  publiftcdr<Jc- 

.  daring  the  mutineers  at  Hofigfiradt  proCcribed,  their  effe6ls 

:  confifcated,   and  thenjfelves  guilty  of  high  treafon,   for 

•  w*ich  a  reward  of  100  crowns  was  offered  for  the  head  of  a 

^  fubaltern  ofEccr  ;  100  for  that  of  a  field  officer ;  and  ten  for  ' 
"■'  1,-1-.°*^  ^^»  private  foldier.  Immediately  the  mutineers 
"  pubhflied  a  well-drawn  apology,  in  which  was  refitted  every 
;  a&rtion  of  tjie  archdulce,  and  that  duke  was  taxed  with 
profufion  and  luxury  at  his  court,  while  the  army  wa4  oe- 
.riihmg  writh  cold  and  hunger.  J^ot  faOsged  with  mere 
^  words,  they  made  a  furious  irruption  into  U^t  and  Br<Ama 
■:_  levying  heavy  contributions,  and  punilhing  with  milliard 

•  execution  whoever  refufed  to  comply  with  theii-  domands 
buch  was  the  terror  they  infpired»  that  the  pope's  nkntio  in-       " 

f  terceded,  promifed  to  procure  their  pardon  if  they  wobM 
"iubmit,  and  hkewife  opfj-ed  them,  a  confiderable  fum  of 
'  money.  ^  The  ftate«  of  the  Ten  Pravinca  afiembled  to  deli- 
J  berate  the  means  of  advancing  their  whole  pay ;  but  this  the 
>.  archduke,  refolvcd  to  try  the  effeSs  of  rigour,  oppofed. 

•  The  incur/ions  of  the  routineers  in  Brsiia^  were  fiipported 
;  by  others  made  by  the  confederate  foldiccs,  no  left  ruinous 
^,  .f  ^e  country.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  laws  of  war  were 
^  ftriaiy  Qbferved  by  the  mutineers,  who  fonaed  chemfelVea 
'  'T  u  ^'^^^  °^'  ?\"'tary  eRabliibment,  under  certain  laws, 
.which  th^y  rigidly  obfcrved.    Certain  officers  of  their  ca! 

i  valry  having  been  won  over  by  the  archduke's  promifes 
were  f<nzed,  put  totjie  torture,  and  hanged  by  the  heels! 
:  They  had  not  only  their,  officers,  their  council,  and  their 
I  f  fu  •  i  '  > .  '  r  ^«"!*»7»  a  feal,.  arms,  and  motto.  JU 
l-Mt  had  given  Frederic  Je  Berg  orders ,  to  march  with  7600 
I  ™/n  »gg'nA  *e  mutineers,  who  had  now  affupied  the  name 
toij^e  Squadron.  Maurtce^c  them  notiw.of  the  approach 
^  of  ih^  enemy,  and  defired,  if  they  Aould  want  his  proteSi- 
« on,  to  advance  nearer  his  camp }  but  Fredtrk  de  Berg  made 
iio  much  ^afte  that  he  iurrounded  them  in  Afo^ri.,.  arid 
f  would  have  obliged  them  to  furrender  at  difcretSn,  had  not 
;  Maurtce^i£oaMy  arrived  to  their  relief,  and  obliged  Ber^ 
» to  retire*.  s  « -""S 

i     Such  was  the  fxtuation  of  affairs  at  the  clrfe  of  the  r.  r 
.  year,  during  which  the  fiege  of  Oftend  was  ca^S  on  w Sh  S.?!' 
w/rV'^^K'-'"  *'  ?'^'''""8  y«r,  and  with  as  iTtSe  SS 
muftlVl.    .S  "  ""a*  ^*=»'»^  ^parent  that  the  garrifon'oLi 
!  muft  at  length  furrender,  for  want  of  room,  whidi  daily  d^ 

«  QaoT.Kb.xi.    Mitbkih,  lib.  xxir. 
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miniihed  by  inches.     The  works  were  confiderably  da- 
maged, many  of  them  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  but  con- 
ftantly  fupplied  by  others  ereded  in  their  ftead.     By  tbii 
.  means  the  garriibn  continually  loft  ground,  and  they  wen 
at  laft  coo^  up  in  a  very  narrow  fpace ;  though  they  ftHi 
maintained  their  fpirits,  as  they  received  every  kind  of  fup- 
plies  and  refrefllments  from 'the  harbour. 
Pregreft        To  conclude  the  tranfadions  of  the  year,  the  returns 
tfcom-      fromjthci  Eafi  Indies  were  no  lefe  confiderable  than  the  fbr« 
mara.       meryear.    Three  (hips,  loaded  with  fpices,  arrived,  anJ 
brought  with  them  ambafladors  to  prince  Maurice,'^  from 
the  lung  of  Jchm^  Who  had  no  idea  of  a  republic.     Tbde 
fucceiles,  and  the  growing;  commerce  of  England  and  From 
to  the  fame  quarter,  infpu'ed  tbe  firft  idea  of  a  company, 
which  has  finoe  proved  the  ftremgth  and  bulwark  of  tbe 
*        Umtid  Prmncei^  ^XiA  the  moft  opulent  mercantile  body  is 
the  univerfe.    For  the  farther  particulars  of  this  flouriihiiig 
company,,  the  reader  may  confult  the  explicit  account  al- 
ready given  in  the  tenth  volume  of  this  work»    "We  fliall 
only  obferve,  that  the  return  of  the  In£m  ambaflador  In- 
fpired  the  Eajtirn  nations  with  fentiments  of  great  reiped 
for  the  Dutcb^  whom  they  now  re^rded  as  equal  in  power 
to  the  Spaniards  and  P^rtuguefe,    The  ifland  of  Ternate^  one 
of  the  Xfokocas^  declared  in  their  favour,  and  was  fuppoited 
by  the  Hollanders  in  a  war  againft  an  inveterate  enemy, 
the  king  of  Tidore.     In  a  word,  the  fum  paid  by  the  com- 
pany for  their  charter,  the  vaft  exportation  of  home  maDU- 
fa£iures,  the  prodigious  wealth  drawn  into  the  provinces  by 
the  fale  of  InMa  commodities,  the  aftonifhing  increafe  of 
the  marine,  and  theimmenfe  revenues  arifing  from  even 
flight  duties  upon  fo  immenfe  a  trade,  raifed  the  United  Pri- 
vinces  to  a  degree  of  opulence  and  grandeur,  amidft  all  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war,  which  will  hardly  be  credited  by 
pofterity.    Hence  they  were  enabled  to  profec^te  their  mi- 
Jitary  operations,  without  detriment  to  commerce  ;  and  to 
foil  the  attempts  of  Philip  and  Albert  to  deftroy  their  liber- 
ties, while  diey  were  duping  every  other  nation  in  trade, 
and  engroi&ng  to  themfelves  the  commerce  of  Jjia^  of  die 
Levant^  the  Babic^  and  a  great  parjt  of  that  of  America  "• 
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Contaimng  the  death  of   quern  Elizabeth,  and  tht 
•     iranfakipns  which  folkwedj  t^  the  cmdujim  of  tht 
truce  with  Spain  drd  the  archduke  Albert,  in  the 
year  1609. 

Tm  S  year  was  ufhered  in  by  the  death  ofqueen  EK-   A.  Dj 
zsabethj  the  ftrenuous  protefirefs  of  Holland  againft    1603/ 

'the  ufurpation  of  Spain.    In  fliis,  it  muft  be  confefled,  Bie  DeatJb •/ 
was  wholly  actuated  by  felf-intereft  %  but  ftill  the  ki&ftance  Elizabeth 
cf  men  and  money  afforded  to  the  provinces,  laid  the  fpun-  wm  •/ 
(dation  of  their  independency,  and  often  met  with  unmerit- Enghnd. 
ed  returns.     Some  writers  fuppofe,   and  not  improbably, 
that  this  event  was  no  way  dtfagreeable  to  the  ftates  general. 
The  foirit  of  Elizaieth  was  too  violent,  and  the  fupcriority 
Jhe  anumed  fo  diigufting,'  that  neceffity  alone  forced  them 
to  comply  with  her  humour.    The  Hollanders  had  now 
thrown  tm  that,  humility'  which  charaderifed  them,  when 
the  pro^e^on  of  the  EngUJh  queen  was  fitft  implored; 
wealth,  power,and  thefuccefeof  fheirarmsjinf^iredahaugh- 
tmefi  which  copld  hot  fuit  with  the  (pirit  of  Elizabeth.  From 
the  char^iEler  of  Janies  I.  they  hoped  to  find  in  him  an  ally 

"equally  pijwcrfiil,  butlefetrouMcfome  and  imoerious.    To^iv   - 
fccurc  the  irttereft  of  this  prince,  a  folemn  embafly  was  ^^^^'  fg^/^^ 

'  to  tongratiilate  him  on  hi*  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  £'«-*^^'^^ 

glani.    The  ambaffadors,  afterdcmonftrating  the  neceffity  ^^j^^jj^ 
they  were  under  of  continuing  the  war  againft  Spain  and  the 
archduke  ,berought  his  majefty  to  continue  ^e EngUJh  auxi- 
liaries in  the  pay  of  the  ftates,  and  fuffer  them  to  be  recruit- 
ed ;  tHat  he  would  enter  into  a  league  with  other  powers  . 
of  Europe^  to  oppofe  the  afpiring  views  of  Spain  after  uni-     > 
verfal  monarchy;  adding,  that  her  late  majefty  having  defired 

.they  would  equip  a  fquadron  of  large  men  of  war  to  join  an 
armament  ftie  intended  aeainft  Spain^  they  had  accordingly 
got  ready  nine  fliips  and  two  frigates,  which  were  lying  in 
the  Downs  for  his  majefty's  orders.  To  this  James  anlwered  - 
in  general  terms,  expreffing  his  intention  to  five  upon  terms 
of  mendfliip  with  the  ftates  general,  but  his  irrcfolution  as 
to  the  meafures  which  fhould  be  formed  for  the  good  of  his 
kingdoms ;  he  was  but  juft  come  to  the  crown,  and  they 
muft.  excufe  him  if  he  declined  involving  himfelf  in  a  war  fo 
early,    ^y  this  the  ambaffadors  eaiily.  perceived  that  they 
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were  difappointed  in  their  views,  and  their  fituation  nothing 
improved  by  the  change  of  princes  in  England^, 

.  Th£  court  of  Spain  was  entering  upon  the  mofi  vigorous 
refolutibns  to  fupport  the  archduke,  as  they  now  entertained 
.    certain  expedfcations  that  he  would  have  no  iiTue  by  IJabilky 
and  of  confequence  the  Netherlands  muft  again  revert  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,     While  mutual  preparations  were  making, 
the  governor  of  BoUuCj  by  a  flratagcm,  cut  ofF  five  troops 
of  confederate  cavalry,  mofl  of  whom  he  made  pfifoners. 
Upon  this  Maurice  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  the  placej  and 
though  be  could  not  expedt  to  reduce  it  without  artillery, 
with  wbich  the  depth  of  the  roads  had  prevented  his  fbrnilh- 
ing  himfelf,  yet  to  check  the  infolcnce  of  the  garrifon,  and 
ftop  their  incurfions  into  the  territories  of  the  ftates,  was  an 
obje£t  of  confiderable  importance.    Thiiher  Albert  marched 
'  with  all  expedition  ;  but  on  his  arrival  found  that  Mauria 
had  not  ferioufly  determined  on  the  fiege,  becaufe  he  bad 
neglefied  to  occupy  all  the  pofts  neceflary  for  that  purpofc. 
To  profit  by  the  fituation  of  the  confederate  army,  the  arch* 
duke  detached,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  marquis  A 
Bella^  with  a  fele£l  body  of  troops,  to  feize  and  fortify  apoft 
which  would  greatly  ilraiten  the  enemies  quarters.    MaU' 
•,     .       rice  had  intelligence  of  the  motion,  and  prepared  to  fruftratc 
dete^a   *^^  ^^^^gn-     ™  ^^t  out  at  the  head  of  3000  Englijby  Scotch, 
todv  •f     ^^^  French^  with  whbm  he  came  upon  the  marquis,  as  he 
Spaniards*  ^^^  preparing  to  intrench  himfelf,  and  attacked  with  fuch 
*  irrefiftible  impetuofity,  as  firft  put  the  enemy  in  confufion, 
and  foon  obtained  a  complete  vidory,  and  pofleffion  of  the 
important  poft  difputed.     It  was  this  aftivity  and  penetra- 
tion which  rendered  the  prince  on  every  occafion  fuperior  Vi 
his  enemies,  who  pofTelTed  all  his  prudence  and  experience 
without  that  intuitive  talent  fo  eflfential   to  the  general. 
After  this,  the  prince  abandoned  all  the  forts  and  works  he 
had  ere£ted,  and  remained  for  two  days  encamped  in  flie 
open  country,  at  a  (hort  diftance  from  the  enemy,  to  pro- 
voke them  to  an  engagement.     But  Albert  had  now  fo  little 
inclination  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  battle,  that  he  retired, 
andj  under  pretence  of  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  put  his  troops 
in  winter-quarters  *».     Such  were  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, after  the  moft  vigorous  refolutions  were  taken  on  both 
fides,  of  pufliing  their  operations  with  uncommon  diligence 
and  perfeverance, 
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As  to  the  fiege  ofQ/?«?«t/,  it  proceeded  butflowly  ;   both  Pro^reft 
the  general  without,  and  the  governor  within,  had   been  of  the 
changed,  but  no  confiderabie  advantage  refulted  to  either  Af^  ^f 
party ;  Rivas  commanded  the  army,  and  prafiifed  every  ex*  ^^tend. 
pedient  to  approve  himfelf  worthy  of  the  truft,  but  he  was 
repeatedly  baffled  by  the  diligence  of  Vanier  Nootj '  the  go-» 
vernor.     At  laft  he*  fuceeeded  in  reducing  three  out-forts, 
which  he  joined  to  the  quarter  commanded  by  fort  Albert^ 
hy  me^ns  of  a  great  platform,  mounted  with  heavy  cannon, 
and  furrounded,  with  gabions  full  of  earth.     The  garrifort 
ercded  a  battery,  to  fruftrate  the  effefts  of  this  platform, 
and  threw  bombs  fo  fuccefsfully,  as  deftroyed  the  whole  at- 
tempt, and  coft.the  enemy   infinite  labour  and  cxpence. 
They  fecondcd  the  fire  of  their  battery  by  a  vigorbus  fally,  in 
which  700  Spaniards  were  killed,  and  an  equal  number  made 
prifoners.     Difappointed  in  this  defign,  Rivas  applied  his 
mind  to  ciftting  ofF  the  communication  between  the  garri- 
fon  and  the  fea.     Pompey  Torgouj  the  heft  engineer  in  the 
fcrvice,  contrived  a  kind  of  floating  battery,  which  would 
prevent  the  entrance  of  (hips,  provided  it  could  be  fecured 
from  the  fury  of  the  waves,  by  dykes  and  other  defences. 
To  raife  thefe,  above  half  the  army  was  afliduoufly  employ- 
ed forfe^eral  days,  and  when  the  work  was  almofl:  perfefted,* 
Rivas  had  the  mortification  to  fee  the  whole  deftroyed  by  a 
ftorm  of  wind,  which  drove  the  fea  with  great  violence 
againft  the  dyke,  and  an  inceffant  {hower  of  bullets  poured 
out  from  the  heavy  artillery   of  the  garriTon.    Upon  the 
whole,  though  no  officer  ever  laboured  with  ipore  diligence 
than  Rjvasy  he  made  little  progrefs,  which  fo  chagrined  the 
archduke,  that  he  refolved  to  commit  the  condudl  of  the 
whole  to  the  marquis  Spinola.     Before  the  marquis  would 
accept  the  honour  intended,  he  defired  lea:ve  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  fiege,  for  which  purpofe  he  fent  experienced 
officers  to  view  the  works.     Some  of  thefe  difluiiiJed  him 
from  hazarding  his  reputation   in   an  undertaking  which' 
iBuft  neceflarily  prove  'unfuccefsful,  from  the  impoffibility  of 
cutting  off  the  communication  of  the  garrifon  with  the  fea. 
Others  were  of  a  contrary  opinion ; .  they  believed  the  town ' 
muft  infallibly  furrender  in  time,    and  that  perfevcraoce 
would  furtnount  every  difficulty.    The  love  of  glory  fpurrcd 
on  the  mind  of  Spinola  to  embrace  this  laft  opinion.     Suc- 
cefs,  he  knew,  would  raife  his  reputation  to  the  higheft 
pinnacle  of  military  fame ;  and  (hould  he  fail,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  imputed  to  the  impoffibility  of  fucceeding. 

In  the  nionth  of  OSlober  he  took  charge  of  the  army,  and    a.  D. 
foon  diftinguilhed  his  capacity.     Before  the  fpring  of  the     j^q. 
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A.  D.    fucceeding  ytar  he  advanced  hi$  works  fo  far,  that  the 
1604.     dates  general  plainly  perceived  that  0/lsnd  could  only  be 
Th  ftates  faved  by  hazarding  a  battle,  or  at  leaft  making  fuch  a  di- 
refol'VB  to  verfion,  as  would  probably  oblige  the  archduke  to  jvith- 
heRege       draw  his  arnSy.     The    latter  propofal   was  thought   the 
xSluyce.      jeaft  hazardous  ;    and  upon  this  the  ftates  refolved,  fix* 
ing  for  that  purpofe  upon  the  fiege  of  Sluyce^  a  place  fo 
important,  as  would  certainly  engage  the  archduke^s  atten- 
tion.    The  army,  amounting  to  15,000  foot,  and.  I500 
horfe,  embarked  immediately  for  Zealand^  where  they  were 
met  by  prince  Maurice^  attended  by  U^iUiam  Naffau  gover- 
nor of  Frijelandy  Frederic  Henry  NaJJau  his  brother,  gene- 
ral of  the  horfe,  three  other  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Orengi^ 
the  prince  of  Jnhaky    the  deputies  of  the  ftates  general, 
and  the  council  of  ftate.    Next  day  the  fleet  fet  fail  for 
Flanders  J   and  the  troops  debarked  on  the  banks  of  the 
canal  Swartagate^  after  they  had  taken  two  fmail  forts  on 
the  ifle  of  Cadfant.     It  is  imagined,  that  if  Mauria  had 
proceeded  direcUy  to  Sluyce^  according  to  the  advice  of  the 
deputies,  he  might  have  taken  the  place  unprepared,  and 
obliged  the  enemy  to  have   raifed  the  fiege  of  OJiend^  by 
cutting  off  all  their  convoys  of  provifion.     On  the  con- 
trary, he  rejeded  the  propofal,  as  attended  with  athou- 
fand  difficulties,  which  could  only  be  forefeen  by  thofe 
•   who  were  experienced  in  the  art  of  war ;  but  the  reafens 
he  offered^  were  fuch  as  confirmed  the  fufpicions  of  the 
deputies,  that  be  was  not  defirous  of  finifliing  a  war,  up- 
on  the  continuance  of  which  depended    his    own  great 
authority,  and  the  elevation  of  the  houfe  of  Naffau.    Wc 
ihall  fee  bow  thefe  jealoufies  gave  birth   to  a  ftrong  Ac- 
tion, which  has  ever  fince  been  the  chief  barrier  of  the 
republic,  againft  the  afpiring  ambition  of  the  princes  of 
Orange** 
1  MAURICE:  proceeded  with   reducing   all  the  out- 

pofts  which  could  obftruft  the  fiege  of  Sli^ce.  He  took 
Ifendyck^  defeated  a  body  of  twelve  companies  of  Gerf^ 
toot  ported  at  Jrdembourg^  and  took  poffeffion  of  Mjddi^' 
hourg  in  Flanders^  which  the  enemy  evacuated  at  his  ap- 
proach.  Whether  he  ought  not  to  have  proceeded  di- 
>e6Uy  to  Sluyce^  is  what  cannot  be  determined  at  this  dif- 
tance  of  time,  through  all  the  mifts  of  prejudice  and  paffion 
which  obfcure  this  whole  tranfadion,  and  by  rendering  J*^ 
equivocal,  tarnifli  the  luftre  of  the  prince's  charafler.  >*' 
hert  had  no  fooner  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  M<i^^^^ 

«  Bbntivog.  p.  iii.  lib.  vii.    MsTBRrEN/ubi  fapra. 
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dUfl  he  detached  V^lafco  general  of  the  horfe,  ficce  A^^ 
dsTufs  departure,  to  take  poft  at  Damare^  a  ftrong  iitua- 
mii  between  Bruges  and  Sluya.  Here  he  was  by  every 
poiSbie  means  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  qi  the  enemy,  Mau'^ 
rice  determined  to.  diflodge  him,  and  With  that  intention 
detached  a  numerous  body  of  cavalry,  under  generals  , 
,  Ghend  and  Box.  The  Dutch  met  with  almoft  unfur-^ 
mountable  obftacles,  by  reafon  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
toads,  and  the  refiftance  made  by  Vetafco.  Bax  was 
Vounded,  and  his  troops  on  the  brink  of  being  defeated, 
When  the  infantry  feaibnably  arrived,  renewed  the  en- 
gagement, forced  the  poft,  and  defeated  the  Spaniards  with 
great  daughter.     Upon  this    fuccefs  the  prince  invefled  1 

o/i^v^,  evacuating  all  the  polls  which  comitialided  the 
town,  and  taking  the  befl  meafures  for  preventing  the  gar- 
riibn  from  receiving  fuccours,  until  his  lines  were  torn- 
pleated.  '  Serrano^  a  Spamjb  ofilicer  of  reputation,  com^ 
manded  in  the  town ;  but  he  was  badly  provided  with 
neceflaries,  and  fupported  only  by  a  fiender  g^rrifon,  of 
which  he  gave  the  archduke  immediate  notice.*  Supplies' 
of  men  and  provifion  were  frequently  thrown  in  before 
Maurice  had  finiflied  his  lines:  one  indeed  would  have 
imagined,  that  he  purpofely  fufFered  the  garrifon  to  be 
reinforced)  in  order  to  try  the  ftrength  of  his  own  capa- 
city,  in  reducing  a  town  which  had  every  advantage  that 
nature  and  art  could  communicate*  At  laft  he  had  fo 
completely  invefted  it,  that  the  archduke  placed  all  his 
hopes  of  the  fafety  of  Sluyce  in  the  marquis  Spinola^  who 
Was  far  advanced  in  the  Aege  of  Oftend^  and  had  gained  . 
niore  ground  in  a  few  weeks,  than  the  former  generals 
had  done  for  the  two  preceding  years.  Spinola  however 
had  too  much  difcernment  to  undertake  diilodging  prince 
Maurice^  which  was  ncccflary  for  the  relief  of  the  garri- 
fon, He  found  his  lines  too  ftrong,  and  drawn  too  judi- 
cjoufly  to  be  forced.  After  viewing  the  pods,  and. find  - 
ing  them  impregnable,  he  marched  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  Damore^  where  he  attacked  a  detachment  com** 
manded  by  IVilliam  of  Nqffau^  who  received  him  gallantly, 
and  fuftained  the  ihock  of  the  whole  Spanijh  zvmyy  until 
he  was  fupported  by  prince  Maurice^  which  obliged  Spi^ 
nda  to  retreat,  after  having  loft  above  a  thoufand  men. 
Next  day,  the  garrifon,  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  for  sluyce 
want  or  provifion,  capitulated  on  honourable  conditions,  taken  hy 
marched  out  with  their  ^rms  and  baggage,  but  fo  emaci- /nV^ 
ated  and  exhaufted,  as  to  excite  the  compaiSon  of  their  Maurice, 
enemies.      The  garrifon  of  Sluyce^  when  it    furrendercd, 
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amounted  to  four  thoufand  men,  fo  weakened  with  dif' 
eafe  and  hunger,  that  feveral  hundreds  dropt,  down  dead 
in  the  (hort  march  to  Damare  ^, 

The  fucccfs  of  Maurice  greatly  chagrined  Spinola.  That 
prince  had  .  in  the  fpace  of  three  months  reduced  the 
ftrongeft  fortrefs  in  the  Netherlands ;  whereas  the  Spani* 
tirds  had  fpent  three  years  before  Q///?«rf,.' and  it  was  ftill  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  fome  nien  whether  they  could 
fucceed. 

S  P INO  L  A  returning  to  the  fiege,  foon  demonftratcd 
,     the  poflibility  of  reducing  the  ftrongeft    fituations.     He 
blew  up  mines  every  where,  hp  made  violent  affaults,  and 
«  hemmed  the  befieged   within    fo  narrow  a  circle,  as  de- 

termined the  fate  of  OJiend*     Several  governors  fince  Noefi 
departure  had  been   killed,    and  a  multitude   of   inferior 
officers  were  either  flain   or  grievoufly  wounded.     Almoft 
every  fhot  from  the  enemies  batteries  now  did  execution, 
as  the  balls  fell  within  a  fmall  cbmpafs  wholly  occupied 
by  the  troops.     At  laft  a*ftrong  wind  from  the  fouth-weft, 
at  high  water,  gave  the  finifliing  blow  to  the  work$  of 
the  befieged,  which  being  newly  cre6lcd  in  the  room  of 
others  that  were  demoliflied,  could  not  withftand  the  fury 
of  the  waves.     Tfiey  were  all  overturned,  and  it  Was  af- 
terwards in   vain  for  the  garrifon  to  refift ;  however  they 
refufed  to  furrender,  before  the  fentiments  of  the  ftates 
and  prince  Maurice  were  known.     A  council  was  imme- 
diately called  at  Sltycej  to  deliberate  whether  the  relief  of 
the  garrifon  was  to  be  attempted,  or  the  place  immedi- 
ately furrcndercd.     The  latter  opinion' prevailed,  and  or- 
ders were  accordingly  difpatched  to   the  governor.     The 
capitulation,  in  which  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  obtained 
the   moft  honourable  terms,  was  figned  the  20th  day  bf 
Oftend      September f  above  three  years  after  the  town  had  been  firft 
taken  hy     invefted  ;  and  it  had  coft  the  lives  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
Spinola.     brave  foldiers.    By  means  of  this  fortrefs,  the  ftates  gene- 
ral employed  the  whole  ftrength  of  Spain  for  three  cam- 
paigns, and  prevented  the  archduke  from  entering  with  a 
foperiorarmy  mto  Xh^  United  Provinces ^  while  it  IcfiMaU" 
^  rice  at  liberty  to  reduce  Rimhach^  Grave^  and  Sluyce.     Cu- 

riofity  drew  the  archduke  and  duchefs  to  fee  the  remains 
of  a  place  which  had  fo  long  and  glorioufly  refifted  the 
whole  force  of  their  arms ;  bur  fcarce  the  veftiges  of.  what 
it  had  been,  could  no'rtr  be  traced  ;  all  was  a  heap  of  ruins, 
and   thofe  fine  works,    upon  which  fuch  vaft  fums  had 
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been  laviffied,  were  reduced  to  rubbiih  and  a  mere  chaos. 
As  for  Spinola^  he  was  loaded  with  honours,  and  equally 
carefled  as  if  he  had  terminated  the  war.     He  went  to  the 
court  of  Madrid^  to  foHcit  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year, 
was  graciouily  received  by  the  king,  and  promifed  all  he 
,  required.     He  gave  Philip  a  clear  detail  of  the  ft^te  of  the. 
Netherlands^  and  the  neceffity  of  carrying  the  war  into  the 
enemy's   country.     By  croffing  the  Rhiney   and  iinifhing 
their  operations  on  that  fide,  they  might  eafiJy  penetrate  intp 
the  jprovinces,'  which  they  would  find  impraflicable  on  the 
fide  of  Zealand f  where  canals,  rivers,  and  dykes,  rendered 
the/£?/i7«^/rf  inacceffible.  He  reprefcnted,  in  the  moft  lively    a.  D. 
colours,    the  diforders  confequcnt  on  the  mutiny  of  the    i6oc. 
troops,  which  proved  the  greateft  obftru<ftion  to  the  fer- 
vice;  and   demonftratcd,   that  the  difeafe  was  incurable, 
unlefs  they  were  paid  more  regularly  ;  for  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity did  not  require  that  foidiers  mould  fight  upon   truft, 
and  Aarve  in  the  caufe  of  their  country.     He  proved  that 
the  damages  fuftained  from  the  depredations  of  the  muti- 
neers, coft  the  government  more  than  if  they  were  fcru- 
puloufly  paid,  and  that  the  mifmanagement  of  the  revenue 
was  the  whole  fource  of  the  evil.     The  king  and  council 
were  fully  convinced  with  his  reafoning,  and  they  entered 
immediately    on   the   neccflary   meafures  to  fend  Spinola 
back,  with  full  power  to  remedy  all  the  diforders  of  which 
he  complained.     On  his  departure  he  was  declared  mar- 
ihal-general  of  the  camp,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Spantfl}  and  Italian  forces.     He  bad  authority  to  difpofe  of 
the  king's  revenues  and  troops  in  the  provinces,  in  what 
manner  he  thought  proper.     He  was  created  a  knight  of 
the  golden  fleece,  and  loaded   with  honours  and   prefer- 
ments, which  equally  fliewed  the  difcernment  of  Philip  and 
the  merit  of  Spinola  «. 

During  the  abfence  of  the  marquis  de  Spinola^  terrible  -^«'%  of 
difturbances  happened  among  the  Spanijh  troops,  who  were  t^^  ^t'*^"" 
all  on   the  wing  of  revolting.     Several  of  the  mutineers    rce^^ 
had  already  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  dates  5  others /& 
were  plundering  the  ten  provinces,  and  fome  had  the  in- 
folence  to   demand  the  ftrongeft  fortrefles  of  the  Nether^ 
landsy  as  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  their  arrears.     Albert's 
fituation  was  truly  deplorable ;  the  fcarcity  of  money  ren- , 
dered  him  incapable  of  fatisfying  the  troops,  and  his  loft 
authority  prevented  his  proteSing  his  fubjedts  from  their 
violences.    He  became,    through  no  fault  of   his   own, 

^  U.  ibid.    Metbr^n.  lib.  xxv.     Le  Clerc,  lib.  viii. 
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iequally  obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  foldiers,  whi!^    { 
the  ftates  a^  the  fame  time  refufed  the  fupplies  neceflaiy    I 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  court,  until    their  deman<u 
were    anfwered,    and   afTurances  given    that  the  foreign 
troop$  (hould  be  withdrawn.     Spinola  fortunately  arrived  in 
time  to  ftop  the  progrels  of  an.  evil,    which   muft  foom  . 
have  worked  the  ruin  of  the  provinces.     He  began  with 
immediately  paying  ofF  the  troops,    and   bringing  them 
back  to  their  duty,  with  rcdreffing  the  grievances  pf  the 
people,    and   giving  all  poflible  fatisfa^lion  to  the  ftates. 
Then  he  fct  on  foot  his  levies,  which  were  profecuted 
with  fuch  diligence  in  Germany^  Italy^  and  the   provinces, 
that  the  ftates   general   of  the  United  Provinces    became 
foon  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of  oppofing  this  vigilant  of- 
*         ficer  with   all  their  prudence  and  fortitude. 
fdofionsef     MAURICE  had  orders  to   augment  the  troops,  and 
frinc$       levy  a  body  of  horfe  in  Germany*     The  king  bf  Fram 
Mauri«    promifed  fuccours  in  a  fecret  manner,  and  advifed  the  ftates 
md  Spi-    to  enable  the  prince  to  enter  early  upon  aftion,  and  ftop 
l^ojar.        th^  defigns  of  Spinola.    But  v<ith  the  utmoft  endeavours 
Maurice  had  his  army  complete  a  month  before  their  ex- 
peflation.     In  the  month  of  May  he  made  a  bold  attempt 
on  Antwerp^  which  proved  fruitlefs,  though   it  was  plan- 
ned with   the  utmoft  prudence,  and   conducted  with  all 
Imaginable  refolution.    The  fhipwreck  of  the  veffels  em- 
ployed in  the  enterprize  ruined  the  whole,   and  afforded 
the   Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  making  a  great  number 
pf  prisoners.     It  yras  farther   intended  by  this  expedition, 
to  attack  Spinoh  at  his  head-quarters  in  the  neighbour- 
hoad  of  Antwerp^  before  his  whole  ftrength  was  colleftedj 
bat  both  enterprizes  failed  through  a  variety  of  crofs  ac- 
cidents.    The  prince  having  provided  all  the  forts  on  the 
8cheld  with  every  neceflary,  refolved  to  remove  the  feat  of 
war^into  Flanders^    to  preyeiit  Spimla^s  defign  of  pene« 
trating  into  the  United  Provinces ;  and  the  Jtaltan  general 
throwmg  a  bridge  over  the  river,  enabled   his   troops  to 
turn  tliemfelves  on  every  fide,  and  commence  hoftiJities  in 
whatever  quarter  was  found  moft   convenient.     Maurici 
was  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ifendyck^  and  Spinok 
iipagining  his  defign  was  to  attack  S,afde  Gand^  or  Bru^es^ 
removed  to  a  fituation  where  he  could  watch  the  motions 
»f  the  confederates,  without  tiny  danger  of  being  attacl^cdi 
|ii3  camp  being  furrounded  with  fens  and.  marjhcs*. 

>  pRPT.  lib.  xiv,     Mete]^en>  ibid. 
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^  While  the  two  principal  armies  were  attentively  ob- 
ferving  each  other,  the  archduke  detached  the  count  ik 
Buguoi  with  a  body  of  8000  men,  to  feize  upon  certain 
pai&ges  of  the  Rhine,  This  officer,  after  defeating  feveral 
imall  parties  of  the  enemy,  reduced  Keifers-waert^  into 
which  the  coadjutor  of  Cologne  put  a  garrifon,  thereby 
infringing  »he  neutrality  with  refpeft  to  the  United  Pro- 
vincei.  The  motions  of  count  Buguoi  put  Maurice  in 
fear  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  pn  Reinbach  j  to  pre-  ^ 
vent  which,  he  detached  his  brother  Henry^  and  Erneft  of 
Naffauy  to  put  this  important  place  in  a  itate  of  defence. 
They  encamped  on  the  Rhine^  threw  a  bridge  over  the 
river,  and  cho/e  fuch  a  fituation  as  fliould  enable  them 
to  fuccour  TVefel^  ReeZy  Emmericky  or  Rhimherg.  tVefel 
armed  the  burghers  in  its  own  defence.  The  inhabitants 
of  Ligueuy  Oldenzeely  Groly  and  Bravoort,  demanded  fup- 
plies  of  them,  and  provifions  from  the  deputies  "Who  at- 
tended prince  Henry ^  which  they  promifed,  and  negleded,* 
not  imagining  that  Spinola  would  penetrate  fo  far.  In  this 
they  were  deceived  i  the  marquis  perceiving  he  could 
do  nothing  in  Flanders^  left  the  reduftion  of  that  provinbs 
to  count  Frederic  de  Bergh^  and  fiiddcnly  arrived  with 
5000  men  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine^  halting  at  Boorort, 
This  river  he  croffed  on  the  24th  ofjufyy  having  received 
intelligence  that  the  provinces  of  Frijiiand  and  Overyfil 
were  defended  only  by  a  fmall  body  of  forces.  To  fecure 
his  retreat,  he  ordered  the  count  de  Buguoi  to  build  forts 
in  certain  pofts ;  and  to  conceal  his  defign,  it  was  de- 
bated in  the  arfchduke's  cabinet-council,  whether  Grat;^, 
Sluycey  Breda^  or  Bergen-op-zoomy  (hould  be  invefted. 
Informed  of  the  fludluations  in  the  enemy's  councils,  the 
ftates  little  imagined  the  United  Provinces  were  in  danger, 
and  had  accordingly  negleded  the  precautions  neceflary  to 
their  fecurity. 

As  foon  as  the  forts  at  Keifers-waert  werefiniflied,  Spir 
nola  laid  his  plan  of  operations  before  the  council,  which 
met  with   univerfal   approbation.       He    could   notavoiii 
traveffing  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of  Clevesj  and  of  oth^ 
neutral  princes  i  but  he  determined   that  his  army  {houH 
maintain   fuch  ftrift  difcipline,    as  Ihould  afford  no  jjuft  -  .    ,  , 
caufe   of  coniplaint;    he  fent  the  cqunt  de  SerJe  to  afliire  ^pwola  / 
the  magiftrates  of  the   towns,    that  no  violence  ihould  ^^^i^^P- 
be  offered   to  the    privileges   of  the  inhabitants;  leaving 
the  co^nt  de  Buguoi  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  proceed   , 
with  the  reft  of  the  army  through  Clev'es  and  Wejtphaliay  and 
maintaining  fuch  regularity  and  order,  as  even  forces  praife 
^  •    N  4  from 
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from  the  Dutch  writers.  Having  penetrated  into  OverjJfeU 
he  firft  prefented  himfelf  before  Oldenzeel^  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  Linguen^  which  was  the  principal  objeft  of  his 
attention.  In  one  day  Ke  reduced  the  former  town,  which 
was  poorly  fortified,  ill  provided,  and  weakly  garrifoncd. 
.At  the  fame  time  Trivukio  was  detached  to  occupy  all  the 
pofts  around  Linguen^  and  take  the  proper  meafurcs  for 
forming  the  fiec;e.  The  garrifon  of  Linguen  confided  of 
five  hundred  German  foldiprs,  under  the  conduft  of  Cob- 
hirty  who  had  juft  begun  to  repair  the  fortifications,  fuf- 
fered  from  penurious  motives  to  fall  into  ruins.  The 
flates  had  even  negledled  to  lay  in  the  neceffary  (lores,  be- 
caufe  they  hbppd  prince  Maurice  could  return  foon  enough 
from  Flanders^  to  fruftrate  all  the  fchemcs  laid  by  Spinola ; 
hut  they  fufFcred  the  juft  puniflimentof  that  frugality  which 
had  more  than  once  endangered  the  fupply  of. the  pro- 
vinces. The  town  was  invefted,  and  the  approaches 
were  fo  vigoroufly  carried  on,  that  Cobhin  capitulated  ten 
days  after  the  trenches  were  opened.  It  was  perhaps  an 
error  in  Spinola^  to  check  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  and  the 
rapidity  of  conqueft,  by  lofing  time  in  repairing  the  for- 
tifications of  Lifigueriy  but  his  defign  was  to  fecurc  a  rc- 
,  treat,  arid  maintain  a  footing  in  the  province,  fhould  he 
be  forced  to  retire  on  the  arrival  of  Maurice,  He  knew 
that  a  ftrong  garrifon  would  be  able  to  employ  the  prince*^ 
ftrength,  while  the  Spanijh  forces  might  leifurely  quit 
Over^ely  and  carry  their  conquefts  into  another  pror 
vincc  *. 

Prince  Maurice  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  the 
intention  of  the  Italian  general,  than  he  iflued  '  the  ne- 
ceffary orders  for  preferving  his  conquefts  in  Flan- 
ders^ and  proceeded  with  his  army  to  oppofe  the  enemy 
in  OveryJfeL  His  firft  defign  was  to  relieve  Linguen  ;  but 
the  garrifon  having  furrendered  before  his  arrival,  he  made 
difpofitions  for  covering  all  the  other  towns  that  lay  ex- 
pofed.  William  o{  Naffau^  governor  of  Frifeland  and  Cr^- 
ningeny  likewiie  begun  his  march  for  the  provinces,  to  rc- 
'move  the  apprehenfions  of  the  people,  and  fecure  their 
'fidelity  to  the  ftates,  in  which  he  proved  fuccefsful.  The 
great  objeft  was  to  prevent  Spinola  from  croffing  the  Tj^^li 
to  effeft  which,  Maurice  ftriftly  watched  his  motions. 
'After  he  was  joined  by  William^  the  army  amounted  to 
nine  thoufand  infantry,  and  three  thbufand  cavalry,  and  was 
confiderably  augmented  by  a  number  of  Spanijh  mutineers* 

*  Le  CtiRc,  lib,  viii.    Miterjen,  lib.  xxvii. 
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who  BOW  wholly  deferted   thit  fervice,  and  proved  ex- 
tremely faithful  to  the  ftates  general.     ViUar^  the  chief 
officer  among  the  deferters,  attacke4  and  defeated  a  de- 
tachment commanded  by   the  baron  de  la  Cbaus^  who  was 
killed  in  the  engagement.     The  vigilance  of  Maurice^  and 
the  advanced  feafon,  obliged  Spinola  to  retire,  after  he  had  Prince 
left  ftrong  garrifons  in'  Llnguen  and  OUinzeel.     He  can-  Maorice 
toned  iiis  troops  round  Malhelm^  at  fuch  diftances  as  fur-  ^l>ecks  bis 
niflied  the  prince  with  the  idea  of  furprifing  the  Spaniards,  t^ogrefu 
A  fcheme  for  this  purpofe  was  drawn  out ;  and  had   the  bytfatU 
execution  been  equal  to  the  defign  projefted,    the  Spa-  "*  -^"i*"/ 
niards  would  have  fuftained  an  irretrievable  blow.     Prince  ^^^^'^^ 
Frederic  and  general  Bax  were  appointed  to  conduA  this  ^^^^ , 
difficult   and  important  enterprize,  which  failed   througjh 
feme   mifunderftanding.     The  attack  was    made    by  the 
cavalry,  who  were   aftonifhed  to  find   the  enemy  drawn 
up,  when  they  expefted  to  have  catched  them  unprepared ; 
however,  the  onfet  was  pufhed  with  "fuch  impetupfity,  as 
would  have  produced  the  defired  eiFe£^,  had  not  Spinola  arriv- 
ed with  frcfli  forces,  renewed  the  engagement,  and  after  an    . 
obftinatc   conflift  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,  when  a 
body  of  Dutch  infantry  appeared  in  fupport  of  their  coun- 
trymen.    The  a(5ion   was  now  a  fecond   time  renewed 
with  redoubled  fury,  and  the  combatants  were  continually 
augmented,    with  troops   powering  in   from   all  quarters. 
In  the  end,   the  Spaniards  would  have  obtained  a'  com- 
plete viftory,    had  not    two  battalions   of  French^  com- 
manded by   the  count  de  Chatiller^  fecured  a  retreat  to  the 
Duuhy    by  keeping   up  a  bri(k   unrepiitting  fire ;  on  the 
cnem/s  flank,  extended  towards  the  river. 

Such  was  the  ilfue  of  a  manceuvre  upon  which  Maurice 
placed  great  dependance,  as  it  was  planned  with  fo  much 
prudence,  as  feemed  to  infure  fuccefs.  The  lofs  was 
confiderable  on  both  fides,  but  writers  are  divided  with 
refpea  to  the  liumber.  Bentivoglio  alledges  that  Spinola 
left  300  dead  in  the  field  ;  but  that  the  lofs  pf  the  Dutch 
exceeded  500  men,  befides  Emmsrville^  the  beft  officer 
among  the  French  auxiliaries  ^.  Meteren^  on  the  contrary, 
affiriris  \ki2X  Maurice  had  200  men  killed',  and  the  ehemy 
near  three  times  that  number;  whereas  Grotius  reckons 
the  lofs  pretty  equal,  but  the  vifiory  clearly  in  favour  of 
'Spinola,  the  Dutch  being  not  only  difappointed  in  the  in- 

^  Bektivog.  p.  iii.  lib,  vii.  p.  187.    M*tii.ek.  lib.  xxvii. 
p.  574.    Grot.  lib.  xiv.  p.  470.  •      ,     .    . 
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tention  of  the  attack,  but  ^  forced  to  leave  the  field  of 
battle.  Upon  the  whole,  prince  Henry  Frederic  is  blamed 
uniycrfally  by  all  hiflorians,  for  delaying  the  attack,  and 
giving  the  enemy  time  to  recover  their  iurprize,  dl-aw  up 
their  forces,  and  acquaint  Spimla  with  their  fituation. 
What  beyond  doubt  determines  the  event  of  this  engage- 
ment fo  much  difputed,  is,  that  the  enemy  immediately 
afterwards  laidfiege  to  IFachtendock^  and  reduced  this.ftrong 
fortrefs,  without  the  prince's  having  it  in  his  power  to 
xelicvc  the  garrifon.  While  this  fiege  employed  the  count 
de  Buguoiy  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  his  arms,  Maurice  made 
an  attempt  on  GueldreSy  which  proved  unfuccefsful,  and 
rather  contributed  to  augment  the  dijgrace  he  endea- 
voured to  avoid.  Thefe  misfortunes,  however  unjuftly, 
affeded  the  reputation  of  this  great  commander,  who  was 
often  under  thencccffity  of  afting  agreeable  to  the  in- 
flrudibns  of  the  flates,  contrary  to  his  own  fentimcnts ; 
frequently  he  entrufted  the  execution  of  delicate  entct- 
prizes  to  his  officers,  and  was  always  curbed  by  a  faftion 
which  now  arrived  at  great  ftrength,  and  openly  profeflid 
themfelves  enemies  to  the  afpirihg  ambition  of  this  prince, 
and  the  growth. of  the  houfe  of  Orange.  With  this  Maurice 
.  ended  a  campaign,  which  on  the  whole  proved  honour- 
able to  Spinoby  though  it  detradled  nothing  from  the  great 
merit  of  prince  Maurice, 

We  jQiall  conclude  the  tranfaflions  of  the  year,  wifh 
-obferving  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  infant  India  cdimpany, 
•  whiirh  not  only  received  the  joyful  news  of  vaft  conQuefts 
made  in  JJiay  of  feveral   rich   captures  of  Portugaeje  In- 
diamenj    but  of  the    fafe  arrival   of  thirteen   large  fhips, 
Na'val      loaded  with  fpices,  and  the  moft  valuable  mcrchandife  of 
affairsn      India.     AboXit  the  fame  time,  a  Dutch  fquadron  equipped 
for  that  purpofe,  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  a 
fleet  of  tranfports,  which  was   carrying  a  battalion  of  Spa- 
nijh  forces  to  recruit  Spimla' s  army.     The  tranfports  were 
chiefly  Englijh^  except  a  few  Hamburghers  :  they  hoiftcd 
rijie  Englifl}  Mg  ;  notwithftanding  ,  which    the  Dutch  ad- 
miral  attacked^  them  with  great  fury,   funk  fome,  took 
oibers,    and  purfued  the  reft   to  Dover ^   where  he  fired 
warmly  upon  them  within  reach   of  the  Efiglifl)  cannon. 
Five  companies  of  foldiers  were  taken  or  deftroyed,  the 
-feven  remaining  companies  were  blocked  up  for  feveral 
weeks,  and   James  was  forced  to  put  up  with  this  vio- 
lation of  the  neutrality  he  d^claret^    contenting  himfeif 
with  fruitlefs,   difregarded   renicHiftrances.     His  cautious, 
-timid  difpofition,  could  not  long  ef(?ape  the  difcernmcnt 
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Df  flic  D$itcb  (A),  and  they  feemed  willing  Co  revenge  vpon 
him  the  haughty  ufagc  they,  were  compelled  to ,  bear 
from  the  fpirited  Elixabetb.  This  year  was  likewifc  fuc- 
cefcfttl  in  cruizes  upon  the  Dunkirk  privateers,  many  of 
which  were  taken,  and  their  crews  immediately  hanged  j 
with  which  they  were  fo  terrified,  as  to  keep  clofe  in  port, 
and'fufier  the  Dutch  commerce  to  proceed  unmolefted. 

The  year  was  ufhered  in  with  demands  from  the  coun-    A.  D 
cilof  ftatc  of  the  United  Provinces^  for  fapplies  to  fupport    1606. 
the  expences  of  the  enfuing  campaign.    It  appeared  that  Dtficulties 
the  public  charges  were  confiderably  augmented,  without  ^hout  rai- 
the  armies  being  proportionably  increafed.     Twelve  hun-Z'^S' Jf'. 
drcd  thoufand  florins  were  affigned  for  the  extraordinary  "^^i    j  * 
expences  of  the  land*forces ;    befides  which,  the  council     ^  *"  ' 
propofcd  that  the  provinces  (hould  liquidate  all  the  fums 
due  fince  the  year  1599,  which  amounted  to  twelve  mil- 
lions of  florins.     The  former  demand  was  readily  granted; 
but  all  the  provinces  exclaimed  violently  ag^inft  an  exac- 
tion, which  would  entirely  impoverifli  the  people,  though 
It  was  no   more  than  they  hud  fubfctibed  for  the  pubRc 
ii^rvice,  and  which,  if  performed,  would  have  enabled  prince 
Maurice  to    ruin    Spinehj    and    terminate  the  war  in  a 
fmgle  campaign.     Still  however  a  faction  exclaimed  againft 
the  prince,  and  attributed  the  prolongation  of  the  war  to 
hb  ambition  and  avarice ;  although  ic  was  demonftrable, 
that,  unable  to  keep  the  field,  he  was  forced  to  aft  defen- 
fivdy,  and  was  even  too  weak  to  fuccour^/^Ti^rj',  when 
befieged   in  the  month  of  Auguft.^ 

SP INO LA's  circumllances  wer^  altogethef  different.  SpinoU 
That  general  fet  out,  when  the  campaign  was  finifhed,   to  f^yains 
Brujpls,  to  concert  the  plan   of  future  operations  with  the  promifes 
archduke,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  all  his  propofals  yVom  the 
approved ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  court  of  SpcAn  w^s  king  of 
.neceflkry  for  the  carrying  them  into  execution,  and  it  was  Spain  tf 
1)refumed  the  lively  reprefentations  of  Spinola  would  greatly  thei^ff 
influence' his    catholic   majefty.     Accordingly  he  fet  ontfi^f^' 
lor  Madrid^  and  was  received  by  the  king  with  the  ut-  Z^'**- 

(A)  It  muil  however  be  eon*  them  to  be  ^ployed  in  the 
firfled*  that  the  flates  general  Spanijh  fervice,  and  i^rliitsd 
had  reafon  to  refent  the  con*  in  Rnglamk  Befides,  the  tranf- 
dud  of  ]KXTigJamsf  who,  ac-  ports  on  this  occafibn  wene  al< 
cording  to  their  writerB^  took  mofl  all  Englijh^  which  could 
every  opportunity  of  favouring  not  fail  of  beil^  deennedfi  vio- 
the  archduke  and  the  Stani(wds.  lation  of  the  neutrality  he  pro- 
He  had  not  only  witkarawn  the  fefied» 


^nglijh    forces,    but     fujFcred 
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moft  cordiality.  His  propofal^  were  imnfiediately'applaudo 
ed,  but  the  difSculty  was  to  raife  th^  fufficient  fupplies. 
Three  hundred  thoufand  doubloons  a  month,  befides  the 
revenues  of  Blander i^  were  demanded,  for  the  vigorous  pro- 
fecutipn  of  the  war,  which  was  a  fum  too  vaft  even  for 
the  Spanijh  monarchy,  affifted  with  the  treafures  of  Mexico 
and  P^r«,  but  already  drained  by  continual  wars  of  near 
forty  years  ftanding.  The  beft  meafures  poffible  were 
however  taken  to  anfwer  Spinola*s  expediation,  and  with 
fuch  alacrity  did  the  whole  court  embrace  the  fcheme  prc- 
fented,  that  an  advanced  fum  of  money  was  immediately 
remitted  to  Brvffelsy  to^  make  frellh  levies.  But  the  plan 
of  operations  was  in  fome  refpe<Ss  difconcerted  by  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  negotiatons  at  Madrid j  and  a  fever 
which  Spinola  afterwards  contradled,  that  prevented  his 
return  to  the  Netherlandsy  until  the  fummer-feafon  was 
pretty  far  advanced. 

This  delay  probably  faved  the  United  Provinces,  The 
fiates  fpent  the  whole. winter  in  deliberating  the  means 
of  fupporting  the  expences  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
troops  that  would  be  neceffary.  In  the  faring  the  levies 
'  were  not  bcgup,  and  even  then  made  under  a  variety  of 
•difappointments.  The  French  king,  embroiled  with  the 
duke  de  Bouillon^  forbid  troops  to  be  raifed  in  his  country, 
and  a  war  kindled  in  the  territory  of  Brunfwick  obftruc- 
ted  the  levies  made  in  Germany^  above  ail,  the  narrow 
parfimony,  and  unfeafonable  frugality  of  the  Dutchy  had 
almoif  ruined  their  affairs.  At  laft  the  bufmefs  of  re- 
.  ^  cruiting  was  undertaken,  and  Henry  permitted  a  fmall 
body  of  French  to  pafs  into  the  Nether  lands,  before  the  end 
of  the. campaign  ^  » 

SP I  NO  L  J  did  not  hefitate  about  feizing  the  ad- 

Heiake^    vantage  gapped  by  his  fuperiority.     He  had  two  armies  in 

ihefieldi    the  field ;  one  compofed  of  i2,ooo  foot  and  2000  horfe, 

^mdenters^^  led  in  perfon  j  the  other,    amounting    to  10,000  in- 

^9 pro*    iantry,  and   i20p  cavalry,  was  under  the  diredion  of  the 

'vinces,      count  de  Buguoi.      Both  were  provided  with  every  neccf-r 

fary,  and    conftantly  attended   by   2000  waggons  loaded 

with   provifion.     Advancing  to   the   country   of  Twente^ 

.  Spinola  ordered  the  count  de  Buguoi  to  pafs.  the  Vaalj  and 

enter  the  enemy's  country  ;  but  in  this  he  was  fruftrated 

by  the  vigilance  of  Maurice^  who  raifed  fuch  a  variety  of 

obftru£lionsf,  as  it  was  impoffible  to  furmount.     Baffled  in 

his  •  J>rincipal  defign,  Spinola  refolved  not  to  lofe  the  whole 
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fruits  of  his  iuperiortty,  and  accordingly  inveftcd  Grol^ 
which  obliged  Maurice  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  gar-. 
rifon.  He  met  with  numberlcfs  dtfficul,tics  in  fuccouring 
the  place  j  but  was  on  the  point  of  fuccceding,  and  had 
wrote  to  the  governor  an  affurance  of  fpcedy  afiiftance, 
when  the  letter  being  intercepted  by  Spinelaj  and  the  fiege 
Vigoroufly  puChed,  compelled  the  garrifon  to  furrender  in 
dcfpair.  This  obliged  the  prince  to  retire,  and  fo  ani- 
mated the  Spanijh  troops,  that  ^pimla  undertook  the  flege 
of  Rhimbirg.  The-  prince  de  Soubifi^  and  feveral  volun- 
teers of  diftin£tion,  immediately  threw  themfelves  into  the 
town,  v^ith  a  view  of  difplaying  their  courage ;  the  de- 
fence was  obftinate,  but  coldnel  Utenhoevi  was  at  length 
under  the  neceffity  of  capitulating.  Maurice  in  vain  prac- 
tifed  every  method  to  favc  Rhimherg  j  he  would  even  have 
ventured  a  battle,  had  the  flates  approved  of  fo  defperate 
a  remedy ;  but  all  was  in  vain,  the  adivity  of  Spinola  ren- 
dered his  utmoft  endeavours  fruitlefs. 

Scarce  had  the  Spanijh  general  compleated  the  reduc-  fi-  .  . 
tion  of  this  ftrong  town,  when  the  troops  mutinied.  At  ^^^^^^ 
firft  he  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  them  by  arguments  to  "^' 
return  to  their  duty,  and  finding  reafon  ufelefs,  he  em- 
ployed force*  This  augmented  the  evil,  and  more  enfla- 
med.  the  paffions  of  the  mutineers,  who  thought  them- 
felves hardly  enough  ufed  in  being  deprived  of  their  pay. 
They ^  even  encreafed  to  2000  hor(e  and  foot,  retreating 
towards  Breda^  where  they  could  infure  quarters.  Mau-^ 
rice  took  advantage  of  the  fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  the  iick- 
nefs  that  prevailed  in  the  Spanijh  army.  He  marched  to- 
wards Overyjfely  with  intention  to  recover  the  late  loffes 
fuftained  by  the  provinces.  He  begun  with  Lochem,  which 
he  reduced  in  three  days,  and  then  proceeded  to  Grel\, 
but  he  had  fcarce  formed  the  fiege  of  this  place,  when  he 
forefaw  numberlefs  difficulties  in  the  profecution.  Still 
however  he  purfued  his  defign,  ih  expedation  that  the 
confufion  in  Spinola*s  army  would  prevent  his  giving  him 
any  annoyance.  Owing  to  this  confidence,  he  negleQed 
purfuing  his  courfe  -with  the  ufual  pi'ecaution.  Spinola^s 
intelligence  was  goodj  he  aflembled  eight  .thoufand  in- 
fantry, and  1200  horfe,  and  fet  out  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
crecy  and  expedition  to  attack  the  prince's  quarters,  while 
the  garrifon,  informed  of  his  intention,  kept  up  a  briflc 
fire  on  the  befiegers.  Maurice  however  had  advice  of 
Spinob's  Cfiarch ;  he  confulted  the  deputies  what  (hould 
he  done,  and  had  their  confent  to  hazard  a  battle,  if  ne- 
fcflkry.    But  he  did  not  chufe  to  rifque  the  iafcty  of  the 
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provinces  on  the  iflue  of  an  engagement ;  tliotifih  tbtf 
French  auxiliaries,  and  even  the  Dutch  troops,  loufiv  de- 
manded battle. '  In  this  he  certainly  afited  with  prudence, 
though  it  afforded  a  handle  to  his  enemies,  tp  cenfiue 
his  courage,  and  at  the  fairie  time  his  defire  to  proloDg 
the  war.  Maurice  had  too  much  fortitude  and  true  mag* 
nanimity  to  enter  upon  dangerous  meafuces  for  mere 
popular  applaufe.  He  had  already  exhibited  too .  many 
proofs  of  courage,  to  be  juftJy  taxed  with  co^rdice,  and 
he  left  his  general  condud:  to  fpeak  for  his  fidelity.  In 
a  word,  he  refolved  to  retire,  and  execute^  his  purpofe 
in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  that  Spinola  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  purfue,  and  contented  himfelf  with  reinforcing  the 
garrifon  *. 
After  Spinola  had  accomp!i0ied  the  relief  of  Grd^  he 
Here*  returned  to  Brtfffils^  to  remedy  the  diferders  which 
lie'ves  threatened  deftru£tion  to  the  archduke^s  affairs.  Every 
Grol.  method  was  tried  to  appeafe  the  mutineers,  and  in  fome 
meafure  with  fuccefs.  Such  was  the|  confidence,  they  re- 
pofed  in  Spinola^  that  they  returned,  upon  his  promife  that 
their  arrears  would  foon  be  advanced  $  but  the  remit- 
tances from  Spain  falling  fliort  of  expei^tion,  he  failed 
in  his  engagements,  and  yet  ftill  had  the  good  fortune 
to  retain  the  affections  of  the  foldiers,  who  flilfted 
the  blame  from  him,  upon  the  {boulders  of  the  arch- 
duke. In  fad,  Spinola  and  his  friends  had  advanced 
large  fums  to  the  crojn^n  of  Spain^  of  which  they  began 
now  to  dread  the  lofs,  together  with  the  blighting  of  thoft 
laurels  acquired  in  the  two  laft  campaigns.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty confifted  in  extricating  himfeif.  To  throw  up  his 
command,  would  but  leffen  all  his  profpe£ls  of  being 
reimburied,  and  to  continue  his  commiflion)  w(»ild  be 
hazarding  the  reputation  he  had  gained  with  fo  much  toil 
and  labour.  In.thefe  circumftances  his  only  hope  was, 
~  that  the  United  Provinces  would  not  take  advantage  of 
the  JKtuation  of  the  Spanijh  army  $  but  would,  from  their 
ufual  principle  of  ^frugality,  involve  Maurice  in  the  fame 
difficulties  that  attended  him  from  the  neceifities  of  tbe 
court  of  Spain.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign.  We  fliall  fee  how  the  efforts  of 
the  provinces  fucceeded  on  the  ocean  **. 
Na<valaf'  The  ftates  general  perceiving  that  littleprogrefs  was  made 
fairs.        in  the  land- operations,  thought  tbe  moft  effectual  method 

«  Bbntivog.  p.  3.  Ub.  vii.  p,  xoy.      »Le  Clerc,  ibid* 
GaoT.  lib.  xiv. 

of 


cr  Republic  of  Holland*  191 

of  difti;^ffing  Spain^  and  of  concluding  the  war  at  a  ihiall 
cxpence,  would  be  to  harrafs  the  Spanifi  ihipping,  and 
deftroy  the  commerce  of  that  kingdom.  In  purfuing  this  ' 
defign,  not  only  the  expences  of  a  fleet  would  probably 
be  reimburfed  by  captures,  but  the  Dutch  trade  greatly 
promoted,  and  new  colonies  ereded  00  the  ruins  of  the 
Pmiuguefe  eftabliihments.  One  grand  fleet  was  accord^ 
iiigry  equipped  to  cruize  i)n  the  Spanijh  coaft,  to  watch 
the  arrival  of  the  plate  flota,  and  proted  the  commerce 
of  the  provinces.  This  armament  was  preparing,  when 
advice  was  received  that  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  feven  ihips 
had  fallen  in  with  eight  galleons  Arom  Peru,  The  Spa^ 
niards  attacked  the  Dutch  with  great  vigour,  but  met  with 
fo  warm  a  reception,  that  two  of  the  galleons  were  burnt, 
and  the  reft  fo  roughly  handled,  that  three  foundered 
at  fea  and  were  loft.  This  misfortune  was  feverely  felt 
by  the  king  of  Spain^  though  it  produced  no  immediate 
advantage  to  the  Hollanders.  It  raifed  his  indignation  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  he  fitted  out  a  Iquadron  to  interce£t 
the  Dutchy  met  them  in  their  return,  took  the  whole  fleet, 
and  fent  orders  to  the  admiral  to  treat  the  prifoners  in  • 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Dutch  had  ufed  the  Dunkirk 
pirates ;  upon  which  the  crews  were  immediately  hanged. 
To  revenge  this  cruelty,  the  ftates  gave  orders  to  admiral 
Hauiawj  who  commanded  their  grand  fleet,  to  attack  the 
'Ceracca  fiota  in  the  tivtr  ^'agus^  and  burn  and  deftroy  the 
whole  without  mercy ;  but  he  was  fruftrated  in  this  at- 
tempt, and  forced  to  iatisfy  himfelf  with  fome  unfuccefsful 
defcents  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  "Portugal.  As  ^e  was 
ready  to  quit  his  ftation,  eight  galleons  homeward  bound 
were  difcovercd.  Hautain  injmediately  gave  chace,  and 
drove  two  of  the  galleons  on  the  rocks,  where  they  pc- 
nfhed;  the  reft  entered  the  7'^^«j  and  efcaped.-  Soon  af- 
ter he  was  overtaken  in  a  terrible  ftorm,  in  which  the 
whole  fleet  was  difperfed,  and  feveral  ihips  loft*  His  fqua- 
4ron  was  now  reduced  to  thirteen  fail,  including  frigates 
and  brigantines,  when  the  flota  of  don  Faifardoy  compofed 
of  nine  men  of  war,  and  eighteen  galleons,  was  defcricd. 
The  immenfity  of  the  booty  in  view  determined  the 
Dut^  admiral  to  attack  the  enemy,  though  greatly  inferior 
in  ftrength.  He  endeavoured  to  gain  the  weather-gage, 
and  was  difappointed.  Vice-admiral  Claffen  was  feparated 
in  this  tack  from  the  reft  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  attacked  by 
five  (hips  of  the  enemy,  and  engaged  with  the  utmoft 
fury.  He  defended  himfelf  for  feveral  hours  with  great 
intrepidity  J  but  his  mainmaft  being  (hot  awayi  and  his 
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ihip'Otherwife  greatly  fliattered,^  he  refolved  to  blow  himrelf 
and  crew  into  the. air,  rather  than  ftrike  to  an  enemy  who 
bad  lately  fo  cruelly  treated  his  countrymen.  This  he  exe- 
cuted with  admirable  conftancy,  and  periihed  with  150  brave 
foldiers  and  fkilful  mariners.  The  engagement  was  warm 
h^wttn  Hautain  and  the  Spanijh  2iAni\rA^  but  night  fepa* 
^  rated  the  combatants,  and  prevented  the  deftruSion  of  botk 
parties,  who  were  each  refolved  to  die  or  conquer  ^.  Such 
were  the  tranfa£tions  of  this  year,  towards  the  cloie  of 
which  the  richeft  India  fleet  ever  it^n  from  India  arrived, 
with  the  agreeable  news  of  further  advantages  gained  in 
AJiay  and  the  profperous  fituation  of  the  company's  affairs. 
The  court  The  infinite  loffcs  fuftained  by  the  Spaniards^  by  fea  and 
^Spain  land,  in  Europe^  Afia^  and  America  \  the  immenfe  expences 
begins  to  of  the.  war  ;  the  little  probability  of  reducing  the  provinces  ; 
talk  of  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  treafury  ;  the  vaft  debts  contrail-' 
peace.  ed  by  the  crown  ;  and  the  mutinous  difpofition  of  tlie 
troops,  all  fuggefted  the  firft  idea  of  the  necefSty  of  a  truce 
with  the  obftinate  Hollanders*  It  was  now  ferioufly  deli- 
berated In  council,  and  the  motion  fupported  by  the  perfons 
mod  attached  to  the  interefts  of  their  king  and  country. 
The  Portuguefe^  who  were  the  greateft  fufFercrs  in  their  Eaft 
India  traffic,  made  firong  remonftrances  to  Philip  III.  on 
the  damages  fuftained  from  a  ruinous  war,  in  which  they 
were  no  way  concerned.  They  had  loft  an  infinity  of  rich 
ihips,  were  deprived  of  their  beft  eftablifhments  in  the  In^ 
dies  J  ftripped  of  their  commerce,  and  in  the  open  way  to  de- 
ftru£tion,  if  a  fpeedy  ifTue  was  not  put  to  the  difturbances 
in  the  Low  Countries^  which  had  already  coft  Spain  and  Por-^ 
tUgalaX)ove  double  the  intrinfic  value. of  the.  Seven  Provinces. 
They  aflerted,  that  the  difficulty  of  the  war  would  every, 
year  encreafe,  with  the  inability  of  Spain  to  fupport  it  j  that 
the  enemy  were  growing  rich  and  powerful  upon  the  ruins 
of  their  trade  and  navigation,  and  would  ev^ry  year  prove 
more  formidable.  They  added,  that  the  natural  fituattoa 
of  the  provinces,  furrounded  by  deep  rivers  and  the  ocean, 
rendered  them  impregnable  ;  and  if  Spain  could  not  fucceed 
through  the  fpirited  conduft  of  luch  generals  as  the  duke  of 
Parma  and  the  marquis  Spinola^  while  ihe  exerted  her  ut- 
moft  force,  how  cpuld  (he  expefi:  a  fortunate  ifTue  under 
any  other  generals,  when  her  ftrength  was  fpent  and  ex- 
haufted ?  Philips  wholly  occupied  with  the  purfuit  of  plea- 
fure,  was  naturally  pacific,  and  had  profecuted  the  w.ar  by 
the  advice  of  his  council,  rather  than  from  inclination. 
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Bi9  qiinifters  infinuated  to  him  that  the  French  kiiig  was  la- 
bouring to  unite  the  provinces  to  his  own  crown,  in  order  to 
extend  his  dominion  over  the  Netherlands.  It  was,  beyond 
doubt,  lefs  difadvantagepus  and  diflionourable  to  Spain^ 
to  fuflFer  the  provinces  to  enjoy  their  liberty,  and  become  a 
free  ftate,  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  powerful  and  am- 
bitious rival,  who  was  mounting  by  large  ftrides  to  an 
equality  with  the  houfe  of  Aujlria*     The  fuccefs  of  the  , 

infant  India  company,  afterwards  eftabliflied  upon  a  larger 
bads,  made  the  king  apprehend ve.  not  only^of  the  lofs  of 
his  colonies  in  the  Eaft^  but  of  that  vaft  empire  he  pof- 
fcflcd  in  the  Weft  Indies,  It  was  at  the  fame  time  whifpercd, 
that  the  Dutch  would  afFord  the  Moors  ibipping  to  tranfporc 
vaft  armies  into  Spain  \  and  indeed  it  is  aftoniming  that  the 
provinces,  amidft  all  their  diftreiTes,  never  attempted  making 
this  diverfion.  Thefc  confiderations,  joined  to  the  incli- 
nations of  the  archduke  and  Ifabella^  quite  wearied  out  with 
the  perpetual  complaints  of  their  fubje£ls,  detei:mined  Spain 
to  make  overtures  for  a  truce.  Even  Spinola^  for  the  reafons 
we  have  before  mentioned,  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  better 
to  enjoy  the  Ten  Provinces  in  fecurity  and  peace,  than  rifque 
the  whole  Netherlands^  and  ruin  Spait^  in  the  fruitlefs  at- 
tempt to  conquer /rebel  fubjefts,  who  had  too  long  tailed  ^ 
the  fweets  of  liberty,  ever  again  to  bear  with  eafe  the 
ihackles  of  monarchy  and  abfolute  dominion.  He  faid,  that 
if  to  their  growing  empire  in  AJia^  they  Ihould  add  efta-i 
blifliments  in  America^  Spain  would  be  reduced  to  its  primi- 
tive poverty  p. 

These  fentiments  of  the  Spanijh  court  tranfpired  before  oijeSUiti 
any  formal  propofals  had  been  made.     In  Holland  (omt  a1-  to  ^  peace 
ledged,  that  the  report  of  pacific  defigns  was  induftrioufly /« Hoi- 
propagated,    only  to  lull  the  provinces  into  fecurity,  and  laiid. 
catch  them  napping  and  unprepared.     Numbers  of  people 
pretended  to  difcrcdit  the  rumour,  becaufe  they  lived,  and 
had  raifed  fortunes,  by  the  war.     Others  found  out,  that  a 
peace  would  diflblve  the  union  of  Utrechty  and  bring  the 
trade  of  Holland  and  Zealand  back  again  to  Antwerp,     On 
the  other  hand,  the  provinces  mod  expofed  wished  for  an 
equitable  peace,  and  all  moderate  perfons  defired  to  fee  the 
public  tranquillity  re-eftabliflied  on  fuch  a  footing  as  fliould 
fecure  the  liberty  of  the  provinces.     Thefe  were  the  p:eneral 
fentiments  of  both  parties,  when  the  commiffioners  tt^alra'Ue 
and  IVittenhorfi  arrived,  from  the  archduke,  at  the  Hague^  to 
toake  fome  propofals  touching  a  congrefs.     Prince  Maurict 
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was  then  in  OveryJfel\  and  the  deputies  to  whom  the  am- 
bafladors  .addrefled  themfdves,  gave  fuch  difcouiagementy 
that  they  returned  to  Brujfels^  without  having  publickly 
bommunicated  their  inftruflions.     They  were  again  fent  to 
the  Haguiy  in  the  month  of  December ^  with  orders  to  ac- 
quaint the  flates,  that  they  had  inftru£Hons  from  the  arch* 
duke  to  afiure  them  of  the  fincerity  o\  his  pacific  views^  and 
readinefs  to  grant  any  reafonable  terms,  and  to  demand  fuch 
conditions  as  the  United  Provinces  were  determined  to  accept. 
They  were  further  impowered  to  offer  the  ilates  either  a 
peace  or  truce,  and  the  choice  of  time  and  place  for  fixing  a 
congrefs,  where  the  articles  might  be  adjufted.     To  thcfe 
affurances  and  demands  the  Aates  general  refufed  to  give  an 
dnfwer,  becaufe  the  ambaffadors  had  brought  no  letters  ex« 
prefsly  addrefled  to  the  ftates.    This  difficulty  was  not  fore- 
fcen ;  but,  to  remove  it,  one  of  the  ambaffadors^  fct  out 
fbr  Bruffeh^  obtained  the  letter  required,  and  returned  to 
the  Hague,    Now  the  ambafliador  demanded  a  public  au- 
dience of  the  ftates  general,  and  obtained  it  on  the  3d  of 
yanuary.     They  read  publickly  the  archduke's  letter,  pro- 
A.  D.    feffing  his  hearty  defire  to  heal  up  thofe  wounds  which  had 
1607.     fo  long  affliaed  the  Netherlands  ;  they  commented  upon  the 
The  arch'  letter,  fet  forth  the  uncertain  event  of  war,  the  mifery  of 
duke  fends  the  people,  th^duty  of  conciliating  fellow*fubje6is  unhap- 
deputies  to  pj]y  cjivicjed  by  mil  difcord  ;  with  a  variety  of  other  topics  ; 
^^  to  which  the  ftat^general  anfwcrcd  :  That  while  the  arch- 

anFtreats  ^^^^  formed  anpright  \o  the  United  ProvinceSy  it  was  im- 
nvhh  the    P^^^^P  ^^^Y  could  ever  conferit  to  a  treaty  5  that  all  the 
Dutch  «/   world  allowed  they  were  born  a  free  people  (A),  and^their 
a/ree  >     highneffe^  could  never  make  out  their  pretenfions  to  domi- 
people^       nion  over  them  but  by  force ;  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
ftates  to  recover  what  had  been  infidioufly  and  oppreffively 
wrefted  from  them  j  that  they  could  not  confent  in  con- 
fcicnce,  in  honour,  or  fafety,  to  treat  with  princes  who  form-> 
cd  pretenfions  on  their  undoubted  liberties,  until  fuch  pre- 
tenfions were  folemnly  abjured  j  as  for  the  reft,  they^de* 

(A)    This    aiTertion    would  free  ftate  $  becaofe  his  majefiy 

-    feem  to  allude  to  the  folemn  had  firft  diflblved  the  origiual 

declaration,  pablifhed  in  158 1»  contrafl,  by  divers  infra&icnt 

by  the  dates  aiTembled  at  the  and  violations  of  the  engage* 

Hague^  whereby  they  deprived  ments  fubfifting  between  him 

Philip  IL  of  all  right,  domini-  and  his  fubjefls.     Fid.  Wioue^ 

on;  and  fovereignty  over  the  fort,     demonfi,    4.    lib,  i.   inftl 
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dared  tbey  would  be  no  ways  acceflary  to  the  ev3  con(e^ 
queoces  which  might  cafue,  nnce  their  refolutions  were  all 
formed  in  (elMe^ence,  and  founded  on  juftice  and  the  na«  • 
tural  rights  of  mankind,  all  of  which  dilated,  thatfubje6b 
might  lawfully  oppofe  the  amljitious  encroachments  of  their 
fovereigns,  and  draw  their  fwords  againtt  princes  in  de*- 
fcnce  of  liberty  ^.  With  this  anfwer  the  ambaffadors  re- 
turned, promifing  that  they  would  foon  acquaint  the  ftatea 
with  the  archduduke's  fentiments. 

It  muft  be  acknowleged  that  the  genera]  fentiments  of 
the  United  Provinces  .were  averfe  to  peace ;  that  the  ftates 
treated  the  archduke  cavalierly,  and  raifed  all  poffible  ob- 
ftruftions  in  the  way  of  a  negotiation  5  but  fuch  were  the 
circumftances  of  ^thc  courts  of  Madrid  and  Brujfekj  that 
they  now  waved  punSilio,  and  were  contented  to  effefl:  at 
leaft  a*  fufpenfion  of  hoftilittes,  upon  any  tolerable  condi- 
tions. With  this  view  John  Neyen^  an  ecclefiaftic,  e^f tremely 
converfant  in  politics,  inllnuating  in  his  addrefs,  able,  pe- 
netrating, fubtle,  and  eloquent,  was  again  difpached  to 
the  Hague.  Neyen  was  acquainted  per/bnally  witri  the  prin- 
cipal men  in  Holland \  be  had  a  great  number  of  friends  in 
that  country,  and,  though  a  cattiolic,  was  exceedingly  be* 
loved  by  the  reformed^  becaufe  he  had  "the  art  to  make  his 
opinions  feem  moderate.  On  bis  arrival  he  found  the  ftates 
immoveably  fixed  in  their  refolution  to  liflen  to  no  terms, 
unlefs  they  were  treated  and  addreiled  as  a  free  people.  To 
this  the  archduke  had  ftrong  objections  ;  becaufe  it  was  ia 
f2&  acknowledging  that  he  had  hitherto  maintained  an  un^ 
juft  war  ;  that  he  was  in  no  condition  to  continue  it ;  and 
that  he  had  really  no  juft  pretenfions  to  the  fovercignty  of 
the  United  Provinces,  tit  apprehended  that  fuch  a  concef- 
fion  would  be  injurious  to  Philip^s  and  his  own  reputation  j 
and  he  was  fenfible  of  the  danger  of  rewarding  rebellion 
with  liberty.  However,  neceflity  overcame  his  fcruples, 
and  he  determined  to  grant  the  demands  of  the  ftates  ge- 
neral, hoping  that  if  the  negotiation  (hould  turn  out  to  his 
advantage,  the  event  would  plead  his  apology,  and  excufe 
the  mesins  he  had  praftifed  of  j-eftoring  peace  to  his  fubje^ts  j 
but  he  firft  gave  inftrufiions  to  Neyen  to  endeavour  to  pro-»  . 
cure  fome  mitigation  of  this  hard  preliminary  condition,  :\ 
Neyen  expatiated  to  the  ftates  on  the  archduke's  pjous  inten- 
tions to  fpare  the  efFufion  of  chriftian  blood,  and  of  treating 
with  the  provinces  upon  the  moft  equitable  footing  ;  he  elo-sr 
qucmly  explained  the  mutual  gbligatlons  of  fovereignsj  and 
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fubje£k,  and  enumerated  with  admirable  kddref^  9U  di^  sff-* 
guments  in  favour  of  indefeaiible  right,  a.  topic  iince  that 
time  fo  hackneyed  in  other  countries  ;  he  launched  out  up* 
x>n  the  blefSngs  of  peace,  and  the.  advantages  which  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Provincesy  in  particular,  would  de- 
duce from  the  eftabliihment  of  public  tranquillity  \  but  he 
.artfully  avoided  touching  upon  the  liberty  of  the  ftates 
general,  and  the  preliminary  demanded.  Finding  all  his  ar- 
gument to  induce  them  to  relax  in  this  particular  fruitlefsi 
he  returned  to  Brujfels^  and  was  in  a  few  days  fent  back 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  with  the  United  Provinces^  as  a 
free  ftate,  over  which  neither  the  catholic  king  or  the  arch- 
duke  had  any  juft  claim  to  fovereignty.  He  was  directed  to 
conclude  either  a  truce  or  perpetual  peace,  according  as  he 
found  the  ftates  general  difpofed  ;  to  offer  them  the  choice 
of  their  own  deputies,  ai>d  the  time  and  place  for  fixing  the 
tongrefs ;  and,  to  facilitate  the  treaty,  to  demand  a  Mptx&r 
oti  of  arms  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  during  which  no 
hoflilities  of  any*kind  fhould  be  permitted  i  provided,  however, 
^ "  .that  the  proposals  fhould  in  eight  days  be  accepted.  Thefe 
overtures  were  contained  in  a  writing,  fignedby  the  archduke 
.on  the  13th  day  of  March  1607,  and  accepted  by  a  fimilar 
iWritipg  iigned  by  the  ftates  on  the  24th  of  JpriL  At  the 
fame  time,  an  order  to  fufpend  hoftilities  was  recipro- 
cally fent  to  all  the  governors  of  towns,  generals,  and 
.commanders  in  either  fervice.  The  articles  of  tjruce  were 
exchanged  at  Lilh ;  and  the  archduke  left  the  farther  expli- 
cation of  the  agreement  of  fufpenfion  to  his  envoy  Neyen^ 
who  defired  leave  to  repair  for  this  purpofe  to  the  Haguf* 
As  Neyen  received  no  immediate  anfwer  to  his  requeft,^ 
he  conflrued  the  filence  of  the  ftates  into  confent,  fct  out 
for  the  Haguey  and  on  the  firft  day  of  June  publifhed  an 
,cdift,  whereby  he  declared  that  the  fufpenfion  took  place  at 
f^a  as  well  as  land,  limiting  it  however  to  the  Northern 
ocean  and  the  Britijh  channel.  In  this  edidl  the  frontiers 
were  adjufled,  and  feveral  other  particulars,  which  had  be- 
fore been  omitted.  Foreign  minifters,  particularly  the 
French  ambafTador  at  the  Hague^  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  determination  of  the  ftates,  and  invited  to  fend 
plenipotentiaries  to  aflift  at  the  congrefs.  In  confequence, 
.the  Tremb  king  fent  the  prefident  Jeannin^  and  the  fieurs 
Roi£i  and  Bufenval  to  Hollandy  'where,  on  their  lirft  arrival, 
they  gently  e:(poftulated  with  the  ftates,  for  having  come  to 
a  refolution  fo  important  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^ 
without  having  preyioufly  acquainted  their  mafter  with  their 
intention,  and  received  the  advice  of  fo  conflant  and  nc- 
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^fflaiy  an  ally^  James^  king  of  England^  likcMFife  pro- 
mifed  that  his  ambaifadors,  Spencer  and  Winwood^  fhould  at- 
tend the  congrefs. 

Now  the  chief  difficulty  that  remained,  regarded  the  min-  Ohfiruc* 
»er  of  opening  the  negotiation.    The  deputies  of  the  ftates  tions  raif- 
forefaw  the  great  revolution  in  affairs  which  fo  fudden  a  change  ed  by  the 
from  war  to  peace  would  produce,  efpccially  fhould  prince  ftates  to 
Maurice  difapprove  of  the  treaty.  The  reputation  acquired  by  the  pro- 
the  prince,  in  the  long  courfe  of  his  fervices,  rendered  him  iT^J^  *f 
rery  powerful  and  very  popular.     His  reputation  was  a  vaft  ' .  ^fi*^* 
ftrudure  raifeS  on  the  firm  foundation  laid  by  his  father ;  a  ^'^^'*•• 
building  ereftcd  by  courage,  virtue,  and  public  fpirit,  on  the 
bafis  of  patriotifm.  Maurice  was  not  only  at  the  head  of  the 
army;  but  he  held  the  ftadtholderfliip  of  four  out  of  the  feven 
provinces,  and  the  reft  were  under  his  direction,  as  his  two 
eoufins  were  governor^.     Several  of  the  ftates  became  jea- 
fous  of  his  authority  and  ambition  ;  they  united  into  a  fac- 
tion,  pretended  to  fear  that  Maurici%  popularity  would 
afpire  at  abfolute  dominion,  and  gave  thcmfelves   up  to.     ^^ 
the  direflion  of  Barneveldty.  penfioner  of  Holland^  a  mi-' 
nifter  equally  able  and  faithful.     The  continuance  of  the 
war  would   certainly  encreafe  the  prince's  authority,  and      - 1 
a  truce  prbportionably  diminifli  it,  and  open  the  way  to  the 
exertion  of  the  fundtions  of  civil  power  :  this  difpofed  the 
whole  party  to  wifh  for  the  treaty,  and  to  advance  its  pro- 
grefs  and  iffue  with  all  their  weight  and  influence.     It  was 
Further  neccflary,  they  alleged,  to  (hew  their  allies  that  the 
ftates  had  it  in  their  poWer  to  conclude  peace  when  they 
pleafed,  which  would  render  them  more  independent  on 
their  allies,  oblige  France  to  declare  more  openly,  and  in- 
duce all  their  allies  to  afFord  real,  inftead  of  imaginary,  af- 
fiftance  and  large  promifes.     On  the  other  fide,  the  Orange 
party  threw  all  pbffible  obftruftions   in  the  way  of  the 
tfcaty,  receiving  every  propofal  with  great  coldnefs  and  ar- 
rogance, ftarfing  punftilious  difficulties  upon  every  expref- 
fion,  and  obliging  the  archduke  upon  every  trifling  occa- 
fiqn   to  fend  expreflTes  into  Spain,  and   wait  their  return, 
without  advancing  a  ftep  in  the  negotiation.     In  this  inte- 
rcft  may  be  included  the  bulk  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the 
whole  body  of  militia  by  land  and   fea.     The  former,  by 
long  habit,    had   contraSed   invincible  prejudices   againlt 
Spain^  and  the  latter  propofed  the  improvem'ent  01  their  for- 
tunes.    But  there  was  one  confideration  which  weighed 
jftrongly  in  favour  of  the  oppofite  faftion.      This  was  the. 
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decline  ^f  the  v^ft  Spamjh  monarchy,  fo  formidable  under 
Cbarlei  V.  and  Philip  II.  owing  to  extenfive  projeds,  am* 
bitious  councils,  and  unfortunate  events. .  On  the  contraif, 
.  France  was  rifing  to  a  great  degree  of  power,  conduced 
by  a  prince  enterprifing,  conftant,  and  intrepid.    This  king 
put  an  end  to  all  domefiic  difcord  and  misfortune,  by  a 
peace  with  the  iioufe  of  Auftria.     It  was  obvious,  however, 
that  the  temper  of  the  nation,  long  accuftomed  to  conftant 
heats  and  commotions,  would  not  long  remain  quiet  witb* 
out  exercife  ;  and  to  prevent  the  people  from  finding  em^ 
ployment  at  home,  it  might  be  ne^flary  for  the  king  to 
contrive  work  for  them  abroad,  which  might  at  the  fame 
time  promote  the  views  of  his  own  ambition.     Flanitrs  had 
anciently  formed  a  part  of  the  GallU  monarchy,  and  its 
princes  derived  and  held  their  power  of  the  kings  of  Francis 
An  enterprife  to  recover  the  ancient  demefnes  of  the  crown 
lay   extremely  convenient,    and  feemed  perfedly  conge- 
nial to  the  difpofition  of  Henry ^  who  was  ^t  this  very  time 
making  great  preparations^  which  might  very  probably  fall 
On  this  fide,  if  invited  by  any  greater  decay  of  the  Spamjh 
power  in  the  Netherlands,     It  was  further  obferved,  that  the 
authority  of  Spain  in  the  Low  Qmntries  wks  fupported  by 
treafures,  which  came  by  long  and  perilous  voyages  froia 
Spain  $  and  by  troops  drawn  from  thence,  from  Italy  or  Gir^^ 
many^  2X  a  great  hazard  and  expence.     The  territory  of  the 
Ten  Provinces  was  inconfiderable,  and  awed  by  the  neigh* 
bourhood  and  jealoufies  both  of  France  and  England 'y  but  if 
ilenry  were  once  mafter  of   Flanders^    the  body  of   the 
t'rench  monarchy  would  be  fO  great,  fo  entire,  fo  populous, 
and  flourifliing,  as  would  make  an  attempt  on  the  liberty 
of  the  United  Prwntes  fatal,  and  completely  decifive.    Then 
Would  they  have  laboured  in  vain  againft  Philips  and  fought 
out  that  long  and  glorious  ftruggle,  not  for  abfolute  free- 
dom, but  for  a  change  of  mafters.  It  was  this  idea  of  ia  po- 
litical balance,  as  well  as  a  dread  of  the  ambition  of  JHau^ 
»    ricej   that  actuated  that  able  minifter  Barneveldty   though 
many  of  his  party  were  excited  by  perfonal  rcfentment  to 
the  prince,  and  drawn  over  by  the  prefents  and  promifes  of 
Spain ». 

Besides  the  contending  interefts  of  the  two  parties,  the 
negotiation  met  with  another  obfiruSion.  The. archduke 
bad  indeed  given  his  folemn  afTurance,  that  he  would  ob« 
tain  a  declaration  from  king  Philips  ratifying  the  meads  he 
prbpofed^  and  the  terms  he  fhould  ftipulate  in  the  treaty^ 

'  Bfirtivoo. p.  %c^.  .  M£VRs.  Rer»  Belg.lib*  v« 

but 


er  Repuilu  of  Holland.  i^ 

but  hidierto  no  declaration  of  the  Spmnjb  court  had-  appear- 
ed  to  confirm  the  preliminary  fteps  to  the  negotiation. 
Such  a  declaration  was  neceflary,  b'ecaufe  the  Netherlandt 
reverted  to  the  crown  of  Spain  at  the  deceafe  of  the  arch- 
duke without  liTue ;  in  which  cafe>  all  treaties  with  him 
would  pfove  void,  unlefs  they  were  concluded  with  Philip*s 
confent.  At  laft  the  declaration,  couched  in  form  of  two 
a£ls,  was  bbtsuned ;  of  which  Spinola  gave  notice  to  the 
ftates,  defiring  a  paflport  for  Lewis  f^erreikeriy  the  arch- 
.duke's  ambafiador.  When  Verreiken  ptefented  the  declara- 
tion to  the  ftates  general  aflembled  iat  ^e  Hague j  it  was  ob-r 
je£led,  that  the  king  had  approved  in  general  terms  of  all 
<that  had  been  done,  and  prorotfed  ftri£Uy  to  obferve  the  ar- 
iniflice ;  but  that  he  had  defignedly  flurred  over  the  clauie 
.where  it  was  fpecified^  that  the  arohduke  treated  with  the 
provinces  on  the  footing  of  a  free  ftate,  over  which  he  had 
1K>  jurifdtdion.  Not  only  this,,  but  feveral  other  particulars 
in  the  manner  and  ftiie  of  the  ad,  were  difjileafing  to  the 
ilates  general.  They  refented  the  title  given  the  archduke  . 
of  fovereign  of  all  the  Netherlands  ;  the  a&'s  being  writ- 
jten  on  paper  inftead  of  parchment ;  the  Icing's  fubfcrip* 
tion^  Wk  tie  iking ;  the  ieal  affixed,  which  was  not  the 
great  feal  of  Spain',  and  the  demand,  that  the  Dutch 
iquadrons  ihould  be  immediatelv  recalled  from  the  Spanifi 
coafts.  In  the  end,  the  ambaflador  was  informed,  that  the 
fi^tes  could  not  accept' the  declaration  without  confiderable 
amendments.  Verreiken  laboured  to  remove  the  obje£tions. 
He  infifted  that  the  catholic  Jcing  would  never  have  ratified  . 
the  preliminaries  ftipulated  by  the  archduke,  had  not  his  in- 
tentions been  wholly  pacific  \  that  procuring  the  amend- 
ments required  would  only  retard  the  negotiation;  but> 
that  if  the  fiates  would,  in  the  mean  time^  proceed  to  bu- 
fuiefs,  he  would  engage  to  obtain  the  declaration  wanted  as 
foon  as  in  courfe  it  could  be  expelled.  But  this  was  pofi- 
tively  refufed ;  and  the  ftates,  for  their  own  fecurity,  gav^ 
the  ambaflador  copies  of  fuch  a  declaration  as  would  quiet 
their  fcruples,  in  the  Latin^  French^  and  Spanijh ;  that  no 
miftake,  through  the  equivocal  fenfe  of  words,  might 
^irife^  In.thefe,  feveral  articles,  relative  to  religion,  were 
inferted,  which,  it  was  apprehended,  the  court  of  Spain 
would  not  grant ;  and  indeed  the  writing  would  feem  to  be 
calculated  widi  that  defign,  and  didated  by  the  partisans  of 
the  houfe  of  Or  j»;#. 

<  M&T£a£K,  lab.  xxriii.     Li  Clikc,  lib.  vlii. 

O  4  When 


aoo  9j&^  Hijiory  ef  the  United  Provinces, 

When  the  fecond  ratification  arrived  at  Bft^ilsy  the 
firft  obfervation  which  occurred,  was  that  the  great  feal 
was  not  affixed:  but  thi8  difficulty  the  archduke  engaged 
he  fhould  be  able  to  furmount,  (hould  the  contents  prove 
otherwife  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  United  Pro^ 
vinceu  The  article  with  refped  to  religion,  it  was  forc- 
feen,  woul^  occafion  more  trouble,  Verrtiken  and  iJeym 
were  difpatched  to  the  Hague  with  this  new  rattficatioo; 
and  though  it  was  fupported  with  all  their  eloquence  and 
addrefs,  could  not  gain  the  approbation  of  the  ftates. 
They  obje^ed,  that,  like  the  former,  it  was  written  in  a 

'  loofe  ftile,  upon  paper,  and  fealed  with  a  private  figna^ 
ture.  However,  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  candour, 
they  faid  they  would  communicate  the  ratification  to  the 
provincial  ftates,  and  report  their  opinion  in  fix  weeks  $ 
adding,  that  if  the  archduke  thought  proper  to  appoint 
plenipotentiaries  in  ten  days,  they  would  follow  his  ex* 
ample,  and  fend  deputies  to  the  congrefs.  Before  tl^e  am* 
baiiador's  departure,  the  ftates  defired  that  the  original  ra« 
tification  might  be  left  in  their  hands  ;  but  this  was  re<^ 
fufed,  though  Verreiken^  Xo  oblige  them  all  in  his  power, 
remained  zt  ^tHague^  kept  the  ratification,  and  fenthis 
collegue  to  attend  the  archduke's  commands*  By  the 
1  ^     14th  of  November  Neyen  returned   from  Bruffek^  with  or-^ 

ders  to  deliver  the  ratification  to  the  ftates,  upon  receiving - 
their  written  promife  to  reftore  it,  in  cafe  the  negotiation 
fhould  prove  abortive*  Even  this  was  denied,  and  Neyen 
Sigain  forced  to  fet  out  for  Brujfelsy  where  he  obtained 
the  archduk^^s  leave  to  furrender  the  ratification,  without 
any  promife  or  written  acknowledgement.  From  fuch 
punSilious  condud  and  fafiidious  cavilling,  it  was  obvi" 
ous  that  the  Orange  party  prevailed,  that  the  general  fen- 
timents of  the  people  were  not  pacific,  and  that  the  negO'^ 

,  tiation  would  at  laft  prove  fruitlefs. 

WkitE  the  treaty  went  on  in  this  channel,  letters  ad- 
drefied  to  the  ftates  were  received  fronfi  the  emperor,  in 
which  he  expre&ed  his  aftoniftiment  at  theii-  not  acquaint^ 
ing  the  imperial  court  with  their  intentions,  reminded  them 
that  the  Netherlands  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  empircj 
and  that  confequently  they  could  not  claim  the  privileges 
of  a  free  ftate,  without  his  confent;  nor  would  any  grants 
made  by  the  archduke  and  the  kipg  of  S^ain  prove  valid^ 

, without  the  full  approbation  of  the  Jultc  council.      To 
thefe  letters  the  ftates  returned  a  civil  anfwer,  cxcufing 

.  themfelves  by  affirming,  that  they  imagined  the  king  of 
§p(iin,  ^n4  the  archduke  l^ad   given  his  imperial  majeftjr 
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dmely  information,  otberwife  they  (hould  not  be  wainHng 
in  this  mark  of  refped.  'I'hey  reprefented  the  caufes 
which  induced  them  to  throw  off  the  fovercignty  of  Phi- 
Xff  and  now  iniift  on '  the  privileges  *  of  a  free  people  ; 
they  alledged  their  having  already  been  acknowledged  in^ 
dependent  by  feveral  ftates  and  fovereigns ;  and  laftly, 
that  they  apprehended  it  properly  belonged  to  Philipy  to 
enquire,  whether  he  bad  a  power  to  make  the  grants  he 
propofed;  ,that  as  for  themfelves,  they  had  long  taken 
the  rcfolution  of  being  free,  or  of  periilbing  in  the  defence 
of  liberty. 

Scarce  had  the  ftates  general  returned  this  anfwer,  and 
received  the  compliments  of  feveral  foreign  princes,  when 
Che  provinces  reported  their  opinion,  that  the  ratification 
was  a  fufficient  bafis  for  negotiating  a  peace  or  truce: 
This^e^iblution  had  been  carried  in  all  the  provincial  ftates, 
in  defpite  of  the  objections  raifed  by  the  Orange  fad^ioni^ 
Never  did  the  talents  of  Barnevel4t  appear  more  confpicu- 
x>us  than  on  this  qccafion;  on  which  he  equally  difpiayed 
the;  orator,  the  ftatefman,  and  the  patriot.  After  del ibe? 
rating,  with  the  ambaffadors  of  France  and  Gnat -Britain^ 
the  ftates  acquainted  the  archduke  by  letter,  that  they 
were  ready  to  enter  upon  the  negotiation,  provided  that 
nothing  ihould  be  demanded  repugnant  to  their  privileges^ 
or  obliquely  direded  againft  their  liberties  ;  and  that  if 
he  would  nominate  plenipotentiaries,  they  would  appoint 
an  equal  number  of  deputies  (A).    Towards  the  clofe  of 
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(A)  It  was  at  this  vtTy  time, 
when  the  attention  of  ail  Eu- 
ropt  was  Kxtd.  on  the  approach- 
ing congrefsy  which  was  to  de- 
ternune  the  fate  of  the  United 
Provinces,  that  the  Hollanders 
planned  the  fcheme  of  a  Weft- 
India  company,  which  ihould 
likewife  trade  lajfrica,  upon 
the  model  of  the  Eaft  India 
tonpany.  The  projed  met 
with  obilru£lionsy  on  account 
of  the  peace  now  negotiating; 
^  it  was  apprehended  the  kiag 
of  Spain  would  difpute  any 
jgrants  which  could  be  made 
put  to  the  company.  However, 
ihoghtheftatcfichofcM)  avoid 
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railing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  treaty,  which  the  whole 
world  muft  attribute  to  cheir 
deiire  of  prolonging  the  war, 
they  permitted  their  grand  ar* 
mament  to  fet  fail  in  que(l  of 
the  Caracca  fleetf  foon  expec- 
ted. Admiral  Hemskirk  ac* 
cordingly  (leered  for  the  coaft 
of  Spaiit^  received  information 
that  a  Spanijh  fquadron  erf*  fix 
men  of  war  lay  in  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar,  and  made  difpofiiiv 
ons  for  attacking  the  enemyv 
Juan  Ahazes  d'Avila^  coirf- 
mandcd  the  Spanijh  fleet.  Us 
was  attacked  by  Hemskirk  with 
the  utmoft  refolution,  and  the 
engagement 
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the  year  the  armiftice  was  expired,  of  «^hicb  d)e  arch* 
duke  gave  the  ftates  general  notice,  and  of  his  de&re  to 
prolong  it  for  a  month.  He  likewife  acquainted  them  by 
Jctter,  that  he  had  nominated  plenipotentiaries,  and  ex^ 
f)refleci  his  inclination  that  the  congrefs  might  fit  with  the 
.uttlioft  expedition.  The  marquis  de  Spinola^  RicardoU 
Mmcidor^  the  archduke^s  fecretary,  Neym^  and  Venm- 
ten,  were  appointed  ambafTadors.  It  gave  umbrage,  that 
not  one  native  of  the  Netherlands  fhould  be  chofen  to  ad- 
juft  the  articles  of  a.  treaty,  that  wholly  refpeScd  ihij 
country;  but  the  power  was  in  the  handa  of  the  5^- 
X  mardSy  and  by  exerting  it  they  propoled  to  gain  fome  ad- 
vantages to  themfcJves  \ 
A.  D.  Is  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  Spinola  and 
1608.  the  other  ainbaflailors  fet  out  for  the  congrefs  ;  and  as  ibon 
as  they  arrived  in  the  territories  of  the  ftates,  they  were 
received  by  Ju/lin  NaJ/au,  and  conduced  to  the  Hegvii 
without  any  expence.  In  all  the  towns  the  people  flocked 
to  fee  Spinola,  whofe  reputation  was  as  great  in  HaUand^ 
zt  in  the  other  provinces  of  the  Netherlands ;  and  at  Dif' 
dreehty  prince  Maurice  met  that  general,  who  feeh;ied  to 
iregard  the^  prince  vrith  aftoniihment  and  admiration* 
Maurice  expreiled  fentinients  no  lefs  favourable  to  S^^ 
nohi  and  they  both  paid  thoie  compliments  which  were 
certainly  due  to  each  other's  merit.  Various  were  the 
fentiments  of  the  people  on  the  arrival  of  Spimla  in  /ft/- 
land.  Some  alledged,  it  yrais  wrong  to  fuffer  fo  popular 
an  enemy  to  enter  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  thereby 
afford  him  the  opportunity  of  feducing  the  minds  of  the 
people.    To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  people  were 
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engagement     continued    with  ed»  his  fhiprun  a-|frouBd»  .and 

j^neat  fury»  until  the  Dutth  ad-  burnt  by  the  garri&n  of  Gik' 

iiiira!  loft  hi^rm  by  a  cannon-  raltar,  to  prevent  his  beiAg  ^ 

ball.     The  death  of  fo  brave  ken$  thereft  ofthe  5/<iitf}^^ 

an  officer  caa(ed  fome  confu-  was  burnt,  funk,  or  deilroyedi 

fioa'in  the  fleet;  but  thefpirits  and  the  vidlory  siidifpatat}Iy i' 

of  the    Dutchmen    were    foon  favour  of  the  HoUandgrs,  iho' 

toufed^   by  the  gallant  condud  they  received  no  other  bepe* 

of  Verhoeff  who  facceeded   to  fit  from  it,  than  the  deftruffion 

the  command.    After  an  ob-  of  the  ^^xey^  armament.  (0* 
'ftinate  fight,  d^Avita  was  kiU- 

'(t}  Meitnn^  lib,  aS.        Lt  Clerc,  hb,  S.^.  %48» 
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ttrv^terate  enemies  of  the  Spanljh  dominion)  and  Spimk 
liimfelf  a  promoter  of  the  peace.  Before  the  a^rrival  of 
-the  plenipotentiaries,  the  flates  had  prevailed  on  the  Pnmh 
ambaffadors,  that  their  maAer  fliould  become  guarantee 
of  the  treaty  intended ;  and  they  ventured  to  engage,  that 
fats  majefty  fliould  afSft  the  ftates  with  ten  thoufai^  men, 
in  cafe  it  was  broke  through  the  fault  of  the  king  <A  &^m 
or^  archduke.  By  the  4th  of  fthruary^  the  ftates  ^e-* 
liend  thinking  it  was  jtime  to  open  the  negotiation,  fent 
compliments  to  the  ambafiadors,  and  demanded  their  in-^ 
ftrudions.  Then  they  appointed  WiUiam  of  Nr^]]^  and 
Ihe  fieur  Broderode^  with  a  deputy  from  each  province,  io 
confer  with  them.  John  BarmvM  was  chofen  to  re- 
prefent  Holland,  All  were  affembled  in  a  great  hall  pro-  The  con- 
vided  for  that  purpofc,  and  the  firft  day  was  fpeht  in  ex-  g^^fi  fi^ 
amining  their  reciprocal  powers,  in  which  a  variety  df  dif-  fj  *^^ 
ficukics  occurred.  We  (hall  only  mention,  that  the  Dutch  "*g»^* 
deputies  demanded  whether  the  ambafiadors  propofed  treat- 
ing with  them,  as  the  reprefentativcs  of  a  free  ftate  ?  To> 
which  they  were  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  They  next 
enquired  by  what  right  the  archduke  retained  the  arms 
of  the  provinces,  if  he  propofed  refigningthc  foveneignty? 
To  which  it  was  replied,  that  he  was  diredled  in  this  par- 
ticular by  the  practice  of  other  princes,  the  king  of  Spain 
retaining  the  arms  and  title  of  king  of  Jtrt^dUmy  the 
Prench  king  thofe  of  Bmutria^  and  the  king  of  England^ 
the  arms  and  title  of  fovereign  of  Frantfj  though  they 
pofeiled  not  a  ibot  of  land  in  thole  countries.  A  few  days 
after  the  Dutch  deputies  produced  a  fchedule  Of  the  par- 
ticular privileges  they  demanded,  and  the  form  of  refig- 
nation  required.  The  Flemijh  ambafiadors  declined  giv- 
ing an.  anfwer,  but  fent  the  writing  to  Bmjfels^  and  re- 
ceived the  archduke's  confent,  that  this  article  ihould  be 
granted,  agreeable  to  the  defire  of  the  ftates  general,    in  • 

hopes  that  an  equivalent  might  be  obtained  relative  to 
the  commerce  of  the  Indies.  The 'facility  with  which 
an  article  of  fuch  importance  was  given  up,  created  fuf^ 
picions  in;  the  Aates^  that  either  the  archduke  was  n6c 
fincere^  or  that  the  congrefs  would  prove  fruitlefs,  on  ac- 
count of  extraordinary  demands  touching  fome  Other 
points  ;  though  in  faft>it  proceeded  from  an  extreme  de- 
fire  of  terminating  a  war,  whith  had  equally  exhaufted 
Spain  and  the  ten  provinces. 

The  next  objed  was  a  general  armiftice,  reftitu|:ion 
and'compenfation  of  lofies ;  articles  which  were  without 
difficulty  adjufted,  hy  k^ving  -matters  in  their  prefent  fitu^ 
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ation.;  but  it  was  more  delicate  and  dubious  with  rcfpfft 
to  commerce.     Both  equally  affe£lcd  the  extrtifive  trade 
,        of  the  Eaji  Indies  \  they  had  each  too  long  experienced 
the  advantages  of  this  commerce,  to  refign  any  part  or  it 
without  reludance*    The  diredors  of  the  Enjl  India  com- 
pany  were  deeply  concerned  in  the  iffuc  of  this   article, 
and  they  made-  the  ftrongeft  remonftrances  to  the  ftates 
general  and  the  deputies.     Four  days  were  taken  up  with 
the  fingle  article  of  commerce ;  the  debates  were  warm  and 
fpirited,    but  nothing  was  determined.      At  length  the 
buich  deputies  declared,  that  only  the  acceptance  of  one 
of  three  propofals  they  had  to  make,  could  terminate  the 
difpute.     The  firft  was,  that  the  provinces,  in  confequcnce 
of  a  peace,  fliould  ever  have  U^^  leave  to  trade   to  the 
Indies  j  the  fecond,  that  they  (hould  have  liberty,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  truce,    for  a  certain  number  of  years;  or 
J    •  that  at  Icaft  there  fhould  be  peace  on  this  fide  the  tropics, 
and  both  nations  left  to  promote  tlieir  feveral  intercfts  by 
arms    on  the  other  fide  the  line.     This  laft  propnfition 
was  made,  becaufe  the  Hollanders  knew  themfelves  greatly 
iuperior  by  fea,  and  the  ImUan  princes  in  general  difgufted 
At  the  Partuguefe  government.     Two  of  thefe  propofitions 
were  immediately  rejeflied ;    the  one  being  directly  con- 
trary  to  an  exprefs.  inftfu£lion,  that  the  commerce  with 
the  Indies  {hould  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  the  provin- 
ces ;   and  the   other  to  the  inclinations  of  the  archduke^ 
which  determined  him  to  have  the  peace  general,  or  the 
congr^fs  diflblved.     As  to  the  fecond  propofal,  the  ambaffa- 
dors  declared  they  would  accept  it  with   this  reftriftion, 
that  the  ftates  fliould  agree  to  renounce  the  India  trade 
at  .the  expiration  of  the  truce.     But  this  was  refufcd^  and 
the  ambafladors  defired  that  the  article  of  commerce  might: 
be  deferred  until  othei?s  were  adjufted. 
,  Ne^t  the   Dutch  deputies  dfemanded  a  lift  of  the  ar- 

ticles of  which  the  ambaffadors  propofed  treating;  but  this; 
was  d^iii.ed>  until  they  confented  that  no  advantage  would 
be  ^ajcen  of  omiffibns,  and  that  whatever  ihould  happen 
to  be  forgot,  might  riot  be  excluded.  The  deputies  fct 
•  the  example,  and  gave  in  a  lift  of  their  propofitions,  can* 
tained  in  twenty-eigHt  diflin£l  articles.  They  were  fol- 
lowed by.  a  fimilar  catalogue  exhibited  by.  the  ambaffadors 
in  feven  articles,  the  pri/icipal  of  which  turned  upon  reli- 
gion ;  but  they  were  expreffed  fo  equivocal lyi»  and  arranged* 
with  fo  little  method,  as  afforded  a  large  field  for  cavil- 
ling. With  this  writing  they  prefented  a  requeft,  ^^^ 
the  ftates  would  di:4w  oul  a  fcbeme  of  the  European  ^nd' 
-        .  ^  Indm 
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lM£an  cbffloierce,  which  they  would  tranfmit  to  the  courts 
of  Bruffels  and  Ma^id^  provided  it  contained  nothing 
which  appeared  too  fevere  to  the  catholic  king  and 
the  archduke*  The  propofalwas  accepted,  the  writing 
prepared,  and  a  demand  made,  that  both  parties  fliould 
reciprocally  depofit  a  certain  fum  in  Spain  and  Holland^  as 
fccurhy  for  the  performance  of  their  engagements.  The 
articles  were  firfl  examined  at  the  congreb,  and  debated 
with  much  warmth.  Ricardot  in  particular  was  fo  af* 
feded  with  the  infolence  of  the  deputies,  that  he  (hed 
tears,  and  lamented  the  unhappy  fituation  of  Spain^  which 
reduced  a  great  monarchy  to  the  neceffity^  of  temporizing 
with  a  fet  of  burghers  and  aiercbants.  Spimla  managed 
his  temper  with  more  addrefs,  and  to  his  condu£l  it  was 
owing  that  the  congrefs  had  not  broke  up  long  before. 
Nejftn  was  difpatched  to  Brabant  and  ^ain^  with  the 
fcheme  of  commerce,  which  now  received  confiderable 
amendment ;  but  ftill  the  bill  was  too  harfb,  and  long  re- 
ceded by  the  proud  ftomachs  of  the  Spaniards j  who  could 
not  make  conceffions  with  any  grace,  to  thofe  whom  they 
ufed  to  command*  Thefe  propbfals  met  with  a  variety 
of  obftrudions  at  the  court  of  Madrid^  and  Neyen^s  long . 
flay,  rendered  it  neceflary  to  prolong  the  armidice  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 

About  this  time  the  ftates  general  received  advice  of 
negotiations  carried  on  at  the  court  of  Frame^  which  al- 
moft  determined  them  to  break  ofF'  the  conferences  preci- 
pitately. While  Neyen  continued  2X  Madrid^  Aon  Pedra 
dt  Toledo  was  fent  to  Paris^  to  engage  Henry  in  the  intereft 
of  Spain^  and  thereby  deftroy  the  fruits  of  the  whole  ne- 
gotiation at  the  Hague.  Philip  could  nor  be  prevailed  on 
to  acknowledge  the  freedom  of  the  provinces,  unlefs  they  . 
previouily  renounced  the  commerce  of  the  Indies  \  but 
finding  that  the  French  monarch  was  deaf  to  all  his  propp- 
fals,  he  cpnce:aled  his  fentiments,  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
his  ends  by  dint  of  addrefs  and  refined  policy.  At  laft, 
the  ambafladors  declared  on  the  20th  of  Auguji^  that  their 
final  inftru£tions  refpe£ting  the  three  great  points  of  reli- 
gion, liberty,  and  commerce,  were  arrived :  that  his  ca- 
tholic majefty  was  refolvcd  to  acknowledge  the  freedom  of 
the  provinces,  upon  no  other  conditions,  than  that  they 
Ihouid  re*efl:ablifii  the  catholic  religion,  and  renounce  the 
India  comn)erce«  Upon  this  declaration  they  retired,  leav- 
ing the  deputies  to  deliberate  upon  an  anfwer  with  the 
fiates  general;  the*  council  of  ftate,  prince  Maurice^  and 
William  of  .Najfau,    Having  communicated  the  propofal  to 

the 
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die  foreign  imbafladors  at  the /%ir#,  it  was  refolded  that  j 
the  negotiation  was  at  an  ends  and  a  manifefto  Was  pub^  I 
lifhed  on  the  23d^  in  which,  after  enumerating  all  the  | 
tranfadions  c^  the  congrefs,  the  whole  blame  of  the  coa«  : 
'Sequences  that  might  enfue  from  a  rupture  of  the  treaty 
was  thrown  ujpon  Pbiiip  and  the  archduke.  The  mani* 
fefto  was  delivered  to  the  «S|^fff/%inini({ers,  who  com{daiQed 
-  loudly  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated.  They 
then  demanded  an  audience  of  the  ftates  general,  an4 
obtained  it  dn  the  17th.  Here  they  propofed  a  truce  for 
a  certain  number  of  years  ;  and  the  ftates  general  accepted 
the  offer,  oh  cdndition,  however,  that  the  (bvereignty  and 
freedom  of  the  province  fhould  be  acknowledged  during 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  truce.  This  exceeded  the 
powers  of  the  ambafladors  |  but  they  remitted  the  propo* 
fal  to  Brujfds^  and  received  for  anfwer,  that  what  the  ftates 
demanded,  could  only  be  granted  on'  their  renouncing  the 
commerce  of  India^  and  eftablifliing  the  catholic  ^eligioft 
in  all  the  provinces  y  that  however  the  archduke  had  fdr^ 
warded  tfieir  propofitions  to  the  co\irt  of  Spain^  expeded 
an  anfwer  in  a  few  days,  and  hoped  the  ambafladors  might 
in  the  mean  while  be  permitted  to  refide  at  the  Hapu, 
In  this  manner  the  truce  was  fpun  out  to  the  end  of 
September.  ' 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Mtmruff  who  never  approved 
of  the  negotiation,  apprehending  that  a  truce  at  leaft 
would  enfue,  fliould  the  Spaniards  relax  in  their  con^ 
ditions,  fent  a  circular  letter  to  all  fte  magiftrates  of  the 
cities.  This  letter  was  dated  the  utt  of  Sepiemier^  and 
tended  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  truce 
in  agitation.  In  the  arguments  urged  on  this  occafictOt 
it  was  eafy  to  difceirn  the  politician,  the. patriot,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  afpiring  prince.*  His  reasoning  was  c^l* 
culated  to  the  good  of  his  country.  ,  He  ftrenuoufly  op» 
pofed  the  reftoration  of  popery,  and  aflerted  the  fovereigntf 
of  the  provinces  5  but  he  at  the  fame  time  artfully  en- 
flamed  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  rendered  them'  averfe 
to  peace,  poffibly  with  a  view  to  his  own  intereft.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  truce  propofed  was  neceflary  to. both 
parties,  and  would  have  proved  beneficial,  could  it  be  ob* 
tained  on  equitable  conditions.  Maurice  however  feemed 
averfe  to  it  upon  any  term ;  and  it  was  perhaps  more  the 
,  "  intereft  of  the  Spaniards  to  have  concluded  a  perpetual 
treaty  of  peace. 

O^J  the  24th  of  September^  the  ambafladors  gave  no- 
tice to  the  ftatesi  that  they  were  now  impowercd  to  treat 
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Irith  the  provinces  as  a  free  republic,  and  conclude  a  truc^ 
for  feven  years,  during  which,  both  parties  fliould  freely 
trade  to  each  other's  dominions  in  Europe^  retain  what 
thejr  now  poiTelTed,  and  ceafe  from  all  afts   of  hoftility. 
They  acknowledged  however,  that  the  archduke  was  not 
authorised  by  the  catholic  king,  to  grant  thefe  conditions ; 
but  that  he  hoped  to  get  them   rariiied.      The  propofaf 
was  communicated    through  the  channel   of  the  French^ 
Englijhy  and  Brandenburgb  ambaiTadors ;  but  it  was  reje£ted, 
onlefs  the  (bvereignty  of  the  ftates'was  abfolutely  acknow- 
ledged without  reftriftion,  and  free  leave  granted  to  trade 
to  the  Indies,      As  fuch  conceffions  exceeded  the  powers 
of  jr^m^/tf  and  his  colleagues,   the  conferences  broke  up, 
and  the  ambaiTadors  took  their  leave,  their  time  being  ex- 
pired.    At  parting,  Ricardot   aiTured  the  ilates,  that  the 
archduke  had  afted  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  throughout 
the  negotiation  ;  he  blamed  their  obftinacy,  exhorted  the 
ftatcs  to  refledl  ferioufly  on   the  conditions  they  rejcfted, 
which  they  might  probably  hereafter  not  be  able  to  obtain 
by  intreaty  and  folicitatipns ;  and  he  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, that  they  muft  be  refponfible  for  all  the  confequent  ^ 
effufion   of  chriftian  blood,   fhould   the  war  be  refumed. 
The  ambaflador  was  anfwered  by  the  penfioner  Barneveldt^ 
who  inftanced,  as  a  proof   of  the  fincerity  of  the  ftates" 
general,  their  refufal  to  enter  upon  the  conferences;  until 
thtir  fovereignty  was  acknowledged.     He  concluded   with 
retorting  the  allegation,  that  they  would    be   refponfible 
for  the  future  effufion  of  blood,  hnce  the  feverity  of  the 
Spanijh  councils  firft  kindled  the  war.     The  tyranny  of 
rhiUp  II.  furniibed  the  fuel,  and  the  pride  and  inflexibi-* 
Ijty  of  Philip  III.  prevented  its  being  extinguiflied,  at  a 
time  when  all  the  combuflible  materials  were  already  coa- 
fumcd  ".  Th  Nt   • 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  ambai&dors,    it  was  f^^^^'^f 
difcovercd,   that  Ricardot  had  either  forgot  or  defignedly  ^^^^^^ 
left  at  his  lodgings,  the  original  inftruaions  given  to  the  ^ 
Spmtijh  minifters.     This  the  ftates  publifhed,  with  a  long 
pwjimcnt  in  their  own  vindication*^  though  pofterity  have 
jufily  coiiftrued  the  inftruftions  to  their  prejudice.     In 
every  line  the  archduke's  pacific  intentions  were  apparent, 
and  nothing  but  the  faftidious  and  infolent  demands  of  the 
ftates,  their  cavilling  humour,  and   pundilious  condu^, 

■  Grot.  lib.  xvii.  Baudixxs,  lib.  iii.  Mbursiusj  Rcr.' 
Belg.  lib.r.  Meterkn,  lib.  xxx.  Lb  C^brc,  lib.  viii.  Cla- 
M»ooN*8  hift»  of  the  rebel,  torn.  i.      .    .  ^ 
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would  have  prevented  the  eftablilbment  of  a  tFuce,<  on  the 
fame  terms   it  was  afterwards  obtained*     AU  the  foreign 
miniflers  would  ieem  to  be  of  this  opiniop.     They  con- 
curred in  prefling  the  ftates  at  leaft  to  conclude  a  truce;  afld 
the  prefidcnt  Jeanniny  in  particular,  enforced   bis  advice 
with  a  variety  of  arguments.    When  the  ftates  objedcd 
that  no  dependence  coujd  be  placed  in  the  promifes  of  the 
Spaniards^  who  had  fo  often  violated  their  engageipents,  he 
replied,  that  his  mafter,  the  king  of  FranceyV/oM  guarantee 
the  treaty,  attack  the  violators  with  all  his  forces,  and  fup- 
port  with  all  his  might  that  prudence  and   perfeverance 
which  enabled  an  opprefled  people  to  treat  with  their  fovc- 
reign  on  the  footing  of  a  free  republic. 
TherepuB'      It  has  already  been  frequently  intimated  that  thcpro- 
licMvid'   vinces  were  divided  into  two  faiflions,  one  of  which  totally 
edinf       rejeded  the  truce,  and  every  propofal  that  did  not  immedi- 
parties.      ately  contribute  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a  folid  and  lafting 
peace.     At  the  head  of  this  party  was  prince  Maurice -f 
whofe  interefl  and  afpiring  views  made  him,  it  is  aliedged, 
prefer  war  to  the  moft  advantageous  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion.    It  was  however   dangerous  to  profefs   himfelf  an 
enemy  to  the  tranquillity  of  his   country  j   he  therefore 
chofe  the  fafer  method  of  obtaining  his  ends,  by  arguing 
againft  the  confequences  of  the  truce,  fenfible  that  Spain  and 
the  archduke  were  not  yet  fufficiently  humbled  to  grant 
peace  on  the  terms  the  ftates  would  demand.     BarnevelM 
was  the  oracle  of  the  other  faflion ;  he  entered  warmly  in- 
to the  opinion  of  the  French  ambaflador,    and  thought  a 
truce  ought  not  to  be  reje£led,  becaufe  perpetual  peace 
could   not  be  obtained  ;    it  would,    at  leaft,    aftbrd   t)ie 
provinces  a  breathing,   to  enable  them  to  renew  the  war 
with  redoubled  vigour.     He  penetrated  into  all  Maurici^ 
views,  and  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  the  danger 
of  fervitudc  to  a  family,  whofe  patriotifm  was  only  a  cloak 
to  their  ambition. ,   Libels  and  pafquinades,  calculated  i(^ 
blow  up  the  fparks  of  civil  diiTenfion,  were  every  day  put)- 
liftied  ;  nor  did  the  Orange  party  fcruple  to  tax  tne  kings  of 
France  and  England  with  felfifli  views,  in  recommending  a 
truce  which  could  not  be  rigidly  obferved  j  which  in  confe- 
quencc  would  involve  the  provinces  in  numberlefo  cala- 
mities, and  thereby  prove  beneficial  to  the  commerce  of 
France  and  England.      A  number  of  anonymous  lettersj 
threatening  an  attempt  on  his  life,  were  received  by  S(a^' 
veidt,  all  of  which  he  laid  before  the  ftates,  fayipg*  ^^ 
tho'  he  defpifed  the  anger  of  the  great,  and  the  refentmcnt 
of  the  deluded  vulgar,  while  he  was  confcious  of  faltbfulv 
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perfermiflg  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country ;  yet  he  coul4 
wifh  to  refign  an  employment  which  he  found  renderedf 
him  odious.  Wirh'the/e  Virords  he  quitted  the  alTembiy^  •  , 
3nd  was  foon  followed  by  deputies,-  fent  fo  exhort  hi  mi 
Jiot  to  abandon  the  ftate  at  this  critical  iunflure,  when  his 
ability  and  integrity  were  moft  wanted.  Upon  refumin^  the 
functions  of  penlionery,  he  repfefentcd  in  the  moft  lively 
terms  the  advantages  deducible  from  the  fuccours  oilerccf 
by  the  two  kings,  and  the  regard  which  ought  to  be  fliewn 
tof  their  fentiments  j  he  gave  in  an  exadl  calculation  of  the 
fupplies  neceflkry  for*  the  profccution  of  the  waj- ;  he  re- 
futed all  the  objections  made  to  the  truce  >  and  by  the 
weight  of  his  influence,  the  fpirit  and  ftrength  of  hi§  argu-  ' 
ments,  brought  over  the  province  of  Holland  to  the  opiniori 
of  the  five  other  provinces,  which  had.declared  in  favour  of 
the  truce.  Zealand  alone,  fwayed  by  private  motives,  ocj 
account  of  the  rich  captures  made  during  the  war,  and  the 
influence  o^  Maurice y  remained  deaf  to  all  terms  of  accom* 
modatipn.  The  difpute  grew  high,  the  Zealanders  i/. fitting 
that  to  conclude  a  truce  without  their  confent  would  be 
d  direift  infradion  of  the  union  of  Utrecht  i  and  the  others 
remonftrating  upon  the  injullice  of  one  province's  giving 
law  to  all  the  others'^.  ,  .,: 

In  thefe  difputes  the  year  was  fpun  out^  without  any    A.  Ui 
progrcfs  made,  either  in  the  profecution  of  the  vvar,  or  of  a      1609'. 
temporary   pacification.     However  Barneveldi^  and  the  To-  Thecczfe- 
reign  minifters,  laboured   with  fo  much  zeal  and  affidiiity,  renca  re* 
that  they  prevailed  on  the  archduke  to  prolong  the  at-^^'^'^^* 
miftice,  and   fend  deputies  to  confer  with  the  French  and  ^^d truce 
Enghjh  ambafladors  at  Ant%verp.     Here  it  was  the   great  '^^^^l^did 
point  wasgainedj  of  again  renewing  the  conferences  with /^^*^^     * 
the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Province s-^  then  aflembjed  at-^^*^^"^* 
BergcK'-op-Zootn      In   the  end,   the   conferences   were  re- 
moved to  the  fiague  ;  and,   aft^r  iubduing  infinite  obftruc- 
tions,  a  truce  tor  twelve  year^  was  concluded  on  the  ninth 
of  Aprils  ratified  on  t'^e  14th,  then  publiflied  in    all  the 
towns  of  the  Neihgrlands^  and  joyfully  received  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  efpecially  or  the  Spdnijh  provinces.     lii 
the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  the  archduke,  in  his. own,  anc{ 
'  the  king  of  Spain  sasivncy  acknowledged  the  United  Provinces^ 
renounced^  all  claim  to  fovereignty  over  them,,  but  in  fuch 
general  terms  as  would  admit  of  altercation.     In  the  reron4 
a  truce  for  twelve  years,   by  fea  and  land,  through  all  the* 

^  AiTSMA,  torn*  i.    Lb*  i.    p<   16.      Metiiren,  Ilk  xx.f. 
M.  660. 
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dominions  of  both  parties,  was  concluded.  By  the  third 
article  the  parties  were  to  remain  in  poiTeffion  of  what  they 
now  held,  without  ceffion  or  exchange.     In  the  fourth  a 

S general  amneily  was  ftipulated,  and  full  freedom  of  trade  by 
ea  and  land  to  each  others  dominions  granted.  This  ne- 
ceflarily  implied  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  in  the  Indies ;  how- 
ever, great  debates  afterward^  arofe  upon  this  account. 
Spain  obfctving  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Hollanders  in  the 
India  trade,  apprehended  they  would  foon  become  too  pow- 
erful in  that  quarter;  and  the  Dutch  were  willing  to  main- 
tain the  advantage  of  their  fuperiority.  Both,  for  this 
reafon,  difputed  the  article ;  yet  it  could  not  be  fet  afide 
without  deftroying  the  whole  treaty,  and  the  fruits  of  all 
their  laboured  conferences.  The  fifth  article  regulated  the 
imports,  and  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  fubjeds  of  the  arch- 
.  duke  and  the  ftates,  trading  to  each  others  dominions, 
which  were  to  be  on  the  fame  footing  with  thofe  of  other 
nations.  The  archduke  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  have . 
the  duties  at  Lillo^  on  the  Scheldt  aboii(hed,  and  the  com** 
merce  of  Antwerp  reftored  to  its  former  grandeur  ;  but  this 
was  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of  the  HoU 
landers^  that  it  was  impoffible  it  (hould  ever  take  place. 
The  fixth  and  feventb  articles  likewife  regarded  commer- 
cial affitirs  ;  but  it  would  be  unneceflary  to  dwell  on  parti- 
culars ;  fufficient  it  is  that  the  truce  was  mutually  benefi- 
cial, Spain  being  no  longer  in  condition  to  fupport  the  war, 
and  the  Hollanders  having  obtained  the  end  of  all  their  def- 
perate  refinance  and  invincible  perfeverance  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty.  Philip  of  Najffau  was  of  all  men  the  greateft 
gainer  by  the  truce ;  as,  in  confequence,  he  entered  into 
pqileffion  of  all  his  paternal  eftates  in  the  Spanijh  Nether- 
lands  and  Burgundy ;  while  the  ftates  rewarded  the  faithful 
fervices  of  Maurice  with  a  penfion  of  25,000  florins,  to  be 
paid  annuallv  out  of  the  public  treafury,  befides  an  ap- 
pointment of  60,000  francs  as  governorfgeneral.  .Penfions 
were  likewife  fettled  on  the  other  princes  of  the  houfe 
'  of  Najfau :  all  were  gratified   in  a  manner  that  demon- 

ftrated  the  high  fenfe  the  republic  had  of  their  merit,  though 
they  might  poflibly  be  difappointed  in  their  great  delign  of 
raifing  prince  Maurice  to  fovereign  authority.  In  this  man- 
ner was  a  bloody,  tedious  war  terminated,  which  had  more 
than  once  almoft  totally  extinguifhed  every  fpark  of  free- 
dom and  the  proteflant  religion  in  the  Seven  United  Pro* 
vinces  *.     The  fortune  of  the  ftates  on  this  occafion  ad- 

^  Scriptores  citat.  ibid.  p.  18,  &  66i.    Etiam  Baud.  torn. iii* 
fub'fin. 
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nirably  dlfplays  how  courage,  condu£l»  and  perfeverance, 
however  baffled  and  difappointed,  will,  in  the  end,  rile 
iiiperior  to  misfortune}  and  triumph  over  eveiy  adverfary. 

s  ^  c  T.  vn. 

Containing  the  religious  difputes  among  the  protejinnts 
of  the  United  Provinces  j  the  treaty  with  the 
Moorilh  prince  of  Tctuan  •,  the  difputes  about  the 
fucceffion  to  the  duchy  of  Clevcs ;  in  a  word^  all  the 
civil  and  political  tranfaSions  of  the  new  republic ^  to 
the  expiration  of  the  truce  in  the  year  162 1  • 

SC  A  R  C  E  hid  the  United  Provinces  tafted  the  fwects  of  Religious 
liberty  and  peace,  when  religious  difputes  arofe,  to  difputes  in 
blight  the  felicity  procured  by  obftinate  valour  and  invin-  Holland. 
cibTe  refolution.  James  Arminius^  of  Oudewater^  in  the  pro- 
vince of  HoUandy  firft  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  at  Amjierdam^ 
and  afterwards  profeiTor  at  Leyden^  gave  birth  to  a  new  fed, 
calkd  after  his  own  name,  whofe  principles  were  founded 
upon  do£lrines  as  old  as  the  belief  of  a  fupreme  being.  The 
kO,  was,  however,  in  his  time  firft  diftinguilhed,  ana  his  dif- 
ciples  ftigmatized  as  deferters  from  the  followers  of  Calvin, 
They  afSrted  free-agency;  they  fpokc  ambiguoufly  of  God's 
prefcience  j  they  deemed  the  dodrine  of  the  Trinity  not  ef- 
fentlal  to  falvation  \  many  of  them  affirmed  that  the  fcripture 
requires  no  adoration  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  and  all,  that  Jefus 
is  not  equal  to  God  the  father :  in  a  word,  they  regarded  the 
creed  of  St.  Athanafius  as  the  unintelligible,  unmeaning 
comment  on  an  incomprehenfible  myftery.  Thefe  tenets 
Were  adopted  by  great  numbers  of  the  learned  in  Holland^ 
the  other  proteftant  provinces,  and  in  Germany  ;  but  they 
had  not  been  publickly  taught  from  the  profefforial  chair 
before  the  elevation  of  Armifiius  to  that  office.  Moft  divines 
who  had  received  their  education  at  Geneva^  or  in  the  Pala* 
tinate^  brought  with  them  from  thence  the  do£lrine  of  pre- 
dcftihation ;  a  violent  conteft  arofe  between  the  parties  ; 
fynods  and  religious  conferences  were  held  in  divers  places  ; 
the  ftates  interpofed,  and  the  chief  perfons  of  the  republic 
cfpoufed  either  Arminius  or  Gormartis^  who  were  the  leaders 
of  thefe  fafiions ;  for  fuch  in  reality  they  ought  to  be 
cfteemed.  Religion  was  only  the  pretext,  policy  w?iS  the 
feurceof  thofe  impure  and  bitter  inveftives  poured  o^ton: 
both  fxdes.     The  prince  of  Orange  and  Barnsveldt  feized  this 
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opportunrty  of  venting  their  mutual  animofity,  which  now 
was  greatly  augmented  by  the  picdit  which  the  genfioner 
acquired  from  accomphfliing  the  truce  with  the  archduke, ' 
in'  defpite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  the  houfe  of  Najfau* 
In  all  controverfies  it  is  difficult  to  adhere  to  the  original 
point  in  dilpute  ;  it  is  particularly  (o  in*  religious  contefts, 
where  probably  both  parties  are  reafoning  upon  what  ex- 
ceeds the  limits  of  their  underftanding.  The  fmalieft  devi- 
ation leads  into  a  greater,  and  at  laft  the  difpuiants  end 
in  fomething  which  has  not  the  fmalJcft  relation  to  the 
firftfubjeit  of  debate.  Thus  it  was  that  a  quarrel  among 
obfture  divines,  about  points  which  neither  could  deter-' 
mine,  became  the  bone  of  contention  among  the  leading 
perfonageaia  the  provinces^  and  laid  the  firft  conception' of 
a  huiDour  that  has  ever  fince  remained  lurking  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  ftatp,  breaking  out  upon  all  revolutions,  and 
laying  the  foundation  of  that  difunion  and  difcord,  which 
will  probably  terminate  one  day  in  the  total  fubverfton  of 
the  republic.  Xt  would  be  im[^oflible  to  exhibit  a  juft  idea 
of  thtfe  difputes,  without  running  into  theological  difqui- 
fitions,  equally  fruitlefs  to  a  reader,  and  inconfiftent  with 
.  hiftorical  narration.  Sufficient  it  is,  that  neither  party 
was  convinced,  though  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate  made 
them  for  fome  time  filent  ;  and  that  the  Arminians^  though 
leaft  numerous^  were  however  extremely  formidable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  weight, influence,  and  ability  of  their  leaders*. 
Greeny  WjTH  rcfpe£l  to  civil  affairs,  the  obje£t  of  greateftcon- 

twitktbi  fequence,  was,  to  pulh  with  all  imaginable  vigour  thead- 
emperoraf  vantage  which  the  provinces  in  general  might  deduce  from 
Mi>focco.  this  interval  of  tranquillity  ;  for,  during  the  war,  trade  was 
altogether  confined  to  Holland  and  Zealand,  With  this 
view  the  ftates  ordered  that  150  Moorsy  taken  on  board 
Spantjh  captures,  fhould  be  returned  without  ranfom,  and 
prefented  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco^  in  confideration  of 
the  civilities  (hewn  by  that  prince  to  Hem(kirk\  fleet  forrie 
years  before  ;  and  to  obtain  certain  commercial  privileges 
iii  his  dominions.  Two  fliips  of  war  we/e  accordingly  fent 
under  captain  Herman/en  to  the  coaft  of  J/rica^  having  on 
board  the  Moorijh  prifoners,  and  a  prefent  of  fome  black 
cattle  from  prince  Maurice  to  the  emperor.  The  prelects 
Were  well  received  ;  all  the  immunities  required,  granted; 
and  a  propofition  made  of  declaring  warjointly  againft  the 
king  of  Spain-i  which  the  Dutch  civilly  declined,  urging  in 
cxcufe  the  late  truce.  This  propofal  was  made  by  an  alcititie, 
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ivho  returnecl  with  the  fleet  to  Holland.  The  Moorijh  envoy, 
perceiving  the  ftates  were  averfe  to  war,  ofFered  to  take  part 
of  iheir*  fleet  into  pay  j  but  this  was  iikewife  refuicd,  and, 
to  qialify  his  difappointment,  the  ambaflTador  was  loaded 
with  prefents,  and  difmified,  with  the  ftrongeft  proteftation« 
of  refpe^  and  veneration  for  his  m after. 

The  next  year  was  ufhered  in  by  an  event  which  had  Thefruce 
almoft  fruftrated  the  intention  of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  broke,  by 
and  the  archduke,  and  involved  in  a  fre{h  war  all  the  pro-  tk^  death 
vinces  of  the  Neiherlnnds.     Prince  John  IViU'am  duke  oioftheduki 
Clevjs  and  Juliers^  dying  without  ifTue-ma'e,  his  dominions  °/  ^levc«. 

'  devolved  upon  Kis  fifters,  in  whofc  right  the  eje<5tor  of 
Brandenburgh^  and  duke  of  N^whurgh^  demanded  the  fuc* 
ceiEon,  Several  other  competitors  Iikewife  appeared  5  but 
thefe  were  the  chief,  Ths  eledior  applied  to  the  French 
kmg  and  the  Dutch^  to  fupport  his  pretenfions  ;  the  duke  of 
Newburgh  to  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  archduke.  At  fir  ft 
the  contention  lay  between  the  houfe  of  Saxony  on  the  oaa 
fide  J  and  the  houfes  of  Brandenburg!?^  and  Ne^vburghy  on  the 
other.  Divers  conferences  were  held  to  adjuft  the  claims 
of  the  candidates  amicably,  but  they  proved  fruitlefe.  The 
archduke,  newly  refpiring  after  a  tedious  war,  had  no  incli- 
nation to  involve  himfelf  in  frefhd:fputes,  ijn  which  he  was 
properly  no  party  ;  but  it  was  his  intereft  to  provide  that  the 
Dutch  (hould  take  no  advantage  of  his  pacific  inclinations, 
and,  under  pretence  of  aflifting  the  ele<5ior  of  Brandenburgh^ 
feize  upon  thofe  places  in  the  difputed  territory  which 
lay  moft  convenient  to  the  provinces.  The  emperor" claimed 
the  right  of  deciding  the  difpute,  hwt^  Henry  IV.    did  not  - 

chufe  that  the  houfe  oi  Aujiria  fhould  have  any  acceflioa  of 
doniinion  or  power.  However,  the  former  adjude;ed  the 
duchies,  under  certain  limitations,  to  the  houfe  of  Saxony  ; 
and  the  affaiTination  of  Henry^  by  Ravlllac^  happened  before 
that  monarch  had  taken  any  meafures  to  oppole  the  imperial 
verdi6t.  Still  the  court  of  France  efpoufcd  the  princes^ 
and  encouraged  the  ftates  general  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 
jfuliersy  to  which  they  were  folicited  by  the  eledlor  of 
Brandenburgh,  Dutch  writers  alledge,  that  the  ftates  deter- 
mined, upon  this  meafu  re  with  reludtance,  apprehending  it 
might  be  deemed  an  infradiim  of  the  truce  ;  but  they  were 
compelled  to  it  by  Maurice^  whole  warlike,  ambitious  mind 
eagerly  fought  a  rupture,  or  at  leafta  war,  in  which  his  ta- 
lents (hone   with   fuch  luftre.     Accordingly,  with  14,000 

■foot  and  3000  horfe,  he  traverfed  Spanijh  Guelderland  with- 
out cfEering  the  fmalleft  violence  to  the  inhabitants,  the   . 
fubje<Ji3   of  the  archduke  Albert ;    and   fate  down  before 
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yuliers.  After  a  vigorous  defence^  the  city  capitulated  by 
the  fccond  day  of  September j  and  was  garrifoned  by  Dutch 
forces,  under  the  pretext  it  fliould  be  fequcftered  in  the 
hands  of  the  ftates  until  the  difpute  might  be  finally 
decided.  Albert  regarded  this  tranfa6lion  as  an  infradlioa 
of  the  truce.  He  perceived  that  the  ftates,  aftuated  by  am- 
bition, relied  too  much  on  his  pacific  intentions.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  venture  the  whole  ftate  of  Flanders  rather 
than  fufFcr  fuch  an  encroachment  on  right,  and  addition 
to  the  power  and  dominion  of  rebel  provinces,  not  yet 
declared  free,  but  treated  with  as  free  and  fovercign  ;  a 
middle  diftinSion  made  in  the  late  treaty,  by  way  of  falvo 
to  the  pride  of  the  court  of  Spain,  He  firft  demanded  fo- 
lemn  refiitution  of  the  town  of  Juliers^  in  the  name  of 
the  duke  of  Newburgh  ;  but  obtaining  only  (huffling,  dila- 
tory an  fwers,  an  army  was  aflcmbled  under  Spinola,  As 
the  ftates  had  ftrongly  garrifoned  their  late  acquifitiort, 
they  were  under  no  apprehcnfions  about  the  deftinalion  of 
this  army,  not  doubting  but  it  wis  intended  againft  JuUers\ 
in  which  the  archduke  would  find  himYelf  difappointed. 
The  mafterly  conduS,  however,  of  Spinola  threw  the  pro- 
vinces into  the  utmoft  confternation.  After  approaching 
within  fight  of  Juliersy  he  wheeled  round  fuddcnly, 
marched  to  Wefeh  and  took  it  before  the  Dutch  army  could 
come  to  its  relief.  This  town  was  ftrong  by  nature 
The  arch'  and. art ;  it  was  clnimed  by  the  duke  o( Brandenburgh^  as  a 
duke  and  dependency  on  the  duchy  of  CleveSy  but  was  held  by  the  in- 
republica-  habitants  undqr  the  protcdtion  of  the  ftates  general.  Not 
^^' Vy  lefs  aftoniflied  than  awed  by  the  fuccefs  of  a  bold  attempt, 
eonaledf  which  opened  a  way  to  the  invafion  of  the  provinces,  the 
Z)«/<rA  applied  to  the  mediation  of  England  znd  France,  and 
at  laft  accommodated  matters  with  the  archduke  by  more 
abjed  conceffions  than  they  had  ever  before  made  in  their 
moft  adverfe  circumftances.  By  this^  one  fpirited  ftrqke, 
Albert  regained  the  reputation  loft  from  the  terms  granted  in 

5 he  late  treaty,  and  the  ftates  were  juftly  chaftifed  and 
nortified  for  that  infolent  carriage  fliewn  towards  fovereign 
princes,  and  crowned  heads,  once  their  mafterfe  ^. 
Thereltgi-  The  appearance  of  a  rupture' with  the  archduke  cooled 
cus  dif'  fcjr  a  while  the  ardor  of  faSion  and  religious  controverfy  in 
putes  a-  the  United  Provinces.  No  fooner  was  the  truce  re-eftablifli- 
gain  re-  cd,  than  the  civil  divifions  broke  out  with  redoubled  ftren^th 
ne'wedr  and  vehemence.  The  Gormarijls  renewed  their  perfecution 
of  the  Artninian  diflenters ;  they  were  pufhed   on  l?y  the 
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hoafe  of  Orange,  fometimes  protcded  by  the  ftates,  and  op- 
poTed  chiefly  by  Barneveldty  Groiius,  VoffiuSj  the  learned  in 
general,  and  tnp  magtftrates  of  cities  in  which  their  influ- 
ence prevailed.  Armimus,  on  his  firft  elevation  to  the  pro- 
feflbrChip,  behaved  with  the  utmoft  moderation ;  he  fcrupu* 
loufly  avoided  giving  offence,  but  was,  in  courfe  of  lec- 
turing, forced  to  advance  opinions  which  roufed  the  indig- 
nation of  the  G&rmarifist  who  watched  the  opportunity  of 
refuming  the  difputes.  His  do<5lrines  were  oppofed,  and 
he  defended  them  with  great  temper  and  ability.  The  bcft 
pens  in  Holland^  or  indeed  in  Europe^  were  employed  in  his 
vindication.  Grotiui  and  Vojfms  both  embarked  deeply  in 
thecaufe;  and  the  Leyden  profeflbr  became  the  bead  of  a 
f^dlon  of  which  he  was  but  an*  inconfiderable  member. 
In  feme  towns  the  Arminian  clergy  were  imprifoned  or  ex- 
pelled, in  others  the  Gormarijis.  Synods  met  in  all  the  pro-  ' 
vinces,  public  difputations  were  maintained,  and  both  par- 
ties rather  confirmed  in  their  opinions  than  convinced  of 
their  errors.  The  fufpenfi«n  of  the  clergy  naturally  h?d  to  ^\  I^- 
an  inquiry  into  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  magiflrates,  161 1. 
this  into  the  prerogatives  of  the  lieutenants  or  fladtholders 
of  the  fcvcral  provinces,  and  that  into  the  fovereign  right  of 
the  provincial  ft^tes  and  ftatev  general.  A  queflion  purely 
fpeculative  became  now  a  matter  of  the  utmofl  confequence 
to  liberty.  The  Armnians  were  reprefented  as  fecret  friends 
to  Spain,  and  enemies  to  the  privileges  of  their  country  i 
the  people  were  inflamed,  prince  Maurice  was  raifed  to  a 
greater  height  of  popularity  than  he  ever  before  obtained, 
and  being  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  fupported  by  the 
multitude,  he  ventured .  upon  fome  bold  and  dangerous  al- 
teratbns  in  the  civil  government ;  changing  the  magiflrates 
of  cities  at  pleafure,  io  as  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the  provin- 
cial ftates,  and  confequently  in  the  ftates  general.  The 
fixtt  contefled  ele&ion  of  magiflrates  was  at  Leuwarde  ia 
Frifehnd,  where  the  magiflrates,  legally  chofen,  w^re  de* 
pofed,  and  fupplanted  by  others  nominated  by  the  populace. 
The  next  was  at  Utreehty  where  the  divifions  ran  high  in 
proportion  to  th^  number  of  the  people.  Theburgomaflers 
Were  difliked,  and  complaints  were  made  of  their  afTuming 
an  authority  inconfiflent  with  the  laws  ;  promifcs  of  fpecdy 
redrefs  were  given  j  but  the  populace  wanted  more.  They 
demanded  the  authority,  and  by  a  violent  ele£iion  of 
burgomaflers  ufurped  the  right  of  civil  government.  So  ge- 
neral was  this  tumult,  that  even  the  Roman  catholics  took 
up  arms,  and  infifled  upon  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion, 
though  cxprcfsly  prohibited  by  the  union  of  Utrecht,   in  ' 

P  4  which 


ji(J  ^he  Miftory  cf  the  United  Provinces, 

trWch  all  other  opihions  befides  are  licenfed.  As  the  vi(W 
knee  of  fafiion  ran  to  a  dangerous  height^orince  Maurice^ 
attended  by  deputies  from  tne  ftates  general,  repaired  to 
Utrecht^  in  order  to  rcftore  the  tranquillity  of  thq  city  5  but, 
inftead  of  meeting  with  the  refpedt  his  quality,  his  office, 
and  his  merit,  demanded,  he  was  grofsly  infultcd,  and 
forced  to  retire  precipitately.  This  determined  the  ftates 
general  to  aflemhle  at  ff'oerde^  and  to  fummon  the  provin- 
cial ftates  of  Utrecht  and  prince  Maurice  before  them, 
•After  long  deliberation,  nonmedies,  adequate  to  the  dif- 
eafe,  could  be  found  5  the  ftates  of  Utmht  were  therefore 
difmified,  with  a  ferious  exhortation  to  apply  themfelves  vi- 
gofoufly  to  the  fupprcflion  of  riots  and  tumults,  which 
tnight  probably  terminate  in  anarchy,  and  the  deftrudion  of 
all  government,  unlefs  feafonably  prevented.  It  is  difficult 
to  find  the  caufc  of  the  commotions  in  Utrecht)  they 
-would  fcem.  to  be  a  confequence  of  the  original  difpufcc 
between  Artmnius  and  Gcrmarus  j  but  then  the  parties,  in 
V  the  heat  and  ztal  of  controverfy,  had  changed  opiriiens ; 
and  Maurice  wf  s  infulted  ty  the  very  populace  by  whom  be 
was  adored  *.  / 

A.  D.  When  the  provincial  ftates  of  t/Zr^cv!;/ returned,  they  re- 
.  1612.  ported  the  cenfures  paflcd  ^n  their  conduct  by  the  ftatc3 
fommpti^  'general ;  which  fo  enraged  tlic  populace,  tbat,  flying  to 
ons  at  U-  arms,  they  committed,*  thoufand  diforders,  rioted  about, 
F^?^*^:  apd  rai fed  fucb  tumults  as  the  new  magiftrates  could  not 
appeafe.  Upon  this  the  burghers  were  ordered  to  fend  four 
deputies  to  attend  the  ftates  at  the  Hague^  with  the  fuh- 
miliion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Utrecht,  It  was  added,  that  if 
th.ey  preferred  the  ftates  ftiould  fit  rather  at  Utrecht  than  the 
Hogue^  their  inclination  fllould  be  gratified,  provided  the 
garrifon  was  reinforced  with  four  more  companies  of  fol- 
diers,  to  fupprefs  diforders,  and  protedt  the  aflembly  againft 
Jnfults.  All  thefe  admonitions  and  conceffions  produced  no 
jcffeS.  The  Uirechters  remained  obftinate,  and  the  ftates 
talked  of  layirig  fieg«  to  the  city.  Previous,  however,  fo 
violent  mcafures,  they  j^ubliflied  a  circular  letter,  addreffed 
to  all  the  provincial  ftates  of  ^he  union,  Acquainting  them 
pf  the  trahfa6lions  at  Utracht^  and  requiring  their  advice 
and  aftiftance.  Meantime  a  body  of  forces  had  orders  to 
iSle  off  towards  Utrecht,  At  firft  the  magiftrates  laughed 
at  the  motion  of  the  army  3  they  imagined  the  ftates  would 
pever  pufli  matters  to  extremities ;  but  they  nofooner  be- 
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•held  tKe  c!ty  almoft  cooiplctely  inveftcdj  than  they  chaiigcd 
their  tone,  and  befought  the  magiftrates  of  i/;K^*r^fc/B  toin- 
terpofe  as  mediators.  In  confequence,  a,  kind  of  reconci- 
liation was  efFedt^d,  and  the  Utrechters  were  punifhed,  by 
depofing  the  new  magiftrates,  and  rcftoring  thofe  who  had 
been  Expelled  by  the  people.  Thus  ended,  without  efFu- 
fion  of  blood,  a  tumult  which  might  have  endangered  the 
fafety  of  the  commonwe^»*b,  had  not  the  government  a£ted 
with  great  fpirit  and  refolution. 

With  refpeft  to  the»clergy,  their  difputes  became  purely  Thereligi^ 
political.  It  was  debated,  How  fai;  theibvercign  authority  ous  dif- 
might  interpofe  in  ecclefiaftical  affairs  ?  Whether  the  clergy  putes  ntn» 
might  not,  in  confcience,  be  under  the  neceffity  of  preach-  become fo'* 
•ing  dp£trines' contrary  to  the  legiflative  power  ?  Whether  ^'^'''^« 
the  fovereign  authority  has  power  to  affemble  the  clergy, 
and  to  chufe  the  members  of  the  afiembly  ?  Whether  the 
ecclefiaftical  fynods  are  fubjedl  to  the  fovereign  power  ? 
and,  admitting  they  arc.  Whether  by  that  means  the  fove- 
reign is  not  made  arbitrary  over  the  confciences  of  the  fub- 
jedt?  The  parties  came  to  be  diftinguifced  by  the  appel- 
lations of  Remonftrants,  and  Contra-Remonftrants.  Libels, 
pafquinades,  and  violent  invedives,  mutually  enflamed  their 
iplrts.  At  t//r^f A/ factions  were  renewed;  and  it  was  vi- 
fible  the  people  only  watched  an  opportunity  to  fubvert  the 
government,  and  4-eftore  their  own  favourites  to  the  ma- 
giftracy.  This  induced  the  ftates  general  to  inveft  the 
council  of  ftate  with  authority  to  exad  a  frefli  oath  of  fide- 
lity from  the  magiftrates,  burghers,  and  .other  inhabitants. 
The  populace  were  now  exafperated ,  to  the  higheft  pitch. 
They  knew  themfelves  guilty  of  fedition;  by  the  oath  re- 
quired they  became  guilty  of  perjury.  They  formed 
the  projeft  of  gaining  polfeffion  of  the  garrifon,  com- 
manded by  the  chevalier  Ogh^  appointed  to  that  truft  by 
priyce  Ernejl  of  Nqffau,  Canter  and  Helfdingeriy  the  perfons 
raifed  to  the  magiftracy  in  the  late  tumults,  entered  into 
the  confpirkcy  ;  and  all  bound  themfelves  by  an  oath  to  fe- 
crecy,  and  fidelity  to  their  engagements,  ^y  feme  means, 
•nowever,  their  8efign  tranfpired  ;  fome  of  the  confpirators 
were  fei^ed,  put  to  the  torture,  and  an  ample  difcovery 
obtained.  The  two  chiefs  werebanilhed  for  life,  and  for- 
bid, at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  ever  feUing  foot  in  the 
United  Provinces.  Several  of  the  confpirators  were  con- 
demned to  4eath  jj  but  afterwards  reprieved,  and  par- 
doned. 

As  the  controverfy  could  never  be  decided  by  arguments, 
^H^here  each  party  built  upon-  the  authority  «f  the  facred 
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writings,  the  contra^remcmftrants  folicited'  the  ftatcs  ge- 
neral for  a  national  fynodjo  fit  under  the  diredion  of  the 
ftates  ;  they  granted  the  requeft,  as  the  moft  probable  me- 
thod of  ternninating  difputes  ;  but  were  oppofed  by  the  pro- 
vincial ftatcs  of  HoUand  and  Utrecht,  Thus,  not  only  the 
eccleflaftical,  but  the  civil  government  was  divided.  Bamt- 
veldt  faw  the  ruin  that  impended,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
divert- it,  by  propofing  certain  ccclefiaftical  laws  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  ftatcs.  This  fcheme  was  proje£ied  fevcral 
years  before,  but  never  carried  into  execution.  It  was  now 
approved  by  a  variety  of  members  of  the  ftatds  of  Holland^ 
but  rcje£kcd  by  others,  until  the  religious  controverfy 
(bould  be  firft  decided.  Whatever  was  done  before  thi« 
event,  would,  it  was  urged,  be  premature,  and  the  laws 
would  have  the  approbation  only  of  one  party.  BameveUty 
however,  meant  to  filence  all  difputation  by  the  force  d 
laws  ;  but  this  was  contrary  to  the  intereft  and  views  of  the 
Orange  faflion,  who  made  a  handle  of  the  propofal,  to  the 
prdudice  of  that  great  ftatefman  and  patriot.  He  was  ac- 
cuicd  of  dangerous  dcfigns  upon  religion  j  notwithftandine 
which  he  caMed  his  point  in  the  province  of  Utrecht,  zm 
was  in  a  fair  way  of  fubduing  the  rage  of  faction  **.  At 
Rstterdem  matters  went  other  wife.  One  Gifelius^  a  violent 
^  "contra^remonftrant,  ftirred  up  the  people  by  his  feditious 
harangues.  He  preached  that  it  was  unlawful  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  remonftrants  ;  he  was  admoniibed  to  mode- 
ration by  the  magiftrates,  but  in  vain.  He  was  exhorted  to 
hold  a  conference  with  his  opponents,  and  to  compromife 
their  differences  amicably,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  he  reftifed  to 
appear,  and  continued  his  inflammatory  harangues  from 
the  pulpit.  The  magiftrates  publiftied  a  proclamation,' de- 
claring, that  neither  they  ncr  the  remonftrants  were  the 
authors  of  thofe  fa6^ions  which  difturbed  the  public  tran- 
quillity, and  forbidding  the  people  to  credit  the  calunuiies 
publi£hed  againft  the -clergy.  At  laft  it  became  neceflary  to 
iufpend  Gifelius.  He  was  accordingly  forbid  to  preach  with- 
in the  jurifdiftion  of  Rotterdam.  This  was  called  pcrfecu*- 
tion,  the  notion  of  which  is  attended  with  the  worft  confe^ 
quences  in  a  free  government.  His  partizans  caballed  in 
private,  became  dangerous,  and  obliged  the  magiftrates  to 
order  GtfiFms  immediately  to  quit  the  citv.  He  refufed  to 
obey,  but  was  compelled,  and  ignominiouily  led  through 
the  public  ftrects  by  a  bailiff.  The  Orange  party  made  an 
excellent  handle  of  this  ciicumftance.     They  exclaimed, 
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that  liberty  was  at  an  end  ;  that  the  magiftrates  ufurped  a 
power  altogether  unconftitutional  $  and  aflerted,   that  the 
remonftrants  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  jefuits,  and  con*- 
fpiring  again  to  fubjugate  their  country  to  the  Spani/b  tyranny. 
However  abfurd  the  accufation  might  appear  to  all  judicious 
perfons,  it  was  fo  artfully  propagated  as  to  gain  credit.  Mau- 
riefy  2L  French  writer  of  credit,  then  refident  in  Hollandj  re- 
lates, that  fo  convinced  was  the  princefs  .dowager  of  Orange  Ambitious 
of  the  ambitious  defigns  entertained  by  prw^c  Atauricey  that  ^ejigfu  of 
file  fcrioufly  rcmonftratcd  with  him  upon  the  fubje(9:.     He  prince 
even  alledgcs,  that  the  prince  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  her  to  Maurice, 
gain  Barneveldt  to  his  purpofes,  affured  that  the  confcnt  of  ^^^'^ 
this  honeft  patriot  would  eafily  pave  the  way  to  fovereigoty.  f^*'^  ^ 
He  further  relates,  that  the  princefs  ciofeted  Barneveldt^  ^*j™j*" 
ufed  all  her  influence  with  him,  and  received  for  anfwer, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  confonant  to  his  wiflies  than 
the  glory  and  elevation  of  the  houfe  of  Orange^  could  this 
be  obtained  confiftently  with  the  liberty  of  his  country. 
Barneveldt  then  expatiated  upon  the  hazard  of  the  project, 
which  muft  neceflarily  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  fimily, 
and  poffibly  of  the  commonwealth.     In  a  word,  he  fpoke 
with  fo  much  ftrength,  energy,  and  pathos,  that  he  en- 
tirely overcame  the  princefs,  converted  her  to  his  own  opi* 
nion,  made  her  a  rigid  ftickler  for  liberty,  and  pcrfuaded 
her  to  exert  all  her  influence  to  induce  Maurice  to  lay  afidc 
his  purpofe,  and  heal  up  thofe  divifions  in  church  and  flate, 
which  could  never  produce  any  other  effe^  than  the  deftruc- 
tionof  all  parties*. 

MAURICEy  notwithftandinfft  aflfeacd  to  abftrafl 
himfelf  entirely. from  the  ecclefiaftical  difputes.  When 
Barneveldt  told  him,  that  facSioQ  ran  fo  high  that  the  fta^es 
of  Holland  muft  have  recourfe  to  him  to  aflift  their  autbo* 
rity,  he  pretended  aftonifliment,  and  declared  his  averfion  to 
meddle  in  thefe  matters.  However,  Barneveldt  had  too 
much  difcernment  not  to  fathom  his  private  fentiments ; 
which  the  prince  indeed  inadvertently  hinted  i^  the  conver- 
fation  about  the  remonftrants.  The  penfioner  propofed, 
that  the  ftates  general  ihould  be  moved  to  grant  a  general 
toleration,  with  refpe^l  to  the  difputed  points  ;  and  that  the 
clergy  of  each  fide,  who  were  fufpendcd,  fhould  be  rcftored 
to  their  fundions.  To  this  propoiitioii  the  prince,  in  ap-  ^ 
pearance,  confented ;  and  it  was  accordingly  decreed  by  the 
ftates,  affembled  at  the  Hague ^  in  the  year  1616,  that  every 
violation  of  fuch  general  toleration  as  contributed  to  the 

^  Contin.de  Re.idan.  lib.  xxvi.    Brandt.  lib.  zxvi. 
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public,  tranquillity,  flloulcf  ^c  punFfhcd  in  the  moft  effec- 
tual manner  by  the  civil  and  ecclefiaffical  powers.  It 
was  further  decreed,  that  if  any  freffi  dilutes  fliould 
arife  upon  pomts  hftberto  uncontroverted,  they  fliould  be 
decided  by  a  majority  in  the  provincial  or  national  fynods. 
-Thefe  refolutions  were,  however,  oppofed  by  the  deputies 
of  the  cities  j  viz.  koiterdamy  the  BrilUy  the  Hagucy  Benthiv/- 
Jtn^  and  a  variety  of  tovvns,  where  the  people  declared,  th^y 
coald  not,  with  a  fafe  confcience,  hear  doctrines  openly 
preached,  which  muft  give  offence  to  every  fincere  chriftian. 
It  was  not  confidercd,  that  ^ewi^  Armenians^  and  JMohamme* 
Jkim^  were  perniitted  the  {r^t,  exercifc  of  their  feveral  religions 
'•  '  ^  in i/^/A7«^i.  St1]l» however,  the  ftates  purftied their firft  refolu- 
,ti6n,  though  they  relaxed- aMittle  in  favour  of  the  deputies, 
on  condition 'they  would  not  fufFer  perfons  within  their  ju* 
rifdidiix^n,  who  embraced  the  toleration,  to  be  opprefled. 
In  the  cmi,  the  deputies  were  difmifled,  with  an  exhortation 
to  examine  the  affair  coolly  and  deliberately,  and  to  affift 
,with  all  their  influence  in  reftoring  the  public  tranquillity, 
which:  could  be  no  great  difficulty,  cbnfidering  that  both 
parties  .were  g^  the  fame  religion,  had  the  fame  form  of 
worihip,  the  fame  public  ceremonies,  the  fame  manner  of 
cxpofing  vice  -and  cherifhing  virtue,  and  difFered  only  in  a 
few  points  of  httlc  confequence  to  falvation,  or  indeed  to 
fociety*  ^ 

The  excellent  defign  of  the"  ftates  was,  however,  confi- 
derably  obflruilcd  bj^^'ihe  pride  and  conceit  of  the  theologi- 
^  ans,  who  would  not  admit  that  any  part  of  their  {^^^^^ 
yn.^  capaWe  'of  aniendment ;  and  by  the  fecret  endeavour? 
of-  the  OrctngM  fa^aion  to    leflen  the  influence,   ajid   blaft 
the  ichafat^er  of  Bamemldty  as  well  as  to  diminifh  the  au- 
thority ;of  the  provincial  flates  of  Holland,     This  purpofe 
coald  n^t  be  accomplifbed  but  under  the  mafk  of  liberty 
and  relig^DH)  which  ever  work  powerfully  on  the  minds  of 
.  the  vulgar,,  who  Jeaft  underftand  them  or  enjoy  their  bcne- 
Biirne-       fit.     The  nobles  and  magiftrates  of  HoUand  were  attacked 
vcldt/ro-  jb- public  writings  ;  and  Barneveldt^  in  particular,  after  forty 
f^f"^^'      years  faithful  fcrvice,  was  libelled  as  a  traitor  to  his  country. 
/raining    jjg  j^^  frequently  reprefented   this  abufe  of  liberty  to  the 
the  iiberfy  fl^^^gg  ^  ij^  ^jj^  point  Was  delicate  :  laying  any  reflraint  on 
"{^^f^        the  prefs  would  enflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  afford 
the  faireft  opportunity  of  declaiming  againft  the  govern- 
ment, to  the  fomenters  of  fedition.     Barneveldt  now  gave 
in  a  draught  of  his  plan  for  fuppreflSng  libels  and  inflam- 
matory publications;  but  it  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the 
magiftrates  of  Amjindam^   notwithftanding  their  cpnduft 
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v^as  the  fubjefl  of  the  kccneft  fatires  and  pafquina^es  which 
had  yet  appeared.  They  gave  no  reafon  lor  their  oppofi- 
tion,  only  that  they  did  not  approve  of  renewing  laws 
which  had' been  repealed  after  nr.ature  deliberation.  Never- 
thclefs,  in  the  follovi^ing  year,  Barn^oeldt  fo  far  prevailed, 
that  the  ordonnance  was  pubhfhed,  though  it  was  never 
put  !n  force,' or  received  by  a  variety  of  other  towns  ^. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  parties,  that  the  remonflrants  were 
obliged  to  meet  privately  in  fome  towns,  and  the  contra-    "• 
'  remonftrants  in  others.     Wherever  the  fa^ion  happened  to 
be  moft  powerful,  they  feized  on  thechurches,  ande;<c!udcd 
their   opponents.      At   Amfterdam   the  remonftrants   were 
wcakeft;   but  hearing  that  the  dates  had  in  other  citiej 
granted  the  ufe  of  churches  to  the  contra-remonftrants,  up- 
on their 'peticicnKng,  they  wrote  to  Leydcn  for  a  minifter  of 
their  fedtto  preach  the  gofpel  in  Amjierdam,     One  Remhert  The p^ifw 
B'tfchop  was  fent;  and,  on  his  arrival,  the  reformifts  met  lace  rife 
in  a  private  houfe,  to  hear  divine  fervice,  and  perform  their  againft 
devotions.     Finding  the  place  too  fmall  for  their  numbers,  '^'  remcn* 
they,  hired  a  large  warehoufe  belonging  to  a  merchant  \  fi^^^^* 
their  opponents  complained  to  the  magiltrates  of  their  ille- 
gal aflemblies ;  but  obtaining  no  redrefs,  they  aflembled  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  during  public  worfhip,  broke  the  win- 
jdows,  forced  the  doors,  abufed  the  minifter,  and  threaten- 
ed the  lives  of  the  audience.     The  remonftrants  now,  in 
their  turn,   complained  to  the  magiftrates,  and  demanded 
juftice  and  proieftion  \  but  they  were  anfwered,   that  the 
bcft  method  to  fecure  themfelvcs  would   be  to  avoid  fuch 
meetings  as  incurred  the  rcfcntment  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
What  encouraged  the  populace  in  their  tumults,  and  made       . 
the  magiftrates  remifs  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  was,  KV^^'* 
that  prince  iWi?tt?7Vr  had,  about  this  trnie,  declared  in  favour    ,  ^""^ 
of  the  contra-remonftrantp,  and  defireJ  that  a  clergyman  ^^  Ifnfelf 
their  principles  might  be  fent  to  preach  in  the  French  chap-  b^a^'ofa 
pel  at  the  Hague.     The  remoniirants  were  now .  afraid  to*^^^^;    . 
allemble  5  they  petitioned  the  magiftrates  for  the  fame  pro- 
tcdion  granted  to  other  feels  ;  they  pleaded  the  toleration- 
edid,  but  obtained  no  fatisfa«Sory  anfwer,  though  the  ma- 
giftrates   were  too  cautious  abfoluteJy  to  deny   their  peti- 
tion.    At    laft    they    had   recourfe  to   the   ftates  ;  bnt  the 
apprehenfion  of  involving  thcmfelves   in  difputes  with  the 
magiftrates,  obliged  the  ftates  to  fliift  off"  the  matter,  jjy 
recommending  the  petitioners  to  the  burgomafters  oi  jim* 
fttrdam. 
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Not  only  the  open  declaration  of  prince  .^£mr/^^,  but 
the  condud'  of  Dudley  Car  let  on^  the  Britijh  ambafiador,  en- 
couraged  the  contra-remonftrants  to  proceed  in  a  higher 
ftiain.     They  now  threw  ofF  all  refpcA  for  the  ftates  of 
Holland^  and  Barneveldt  was  grofsly  infulted  in  the  aflemblvi 
by  a  perfon  greatly  his  inferior  in  birth,  capacity,  influence, 
and  Integrity.     Every  thing  contributed  to  the  public  con- 
fufion,  and  all  moderate  perfons  dreaded  that  anarchy  and 
Henfufes  ^^  diflbiution  of  the  government  muft  enfue.     The  ftates 
to  a£ifi      were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  imploring  the  prince's  pro- 
tbeftatis    tedion,  which  he  artfully  with-held,  under  various  pretexts, 
of  Hoi*     He  even  iffued  feveral,  orders  to  prevent  the  troops  from  af- 
land*         fifting  the  magiftrates  in  quelling  tumults  and  fuppreiSng  fe- 
ditions.    This  induced  Barneveldt  to  labour  diligently  in 
keeping  the  ftates  aflfemblcd,  as  the  only  means  of  preferv-* 
ing  the  conftitution.     At  laft  the  magiftrates  of  the  fc- 
veral  towns,  feeing  they  could  expe(St  no  affiftance  from  the 
military  power  to  enforce  the  laws,  refolved  to  augment  the 
garrifons  and  guards  of  their  own  authority,  agreeable  to 
the  original  laws  of  the  country,  as  Grotius  demonftrates  ^. 
They  communicated  their  intention  to  the  prince  ;  he  was 
difpleafed,  alledging  it  was  an  encroachment  upon  the  pre* 
rogative  of  the  governor  of  the  province.     Upon  this  pre- 
tence he  quitted  the  Hague  in  the  night,  and  fet  out  for  the 
Seizes  en    Brille,  where  he  introduced  two  companies  of  foldiers  in 
Brill*,  &c.  dcfpite  of  all  the  remonftrances  of  the  magiftrates.     He  had 
not  acquainted  the  council  of  ftate  with  his  rcfolution, 
whSch  gave  great  offence  to  'that  aflembly,  as  it  was  an 
eftabliflied  cuftom  with  the  governors  to  take  their  leave  in 
form,     Maurice^  howevel*,  difregarded  their  fentiments ;  he 
had  now  thrown  off  the  mafque,  and  refolution  was  necef- 
fary  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the  ftates,  by  changing  the  ma- 
giftrates in  the  cities. 
Advice  of  the  tranfa<Slion  at  Br'tlle  foon  arrived  at  Lej' 
'    den^  and  the  magiftrates,  apprehending  they  might  be  fa-, 
voured  with  a  fimilar  vifit,  affembled  the  chief  burghers, 
and  formed  the  refolution,  that,  in  cafe  the  prince  mould 
approach  the  city,  a  deputation  fhould  meet  him,  to  requcft 
he  would  offer  no  violence  to  their  privileges,  by  forcing 
armed  troops  into  the  city.     The  fatne  refolution  was  taken 
by  the  magiftrates  of  Haerlem^  TorgaUy   and  TFoerde\  but 
Maurice  had    by  this  time  gained   poflefiion  of  Delft  afld 
Scheidam,     Thence  he  lent  circular  letters  to  the  cities  of 
the  province  of  Holland^  juftifying  his  condu6l>  buttbey 
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were  (b  ill  received  bj  the  niagiftrates  in  general,  that  he 
waS,  more  than  ever,  convinced  he  could  never  effeS  his 
purpofes  while  BameveldCs  intereft  was  fo  considerable  j  nor 
could  this  be  diminifhed  but  by  obtaining  a  majority  in  the 
fiates,  by  placing  his  own  creatures  in  the  public  offices  of 
the  cities.  However,  before  he  made  an  attempt  on  the 
cities  of  the  province  of  Holland^  he  made  trial  of  his  autho* 
rky  zt  NiTneguiny  where,  during  the  war,  he  retained  the 
power  of  changing  the  magiftrates  at  pleafure.  Here  he 
depofcd  jthree  of  the  chief  magiftrates,  who  efpoufed  Barne-- 
Viidty  and  favoured  the  remonftrants.  The  difgraced  ma-» 
giftrates  threw  themfelvcs  under  the.  protedion  of  the  ftates 
Off  Holland^  and  implored  their  afliftance.  Their  requeft 
was  granted,  and  the  ftates  immediately  wrote  to  the  ftates 
of  Gtuideritmd  I  but  the  city  of  Amfterdami  ?LnA  fome  other 
places,  interpofed,  and  refufed  to  fuffer  the  letter  to  pafs  in 
the  name  6f  the  ftates  of  Holland^  becaufe  their  deputies  had 
oppofed  the  contents  ^. 

After  this  tranfaftion  Maurice  went  to  the  ftates  of  He  i^as 
Guelderkmdy  informed  them  of  what  he  had  done  at  Nime^g^^'^^  '»- 
|»«f,  and  received  their  thanks  and  applaufe.     Here  his  in-j^^''" '• 
flucnce  carried  every  thing  \  he  exhorted  the  ftates  to  affift  p««*der-. 
him  in  fupporting  the  authority  of  the  ftates  general  againft  ^ 
the  encroachments  of  the  provincial  ftates,  and  curbing  the 
infolence  of  the  city-magiftrates,  who  had  the  prefumption 
to  raife  troops,  and  afl  in  a  military  capacity,  in  defiance  of 
the  laws,  and  to  the  deftru£iion  of  ail  liberty.    Accordingly, 
the  ftates  of  Guelderland  charged  their  deputies  to  the  ftates 
general,  to  reprefent  the  prince's  refolution  to  fupport  their 
authority  ;    but  it  appears  that  neither  Mauricey   nor  the 
ftates,  entertained  a  juft  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment, or  underftood  the  laws  of  their  country.  1  he 
power  aflumed,     in    quality    of  governor,    was    by   no 
ttieaps  confiftent  with  the  liberty  of  the  cities,  which,  for 
time  immemorial,  had  enjoyed  the  right  of  nominating  their 
own  magiftrates,  and  levying  guards   for   their  defence; 
the  deprivation  of  thefe  privileges  could  not  therefore  but  ' 

excite  a  ferment,  and  raife  fufpicions  in  the  breaft  of  every 
friend  of  liberty  and  his  country.  As  to  Barneveldt^  he  was 
fo  much  affe£^ed  with  the  public  diflurbances,  fo  anxious 
and  folicitous  about  the  fate  of  the  republic,  and  fo  dili- 
gent in  oppofing  the  ambitious  purpofes  of  prince  Mau^ 
''^^^  that  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  had  a?!moft 
deprived  Holland  of  her  moft  faithful  and  able  miniftcr. 

^  BiAKDT,  ibid.      Contin.  de  Rexdan.  lib.  xxvi. 
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On  his  return  to  the  ftates,  perceiving  he  could  not  flem 
the  torrent,  and  that  the  prince  would  one  day  reck  his 
"whole  vengeance  upon  his  head,  he  defired  leave  to  refign 
the  office  of  penfionery,  and  retire  into  private  life,  where  he 
might  at  leaft  freely  deplore  the  unhappy  fate  of  a  coun" 
try,  that,  after  fbiling  the  whole  power  of  the  Spanijb  mo- 
narchy to  enflave  her,  was  now  on  the  eve  of  falling  a  prey 
to  civil  faction,  and  the  ambition  of  her  own  children. 

The  great  point  now  in  debate  was,  whether  a  national 
fynod  ihould  be  held  ?  Maurice  attended  the  ftates  ztOvi- 
ryjfely  and  there  ftrongly  recommended  a  meafure  whtcb 
alone,  he  faid,  could  terminate  the  difputes  of  the  clergy  '* 
bis  fpeech,  however,  was  regarded  as  a  fnare  ;  be  now  ap- 
peared in  a  military  capacity,  in  which  it  is  allowable  ta 
ruin  your  enemy  either  by  fti'atagem  or  open  force.  Of 
this  the  deputies  of  Haerlem  fpoke  freely,  at  the  next  alTem- 
bly  of  the  ftates  of  Holland,  They  were  the  firft'  who  ven- 
tured to  declare  their  fufpicions,  and  their  refolution  to 
fupport  the  flates  againft  all  enemies.  To  this  tSt&  tbey 
delivered  a  memorial  to  the  ftates  of  Holland^  to  which 
their  deputies  demanded  an  immediate  anfwer.  The  only 
point  about  which  any  difficulty  occurred,  was,  the  ac^juft- 
ing  the  contingents  for  fupporting  the  expence  of  the  go- 
A.  p.  vernment  for  the  current  year.  Haarlem  demanded  that  all 
16x4.  the  cities  in  arrear  fhouid  make  up  their  accounts  before 
demands  were  made  on  thofe  who  had  already  advanced 
their  proportions.  At  length  thofc  new  difputes  were 
wholly  terminated  by  the  priidcnce,  the  equity,  and  ability 
of  Barneveldt.  Something  was  likewife  due  to  the  fpirit 
and  good  fenfe  of  Maurier^  the  French  ambaflador,  who,  by 
order  of  the  king,  demanded  an  audience.  Among  a  va- 
riety of  other  topics,  Maur'ter  told  the  ftates,  that,  in  hi* 
opinion,  there  remained  only  three  methods  of  re-eftabliib- 
ing  the  public  tranquillity  of  the  provinces  \  either  open 
force,  a  general  decifion  of  their  ditferences,'  or  a  compro- 
mife,in  which  both  fides  muft  relax.  As  to  the  firft,  no 
man,  he  urged,  of  underftanding  and  honefty  would  recom- 
mend it ;  the  fecond  was  attended  with  a  thoufand  difficul- 
ties, which  muft  arife  in  courfe  of  debate,  where  both  fides 
were  too  much  heated  and  enflamed  to  reafon  difpaffionately; 
the  laft,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  only  probable  meafure :  a 
general  toleration,  until  fome  better  expedient  could  be 
found,  would  in  the  mean  time  difarm  faftion,  and  fruftrate 
the  fehemes  of  thofe  men  whofe  ambition  would  be  gra-* , 
tificd  at  the  price,  of  public  felicity  and  liberty. 

.     •        ^  '.  •        .  .  .  THOUCii 
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;  *rHO*  the  difputes  in  the  ftates  of  Holland  yielded  to  tti« 
I'emedies  applied  by  Barneveldt  and  Maurier^  it  was  other  wife 
with  the  provinces  in  general.  Maurice  remained  firm  in  his 
fentimencs',  was  too   powerful  to  be  openly  charged,  and 
too  artful  to  difclofe  his  purpofes.    He  fecured  the  EngUJh 
minifter  in  hjs  intereft,  and,  with  all  the  contra-remonftrants, 
demanded  a  national   fynod,    as    the  only   efFeSual    ap- 
plication to,  a  difeafe  which  muft  foon  deftroy  the  Coilftitu- 
tion.     Upon  Barnevellt's  o|>pofing  this  meafure,  libels,  mord 
1>itter  th^ii  any  of  the  former,  were  every  day  publifhed  i 
and    that  great  man  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
juftificatioi>of  a  condud  which  merited  the  higheft  applaufe 
and  deepeft  gratitude  from  his  country.     He  publiQied  a  re- 
monftrance^  in  which  he  recited  the  particulars  of  his  birth^ 
fer vices,  and  education ;  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  diforders, 
»ad  the  only  means  which  appeared  to  him  adequate  to  the 
xemoval  of  that  malignity  which  affcfied  the  whole  mafs  of 
huiQours.     Corrofive  applications^  he  faid,  were  unadvife-^ 
able  ;  they  irritated  and  enflamed  the  habit,  without  an^ 
fwering  any  of  the  indications,  or  touching  the  feat  of  the' 
difeafe  :  fuch  were  the  infamous  libels,  propagated  to  blight 
the  faireft  charafters,  and  ruin  thofc  perfons  in  the  opiniort 
of  the  people,  who  alone  were  capable  of  faving  the  com- 
ix?on wealth.   He  defired  it  might  be  confidered,  that  the  ex- 
ccflive  malice  and  rancour  contained  in  thofe  writings  could 
.not  be  -altogether  levelled  againft  him  j  they  muft  have  a    A.  Er^ 
deeper  defignj-  that  of  deftroying  the  other  faithful  fcrvants     16154 
x)f  the  public,   overthrowing  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  cities  in  particular,  of  the  country  in  general,  and  afi- 
nihilating  the  very  (hadow  of  liberty,  and  a  republican  go- 
vernment.    The  virulence,  the  calumny,  and  bare-faced 
falfliood  of  the  writers,  evidently  demonftrated  by  What  re- 
ligion they  were  animated.     They  did  not  even  endeavour 
to  conceal  their  fentiments,  refpcfting  the  eftabliftiment, 
.and  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  the  violation  offered  to  the 
liberties  of  certain  cities,  under  pretence  there  was  a  ne- 
ceffity  to  ufe  compulfion  in  chufing  the  magfftrates.     Wer« 
their  profeffions  01  zeal  for  religion,  and  their  country,  fiii- 
A^ere,  they  might  have  purfued  methods  more  honourable^ 
and  confiftent  with  the  true  fpirit  of  devotion  and  patriotifm  $ 
,But  ,it  was  mudi  eafier  to  propagate  calumnies,  than  tor 
prove  fads  j  bold  affcrtions  were  fufficient  evidence  to  thd 
^^gar  ;  and,  provided  their  paffions  were  influenced^  it  waaT 
iiot  neceflary  to  convince  their  judgment.     He  concluded 
With  again  recommending  chriftian  toleration  to  alf*who  re- 
gained attached  to  the  reformed  religion,  and  difputcd  only" 
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about  fpeculative  points  uneflential  to  religion.  He  laid 
before  the  dates,  an.  account  of  the  public  expence,  be- 
fought  them  to  contribute  unanimoufly  to  the  fupplies 
\i^antecl  for  the  enfuing  year ;  and  then  addrei&ng  himfelf 
to  the  deputies  of  certain  provinces  in  arrear  for  their  con- 
tingents, exhorted  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  with 
their  conftituents,  to  remove  every  obftruftion  to  the  peace, 
and  reftore  the  unanimity  and  felicity  of  the  common- 
A.  D.    wealth  *. 

1616.  An  air  of  fimpHcity  and  candour,  of  good  fenfe  and  pub- 

1617.  lie  zeal,  of  deep  penetration,  profound  judgment,  and  cx- 
tenfive- knowledge,  powerfully  recommended  this  perform- 
ance to  every  fincere  patriot :  it  was  however  attacked  with 
all  poiEble  marks  of  inveterate  rancour,  the  author  was 
loaded  with  abufe  and  obloquy,  and  even  the  ftates  at- 
tacked with  a  degree  of  malignancy,  which  could  not  paft 
unnoticed.  Accordingly  jtfaey  offered  a  reward  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  author,  or  printer  of  the  libel,  and  took 
Barneveldt  under  their  immediate  proteftion.  They  were 
jfupported  by  the  towns  of  Harlem^  Leyden^  Rotterdam^  the 
BrilUy  Scboonhoven^  &c.  By  thefe  inflrudtions  were  given 
to  Aeir  deputies,  to  reprefent  at  the  next  aflembly  of  th6 
ftates,  the  neceflity  of  taking  meafures  for  prcferving  the 
freedom  of  eleftors,  .  and  the  liberties  of  the  cities,  pro- 
miling  to  indemnify  the  deputies,  and  fupport  them  with 
all  their  ftrength  and  influence.  In  confequence  the  flates 
remonflrated  with  prince  Maurice,  on  the  prefent  fituatiort 
of  affairs ;  they  reprefented,  that  certain  perfons,  mean* 
Ing  himfelf  and  the  Orange  fadion,  had,  contrary  to  juf- 
tice,  and  the  mutual  obligations  into  v/hich  they  had  en- 
tered, violated  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  province  of 
Holland'y  that  his  highnefs  was  perfeftly  well  acquainted 
with  the  duties  of  a  fladtholder,  which  chiefly  confifted  in 
maintaining  the  fovereignty  of  the  province,  and  protefting 
the  general  liberties  of  the  cities  and  inhabitants  ;  that  the 
ftates  were  bound,  in  confequence  of  their  oath,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  government,  and  of  their  refpeft  for  the  houfc 
of  Orange^  to  fupport  the  magiftrates  and  people^  in  the 
due  exertion  of  their  authority,  againft  all  oppreffiod. 
They  exhorted  him  therefore  to  affift  their  laudable  en- 
deavours 5  to  ufe  his  influence  With  the*  other  province^) 
to  prote6t  and  aid  the  authority  of  the  ftates  in  ecclefi- 

.    aftical  matters  ;  to  join  with  them  in  the  moft  efficaciods 
methods  of  terminating  thofe  obftacles,  which  occafioned 
fo  much  grief  to  every  fincere  patriot ;  to  protca  in  par- 
^«  Grot.  ApoL  cap.  xx.  , 
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licular  the  province  of  Holland^  againft  the  encroacHmehts 
.  of  the  other  provinces,   excited  by   the  machinations  of 
terrain  turbulent  divines  ;  to  defift  from  demanding  a  na«« 
tional  fynod,  fo  contrary   to  the  cxprefs  meaning  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  to  prevent  the  courts  of  jtiftice  from  re- 
ceiving orders  and  direftions,  contrary  to  the  refolutions 
of  the  ftates ;  to  oblige  them  to  confine  themfclves  withia 
the  limits  of  their  inftruftions,    without  encroaching  on 
tht  privileges  of  the  ftates  or  cities ;  not  to  oppofe  the 
antient  right  of  the  cities,  to  provide  for  their  own  fecu- 
rity   by  levying  guards   and    garrifons,    when  the  forces 
of  the  ftate  were  infufficient ;  to  oblige  the  officers  of  the 
army  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  ftates,  the  council  of  war, 
ayd  the  magiftrates  of  thofe  towns  where  they  fliguld  hap- 
pen to  be  quartered.      They  likewife  rfequefted   that   hiaf 
highnefs   would  nbt  attempt  to  garrifon  towns,  or  inter- 
fere in  the  eleSions  of  magiftrates,  without  the  coitfcnt 
of  the  ftates  and  council  of  war ;  that  he  would  beftow  no     *    * 
military  preferments,  and  neither  augment  nor  drminifli  the 
garrifons,  without  previoufly  acquainting  them ;  and  laftly, 
they  earneftly  intreated,  that  he  would  give  no  ear  to  evil 
counfellors,  who  fought  to   aggrandize  themfelves  at  the 
expence  of  their  country,  and  only  regarded  the  republic 
and  the   Orange  family,  as  the  means  of  their  own  eleva- 
tion J  but  always  rely  on  the  advice  of  the  ftates,    who 
regarded  his  honour  and  intereft,  as  the  honour  and  intereflS 
of  their  country.     This  method  his  father,  the  late  prince 
of  Orange   of  glorious  memory,  always  followed i  and  he 
conftanriy  met  with  the  warmeft  returns  of  gratitude ;  fe- 
cured  the  liberties  of  the  provinces,  and   raifed  them  from 
an  opprefTed,  infulted,  ^efpicable  people,    to   a  powerful,' 
formidable,  and  free  republic.     The  meafures  here  pointell 
out,  were  no  lefs  neceflary,  they  faid,  to   the  good  of  the 
public,  than  for  the  fecurity  of  individuals.     They  could 
not  by  any  means  allow  the    fmalleft  violaftion  of  their 
liberties,  which  they  were  obliged  by  oath  to  defend  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes.     Better  it  was,  they   faid,  to  die 
honourably,  than  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  thofe  bleffings  which 
their  anceftors  and  thenrifelves  puirchafed  at  the  exorbitant 
price  of  their  blood.     In  a  word,  they  afferted,  that  if  they 
Were  properly  affifted  by  the  influence  and  power  of  the 
fladtholder,  they  would  undertake  fpeedily  to  fubdue  all 
controverfies  which  afFefted  the  public  tranquillity,   clofe 
^p  thofe  wounds,  which   by   habit  would  become  incura- 
ble, reftore  order,  difcipline,  and  regularity  to' the*  ftate, 
and  prevail  on  aU  the  provinces  to  contribatc  their  fevcral 
0^2'  proportions^ 
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proportions,  for  the  fupport  of  the  government  and  com- 
mon caufe**. 

History  docs  not  inf6rm  us  what  reply  Maurice  made 
to  this  remonftrance  ;  we  are  only  told  that  he  was  greatly 
fhocked,  hut  not  moved  to  the  purpofes  of  the  ftates,  or 
convinced  by  their  arguments.  On  the  contrary,  he  af- 
fembled  a  great  number  of  divines  of  his  own  faSion,  at 
^^mfierdam^  to  afBft  the  magiftrates  in  drawing  up  reafons, 
to  convii.ce  the  flates  of  the  neceffity  of  a  national  fynod. 
This  with  another  writing  were  prefented,  and  clearly 
refuted  by  Grotius,  who  was  too  clofe,  clear,  and  learned 
for  his  antagonifts.  It  was  at  length  propofed  by  the 
council  of  ftate,  that  three  theologians  from  each  pro- 
vince, ihould  meet  to  adjuft  the  conditions  of  a  mutuM 
toleration  ;  and  that  if  they  could  come  to  no  agreement 
in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  the  proteftant  clergy  of  Germanjf 
•  Frame,  England,  and  Switzerland^  (hould  be  invited  to  their 
affiftance.  The  propofal  was  approved  by  a  majority  of 
voices  in  the  ftates ;  but  J/n/Ierdamy  and  the  deputies  of 
fome  other  cities,  oppofed  the  refolution,  and  ftarted  4 
variety  of  objedions.  They  were  eager  for  a  national 
fynod,  in  which  they  were  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  pro- 
vinces of  Z<?tf/tf«//,  Groningerif  Fnfelandy  ^zOmmelaniy  and 
prii^e  Maurice,  This  diviiion  among  the  cities,  the  powerful 
iaflion  in  favour  of  the  contra-remonftrants,  and  the  terror 
of  Maurice  in  his  militarv  capacity,  entirely  dcftroyed  the 
authority  of  the  ftates  of^  Holland^  and  rendered  them  in- 
capable of  profecuting  their  moderate  defigns.  Still,  how- 
ever, the  council  of  ftate  continued  to  urge  their  propofi- 
tion,  declaring  null  and  void  all  that  had  been  tranfafted 
in  favour  of  a  national  fynod.  The  council  became  now 
more  than  ever  affcfled  to  the  ftates,  from  the  affront 
given  them  by  the  prince's  departure  to  the  £r/&,  without 
.  their  confent  or  knowledge.  The  breach  vvith  the  coun- 
cil of  ftate  confiderably  diminiftied  the  intercft  of  M(i^ 
rice  ;  but  it  did  not  retard  any  of  his  projeds.  Backed  by 
four  provinces,  befides  a  variety  of  cities  and  towns,  he 
,  expelled  to  furmount  all  oppofition,  and  to  efFe£t  fuch  al- 
terations in  the  conftitution,  as  would  infallibly  raife  him 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  provinces.  He  made  no  fcrupk 
;  of ,  declaring  that  augmenting  the  garrifons,  fuppreffing 
tumults  by  a  military  force,  in  a  word,  levying  troops  for 
.  the  proteiSion  of  the  cities,  without  the  authority  of  the 
governor,    were    in   themfelves  aQs  of  xsbellion.     The 
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truth  was,  this  guard  was  an  obftruflion  to  his  defign  of 
changing  the  magiftrates.  The  city  oi  Utrecht  infiftcd  upot^ 
an  exertion  of  this  privilege  handed  down  for  time  immemc- 
rial,  but  to  avoid  a!tercati:)n,  the  magiftrates  firftfent  depu- 
ties to  confer  with  the  prince  and  the  ftates  general.  Bar^ 
neveldt^  in  the  name  of  the  ftates  of  Holland^  had  an  au- 
dience upon  the  fame  fubjeft  i  but  all  his  arguments  coulcl 
not  prevail  with  Maurice^  to  fufFer  the  garrifons  to  be  un- 
der the  direftion  6f  the  magiftrates,  or  to  relinquifli  his 
projeft  for  retrenching  the  privileges  of  the  cities  *. 

oooN .  after  thefe  conferences,  Maurice  repaired  to 
Vtre:hty  attended  by  three  deputies  from  the  ftates  genc- 
xal.  He  was  received  with  great  marks  of  diftin&ion,  . 
and  the  burghers  were  ordered  to  appear  under  arm^. 
The  magiftrates  and  clergy  waited  upon  him  with  com- 
plin^nts';  and  to  the  latter  he  faid,  that  his  intention  was 
to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity,  by  aflembling  a  national 
fynod,  when  all  the  controverted  points  fliould  be  can- 
vafled,  and  their  difpvites  finally  decided.  The  reply  was, 
that  nothing  could  be  expected  from  fuch  an  ecclefiaf- 
tical  court,  where  the  parties  were  to  fit  in  judgment* 
but  altercation,  debate,  and  confufion ;  they  therefore  in- 
treated  him  to  lay  afide  the  projeft,  as  dangerous,  and  at 
all  events  inadequate.  Notwithftanding  this  repulfe  from 
the  clergy,  Maurice  propofed  to  the  provincial  ftates  of 
Utrecht,  the  dift)anding  of  the  new  levied  garrifons,  and 
the  convocation  of  a  general  fynod.  The  propofition 
being  commurticated  to  the  deputies  of  Holland^  they 
waited  on  the  prince,  and  exhorted  him  to  contribute  to 
the  repofe  of  the  provinces,  to  fupport  the  privileges  of  the 
towns^  ao^  to  protect  the  public  tranquillity,  taking  not  * 
the  fmalleft  notice  of  their  fufpicions,  that  he  was  labour- 
ing to  overthrow  the  conftitution,  and  execute  defigns 
very  oppofite  to  their  requeft.  Maurice  was  more  fincere: 
he  plainly  gave  the  deputies  to  underftand,  that  their  ar- 
rival in  Utrecht  was  by  no  means  agreeable.  However 
they  held  conferences  with  the  ftates  ;  after  which  the 
prince  was  told,  that  the  guards  raifed  by  the  magiftrates 
were  perfeftly  conftitutional  \  and  with  rcfpeft  to  religion, 
that  a  national  fynod  could  not  be  convoked  without  detri- 
ment to  the  privileges  of  the  provincial  ftates,  who  were 
fupreme  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  province.  After 
fcveral  fruitlefs  negotiations,  held  upon  the  fuppofition  the 
prince  would  not  venture  upon  any   alterations  without 
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authority,  at  laft  his  defign  was  difcovered,  and  the  ftates 
unable  to  pppofe,  determined  to  connive  at  his  meafures. 
His  authority  was  great  in  the  army,  and  his  influence 
general  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  regarded  him 
as  the  bulwark  of  liberty,  and  the  hero  who  had  rcfcupd 
the  provinces  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spcinlards,  Before 
the  blow  was  ftruck,  the  members  of  the  ftates,  with  Le^ 
demherg  the  fecretary,  quitted  the  city,  and  repaired  with 
all  diligence  to  the  Hagucj  there  to  expc<£l  the  iffue. 
Already  Maurice  had  occupied  the  principal  avenues  lead- 
ing to  UtrechU  which  he  lined  with  foldicrs.  When  he 
had  aflenibled  a  fufficient  force,  he  ordered  the  new  levies 
>aifed  by  the  magiftrates  to  appear,  upon  which  be  re- 
Jeafed  them  from  the  oath  taken,  obliged  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  difbanded  the  whole  garrifon.  Grotiui 
affirms,  he  had  no  authority  for  this  proceeding,  that  the 
power  was  entirely  in  the  provincial  ftates,  apd  that  Maut 
rice  had  confidered  their  filence,  their  inability  to  appcafc 
him,  and  their  abrupt  departure,  into  an  afi'ent  of  his  mea- 
fures. Afterwards  he  went  to  the  town-houfe,  where  he 
7oudly  complained  of  the  injury  done  to  his  honour  by  thofe 
new  levies,  which  deeply  reflefled  on  his  integrity  and 
patriotifm.  This  was  all  the  apology  he  offered  for  the 
grofleft  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince. He  would  pafs  himfelf  for  the  proteSor  of  the 
church  and  ftate  and  indeed  his  condudl  was  fo  fpecipus, 
that  it  gained  the  affeclions  of  the  vulgar^  who  ftrenu- 
pbfly  prelied  him  to  affume  the  fpvereignty. 
Maurice  Next  he  procured  a  itw  of  the  burghers  to  accufe 
cffcrs  <vio'  |;he  prefent  magiftrates  of  abufing  their  office,  .This  was 
lencetothe  fufficient  reafon  for  deppfirtg  them,  and  fubltituting  in 
frt'T^/eges  ^j^^jj.  ^oom,  the  friends  of  Mauric/y  antl  the  contra-re- 
Ir  ht"  xnonftraint?.  Accordingly  the  prince  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion, or  ra.ther  nomination  of  new  magiftrates,  and  tq 
appoint  a  perpetual,  inftead  of  an  annual  council,  AH 
the  reryionftrants  were  turned  out  of  their  places.  L^r 
dcmbergy  fecretary  to  the  ftates,  was  forced  to  reCgn,  and 
his  office  was  immediately  filled  up  by  a  creature  of  the 
^oufc  of  Orange^  after  he  had  for  thirty  years  ferved  the 
public  with  unblemiflied  integrity.  A  variety  of  alterati- 
ons were  befides  made  in  the  other  feveral  departments 
pi  the  ftatc ;  even  the  clergy  were  deprived  of  their  fti- 
,pends,  and  forcicd  to  evacuate  the  city,  and  many  of  them 
the  province  of  Utrecht.  The  contra-remonftrants,  en- 
couraged by  thefe  favourable  changes,  demanded  the  ca- 
thedral chm:ch  then  pofleffed  by  the  remonftrants,  Tou- 
.   ■ .•-.-.•'- fipi 
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rin  the  minifter,  rcfufed  to  comply :  but  he  was  fooh 
obliged  to  take  fan£l:uary  under  the  wing  of  Ledemberg^ 
with  whom  he  retired  to  the  Hague.  Upon  the  fecretary's 
being  arretted  a  few  days  afterwards,  Taurin  efcaped  to  An- 
iwerpy  to  avoid  the  fame  fate  *. 

About  this  time,  by  order  of  his  matter  the  French  king, 
Maurier  the  French  ambaffador  demanded  an  audience  of 
the  ftates  general.  He  reprefented  in  lively  colours,  the 
approaching  dittblution  of  the  government,  owing  to  the 
violence  of  fadion,  at  a  time  when  the  expiration  of  the 
truce  with  Spain  ought  to  make  every  part  of  the  ftate 
unanimous.  He  threw  out  fome  refle£lions  on  the  violence 
offered  to  the  liberties  of  the  cities,  and  faid,  that  the  pro- 
vinces had  wantonly  lavifl^d  feas  of  blood,  in  refifting  the 
tyranny  of  the  houfe  of  Aujlria^  if  they  were  now  to  be 
enflaved  by  a  fa&ion  of  their  own  fubje£ts.  He  recom- 
mended harmony  in  church  and  ftate,  and  exhorted  the 
ftates  general  to  exert  with  vigour  the  power  lodged  in 
in  their  hands  by  the  conilitution.  The  ftates,  confcious 
of  their  inability,  but  afliamed  to  acknowledge  their  weak- 
nefs,  feemed  embarrafled  for  an  anfwer.  Having  np  other 
reply,  they  thanked  the  king,  told  the  ambaffador  the 
danger  was  not  fo  great  as  he  apprehended,  and  that  they 
would  take  the  moft  eiFeSual  meafures  to  rettore  peace, 
concord,  and  regularity. 

Prince  Maurice  having  terminated  matters  to  his  wifli  A.  D, 
at  Utrecht^  fet  out  for  th^  Hague ^  where  he  made  report  i^ig, 
of  the  late  tranfadtion,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the 
deputies  of  4he  four  provinces  in  his  intereft.  The  -de- 
puties of  Holland  were  likewife  exhorted,  to  prevail  on  the 
cities  to  dift)and  the  new  levied  guards;  but  it  was 
obvious  from  their  anfwer,  that  they  looked  upon  the 
prince's  condufi:  as  an  infra(9:ion  of  the  privileges  of  the 
provinces.  They  perceived  that  the  leaft  tumult  would 
furnifli  a  pretext  for  fimilar  trefpaffes  in  the  conftitution, 
^nd  the  means  of  pr<?curing  a  majority  in  the  ftates  ge- 
neral, by  rendering  himfelf  abfolute  in  the  cities,  and  .of 
confequence  in  the  provincial  ftates.  They  concluded 
^ith  faying,  they  would  report  the  prince's  requeft  to 
their  conftituents,  as  the  matter  was  of  too  great  impor- 
tance for  th^m'  to  determine  of  their  own  authority. 
They  demanded,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the.clties  of  jFfe/- 
hnd  might  be  left  in  the  full  exertion  of  their  privileges; 
'  but  they  were    ferved  in  a  fimilar  manner  with  thofe   of 

VBrai^dt.  lib^.  xxix.    Grot.  ApoL  jcap.  ao. 
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tTtrecht^  and  even  the  cities  in  the  prince's'  intereft  wert 
•  not  exempted  from  a  variety  of  changes,  introduced  pro* 
bably  to  ihew  his  impartiality.  It  was  not  poffible  indeed 
to  ward  ofF  the  blow,  becaufe  the  (Vadtholder  had  the 
army  at  command,  and  the  ilates  of  Hcliand  were  wholly 
difarmed.  Befides,  he  took  his  meafures  with  fuch  pru- 
dence and  art,  as  fcemed  even  to  have  deceived  .JBtfr»«;^il5f/ 
himfelf.  At  the  very  time  Maurice  was  projeding  his  fall, 
he  was  loading  his  relations  with  favours,  and  preferring 
them  to  very  confiderable  employments.  The  penfioner's 
fon  was  created  mailer  of  the  dykes  and  forefts,  a  lucra- 
tive and  honourable  office.  To  the  younger  fon  of  Bar^ 
-fieveUt^  he  gave  the  government  of  Bergen-op^zoom^  by 
which  he  placed  in  his  hands  one  of  the  keys  of  the  l/«- 
ied  Provinces,  At  laft,  the  artifice,  the  power  and  addrefs 
of  Maurice  rendered  his  party  every  where  fuperior.  He 
gained  over  to  his  intereft  Francis  Aerfem^  fon  of  Cornelius 
jierfens  {ecvctzry  of  ftate,  and  long  ambaflador  at  the  court 
of  France,  The  violence,  the  ability,  and  vigour  of  Jer^ 
pns^  quickened  the  meafures  of  the  prince.  His  afpiring 
ambition  fcrupled  no  a£bion  which  could  promote  his  in- 
tereft ;  pernicioufly  bold,  and  deteflably  eloquent,  he  con- 
verted the  nobleft  qualities  to  the  worft  purpofes,  ruined 
his  country,  opprened  innocence,  and  facrificed  patriotifm, 
tx.  the  flirine  of  thofe  ill-fated  virtues,  which  might  have 
proved  the  bulwark  of  liberty,  and  ftrongeft  barrier  of 
the  commonwealth.  Jerfms  ftimulated  Maurice  to  what 
he  was  before  inclined.  To  his  counfel  may  be  attri- 
buted the .  folemn  fynod  affembled  in  the  month  of  JVi- 
vembery  at  Dordrechu  to  which  the  ftates  general,  the 
provincial  ftates  of  the  Seven  Provinces^  the  kings  of  Eng" 
land  and  France,  the  eledlor  palatine,  the  landgrave  of 
Hejfe,  the  cities  of  Bremen,  Verden,  Geneva,  and  the  pro- 
teftant  cantons  'of  Switzerland,  difpatched  their  ambaffa- 
dors  and  deputies.  Thither  the  Arminian  party  was  cited, 
to  e>tp]ain  the  principal  points  in  which  they  diflented 
from  the  eftabliflied  church, 

B  ARNEV EhDT  2Sii.\!ciz  remonftrants  had  long 
avoided  this  blow,  under  pretence  that  a  general  fynod 
^was  a  trefpafs  on  the  privileges  of  the  provincial  ftates. 
They  knew  the  intention  was  to  rendet  them  little  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people  if  they  Appeared  ;  and  if  they  refufcd 
to  obey  the  citations,  to  expofe  them  as  public  incendiaries, 
4hc  friends  of  Spain,  popery  and  flavery.  The  remon- . 
flrants  refufed  to  attend  the  lynod ;  ^t  laft  they  publifhed 
«  long  writing,  ia  which  they  explained  the  chief  poinu 

of 
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of  their   dcftrine,   proiefted   agamft  the  fynod,    and  of- 
hibited  their  reafons  for  refufing  to  appear  in  their  pwn  de- 
fence, before  judges  whq  were  ad^ually  parties  in  the  dis- 
pute.     ^Accordingly    their  opinions  were  folemnly  con- 
demned, and  the  remonilrants  were  ftigroatized  as  calum* 
niators^  who  vilified  the  eftablifhed  religion,  and  attributed 
to  the  Belgian    church    other    fentiments    than   thofe    it 
reallv  profeffed.     Aerfens  wrote  feveral  pieces  againil  JSar- 
nevetdty  in  which  he  boldly  charged  htm  with  theie  deftgns* 
He  was   a  fpirited,  artful,  and  fluent  writer;    his  works 
were  bought  with  avidity,  they  made  a  deep  imprdSion  oa 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  fo  far  iiiRuenced  their  paf- 
ftons,  that  ^tftfr/V^  refolved,  before  the  public  ardour  cool- 
ed,   to  feize   upon  BarneveUtj    Grciius^   Hoogeni^ts^   and 
other  leaders  oi  the  Jrminian  party,  whom  he  imprifoned  *^ 
in  the  caftle  of  Louveflein-,   Whence  that  fa&ion  has  ever  .^  T'  -^ 
fince  borrowed   the  appellation  (A),-  The  advanced  age,  ^\^^^^* 
the   long   fervrces,  the  moderation  and  patriotiim  of  Bar--  ^^jfggigj^ 
neveldt^  now  little  availed  him ;  even  his   writings,  which 
clearly  refuted  all  the  allegations  of  his  enemies,  were  ei^ 
ther  neglected,  or  read  with  a  partiality  and  prejudice  in- 
jurious to  his  reputation.     Maurice  procured  an  order  of 
the  flates  general  for  his  imprifeamei)t.     His  prad^ices  and 
intrigues  had  obtained  a  majority  in  the  flates ;  notwith* 
fianding  which,  this  order  was  figned  only,  by  eight  m^n^ 
bers,  particularly  attached   to  the  prince's  interefl.     Bar^ 
neveldt  was  accufed  of  being  the  author  of  the  difturbances. 
at  Utrechty  and  of  harbouring  defigns  deflru(^ive   of  public  Barne- 
liberty.     He  was  tried  by  judges  appointed  by  the  flates  veldt  4^' 
general,  condemned  to  death  by  the  mofl  iniquitous  fen-  demntd 
tence,   and   deprived  of  his  life  on   a  public  fcafFold,  by  andexg^ 
the  fame  blow  which  ruined  the  charader  of  prince  Mm--  cuutm 

(A)  In  this  confinement  the  by  the  gmu-ds,  without  fafp!- 

learned  Grotius  remained  for  fe-  cioo,  though  they  complained 

yeral  yvars,  when  at  length  he  of  the    uncommon  weight  of 

made  his  efcape,  through  the  their  burthen;    he  efcaped  to 

courage,  the  a^edlion,  and  ad<  the  Spanijb  Nttberlands^  paiTed 

drcia   of  his  wife  Reigersherg,  from  thence  into  France^  where 

1*his  lady  had  obtained  leave  he  was  well  received   by  the 

to  fend  large  boxes  of  books  king.     At  laft  he  was  employed  ' 

to  her  hufband,  and  toviiithim  by  CbriJHna  queen  of  ^^eden^ 

in  prifon,  wl^fch  furnifhed  her  that  liberal  protedlrefs  of  merits 

with  a  hint  for  his  efcape.    She  and  died   at  Roshach^  ia  the 

perfaaded  him  to  lie  in  one  of  duchy  of  Meckknhurgbf  in  the 

the  boxes,  to  be  returned  to  year  iC^j-j.    Seehisti/i. 
s^^houfe,    i}^  was  c^ried  ottt 
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A.  D.  rite^i  and  withered  with  the  ardour  of  ambition  tbofe  Ian*' 
1619.  i^ds  acquired  by  long  and  important  fervices  (B).  He  1<^ 
his  popularity  and  the  aiFedions  of  the  people,  when  he 
hoped  to  obtain  the  fovereignty.  Inftead  of  being  adored 
as  a  hero,  he  was  detefted  as  a  tyrant.  As  he  pafied 
through  the  cities,  nothing  but  murmurs  and  the  name 
of  Barneveldt  could  be  heard,  where  formerly  Maurice  was 
received  as  the  guardian  and  prote6ior  of  his  country. 
In  a  word,  the  death  of  Barneveldt  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  the  prince,  which  was  dif- 
covered  only  a  few  hours  before  the  time  appointed  for 
its  execution.  The  defign  was  proje<3ed  by  Staniemburgb, 
.  governor  of  Bergen-op^zoom^    who  with  his  accomplices, 

fell  a  facrifice  to  patriotifm  and  filial  duty^. 

«  Le  Clbrc,  lib.  ix«  torn,  u    Grot.  Apol.  p.  59. 

(B)  This  terrible  tragedy  was  of  his  memory.  All  his  virtues 
a£bed  in  {he  caille  of  the  Hague^  now,  when  too  late,  were  ap* 
4>o  the  13th  day  of  May^  A.  D.  proved  io  their  full  luftre.  H« 
1619,  when  Bame'veUt  was  was  called  a  martyr  to  his  codq- 
fevcnty- two  years  of  age,  fihy  try,  the  protcAor  of  liberty,  the 
of  which  he  had  fpent  with  father,  the  friend,  and  the  ad- 
equal  integrity  and  ability,  in  vocate  of  the  provinces ;  in  a 
the  different  employments  of  word,  his  memory  is  held  in 
ambaiTador  to  the  courts  of  veneration  to  this  day,  and  his 
France  and  England^  and  pen-  death  regarded  as  the  deepeft 
iionery  of  the  ftates  of  Holland,  ftain  upon  the  houfe  of  Qrangt^ 
A  medal  was  flruck  in  honour 

m 

SECT,    VIII, 

-  Containing  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  repuhlic  <&- 
ring  the  triice^  the  renewal  of  the  war  with  Albert, 
the  death  of  prince  Maurice,  the  propofals  of  peace 
made  by  Ilabella,  fruftrated  hy  the  French  tniniftrji 
the  treaty  with  France  againft  Spain,  8cc. 

DURING  the  truce  with  the  archduke,  the  Umtd 
Provinces  bad  paid  the  moft  affiduous  attention  to 
of  com-  .  trade  and  navigation,  which  were  aftoniOiingly  improved 
merceat  ^^^  extended,  by  voyages  to  Jfta^  Afric^^  and  America 
ration  of  ^"  ^^^  of  which  this  indefatigable  people  had  ereaed  colo- 
^iheT  ''^^'  ^"^  founded  fettlements.  The*  returns  made  by 
the  Eaji  India  company,  alone  were  fufficient  to  aggrandize 

the  ftate,  and  raife  this  infaiit  republic  to  a  degree  of  "^^^ 

poW« 
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power,  fcarcely  to  be  pjirallded  in  hiftory.  Vaft  fleets, 
eq^al  in  ftrcngth  to  hoftilc  armaments,  returned  with  the 
richeft  treafures  and  fpices  of  the  Indies^  the  Baltic  fwarmed 
with  Dutch  IJiips,  the  flag  of  the  republic  became  even 
well  known  in  the  Levant^  and  her  (hipping  traded  to  the 
^panijh  Weft  Indies^  with  as  much  fecuritjr  as  if  the  pro- 
vinces were  ftill  under  the  protedion  of  the  Spanijh  mo- 
narchy. Venice y  a  republic  the  firft  in  opulence  and  power 
in  the  world,  gladly  folicitcd  the  friendfhip  of  this  new 
.commonwealth,  and  was  forced  to  make  court  to  a  peo- 
ple, whofe  induftry  was  the  ruin  of  her  commerce,  bikI 
the  chief  caufe  of  her  decline.  The  foundation  was  laid 
of  an  empire  at  Batavia,  infinitely  fuperior  in  wealth, 
power,  and  grandeur,  to  the  republic  of  the  United  Pro-- 
!UinceSy  where  the  providence  of  the  Dutch  Teemed  to  fe- 
cure  a  retreat,  in  cafe  by  any  fatal  accident  their  liberties 
fliould  be  deftroyed  in  Europe  *, 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  this  republic  at  the  expira- ;^^  ^^^.^^^.^ 
jtlon  of  the  truce  with  Albert^  a  prince  who,  from  his  pa-  o„ifof  ^  ' 
cific  and  moderate  fentiments,  juftly  merited  the  appella-  mcu, 
tion  of  pious.  It  was  the  archduke's  fincere  intention  to  freaty. 
have  pafied  his  life  in  tranquillity,  and  end  his  days  in  per* 
fed  harmony  with  the  United  Provinces.  He  admired  the 
fpirit  of  liberty,  the  independehcy  and  the  induftry  of 
nien,  whom  he  other  ways  regarded  as  rebels  and  heretics; 
experience  convinced  him  of  the  impoffibiliy  of  fubduing 
them,  and  he  was  taught  by  the  diftates  of  found  policy, 
to  put  up  with  the  lols  of  feven  provinces,  rather  than 
hazard  the  ruin  of  the  remaining  ten ;  which  formed  all 
his  dominions.  But  the  court  of  Spain  entertained  dif- 
ferent fentiments.  Loffes,  defeats,  and  mortifications,  had 
not  yet  fubdued  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the  houfe  of  Aujhia\ 
and  Philip  could  not  fupport  the  thoughts  of  feeing  To 
precious  a  jewel  torn  from  his  diadem.  Thus  the  long 
•ceflation  ,of  hoftilities  which  it  was  hoped  would  calm 
paffion,  compofe  refentment,  and  open  the  way  to  a  du- 
rable folid  pacification,  had  no  other  eflfeft,  than  enabling 
$he  parties  to  refume  the  war  with  redoubled  vigour; 

Previous  however  to  the  renewal  of  hoftilities,  Albert 
fent  Peckiusy  chailcellor  of  Brabant^  to  the  Hague,  either 
to  conclude  a  new  treaty,  or  procure  an  audience  6f 
the  prince.  The  fuperb  equipage  in  which  he  appeared, 
gave  offence  to  the  frugal  Dutchmen  j  it  prejudiced  them 
againft  whatever  he  could  offer  :  but  the  extravagance  of 

?  Bas^ac?,  p.  -6.    Le  CtERc,'  toxn.  ii.p.  73. ' 
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his  prdpofitions,  which  were  dictated  by  the  court  of  Ma* 
dridy  were  not  even  deemed  worthy  of  a  reply  by  the  ftates 
genera).     The  populace  infulted  the  ambaflador,   and  he 
jeturned  highly  irritated   to  Bruffels.-   JWeri  beheld  with 
itneafinefs  the  obftirxacy   of  the  Spanijh  miniftry ;   he  en- 
deavoured to  palliate  their  demands,    and  ^rant  a  truce 
.  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  preceding.     For   this  pur<* 
-pofe  fecret  agents  were  employed  in-  Holland \  but  as  Phi- 
lip  publickly  iniified,  that  the  provinces  ihould  enter  into 
.  their  former  fubje£llon,  all  the  negotiatidhs  vaniflied  in 
A.  D.    ^'^^^^*     Spinola  took  the    field   with  an  army  of  15,000 
1621/    '^^^^  ^^^  4000  horfe,  with  which  be  penetrated   into  the 
Jtenrwal    country  of  yuliers^    ordering  the  count  ^e  Berg^  with  a 
^  f^^      .  ftrong  detachment)  to  inveft  the  city  of  Juliers^  garrifoned 
by  Dutch  forces  fince  the  death    of  the  duke  of  Qeua. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  divi&ons  in   the  provin- 
ces, and  weak  conditioa  of  the  army  under  prince  Mau- 
rice,   Berg  invefted  Juliers  ;  but  finding  the  garrifon  nu- 
merous and  refolutc,  ne  converted  the  liege  to  a  blockade, 
by   which  he  reduced  the  place  to  the   neceflity  of  fur- 
rendering,  in  defpite  of  the   utmoft  efforts  of  the  prince 
to  throw  in  fuccours*^. 

.  Notwithstanding  this  advantage,  and  the  great  fu- 
periority  of  his  forces,  the  archduke  was  flill  defirous  of 
an  accommodation  ;  he  was  on  the  point  of  renewing  the 
negotiations,  when  he  was  feized  with  a  diforder  which 
carried  him  off,  and  deprived  the  Netherlands  of  all  hope  of 
an  iflue  to  their  calamities.  It  was  expefted  that  the  death 
of  Philip  111,  which  fell  out  about  this  time,  and  the  mino- 
rity that  enfued,  would  have  accelerated  a  peace  i  but  the 
Spanijh  miniftry,  as  well  as  the  counfellors'aboQt  the  arcb- 
duchefs,  found  their  advantage  in  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  It  k  likewife  faid,  thTit  Spinohy  animated  with  his 
fuccefs  before  Juliersy  with  the-  diftraftion  of  the  provin- 
ces, and  the  Itrength  of  his  army,  promifed  to  force  the 
J)uuh  in  a  few  campaigns  to  abfolute  fubjeflion.  In 
purfuance  of  this  defign,  he  aflembled  his  whole  army 
with  intention  to  inveft  JSergen-op-zoom^  the  ftrongeft  for- 
trcfs  In  Dutch  Brabant.  Maurice  penetrated  his  meaning, 
and  took  care  to  provide  the  garrifon  with  liberal  rein- 
forcements of  men,  anjmunition,  and  pi-ovifions.  The 
prince  had  his  head-quarters  at  EmmertCy  whence  he  de- 
tached colonel  Henderfon^  a  Scotchmany  with  760  men,  who 
threw  themfelves  into  the  town,  in  defiance  of  the  vigi- 

*  M#M,  de  Fred.. Hell.  P,  d'Orange,  -p.  12,  13, 

«  laflcc 


cr  RepuhVtc  of  fiojland.  2%f 

\znct  oVSplmla,    Soon  after  the  colonel  fallied  out  with  a 
numerous  party<on  the  quaruer  of  the  befiegers  camp,  com- 
manded by  Baglioni^  general  of  the  ItaUan  forces.     Here,  af- 
ter an  obftinatc  confli<3,  he  was  wounded,  juft  as  he  was  on 
the  point  of  grafping  vidory  ;  his  party,  finding  tbemfelves 
unfupported,  retired  with  fome  precipitation,  and  the  colo- 
nel died  the  day  following,  deeply  regretted  by  prince  Mau'    A,  D. 
rice.    Now  the  fiege  was  puflied  with  great  vigour,  and  the    1622* 
refiftance  was  fuch  as  might  be  expedled  from  a  brave  gar- 
rifon,  animated  in  defence  of  liberty,  and  aflifted  by  ftrong 
fortifications.     However,  the  prince,  who  was  too  weak  to 
offer  battle  to  Spinola^  formed  an  cnterprife  on  Boijleduc^ 
which,  he  thought,  would  neceffarily  draw  off  the  attention 
pf  the  enemy,  and  interrupt,  if  it  could  not  wholly  fufpend, 
the  operations   againft  Bergen-op-zoom.     But  he  was  foon 
obliged  to  abandon  the  defign  from  a  variety  of  untoward 
accidents.     As  yet  he  was  not  reinforced  by  the  German 
proteftants  under  count  Manfveldt^  and  the  duke  of  Brunf" 
wic,     Thefe  auxiliaries  were  arrived  at  Sedan ;  but  before 
they  could  proceed,  it  was  neceffary  to  fight  GonzaUs  with 
a  ftrong  detachment.    Upon  this  the  count  determined,  and 
accordingly  attacked  the  Spaniard^  who  received  his  char^ 
with  great  intrepidity.     After  an  obftinate  and  bloody  ac- 
tion,  in  which  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  was    dangeroufly 
wounded,  vi£lory  declared  for  Manfveldt\  the  enemy  re- 
treated, and' he  was  left  to  purfue  his  march  unmolefted. 

SP INOLA  hsA  profecuted  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft 
vigour,  and  performed  every  thing  which  could  be  expe<3t- 
ed  from  an  officer  of  experience  and  ability.     All  thofe  ex- 
pedients which  he  had  praSifed  with  fuccefs  at  OJlend  were 
now  repeated,  aivl  every  ftratagem  of  the  military  art  ex- 
haufted  ;  but  the  length  of  the  fiege  opcafioned  great  defer- 
tion  in  his  camp ;  his  anpy  was  exceedingly  diminifbed,  and 
the  befieged  encouraged  to  a  more  fpirited  defence  by  the  late 
advantage  gained  by  Manfveldt^  which  they  hoped  would 
enable  prince    Maurice  to  give  battle  to  the  Spaniards. 
Manfveldt  had  brought  a  reinforcement  of  4000  horfe  and 
.  3000  foot ;  and  the  prince  had  befides  ordered  his  brother 
prince  Henry  to  join  him  with  his  whole  army.     He  was 
now  at  Emmeric  with  a  body  of  8000  foot  and  1500  horfe,     ^ 
oppofing  the  deffgns   of  the  count  de  Berg.    Upon  the  ^^J^^\ 
union  of  all  the  different  corps,  the  main  army  exceeded  ^^fi^ y^ 
20,000  infantry  and  7000  cavalry,  a  force  more  than  fuffi-*^'^'^^^ 
cient  to  compel  the  exhaufted,  difpirited  Spaniards  to  relin-  ^^^1. 
qui(h  the  fiege  of    Bergen -op -zoom.      Accordingly  Spinola 
kxoke  up  his  c^arpp  on  the  approach  of  the  prince  oiOrange^ 
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and  retired  in  fo  good  order,  that  Mauruey  whd  welt 
knew  his  capacity,  apprehended  that  this  motion  was  a 
feint,  only  to  lull  him  and  the  garrifon  iilto  fecurity.  It 
proved  otherwife,  and  Spinola  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
bimfelf  baffled,  for  the  firft  time,  in  a  fiege  which  had  coft 
him  the  lives  of  i0,X)0O  foldiers,  of  the  flower  of  his  army. 
On  the  fourth  day  of  X)£loher  prince  Maurice  entered  Bergen- 
cp-zoom  with  thirty  troops  of  horfe,  and  next  day  he  was 
followed  by  prince  Henry^  count  Erneji  de  Najfauj  and  other 
officers,  with  whom  he  concerted  the  plan  of  their  future 
operations. 

Sometime  before  Bergen-op-zoom  was  invefted,  the  go- 
vernor of  Antwerp  laid  fiege  to  Sluys  with  10,000  men,  by 
cxprefs  order  of  the  archduchefs ;  but  the  ftr^ngth  of  the 
place,  the  valour  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  dreadful  inunda- 
tion in  which  they  overwhelmed  the  country,  by  breaking 
their  dykes,  and  opening  the  fluices,  rendered  the  entcrprife 
fruitless ,  and  obliged  Ignatio  de  Borgia  to  decamp  with  great 
lofs  and  precipitation.  Nor  was  this  the  only  attempt  in 
which  the  Spaniards  failed,  during  the  tedious  fiege  of  Ber- 
gen'Cp'%oom.  They  laid  fiege  to  Hajfelt^  an  inconfiderable 
town  in  Overyffel^  and  would  have  reduced  the  place  but  for 
the  vigorous  and  gallant  conduft  of  the  burghers  of  HaerUm^ 
led  on  by  the  captains  Olican  and  VarJer  Camer^  who  pierced 
through  the  enemies  camp,  entered  the  town,  made  a  biifk 
fally,  and  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  retreat  with  great  flaugh- 
ter,  and  the  lofs  of  their  artillery. 

Prince  Maurice^  having  accomplilhed  his  purpofe  at 
Bergen- op-zoom^  retired  to  Rofendaly  and  fent  a  detachment 
to  inveft  Steenbergy  which  capitulated  before  the  batteries 
were  erecfted.  Spinola  too  had  retreated  towards  Antwerp^ 
where  he  was  joined  by  6000  men  juft  arrived  from  Spain, 
and  the  corps  under  the  count  de  Berg.  With  this  rein- 
forcement he  was  fuperior  to  the  Hollanders ;  accordingly 
he  advanced  within  three  leagues  of  the  prince's  camp,  and 
offered  battle*  which  the  prince  declined,  faying,  He  had 
come  to  r^/w^Bergen-op-zoom,  and  reduce  Steenberg  j  hehdi 
accomplijbei  both  iefignsy  and  was  fatisfied.  Upon  recei  vi  ng  this 
anfwer,  Spinola  turned  off  towards  Brujfelsy  and  Mauriff 
marched  to  Breda.  The  enemy  refumed  their  operations, 
and  the  count  de  Berg  was  detached  to  lay  fiege  to  Pfaffen- 
tnuiZy  while  prince  Maurice  was  contriving  the  means  of 
getting  rid  of  his  troublefome  ally,  co\xnt\S(Ianfveldt,  who 
with  his  undifciplined  troops,  accuftomed  to  violence  ana 
*  rapine,  was  defolating  the  provinces  with  all  the  fury  of  a 
barbarous  enemy.     At  laft  the  Germans  croffed  the  Rhi^^^ 


er  RtpiAUt  of  YitiVLziA.'  a^jg 

and  paffed  into  Wejlphalia ;  when  Maurice^z^  in  hopey  that  •  • 
ManfueUt  would  have  attempted  the  relief  of  Pfaffenmui^ 
the  brave  garrifon  of  which,  after  a  moft  gallant  defence, 
and  fufFering  extreme  hardihips,  wHs  forced  to  capitulate* 
The  count  dt  Berg  repaired  the  fortifications,  put  a  ftrong 
garrifon  into  the  place,  and  changed  the  name  to  that  of 
Fort  Ifabella  \  but  the  works  were  foon  after  deftroyed,  in 
confequence  of  a  petition  prefented  to  the  emperor  and  diet 
at  Ratijbon^  by  the  magiftrates  of  Cologne. 

At  the  time  prince  Maurice  declined  the  challenge  fent  Maarice 
by  Spinolay  he  was  meditating  an  attempt  upon  the  moft  //  iii/af^ 
confiderable  city  in  the  Netherlands,     Antwerp  was  the  great  pointed  ix 
obje<ft  of  his  defigns,  and  he  took  every  precaution  to  draw  his  defigns  > 
off  the  enemies  attention  from  this  city.     The  fcheme  was  on  An- 
fo  well  laid,  that,  on  taking  leave  of  the  ftates  at  the  Hague^  twerp, 
he  faid.  That  God  only-  could  prevent  thefuccefs  of  the  enterprifi. 
However,  it  mifcarhed,  through  a  train  of  unavoidable  ac- 
cidents, which  human  fagacity  could  not  forefee.     The 
fleet,  afTembled  at  the  Brille^  was, locked  up  by  a  fudden 
froft ;  fome  of  the  vefTels  which  had  put  to  fea  were  lofl  in  a 
ftorm  ;  two  regiments   were  (hipwrecked ;   and   thus  the 
fineft  proje<9:  that  had  been  concerted  during  the  war  va- 
nifhed  into  fmoke.  Flanders  and  Brabant  muft  have  followed 
the  fate  of  Antwerp,  the  lofs  of  which  would  have  been  a 
mortal  blow  to  the  Spanijh  affairs.  Difappointed  in  a  fcheme 
upon  which  he  had  fet  his  heart,  Maurice  returned,  greatly    A-  D. 
chagrined,   to  Rjfivic,  where  a  confpiracy  againft  his  life    '623. 
Wiis  difcovered.   The  author  was  fVilliam  Baryieveldt^  grand- 
fon  of  the  penfioner,  who  determined  to  revenge  the  ig-  ^  confpi^ 
nominious  death  of  that  celebrated  patriot.     He  communi-  '"^O^  ^'  . 
dated  his  defign  of  afTaffinating  the  prince  to  his  elder  bro-  f^"^./" 
ther,  the  fieur  Barneveldt  of  Groenveldty  e3^horting  him  to  "P'^U^^ 
join  in  his  refentment,  to  affift  in  avenging  the  indignity  '^^^  ' 
done  the  family,  and  in  ridding  the  provinces  of  atyrant, 
whofe  fole  aim  was    to   acquire .  the  fovereignty  of  the 
country,  arid  fubjeft  the  United  Provinces  to  a  more  cruel 
flavery  than  they  had  fufFered  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
But  Uroenveldt  received  the  propofal  with  horror,  and  ufed 
every  argument  in  his  power  to  prevail  upon  IFilUam  to 
drop  an  attempt  which  muft  terminate  in  the  ruin  and  dif- 
grace  of  the  confpirators.    His  remonftrance  produced  no 
effeft ;  William  was  obftinate  and  implacable ;  his  violent 
Spirit  knew  no  bounds,  and  he  refolvcd  to  purfue  his  venge- 
ance at  the  hazard  of  his  own  deftrudion.    He  engaged  kk 
the  plot  a  number  of  Arminians^  aAuated  by  the  fame  aver- 
&on  to  Manricf,  and  deiire>of  refcuing  tbeir  country  from 
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|»6n(I^e,  as  hiaifelf.   It  inras  determined  to  ihoot  the  priftcii 
M  hfs  way  from  Syjivic  to  the  Hague,  and  the  confpirators  ^ 
bad  all  their  proper  parts  affigned  them,  the  arms  were  pur- 
.  chafed,  and  the  day  fot  execution  fixed.     Two  of  his  afib- 
ciates,  ftruck  with  remorfe,  difcovered  the  confpiracy ;  the 
prince  returned  to  the  Hague,  doubled  his  guards,  and  Bar- 
neveldt  efcapcd. to  Antwerp,  where  be  died  fome  years  after. 
Four  of  the  confpirators  were  feized,  tried,  condemned, 
and  folemnly  executed.    Groetrueldt  likewife  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  condemned  as  a  party,  becatife  he  i^ad  not  { 
difcovered  his  brotberfs .  intentions.     It  was  not  fuiEcient  | 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  diflliade  him  from  the  attempt  i 
ke  was  beheaded,  and  confidered  by  the  people  as  a  oiartyr 
to  fraternal  afFedtion,  and  an  innocent  \\6i\tti  ofiercd  to 
appeafe  the  rcfentmcnt  of  prince  Maurice  ^. 
neperfe-  •    This  opportunity  was  favourable  to  the   Gomarijls,  and 
€uthnre-    they  did  not  fair  to  embrace  it  to  renew  their  perfecutions 
weweia-    againft  the  Arminian  party.     They  gave  out  that  the  whole 
gainfitbe  fe^  ^^s  engaged  in  the  confpiracy;  notwithftanding the 
Armi-       ^^j£j  Qf  ^^^  ftates,  which  had  forbid  the  revival  of  all  reli- 
'"*°^*        gious   difputes,    they  began  publifhing    bitter   inycfiivci 
againft  the  Armnians  $  and  even  accufed  a  little  fociety, 
formed  for  the  fupport  of  poor  feiStarift^,  of  a  defign  againft 
the  government.    Jt  was  affirmed,  that  the  Arminian  minif* 
ters,  banilhed  the  provinces,  had  returned  in  difguife,  and 
were  exerting  their  utmoft  influence  to  excite  the  people i& 
rebellion.    In  a  word,  they  carried  their  violences  to  fo 
.    great  a  length,  and  were  fo  powerfully  fupported  by  the 
prince  of  Orange^  that,  by  an  ordonnance  publiflied  in  the 
month  of  February,  in  the  name  of  Maurice  and  the  ftates 
of  Utrecht,  the  Armimans  were  declared  rebels  and  enenaies 
to  their  country  ;  they  were  profcribed  afre£b,  knd  a  reward 
of  600  livres  offered  to  whoever  fliould  accufe  any  of  them 
of  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  againft  the  government,  orde- 
figns  upon  the  prince  of  Orange ;  nor  was  the  reward  limit- 
ed to  convi£tion:    the  accufer  had  bis  pay  upon  lodging 
the  heads  of  his  accufation  in  fome  public  court ;  and  by 
this  a  door  was  opened  for  corruption,  perjury,  and  perfc- 
'  cution.     Armed  with  legiflative  power,  the  Gomarijis  kept 
no  bounds  ;  they  not  only  abufed  the  Arminians  from  tbc 
pulpit,  reviling  them  with  the  opprobrious  names  of  traitors 
and  parricides,  but  they  proceeded  to  pcrfecute  individuals, 
and  to  «ftabli(h  courts  as  iniquitous  and  oppreffive  as  thoTe 
inquifitions  which  had  originally  occafioned  the  defe(3iofl 

«  Nuvillc  Hift.  deHoIIande,  tom.  i.Iib.w 


tr  tLepiihUc  ^f  Holland.     ^  ^     #41 

6f  the  Seven  Provinceu  The  Armmans  prefented  a  petition^ 
Graving  the  protedtion  of  the  ftates  general  againft  fuch 
unprecedented  cruelty.  They'  folemnly  difavowed  all 
knowledge  of  the  horrid  confpiracy  with  Which  they  were 
charged  ;  they  remohftrated  on  the  injuftice  of  perfecuting 
a  whole  body  of  people  for  the  crimes  of  certain  guilty 
members ;  they  declared  their  having  no  relation,  connec- . 
tion,  or  intereft  in  the  fate  of  the  confpirators,  whom  they 
detdfted  and  abhorred  \  they  urged  their  fer vices  to  the  ftates^ 
and  prefled  that  they  might  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  their 
country  in  the  ufual  form,  and  not  dragged  before  courts 
determined  upon  finding  them  criminah  The  famous 
Grotius  fupported  this  petition  with  an  apology  for  the-<fr- 
miniansy  founded  on  the  Common  rights  of  humanity^  and 
the  laws  of  the  provinces ;  but  this  mafterly  piece«  inftead 
of  convincing,  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  minds  of  the  Qo-^^ 
marjfis.  The  ftates  did  not  care  to  interpofe,  as  the  prince 
of  Orangey  and  the  province  of  Utrecht^  had  given  fandlion  to 
the  perfecution.  And  thus  the  unfortunate  Arminians  were 
left  a  prey  to  the  moft  implacable  of  all  enemies,  as  they 
werjB  aduated  by  the  fpirit  of  political  and  theological 
rancour. 

It  muft  indeed  be  confefled  that  the  Gomarijis  h^d  fome 
ai^arance  of  reafon  for  their  p^J^fc^itions,  and  that  the 
prince  of  Orange^  in  particular,  b^d  caufe  for  that  implacable 
hatred  he  bore  to  the  Arminiaj/t^L&ion^  who  had  long  wifiicd 
to  fee  the  influence  of  his/amily  retrenched.  All  the  ac- 
complices in  the  late  coi>  piracy  were  of  this  party ;  and 
Slatiusy  an  Arminian  prea^^ier  of  Blifwicky  now  in  cuftody, 
and  actually  engaged  in/ne  plot,  had  confefTed  on  the  rack, 
that  all  the  principal  pe/  bns  of  his  perfuafion  were  accefla- 
Hes  to  the  defign  of  aflV  inating  Maurice^  and  fubvcrting  the 
government.  This  ev  dence  was  extorted  from  him  by  the 
violence  of  the  torture,  and  the  hope  given  him  of  pardon  j 
however,  it  left  fufpicions  injurious  to  the  Arminians  in  the 
minds  of  feveral  men  extremely  moderate  in  their  fenti* 
ments  ;  though,  when  his  declaration  came  to  be  read,  it 
appeared  a  mere  tifTue  of  malevolence  and  calumny.  He 
was  therefore  condemned  to  death  ;  and  a  libel  he  had  pub* 
lifted  the  preceding  year  againft  the  prince  of  Orange^  or- 
dered to  be  burned  by  the  ignominious  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner **.  Several  other  perfons  were  beheaded  at  the  Hague 
and  LeydeUj  only  becaufe  they  were  Armmans ^  and  confe-*  . 
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quently  fuj^pofed  favourers  of 'the  violent  mcbfures  upon 
which  fomc  turbulent,  headftrongf  and  bigotted  perfonsof 
the  fame  fadion  had  entered.  The  rigour  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings was  generally  condemned ;  it  was  thought  inju- 
rious to  liberty,  that  attempts  againft  the  life  of  the  prifice 
of  Orange  fliould  be  deemed  equivalent  to  defigns  formed 
againft  the  government,  which  was  actually  acknowledging 
that  he  was  the  head  of  the  republic,  and  in  a  manner  the 
Treaty       fovereign  of  the  United  Provinces. 

nuith  the  1^  this  manner  was  Holland  torn  with  civil  fa£Hon,  while 
ftates  of  at  the  fame  time  opprefled  with  an  expenfive,  bloody  war, 
Barbaiyr  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  Spanijh  monarchy ;  and  her 
commerce  difturbed  by  the  piracies  of  the  Barbary  corfalrs, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Tunis  and  Algiers,  The  ftatcs  complained, 
by  their  ambaftadors,  to  the  courts  of  Fez  and  ConJlantinopU^ 
under  whofe  prote£lion  the  Barbary  ftates  fkreen  them- 
felves  ;  but  they  could  obtain  no  redrefs,  becaufe  ieveral  <A 
thefe  claim  a  kind  of  independency,  under  the  dominion  of 
their  deys,  and  prove  extremely  ufeful  scuxiliaries  to  the 
grand  fignior,  and  the  emperor  of  Morocco*  In  order, 
therefore,  to  get  rid  of  fuch  troublefome  foes,  the  ftates  en- 
tered into  a  kind  of  compofition  with  the  maritime  cities  of 
Barbary^  whereby  it  was  declared,  that  the  enemies  of 
either  ihould  be  regarded  as  the  enemies  of  both,  Thii 
agreement  was  purchafed  by  a  fum  of  money ;  and,  to  render 
It  more  valid,  a  treaty  was  ftruck  up  between  the  United 
Provincesj  and  the  joint  empire  of  Fex  and  Morocco,-  la 
confequence,  they  committed  hoftilities  againft  the  Spani- 
ards^ in  which  they  were  affifted  by  the  Dutch  SLnd  Germans^ 
although  the  latter  were  waging  an  adual  land- war  with  the 
ftates ;  for  the  emperor,  without  declaring  openly  againft 
the  Hollanders,  maintained  two  formidable  ai'mies  to  affift 
their  enemies,  and,  if  pojQible,  to  reduce  the  Netherlands 
once  more  under  the  dominion  of  the  houfe  oiAuftria,  One 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  German  catholics  \  it 
h'ad  been  employed  againft  the  proteftants  of  i^^/^^mi^,  com* 
manded  by  count  TiUy,  and  was  now  ordered  to  advance 
into  Frijeland.  The  other,  condudied  by  Gonzales  de  Cof" 
dova,  a&ed  along  the  Lower  Rhine  in  the  duchies  of  jfuliers 
and  GueldreSf  and  was  compofed  chiefly  of  Spaniards,  under 
the  diredion  of  the  emperor.  It  was  propofed  to  join  thefe  to 
Spinola^ a  zr my,  in  order  to  form  fuch  a  body  of  forces  as 
ifaould,  at  one  blow,  crufli  the  rebellious  Hollanders. 
A.  D.  Sensible  of  what  was  tranfafting  among  the  enemy,  the 
1624.     ftates  endeavoured  to  ward  ofF  the  impending  ftrpke,  by  an 
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irtifice  that  fuccccdcd.     They  again  employed  Man/veldt^ 
and  the  bifliop  of  Halberfiadt^  to  make  a  diirerfion ;  furnifli- 
ing  them  with  money  to  begin  new  levies.     With  thefe 
auxiliaries  it  was  refolved  to  carry  the  war  into  Liege^  Ca^ 
hgruy  and  the  catholic  part  of  Iveftphalia^  in  order  to  draw 
the  attention  of  Tilly  and  Gonzales  from  the  United  Pro^ 
vinces.    They  like  wife  entered  ipto.an  alliance  vf'xth  Betlen 
Gabor^  prince  of  Tranfylvanilii    in  open  rebellion  againft 
the  emperor,  with  a  view  to  employ  the    imperial  army 
in  Hungary  j  and  by  attacking  the  court  of  Vienna  in  fo 
many  parts,  diilrai^  her  councils,  and  divide  her  forces. 
Man/veldt  began  his  expeditions,',  or  rather  his  depreda- 
tions, in  Eaft  Frifeland  and  Weftphalia.     He  ravaged,  pil- 
laged, and  defolated  with  the  cruelty  of  a  barbarian  ;  re*     - 
fpeding  neither  age  nor  fex,  and  robbing  without  diftinc- 
tion  the  indigent  and  wealthy.     Encouraged  by  his  fuccefs^ 
X^t  Dutch  garrifon  in  the  little  town  of  Lippe  made  irrup- 
tions into  We/tphalia,  levied  prodigious  contributions,  and 
;  infpired  the  ftates  with  a  high  opinion  of  the  fcheme  con- 
certed to  divert  the  enemy,  and  an  inclination  to  augment 
r  the  irregular  auxiliaties.     With  refpeft  to  the  bi(hop  of  ^ 

I  Halherftadt^  the  Spaniards  oppofed  his  crof&ng  the  fFefer^ 
.  and  placed  ftrong  garrifons  in  Hoxier^  Hamelen^  Rintekn,  and 
'  Wecbt  y  but  count  Siirum,  a  few  days  after,  took  this  laft 
.  place  by  afTault,  and  put  the  whole  garrifon  to  the  fword. 
Thcfe  hoftilities,   and  others,  committed  in  Loiver  Saxony^ 
I  produced  an  aflembly  of  the  princes,  where  a  league  was 
i  concluded  for  the  defence  of  the  circle.     The  bifliop  of 
;  Halberftddt  was  c^ofen  captain-general  of  the  forces  of  the 
circle,  by  which  the  powers  in  alliance  thought  to  detacH 
him  from  the  intereft  o(  Manjveldt  and  the  United  Provinces.' 
His  brother,  the  duke  of  Brunfwicy  engaged  to  the  emperor 
for  his  honour  ;  arid,  in  confequence,  Tilly  had  inftru^ions 
not  to  penetrate  into  Lower  Saxony.     To  thcfe  promifes 
made  by  the  duke  the  ambitious  prelate  paid  little  regard. 
He  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fine  army  of  19,000/oot, 
and  5600  horfe ;  he  defpifcd  the  emperor's  pardon^    aiKl 
drew  upon  himfelf  the  indignation  of  the  court  of  Fienna,  ^.^^ 
the  allied  powers  of  Lower  Saxony^  arid  the  whole  weight  of  ^1^^/^^  ^ 
count  37/^8  forces.     In  confequence,  he  was  defeated  at  ^^^^^ 
Siatlof  and  his  army  entirely  deftroyed,  except  6000  of  the  TJHy. 
fcattercd  remains,  picked,  up,  and  retained  in  their  fervice,         '  , 
by  the  Hollanders  *• 

'  Id.  ibid. 
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Ui»OBl  the  biihop's  defeat,  Manjveldi  retired  to  Eaft  Frtfe^ 
land^  a  province  at  that  time  difturbed  by  civil  diiientions.  ' 
In  the  city  of  Embden  alone  were  no  lefs  than  three  parties; 
one  declared  for  the  natural  fovereign,  one  for  the  emperor, 
and  a  third  for  the  United  Provinces,  Tilfy^  who  knew  the 
i^l  treatment  which  the  inhabitants  received  from  A^nJveUif 
thought  to  profit  by  the  averfion  they  entertained  for  that 
V  general  and  the  friends  of  the  bilhop  of  Halberftadt^  and  for 

that  purpofe  to  enter  the  territory  of  Embden  in  conjunfiion 
with  Gonzales,  The  United  Provinces  were  apprifed  of  his 
defign'foon  enough  to  prevent  it,  by  fending  prince  Henrj 
and  count  Erneft  Cafirmr  of  Najfau^  with  a  body  of  forces, 
towards  the  city.  A  garrifon  of  twelve  complete  companies 
was  left  in  the  town  and  citadel ;  the  harbour  was  put  into 
a  ftate  of  defence,  and  the  whole  party  for  the  emperor 
baniflied.  This  precaution  deftroyed  all  77//y*s  fchemes, 
and  obliged  him  to  retire  to  Wefiphalia^  where  he  revenged 
the  difappointment  on  the  towns  held  in  that  country  by  the 
Hollanders.  Sparemberg^  and  feveral  places  of  lefs  confide- 
ration,  felt  the  efFeSs  of  his  refcntment ;  after  which  he 
marched  to  invert  Lippe^  or  Lippftat^  the  only  remaining 
*  town  the  Hollanders  poiFeffed  in  IVeJlphalia^  and  a  place  oT 
the  utmoft  confequence.  The  garrifon,  comjjofed  o(  French 
and  Dutch  foldiers,  was  numerous,  and  well  provided. 
Tilly  made  regular  approaches,  'battered  the  walls  with  great 
,  fury,  gave  the  affault,  and  was  vigoroufly  repulfed  ;  but 
finding  that  Manfueldt  did  not  care  to  hazard  a  battle,  the 
garrifon  at  laft  furrendered  the  place  upon  honourable  con- 
ditions. As  the  winter  approached,  the;  armies  of  both 
fides  retired  into  quarters ;  and  fruitlefs  negotiations  were 
renewed  in  this,  as  in  evfery  other  preceding  feafon.  Before 
we  refume  the  military  operations  by  land,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  a  ihort  view  of  the  naval  tranfaftions  of  the 
United  Provinces. 
Na<val  Soon  after  the  treaty  with  the  ftatcs  of  Barbary,  thepro- 

tranfac'  vinces^experienced  how  little  confidence  ought  to  be  placed 
tions.  in  the  faith  of  pirates,  who  judge  of  right  by  power  and  the 
fword.  Four  Dutch  Ihips  were  attacked  on  the  coaft  of 
Genoa  by  the  corfairs  of  Algiers^  and  three  were  taken  after 
a  long  and  bloody  engagement.  The  fourth,  determined 
not  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  fo  cruel  and  perfidious  an 
enemy,  fought  defperately  j  and  the  crew,  finding  all  en- 
deavours vain,  fet  fire  to  the  powder-room,'  and  blew 
thcmfelves  up,  with  feventy  of  the  barbarians,  who  had 
boarded  the  vcffeL     Nor  was  this  the  only  lofs  fuftaincd 
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this  year ;  another  of  more  importance  happened,  in  con^ 
fequencc  of  a  well -concerted  plan  of  the  court  of  Madrid^ 
whereby  upwards  of  an  hundred  fail  of  Dutch  ihips  were 
feized  in  the  harbours  of  Spain  and  Portugal  (A). 

But  thofe  lofles,  confiderable  as  they  appeared,  were 
amply  recompenfed  by  the  prodigious  fuccefs  of  the  Eaft 
India  company.  The  trade  was  extended,  the  fettlements 
eftabliflied  on  the  moft  fecure  footing,  the  enemies  colonies 
Wiiferably  harrafled,  and  their  fhipping  entirely  deftroyed. 
Above  fixty  rich  veflels  were  taken  or  funk,  and  the  booty 
amounted  to  upwards  of  two  millions  fterling,  a  remittance 
now  made  to  Europe^  to  enable  the  provinces  to  fupport  the 
war  with  vigour,  and  extricate  themfelves  with  honour  out 
of  a  quarrel  of  which  Spain  grew  heartily  tired  ^, 

The  naval  operations  of  Holland  were  not  confined  to  Succtffh 
Europe  and  JJia^  a  ftrong  fleet  was  fent  to  America  under  ^f  the 
admiral  Hermity  with  inftru^ions  to  penetrate  to  the  fource  D«tch/« 
of  thofe  vafl:  treafures,    which  the   Spaniards  drew  from  ^^^^\ 
Peruy  and  their  fettlements  on  the  fouthern  continent  of    °*^^^^^' 
America,     Willekens  had  been  detached  with  a  fquadron  to 
Brafil    afcout  four  months  before.     When  the  viceroy  of 
Lima  underftood  that  a  I>utch  fleet  was  upon  thecoaft,  he  . 
immediately  equipped  a  powerful  armament,  which  he  drew 
up  in  the  port  of  Callao^  on  which  he  doubted  not  the  Hol^ 
landers  would  make  their  firft  attack.     Hermit  was  not  dif- 
couraged  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy ;  they  were  more 
than  double  his  force,  but  he  boldly  crouded  fail  for  the^ 
harbour,  and  greatly  aflonifhed  the  Spaniards  at  his  bold^ 
nefs,  who  were  then  preparing  to  give  hini  chace,  not  ex- 
peding  he  would  prefume  to  offer  battle.     The  engage- 
ment was  begun  by  the  two  admirals,  whofe  example  was 
followed  by  the  vice-admirals,  and  the  conflict:  maintained 
with  great  obftinacy,  until  the  Spanijh  admiral's  fliip,  with 

f  Mod.  Univ.  Hill,  vol,  x, 

(A)  It  mufl  be  remembered,  towns,  with  provifion^  thgt  were 

that,  through  the  whole  courfe  beficged   by  their  own  armies  5 

of  this  war,  the   Butch  traded  and  to  furnifh  the  enemy  with 

to  the  Spanijh  ports,  as  if  they  ammunition,  and  other  neccffa- 

had  been  in  entire   fricndthip  ries;  without  which  they  could 

with  the  crown;    than  which  not  continue  the  war.     Their  ,* 

podiing  can  furnifii  a  ftronger  motive  and  their  apology  was, 

idea  of  the  attachment  of  the  that  they,  by  this  means,  kept 

Hollanders   to   gain  and   com-  in  their  own  hands  the  profits 

merce.     It  was  no  uncommon  with  which  other  nations  would 

pradlice^  with   them  to  fupply  be  enriched, 
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800  men  on  board,  was  funk,  and  the  vice-admiraVs  burned^ 
The  lofs  of  thefe  two  Ihips  was  fucceeded  by  the  dcftrudion 
of  nine  more,  fix  of  which  Were  funk,  and  three  burned. 
The  enemy  retired  under  the  cannon  of  the  town  ;  Hermit 

furfued,  and  the  a£tion  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fury. 
n  the  fpace  of  an  hour  eleven  Spanijh  men  of  war  were 
funk,  taken,  and  deftroyed  ;  and  the  confternation  was  fo 
greatxin  Lima^  that  had  the  admiral  purfued  his  blow,  he 
inuft  infallibly  have  taken  the  town,  and  gained  poffeffion 
,  of  the  immenfe  treafures   lodged  in  the  citadel.     But  he 

wanted  to  refreih  his  men,  in  order' to  attack  the  place  with 
inore  vigour  next  day ;  by  which  'time  the  viceroy  bad 
sifiemblea  a  numerous  army  that  rendered  an  attempt  im- 
prafticable.     , 

Admiral  Wtlleiens  arrived  in  All'Sainis  bay  on  the  8th 

day  of  May^  and  next  day  caft  anchor  before  the  town  of 

5/.  Salvador,  the  capital  of  the  country,  and  the  relidcnce 

of  the  Portuguefe  viceroy.     His  fquadron  confiftcd  of  niw 

large  (hips,  manned  with   1500  failors  and  2000  marine?. 

All  the  foldiers  were  put  on  board  the  four  fhips  that  com- 

pofed  the  van,  in  order  to  perfuade  the  eftemy  that  the 

other  fhips  were  equally  crouded.     Willekins  landed  with  all 

his  forces,  drove  the  enemy  from  the  {hore,  and  obliged 

'    .      ^    them  to  hide  themfelves  behind  the  walls  of  the  city;  the 

vice-admiral,   in   the  mean  time,   gaining  poffefliopofif 

ftrong  battery  that  formed  a  kind  of  out- work,  on  a  pro- 

jefting  rock.    Next  day  they  found  the  town  abandoned  by 

the  inhabitants,  and  the  gates  fet  open  ;  however,  the  gar- 

rifon  ftill  continued  in  the  caftle,  until  finding  that  all  rc- 

^iftance  would  prove  fruitlefs,  they  furrendercd.     The  town 

was  pillaged,  and  vaft  quantities  of  rich  merchandifc  fcnt 

onT>6ard,  for  the  ufe  of  the  JVeJi  India  company ;  nor  djdtbc 

Toldiers  even  fpare  the  churches,  from  whence  they  carried 

vaft  quantities  of  plate,    and  other    valuable   moveables. 

I  iColonel  Van  Dort  v/as  appointed   governor  of  the  town. 

and  a  ftrong  garrifon  left  to  fupport  his  government.    His 

'     jfirft  aft  was,  to  publifh  a  mahifefto,  in  the  name  of  the 

iftates,  allowing  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  who  would  take 

an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  i'epublic  of  the  United  Proving- 

He  then  hoift^d  the  Spanijh  flag,  iti  order  to  decfeive  the 

Bpamjh  and  Portuguefe  (hipping,  arid  had  the  good  fortu"^^ 

to'  feize  eight  rich  merchantmen  by  the  ftratagem.  .WiMi^- 

difpatched  three  men  of  war  to  Europe,  with  an  account  of 

the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.     On- their  voyage  they  took 

jfeveral  valuable  prizes,  and  their  arrival  in  Holland  gave  the 
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greateft  fatisTaflfon,  as  it  was  not  doubted  but  the  emtire 
conqueft  of  the  Brajils  would  be  the  confequence  R. 

While  the  United  Provinces  yr^rt  thus  viftorious  in  Ante-  ^'^Spa- 
nVtf,  the  court  of  Spain  was  making  great  preparations  to  "*f^^^ 
opprefs  them  in  Europe^  and  bring  to  an  end  a  war  which  ji/^^"Ty 
had  hitherto  ferved  only  to  draw  the  treafures  of  Peru  and  "^^"/^' 
Mexico  into  Hglland.     The  defigns  of  the  Spaniards,  how-  -f^f^^^^  ^'^ 

'  ever,  created  lefs  uneafinefs  to  the  ftates,  than  the  conduft  ^^^^ 
of  their  allies,  whofe  rapacity  became  more  troublefome 
than  their  fervices  were  ufeful.  Man/veldt,  deftitute  of 
money  and  provifions,  in  Eaft  Frifeland^  kept  polTeffibn  of  ,  • 
feveral  fortrefles,  which  he  oflFered  to  fell  to  the  ftates  gene- 
ral for  300,000  florins  $  a  propofal  that  was  accepted,  tho* 
extremely  unjuft,  becaufe  his  troops  were  exprefsly  hired 
for  that  fervice.  By  this  meaiis  the  Dutch,  who  were  al- 
ready in  polTeiEon  of  Emhden,  formed  a  good  barrier  on  that 
fide  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Germans  and  Spaniards^ 

.Manjveldt  now  refolved  to  penetrate  into  the  bifhopric  of 
Munfter  j  but,  being  defeated  in  feveral  enterprifes  he  had 
formed,  his  troops  deferted  fo  faft,  that  he  returned  to  Hol^ 
hnd  with  a, number  of  officers,  who  profefled  themfelves 
entirely  at  his  devotion,  and  rivetted  to  his  fortune.  The 
feverity  and  duration  of  the  froft  encouraged  the  Spaniards 
quartered  in  Cieves  to  undertake  two  expeditions  upon  the 
ice.  They  crofled  the  Tjffil,  entered  Felau,  and  penetrated 
to  the  province  of  Holland,  in  which  they  had  not  l^efore 
fet  foot  for  a  number  of  years.  By  the  other  expedition  it 
was  propofed  to  invade  the  territory  of ,  Drente,  and  the 
province  of  Groningen.  Prince  Maurice^  hearing  of  th^  pre- 
parations at  Antwerp^  fruftrated  the  dpfign,  put  the  for- 
trefles into  the  heft  pofture  of  defence,  and  employed  feve-  , 
ral  thoufand  men  in  breaking  the  ice  at  all  the  paflages ;  yet 
could  not  all  his  vigilance  prevent  the  count  de  Bergue  from 
crofling  the  TJfel,  with  40  troops  of  horfe  and  10,000  infan-  . 
try,  overwhelming  Dutch  Guelderland  with  confternatidn, 
and  advancing  to  Arnheim,  a.  place  to  which  he  laid  fiege. 
The  garrifon  had  been  feafonably  reinforced  ;  it  made  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance  ;  but  the  exceflfive  inclemency  of  the  wea-^ 
ther  gave  greater  obftrudion  to  the  count's  progrefs,  thaa 
the  fire  and  fallies  of  the  befieged.  He  therefore  dropped 
the  enterprife,  and  pufhed  forward  to  Eede^  where  he  re- 
ceived advice  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was  arrived  at 
Utrecht,  with  all  his  forces,  and  40  pieces  of 'cannon.  Thi« 
intelligence  broke  all  his  meafures,  and  he  began  to  think 

?  L%  Clerc,  Hiil:^  Med.  tom.  xii, 
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of  an  expeditious  retreat,  from,  an  apprehenfion  he  (hould 
be  ihut  up  by  the  breaking  of  the  froft,  and  expofed  to  fa-f 
mine,  and  the  haeard  of  a«  defeat.  He  retired  with  preci- 
pitation, and  repailed  the  Xlfel^  abandoning  all  the  great  de-r 
figns  he  had  formed,  with  thelofs  of  near  half  his  army, 
which  perifhed  by  cold;  hunger,  or  the  fworj  \  the  Duuh 
garrifops  in  Amheim^  Zutphen^  and  Deventer^  Tallying  out 
mpen  his  rear,  and  making  prodigious  daughter.  Nor  was 
the  other  expedition  very  fuccefsful,  though  it  bore  the 
moil  promifing  afpeA ;  it  ended  in  burning  fome  villages, 
^nd  taking  prifoners  a  number  of  peafants ;  the  prince  of 
Grangers  diligence  entirely  confounded  the  Spaniards^  who 
thought  to  find  the  provinces  defencelefs,  and  lulled  in  pro- 
found fecurity* 

Srii^L^he  old  quarrel  continued  between  the  elector  of 
firandenhurgby  ?ifSfted  by  the  Dutch  and  the  German  protcf-r 
tants  J  and  the  duke  of  Neu^hufgh^  fupported  by  the  5ptfwV 
ards  and  catholic  powers,  about  the  fucceilion  to  the  duchy 
of  Juliers,  The  wretched  inhabitants  of  Cleves^  J^^^h 
la  Marcy  Ravenfierg^  and  Raveftein^  were  equally  oppreflcd 
by  both  parties  \  each  of  which  endeavoured  to  fupport  their 
claims  at  the  expcnce  of  the  country.  This  gave  birth  to 
^  negotiation  between  the  eledor  and  duke,  whereby  it  was 
propofed  to  compromife  a  difference,  that  tended  only  tode- 
folate  the  people  whom  both  called  theiV  fubjeAs.  A  treaty 
was  figned,  and  the  parties  fent  the  articles  to  the  Hagw 
jind  Brujfelsy  to  receive  the  fan<Sion  of  the  flates,  and  the 
Strchduchefs.  But  neither  the  Spaniards  nor  the  Dutch  chofe 
to  refign  the  towns  they  ppffefled  in  the  countries  difputed  { 
and  thus  the  whole  negotiation  was  rendered  fruitlefi,  and 
Jhe  inhabitants  kept  in  a  flate  of  grievous  oppreffion. 
ffawal  A  STRICT  regard  to  their  feveral  interefts,  was  the  only 

fran/acr  particular  in  which  the  archduchefs  and  the  flates  of  the 
ifioHs.  United  Provinces  agreed.  While  that  princefs  joined  iffuc 
yrith  the  Dutch,  In  rejefting  a  treaty  which  would  hare 
reflored  peace  to  the  territories  oijuliers  and  Cleves^  ihe  wa5 
taking  nfieafures  to  repair  the  lofles  lately  fuflained  on  the 
ocean,  and  recompenfe  the  mifcarriage  of  the  late  expedi- 
tions intQ  the  provinces.  With  this  view  ihe  had  collefted 
a  conflderable  naval  force  at  Dunkirkj  confifting  of  nine 
large  men  of  war,  and  a  great  number  of  fmall  privateers, 
with  which  incredible  damage  was  done  to  the  Dutch  com- 
merpe.  ,  Befides  a  variety  of  other  vefTels,  fifty  fifhing- 
bufles,  ?nd  an  Englijh  man  of  war  of  50  guns,  were  taken 
by  the  enemy  5  in  a  word,  fo  formidable  was  this  fquadio.n, 
tjiat  the  ftajtes  offjpfcd  a  reward  of  10,000  florins,  and  the 
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beneik  of  tbc  prize,  to  whoever  fliould  equip  a  force  fuffi- 
cient  to  take  pne  of  the  larger  veflels  ;  the  fame  reward  was 
offered  for  each  of  the  nine  men  of  war,  and  a  proportionable 
gratuity  for  fingle  privateers.  Excited  by  thefe  promifes, 
a  number  of  adventurers  foon  appeared  ;  and,  among  the 
reft,  general  Lambert ;  who,  with  a  confiderable  force,  ^slve 
chace  to  fix  men  of  war,  as  they  quitted  Dur^irk^  came  up 
with  them,  and  maintained  a  bloody  engagement  for  feveral 
hours.  He  was  killed  by  a  mufket-ball  in  the  beat  of  the 
^£lion,  a  great  number  of  his  people  perifhed,  and  the 
whole  Dutch  fleet  was  extremely  (battered  :  but  the  enemy  n 

did  not  fare  better  \  one  of  their  (hips,  with  the  whole 
crew,  went  to  the  bottom  ;  another  was  driven  a(hore,  and 
deftroyed  j  and  the  four  remaining  men  of  war  fheered  off 
in  a  wretched  plight  to  the  Englijh  coaft.  Though  this  en- 
gagement did  not  prove  decifive,  it  however  checked  the 
ardour  of  the  Spaniards^  who  now  flackened  greatly  in  their 
cruifcs,  and  appeared  with  more  caution  out  of  their  har- 
bours. The  Duich^  however,  fully  bal lanced  the  lofles 
fuftained  here,  by  other  more  fortunate  cruifes  on  the  coafts 
of  Spairij  Portugal^  znd  Bar bary.  Among  other  valuable 
prizes,  they  took  a  fliip  laden  with  the  plate,  rich  furniture, 
and  money,  of  the  conde  de  Lemosy  viceroy  of  Sicily,  efti- 
mated  at  150,000/.  ftcrling\ 

These,  and  other  misfortunes,  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  Treaty 
have  recourfe  to  extraordinary  methods  to  repair  their  ma-  iwitb 
rine ;  for  which  purpofe  feveral  French  fhips  were  detained  France* 
in  their  ports,  and  the  crews  and  fhipping  employed  in  the 
king's  fervice.  France  remonftrated  upon  this  violence  of- 
fered to  the  rights  of  nations,  but  could  obtain  no  redrcfs  ; 
and  this  furniChed  a  pretext  for  a  clofer  alliance  between  the 
French  king  and  the  provinces,  Ambafladors  were  fent  to 
Parisj  and  a  treaty  was  concluded;  whereby  the  ftates 
agreed,  on  their  part,,  not  to  enter  upon  any  negotiations  of 
peace,  or  even  a  truce,  without  the  confent  of  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty  5  to  aflbciate  the  king's  fubjeds  in  the  trade 
to  the  Eaft  Indies;  to  allow  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion to  the  French  ambaflador,  his  domeftics,  and  the  king's 
troops  ferving  in  the  provinces,  provided  this  was  done  in 
fo  private  a  manner  as  to  give  no  umbrage  to  the  profeflbrs 
of  the  eftabliOied  religion  of  the  provinces ;  and  to  revoke 
their  treaties  with  the  corfairs  of  Barhary,  At  the  fame 
time  the  ftates  contrafted  an  alliance  with  the  crown  of 
Sngiand,  which  never  proved  of  any  fervice,  unlefs  we  ex- 
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cept  the  opportunity  with  which  it  furniflicd  the  /ftiSw- 
dtrs^  of  gaining  poflcffion  of  fome  Englijh  fettlcments  in 
the  Eafl  Indies^  by  the  moft  infidious  and  barbarous  con- 
du£i:,  which  Jam^s  was  too  indolent  and  pufillanimous  to 
refent  \ 

What  rendered  the  Dutch  more  ^ager  to  fortify  them- 
Preparati'  ^^^^^^  ^7  alliances,  were  the  vaft  preparations  making  by 
ens  of  the  ^^^  Spaniards  and  the  archduchefs  iii  the  Netherlands y  where 
Spani-  it  was  reported  an  army  of  50,000  men  would  open  the 
ards.  campaign.     One  divifion  of  this  extraordinary  force,  was 

deftined  to  a6l  in  Brabant^  and  to  lay  fiege  to  Breda,  un- 
der the  conduct  of  Spinola,  It  confifted  of  26,000  in- 
fantry, and  5000  cavalry.  A  fecond  corps  of  9000  foot, 
and  3000  horfe,  under  the  CQunt  de  Berg^  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  fhould  attack  the  places  held  by  the  Dutch  and  the 
cleftor  of  Brandenburghy  in  the  duchies  of  fullers  and 
Cleves ;  while  a  third  body  was  to  form  a  flying  camp, 
and  make  inroads  into  the  provinces,  by  means  ^i  the 
Vaal  and  Meufe,  The  command  of  this  camp  was  af- 
figned  to  Juan  Bravo  de  Lagunas.  All  that  the  ftates 
could  oppofe  to  fo  formidable  an  army,  was  a  corps  con- 
fifting  of  1 3,000  infantry  and  4000  horfe,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  another 
of  6000  foot,  and  18  troops  of  dragoons,  conduced  by 
prince  Henry ^  but  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  Maurice.  The 
former  was  deftined  to  oppoie  Spinolay  and  the  latter  to 
cover  the  countries  which  the  count  de  Berg  was  directed 
to  invade.^  On  the  i6th  day  of  July,  Spiriola  quitted  Bruf- 
fels,  and  advanced  with  his  whole  army  towards  Heufden^ 
which  alarmed  Breda,  though  he  had  t^ken  every  mea- 
fure  to  conceal  his  real  defign  upon  that  city.  Jtifin 
Najjauy  the  natural  fon  of  IVilliam  prince  of  Orange,  wai 
governor  of  Breda;  he  fupplied'  the  garrifon  in  the  moft 
plentiful  manner  with  provifion  and  ammunition,  broke 
down  the  bridges  and  avenues  to  the  city,  ruined  the  fur- 
rounding  mills,  laiJ  the  adjacent  country  wafte,  and  de- 
ftroyed  whatever  could  prove  ufeful  to  the  enemy,  or  any 
way  affift  their  approaches.  Prince  Henry  ufed  the  fame 
precautions  for  the  fecurity  .of  Rees  and  Emmeric,  -and 
,  armed  the  peafants  to  defend  the  paffes.     In  the  month  of 

Auguji,  the  count  de  Berg  laid  fiege  to  Mundeherg,  garri- 
foned   by  Brandenburghers,    and    obliged   it  to    furrender. 
Thence  he  marched  to  Cleves,  which  fo  alarmed  the  gar- . 
rifon,  that,  retiring  to  the  citadel,  they  left  the  city  open 
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to  the  Spaniards^  upon  which  the  magiftrates  prcfented 
the  keys  to  the  Spanijb  general,  ^id  put  themfelves  under 
the  protedion  of  the  archduchefs.  Soon  after  the  citadel 
furrendered,  after  a  feeble  refinance;  and  the  vi£lorioui 
Spaniards^  without  regarding  their  promifes  to  the  magif- 
trates, obliged  the  townfmen  to  purchafe  an  exeinptioa 
from  being  pillaged,  at  an  enormous  price.  After  taking 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  archduchefs  from  the  inhabitants) 
the  count  formed  feveral  urrfuccefsful  enterprifes  againft 
Ravefteifi^  leaving  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Cleves.  HoWcver 
he  found  means  to  reduce  Griet  and  Genep,  before  he 
marched  (o  jpin  Spimla^  who  bad  by  this  time  invefted 
Predai     - 

This  citjr  was  among  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  confide-  Siege  of 
rable  places  in  the  Netherlands^  being  fortified  -with  the  ut-  Breda* 
moft  caution  an^  ability,  by  the  late  and  prefent  princes 
p^  Orange.  The  citadel,  which  formed  the  refidenccof 
the  princes  of  that  family,  was  furrounded  by  a  ditch  of 
prodigious  depth  and  height  filled  with  water,  and  a 
firong  wall,  defended  by  three  great  baftions.  The  arfe- 
nal  was  celebrated  for  its  extent,  and  the  vaft  quantities 
of  arms  and  military,  ftores  it  contained.  As  to  Spimla^ 
he  was  perfe<9tly  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  of  the  place, 
^^  thought  he  fliould  expofe  hi3  whole  army  to  immi- 
nent deft'rudion,  (hould  he  attempt  an  ailault,  before  he 
had  regularly  carried  on  his  approaches.  He  even  refolved 
upon  reducing  the  city  by  famine,  as  the  method  attended 
with  leaft  danger  to  hjs  army ;  and  accordingly  begun  with 
drawing  trenches  round  for  the  fpace  of  four  miles,  credt- 
ing  forts  and  redoubts  at  certain  diftances.  iFIe  eftablifhed 
hi«  head-quarters  at  Ginneken,  count  IJfemberg  was  pofted 
at  Haggeny  the  baron  de  Balanfon  at  Teteringen  and  Ter-^ 
hadeny  while  Baglioni  had  his  quarters  at  Conntbergy  extend- 
ing along  the  defcent  of  the  river  Marck,  over  which  ho 
had  formed  k  bridge  of  boats.  The  redoubts  f^tuated  be- 
tween the  quarters  of  Spinola  and  IJJimhergy  lying  betwixt 
the  rivers  Marck  and  ^Oy  were  defended  by  the  Italians 
and  the  I^anjqumeis  ;  from  thence  to  Baglioni's  quarters^ 
by  the  German  and  Trijh  auxiliaries  ;  along  to  the  quarters 
pf  Balanfony  by  the  Flemings  and  Walloons y  and  the  re- 
-  mainder  of  the  trenches  quite  to  that  of  Spinohy  were  de- 
fended by  the  Spaniards,  Such  was  the  difpofuipn  of  the 
befiegers;  every  thing  was  condudled  with  the  utmoft  re- 
gularity, and  the  court  of  Brujfels  entertained  the  moft 
languine  hope  of  fuccefs. 
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A.  D.      On  the  other  hand,  the  garrifon,  confiftingof  7000  in- 
1625.    fentJ^y*  and  feveral   traops   of  horfe,  compofed  of  EngUJh^ 
French^  and  Dutch  foldiers,  took  the  moft  vigorous  mea- 
fures  for  their  own  defence.      The  Engli/h  were  under 
the  command  of  co\onc\  Morgan^  who  had  frequently  dif- 
tinguifhed  his   vabur  in   the  fervice   of   the  Itates ;    the 
French  direfted  hy  colonel  de  Hauterive^    and  the  Dutch 
troops  were   fiibjeft  to  the   immediate  orders  of  colonel 
Lohre^  though  the   whole  received  their  inftruffcions  from 
,         Jujiin  Najfauy  the  governor.     The  French  were  oppofed  to 
the  quarters  of   Spinola^    the  Englijh  to  thofe  of  Baglioni 
and  Balanfon^  and  the   Dutch  troops  were   pofted  in  that 
part  of  the  city  which  viras  fronted  by  the  quarters  of  the 
count  de  IJfemherg,     In  this  manner  did  this  memorable 
fiege  commence.     The  firft  advantage  was  gained  by  Bag- 
lioniy  who  feized  a   large  convoy  of  provifions   and  ftores 
coming  up  the  river,  converting  the  boats  into  a  bridge. 
This  lofs  difpirited  the  beficged,  and  reduced  them  to  a 
flated  allowance  of  bread  j  however  they  were  encouraged 
by  the  return  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  Hague ^  after 
having  retaken  Clevesy  and   obliged  the  Spanijh  garrifon  to 
furrender  at  difcretion.      He  now  advanced  to    Werkam^ 
and  was  contriving  the  means  of  diverting  Spinolas  atten- 
tion from  the  fiege  of  Breda^  by  a  fecond   attempt  on  An- 
twerp^ which  likewife  mifcarricd,  juft  as   it  was   on  the 
p6int  of  execution,  though  planned  with  the  utmoft  cau- 
tion and  ability.     Already  the   Dutch  cavalry  had  gained 
pofleffion  of  all  the   avenues   to  the  city,   the  ditcli  was 
filled   with  boats,  and  feveral  ladders  applied  to  the  wMl? 
in  the  night,  when   a  Spanijh  centinel  difcovered  the  de-» 
fign.     Immediately  the  alarm  fpread,  the  garrifon  was  un- 
der arms,  and  the  governor  had  the    addrefs   to  order  a 
number  of  trumpets  and  warlike  inftruments  to  be  found- 
ed in  different  parts  of  the  city,  to  apprize   the  Hollanden 
that  he  flood  in  his  defence.     By  this  the   prince's  troops 
were  feized  with  a  pannic,  they  conceived  a  whole  army 
cnclofed   within,    they    abandoned   their   pofts  with  great 
precipitation,  and  were  deaf  to  all  Jilauriceh  intreaties  and 
menaces,    until    they    got   beyond    the    reach  of  danger. 
About  ten  days  after,  the  prince  prevailed  upon  his  troops 
to  refume  the  enterprize;  but   it  was   then  toe  late,  and 
he  perceived  before  he  could  approach  the  city,  that  the 
garrifon  was  prepared.     This  obliged  him  to  withdraw  bis 
army,   after  which  he  retired  to  the  Haguey  where  tare, 
chagrin,  and  difappointment,  brought  On  a  diforder  that 
ended  with  his  life,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age,  forty  of 
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which  had  been  conftantly  employed  in  the  ferVice  of  his 
country.     He  was  buried  at  Delji^    in   the   tomb  eredied  Prince 
for  his  father,    regretted  as  the  prefervcr  of  his  country,  Mau- 
and  admired  as  the  greateft  ilatefman  a^nd  warrior  of  his  rice's 
age.     Vigilant,    indefatigable,    penetrating,    cautious,  en*  deathand 
terprizing  and  fagacEous,   he  united  all  the    virtues  of  a  charaSer. 
general  and  herd,  with  the  knowledge  of  a  fcholar.     Par- 
ticularly learned  in  the  arts  belonging  to  the  cabinet   and 
the  field,  he  had  alfo  made  great  proficiency  in  thofe  more 
properly  within  the  fphere  of  the  gentleman  and  the  philo«      ' 
fopher.     He  had  a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts,  efpecially  draw- 
ing and  architefturc  j  but  his  principal  ftudy  was  engineer- 
ing, fortification,  and  thofe  branches  of  the   mathematics 
which  relate  to  the  military  art.    In  thefe  he  was  a  maf-     • 
ter,    having  proved    the  fpcculative   knowledge    by  long 
and  affiduous  practice.     His  camp  was  the  fchool  of  great 
oflicers,  where  perfons  of  the  higheft  diftinSion,  and  the 
beft  foldiers    in    France^    received    the   firft   principles  of 
education.     Ambition  was  jhis  prevailing  foible.     This  had 
led  him  into  fome  violences  inconfiftent  with  the  general 
tenor  of  his  conduft,  unpleafing  to  his  countrymen,  and 
almoft  deftruftive  of  liberty.     He  gave  birth  to  a  fa£lion, 
which  had  more  than  once  endangered  his  life,  that,  to 
this  day,  continues  to  divide  the  republic,  and  will  proba-     ' 
bly,  in  the  rcfult,  haften  the  diflTolution  of  the  government, 
the  fubjedion  of  the  provinces  to  fome  foreign  power,  the 
total  lofs  of  freedom,  and  that  natural  liberty  for  which 
the  Hollanders  had   fo  long  and   fo   ftrenuoufly  ftruggled. 
^  His  ambition,  however,  was  the  weaknefs  of  a  great  mind  ; 
it  fometimes  (haded,    but  never  concealed   his  extraordi- 
nary merit,  his  generofity  and  patriotifm ;  like  a  cloud  be-, 
fore  the  fun,  it  damped  the  ardour,  but  could  not  obfcure 
the  whole  radiance  of  his  glory  (A). 

While 

(A)  When   prince    Maurice  this    city,   which  compofed    a 

returned  to  the  Hague,  he  left  part  of  the  family-eftate,    cn- 

his  army  at  Ro/endal,  with  or-  creafed   his  malady,  and  acce- 

ders  that  prince  Henry  fhoald  lerated  his  death.     There  were 

join  it  with  his  corps,  and  the  only  three  particulars  refpefl- 

aaxiliariesexpe£led  fromFrance.  ing  his  military  conduct,  which 

The  inftruftions  to  Henry  were  to  he  wifhed  on  his  death-bed  had 

attempt  raifing  the  fiege  of  ^r^-  been  otherwiie.     He  repented 

da,  on  the  jundion  of  all  his  of  having  fought  the  battle  of 

forces ;  but  this  he  did  not  live  Nenvport,  which  though  it  add« 

to  fee  accompliihed,   and  the  ed  to  his  glory,  produced  no 

appreheafions  he  was  under  for  advantage 
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While    prince  Maurice  was  bufied   before  Jnttver^f 
while  he  lay  fick  at  the  Hague^  and  during, the  general 
^  defpondcricy  that  fucceededhis  death,  Spimla  profecuted  the 

Uferaft'    g^g^  ^^  gfrgj^  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  vigour.    Oa 
^£e  eof  ^  ^^^  pufhing  his   trenches  near  the  baftions,  the  bcfieged 
Brtda        bcga^  ^  terrible  fire  to  retard  his  approaches,  and  fuftained 
it  with  fuch  vehemence  and  obilinacy,  that-  Spinola  was  ia 
hopes  they  muft  foon  furrejider  for  want  of  ammunition. 
'    But  here  he  formed  a  falfe  judgment  of  the   prudence  of 
Juftin  Najfauj  who  finding  he  could   not  accompli(h  bis 
purpofe,  by  the  moft  terrible  firing  that  ever  was  kept  up, 
refolved  to  try  the  efFefl  of  water.    With  this  view,  he 
flopped  up    the  courfe  of  the  river  Marck^   and  having 
formed  a  large  bafon  of  water,  opened  the  fluices,  fwept 
away  men,  horfes,  and  houfes  in  an  inundation,  and  over* 
flowed   the  whole  country.    The  chief  force  of  the  tor- 
rent fell  upon  Spinola's  quarters,  and  he  exerted  his  utmoft 
ability  to  remove  the  confequcnces.    ,He  dug  up   large 
pits,  and  cut  out  ditches  and  canals  to  receive  the  water; 
but  thefe  being  filled,  and  ^  the  whole  ground  covered  over, 
fo   as  to  appear  one  uniform  mafs  of  water,  fervcd  only 
to  entrap  his  cavalry.      The   inundation  was  augmented 
by  the  rains  which  happened  to  fail,  only  the  count  of 
I/pmberg's  quarters  remained  fufficiently  dry  for  the  infan- 
try to  encamp  in;    a  mortality  among   the  foldiers  and 
horfes   enfued,  and  of  his  whole  army  Spinola  had   fcarce 
12,000  men  fit  for  fervice  by  the   month  of  Decembir, 
With  thefe  inconfiderable  remains,    lines  of   vaft  extent 
were  to  be  defended,  the  works  were  to  be  advanced,  the 
fallies  from   the   garrifon  repulfed,  provifions   to   be  con- 
veyed into  the  camp,  and  all  this  to  be  efFefted,  while  5^/- 
fiola^  who  was  the  very  foul  of  adion,  was  confined  to  a 
fick-bed. 

In  the  garrifon,  an  epidemical  difeafe  and  fcarcity,  like- 

wjfe  prevailed  ;  but  the  excellent   regulations  made,  and 

ftriaiy  obferved,  enabled   the  town  to  hold  out  three  or 

.  four  months  beyond  the  time  expedled.     The  magiftrates 

advantage  to  the  republic.     He  poflcffion  of  SpinoIa*s  quarter* 

blamed  himfelf  for  not  follow-  before  Br^da^  at  the  time  the 

ing    the   counfel    of^red   him  iiege   was    forming.      Hiftory 

when  he  reduced  ^luys^  of  laying  cannot  initance  fo  fevsr  errors  in 

under  water  the  towns  pofTeffcd  the  condudl  of  any  man,  who 

by  the  Spaniards,  on  ^e  Rhine  afted  at  the   head   of  an  army 

and  Meufe  ;  and  he  taxed  him-  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
(elf  fcverely;!   for   not  taking 
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bought  tbe  corn,  fold  it  to  the  bakers  at  a  certain  price, 
obliging  them  to  fell  the  bread  to  the  inhabitants  and  gar- 
rjfon  at  a  price  affixed,  and  returning  the  overplus  of  their 
pay  to  the  foldiers.  A  variety  of  other  prudent  regula- 
tions were  efiabliflied  by  the  magiftrates  and  governor, 
fuch  as  we  do  not  find  equalled  by  any  indances  record- 
ed in  hiilory,  upon  a  fimilar  occafion,  and  all  evincing 
the  fteadinefs,  fagacity,  courage  and  ability  of  Jujiin  Naf- 
fau^  A  kind  of  rivalfbip  appeared  between  him  and  Spi^ 
noky  which  ihould  beft  fulfil  their  feveral  duties.  The  Spa- 
nljh  general  had  himfelf  carried  about  the  works  in  a  lit- , 

^  ter,  he  infpedl'ed  and  direfted  every  thing,  and  difplayed    - 
the  adivity  of  full    health,  at   the  time  his  life   was  in 
imminent  danger  from  an  acute  malady.     He  Qrdered  feve- 

i  ral  breaches  in  the  lines  to  be  repaired,  which  the  Hoi-  ' 

landers  had  made  by  fap,  with  a  view  of  ir\troducing  fuc- 
cours  to  the  befieged^  and  drove  piles  into  all  the  ditches 
and  canals  through  which  their  boats  could  pafs.  He 
made  •drains,  to  clear  olF  the  waters  of  the  river  Marck^ 
^fucceeded  in  a  great  meafure,  and,  by  dint  of  perfeverance, 
vigilance,  and  conduft,  furmounted  the  greateft  obftfuc- 
tions.  He  vvas  now  reinforced  with  a  body  of  8000  foot, 
and  1 500  horfe,  many  of  the  fick  were  perfeftly  recover- 
ed by  liis  extreme  care,  and  his  army  again  was  formi- 
dable, aniounting  to  25,000  infantry,  and  8000  cavalry* 
Nor  was  prince  Henry  idle,  who  now  fucceeded  to  the 
titles  and  dominions  of  his  brother,  and  was  eleSed  go- 

.  vernor  of  Holland^  Ttealand^  Guelderland,  Utrecht^  and  Over- 
ryJJiL  He  prefTed  France  for  affiftance,"  and  was  joined  by 
a  body  of  cavalry  under  the  conduft  of  the  count  de  RouJ^' 
and  the  marquis  de  Rambures,  With  this  reinforcement, 
and  a  body  of  German  infantry,  he  attacked  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  after  an  obftinate  conflift  was  repulfed.  He 
advanced  a  fecond  time  j,  but  Spinola,  who  entertained  a 
high  opinion  of  his  valour  and  conduft,  did  not  chufe  to 
^ait  for  him  in  his  lines  ;  he  marched  out  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  army^  feizcd  upon  a  convenient  poft, 
and  obliged  the  prince  a  fecund  time  to  retire  towards 
Boijleduc,  Finding  no  profpcft  of  being  able  to  relieve'the 
garrifon,  he  fent  a  permiilion  to  the  governor,  to  furrender 
on  the  beft  conditions  he  could  obtain.  This  plan,  which 
"^as  figned  with  no  name,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  be- 
fiegers,  and  Spinola  fent  it  open,  by  a  trumpet,  to  JuJlln 
^^[fauy  offering  him  an  honourable  capitulation ;  but  that 
intrepid  governor  fufpefting  the  letter  was  forged,  becaufe 
it  was  anonymous,  replied  civilly,  that  a  permiffion  was 
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not  an  order  to  furrender ;  and  that  he  fhould  better  foIW 
the  prince  of  Oranges  intention,  and  fliew  his  refped  for 
Spinokiy  by  continuing  to  defend  the  city  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. 

^  By  this  time  the  garrifo^  was  diminifhed;  by  difeafe,  fa- 
tigue, want,  and  hardfhip,  to  half  the  number ;  but  Juf- 
tin  put  on  fuch  a  countenance,  as  concealed  his  fituacion 
from  Spinolai  He  frequently  fallied  out  upon  Bagltonh 
quarters,  where  the  Italians  were  perifhing  with  cold  and 
hunger,  the  whole  fubfiftence  of  the  befiegers  depend- 
ing on  the  contributions  raifed  in  the  neighbouring  teni- 
tories.  This  produced  a  mutiny  in  the  camp,. that  could 
not  be  appeafed  without  applying  violent  remedies,  and 
executing  within  fight  of  the  whole  army  the  chief  ring- 
leaders. One  of  the  mutineers  blew  up  Spinola's  chief 
magazine,  valued  at  200,000  Hvres.  Urged  more  by  ne- 
ceffity  than  compaffion  for  the  befieged,  Spinoh  fent  a 
meflage  to  the  governor,  exhorting  him  not  to  force  him 
to  extremities,  which  might  be  attended  with  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  a  brave  garrifon ;  but  Jujlin^  with  equal  art  and 
diffimulation,  anfwered,  that  Sptnola  was  certainly  ill  fer- 
ved  by  his  fpies,  as  he  appeared  wholly  unacquainted  with 
the  ftate  of  aflFairs  in  Breda^  which  was  fully  provided 
for  a  fiege  of  feveral  months,  and  defended  by  foldiers 
who  preferred  death  to  the  neceffity  of  furrendering.  At 
that  time  the  befieged  were  not  informed  of  the  death  of 
the  prince  of  Orange^  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  fpeedy  fuccour,  and  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
prince  Henrfs  late  difappointment.  They  wrote  to  the 
army  an  fccount  of  their' miferable  condition  ;  and  Henrj 
returned  an  anfwer,  written  with  his  own  hand,  and  figned 
with  his  name,  apprifing  them  of  the  death  of  Maurice^ 
the  unfuccefsful  attempts  made  to  raife  the  fiege,  and 
throw  in  fuccours,  the  great  inferiority  of  his  troops  in 
point  of  numbers,  the  death  of  king  yames,  whereby  he 
was  difappointed  of  a  ftrong  reinforcement;  concluding, 
that  he  left  the  city  entirely  to  the  difcretion  of  the  gover- 
nor, and  other  principal  officers.  The  contents  of  this 
letter  ftruck  Jujitn  like  a  thunder-clap.  He  had  hitherto 
artfully  concealed  the  total  want  of  provifion  and  ammu- 
nition from  the  enemy,  and  his  own  garrifpn,  except  a 
kvf  officers,  and  other  perfons  in  whom  he  repofed  con- 
fidence. The  colonels  Hauterive  and  Morgan  would 
liften 'to  no  proportions,  faying,  that  the  honour  of  their 
feveral  countries  were  concerned,  and  that  they  were  rc- 
fponfible  for  the  conduct  of  the  Englijh  and  Brmh  forces; 
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Thfey  therefore  required  an  exprefs  order  from  the  prince 
oi  Orange  to  furrehder,  notwithftanding  they .  pinejj  under 
the  united  preflurc  of  fatigue,  fcareity,  and  difeafc.  Juf^ 
tin  acquainted  the  prince  with  their  refolution^  and  be 
fent  back  an  order  to  furrender^  threatening  \i^ith  (:a|5ital 
punifliment  whoever  ihould  difobcy  \  but  he  re^uefted  that 
the  garrifon  would  iirft  acquaint  him  by  a  ccjtain  nuni- 
ber  of   fircsj  lighted  nip   in    different  parts   of -the    city,  • 

how  R^any  days  they  fliould  be  able  to  hold  out.  Upon 
receipt  of  this  order,  eleven  fires  were  kindled  j  but  as  the 
prince  had  fent  a  duplicate  of  the  order  by  the  other  mef- 
feoger^  and  this  fell  into  the  hand$  of  the  enemy,  Spi- 
nola  was  now  acquainted  with  thedefperate  circumilances 
of  the  befieged.  By  this  he  likeweife  difcovered  the  myf- 
tery  of  the  eleven  fires  :  a  council  of  war  was  afiembled 
to  deliberate  whether  they  (hou!|}  ftav  the  eleven  days, 
and  then  oblige  the  garfifon  to  furrenaer  at  difcretion,  or 
immediately  offer  conditions  worthy  of  fo  brave  a  corps. 
The  Spanift)  oHicers  were;  of  the  former  opinion  j  the  count 
de  Berg  and  Spinola  fupported  the  latter.  At  laft  the 
marquis,  determined  to  purfue  the  dictates  of  his  noble 
gencrofity,  fent  fuch  terms  as  could  not  be  refufed.  The 
count  de  Berg  conduded  the  negotiation.  Two  feparate 
capitulations  were  di;^wn  up^  one  for  the  garrifon,  and  the 
other  for  the  city,  and  both  the  mod  honourable  and  ad-  ' 
vantageous  that  could  be  devifed.  They  were  accepted,* 
and  the  garrifon  marched  out  on  the  6th  of  June^  after 
fuftaining  a  fiege  for  ten  months,  whereby  they  were 
diminifhed  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  troops  with  which 
th^  began  the  fiege  3  nor  was  the  lofs  inferior  oij|  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants.  Spinola  drew  up  his  armp  to  falutc 
them,  and  furrounded  by  his  field-officers,  paid  particu- 
lar compliments  to  the  governor,  the  colonels  Morgan^ 
Himterive^  and  Lohre*  He  diflributed  money  amoqg  thd 
foldiers,  ordered  the  fick  and  wounded  to  be  treated  witli 
the  utmoft  tendernefs,  conveyed  the  reft  in  the  manner 
moft  commodious  for  them  to  Geriruydenburghy  and  dif- 
played  all  the  fentiments  of  a  hero  in  the  regard  paid  to 
the  valour  and  merit  of  Ms  enemies.  In  honour  to  tlie  BretiajKr- 
memory  of  prince  Maurice,  he  refigned  the  command  af-  renders 
ter  this  memorable  fiege,  fufficiently  contented  with  hav-  ^wSpi- 
ing  fet  bounds  to  the  conquers  pf  that  great  generaJ,  upon  nolar^- 
whom  fortune  fecmed  to  frown  for  the  two  lalt  years  of  his  Jtgfti. 
life^, 

^  Lfi  CtERe,  torn.  i.     NuviLtB,  tool.  1.  paffim.      L;a  vie 
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♦   The  furrcnder  of  Breda  was  matter  of  the  hlgheft  (a- 
tlsfadion  to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Bruffeh^  rejoicings 

'  were  made  all  over  the  Spamjh  Netherlands^  and  the  arch- 
duchefs,  with  her  whole  court,  fet  dut  for  the  new  con- 
•queft,  into  which  (he  made  her  public  entrance.  She  con- 
firmed the    privileges  granted   by   Spinola  to  the  inhabi- 

■  tants;  and  appointing  BalanfOHj  furnamed  Timber  Leg,  bc- 

caufe  -he  had  loft  that  Irmb  at  the  fiege  of  O/iend^  governor, 

'     ^(he  returned  to   Brujfels.     Such-   a   profufion   of  civilities 

'  were  poured  out  on  the  inhabitants  of  Breda  by  Sfinola^ 
that  the  ftates  general  began  to  be  alari^ed  at  his  condud, 
fufpefting    he   meant    by    his   kindnefs    to  fcduce  other 

'  towns  from  their  allegiance ;  but  Spinola  was  aduated 
merely  by  motives  of  generofity.  He  admired  and  re- 
warded their  conftancy  and  fidelity,  and  fimply  followed 
the  impulfe  of  humanity,  without  a  view  to  policy.    HoW- 

»€ver  the  ftates  prohibited  their  fubjefts  from  all  intcr- 
courfe  and  commerce  with  Breda^  which  obliged  the  arch- 
duchefs  to  rene^  for;ner  edifts,  whereby  all  the  Spmfii 
Netherlands  were  ftriftly  e^ijoined  to    maintain  no  corrc- 

^  fpondence,'  commerce,*  or  coftnedlion  with  the  United  Prt* 
vinces.    The  prefent  edift  differed  only   in  one  circum- 

-ftance.  In  all  former  ordonances,  the  Dutch  were  termed 
rebels   and  traitors ;    here  they  were  fimply  called  eoc- 

:  mies. 
••  .  '  With  this  fiege  ended  ithe  campaign  in  the  Nethtf' 
^ran/a  -  ^^^'  '^^®  V^^^  ^^^  '^^  '^^^  fuccefsful  in  naval  tranfac- 
anjac'  ^j^j^g^  ([^^^  j^  military  operations  by  land.  Here  the  DutA 
were  more  fiiccefsful.  After  the  affair  of  Lima^  admiral 
Hermit  purfued  his  courfe  to  the  coaft  of  Chili^  with  in- 
tention to  amufe  the  enemy,  to  perfuade  them  that  he  had 
dropt  all  further  defigns  on  Peruy  and  likewife  to  cruize  ) 

"'  for  the  plate-fleet,  which  he  expeded  would    fet  fail  by  | 
the  month  of  December.     Being  difappointed   in  this  \m 
proje£l  by  the  falfe  information  of  a  Spani/h  pilot,' he  return-  i 
cd  to  Callaoy  manned  eighteen  boats,  entered  the  harboiff,  \ 
burned  nineteen  Caracca  (hips,  a  great  number  of  frigates,  I 

'  and  was  on  the  point  of  taking  a  galleon,  valued  at  two  ' 
millions  of  pieees  of  eight,  when  he  was  difcovered  by  Ac 
li2;ht  of  the  fire  from  the  (hips.  Above  an  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon  were  pointed  againft  him,  and  plied  with  (beh 
fury  that  he  was  forced  40  retreat.  A'  fecond  attempt 
was  made  next  day ;  but  the  ftrong  rein^rcement  fent  by 
the  governor  of  Lima  rendered  it  fruitlefs  j  and  Hermt  4- 

.  'redSi  his  courfe  to  Guayaquily  the  ,lnoft  commodious  Jiar- 
bour  in  Pfru.i  where  ah  immenfetreaiire  is  alwaiys  lodged, 
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mjjr  to  be  fhipped  on  board  the  galleons.  Here  he  cm- 
barked  hFs  troops,  defeated  the  Spanifij  army,  took  the 
town,  and  feized  the  treafure ;  but,  on  his  departure,  unfor-; 
tunately  fet  fire  to  the  place,  which  fb  incenfed  the  inhabi- 
tants, that,  in  defpair,  they  took  arms,  purfued  the  admi- 
ral, killed  500  of  his  men,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  with  . 
precipitation,  the  lo(s  of  his  nephew,  and  great  part  of 
his  booty.  Determined,  if  poflible,  to  revenge  this  difgrace. 
Hermit  returned  a  third  time  to  CaHao,  and  plianned  fuch  a 
fcheme  as  muft  have  inevitably  deftroyed  the  great  galleon, 
which  lay,  like  a  floating  caftLe,  in  the  harbour  j  but  his 
projeft  was  betrayed  to  the  viceroy,  by  two  Greeks^  who' 
deferted  to  the  enemy.  Thus  difappointed  of  the  main 
objedl  of  his.  purfuit,  though  upon  the  whole  extremely  • 
fucccfsful,  the  brave  admiral  fell  into  a  fit  of  melancholy,- 
and, died  with  chagrin  ;  upon  which  the  command  devol- 
ved on  his  vice-admiral  John  HugueSy  who  contented  him- 
felf  with  cruifing  for  the  plate-ftiips,  between  Lima  and 
Panama^  in  which  he  proved  «xtremely  fortunate. 

Matters  went  more  untowardly  in  Brajilj  where  the 
Dutch  fleet  had  been  lately  fo  fuccefsful.  The  reduction  of 
St.  Salvador  was  efteemed  in' Holland  the  moft  important  ac- 
^uifition  made  during  the  war,  as  it  paved  the  way  to  the 
conquefl:  of  all  Bra^l  i  but*as  the  Spaniards  placed  an  equal 
value  upon  this  town,  they  omitted  nothing  that  could  re* 
eftabliOi  them  in  the  pofliefEon.  At  the  very  time  when  ad- 
iniral  Willekens  returned  to  Europe^  imagining  he  had  fully 
provided  for  the  fecurity  of  St.  Salvador ^  by  leaving  a  ftrong 
garrifon  of  2000  men,  fix  men  of  war,  feveral  frigates,  and 
great  ftore  of  provifion  and  ammunition  ;  the  Spaniards  vvere 
Quipping  a fquadron  of  56  fail,  un^tv  Frederic  deToledoy  to 
drive  the  Hollanders  out  of  Br>tjil:  This  fleet,  manned  with 
i2,00O  foldiers  and  mariners,  arrived  before  the  town  abou£ 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  laid  fiege  in  form  ;  Toledo^  de- 
barking with  the  Jand-forces,.  while  Juan  Faxardo  was  left 
.With  the  fleet  to  block  up  the  harbour.  The  garrifon  made 
feveral  brifk  fallies  to  obftruft  his  approaches,  but  Toledo 
fuftairied  them  with  vigour,  watched  every  motion  and  op- 
l>ortunity  diligently,  plied  his  cannon  with  great  fpirit  and 
.ability;  and  at  iaft  effeded  a  breach,  juft  as  Faxardo  had 
deftroyed  feveral  ftiips,  and  reduced  the  marine^  to  fuch 
djftrefs,  that  the  fsiilors  mutinied.  In  thefe  circumilances  Vaii 
Dort  died  of  a  fever,  contfiifted  from  the  exceflive  fatigue 
of  the  fiege,  and  the  heat  of  the  climate.  This  encreafed 
fte  difordcr  in  the  fleet  and  the  army.  The  Dutch  failors 
Oitrched  in  a  body  to  lay  fiege  to  the  new  governor,  becaufd 
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rcfufed  to  furrenJer  j  which  obliged  him  to  capitulate,  ana 
march  out  of  tiTe  town,  without  being  allowed  the  honours 
of  war;  for^Toledo  had  no  idea  of  difplaying  the  gallantry  of 
Spinola.  The  garrifon  were  tranfpor ted  to /fc&W,  loaded 
.with  infaipy,  and  the  execrations  of  their  countrymen,  fo? 
having,  by  their  own  mifconduS,  occafioned  the  mifcarriage 
of  the  moft  confiderable  enterprife  formed  by  the  Weji  Inia 
company.  All  the  foldiers  and  mariners  were  difmiffed  the 
fervicc,  and  whipped  out  of  the  army  ;  fcveral  of  the  offi- 
cers were  caftiiered,  rendered  incapable  of  fervice,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  live  in  difgrace  and  obfcurity  j  and  the  new  governor 
alone  was  promoted,  for  the  perleverance  and  fteadinefs 
.  with  which  he  adhered  to  his  duty,  under  fuch  embarrafliog 
ctrcumflances ;  but  his  name  is  not  recorded  '. 
Thfiates  '  Meantime  the  ftates  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Frmcl 
'^JJiftin  king,  whereby  they  agreed  to  aflift  him  with  a  fleet  to  op- 
opprejjing  prefs  his  proteftant  fubjefts,  and  block  up  the  fea-ports  held 
^  //^^  French  by  the  Hugomts,  The  prince  de  Soubize,  and  his  brother 
protefiaiits  the  duke  oi  Roha^^  remonftrated  to  them  on  the  iniquity  of 
a/lifting  a  tyrant  to  opprefs  fubjeds  of  the  fame  religion  pro- 
fefTed  in  the  United  Provinces^  whofe  fole  crime  was,  that 
they  would  not  fign  articles  againft  their  confciefnce,  and 
profefs  a  mode  of  faith,  which  they  deemed  little  better 
than  idolatrous.  The  cities  of  Roban,  the  towns  of  Moti- 
tauban^  Cajires^  and  a  variety  of  other  places,  fent  deputies 
to  Holland^  exhorting  the  ftates  not  to  enter  upon  a  meafurc 
fo  inconllftent  with  confcience,  honour,  charity,  and  eveij 
principle  of  humanity  ;  they  protefted  they  would  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  accommodate  matters,  and  only  re- 
quefted  that  the  ftates  would  refrain*  from  hoftilities,  until 
the  iflue  of  the  negotiations  now  on  foot  was  decided.  The 
catholic  writers  accufe  the  prQteftants  of  tergiverfation ; 
they  alledge,  that  the  prince  de  Soubizey  while  the  treaty 
was  depending,  and  after  the  ftates  general  had  confented 
to  defer  hoftilities,  fet  fail  to  attack  the  combined  fleet  of 
France  and  Holland.  According  to  them,  he  puflied  thro 
the  French  lincy  and  attacked  the  Dutch  admiral  in  the  rear; 
who,  after  defending  himfelf  with  great  valour,  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  blown  up**.  The  truth  is,  the  ftates  general 
were  determined  to  gain  the  French  king  to  their  intereft,b/ 
the  moft  diflionourable  conceflions.  He  had  confented  to 
augment  his  army  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  they,  in  return, 
ftipulated  to  employ  their  fleet  againft  the  Hugonots,  Th^J 
promifed  the  proteftant  deputies  every  thing  they  required 

^  Lb  Clerc,  ibid*  ♦     *"  Nuvillb,  torn.  ii.  p»  i^* 
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and  had,  at  the  fame  time,  difpatched  fecret  orders  to  their 
admiral  to  join  the  iieur  de  Manty^  the  king's  admiral  "*  It 
was  this  junction,  and  certain  motions  made  by  the  com- 
bined fleet,  that  alarmed  the  prince  de  Soubtze^  and  occa- 
fioned  the  breach  of  armiftice  of  which  he  is  accufed.  Th^  , 
ftatcs  laboured  to  vindicate  tbemfelves,  by  throwing  the 
blame  on  the  Rocbellers  ;  but  time  has  not  been  able  to  wafl> 
out  this  {lain  on  the  reputation  of  a  proteftant  republic,  then 
waging  a  bloody  war  on  account  of  religion. 

Nor  did  this  difgraceful  treaty  end  in  the  fingle  misfor-    ^^  j) 
tune  of  a  defeat.     It  was  always  difliked  by  the  populace  in     1626.' 
HpUandy  who  generally  pufli  their  notions  of  religion,  ho- 
nour,   and  friendlhip,  to  a  greater  degree  ef  enthufiafm 
than  their  fuperiors.     The  clergy  in  general,  too,  favoured  1 

the  Hugonots.  Some  divines  were  fo  bold  as  to  declaim 
from  the  pulpit  againft  the  late  treaty  with  France.  '  In  par-  . 
ticular,  the  minilter  of  the  French  church  at  Amjierdam  dif- 
tinguilhed  his  zeal,  and  fo  animated  the  people,  that  they 
ran  in  a  tumultuous  manner  from  church  to  the  houfe  of 
Hauiein^  the  admiral,  which  they  pillaged  and  deftroyed. 
They  next  p^iinted.  their  refentmenf  againft  the  friends  of 
admiral  Bruckj  a  commander  in  the  late  engagement ;  many 
of  whom  they  infulted  and  beat  in  the  ftreets.  .  Thefe  dif- 
orders  were  not  oppofed  by  the  ftates,  who  were  therefore 
fufpeaed  by  the  French  of  co^miving  at  them ;  though,  in 
fadt,  they  were  prevented  from  exerting  their  authority, 
from  4n  apprehenfion  of  a  general  infurredion. 

The  lols  of  Breda^  and  the  powerful  army  maintained 
by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands^  rendered  it  neceflary  to 
divide  their  forces,  and  fupport  ManfveUt^  notwithftanding 
he  proved  fo  troublefome  and  expenhve  an  ally.  Perceiving 
that  his  forces  were  daily  decreafmg  by  numerous  defertion, 
jhe  ftates  fent  commiffioners  to  Emmeric  to  review  the  re- 
maining troops.  They  were  found  to  amount  to  5000  foot 
and  Z2O0  irregular  horfe,  which  were  to  be  augmented  to  a 
corps  of  8000  ftrong,  to  aft,  in  conjunftion  with  the  troops 
of  Denmark^  againft  the  imperial  army  in  Lower  Saxony.  Manf- 
While  JUanfveldt  was  employed  in  making  levies,  the  bi-  veldt's 
ihop  of  Halher^adty  wiih  a  detachment  of  four  troops  o{  incurftojo^ 
ijorfe  and  600  mufketeers,  made  a  feint  motion  towards 
Brabant^  and,  wheeling  fuddenly  round,  furprifed  the  town 
of  Qrdinguenj  which  he  facked  and  pillaged.  Soon  after 
Manfb^dt^  having  completed  his  corps,  and  received  a  xfiti'- 
(otccmttit  of  2000  Hollanders^  trz\ ttf^iiWeJlphalia^  rayage4 

•  Yid.  Remonft.  de  due  da  Rohan. 

S3,  «bf 


tiSz  The  Hifitry  of  the  Umted  Provinces,  ' 

th€  bifhopRu:  of  OfnabUfg^  and  defolatcd  the  territories  of  th'i 
duke  of  Lunenburgby  bccaufe  that  prince  had  declined  acceding 
to  the  league  formed  by  the  princes  of  Lower  Saxony.  After- 
wards, iij  conjun6\\onmth  Hfllberjiadt^  he  cut  in  pieces  adcr 
tachmefit  of  500  Croats.  From  this  time,  to  the  eve  of  the 
fuccceding  year,  "Manjoeldt  adkd  fcparate  from  the  Dutch 
forces.  He  found  means,  however,  by  the  remittances  d 
the  ftates,  to  augment  his  army  to  12,000  men,  with  a  train 
of  30  pieces  of  cannon  ;  with  which  force  he  penetrated  in- 
to Ufper  Saxony^  took  Zerhft  by  efcalade,  and  put  the  garri- 
fon  to  the  fword.  He  then  (|)read  terror  to  the  very  heart 
^  '     of  Silefta)  but  his  infantry  being  cut  in  pieces  by  tValkftein^ 

in  an  aftion  ne^r  the  bridge  of  Dejfau^  he  marched  with  his 
cavalry  to  the  marche  of  Brandenburgh^  where  hfe  began  to 
recruit  his  army.     All  this  while  the.  biftiop  of  Haiberftadt 
jvas  making  a  powerful  diverfion  on  the  Wefer^  and  harraf- 
fing  count  "Tilly-i  the  Bavarian  general's  ^rmy,  that  great  ge- 
neral being  himfelf  confined  by  ficknefs.     The  bjfliop  pro- 
fited by  the  opportunit}f;  he  hovered  continually  on  the  flcirts 
cf  the  imperial  army^    deftroyed  their  forage,  cut  ofF  their 
convoys,  fkjrmilhed  with  their  detachments,  and  proved  a 
very  troublefome  enemy  j  when  he  was  feized  with  an  ar- 
dent feveir*  of  which  he  died  at  JVolfembutiU^  to  jthe  cxcef- 
five  joy  of  all  the  inhabitants  qf  the  furrounding  countries^ 
who  regarded  the  prelate  as  the  fcourge  pf  the  catholic  reli- 
gion, and  a  very  Anti-Chrift. 
JtevHfal        The  ftates  were  forceJ  to   aflt  defenfively  during  this 
cfreligi*    whole,  year,   which  produced   nothing  memorable.    The 
PUS  4^-      ciyil  divifions  which  again  appeared  in  the  provinces,  ob- 
t^fs  in     Ijged  them  td^ly  chiefly  on  the  vigour  of  their  partizan  al- 1 
r\^^)^^^'!  lies.     Notwithftanding  the  people  already  taft^  the  fweet$  I 
of  prince  Henrfs  gentle,  moderate,  and  prudent  govcrn- 
inent,  the  ^rminian  party,  animated  by  the  death  ofAfaurice, 
formed  a  defign  of  rcvengipg  their  late  fufferings  ;  and  by 
the  exhortations  of  Uieir  b^niflied  brethren,  beg^  again 
to  revive,  and  fhew  their  implacable  hatred  to  the  houfcof 
\Prange,     The  more  moderate  among  them,  however,  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  on  the  party  to  try  the  effeds  of  more 
gentle  meafures,  by  foothing  tbe  prince,  and  requefting  that 
they  might  experience  that  favour  which  they  had  reafon  (4 
pxpeft  from  his  repeated  intimations,    tlenry^  out  of  relbcfl 
to  his  brother's  memory,  and  from  an  apprehenfion  qf  dif- 
obliging  the  ftates,  paid  little  regard  to  their  remonftranccs: 
JHe  contented  himfelf  with  general  teftimonies  of  weem  foi 
-^ugo  Grotiusy  then  at  Parisy  and  with  releafing  from  confine' 
pent  Hoogerbfrty  penfionery  of  Leyden.  It  is  j/fn  iuppofed  thft 
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1^.  contrived  at  the  freih  perfecution  commenced  in  Jn^tfrdami 
and  Leydm  againft  this  unhappy  party.  Here  fome  peribns; 
of  confideration  in  the  government  propofed,  wholly  to^fup-. 
prefs  Arminianifm,  and  by  prohibiting  even  the  private  ex-> 
ercife  of  the  woribip  profefled  by  the  fed,  and  obliging  them. 
tOv  fabfcribe  to  certain  articles  drawn  up  by  the  national, 
church,  at  one  blow  to  crufb  a  faction  which  had  caufed  fo 
much  trouble  to  the  republic^.  Thefe  meafures  were 
pushed  with  violence ;  they  were  oppofed  by  all  men  of  un- 
derftanding,  as  equally  unjuft  and  impolitic  ;  yet  poffibly  the^ 
debate  might  have  given  birth  to  a  civil  war,  had  not  the 
general  attention  been  feafonably  diverted  by  a  more  impor^ 
tentobjefft. 

-  The  great  preparations  of  the  Spaniards  rendered  it  ne- 
€efiar]s  that  the  ftates  (hould  z8t  with  the  utmoft  vigour  audi 
unanimity;.  The  departure  of  Spimla  from  the  Netherlands^ 
gave  the  prince  of  Orange  great  hopes  he  (hould  be  able, 
to  retrieve  the  lolles  of  the  laft  campaign.  He  laboured  di- 
ligently t.3  put  the  army  on  the  beft  footing,  and  had  ac»- 
luallv  fcrn^pd  a  corps  of  16,000  foot  and  4000  cavalry^ 
which  he  commanded  in  perfon;  together  with  another  bodyi 
of  forces  under  the  condufl  of  count  Emeft  Cajimiry  of  1 2,ooa 
foldiers.  With  this  force  the  count  invelted  Uldenzeely  which 
he  reduced  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  tho'  defended  by  thi^ 
famous  Monele^  a  native  oi  Framhe  Comte^  in  whom  the 
arcbduchefs  had  the  utmoft  confidence,  as  he  was  the  par- 
ticular favourite  of  Spimla,  On  his  fide,  the  prince  of 
Orang£  encamped  near  Cronenhirgb^  made  a  motion  as  if  Ym 
propofed  laying  fiege  to  Weffd^  and.ere£led  a  fort  near 
Iffilhutgh^xo  oh^XM^  the  works  carried  on  by  the  Spaniards^ 
to  cut  a  canal  from  Rhtmberg  to  Venlp,  His  great  defign 
was,  to  reduce,  fort  Rieldrechty  on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders  ; 
for  which  purpofe,  leaving  the  main  army  under  the  direc<^ 
tion  of  count  Surum^  he  embarked  a  confiderable  detach^- 
mcnt  in  400  boats,  colleded  on  the  Vaal^  and  fet  out  on 
the  enterprife,  which  was  fruftrated  by  the  (ballownefs  of 
the  river,  in^onfec^uence  of  a  great  drought.  This  expe-p 
dition  was  fucceeded  by  another  againft  Linghen^  in  Weft-' 
phaliay  which  likewife  proved  unfortunate.  He  now  prer 
pared  to  oppofe  with  his  whole  army,  the  attempt  to  open 
a  paflage  between  the  Mm/e  and  the  Rhine.  During"  ht9 
•ibfence,  however,  Stirum  was  attacked,  defeated,  and  takea 
prifong^r,  by  the  count  de  Berg^  who  with  an  army  covered 
th^  W0Jr4&*    The  conflid'  was  bloody,  and  the  chief  adv;|iV9 
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tagc  the  enemy  could  boaft  was,  that  they  made  the  ^irfflSi 
general  prifoner«;  and  retired  from  the  Dutch  camp  without 
being  purfued,  with  about  four  pieces  of  cannon.    So  un- 
expe<aed  a  blow  could  not  fail  of  difconcerting  the  prince's 
meafures  5  it  likewife  encouraged  the  Spaniards  to  form  aO" 
other  proje<a,  little  lefs  important  than  the  (urprifing  count 
Stirum^s  camp.     Spinola,  who  had  not  yet  quitted  the  Nt- 
The  Spa-    tberlandsy  advifed  an  attempt  upon  Sk^s,   Count  lfcr»,  with 
niards  di-  a,  dhotce  body  of  troops,  W4S  detached  upon  this  bufinefs, 
featedin    ^ith  orders  to  feize  upon  the  harbour,  the  fate  of  which 
an  at'      ,  ^^^  determine  that  of  the  town  j  as  cutting  oflF  all  com' 
tmpt  on     munication  would  effcdually  reduce  the  garrilbn  to  the  nc- 
P  *?^^'        ceiEty  of  furrendering  ;  but  the  vigilance  of  the  centincb 
difconccrted  the /whole  fcheme,  juft  on  the  point  of  execu- 
tion.    The  foldier,  firing  his  pitce  on  the  apnroach  of  the 
Spaniards^  alarmed  the  garrifof^;  ail  flew  to  the  ramparts; 
the  count  perceived  he  was  difcovercd  5  but,  determining  tq 
pufh  his  way,  he  approached  quite  to  the  draw-bridge,  axxl 
Wa^  there  faluted  with  fuch  a  volley  of  grape*lhot  as  put  bis 
party  in  diforde'r,   and    obliged  him  to  retreat  with  pre- 
cipitation, his  lofs  amounting  to  fpur  hundred  men,  killed 
on  the  foot. 

At  this  time  Spinok  was  at  Dunkirk^  waiting  the  iffue  of 
the  attempt  on  Sluys.  He  was  greatly  tr.onified  to  fytd  it 
had  mifcatried,  and  fpoke  with  refentmcnt  of  the  raflinefs  of 
the  count  in  cxpofing  his  men  to  certain  death,  after  he 
was  difcovercd.  This  made  him  advife  the  Spamards  id 
moderate  their  joy  on  account  of  the  prince  o^Orange*^  late 
difappointments,  which  had  mifcarrieid  through  mere  acci- 
dent ;  their  lofies,  he  faid,  arofe  from  mifcondu(9:  p.  It  was 
here  the  court  of  Spain  had  ereSed  an  admiralty,  of  which 
Spinola  was  prefident.  The  new  college,  eager  to  diftin- 
>  guifh  its  zeal^  equipped  a  fquadron,  on  oc'cafion  of  the  ru[>- 

'  iure  with  England,  attacked  the  combined  6cets  of  jSngknd 

knd  Hollandy  deftroyed  four  (hips  of  war,  and  carried  » 
great  number  of  prizes  into  Dunkirk  ;  but  the  Dutch  foon  rc» 
jpaired  the  lofs  and  difgrace,  by  the  defeat  and  capture  of 
the  large  galleons,  fitted  out  as  men  of  war ;  and  feveral  ad* 
yantages  obtained  over  count  Philip  de  Manfveldt. 

ThE"  more  efFeftually  to  ftop  the  courfes  pf  the  Dim' 
iiriersj  he  ftates  provided  a  fleet  of  fifty  cruifers  in  Holland 
and  Zealand,  to  which  Lewis  XllU  joined  feven  large  mca 
jpf  war,  the  fineft  ever  built  in  France.  Spinola  endeavoured 
Jo  provide  for  the  fec.urity  of  all  the  ports  which  he  feared 
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ttS^ht  be  infuhed  ;  and  carefully  concealing  from  the  prince 
pt  Orange  the  fcarcity  of  money,  madd  fuch  efforts  as  greatly 
exceeded  expedation,  and  encreai'ed  the  reputation  he  al- 
ready acquired  fol*  aftivity  and  addrefs  in  the  raoft  -difficult 
conjundures.  The  troops  which  he  ordered  to  file  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  provinces,  alarmed  the  ftates  general  for 
Bergen-cp-zaom,  Grave,  and  Flujhing,  into  which  they  put 
ftrong  garrifons>  fupplying  them  with  abundance  of  provi- 
^on  and  military  ftores. 

As  foon  as  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  would  permit,  the        , 
prince  of  Orange  advanced  with  bi«  army  between  Nimegueti    A.  D, 
and  Jrnheim*      This   obliged  the   Spaniards  to  recall  the    1(^21, . 
prince  of  Jffemburghy  after  he  had  been  detached  with  2000 
mentojoin  count  T'/Vi^,  in  Lower  Saxony^  againft  the  forces 
of  Denmark  and  the  circle.     It  was  fuppofed  the  prince 
would  undertake  the  fiege  of  Wejfel\  to<  prevent  which  the 
eount  de  Berg  approached   to  Gueldres,     Henry,  however, 
either  had  no  defign  upon  WeJ]el,  or  he  dropped  it,  in  order  Prince 
to  inveft  Grell,  a  town  the  moft  conveniently  fituate^  for  Henry 
the  obtaining  a  clear,  undifputable  frontier.     Succcfs  in  the  reduces 
enterprife  would  likewife  deprive  the  Spaniards  of  a  place  Groil. 
cxtreqtiely  conveniently  fituated  for  laying  the  adjacent  ter* 
ritories  o^  Overyjfel,  Drent,  Tweni,  Groningen,  and  Frifelandy 
under  contribution.     Thirty  years  before  Groil  had    been 
reduced   by  prince   Maurice ;  was  retaken  by  Spinola  ten 
years  after  5  and  now  was  befieged  by  prince  Henry,  with  an 
jirmy  comppfed  of  168  companies  of  infantry,  55  troops  of 
cavalry,  "and  a  fine  train  of  artillery.     All  the  paffes  were 
immediately  blocked  up,  and   the   trenches   were  formed 
with  the  utmoft  vigour.     The  garrifon   confifted  only  of 
1200  men;  but  it  was  augmented  by  a  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants, who  formed  th^mfelves  into  companies,  and  per- 
formed excellent  fervice.     Old   Dulken,  a  foldicr  of  great 
valour  and  experience,  was  governor ;  but  age  and  infirmity 
confining  him  to  his  chamber,  he  devolved  the,  chief  c^re 
upon   Verreiken,  an  officer   who  had  already  diftinguifhed 
his  capacity.     The  count  de  Birg  hovered  round  with  his 
army,  greatly  incommoded  the  befiegers,  and  clofely  watch- 
ed every    opportunity    of    fuccouring  the  garrifon,   who 
ihewed  they  were  determined  to  aft  with  the  utmoft  fpirit, 
by  a  0iarp  fally  made  on  the  quarter  of  Erneft  of  Najffauj         * 
Which  he  repulfed  after  an  obftinate  conflid,  though  fup* 
ported  only  by  15  companies  of  infantry.     The  trenches 
Were* opened  on  the  20th  of  July,  the  liege  continued  to 
Jhe  18th  of  Auguft,  when  the  garrifon,  perceiving  that  their 
,  (epeatied  failles  anf^rered  no  purppfe  but  to  weaken  them- 
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fclves,  and  that  they  couM  expcift  no  affiflancc  from  tl» 
count  4^  Berg^  began  to  relax  in  their  vigour.     A  woimA 
which  the  goy^nor  received  in  the  iboulder,  the  demoiitioiii 
of  the  principal  works,  the  difmounting  of  almoft  all  the  ar«. 
tillery,   and  the  great  Arength  of   prince  Henrys  lincsy 
w^ich  were  incapable  of  being  forced,  greatly  diiheartjcned. 
the  garrifon.     They  faw  the  Engiijh  and  French  aux^iarica 
pufhing  their  operations  tothefoot  of  the  w«fkll,  and  colooel 
Hauterive  ready  to  fpring  a  mine,  which  would  open  a  vaft 
breach;  this  determined  them  to  fend  a  trumpet  to  the 
prince,  requeuing  leave  to  give  the  count  de  Berg  notice  of 
.  their  fituation  :  this  being  refufed,  the  brave  garriibn  re** 
newed  hpftilities,    made  a  vigorous  fally,   and   filled  the 
tranches  with  carnage.     Their  attack  Was  exceeding  brifk, 
and  nothing  but  the  great  fupericrity  of  the  befiegers,  and 
the  prodigious  ftrength  of  prince  Hmrf^  works,  could  have 
prevented  this  little  garrifon  from  cutting  their  way  througb 
to  the  army.    At  laft  they  capitulated  upon  riie  fame  ho- 
nourable conditions  that  Spimk  granted  to  the  city  of  Breda* 
Henry  indeed  rivalled  the  humanity  of  that  great  commander, 
and  poured  out  civilities  on  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants. 
Count  Stirum  was  appointed  governor,   the  old  fortifica^ 
tions  were  repaired,  and  a  variety  of  new  works  added  ^    , 
Several  enterprifes  which  the  ^^^n/W^j  formed  againft 
Zealand  mifcarried  j    Groll  was  reduced,  and  Berg  now  ap- 
peared as  unfortunate  as  Maurice  and  Henry  had  been  tfa^ 
three  preceding  years.     The  ^prince  of  Orange  purfued  his 
advantages,  and  by  feveral  fpirited  attacks,  and  judicious 
operations,  diflodged  the  enemy  from  all  the  pofts  they  had 
to  fecurc  the  navigation  of  the  Scheld.    He  litewife  harraffei 
them  in  Weftphalia^  in  Brabani^.zni  on  the  WeffeL     But  ifl 
the  midft  of  thefe  fuccefles  a  rupture  with  England  was 
apprehended.     The  £«^/{^,  on  account  of  the  depredations 
of  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft  Indiesy  had  detained  three  Dv^ 
Jndianunj  which  had  pat  in  by  ftrefs  of  weather  into  Portf' 
moutf^.  To  demand  reAitution,  the  flates  fent  an  amhaflador 
to  the  court  of  London  ;  and,  to  give  weight  to  their  nego- 
Treaiies     tiations,  ordered  a  ftrong  fleet  to  be  fpeedily  equipped,  iw* 
^^"'^  der  the  cond^ft  of  admiral  Orbeh      This  produced  the 

v^F^       eflFcft ;  a  promife^  was  given  of  maki|ig  immediate  rcfti- 
and    ng-  ^^^j^j^ .  ^^^  ^  pj^j^  proje£lcd  for  uniting  the  two  nations  by 
^  *         a  more  clofe  and  intimate  conne£tion.     The  intention  wa« 
to  fecurc  themfelves  againft  the  depredations  of  the  D^"^ 
iirkersy  who  incredibly  annoyed  the  commerce  of  the  Chan* 
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uel.   The  allies  agreed  to  fit  out  a  joint  fleet  of  an  hundred 
rru^fers  \  but  the  terrible  ftorms  that  came  on  in  the  month       ' 
of  O^ober^  and  continued  for  feverai  weeks,  prevented  the 
fleet  from  putting  to  fea,  damaged  them  in  the  harbours, 
and  diffipated  the  whole  fcheme,  from  whteh  fo  much  was  ^ 

expefied.     The  French  king  laboured  to  diffolve  this  union 
between  the  crown  of  England  and'  the  United  Provinces^  for 
he  was  then  bufied  in  reducing  his  proteftant  fubje£i:S)  pow«  '■ 
crfuily  aflifted  by  Gnat  Britain,     The  moft  expeditious  me- 
thod of  effefting  his    purpofe  was,   to  renew  the  treaty 
whereby  the  ftates  engaged  not  to  unite  themfelves  with  the 
enemies  of  Prance ;    nor  was   it  difficult  to  procure  this    - 
jjoint,  as  the  Dutch  had  now  efFedually  anfwered  the  inten- 
tidn  of  uniting  with  England^  having  had  reftitution  mad? 
of  the  Eaji  hdiamen^    and  relinquifljcd  the  projeflt  againft 
the  Dunktrkers.     The  king  readily  allowed  that  the  fta'«es 
ftould  not  commit  boftilitics  againft  the  Bnglijh^  nolwitk^ 
ftanding  they  were  his  enemies  ;  and  they,  in  return,  en- 
gaged not  to  afford  them  any  afliftance,  and  even  to  refrain 
from  fupplying    the    proteftants  of   France  with    military 
florcs.    Soon  after,  however,  the  ftates  general,  finding  that 
their  being  reftriftied  to  conclude  no  peace,  truce,  q/  alli- 
ance, without  the  concurrence  of  Lewis,  was  injurious  to 
their  fovereignty,  fent  ah  embaiTy  to  procure  an  extenfive 
and  more   honourable  conftruftion   of  that  article  <^  the 
treaty;  which,  after  fome  difficulty,  was  granted. 
•    While  Spimla  remained  at  Dunkirk^  he  continued  to  di-i- 
red  the  operations  in  tb?  Netherlands.     Already  the  Dutch 
had  found  the  happy  aS[t&s  of  his  not  executing  his  fchemes 
in  perfon  ;  «nd  now  they  entertained  the  moft  fanguine 
hope  pf  a  fortunate  iffue  to  the  war,  as  that  celebrated  offi- 
Cej  nyas   recalled  to  Spain^  and  hi*'  authority  diftributed 
^ong  a  variety  of  perfons,  all  unequal  to  him  in  point  of 
genius  and  application.    The  government,  and  civil  affairj,  • 
were  entruftcd  to  the  cardinal  de  Cueva  and  don  Carlos  Co* 
bnna ;  the  count  de  Berg  had  the  command  of  the  army* 
But  while  the  ftates  were  felicitating  themfelves  on  theG7»«/Til- 
profped  this  change  prcfented,  they  were  alarmed  by  diftur-  h  ^^- 
bances  from  another  quarter,  and  the  approach  of  count  "^^^^J^ '^- 
Ttlly  to  Eajl  Frifelandy  Oldenburgh^    and  the  bifliopric  of '"^^''^^  '^' 
Alunjier,     Senfible  of  the  inconvcniencies  that  would  refult-^'?*?^^^ 
from  the  vicinity  of  fo  troublefome  an  enemy,  the  ftates  di-  ^f}'^^P^^* 
reded  that  the  chief  pofts  on  the  frontiers  fliould  be  well  *^'*^'^' 
fecured.     To  ward  ofF  the  impending  blow  with  greater 
certainty,  a  new  army,  of  12,000  foot  and  5000  horfe,  was 
faifcd^  with  virhich  count  JS'r;?j^  was  fent  to  oppofe  the  count  of 

Anhak 


258  The  Hifiory  tftbe  United  Provinces, 

Jnhalt^  lieutenant-general  of  the  imperial  army,  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  troops  of  Cologne  j  but  all  this  dili- 
gence and  vigour  could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  gaining 
fome  confiderable  advantages.  The  young  count  o^  Eajt 
Frifeland,  in  order  to  pay  his  court  to  the  emperor,  found 
means  to  introduce  an  imperial  garrifon  into  Shikufen^  and 
fome  other  places,  where  ihe  ftates  had  formed  confider- 
able magazines.  This  fuccefs  elated  Anhalt  to  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  he  fummoned  all  the  towns  oiWeft  Frifeland  to  (vbrmt  i 
he  levied  contributions  in  Gromngeriy  and  exhorted  the 
people  to  receive  the  imperial  army  \  he  made  an  attempt  to 
furprife  Embden^  in  which  the  ftates  kept  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
,but  was  difappointed.  Still  more  to  alarm  the  ftates,  27/*) 
marched  another  body  of  troops  towards  Weftphalia^  and  the 
duchies  of  Berg  and  Juliers.  The  count  da  Berg  availed  himfelf 
ofthis  favourable  conjuncture,  and  threw  in  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment into  Linghen,  threatened  with  a  ftege  by  prince  Henry  \ 
The  ftates  imagining  that  the  imperial  army  had  fome 
other  objeft  than  renewing  the  difputcs  aboMt  the  duchies 
of  Juliers  and  CleveSy  ordered  a  part  of  the  army  to  file  to- 
wards the  Rhine,  for  the  fecurity  of  Rees  and  Emmeric, 
While  the  count  de  Berg  was  employed  in  Weftpbalia,  they 
likewife  made  an  attempt  to  furprife  Strajburg  fort,  built. for 
the  defence  of  the  new  canal  at  Venh  j  but  they  met  with 
io  warm  a  reception  from  the  Spaniards^  that  they  retreated 
with  precipitation.  This  cnterprife,  though  unfuccefsfult 
hurried  the  return  of  the  count  de  Berg  to  Guelderland^ 
where  he  applied  with  diligence  to  put  the  canal  in  fuch  a 
pofture  of  defence,  by  redoubts  and  forts,  as  would  deter  the 
enemy  from  any  future  attempts.  He  alfo  began  two  other 
canals  towards  the  extremities  of  Brabant  and  Flanders,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  iacurfions  of  the  Hollqndtri,  and  p'irti- 
cularly  of  the  garrifon  of  Bergen- op- xoom,  whofe  perpetual 
stacks  greatly  retarded  the  fortifications  which  the  arch- 
duchefs  was  ereding  at  Saint-  VHet.  But  what  chiefly  in- 
commoded the  Spaniards  was  the  prefence  of  the  prince  of. 
Orange,  who  continually  pafTed  froii^  Lilh  to  Bergen-op- 
%oom,  to  cut  ofF  the  communication  betwixt  Saint  Vlu^ 
and  Antwerp,  With  this  view  Henry  conftruSed  thiee  con- 
fiderable forts  beyond  Lillo,  whence  he  often  fet  fire  to  the 
new  fortifications,  and  deftroyed  feveral  valuable  convoys  of 
provifion  coming  by  water  from  Antwerp. 
The  'vari'  ^^  ^^'  ^^^'^  expeditions  and  operations  the  Hollanders 
0U5 fortune  we^e  fuccefsful  j  but  fortune  feemed  to  abandon  them  in 
of  'war^    Marjlandy  where  their  forces  were  defeated  by  the  count  is 
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Berg ;  nor  did  they  fucceed  better  by  fea,  the  Dunkirk 
cruifers  having  taken  above  forty  rich  prizes  fince  thecom- 
mencemeqt  of  the  feafon.  At  fhe  Hague  thefe  loffes  were 
attributed  t^  the  wretched  fituation  of  the  finances,  which 
prevented  the  ftates  from  keeping  on  foot  a  fuiEcient  land- 

;  force,  and  equipping  the  neceflary  number  of  cruifers. 
This  obliged  them  to  make  certain  exadi^ions  in  ^uliers  and 
CleveSy  under  pretence  of  procuring  payment  of  a  fum  of 
money  due  to  them  from  the  eleSor  of  Brandenburgh,  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Spaniards^  who  fupported  the  claim 
of  the  duke  of  Newburgh^  opprefTed  the  miferable  inhabi- 
tants with  heavy  contributions,  under  the  name  of  taxes  and 
the  ufual  ^'evenue,  which  they  had  a  right  to  receive,  while^ 
the  war  was  fupported  at  their  expence.  The  people," 
equally  opprefled  by  their  friends  and  enemies,  had  recourfc 
to  the  emperor's  proteftion  ;  and  the  tourt  of  Vienna  was 
delighted  with  this  fair  opportunity  of  keeping  the  whole 

^       fucceffion  in  fequeftration,  and  of  ufing  Cleves  and  yuliers 

\       as  tbeir  own  property,  until  one  of  the  claimants  fhould  be 
reduced,  to  cede  his  pretenfions.      Mandates  were  imme- ' 
diately  publi/hed,  declaring  his  imperial  majefty's  intention, 
forbidding  all  hoftilities  in  the  ^uchies,  and  requiring  all  fo- 

';  reign  troops  to  quit  the  duchies  of  Cleves^  Juliers^  and  Bergy 
with  all  their  dependencies.     This  declaration  was  followed 

\      by  inftruftions  to  count  Tilly  to  advance  with  his  army  to 

fupport  the  emperor's  intention.     The  firft  aft  of  imperial  Frejh  dif* 
authority  exerted,  was  the  banifliing  the  Dutch  proteftantyjr^^ffj 
minifters  out  of  Dortmonde^  and  reftoring  the  catholic  xtM-  about 

fion.     The  fame  was  done  in  all  the  other  places  poffefled  Cleves 
,        y  the  ftates,  in  truft  for  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburghy  where  ^"d  Ju- 
the  imperialifts  found  themfelves  fuperior  in  power.  Raven/-  ^^crs. 
fcr^  alone  held  out  againft  the  imperial  commiflaries,  and, 
protefted  againft  their  authority,  the  magiftrates  declaring 
they  would  ftand  the  confequences  of  a  fiege  rather  than 
fubmit.     TUfyj  perceiving  their  refolution,  retired  without 
attempting  any  thing  againft  a  little  place  which  had  fliewn 

I  fo  obftinate  an  attachment  to  liberty.  Emmeric  and  Rees 
Were  fummoned,  Tilly  threatening  them  with  all  the  horrors 
of  war  unlefs  the  catholic  religion  was  immediately  reftored  ; 
but  the  garrifon  fet  him  at  defiance,  and  laughed  at  his 

•  menaces,  perceiving  that  the  prince  of  Orange  and  5//- 
rum  were  both  ready  to  fuccour  them  on  the  firft  motion 
of  the  imperialifts.  To  (hew  the  equity  of  their  proceed- 
ings, the  commiflaries  did  not  exempt  the  places  in  pofleflion 
of  the  Spaniards  from  their  vifitations.  Wherever  there 
were  proteftant  magiftrates  they  were  depofed,  without  re- 
gard 
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£ard  to  the  capkuiation  with  Spinola;  the  catholic  fcbodb 
and  preachers  were  rcftorcd  ;  and  the  utmoft  Violences  com- 
mitted in  Wejfel  before  the  people  could  be  brought  to  fub- 
miffion.     The  duke  of  Newhurgh  lent  his  authority  to  tbofc 
me^fures  ;  but  he  perceived  they  were  puihed  too  far,  and 
that  the  people  were  more  opprefled  by  the  impefi'alifts  than 
they  before  were  by  the  Hollanders  and  Brandenburghtri^    He 
complained  to  the  court  of  Vienna^  but  obtained  no  fatis- 
fa^ion  \  and  protedants  and  papifls  were  left  to  bleed  under 
the  fcourge  of  the  moft  cruel  tyranny. 
A.  t).        The  ele£lor  of  Brandenhurgh  equally  fufpedlcd  the defigns 
1628.     of  the  court  of  Vienna^  and  refentcd  her  proceedings.     To 
prevent  therefore  the   troublefome   and   dangerous  confc- 
quences  of  a  fequeftration  in  the  hands  of  an .  ambitious 
grafping  power,  the  competitors  entered  into  a  provifional 
agreement  for  twenty-one  years  j  whereby  they  ftipulated 

^■ointly  to  oppofe  all  who,  under  the  maflc  of  friendihip,  vio- 
ated  their  rights ;  and  to  ftand  by  the  partition  that  was 
made  at  the  laft  negotiation.     But,  fenfible  that  they  could 
not  force  the  Dutch  and  Spanijh  garrifons  out  of  the  towns 
they  poffcffed,  ambafladors  were  fent  by  both  princes  to 
BruffeU  and  the  Hagucj  requefting  that  the  archducheG  and 
the  ftates  would  withdrajv  their  troops,  which  would  cut 
off  all  fliadow  of  excufe  from  the  emperor  for  continuing 
his   oppreffions.     The  ftates  and  the  archduchefs  had  too 
long  tafted  the  fweets  of  thofe  poffeffions,  to  renounce  them 
merely  from  a  principle  of  equity  ;  they  therefore  returned 
equivocal  anfwers,  and  thus,  a  fecond  time,  fruftrated  the 
cffeSs  of  a  treaty  between  the  candidates,  and  deprived  the 
inhabitants  of  the  felicity  they  had  reafon  to  cxped  from  fo 
rcafonable  a  partition '. 
Se'veral         While   this  affair  was  in  agitation,  the  governors  of 
ad'van'      Groll,  Breford^  Rees,  Emmeric^  and  Soejly  entered  la  Marl 
t ages  eh'    with  a  body  of  troops,  to  oppofe  the  joint,  forces  of  thp 
tained  By    Emperor  and  the  king  of  Spain,     Having  thrown  fuccours 
the  Dutch  into  Ravenfpergy  they  attempted  to  furprife  Ham^  relying 
garrifons,   upon  a  correfponclence  which  they  maintained  with  fome  (» 
the  inhabitants  ;  but  a  reinforcement  expelled  from  Sttrum 
not  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  the  fchemefellto 
.the  ground,  and  their  friends  in  the  town  a  prey  to  the 
enemy,  who  put  them  to  the  torture,  and,  on  their  confef- 
fion,  had  them  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  as  traitors. 
.  The  garrifon  of  Groll  had  better  fortune  ;  they  furprifed 
'  .  Bdittingen,  pillaged  the  town,  and  carried  cflF  fome  prifon* 
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ereofdiftin&iOii)  and  confiderable  booty.  The^arrifon  of 
Graoe  likewife  feized  upon  a  large  copvoy  going  from 
Brtffils  to  Maejiricht^  in  which  were  rich  prefents  from  the 
archduchefs  to  the  duke  of  Modena,  Several  other  garrifons, 
encouraged  by  the  example  and  fuccefs  of  Grollsmd  Grave^ 
made  inroads  into  the  £^^i»i^  territories,  levied  heavy  con* 
tributions,  and  returned  laden  with  plunder.  A  detach- 
ment from  Emmeric  fell  into  an  ambufcade  laid  by  the  count 
Je  Berg^  biit  determined  to  perilh  rather  than  furrender.; 
the  foldiers  fought  with  the  utmoft  fury,  and,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  conflict,  totally  defeated  and  difperfed  the  Spaniards, 
Theflates  had  Ikenfed  thefe  depredations;  the  fcarcity  of 
money  obliging  them  to  declare  all  the  plunder  t&e  legal 
property  of  the  captors ;  yet  they  could  not  avoid  giving 
ear  to  the  duke  of  Modena's  complaints  for  the  lofs  of  his 
valuable  prefents.  It  was  ordered  that  all  which  belonged 
to  the  duke  fliould  be  refiored ;  and  to  gratify  the  garrifoo, 
the  fum  of  27^000  florins  was  given  them,  as  an  equt* 
valent. 

Meantime  the  new  admiralty  at  Dunkirk^  ftri£Hy  ob- 
ferving  the  direfltons  given  by  Spinola^  became  every  day 
more  formidable  to  Holland.  The  harbour  was  filled  with 
rich  prizes^  and  every  day  produced  bankruptcies  in  Amfter- 
^m.  Their  loffles  drove  the  Duiih  merchants,  and  feamen 
to  defpair  j  whieh  made  them  enter  into  a  league  never  to 
ftrike,  but,  if  they  found  themfelves  overpowered,  to  blow 
up  their  vefiels.     To  oppofe  the  defcents  of  the  Dunkirkersy 

"the  ftates  ordered  all  the  coafts  of  Zealand  and  ^Holland  to 
be  carefully  defended,  for  which  purpofe  thQ  boors  were 
armed.     Four  thoufand  feamen  were  takep  into  the  fervice, 

'  and  all  the  natives  of  the  provinces  prohibited,  under  fevere 
penalties,  to  enter  into  foreign  fleets.     A  fquadron  of  thirty  Dunkirk 
fliips  was  equipped,  with  orders  to  cruife  along  the  French  ^l^^^^^d up. 
coafl,  and  block  up  the  harbour,  while  general  Van  Dort 
laid  fiege  to  the  town  of  Dunkirk.    A  divifion  of  eight  fliips 
from  this  fleet  having  fallen  in  with  a  fquadron  of  fix  Dun-^  . 
kirkers,  a  bloody  engagement  began ;  and,  after  an  obflri- 

'  nate  conflifl,  the  Hollanders  obtained  a  complete  viSory. 
One  fliip  of  the  enemy  was  taken,  and  the  reft  fo  miferably 
ftattered,  that  with  the  utmoft  diflicuky  they  efcaped. 
This  fuccefs  cleared  the  way  for  a  fleet  of  rich  homc^ 
Ward-bound  Indiamen^  which  otherwife  would  probably 
have  been  taken.  The  fiege  of  Dunkirk^  however,  went 
on  but  flowly ;  and  it  was  at  laft  propofed  to  block  up  the 
harbour:  by  a  chain  of  veflfels  faced  with  ftone,  and  thereby 
'«ade-a$  ftrong  aa  a^^h  but,  on  trial,  the  projeft  failed, 

and/ 
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Und  the  projeflor  was  rewarded  with  ridicute.  The  E<^ 
,  /»(//^7  company,  however,  lent  their  affiftance  to  the  govern- 
ment, to  check  the  prefumption  of  the  Dunkirkers  \  zxA 
joined  to  the  fleet  already  fiationed  before  that  harbour,  a 
iquadron  of  twelve  fine  men  of  war,  which  did  not  diminilh 
the  number  of  ihips  fcnt  the  following  year  to^j  from 
whence  we  may  judge  of  the  great  opulence  of  the  com- 
pany at  this  period. 
Kauai  The  meafurcs  of  the  Weft  India  company  were  not  left 

^{ffairsf     vigorous,    and  they  proved  more  fortunate.      Thay  bad 
taken  a  great  number  of  rich  Spanijh  and  Portuguefe  fingle 
merchantmen  ;  they  had  deftroycd  whole  fleets  in  the  ports 
of  LifboHy   Corunna^   and  Cadiz  \  and  now  their  'admiral, 
Peter  Adrien^  with  a  fquadron  of  12  (hips,  fell  in  with  a 
Spani/h  fleet  in  .the  gulph  of  Honduras.     He  attacked, the 
enemy  with  irrefiiiible  impetuofity,  drove  their  fhips  upoa 
the  fand-banks,  and,  after  obliging  them  to  ftrike,  took  out 
their  valuable  cargoes  and  the  prifoners,   fet  fire  to  the 
prizes,  and  arrived  fafe  with  his  booty  in  Holland^  to  the 
great  joy  and  emolument  of  the  company.     But  the  inftru- 
ment  deflined  by  providence  to  remove  the  great  diforcjers 
in  the  finances,  to  enable  thfe  fiates  to  profecute  the  war 
with  redoubled  vigour,  and  to  raife  tht  Weft  hidia  company 
to  a  rivalfliip  with  the  company  trading  to  the  Baft  In£(h 
was  admiral,  Peter  Heine,      This  bold  and   adive  officer 
defeated  and  deftroyed  a  fleet  of  Spanijh  merchantmen  and 
men  of  war  in  the  bay  of  J/l-SaintSy  bringing  home  fo  pro- 
digious a  cargo  of  fugar  as  leflened  the  price  of  that  cooh 
modity  at  every  market  in    Europe.     Encouraged  by  this 
fuccefs,  the  company  equipped   a  fquadron  of  thirty-one 
ihips,  with  deiign  to  intercept  the  plate-fleet.     Heine  m^ 
appointed  the  commander  in  chief ;  nor  did  his  good  for- 
tune once  defert  him  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  expe- 
.  dition.     In  the  month  of  May  he  fet  fail  for  Mexico^  defo- 
lating,  as  he  went  along,  the  coafls  of  Spain  and  Portugi' 
He  arrived  at  the  Havannah^  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba ;  where 
he  expe£^ed  to  fall  in  with  the  flota,  part  of  which  wa? 
The  Spa-    driven  ofF  by  a  ilorm  to  the  coaft  of  Florida^  juft  as  the  fliips 
ik\ih flota    were  ready  to  put  in  to  the  Havannah.     As  to  the  flot* 
taken.        from.New  Sfain^  it  fell  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Da/^ 
admiral,  after  a  faint  reiiftance,  and  was  valued  worth  t^ 
millions  of  livres,  in  chefts  of  filvcr  and  rich  merchandife. 
This  was  the  richeft  prize  ever  made  by  the  Hollanders  5  the 
admiral  therefore  thought  he  could  not  be  too  cautious  in  an 
afFair  which  fo    nearly  concerned  the  republic  ;  for  this 
icalbn  be  fet  foil  dirc<aiy  for  Europe^  and  arrived^in  HaUaifd 

with 
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tirfth  ffie  hti  only  of  6nt  pri«e,  and  two  of  hfs  Owft  fhipSi 
tiat  foundered  in  a  ftorm,  which  rofe  juft  as  he  had  enter- 
ed the  chops  dF  the  QhaTineL  Heine  was  received  with  arf 
ihuch  honour  asr  the  princes  of  Orange  had  been  after 
the  moft  fignd  vifliorics.  Bonefires  were  kindled  in  every 
town  throughout  tht  feven  provinces,  and  the  people  flock- 
€i  from  aM  quarters  to  behold  him  as  a  prodigy.  Nothing' 
wa^  to  be*  hdard  but  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  roar  of  can- 
lion,  and  the  fbouts  of  the  multitude.  Peter  Heine  was' 
publicfcly  entertained  by  the  prince  of  Orange^  in  company 
W'ith  the  king  o(  B^erhiay  the  eleSof  palatine,  and  the  am- 
baffadors  of  crowned  Heads.  He  had  the  honour  of  knight- 
Kbod  conferred  onhitnj  a  civic  crown,  in  gold,  was  wrought 
By  the  hands  of  the  magiftrates  of  Amjierdam  to  adorn  his 
temples ;  and  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  admiral  of 
Holland^  in  the  room  of  tFsHzam  of  Najfau^  killed  aft  the 
fiege  of  Groll^  and  with  fuller  powers  than  any  of  his  pre- 
fcceflbrs  had  ever  enjoyed. 

When  the  whole  wealth  of  the  flota  was  landed,  ah  in- 
finity of  perfons  of  falliion  croudcd  to  fee  thecuriofity; 
which  proved  fatal  to  the  prince  palatine,  and  had  almoft 
been  fo  to  the  cledlor,  the  barge  in  wh.ch  they  were  being" 
overfet,  and  the  jroung  prince  drowned.  After  a  minute 
calculation  of  the  value  of  thr  cargo,  the  direflors  of  the 
company  divided  iifxy  per  cent,  among  the' proprietors  j  a' 
meafuTc  that  was  moft  bitterly  cenfured  by  all  judicious 
p^rfonsi  ^ho  wiflied  well  to  the  eftablifliment.  The' 
money  would  have  been  better  employed,  as  they  thought, 
in  eftabli(bing  fuch  a  head-colony  in -/Aw^/Vj^,  as  the  £»/? 
India  company  poffefled  at  Baiavia*^  and  this  was  the  more 
neceflary,  as  the  fociety  was  now  engaged  in  a  bloody  war 
with  the  Spaniards  and  Portugjiefe^  without  enjoying  a  fooC 
of  laind  in  the  Brajtls^  fince  the  lofs  of  St.  Salvador^. 

The  public  rejoicinjgs,  which  continued  at  Anifterdam    A.  D. 
during  the  whole  month  of  January y  were  at  laft  interrupt-     1629. 
cd  by  a  tumult  that  arofe,  bccaufe  certain  burghers  refufed  Civil 
to  obey  the  magiftrates,  who  happened  iohcArmiiians.    The  commotions 
ptince  of  Orange^  who  perceived  the  confequences  to'  the  atAm^tt'- 
ftate  of  keeping  up  the  old  faiSlions,  refolved  to  abolilh  all  dam. 
party.difl:in6Hon,  by  fupporting  merit  indifcriminately  in  the 
parfuit  of  public  offices  j  it  was  fuppbfed  that  by  his  intereft  ; 
the^prefent  magiftrates  had  gained  their  efeorion.     This 
gave  gi^at  unibi^ge  to  the  OmariftSj  v^ho  refented'to'  fee 4^* 

'  Le  Clbrc;  tomlii.  p^  i6i«  167^ 
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profcribed  fee  of  men,  the  old  and  implacable  enemies  o( 
the  prince's  family,  now  taken  into  his  favour,  and  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  thofe  who  had  always  fupported  his 
intereft.     The  whole  mob  of  Amfterdam  afTembied  to  cfpoufc 
the  caufe  of  the  citizens  who  had  refufed  to  obey  the  Arminian 
magiftrates ;  and  jF£f»ry  detached  a  party  of  1200  foldicrs 
to  quell  the  tumult,  and  take  the  chief  mutineers  into  cuf- 
fody.     At  the  next  afiembly  of  the  dates  an  ordonance 
pafled,  whereby  the  people  were  required  to  obey  the  ma- 
giftrates,  of  whatever  fedl  or  religion  they  happened  to  pro* 
fefs  themfelvcs.     The  mod  riotous  in  the  late  tumult  were 
confined,  or  mulded  in  proportion  to. the  degree  of  their 
guilt ;  and  this  feverity  fo  irritated  tne  Gomarijts^  that  great 
numbers  retired  to  Xealand.     William  Bogwert^  one  of  the 
moft  eminent,  a  perfon  who  was  the  tool  of  the  Gomarifi 
clergy,  going  out  of  the  city,  to  execute  the  fentence  of 
exile  pailed  upon  him,  was  met  by  6000  people,  weeping 
and  tearing  their  hair,  all  pouring  out  their  benedidions, 
and  regardmg  him  as  a  martyr  to  religion.     On  his  ap- 
proaching Haerlemy  crouds  of  people  went  out  to  meet  him 
as  another  Stephen^  and  a  faint  who  had  fufFered  for  his 
faith  i  without  refleding  that  no  true  m^de  of  religion  can 
be  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  nature  and  moral  virtue^ 
which  enjoin  order,   and  a  firi£t  regard  to  the  laws  of 
fociety. 

This  fedition  was  fcarcely  appeafed,  when  another,  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature  arofe  among  the  feamen  who  had 
fervcd  under  admiral  Heine  to  the  JVeft  Indies.  They  com- 
plained that  the  company  had  not  only  refufed  to  augment 
their  wages,  but  to  admit  them  to  any  (hare  of  the  immenfe 
wealth  brought  to  the  ftate  by  their  courage.  Filled  with 
refentment  at  this  ufage,  they  began  forcing  and  pillagi'ig 
the  company's  warehoufes,  in  which  all  the  rich  merchan- 
dife  was  lodged.  A  party  of  foldiers  was  immediately  fent 
againft  them,  but  this  would  iiave  proved  infufficient  had 
they  not  been  gratified  with  a. confiderable  fum  of, money;, 
after  the  divifion  of  which  they  retired  quietly,  and 
again  offered  their  fcrviccs  to  the  company,  to  affift  in 
manning  the  new  fquadron  equipping  for  a  frefli  expedidon. 
This  fleet  was  compofed  of  fixty  ftout  velTels,  and  deftined 
to  reduce  Peru^  Mexico^  and  the  Brafils ;  in  a  word,  all  that 
^as  valuable  of  the  Spanifl)  and  Portuguefe  poffeiEons  in 
SQUth  America.  However,  the  great  expences  of  this  arma- 
ment did  not  prevent  the  company  from  advancing  a  large 
fum  to  the  ftates,  to  enable  them  to  purfue  the  war  With  vi- 
gour, 
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gouf,  and  raifc  an  army  with  which  the  prince  of  Orangi 
fliould  be  able  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy  *.  c        /* 

There  could  not  be  a  mote  terrible  ftroke  to  the  Spani-  ^'^^  v 
ords  than  the  lofs  of  the  flota.     Already  their  military  ope-  ^  •v'^V 
Nations  were  at  a  ftand  for  want  of  money,  and  the  troops  !^* .  ^" 
in  every  quarter  were  ready  to  mutiny.     It  was  an  addi-*'       '     - 
tional  grievance  to  fee  the  money,  with  whicn  they  hoped 
to  be  mailers  of  all  the  Netherlands^  now  employed  to  their 
deftru£lion.      The  vaft  preparations  making  in  Holland^ 

.  fince  the  month  of  February ^  threw  the  court  of  BrUjfels  in- 
to defpair.  Many  lords,  and  other  perfons  of  diftincSion 
and  influence,  took  this  opportunity  of  exprefflng  their  dif- 
likeof  the  meafures  of  the  adminiitration,  and  the  methods 
ill  which  the  war  had  been  condudted.  They  threw  the 
whole  blame  of  the  prefent  mis'brtunes  upon  the  Spaniards. 
To  their  jealoufy  they  attributed  Spinok^s  refignati  n,  tho* 
he  was  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  ftate  ;  they  accufed  them 
of  rapacity,  profuHon,  ignorance,  and  cowardice.  The 
country,  they  faid,  was  opprefled,  depopulated,  and  en- 
flaved  y  their  bad  policy  excited  the  refentment  of  the  na- 
tives, merited  the  contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  would  foon 
produce  thel'fs  of  the  Netherlands,  They  complained  that 
al  preferments  were  beftowed  on  foreigners  ;  to  them  was 
committed  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  to  them  ought 
to  be  imputed  the  lofs  of  Groll^  and  all  the  infults  received 
dtiring  the  laft  campaign ;  by  which  the  inhabitants  were 

!  reduced  to  beggary,  the  country  defolated,  and-  the  court 
difgraced.  The  Spaniards^  they  affirmed,  refufed  to  obey 
the  prince  of  Berg^  the  only  perfon  of  high  condition 
among  them,  who  was  capable  of  conducing  nn  army.  It 
Was  the  bufinefs  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  profit  by  thefe  di- 
visions at  the  court  of  Bruffels^  and  the  difficulty  of  putting 
the  troops  in  motion ;  nor  did  he  let  (lip  the  opportunity* 
Marching  his  army  towards  the  frontiers  of  Brabant^  he 
reviewed  his  whole  force  at  Nimeguen^  including  the  troops 

^tS  France  and  England  \  fent  his  artillery  and  baggage  to  thd 
Meufey  and  publickly  confefTed  his  defign  of  laying  fiege  to 

)  Botfieduc.     His  army  amounted  to  32,000  men,  divided  into 
43  battalions,  and  3  large  brigades,  befides  a  reinforce- 
ment of  6000  men,  fent  afterwards  by  the  ftates,  with  a 
train  of  60  pieces  of  cannon.    The  town  was  invefted  in  the  />^/^^^ 
night  of  the  30th  oi  April \  though  the  ^o\tXT\or  Anthony  Henry /«* 
Sibets  could  not  be  perfuaded,  till  the  next  morning,  that  t-jgfls 
the  enemy  would  be  fo  ralh  as  to  attack  a  pkce  of  fuch  Boiflcduc. 

•  Idem.  ibid. 
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^  ftrength  and  importance.  Boijkducj  cal}ed  the  Mmi  if 
Brahanty  becaufe  it  had  never  furrendered,  though  often 
befieged,  was  fo  regularly  fortified  as  to  be  deemed  impreg'* 
jiable.  It  was  fcarce  acceffible  on  account  of  the  dykes  aiui 
marfhes  with  which  it  was  furrounded,  and  requir^  a  large 
army  completely  to  in  veil  the  vaft  extent  of  walls,  fortified  ' 
with  fevcn  ftrong  baftions>  defended  by  an  immenfc  wet 
ditch  with  canals  and  (luices,  by  means  of  which  the  water 

'  might  be  admitted  or  excluded  at  pleafure,  and  the  whole 
country,  if  ncceflary,  laid  under  water.  A  variety  of 
ftrong  out-works  obftru(9:ed  the  approach  of  an  eiremy  j 
and  nothing  was  wanting,  that  art  or  nature  could  give,  to 
render  this  the  mod  impregnable  town  in  the  Netherlands, 
Prince  Henry  fixed  his  quarters  oppofite  to  the  center  of  the 
town,  at  the  village  of  Vucht^  behind  fort  Ifahella.  Under 
him  fervcd  immediately  the  French^  and  part  of  the  £1^/5^ 
forces.  Count  Erneji  Cafimir  was  pofled  to  the  north-eafi, 
at  the  village  of  H'mtem  ;  count  William  of  NaJJau  had  hi$ 

•  quarters  on  the  north  fide  ;  the  baron  Brederode  dircdlcd  the 
fiege  to  the  fouth-eaft;  count  Solms  was  fituated  at  i» 
village  of  Ingekn^  with  the  ftores  of  provifion  and  amiau* 
nition;  while  general  Pinfen  prefidcd  at  the  operations^ 
carrying  on  to  the  weft  ward  of  Boijleduc^* 

All  Brabant  was  overwhelmed  with  confternation,  and 
the  court  of  BruJJels  in  the  utmoft  perturbation,  upon  ad- 
vice that  prince  Henry  had  begun  his  approaches^  Themoft. 
preifing  meffages  were  difpatchedto  Spain  for  money,  am- 
munition, and  the  requifites  for  putting  the  troops  in  mo- 
tion. SchetSy  tho'  labouring  under  a  thoufand  diicouraging 
circumftances,  deftitute  of  officers,  and  a  fufficient  garrlibfl) 
determined  to  make  a  vigorous  defence ;  well  knowing  the 
importance  of  his  truft.  With  the  prince  of  Orange's  pcr- 
miffion,  he  fent  away  all  the  women^  children,  and  othersi 
"^yho  ferved  only  to  confume  provifions ;  and  placed  his 
whole  confidence  iq  a  garrifon  not  exceeding  2300  infantry, 
,  and  fix  troops  of  cavalry;  notwithftanding  feveral  com'- 
panios  of  burghers  had  formed  themfelves  under  his  ban* 
ners.  He  omitted  pradifing  nothing  which  long  experience 
had  taught  him  was  necef&ry  for  his  defence,  refolving  to. 
maintain  the  great  reputation  he  acquired  by  a  feriespf 
faithful,  important  fervices.  Afeafonable  reinforcemc^fe  of 
800  men,  from  Breda^  flipped  in  with  much  addrefs,  on  tb^ 
fifth  night  of  the  fiege,  and  greatly  animated  the  gyrifen' 
and  governor.     The  prince  laboured  to  deprive  them  o£  fH 

«  NvvxLLB,  tom.  ii.  fib.  yu^  cap,  14, 
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fitare  fuccours,  and  pufhed  his  works  with  the  utmoft 
vigour,  alfifted  by  the  peafants  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
In  ten  days  his  camp  was  furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch,  which 
received  the  waters  of  three  rivers,  whereby  the  troops 
were  fupplied  with  all  manner  of  provifions  with  eafe  and 
fecurity.  He  began  to  build  a  great  number  of  forts  and 
{iatteries,  inordcr  to  cut  ofF  the  enemy  from  any  commu- 
nication with  the  river,  in  which  he  fucceeded  beyond  ex- 
pectation ;  turning  the  waters,  intended  for  the  defence  of 
the  town,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  garrifon.  For 
fifteen  days  had  the  befieged  regarded  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
'works  without  giving  any  confiderable  annoyance,  from  an 
^pprehenfion  of  exhaufting  their  ammunition*  Great  quan- 
tities of  powder  had  been  damaged ^y  the  influx  of  the 
waters  into  the  town ;  fo  that  the  firft  fallies  were  made 
fword-in-hand,  without  the  ufe  of  firelocks.  The  governor, 
to  prevent  the  foWiers  from  being  difpirited,  pretended  that 
this  was  matter  of  choice,  carefully  concealing  his  great 
want  of  ammunition  ;  and  the  troops,  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  fliewing  their  valour,  always  behaved  with  the  ut- 
moft gallantry  (A).  Tiie  batteries  and  trenches  being 
finimed,  prince  Henry  played  with  fury  againft  the  forts 
IJabelJa  and  St.  Antonio.  The  marefbal  ChatiUon^  at  the 
head  of  the  French^  drove  the  garrifon  from  their  out- works, 
on  the  firft  day  of  yune^  and  purfued  them  quite  to  the 
gates  of  the  towa.  Another  body  of  French^  commanded 
by  Hauterive^  lodged  thcmfelves  in  the  counterfcarp  of  fort 
'IftAelhy  and  were  attacking  the  horn-work.  The  vif- 
coitnt  Tur€nnej  who  was  nephew  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
ferved  at  this  fiege,  commanded  a  company  of  foot,  and 
fignilifed  himfelf  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  as  at- 
traded  the  attention  of  the  whole  acmy.  In  every  def- 
perate  attack,  in  every  difficult  fituation,  there  the  young 
warribr  prefcntcd  himfelf,  with  all  the  calmnefe  of  a 
philofophen  To  him  it  was  owing  that  another  corps  of 
600  men,  from  Breda^  had  not  entered  'BoiJleduc\  with  a 
*  party  of  300  men  he  totally  defeated  the  enemy,  and  conti- 

( A)  We  arc  credibly  inform-  attended  with  fingalar  fuccefs. 

ed   that    the    gallant  marftial  When  the  fword  or  bayonet 

JK?r/i&  made  ufe  of  the  fame  ftra-  are  ufed,  the   foldier  naturally 

tagem,  to  conceal  his  want  of  imagines  he  has  a  better  cppor- 

MnmuDidon,  in  that  nnfortu-  tunity  of  diftinguifhing  his  ad- 

Mte  adliob  in  which  he  was  drefs  and  conrage,  than  when 

ilain,  in  the  fcrvice  of  his  Pruf-  the  whole  depends  upon  levcl- 
/oAmajefty;  and  diat  it  was-iisga  inu&et. 
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HueJ  the  purfuit,  notwithftanding  two  painfol  wounds  \i% 
had  received.  The  French  and  un^lijb  wcrt  rivals  on  this 
occafion;  the  officers,  and.  even  the  private  men,  being 
animated  with  a  defire  of  particularly  diilinguiibing  them<« 
felves ;  yet,  as  no  breach  could  be  eiFeded,  no  other  op« 
portunity  offered  than  when  the  enemy  fallicd. 

At  laft  fatigue,  and  repeated  fallies,  had  greatly  dimi« 
nilhed  the  number  of  the  garrifon,  when  their  fpirits  were 
fuddenly  revived,  by  the  approach  of  count  Henry  de  Berg^ 
with  an  army  of  25,000  men.  The  count  attacked  the 
entrenchments  of  the  befiegers,  and  met  with  a  warrti  re* 
ception.  In  three  iucceffive  attempts  upon  the  camp  be  was 
foiled,  and  driven  back  with  great  daughter  ;  upon  which  he 
retired  to  join  MontecucuU^  who  had  entered  Cleves  with  an 
army  of  14,000  foot  and  3000  horfe.  Jienry  found,  by  in* 
tercepted  letters,  that  the  defign  was  to  make  a  confiderabte 
diverfion ;  for  this  rcafon  he  ordered  Grave  to  be  put  in  a 
ilate  of  defence,  and  direflqd  the  ftates  to  fccure  all  the 
pafles  and  avenues  to  the  provinces.  He  then  pu(hed  his 
operations  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  fort  IfabeUa  furrendered 
on  the  1 8th  of  July^  and  fort  Antonio  the  fucceeding  day, 
'  after  the  befieged  had  made  two  defperate  failles,  in  which 

the  trenches  were  filled  with  carnage.  The  garrifon,  hav- 
ing done  every  thing  that  valour  and  condu<^  could  cffefi, 
retired  in  good  order  to  the  town,  and  there  feconded  the 
endeavours  of  the  brave  governor.  By  the  furrender  of 
thefe  two  forts,  reduced  to  heaps  of  afhes,  they  were  at 
liberty  to  approach  the  town,  and  to  point  their  cannon 
direfily  againft  the  walls.  SchetSy  who  wanted  men,  pow** 
der,  and  provifion,  laboured  to  deftroy  his  works.  The 
moft  vigorous  fallies  were  made,  but  to  little  purpofe ;  the 
great  fuperiority  of  the  befiegers  repulfing  every  attempt ^ 
Meantime  count  Stirum  was  detached  with  4000  foot 
and  1200  horfe,  to  oppofe  count  Berg^  who  was  meditating 
an  invafion  of  the  provinces.  He  croffed  the  Tffil  without 
refiftance,  but  was  vigoroufly  attacked  in  the  rear  by  Stirum% 
Not  long  after  Stirum  was  reinforced  by  3000  men,  from 
the  camp  before  Boijkduc^  with  which  he  ventured  to  give 
battle,  ort  the  banks  of  the  Xljel^  to  a  corps  of  10,000  5^- 
niards^  under  the  conduit  of  Dulkens^  late  governor  of 
GroU.  The  aflion  was  bloody  and  obftinate,  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  hours,  when,  moft  of  the  Dut^b  officers  being 
wounded,  tne  count  was  obliged  toretire  with  great  lofs.  He 
bad:i  however,  the  precaution  to  break  down  the  dyke$ 

^  ViedepriaceHenryi  p,  14a. 
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behind  him,  by  which  means  he  obftruAed  the  enemies 
iharch  into  the  provinces,  overwhelmed  with  the  terror  of 
of  an  invafion.  On  advice  of  Stirum's  defeat,  the  prince  of 
Orange  quitted  the  camp  with  more  than  half  his  :|rmy,  and 
was  foon  joined  by  feveral  corps  of  auxiliaries,  troops 
drawn  from  the  garrifons,  and  new-levied  forces ;  fo  that 
his  army  amounted  to  22,0Q0  men,  befides  the  troops  left 
to  carry  on  the  fiege.  The  enemy  made  excurfions  almoft  . 
to  the  gates  o{  Amjlerdam ;  but  thev  were  foon  thrown  into 
defpondcncy  by  the  reduction  ofTVefel^  which  was  furprifed 
by  the  governor  of  Emmericy  and  the  garrifon  put  to  the 
fword,  all  except  the  governor,  Lozarme^  who  was  fet  at 
liberty,  and  foon  after  beheaded  at  Brujfeh^  by  order  of  the 
archduchefs,  for  having,  by  his  remiilhefs,  occafioned  the 
lofi  of  fo  valuable  a  city.  The  reduction  of  JVtfely  in 
iirhich  the  enemy  had  all  their  magazi'  es,  obliged  mem  to.  ' 

raife  the  fiege  of  HaiUnty  abandon  Amersfordy  evacuate  the 
territory  of  Velaw^  and  repafi  the  TJfel  with  precipitation  ; 
joined  to  the  divifions  among  the  general  officers,  it  ren- 
dered fruitlefs  the  vaft  expence  of  raifing  an  army  of  30,000 
men,  the  laft  effort  of  Spain  againft  the  United  Provinces^ 
and  enabled  prince  Henry  to  pufh  the  fiege  of  Boijleduc  with- 
out interruption. 

Still  the  garrifon  of  this  place,  though  cut  ofFfrom  all  W^butch 
hope  of  relief,  continued  to  make  a  vigorous  defence ;  but  e^very 
,  the  burghers  and  clergy,  terrified  with  the  efFecfts  of  bombs  ivhere 
and  mines,  befought  the  magiftrates,  with  tears  in  their  'viSlorious. 
eyes,  to  avoid  being  pillaged,  by  requiring  a  capitulation. 
Moved  with  their  diltrefs,  the  magiftrates  refolved  to  grant 
their  requeft,  jfhould  the  governor  remain  obftinate  in  re- 
fufing  honourable  conditions.    Schets  paid  little  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  town  ;  his  whole  aim  was  to  gain  reputation,  , 

and  make  fuch  a  defence  as  fhould  deferve  to  be  recorded  to 
future  agesi     Though  he  had  powder  but  for  a  few  rounds, 
notwithftanding  his  garrifon  was  quite  fpent,   emaciated, 
and  diminifhed  to  a  third  of  the  number,  he  would  have 
fiood  the  confequences  of  an  aflault,  after  feveral  pradicable 
breaches  had  been  made,  were  rtot  the  magiftrates  refolute  ^  'ij  j  * 
to  furrender  the  city.     This  obliged  him  to  accept  the  ad-  ^^^  *  " 
vantageous  propofals,  and  the  military  honours  offered  ^J  jZ!^' 
the  prince.     Accordingly  the  garrifon  marched  out,    and 
was  conducted  to  Diefl ;  and  as  to  the  inhabitants,  they 
were  confirmed  in  all  their  privileges,  and  liberty  of  con- 
fciencc  was  permitted.     Thus  ended  the  fiege  of  B<njleduc^ 
by  which  the  reputation  of  prince  Henry  was  raifed  to  an 
equality  with  that   of  princ<s  Maurice^  and  of  the  firft 
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generals  of  the  agr.  His  camp  was  iilleii  with  voluoti^ 
of  the  higbeft  diftitidion  i  by  whom  his  perfeycrance,  fteadi- 
xiefs,  pru4enct,  valour,  and  condu£l,  were  publifiied  in 
every  quarter  of  JEurcipi.  The  conqucft  coft  the  ftates  aa 
immcnieYum  of  money  ;  but  the  advant^es  flowing  from 
}t  were  fo  great,  as  to  abforb  every  other  conGdoration. 

Frxnc^  flemy  was  no  fooner  in  poilei&on  of  B^iJfeiUi 
than  he  detached  count  Erneji  Cafimtry  with  150  conopanies 
pf  foot,  an4  3Q  troops  of  Horfe,  to  oppofe  count  Johk 
fJaJJaH  ^nd'  DulieHS'9  who,  in  confequenqe  of"  a' reinforce- 
incrit  from  2^//y,'  w^re  preparing  to  make  a  frefh  irruptioji 
into  the  provinces.  ' Ernejf^  acquitted  himfclf  with  fuch  dlj- 
.  Jigpnce,  that,  baying  thrown  a  bridge  over  the  YJpU  he  wa« 
pncamped  on  the  oppofite  fide,  before  the  ^nemy  had  an 
idea  they  iboufd  meet  with  any  obftruSion.  Reinforciag 
ibe  ^arrifons  of  Poejbt^g  and  Ki^ffh  he  cut  off  the  enemy's 
jconvoys,  and  theircommunication  with  count  TJ/^'s  army  j 
infQmuch,that,  to  avoid  perifhiog  by  famine,  they  were 
forced,  to  reth-e  precipitately  to  the  bi&opric  of  Munft^i 
and  petition  Mrnisft  for  a  fafc  condudl.  Colonel  Hauitrwc 
likewife  pafTed  the  Hhine  with  40  companies  of  infantry  ao^ 
^4  troops  of  dragoons  ;  and,  laying  fiege  to  the  ftrong  for- 
trefsof  Ringelburgby  took  it  by  aflault,  in  the  fpilceoftei) 
hours,  putting  the  garrifon  to  the  fworrf.  Thence  be 
marched  to  '^elburghj  which  he  redviced  in  four  dayj. 
With  the  fame  rapidity  he  fubdued  all  the  towns  and  forts 
which,  from  their  fituation,  proved  extremely  tro^blefofflf 
to  the  Dutch  garrifon  in  /f^/,  and  filled  the  whole  cown- 
try  with  terror  and  defolation.  The  new  garrifon  of  ff^fi 
were  no  lefs  eager  to  diftinguifb  their  ze^l  and  valour, 
pividing  themfews  into  three  corps,  one  of  which  rcr 
m^iiied  for  the  defei]i:e  of  the  town,  tbey  fallied  out  in 
quefi  of  plunder  and  glory.  One  diyifion  attacked  Rhim- 
h^g>  <^nd  was  roughly  handled  by  the  Sfanijb  garrifon. 
The  othpr  Was  mprp  fortunate.  Having  jattacked  pifi/krih 
in  t)ie  night,  jt  furrepdered  before  the  morning  to  the 
flpUander^.  Ail  the  oth/;r  pI;jLces  pofTefTcd  by  the  ^maxJs^ 
pn  the  hither  fi,c}e  ih^  Rhine ^  and  in  the  duchy  oiClcufi^ 
foon  yielded  to  the  good  fortunp  of  this  little  party.  In^ 
word,  the  Spani(ttds  were  every  where  defeated,  difpiritedj 
dcfpondings  fince  the  fiegcs  of  Boijkduc  and  ff^efff^  tbigr 
fcarce  ventured  to  hold  up  their  heads,  face  ^he  enemy  14 
the  field,  or  refufe  complying  with  a  fummon?j  though  ffer 
pured  behind  walls.  It  was  matter  of  furprjfje  to  fee  the 
^rong  fortrefs  of  Roebt^U^  defended  by  a  garrifon  ipora 
f^li^efpifs  ttian  the  jsefie^ers^  furrepflering  at  ^ifcretioOi 
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-.|rft»r  fcaviag  cxch;ingcd  a  few  ihot.    This  could  only  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  univerfal  panic  that  prevailed  \ 

Count  WilUam  of  Najfau  was  the  foul  of  thefc  fpiritcd  William 
expeditions.    On  advice  that  the  elector  of  Chlogne^  and  thjj  ^Naf- 
t>iLhops  of  JHun/ler  and  Pedfrbom^  were  taking  meafures  to  fa«V  ex* 
fiffift  the  enemy,  he  fent  them  a  peremptory  order  to  defift /«*'^«*'* 
from  thef(?  defignsi,  otherwife  they  would  oblige  him  to  lay 
their  territories  defolate.     This  menace  produced  the  deiirea 
efie<!^ ;  they  dropped  their  proje6l,  and  fuffered  the  count 
to  go  on  with  his  expeditions  without  interruption.     Ij^ 
/educed  ]Birg^  attacl^ied  Solingeriy  and  carried  the  place,  fword- 
in-hand,  giving  the  town  up  to  be  pillaged  by  his  foldier&. 
A  variety  of  other  places  fubtnitted  to  him  3  be  was  weaken-    . 
ed  with  leaving  garriibns  in  his  conquefts  s  but  this  did  noit 
prevent  bis  reducing  the  town  of  Ongermunde^  the  magif* 
tratcs  of  which  c^ipitulated.     Williarf^s   foldiers,   infolcn^ 
with  fuccefs,  and  excited  by  their  late  plunder  to  defir« 
more,  fell  a  pillaging  the  town  without  regard  to  the  ca*-  « 
pituiation  ;  which  fo  incenfed  the  burghdi-s,  that  they  took 
§rm^)  attacked  the  Hollanders^    and  were  on  the  point  of 
driving  the  conquerors  put  of  the  tQwn,  when  count  JVilr^         • 
liam  arrived  with  the  troops  encamped  without  the  walls, 
;and  put  an  end  to  the  combat,  by  obliging  both  parties  tp 
fuhmit  to  the  capitulation.     In  confequence  of  thofe  Qon^ 
quefts,  the  whole  duchy  of  Julien  was,  in  a  manner,  depo* 
pulated  ;  the  people  deferting  their  habitations  in  the  coun-** 
try,  and  flocked  in  crouds  to  all  the  fortified  cities.     Co^ 
logru^  Munfler^  CkveSy  and  Bergy  were  much  in  the  famf 
fituation.     But  the  Hollanders  publiihed  an  edi<a,  whereby 
they  declared  tb  ir  fole  intention  was  to  oblige  the  Spa^ 
niards  to  evacuate  the  fucceflion  of  Juliersy  and  promifing 
the  nativ4ss  all  the  protedion  in  their  power.     This  decla-» 
ration  reftored,  in  fome  meafure,  the  peace  of  the  country  } 
the  people  returned  to  their  ufual  occupations*  and  were 
not  alarmed  at  th^  progrefe  of  the  Z)tt/i:i&  conquefts,  con- 
sidering they  could  not  fu£Fer  by  a  mere  change  pf  mafters,^ 
^he  Spaniards  having  treated  them  with  great  infblence  and 
tyranny. 

To  tkis  rapid  courfe  of  good  fortune  in  the  Netherlands j  j^^^^ 
the  putch  adaed  a  variety  of  fuccefTes  in  JJia  and  J^^^^^ca.  ^fr^i^. 
Notwithftanding  the  Eqfi  India  company  were  engaged  in 
a  bloody  war  with  the  emperor  of  Ja^a^  during  whicb 
Patavia  was  twice  befkged,  their  returns  were  imm^nfe  ^, 
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TThis  induced  them  to  rival  the  generofity  and  public  fpirit  of 
the  Weji  India  company,  by  making  the  government  a  prefent 
of  500,006  pounds  weight  of  falt-petre.  The  lad-mentioned 
company,  determining  to  purfue  their  late  good  fortune,  and 
to  enabliOi  a  head-fettlement  in  South  America^  which  might 
vie  with  Batavia^  fcnt  a  powerful  fquadron  to  thofc  feas,  un- 
der the  conduA  of  admiral  Lonckej  the  companion  and  the 
friend  of  Heine  in  aH  his  expeditions.  In  the  month  of  February 
he  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Fernambuco^  the  largeft  divifion  of 
BraJUj  TLnddetzchcd  Fardenburch  with  16  men  of  war  and  3000 
lana-forces,  to  inveft  Olinda^  the  capital  j  but  the  refiftance 
made  by  the  out-forts  obliged  the  fleet  to  reunite,  and  deter- 
mined the  admiral  to  attack  the  city  with  his  whole  flrength. 
Vardenburch  retained  the  command  of  the  army,  which  was 
immediately  debarked  in  three  divifions,  under  the  conduft  of 
the  generals  Elts^  Honcks^  and  Steincailefeld^  who  repulfed  the 
Ptfrtuguefe  in  three  fucceflive  attacks  they  made  to  obftruft 
their  landing.  The  Hollanders  began  their  approaches  to- 
wards the  jefuits  quarter  of  the  city,  and  foon  took  their 
college  by  aflault,  though  ftrongly  fortified.  In  confc- 
iquence,  Ulinda  furrendered  ;  and  the  reduction  of  the  ca- 
pital was  followed  by  the  fubmiflion  of  the  whole  diftrift  of 
Fernambucfj  quite  to  cape  St.  Auguftine,  The  WeJi  India 
Company  acquired  great  reputation  by  this  expedition  ;  and 
they  were  already  confidered  as  in  pofleffion  of  all  Brajil^  as 
general  Vardenburch  had  in  his  letters  extolled  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  the  redu Aion  of  Olinda^  which,  he  faid, '  gave 
tte  Hollanders  fuch  a  footing,  that  the  whole  country  might 
be  reduced  at  a  fmall  expence.  The  public  hope  was  aug- 
mented by  the  further  fucccfles  of  the  armament.  Leaving 
a  ftrong  garrifon  in  OHnda^  the  admiral  repafTed  the  line, 
fell  upon  the  town  of  St.  Martha,  and  pillaged  the  inhabi- 
tants. Soon  after  he  engaged  Frederic  de  Toledo^  fent  with 
a  ftrong  fouadron  and  5000  troops,  to  die  fuccour  of  the 
Spanijb  fettlements  5  whom  he  defeated,  after  an  obftinate 
and  exceeding  bloody  conflict:,  in  which  the  Spanijh  admiral 
wais,  for  feveral  months,  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed.  His 
fliip  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  in 
the  engagementj  foundered  at  fea ;  an4  Toledo  with  a  few 
of  his  crew  were  faved  by  a  miracle.  Such  a  flow  of 
fucccftencouraged  the  company  to  fit  out  another  fleet, 
which  fet  fail,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  to  complete 
their  cenquefls. 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  permitted,  William  of  Najfaurt* 
newcd  •  his  expeditions  againft  the  Spaniards^  who  ffill  pof^ 
{bflfed  fome  confiderable  places   on  the  frontiers  of  the 
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fitcceffion  of  JuUers,  He  defeated  divers  parties  of  tho 
enemy,  took  their  convoys,  and  was  attended  with  all  the 
good  fortune  of  the  preceding  campaign.  The  firft  projedl 
that  failed  was  one  he  formed  againft  DuJfeUorp,  A  party 
of  foldiers  was  fent  in  the  habits  of  women,  to  feize 
upon  that  town,  but  they  were  difcovered  and  difapppinted. 
Next  he  failed  in  an  attempt  to  furprife  Midheiptt  garrifoned 
by  a  body  of  imperialifts.  The  detachment  of  5000  men^ 
which  b"?  had  lent  upon  that  bufinefs,  was  furprifed 
and  repulfed  by  .000  of  the  enemy.  Indeed  all  the  count's 
fchemes  were  fo  relined  and  ideal,  as  well  as  dangerous^ 
that  to  fucceed  they  required  the  utmoft  good  fortune  and 
addrefs.  They  were  fo  connefted  with  each  other,  that 
the  failure  of  one  occafioned  a  general  difappointment ; 
though  it  proved  othcrwife  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  for  tVilliam 
was  fuccefsful  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Rhine^  though  ail 
bis  proje&s  aga  nft  Dujfeldbrt  and  Mulheim  had  been  baffled* 
The  town  of  SicbteUn^  and  a  variety  of  other  places  held  by 
Spantjh  or  Auftrian  garrifons,  fubmitted  to  the,  Hollanders. 
T befe  rapid  victories,  and  fo  long  a  feries  of  piofperity^ 
however,  raiftd  a  powerful  confederacy  againft  the  count  of 
Najfau.  AU  the  catholic  princes  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
provinces  were  alarmed.  They  gave  out  that  the  Dutch 
wanted  to  penetrate  as  far  as  Francfortj  and  to  throw  them-' 

,  felves  into  the  palatinate,  there  to  revive  all  the  horrors 
of  a  war  which  had  for  ages  defolated  that  country.  It  was 
affirmed  their  intention  was  to  reflore  Frederic  V,  defpoiled 
of  his  electorate  and  dignities ;  a  projed  which  the  emperor 
thought  himfelf  particularly  interefted  to  obftrud.  The 
eleilor  of  Cologne  and  the  hiihops  of  Munfier  and  Paderhrn^ 
though  over-awed  by  William  of  Najfau^  privately  folicited 
the  emperor  to  oppofe  the  ftates  of  the  United  ^Provinces^ 
and  prote£l  the  catholic  religioii  and  the  dignity  of  the  em* 

.  pire,  which  fufFered  extremely  by  permitting  a  handful  of 
rebellious  heretics  to  purfue,  unmolefted,  a  courfe  of  the 
moft  cruel  tyranny  and  oppreifion.  His  imperial  majefty 
lent  a  willing  ear  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  catholic  princes  ^ 
and  fearing  that  the  count  de  Hanau  would  declare  for  the 
putchy  becaufe  he  refufed  admitting  an  imperial  garrifon 
into  his  city,  he  ordered  all  the  avenues  to  be  blocked  up, 
and  Hanau  to  be  in  a  manner  befieged  by  the  imperial 
army.  This  obliged  the  count  to  admit  the  emperor's 
troops,  who  were  a  few  months  after  driven  out  by  the 
Swedes. 

All  this  time  the  Dutch  were  employed  in  the  entire  re- 
dudtioa  of  the  fucceffion  of  JuUers.    On  advice  that  the 
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Spaniards  weie  building  a  new  fort  on  the  canal  between 
the  Rhiney  and  the  Meufe  j  the  governor  of  WeffiU  making 
drauglits  out  of  his  own  and  the  neareft  garrifons,  detached 
colonel  Ifelftein  to  difturb  the  works,  and  if  poffible  ruin  the 
fort.     His  detachment  amounted  to  900  men,  with  which 
he  ventured  to  attack  count  John  of  NaJfauvfiA  a  body  of 
J500  foot  and  horfe,  defeated  and  took  him  prifoncr  after 
an  obftinate  engagement.    This  and  other  advantages  gain-' 
cd  by  the  Hollanders^  determined  the  duke  of  Newhurgh  to 
repair  in  perfon  to  the  Hague^  to  folicit  the  confent  of  the 
ftates  to  the  partition- treaty  lately  concluded  between  him 
and  the  clefior  of  BrMJtd^urgh.     The  ftates,   perceiving 
that  the  Spaniards  refufed   to  evacuate  Orfoy  and  Siitert, 
could  iw>t  be  prevailed  upon  to  furrcnder  Emmeric^  Reesj 
and  WeJJely  with  their  dependent  towns  and  territories.  At 
laft  the  archduchefs  confented  to  withdraw  her  troops  en- 
tirely from  the  duchies  of  Cleves  and  Juliers  ;  upon  which 
.the.ftates  began  to  relax  a  little  from  their  former  rigour, 
condefeending  to  cede  all  their  conquefts,  except  the  three 
towns  juft  'mentioned  *•     With  this  conceffion  the  duke  of 
•Newburgh  was  forced  to  reft  fatisfied  j  accordingly  he  toA 
bis  leave,  and  returned  to  German)/. 
Propofals       ^'^  ^^  immediately  after  this  negotiation  that  the  court 
for  a  truce.  ^^  J5r^/f  made  propofals  for  a  truce  between  the  arcb- 
'  ducheis  and  the  ftates,  for  the  fpace  of  34  years,  upon  the 
fame  conditions  offered  21  years  before.     The  remittances 
neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  war  were  entirely  ftopped  at 
Madrid^  and  the  catholic  king  feenxed  to  take  little  con- 
cern in  the  event  of  the  war  carried  on  in  the  Netherlani, 
A  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  catholic  and  proteftant 
provinces,  about  this  timc^  had  fomewhat  diminifiied  that 
implacably  animoftty  which  had  for  fo  long  time  fubfiiM 
between  them.    This,  with  a  variety  of  other  circum- 
dftances,  the  archduchefe  hoped  wodd  difpofe  both  parties  to 
liften  to  the  means  of  eftabliflimg  the  tranquillity  of  the 
J  7  provinces,  after  a  bloody  war  of  60  years  daratiofl. 
It  was  well  known  at  the  Ihgue  that  neccffity  diftated  the 
propoials  to  the  archduchoTs ;  however  they  did  not  chafe 
abfolutely  to  rejed  proportions,  -i^hlch  might  turn  o^^ 
more  to  the  advants^e  of  the  provinces  than  even  a  fuc- 
cefsful  war.    After  the  conferences  held  at  Rpjendel,  fox 
the  exchange  of  prifoners,  the  archduchefs's  deputies  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Hague^  becaufe  the  Dutch  deputies  had  no 
inftruaions  to  enter  upon  the  bufinefs  of  a  truce.   Opini^^^ 
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were  diviicd  in  the  affcmbly  of  the  ftatcs  general.    Some 
perfuaded  themfelves  that  an  accommodation  with  Sfain 
would  incur  the  refcntment  of  Frame  5  they  urged,  that 
while  die  republic  had  nothing  to  fear,  it  was  abfurd  to 
confent  to  a  truce,  which  was  only  giving  the  enemy  time 
to  recover  their  exhaufted  ftrength  and  fpirits ;  and  that 
Holland  being  now  opulent  by  the  wealth  of  the  Indies^  and 
powerful  by  the  rcdufkion  of  Boijkdue  and  ff^ejfel^  the  two 
ramparts  of  the  United  Prwincesy  ought  in  her  turn  to  treat 
the  Spaniards  with  that  haughtineis  and  infolence,  of  which 
tbey  were  fo  profufe  in  their  profpcrity.    Thofe  of  a  con- 
trary opinion  fupported  their  fentiments  by   a  variety  of 
arguments, 'tending  to  evince,  that  a  fuppliant,  humbled 
enemy  ought  not  to  be  defpifed  ;  that  the  chance  of  war 
was  uncertain ;  and  that  thofe  who  were  this  year  at  the 
very  pinnacle  of  fortune,  might  next  feafon  be  reduced  to 
the  loweft  abyfs  of  diftrefs.     Thefe  general  reflcdions  they 
corroborated  bythe  fentiments  o^  the  late  excellent  patriot 
Barmveldtj  who,  with  the  confent  of  the  French  king,  had 
urged  pacific  meafurcs  in  1609.     They  might  poffibly  have 
carried  their  point,  had  not  cardinal  Richlieuy  bent  upon  re- 
trenching the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria^  traverfed  the 
negotiation,  by  means  of  the  fieur  de  Bouguy^  fent  in  quality 
of  ambaflador  to  t\ie  Hague  ^.    This  artful  minifler  prac-  Treaty 
tifed  fo  ingcnioufly  on  the  temper  of  the  flates,  that,  in-  ^itb 
fiead  of  concluding  a  truce  with  Sfain^  they  renewed  the  France. 
alliance  with  France^  then  at  war  with  the  catholic^  mo- 
narch.     The  treaty  differed  but  little  from  that  Hgned 
in  16279  but  never  ratified.    Here,   as  in  the  former,  the 
ftates  confented  to  enter  upon  no  truce,  treaty  of  peace, 
engagement,,  or  alliance,  without  the  confent  of  his  mofl  ^ 
chriiiian  majefly.    They  likewife  promifed  to  aifift  him 
with  troops,  ammunition,  cannon,  Q^c,  as  foon  as  his  army 
(bould  enter  upon  hoftilities  in  Artais^  Hainault^  and  the     , 
other  countries  belonging  to  the  Spaniards ;  the  king,  on  his 
part,  ftipulatiiig  to  pay  a  confiderable  fubfidy  to  the  flrates, 
,and  to  employ  the  fame  number  of  forces  in  the  Nether- 
lands,  which  he  had  hitherto  maintained.    AH  the  meafures 
takcn^by  Spain  and  the  court  of  Bfujpls^  to  promote  a  truce, 
were  difconcerted.      No  regard  was  paid  to  the  Flemijb 
deputies  at  the  Hague  ;  they  were  treated  with  the  utmofl 
contempt^  andin^danger  of  being-openiy  infulced.     An  an* 
fw^r   to-  their  proppfak  was-  puUiibed,  under  the  tkle  of 
the  An^ir true*  j  in  which  the  courts  of  Speiin  and  "^    '^' 
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were  lalhed   with   great    feverity,  and   indeed  Very  IhtU 
'  decency.     Yet  did  not.this  difcouraee  the  archduchefs  from 

proceeding  in  her  pacific  deii^ns.     She  had  recourfe  to  the 
inediation  of  England^  and  hoped  to  gain  an  influence  with 
the  mediator,  by  procuring  the  reftoration  of  the  cleftor  ; 
palatine,  brother-in-law  to  Charlesj    and   nephew  to  the 
prince  of  Orange.     The  ftatcs  themfelves  were  likewife  m- 
terefted  in  feeing  this  unhappy  pr  nee  re-eftahlifhed  in  the 
cIe£loral  dignity  and  his  dominions;  however  regard  for  the 
prince  did  not  operate  fo    powerfully  as  was  expeded. 
They  fuiFered  themfelves  to  be  (blicited  for  the  fpace  of 
four  months  by  the  Britijh  ambafTador,  and  at  laft  returned 
for  anfwer,  that  when  they  had  any  thoughts  of  concIu<iing 
a  truce,  they  would  acquaint  their  ally  the  king  of  Great 
Cmfg-        Britain  with  their  intentions.     This   put  an  end  to  the 
rencesfor  negotiation,  and  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  make  the  beft 
f  'T'^*  jr-  preparations  in    their   power    for  the  renewal  of  hofti- 

While  the  prince  of  Orange  was  employed  in  the  ficgc 
of  BoiJleduCj  the  Hollanders  fupported  a  vigorous  war  againft 

^  the  new  admiralty  formed  at  Dunkirk^  which  had  ftruck 
fuch  terror  fince  the  reduction  of.Breda^  and  the  excellent 

.  regulations  made  by  Spinola.  The  lofles  fuftained  by  the 
Dutch  merchants  obliged  the  ftates  to  encreafe  their  marine, 
and  fend  the  merchant-lhips  under  ftrong  convoys.  Early 
this  feafon  a  powerful  fquadron  put  to  fea,  under  the  con* 
iu&  of  the  new  admiral  of  Holland^  Peter  Heine,  and  next 
day  fell  in  with  three  Spanijb  men  of  war  on  the  coaft  of 
Flanders.  An  adlion  enfued,  and  Heine  vrs^  kiled  by  a 
cannon-bullet  at  the  iirft  broad-fide ;  but  his  lieutenant 
concealing  his  death  carefully,  the  mariners  continued  to 
fight  with  fplrit,  and  the  three  Spanijh  (hips  were  taken, 
and  carried  into  Rotterdam^  where  the  admiral's  death  was 
fixft  divulged  (A).      This  laft  defeat  gave  a  confiderable 

(A)  The  admiral's  remains  Zafi  and  Weft  India  companieSt 

were  condu£ied  with  great  fo-  all  the  difFerent  corporations  aC 

lemnity  to  Delft ^   where  they  ^/«^^r^«M,  and  a  great  number 

were  interred  with  the  utmoft  of  perfons  of  diftindtion,  bo* 

pomp  and  magnificence*  in  the  noured   the  funeral  with  theif 

great  cemetery  fet  afide  for  the  prefence.  A  fuperb  monaoient, 

monuments  of  illuftrious  per-  graced  with  the  relation  of  his 

ibnst    who    have   done    their  exploits,   was  erected    at  the 

country  important  fervices.  De-  public  expence,  and  Feten^t  m«* 

puties  from  the  ftates  general,  mory  continues,  at  this  day  to 

and  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  be  admired,    honoured,    md 

Zealand^  the  dirc^rs  of  the  efteemcd.  . 

check 
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check  to  the  Dunkirkirsy  and  difFufed  a  fpirit  of  difconteot  Jhemfer- 
and  mutiny  through  the  Spanijh  army  and  garrifons ;  who  ^hjitm»* 
could  not  but  attribute  to  mifcondudi,  that  the  wealth  in-  tions/tbe 
tended  for  their  maintenance  (hou  d   be  the  means  of  their  ?P*^' 
deftru<aion  ;  kn J   thofe ,  very  fums  deftined  for   their  pay,  j     r*'"' 
enriching  their  enemies,  and  pui  chafing  them  all  the  coii- 
venicncic3  of  life,  while  they  were  pining  under  all  the 
tniferies  of  hunger  and   nakednefs.     Crouds  of  deferters 
.  came  over  every  day  from  Breda^  and  thf  other  Spanijb 
garrifons.     Even  the  officers  in  the  count  de  Berg^s  army 
quitted   the  fervice,   and    enlifted  with  the  ftates.      The 
peaiants  were  opprefTed  with  contributions,  and  the  nobility 
"incenfed  at  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniardsj  and  the  preference 
given  to  foreigners.     Even  the  clergy  murmured,  declaimed 
Hgainft  the  remiiTnefs  of  the  government,  and  lamented  the 
danger  that  threatened  religion.      All  thefe  diibrders,    all 
thefe  grievances,  were  charged  by  the  natives  on  the  proud 
foreigners,    who  enjoyed  every    emolument  arifiag    from 
places,  penfions,  and  preferments,  without  contributing  at 
all  to  the  relief,  the  eafe,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  people. 
The  ftates   of  the  clergy   and  nobility  afl'embled,  to  deli- 
berate on  th€  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  and  the  means  of 
applying  remedies  to  oppreffions  altogether  unfupportablc* 
Many  perfons  were  for  fubmitting  to  the  HoUanJers^  with- 
out regard  to  the  protcftant  religion,  which  they  had  efla- 
bliflied,  and  their  declared  oppofition  to  the  catholic  faith  ; 
/  but  others,  touched  with  conscience,  and  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  religion  of  their  anceftors,  propofed  deputing  the 
archbiihop  of  Mechlin  and  the  duke  d'krfchot  to  the  arch- 
duchefs,  to  reprefent  to  hei   the  grievances  of  which  the 
people  cpmplained  ;  all  of  which  had  their  rife  in  the  pre- 
ference (hewn  to  foreigners.   They  gave  her  to  underftand, 
that,  on  condition  they  were  not  faddled  with  the  minifters 
and  officers  of  the  Spanijh  court,  they  would  willingly  give 
up  all  the  affiftance  in  troops,  and  remittances  in  money, 
expected  from  that  kingdom  5  not  doubting  but  they  Ihould 
be  able   to  defend  their    religion  and   liberty,  under  the 
general  authority  of   his  cathode   majefty   and  the  arch- 
duchefs.     The  good  princefs  heard  their  complaints,  felt 
-  for  their  misfortunes,  apd  promifed  to  do  all  in  her  power 
to  re<^refs  them. .  With  this  view  flie  fent  the  count  de  Soire 
into  Spiun  ;  but  the  duke  de  Oltvarez  deftroyed  the  efFeds  of 
Her  remonftrances.     Difappointed  in  this  hope,  the  arch- 
duchefs  endeavoured  to  eafe  her  fubjedls,  by  opening  a  free 
intercourfe  of  trade  between  them  and  the  ftates  of  the 
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United  Provinces  ^  j  and  as  the  HoUmiders  and  the  pHnctf  rf 
Orange  (hewed  no  diflike  to  this  project,  fhe  miftook  tbei]^ 
attachment  to  commerce  for  an  iiicHnation  to  renew  the 
conferences  for  a  truce  j  but  foon  perceived  that  they  were 
xefolved  to  purfue  their  good  fortune,  until  a  proper  barrier} 
and  firmer  fccurity,  were  procured  for  the  republic. 
RfdiGev         SiifCE  the  late  treaty  with  France^  cardinal  RiMeu  &* 
makes  an    re£led  the  counfels  of  the  dates  general,    and  foon  dif- 
mttempt  io  covered  that  all  his  good  offices  towards  the  repabUc,  had 
feixeapoH  their  fource  in  felf-intereft.     While  he  was  careiBng  the 
theciijtf  ilates,  and  cajolling  the  people  With  the  hope  of  power- 
Orangc.     f^i  fuccours  from'  the  French  king,  be  Wsls  lecretly  coft^ 
triving  the  means  of  feizing  on  the  tdwri  of  Orange^  arid 
the  patrimony  of  prince  Henry.     For  fome'  time  he  had 
.maintained  a  clandefline  correfpondence  with  the  fieut  if 
Walkemburghj  governor  of  the  city,  who,  not'withftantfn^ 
he  was  the  great  favourite  of  the  pfince  his  niafleT,  couid 
not  avoid   lending  an   ear  to  the  bewitching  folicitatrdriS 
of  Richlieu^  who  of  all  men  beft  undet'ftood   the  h^nraii 
heart,  and  moft  fuccefsfuUy  employed  the  talerft  of  feduc- 
tion.     ffalkembufgh  confented  to  furrender  the  place  to  the 
cardinal  for  the  funi  of  400,000  livres  in  money,  and  an 
cftate  in  Provence  of  20,000  livres  in  value  j  but   ]niiftiri|j^ 
upon  being  put  in  poffeffion  ofthe  whole,  before  He  ad-' 
mitted   a  French  garrifon,  the  negotiation  was  p^rotradeifi 
and  the  prince  had  fome  intimation  of  his  infidelity.     The 
government  of  the  town   and  citadel  was   triennial  5  but* 
the  prince,  out  of  regard   for  Walkemburghyhr o^t  through 
the  rule,  and   continued  him  in   the  government  beydnd 
the  ufual  time.     Immediately,  on  advice  of  his  treafchery, 
the  office  was  bellowed  on  Knuyth  a  Zealandefj  whQ  pur-, 
fued  his  in(lru£lions  with  great  addrefs,  aflb(hbled  a  body  of 
troops  with  the  utnxoft  expedition  and  privacy,  got  poffef* 
.    fion  of  the  city,  blocked  up  Walkemburgh  in  the  houfe  of  a 
burgher  where  he  had  dined,  killed  hind  in  a  fcuMe  that 
enfued.  on  his  refuling  to  furrender,  and  then  laid  fiege" 
to  the  citadel,  which  the  lieutenant-governor  gave  up,  on 
being  informed  of  fFalkcntbufgh's  death,  and  Knuyth^s  cortt- 
miffion.     This  laid  thie  foundation  of  that  rivetted  averfion, 
which  the  prince  ever  afterwards  entertained  for  the  caN. 
dinal,   and  oppofition  to  the  grandeur    of   the  houfe  of 
Bourbon^  conftantly  (hewn  uport  all  occafions  by  the  fuc- 
cceding  princes  of  the  family  of  Orange^. 

^  NvviLLS,  torn.  11.  cap.  8.       ^^  Lb  CtEKc,  Hiil;  pi  i;^* 
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Tttje  prudence,   the  valour,  and  the  great  moderation 
of  prince  Henry  had  raffed  him  to  a  higher  degree  of  credit 
>vicd  the  ftatcs  and  the  people,  than  even  his  brother  or 
father  had  acquired.     Perceiving  that  he  had  no  intention 
to  abufe  his  authority,  or  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  they  refolved  to  teftify  their  gratitude,  by  rendering 
tht  ftadtholderfhip  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  raifing  his  The  ftad9* 
fbn  to  the  office  of  general  of  the  cavalry,  though  then  only  holderflnp  ' 
in  the  fifth  year  of   his   age.      Thefe  a£ls   of  acknow- «f;«^^  ^^'^f- 
Icdgment  were  accompanied  by  particular  demonftrations  ^^^^J* 
of  the  joy  of  the  people  ;  and  a  folemn  deputation  from  the 
ftates  general  waited  upon  the  prince  with  the  ftrongeft 
aflurances  of  their  efteem  and  gratitude.  The  young  prince's 
commiifion    was  prcfented  in   a  gold  qafket,  and  compli- 
ments were  poured  in  daily  from  the  ftates  of  all  the   pro- 
vinces.    But  the  attention  required  to  thefe  ceremonials  . 
did  not  divert  Henry  from  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftate  j  he 
refolved  to  (hew  himfelf  worthy  of  his  new  honours,  by 
a  double  portion  of  diligence.     AfTembling  his  army  near 
Emmericy  where  he  had   formed  vaft  magazines  of  corn  im^ 
ported  from  Dantzic^    his  great  preparations  alarmed  the 
tourts  of  Bruje/s  and  Madrid^  as  they  ftill  entertained  re* 
mote  hopes,  that  the  truce   might  yet  take   place.     The 
archduchefs,  fenfible  that  it  was  vain  to  flatter  herfelf  longer 
with  this  profpe<S,  exerted  herfelf  to  put  the  artny  in  % 
condition   to  take  the  field,  and  for  that  purpofe  laid  ad« 
ditional  taxes  on   the  clergy  and  people,     A   proceeding 
fo  neceflary  when  the  treafury  was  quite  exhaufted,  excited 
the  clamours  of  the  Flemings  \  and  the  ill-judged  policy  of 
the  court  of  Madrid^    increafed  their  difcontent,  by  ap* 
pointing  the  marquis  de  Santa  Cruz  to  fucceed  Spinola  io 
the  command   of  the  forces,    an   employmeijit  which  the 
people   hoped  would  be  conferred    upon   a  native  of  the 
ifetherlands.     To  fweeten  the  draught,  which  it  was  well 
known   would  prove  unpalatable  to  ihe  RemingSy  a  repoft 
was  fpread,  that  the  marquis  was  to  ferve  under  the  car* 
dinal  Ferdinand  of  Aufiria^  brother  to  the  catholic  king, 
and  nephew  to  the  archduchefs,  who  was  to  fucceed  her 
,  in    the    governmerit*     Count  Henry  de  Berg   was    made 
mareOial-gcneral  of  all  the   troops  in   Flanders^  and  Carlo 
Colonna  was   raifed  to  the  xank  of   camp-mafler-genera|. 
A  corps  of  6000  men  was  deftined   to  coyer  Antwerp  and 
Mechlin^  under  the  condud  of  Zapeta ;,  the  care  of  all  the 
convpys  vws  committed  to  Lucas  CayrOj    who  had  4000. 
foot,  and  thirty  troops   of  hcrfc  under  bis  command.     As 
to  the  count  de  Berg^    he  took  poft  near  Rhimkert^  for 
Mop.  Hist.  V9C  XXXI.  U  the 
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ei  dfF  before  the  engagement  begun.  •  Patfr  ^as  (00 
far  advanced  to  retire  with  fafety  or  honour,  he  deter* 
mined  therefore  to  fupply  the  want  of  numbers  by  cou- 
rage, fell  upon  the  enemy  with  irreiiflible  impetuofity, 
funk  four  and  burned  ux  of  their  (hips,  before  he 
could  be  furrounded.  After  having  long  kept  vidory  in 
fufpenfe  by  dint  of  (kill  and  intrepidity,  he  faw  one  of 
his  fineft  vefTtls  blown  up,  with  the  crew,  confifting  of 
300  men.  This  lofs  was  fucceeded  by  another  accident, 
which  all  his  prudence  and  valour  could  not  remedy. 
The  po^yder-^oom  of  bis  own  (hip  took  fire,  the  flames 
fpread  in  defpite  of  his  utmoft  endeavours,  and  Pater; 
with  above  four  hundred  brave  feamen,  pdrKhed  in  tbe 
flames.  Five  (hips  now  only  remained,  and  they  fought 
with  redoubled  vigoiu",  determining  to  revenge  the  death 
of  their  valiant  admiral.  Nothing  could  exceed  their 
fury;  fliey  cleared  their  decks,  crouded  with  Spankri 
who  had  boarded  them,  tinged  the  fea,  with  biood, 
and  covered  it  with  floating  carcafes.'  At  laft,  perceiving 
they  muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  numbers,  they  made 
one  defperate  pufli,  broke  through  the  enemy's  line,  and, 
after  having  deftroyed  four  (hips,  got  clear,  and  fteered 
their  courfe  unpurfued  to  Olinda,  The  honour  of  viSor]f 
remained  with  the  Spaniards ;  but  they  had  purchafcd  it 
fo  dear,  that  d'Oquendo  was  difabled  for  that  year  from 
afting  ofFenfively*  Returning  to  Europe  fomc  time  after, 
he  was  attacked  by  four  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  defeated 
with  the  lofs  of  700  men,  22  officers,  tjiree  (hips  and  hi 
vice-admual.  Such,  were  the  exploits  of  which  the  court 
of  Madrid  boafted  ;  but  a  falfe  relation  of  fa£is  ferved 
for  a  time  to  blind  the  public,  and  appeafe  the  clamoursof 
the  people  *». 

While  Spain  was  bufied  in  preparing  for  the  defence 

of  the  Netherlands^    and   the  recovery    of  her    loffcs  ifl 

Brafil^  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  turned  upon  .  the  king 

of  Sweden^  whofe  irruption  into  Germany  threw  the  whole 

empire  into  confternation.     In  the  fpace  of  one  year  h 

'^'  ^'    had    conquered    whole    provinces,  reftored   the  dukes  rf 

1^3^*      Aleeilenburghj  to  the  dominions  of  which   they  were  de- 

/poil^d  by  the  vidlorious  imperial  general  Wallijhiny  defeated 

the  emperor's  troops   in  divers  rencounters,  obtained  the 

,    glorious  viftory  of  Leipjic  over  Tilly^  the  mol^  celebrated 

commander  or  his  age,  crofled  the  Rhine  and  the  Danak^ 

reduced  above  fixty  towns,  fortrefies,  and  cities^  and  wa> 

*»  NtyviLLi,  lorn.  ii.  cap.  io« 
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«n  the  brink  of  overthrowing  the  whole  power,  and  fub- 
je^'ng  the  grandeur  of  the  antient  houfe  of  Aujiriaj 
which  had  long  given  law  to  ChriJIendom,  Covered  with 
laurels,  and  hedged  in  by  vidlory,  this  glorious  monarch 
did  not  think  the  ftates  of  the  United  Provinces  unworthy 
of  his  alliance.  They  had  long  laboured  in  the  fame 
caufe,  and  with  equal  perfeverance  and  courage  fought  in 
defence  of  liberty  and  the  protcftant  religion.  With  this 
view  he  fcnt  his  chancellor  Oxenftierne  to  the  Hague^  where 
he  was  received  with  all  the  honours  due  to  his  own 
merit,  and  the  minifter  of  fo  great  a  prince  and  hero. 
-A  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  king  and  the  republic,  ^^f^y 
whereby  they  ftipulated  to  attack  the  Spaniards  on  the  **'''^  Swe- 
'SMine^  with  all  their  forces,  and  by  this  means  divide  the  ^*"* 
Aujhian  army.  The  penfionary  Pauw  was  fent  to  the 
•king,  to  adjuft  further  particulars  <^. 

To  fulfil  the,  treaty  with   Sweden^  the  prince  of  Orange 
took  the  field  at  the  head  of  253  companies  of  infantry, 
and  58  troops  of  cavalry.     Several  detachments  were  fent 
.out  to   reconnoitre  the  enemy ;  and  the  prince  entering 
Spanijh,  Guelderland,  bent  his  courfe  towards  Venloy    feizing 
upon  Arfen^    a  little  fortrefs  upon  the  Meufe.     Next  day 
he  fummoned  the  garrifon  of  Venlo,      The  magiftrates  dc- 
•fired    him    to    confult    the    count   de  Berg;    but  Henry 
'^marched  his  troops  by  two   avenues,   amidft  the  furious 
^difcharge  of  the  artillery  on  thfe   ramparts,    and  a  iharp 
fally  made  by  the  garrifon.     Before  morning,  the  trenches 
^were  advanced  three  hundred  yards,  notwithftanding  the 
^befieged  gave  all  poffible  obftru£lion.     A   battery  of  fix 
I  pieces  of  cannon  was  erefted,    which   played  fo  briflcly 
'with  ignited  balls,  that  one  fide  of  the  town  was  fet  on 
*  fire.     By  the  3d  of  y««/?,  the  inhabitants,  feeing  the  enemy  * 
approach  the  ditch,   defired    to '  capitulate,    on  condition 
*that  their  privileges  were  preferved,  liberty  of  confcience 
^  permitted,  and*  a  church  allowed  for  the  public  exercife  of 
fc-thc  catholic  religion.      The  garrifon,  fcrupling  to  fubmit 
'  on  the  fame  terms  with  the  burghers,  defended  themfelves 
^for  a  day,  and   then  capitulated^  retiring  to   the  city  of 
^  yuliers.     This  fiege,  though  the  firing  was  extremely  briflc, 
coft  the  befieged  only  two  lives,  which  was  attributed  to 
the  prudent  cpndud  of  prince  Henry^  imitating  the  ex- 
ample of  his  brother  Maurice^   in  expofing  his  troops  to 
danger,  only  in  cafes  of  extreme  neceffity. 

*  PuFFEND.  Hili.  Grncrale,  torn.  vi.  lib.  vi. 
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'  HENRT  was  no   fooncr  in  poiTeffionof  Venh^   tin* 
he  detached  count  Erneft  with  600O  men,  towards  Sir  aim 
TbePnnce  ^^^  Huremonde^  the  former  of  which    furrendercd  without 
r/^  Orange  |.e^jftance  to   the  fieur  .7 ruilleri.     Jiuremondey  an  epifcopal 
^fusr'l ad-    ^^"^^  ^^   Gueldirlandy  was   beficgcd   by  Ernfji  in  perfon. 
vantages,   Batteries  were  immediately  ereded,  but  before  they  began 
to  play,  the  prince  of  Orange  arrived    in  the  camp,    Hi« 
prefence  wrought  fuch  an   cfFed  on  the  inhabitants,  that 
they  furrendered  next  day,  the  lOth  of  yune,  on  the  &mc 
conditions   granted    to   the    magiftratc«  of  Venh.      The 
prince's  moderatioo  contributed  no  lefs  to  the  fuddcn  re- 
dudlion  of  towns,  than  his  valour.     He  generally  granted! 
all  their  privileges,  and  liberty  of  confcience   to  the  con- 
'  quered,  who  experienced  no  other  hardihip  than  what  is 

confcquent  on  a  mere  change  of  maftcrs  and  of  government. 
The  fiege  of  Ruremonde  proved  however  extremely  un- 
fortunate to  the  provinces  of  Groningen  and  Frifelandj  who 
by  a  mufket-ball,  the  laft  Ifeot  fired  by  the  garrifon,  loft 
their  excellent  governor,  count  Erneft  Cafimir  of  Najfm> 
He  was  fticceeded  in  His  dignities  by  his  ibn  Henry  Erntjit 
,and  the  ftates  general  acknowledged  their  efteem  forthc 
deceafed,  by  making  tbe  ftadthoUerfliip  of  the  two  pro* 
yinces  hereditary  in  his  family. 

In  the  mean  time  JVilliam  of  Naffiiu  giiined  vety  coit^ 

fiderable   advantages   over  the  enemy.     He  was  detached 

with   a  corps   qf   three  thoufand   men   by  the   pripce  of 

Orange^  to  harrafs  the   enemy  on  the  banks  of  the  ScheH* 

Embarking  his  troops  in  a  number  of  fmall    boats  at  fo- 

mekins^    he  puflbed  up    the   river  to  i/'/fo,    made  himfcif 

mafter  of  the  important  poft  and  dyke  at    Cowejiein^  and 

of  two  forts  at   the  extremities   of  the  dykes,    from  the 

•  Beheld  to  the  territory  of  Ryen..    Afterwards  he   took  Pii- 

gai^  fort  St.  M^rtin^  and  all  the  works  which   covered  S/- 

yi'tet.     To  oppofe  his   progrefs,  the  Spaniards  dctaehtd  a 

body  of  5000  men,  compofed  of  the  garrifon  of  jtni^^i 

and  the  militia  of  the  country,  under  the  generals  Col^nx^ 

and  Feria.     A  battle  was  fought  nctir  Calio,  in  which  both 

fides  behaved  with  great  valour ;  but   the  Sccicb  and  Irip 

auxiliaries   at   laft  broke   the   enemy,  defeated  them,  and 

took  a.  great  number  of  prifoners,  killed  400  tncrti  among 

whom   was  the  brave  Spinelli,   and   obtained   a  compleat 

'  vidlpry.     So   many  advantages   gained    by   the  HoUaniffi 

2^^ g  ^^^'^^  determined  the  count  de  Berg 'to  rcfign  his  commiffiofl) 

re/i    5^      ^fter  he   had    faithfully   ferved  the   court  of   Spain  for  a 

/       great    number  of  years,    notwitbftanding   he  yts^  p^^}l 

rclaj:ed  to  the  prince  of  Orang^^  conncftSl  by  ftroiig^l^*' 

•  ■  •       *  ^  -WiA 


ijHth  ,qount  Stlrumy  to  whom  he  had  given  lis  daughter, 
in  marriage,  attached  to  liberty,  but  fo  zealous  a  ca- 
tholic that  his  confcience  would  not  fufFer  him  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  proteflant  government  eftablifbed  in  the  SeiJen 
Provinces.  He  retired  to  Liege,  under  pretence  that  it 
was  a  neutral  city,  and  that  he  wSs  d^ferted,  and  denied  a 
body  of  forces  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  Guelder /and-, 
but  it  was  generally  fuppofed,  he  had  concerted  mat- 
ters with  the  prince  of  Orange,  being  difgufted  with  the! 
preference  fhewn  to  foreigners.  The  fudden  retreat  of  fo 
important  a  perfonage  alarmed  the  court  of  RruJ/els.  The 
archduchefs  feared    that  fo  dangerons  an   example  would  / 

be  infiitated  by  others  of  the  nobility,  diffatisfied  with  the 
condudl  of  the  Spanijh  miniftry',  and  ready  to  enter  into  a 
-league  for  the  expulfion  of  all  foreigners  out  of  the  iVI?-  - 
iher lands.  Prilled  with  thefe  apprehenfions,  (he  difpatched 
21  letterxto  the  count,  written  with  her  own.  hand,  in- 
viting him  back  to  BrtiJJels,  and  promifing  to  redrefs  all  his 
grievances ;  but  the  count,  excufed  himfelf  in  an  anfwer 
couched  in  the  moft  refpe^lful  terms,  for  the  princefs.  fla 
was  fenfible  of  her  goodpefs,  but  he  knew  her  power  was 
limited  by  Olivarez,  and  that  her  favour  to  himfelf  would 
be  matter  of  difcontent  to  all  the  Spaniards,  He  hoped, 
he  faid,  that  his  faithful  perfonal  fervices  of  '40  years,' 
and  the  death  of  fix^  brothers  flain  in  the  war,  would  give 
fuiEcient  teftimony  of  his  zeal  for  the  houfe  of  Jujlria; 
and  the  catholic  religion.  He  -touched  upon  the  fufFer-. 
ings  of  the  country,  and  the  ruin  of  the  catholic  caufe, 
from  the  pride,  avarice,  and  that  contempt  vC^hfch  the 
Spaniards  afFefted  to  entertain  for  the  .  natives.  ,  He  wrotej 
at  the  fame  time,  a  circular  letter,  in  form  of  a  manifefto, 
to  the  clergy,  nobility,  arid  tov/ns  of  the  Ten  Provinces, 
tojuftify  his  condu6l  with  refpeil  to  the  marquis  de  Le- 
ganezy  and  other  Spaniards  with  whom  he  was  at  variance* 
In  the  refult*  he  entirely  threw  off  the  imafk,  declared  his 
intention  of  levying  an  army  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
\try,  againft  the  oppofition  and  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards, 

On  t'le  1 8th  of  June  the  prince  of  Orange  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  count  de  ^erg,  applauding  his  refciution,  and 
declaring  that  he  (hould  not  have  feized  upon  the  towns 
in  Spanijh  Guelderland^  of  which  he  was  governor,  but 
that  they  were  left  defencelefs,  the  magiftrates  refufing  to 
furoifli  the  Spanijh  garrifons  with  money,  which  he  feare3 
might  produce  tumults  and  the  ruin  of  the  places.  He  *  a  l 
offered  him  all  manner  of  affiftance  and  confolation,  in  bis^^^^  • 
own  name,  aiid  that  of  the  ftates  general,  and  requefted  ^^^^ 


I  He  de> 

dares 
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he  would  rely  upon  their  friendlhip  ai'd  protedion^  againft 
all  his  enemies.  With  refpeft  to  the  catholic  religion,  in 
which  he  was  fo  zealous,  he  might  reft  fatisfied,  as  the 
ftates  were  determined  to  permit  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
the  free  cxcrcife  of  the  Romijh  religion  in  all  their  c<  n- 
quefts,  as  was  obvious  from  their  condu£l  at  Venlo^  Stra- 
knj  and  Ruremonde.  The  ftates  of  Liege^  apprehenfive 
that  the  declaration  publiflicd  by  the  count  de  Berg  might 
be  regarded  as  a  breach  of  their  neutrality,  publi(hed  a  pro- 
teft  of  their  having  no  (hare  in  the  count's  defigns ;  while 
•  he,  on  his  part,  confirmed  their  afleveration  by  a  folemn 
a£^,  acquitting  the  chapter  and  flates  of  all  communica- 
tion,  interefi,  or  conn e£l ion,  with  his  affairs,  and  the  pur- 
port of  his  lite  declaration.  Meafures  fo  deliberate  and 
well  laid,  convinced  the  court  of  Brujfeb^  that  the  count's 
rcfolutihn  had  not  been  formed  in  a  fuddcn  fit  of  difgufti 
the  Spaniards  infmuated  to  the  archduchefs,  that  the  in- 
vafion  of  Spanijh  Quelierland  was  in  confequence  of  fc- 
erct  intelligence  between  him  artd  the  prince  of  Orange* 
This  firft  determined  her  to  prevent  the  confequcnces  of 
bis  defertion  by  letters  wrote  \o  the  three  eftaces  of  the 
provinces,  and  then,  by  a  perfonal  declaration  againft  the 
count,  with  an  order  to  feize  his  perfon.  So  vigorous  a 
refoluiion  terrified  the  count's  party,  and  obliged  him  to 
fcturn  to  SiXj  in  Holland^  upon  which  he  was  declared  a 
traitor  by  the  court  ot  Brujfeh^  and  condemned  to  lofc  his 
jiead  upon  a  fcafFo^d. 

The  revolt  however  of  the  count  dt  Berg  did  not 
produce  all  the  expefled  confeqiiences.  It  was  fuppofed 
that  the  TUmiJh  troops  would  defert,  by  which  means 
the  archduchefs  would  be  deprived  of  her  greateft 
Jlrcngth,  and  difabled  from  oppofing  the  conquefts  of  the 
prince  of  Qr^ng^ ;  but  that  princefs  had  taken  her  mea* 
furcs  fo  prudently,  and  was  fo  univerfally  beloved,  that 
'  fcarce  any  more  than  the  ufual  defertion  happened.  It 
was  notwithftanding  a  tprrible  blow  to  the  court  of  Spain^ 
a$  (be  wa?  now  deprived  of  a  general  ta  oppofc 
prince /£?»rv,  and  whole  popularity  in  Guelderland  might 
greatly  aflift  the  operations  of  the  army.  Four  towns 
jind  three  forts,  (ituated  en  the  Meufe^  were  reduced  in  the 
fpace  of  eight  days.  By  the  loth  of  Jum^  the  Dutch  had 
puttied  tbrir  conquefts  quite  to  Maeftricht^  and  pene- 
trated to  the  far^heft  extremity  of  t\\^  6\xQhy  of  Limhurgb. 
^aeftrichfitftV^  the  moft  commodious  paflage  of  the  Meufe^ 
^as  now  invefted,  after  it  had  quietly  remained  in  th? 
l^^n.ds  of  the  Spaniards  fin?c  |hc  year  J579,  when  it  wai 


^  Repuhtie  of  l^olland.  a$}r' 

taten  by  the  dutt  of  Parma.  The  x:ity  was  defended 
only  by  a  garrifon  of  2500  men,  under  the  command  of 
the  baron  de  Leda^  nephew  to  the  count  de  Motery^  an 
officer  6f  grc.u  experience,  abfent  when  the  prince  of 
Orange  formed  the  fiege.  That  prince  carried  on  his 
approaches  with  bis  ufual  caution^  while  the  baron  per- 
formed all  that  youth,  fire,  and  an  eager  thirft  of  ^lory 
could  infpire.  With  his^  only  troop  of  cavalry,  he  rccon- 
noitered  the  difpofiticn  of  the  Duuh  trenches,  maintained. 
a  (harp  conflidt,  and  returned  with  a  number  of  prifoners 
fuperior  to  his  whole  party  5  a  fuccefs  which  fo  elated  ih« 
inhabitants,  that  the  whole,  without  diflinflion,  even  the 
clergy  and  women,  determined  to  fecond  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  their  intrepid  governor,  and  labour  in  repairing 
the  fortifications.  A  fally  was  made  to  burp  all  the  fur- 
rounding  houfes,  which  could  any  way  afSft  the  approach 
of  the  befieged  5  but  the  garrifon  was  repulfed  with,  great 
flaughter.  All  the  batteries  being  finifhed  by  the  14th  of 
Jum^  the  reft  of  the  month  was  employed  in  battering  the 
walls,  and  advancing  the  works,  which  the  befieged  en- 
deavoured to  obftruft  by  a  great  number  of  brifk  fallies* 
Sometimes  they  proved  fuccefsful,  and  in  one  fally  they 
deftroyed  two  batteries,  filled  up  part  of  the  trenches,  and 
made  prodigious  carnage  *. 

Meantime  the  Spaniards^  fenfible  that  Maeftricht  was  m^^t 
a  town  of  the  laft  importance,  were   collefting   all   their  ip^ht"  fc- 
ftrength  for  its  relief,    and  not  fatisfied  with  their  own  r^^^/; 
forces,  had  rccourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  their  allies.     Gon- 
zales  de  Cordova^  with   a  body  of  forces  drawn   from   the 
palatinate,    prefented  himfelf    before   the  trenches,    upon 
which  he  played  with  twenty-four  pieces  of  heavy  cannon ;  • 
but  endeavouring  to   force  his  way   into  the   town>  was 
vigoroufly  repulfed  by  the  French  and   Englijh  auxiliaries. 
The  fieur   d'EJiiaux  particularly   diftinguiflbed    himfelf  in 
this   affair,    purfuing  the  enemy    acrofs    the  river,   wiifh 
fuch   impetuofity,    that   he   penetrated  the  Spanijh  camp, 
threw  it  in  great  confufion,  and  retired   with  a  confider* 
able  number  of  prifoners.     Gonzalef  colleSing  his  difperfed 
troops,  attempted  to  feize  all  the  avenues  leading  to  th^ 
Dutch  camp,  and  thereby  cut  off  their  provifions;  but  the 
prince  of  Orange  took  fuch  meafures  as  effectually  baffled 
ihe   proje<Sl  of  the   Spaniard.     Six   week^   had  now  been 
confumed   in  this  fiege,  dufing  which  a  variety  of  fallics 
dnd  affdults  were  made,  which  gave  it  fo  mi^ch  reputation^ 

*  NuviLii,  torn.  ii.  cap.  If. 

that 
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\h,t  Yojuntecrs   flocked    from  all   quavers  of  Europe^  to 
learn  the  art  of  war  under  jbrincc  Henry.     Qn  the  22d  of 
^uly^  the  marquis  de  Santa  Crux  arrived  with  his  whole 
army  before  the  trenches,  and  attempted  to    force  a  paf- 
6ge  over   the  Mettfe  at  Stocken  j  but   his   troops  were  fo 
roughly  handled,  that  he    was  forced  to  wait  patiently  for 
the    anival  of  his  artillery,    and  the    German   auxiliaries 
Under  Pappenheiniy  one  of  the   beft  officers   in  the  empe- 
ror's fervice.     When  the  prii^ce  of  Orange  underflood  that 
this  reinforcement   had  joined  the  Spanijh  general,  he  re- 
doubled his  vigilance,    placed  ftronger  guards  at   all  the 
pofts,  and    ordered  IVilliam  of  Najau    to  join   the  camp 
with  the    troops  he   bad  levied    in  the  neighbourhood  of 
of  Nlmeguen.     Nor  had  Pappenheim  reafbn    to   be  fatisfied 
With  the   reception   given    him   by  the   rnarquis  de   Santa 
Crtiz^  and  the  Spantjh  officers,  who  were  jealous  of  his  re- 
putation, and  afraid  he  would   run  away   with   trffc  whole 
'    ^         Jionour  of  relieving..M7j/7r/V-'/.     To  prevent  this^  he  fent 
the  duke  of  Newburgh^  with   propofals   to    the   piince  cf 
Orange^  for  changing  hoftilities  into  a  negotiation.     Pap- 
penheim^ inccnfed  at  the  ufage,  declared  by  a  trumpet,  that 
he  was  come  with  the  imperial  army  to  oppofe  the  DutcK 
and  immediately  advanced  to  force  the  prince's  intrench- 
^  tnents.     The  Hollanders  fuftained   the    attack   with   great 
firmnefs,  and  at  1  aft  drove  back  the  impel  ia'ifts  with  proBigi- 
"     •     ous  flaughter.     Pappenheim  then  entrenched  himfclf  oppofitc 
to  count   Siirum^s  quarters,^   with    intention  to  feize  the 
^firft  opportunity  of  throwing  fuccours  into  the  town.     To 
fecond    his  defign,  the   befieged  made  a  brlfk  fally,"  furi- 
oufly  attacked  the  Englijh  quarters,  and  filled   the   trenches 
with  blood.     Above  400  Britljh   foldiers  perifhed   in  this 
afiion,  the  principal  of  whom  were   the  lord  Oxford,  ani 
Colonel  TVHUarns^,  '" 

'  After  Pappenheim  had  fully  examined  the  pofts,  the 
ftrength  and  fituation  of  the  befiegers,  he  difpofed  every 
thing  for  a  fecond  attack,  on  the  i8th  of  Augufi^  planted  hi? 
cannon,  and  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle.  Two 
j-egiments  of  carbineers  compofed  the  van,  followed  by 
all  the  infantry,  with  fafcines  to  fill  up  the  trenches;  the 
cavalry  fupported  both  wings.  The  attack  was  fo  impetu- 
ous, that  notwithftanding  the  trenches,  were  choaked  up 
with  their  dead,  the  Germans  ftill  prefled  on,  and  obliged 
the  Dutch  to  abandon  their  advanced  works.  The  fight 
was  obftinately  maintained  for  three  hours,  when  the 
t  *.  *      ■    ■ 

•  Vic  de  prince  Henry,  p.  102.  ^■' 

'       :  '  *     ^       prince 


))riiice  of  Orange  arrived  with  frefli  troops,  condu£led  by  *      , 

•^he  dukes  de  Candale  and  Bouillon^  and  a  body  of  volun- 
teers formed  out  of  the  flower  of  the  French  nobility. 
They  attacked  the  Germans  in  flank,  with  irrefiftible  fury.: 
the  fcale  of  fortune  was  now  changed,  ai^d  the  imperialifts 
in  their  turn  put  in  diforder,  defeated,  and  driven  /roifi 
^  ihe  entrenchments.  The  brave  imperialift  was  Chocked, 
to  fee  the  Spaniards  cool  fpeftators   of  the  flaughter  of  his  ' 

•troops  ;  he  complained  to  the  marquis  de  Santa  Cruz  5  but 
.his  application  meeting  only  with  ridicule,  he  determined 
once  more  to  exert  his  valour,  4ind  demonftrate  that  he 
iCould  finiQi  his  bufiaefs  without  their  afliftance{A).  -A 
tfecond  time  be  returned  to  the  charge ;  both  fides  of  the 
iPntch  camp  were  attsicked,  and  he  forced  a  footing  for 
his  cavalry  within  the  trenches.  H?  fuftained  the  attack, 
I  from  one  till  feven  in  the  evening,  the  Spaniards  all  the 
,while  remaining  quiet  fpedators  of  his  extraordlBary  ef- 
.  forts  of  gallantry  and  conduft.  The  artillery,  mu&etry, 
granades,  bombs,  and  carbines,  continued  an  unremit-  ' 
.ting  difcharge,  and  the  clouds  of  fmpke  obfcured  the  lighf, 
and  made  it  impbflible  for  the  combatants  to  diftinguiQ^ 
^ach    other.      Prince   Henr^j    the   dukes  de   Condele    and  '  , 

^Bouillon^  count  John   Maurice  of  Najfau^  and   the  Frtneh 
volupt^cr^,  oppoied    their   utmoft    vigour  to' the   fury  df 
•Pappenheim^  who  performed  every  duty  of  a  foldier  and 
.great  gene/al.     Perceiving  his  troops  gave  way,  he  ^re£lq|d       .*■  »• 
4 gibbets  behind,  and  forced  them   in  defpair  to  return  to* '^ 
.return  to  the  attack,  to  avoid  a  more  ignominious  death.  ^         ^t 
;The  garrifon  finding  fiich  aftonifliingly  brave  efforts  made 
for  their  relief,  refolved  to  contribute  their  endeavours,  aiyl 
^fallying  out  vigoroufly  upon  the  £«^///&  quarters,  made  a 
.  confide r able  diverfion,  but  were  at   lall  repulfed  with  lofs, 
after  an  obftinate   engagement.     The  Germans  Were'  dif- 
-Gouraged  by  the  defeat  of  the   befieged.     They^  had   re- 
.peatedly  come  back  to  the  charge,  and  were  as  often  re- 
pulfed.     Now  they  were  fatigued,  exhauflcd,  and  broken, 
while  iht  Dutch  poured  in  frefh  to  the  attack,  and  relieved 
:  the  troops  that  had  fufFered.     After  one  furious  unfuccefi* 
..ful  attenapt,  Pappenheim  retired  in  tolerable  order,  leavitig 

(A)    Nwvilie    reports,     that  tlie  ditch  with  GffV9tr/z»*carcafits. 

.w)»en  Fapfenbetm  deiired  that  We  muH:  confefs    this  raillery 

.  the  Spaniards  might  march  to  appears    too  indelicate  for  an 
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two  thoufand  killed  on  the  field,  and  nine  hundred  wounded 
prifoners,  among  whom  wa$  lieutenant-general  Lindkckj  four 
colonels,  and   a  great  number  of  inferior  officers,  gjrcatly 
chagrined  at  his  defeat,   and  the  condudl  of  the  Spaniardsy 
who  regarded  his  difappointment.as  a  real  vidory  gained 
by  themfelves. 

Vkwcz  Henry  finding  himfelf  difengagcd  from  foforn\i- 
dable  an  opponent  as  the  imperial  general,  and  having  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  the  Spaniards^  who  feemed  to  lie 
encamped  at  a  little  diftance,  only  to  give  teftimony  to  his 
valiant  exploits,  his  excellent   condud,  and  glorious  tri- 
umph, pu(hed  the  fiege  with  redoubled  vigour.  The  Britijh 
troops  fprung  a  mine  on  the  20ih  of  Auguji^  which  deftroyed 
great  part  of  the  raveline  ;  thegarrifon  and  burghers  flew  in 
crouds  to  the  breach,  where  the  baron  de  Leda  fought  in 
perfon  with  amazing  intrepidity,  and  after  a  bloody  aflion 
drove  the  beficgers  back  to  their  camp.     Several  women, 
mixed  with   the  men,  diftinguifiied  themfelves,    and  ex- 
tremely galled    the  aflailants   with    their    hand-grenades. 
Above  300  Britijh  foldiers,  and  about  80  of  the  befieged,  pc5- 
ri&ed  ;  feveral  women  likewife  were  (lain  and  wounded. 
But  this  fuccefs  ferved  only  td  protraft  the  fiege  ;  it  could 
not  determine  the  fate  of  the  garrifon.     The  breach  was 
ftormed  a  fccond  time,  and  carried  fword-in-hand  ;  which 
fo  alarmed  the  burghers,  that  in  a  body  they  befought  the 
Mae^       baron  to  fave  their  lives   and  cfFeSs   by   a  capitulation, 
tricbt^j'-' After  ufing  feme  fruitlefs  argumeijts  to  perfuade  tliem  to 
rendered,    continue  their  defence  a  few  days  longer,  he  figned  a  capi- 
tulation,   and  obtained   the   mod  honourable  conditions; 
thofe  refpe£Hng  the  town  differing  but  little  from  the  terms 
granted  to  the  magiftrates  of  Venlo  and  Ruremonde.     Thus 
was  the  important  city  of  Maejlficht^  in  defpite  of  the  ut- 
moft  cflY^rts  of  three  armi&s,  that  of  Spain^  under  the  mar- 
quis de  Santa  Cruz  ;  of  the  palatinate,  commanded  by  Car' 
dhva  ;  and  the  imperial  army,  led  on  by  the  brave  and  ex- 
perienced Pappenhetm\  obliged  to  furrender.    The  fiates  loft 
6000  men  in  the  fiege  ;  but  the  importance  and  glory  of 
the  conqueft  obliterated  every  other  confideration,  and  made 
the  redu£tion  of   Maejhricht   be   regarded   as  one   of  the 
moft  memorable  events  of  a  war  abounding  in  battles  and 
fiegcs  ^  ^ 

HE  N  R  T  having  beftowed  the  government  of  Mae^ 
'Jiricht  on  the  duke  ie  Bouillon^  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  the 
town  i  and  fecurcd  from  all  attempts  from  the  imperiali/ts 
'  .  ..-....•._.. ...... 

'  Vie  d^  prince  Henry,  p.  94.'  96^  *  IbiiT.  ju  ,103,  1 04?  •    * 
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pn  the  fide  of  the  Rhiney  fent  70  large  barks  filled  with 
troops  CO  the  mouth  of  the  Scbeld,  to  fpread  terror  along  the 
coafts  of  Flanden.  William  of  Naffhu  advanced  likewife 
with  8000  men  to  Lillo  and  Saffiingenj  l?y  which  means  the 
catholic:  provinces  were  bcfec  by  Tea  and  land.  Coun^ 
Stirum  was  likewife  detached  to  reduce  the  few  remaining 
towns  of  Spanijh  Guelderlandy  moft  of  which  fubmitted 
rather  to  the  influence  of  the  count  de  Berg  than  to  the  arms 
of  the  Hollanders,  The  archduchefs  apprehended  that  the 
pVinoe  would  next  point  his  vengeance  againft  tbe  few 
toWns  held  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  duchy  of  Clive^,  Unable 
to  pxote£l  them  with  her  own  forces,  (he  wrote  to  Pappen" 
beimy  requefting  he  would  claim  them  as  imperial  towns,  or 
'  rather  as  places  fequeflered  in  the  hands  of  the  emperor. 
Glad  of  an  opportunity  of  extending  the  influence  of  the 
court  of  Viennay  Pappenbeim  wrote  to  the  prince  of  Orange^ 
exhorting  him  to  dillinguifli  between  the  places  in  the 
duchy  of  CleveSy  under  tbe  protection  of  the  emperor,  and 
thofe  held  by  Spain  \  but'  Henry^  perceiving  the  artifice,  re- 
turned for  anfwer,  that,  provided  his  imperial  majefly  would 
obferve  an  exaS  neutrality,  and  prevail  on  the  Spaniards  to 
withdraw  their  garrifons,  he  was  ready  to  comply. 

While  this  affair  was  negotiating,  prince  Henry  de- 
tached lieutenant-general  Stakembroek  and  colonel  Pinfen,  to 
inveft  Limburohy  the  capital  of  the  duchy  of  that  name.  As 
the  town  was  but  indifferently  fortjhed,  it  fiirrendereci  - 
upon  the  firft  fummons.  Stakembroek  then  penetrated  to 
Namur^  and  laid  the  whole  furrounding  country  under 
contribution.  Heavy  contributions  were  likewife  raifed  in 
the  territories  of  the  duke  of  Newburgb  and  the  elector  of 
Cologne^  becaufe  they  had  violated  the  neutrality,  in  aflifling 
Pappenbeim^  expedition  to  Maeftricht.  In  the  nronth  of 
O^iober^  Orfoy^  z  town  in  the  duchy  of  Cleves,  was  furprifed 
by  a  Dutch  party  ;  but  the  avarice  of  the  foldiertf,  and  their 
cagernefs  after  plunder,  expofed  them  to  the  enemy,  and 
occafioned  the  lofs  of  their  conqueft.  They  were  attacked, 
and  driven  out  of  the  town,  by  a  detachment  6f  the  garrifo^i 
of  Rhimherg.  Wslliam  of  NaJ/aUy  however,  foon  after  re- 
covered the  place  5  with  which  the  campaign,  fo  glorious 
to  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  advantageous  to  the  republic, 
concluded.  1 
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S  E  C  T.    IX. 

Containing  prapofals  for  a  truce  between  Spain  dni 

■    Holland  ;   propojitions  concerning   the   re- union  of 

the  feventeen  provinces  %  the  ftege  of  Breda  \^ani  a 

variety  of  other  military  operations^  to  the  death  of 

the  prince  of  Orange,  ani  the  treaty  of  Munfter. 

CONFOUNDED  with  the  rapid  conquefts  of 
prince  Henry^  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Dutch  con- 
quefts, the  court  of  Brujfels  had  no  other  refource  than  the 
renewal  of  their^  negotiations  for  a  truce  with  the  ftates 
general.  Necefiity  rather  than  the  love  of  peace  difiated, 
this  meafure.  The  Spaniards  were  not  yet  fufficiently 
humbled  to  grant  what  the  United  Provinces  required  ;  but 
they  were  forced  to  temporife,  and  gain  a  little  refpije,  by 
eftabliCiing  conferences,  whofe  fole  objeft  was  to  pro- 
Craftinate.  It  had  been  the  policy  of  Philip  II.  to  fct 
negotiations  on  foot  whenever  he  found  his  treafury  ex- 
haufted,  and  his  arms  unfortunate,  with  no  other  view 
than  to  break  them  ofF  as  foon  as  the  flota  arrived  from  the 
Indies^  and  he  had  recovered  himfelf;  this  policy  was  imi- 
tated by  his  fucceflbrs.  The  archduchefs  now  difpatched 
a  deputation  to  Maejlricht^  with  propofals  to  the  prince 
of  Orange^  which  he  tranfmitted  and  referred  to  the  ftates 
general.  The  ftates  declared  they  could  enter  upon  no 
conferences  with  the  Spanijh  miniftry  ;  but  that  they  were 
willing  to  begin  a  negotiation  with  the  catholic  provinces, 
on  condition  they  would  detach  themfelves  from  the  Spani" 
ards.  This  propofal  was  accepted  by  the  archduchefs,  who 
accordingly  fent  the  archbiOiop  of  Mechlin^  and  the  duke 
d'Arfchot^  to  the  Hague^  to  open  the  conferences.  Seven 
other  deputies  from  Brabgnt^  Hainault^  and  Flanders^  affifted. 
They  were  acknowledged  as  the  ambafladors  of  the  court 
oi  Brujfels  by  the  ftates,  and  they  declared  they  were  come 
entirely  in  the  name  of  the  ftates  of  the  catholic  provinces. 
As  the  ftates  general  were  bound  by  the  treaties  with 
France  and  Sweden^  to  enter  upon  no  negotiations  withotif 
the  confent  and  participation  of  their  allies,  they  drew  up 
a  fcheme  of  preliminaries  fo  unreafonable,  that  the  deputies 
declared  it  exceeded  their  inftrudlions  to  give  any  anfwer. 
It  is,  however,  fuppofed,  that  had  the  propofals  been  more 
favourabie^  .they  muft  have  made  the  f.ime  declaration: 
•     •   -  thi> 
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tbisatlcaft  is  aflerted  by  Dw/rA  writer^*.-    Upon  this  tHfe 
deputies  returned  with  more  ample  powers  ;  and  the  prince 
of  Orange,  unwilling  to  be  diverted  from  his  military  ope- 
rations by  conferences^  t{ie  fruitlefs  iffue  of  which  he  fore- 
faw,  marched   at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  laid  fiegc  to ' 
Rhmberg.     This  town,  ftanding  upon  the  Rhine^  between 
JVeJfel  and  Orfoy^  was  regarded  as  a  place  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  iii?//drW)frj.     It  commanded  the  whole  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  of  the  Rhine^  was  a  key  to  the  Spaniards 
into  Frifeland^  and  enabled  them  to  levy  contributions  in  the 
D?//^/?>  territories  on  the  hither  fide  the  Rhine.   This  import-  Rhimberg 
ant   town  tRe  prince  of  Orange  invefted  on  the  nth  day  taken  by 
of  May^  pitching  his  head-quarters  towards  th^  fouth-ficie*.  the  prince 
Diefdorff^  arwofficer  of  reputation,  commanded  in  the  town,  ^fOt&n^ 
having  under  him  a  garrifon  of  2000  men.     He  defended    • 
himfelf  with  fo  much  judgment,  that  notwithftanding  the       \ 
prince  carried  on  his  approaches .  with*  the  utmoft  vigour. 
Only  nine  (bldiers  of  the  garrifon  were  killed  at  the  end  of 
V:tie  month,  but  the  fortifications  were  confiderably  damaged,     .  ^  • 
His  fptrits  were  kept  up  by  the  profpeia  of  relief  from  Mon- 
cada^  who  was  marching  to  his  affiftance  with  an  army  of 
*20,000  men  ;  hopes  that  were  foon  cut  ofF  by  the  judicious 
^eafures  of  prince  Henry ^  "who  detached  a  body  of  4iOrfe 
and  foot  to  oppofe  the  enemy,  to  cut  oflF  their  convoys,  and 
liarrafs   them  in  their  march.     The  duke  de  Bouillon  and 
colonel  Pin/en  commanded  this  detachment,  and  eiFecSually 
executed  their  commiifion  ;  Moncada  was  unable  to  advance^ 
and  Diefdorffi  deftitute  of  all  refource  and  cxpe<Siition  of 
relief,  his  garrifon  fatigued,  and  his  provifion  and  ammuni- 
tion confumed,  furrendercd  the  town   upon  obtaining  the 
honours  of  war,  and  certain  favourable  conditions  for  the 
inhabitants. 

^  The  redu£lion  of  Rhimberg  was  the  moft  impotjtant  fer- 
vice  that  could  have  been  performed,  relative  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  Frifeknd  and  Groningen^  who  were  obliged,  while 
this  place  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  to  main- 
tain large  garrifons  at  a  vaft:  expence.  It  procured,  likewifc, 
■another  advantage  to  the  United  Provinces,  by  diminishing 
the  duties  upon  all  merchandife> going  up  or  down  the  river. 
In  a  word,  the  place  was  deemed  of  fuch  confequence  by 
the  court  of  Brujfels,  that  Diefdorff'  wzs  fent  prifoner  to  the 
citadel  o^  Antwerp y  and  afterwards  caflliered,  for  not  having 
defended  himfelf  to  the  bft  extremity.  Henrys  expedition 
to  CUvei  diminiftied  greatly  the  pirblic  expeftation  from  the 

•  Lb,  C;^erc,  torn.  li.  p.  1*74. 
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conferences,  which  ftill  were  purfucd.  Though  the  Fkm$i 
deputies  continued  at  the  Hague,  the  archduchefs  thought 
herfelf  authorifed,  by  the  example  of  the  fiates  general,  ta 
continue  her  hoflile  preparations.  .  Levies  were  accordinly 
made  in  all  the  territories  fubje£l  to  the  government ;  a 
confiderable  army  took  the  field  in  three  divifions ;  and 
every  thing  promifed  that  the  campaign  would  be  conduced 
with  the  utmoft  vigour.  The  count  de  Mottery,  with  cat 
divifion,  marched  into  the  diftrift  of  Ljege^  to  revenge  the 
1)reach  of  the  neutrality,  and  that  partiality  of  the  chap* 
tcr  and  ftates,  ihewn  for  the  Hollanders  during  the  fiege  of 
Maejlricht  ;  but  he  was  twice  defeated  by  tlie  duke  dehm- 
illon,  and  forced  to  abandon  the  enterprife.  Prince  Himj 
marched  to  Brabant^  and. encamping  at  Botdy  was  joined  by 
12,000  Swedes^  under  general  Mtlander.  Now  was  the 
mod  formidable  army  in  the  field,  which  the  flates  general 
had  beheld  fince  the  origin  of  the  republic ;  it  was  coin« 
pofed  of  50,000  infantry  and  j 0,000  cavahy.  Bpanifi>  Brth 
bant  regarded  itfelf  as  already  conquered,  and  the  terror  of 
the  allied  army  had  fpread  to  the  remoteft  extrerorties  of  the 
catholic  Netherlands.  After  conferring  with  X\i9, Dutch  it*' 
puties  upon  the  operations  of  the  campaign ;  after  obferfri/ig 
a  ftri£l  fad,  aud  offering  folemn  prayers  for  the  piofperity^ 
his  arms,  the  prince  of  Orange  began  his  march,  at  d)« 
head  of  all  his  forces,  towards  Endyhovty  in  the  month  of 
September.  A  deluge  of  rain,  which  poured  inceffantly 
during  the  whole  month,  and  the  excellent  difpofttioB 
'  made  by  the  Spanijh  general  Moncada^  fruftrated,  howcverf 
all  his  defigns.  The  country  was  deftitute  of  forage,  the 
]ands  were  overflowed,  fxcknefs  appeared  in  the  army,  the 
peafants  deferted  their  habitations,  to  avoid  bringing  provi* 
fion  to  the  Dm/^^  troops,  and  every  thing  contributed  to 
difappoint  the  great  projeds  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  txi 
the  vaft  cxpeftations  of  the  ftates  general  from  fo  foimidiib'* 
an  army  *».  Unable  to  penetrate  farther,  he  retired,  ^ 
diftributed  his  troops  in  winter-quarters. 

The  naval  armament  under  count  William  of  Najfau  was 
fome  what  more  fortunate,  though  greatly  fhort  or  expcf' 
tation  in.  point  of  fuccefs.  After  afarming  the  Spaniardsif^ 
different  quarters,  and  keeping  them  in  fufpence  where  the 
ftroke  would  fall,  he  at  laft  made  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  ^ 
Flanders,  near  Cad/anty  and  took  a  little  fort  in  the  neigh* 
bourho'jd  of  Sluys,  which  he  garrifoned.  Perceiving  tlwt 
his  progrefs  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Fontaine^  governor  <^ 


^  Mem.  dc  prince  Henry,  p.  179. 
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!Srug£t^  lie  reimbarked  his  troops,  and  fell  fuddenly  upofl 
fort  Philippine^  near  Sas  de  GancL,  where  he  found  abundance 
of  ammunition,  provifion,  and  feveral  pie(^es  of  beautifur 
canrron.     To  the  fortifications  of  this  place  he  made  vaflf 
additions,  ftrengthening  the  counterfcarp,  in  particular,  with 
feven  great  baftions,  and  a  variety  of  out-Works,  that  ren- 
dered It  almoft  impregnable,  and  formed  a  convenient  inle^ 
to  the  Hcllanders,  into  Flanders.     While  he  Was  thus  cm-* 
ployed,  Jiis  other  conqueft  was  loft,  owing  to  the  mifconduft 
and  cowardice  of  the  garrifon.     They  furrcndered  after  t  ' 
"faint  refiftancc,  and  upon  their  return  to  Holland  Were 
broke,  and  rendered  incapable  of  farther  fervice.     Some  oi 
the  officers  were  baniflicd,  and  the  name  of  Cut  Head  wa* 
given  to  the  fort,  becaufe  it  proVed  fatal  to  a  variety  of  go* 
vcrnors,  Spanijh  and  Duuh^  who  loft  their  heads  for  no^ 
defending  it  with  more  vigour  and  obftinacy.     The  Spani-^ 
iBrds  perceiving  the  effects  of  lofing  fort  Philtfpinij  that,  in-f 
«ead  of  laying  wafte  the  territories  of  the  Itates,  as  ufual^ 
their  own  dominions  were  now  fubjefled  to  contributions 
to  the  veiy  gates  of  Ghent^  exerted  their  u^moft  endeavour^ 
once  more  to  gain  poffeffion  of  ^  place  fo  imf>oftant.     Thtf 
governor  oi  Antwerp  made  draughts  fi6ni  his  own  and  thtf 
neighbouring  garrilons  ;  Colonna  joined  hirti  With  a  body  of 
cavalry,  and  Gonzales  with  feveral'  companies  of  infantry^ 
In  a  fhort  time  fuch   a  force  was  affembled,  ^B  extremely 
prefled  IViUiam  de  Uajfau^  ahd  obliged  hiin  to  apply  for  a. 
confiderable  reinforcement.     However,  by  a  ftratageiti,  h^ 
forced  the  enemy  to  drop  their  defign  of  attaAing  him,  of 
i'etaking  fort  Philippine^  and  of  returning  the  infiilts  the^: 
bad  latdy  fuftained.     Ordering  feveral  boats,  with  a  trum* 
peter  in  each,  to  land  in  the  night,  founding  theit  Warlike; 
inftruments,  he  perfuaded  the  enetny  that  a  ftrortg  reinforce* 
ment  was  arrived,  and  obliged  therii  to  decamp  wJch  great 
precipitation,  leaving  behind  their  baggage,  provifiortS,  the 
utenfils  brDught  for  carrying  on  the  fiege,  and  feveral  piecel 
rf  artillery. 

With  this  tranfaiftiori  the  camjiaigft  ended,  Uport 
Jvhich  the  negotiations  for  a  truce  were  again  refuihedi 
The  conferences  ^iikit  Hague  had  been  interrupted  by  hof* 
tilities  conamitted  in  the  i^^^A^  and  by  a  variety  of  difficulties 
ftarted  by  the  Hollanders^  btit  not  vi^hoUy  broke  ofF;  fof 
lome  of  the  deputies  conftantly  refided  Ifi  HoUuM^  while 
^tjiers  went  to  BruJJils  for  farther  iriftruiStions.  It  was  theJ 
ntfention  of  the  court  of  Spain  ahd  the  ftates  general  boich 
to  amufe  j  the  archduchefs  alone  was  ferious  in  her  cndea-< 
irours  to  reftorc  tranftuilKtv  afid  the  blelfiftgS  df.repofe  to  tb^ 
M6D.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXI.  X  Nethef^ 
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l^eiberlands.  Poffibiy  (he  might  have  effeded  this  fooocs, 
bad  ihe  not  been  curbed,  traverfed,  and  dirappointed  \rf 
the  intrigues  of  Olivarez  and  the  Spanijh  miniftry,  who  were 
too  weak  to  execute  their  defigns  upon  the  United  Prmutt^ 
and  to6  proud  to  grant  them  peace  on  the  only  conditions 
^cy  were  refolved  to  accept.  Her  wife  condu£l  broke  all 
the  meafures  concerted  by  the  Hollanders  for  procuring  the 
zeunion  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces^  upon  fuch  a  footing  as 
would  entirely  exclude  the  Spaniards.  The  count  de  Ber^i 
defertion  firii:  fuggefted  the  idea  of  this  reunion,  to  which 

freat  numbers  of  the  F!emt/h  nobility  feemed  well-difpofed. 
ndeed  the  people  in  general  were  not  averfe  to  the  fcbemeoi 
a  new  republic,  under  the  fame  laws  and  government,  cx« 
cept  in  matters  of  religion,  where  perfeft  liberty  of  con* 
fcience  fhould  be  tolerated.     The  defign  was  noble,  buti 
was  too  vaft  for  practice  ;  fo  many  perfons  were  interelM 
to  oppofe  it,  that  it  was  impoffible  it  fhould  ever  be  carried 
intcvcxecution.     The  archduchefs  was  to  be  maintained  id 
all  ncr  dignitjr  and  authority  during  her  life,  out  of  refpefl 
to  her  wifdom,  and  that  general  efteem  which  her  fweet 
and  amiable  difpofition  attraded ;  but  unfortunately  fbe 
could  not  accept  the  offer,  without  betraying  the  confidence 
repofed  in  her  by  the  court  of  Madrid.      Some  writcn 
Scribe  the  ruin  of  the  projeft  to  the  duke  d'Arfchot^  wbo 
betrayed  the  negotiation  between  the  Flemtjh  nobility  vi 
the  count  de  Berg,    The  ftates  general  perceived,  that  it 
was  not  with  the  court  of  BruJJets  they  had  to  treat,  to 
with  xYi^toi  Madrid  \  they  altered  their  tone,  fpoke  adifo- 
cnt  language,  feemed  more  indifferent  about  the  truce,  but, 
however,  did  not  pofitively  refufe  to  liften  to  the  propoblS) 
with  which  the  deputies  returned  to  the  Hague.    Cardiri 
Jiicblieu  now  interpofed,  and  omitted  nothing  to  keep  open 
the  breach  between  Spain  and  the  United  Provinces^  fo  necet 
lary  to  the  defigns  he  had  formed.     With  this  view  he  ft 
)thc  baron  de  Charnejfe  to  the  Hague^  who  acquitted  himf 
VegetiO'     with  fo  much  addrefs,  promifed  fo  largely,  and  flattered  t 
uonsfora  ^^j^g  ^\^  f^^jj  agreeable  prof^ed^s,  that  they  precipiute 
'^*^^^''^*^  broke  off  the  tonferenccs,  and  intimated  to  the  deputies  tl 
^'  '  neceflity  of  their  immediate  departure  ^. 

It  muft  be  confeffed  that  this  meafure  was  by  nomca 
agreeable  to  the  majority   of   the  people,    who  ardent 
wiihed  for  a  folid  pacification,   whereby  they  might  bc| 
full  liberty  to  give  their  whole  attention  tocommci 
but  the  fiates  of  Zealand^  and  the  prince  of  Orange^  in 
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tfettlti;  entered  fo  warmly  into  tbc  interclb  of  the  PnHti 
ambaflkdor,  and  reprefented  fo  ftrongly  the  utility  of  con-r 
tiiiuing  the  war,  that  the  ftates  general  declared  in  their 
favour,  in  defpite  of  all  the  remonftrances  made  by  tiolland    .     -^ 
i^nd  tFeft  Frifeland^  the  moft  concerned  of  all  the  provinces    ^'  ^* 
to  bring  about  a  refpite  of  the  enormous  expences  of  fup-    ^"34* 
porting  large  fleets,  armies,  and  numerous  garrifonsi    Char^ 
neffi  furmounted  thefe  difficulties  by  the  gold  which  he  pro-* 
Biifed  to  (bower  down  from  Framt^  and  the  powerful  diver-* 
iion  the  king's  troops  would  make,  by  an  Irruption  into 
Lorrain  and  Aiface.   The  ftates  relied  on  the  efFe£ts  of  thefe 
promifes,  the  people  were  brought  into  good-humour^  and 
all  coincided  in  the  refolution  to  profecute  the  War  with 
fuch  vigour  as  Oiould  compel  Spain  to  fue  for  peace,  upon 
fuch  terms  as  France  and  the  republic  (hould  think  fit  ta 
prefcribe.     This  determination  was  fcarce  formed^  when 
the  Netherlands  were  deprived  of  their  moft  excellent  prin- 
cefs  If abella-Clar a- Eugenia^  archduchefs  ol  Aujlriay  infanta 
of  Spain^  daughter  to  Philip  11.  of  Spain^  grand-daughter 
of  Henry  II.  ol  France^  and  ftill  greater  by  her  extraordi- 
nary merit,  than  her  elevated  birth  and  connections.     She  f^    \  ^ 
died  at  Bruffeh^  on  the  firft  day  oi  September^  lamented  by  ^  /I 
all  degrees  of  men,  and  equally  efteemed  by  the  Spaniards^  ^  ^  f '^  * 
Flemings^  and  Dutch^  for  her  prudence,  moderation,  huma*   ^ 
fiity,  piety,  and  every  other  quality  which  could  adorn  her 
fex,  and  refle£l  luftre  upon  her  high  dignity.     To  a  capa- 
ci^  and  courage  altogether  roafculine,  fhe  joined  the  foft- 
ncfs,  the  tendernefs,  and  amiable  delicacy  of  the  female  y 
but  it  was  her  truly  moral  and  rational  piety  that^  of  all  her 
qualities,  fhone  with  the  brighteft  radiance  :  in  her  religion^ 
even  the  Hollanders^  the  enemies  of  her  faith  and  perfon, 
believed  fhe  was  fincere ;  though  the  catholics  blamed  that 
moderation,  which  fhe  recommended,  and  always  obferved^ 
in  regard  to  the  reformed  religion  ^. 

The  death  of  Ifahella  was  ah  irrecoverable  lofs  to  Spain ; 
it  furniihed  an  opportunity  of  di^laying  thofe  ideal  ftrokes 
of  policy  which  feldom  fucceed,-  on  account  of  their  ex- 
ceffive  refinement.  We  have  feen  PhiHp  the  Second^s  views 
in  marrying  the  princefs  to  the  cardinal  archduke,  brother 
to  the  emperor  Rhodolph.  The  Netherlands  and  Franche 
Comti  were  her  dowry  j  and  the  contraft  of  marriage  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  elder  male  ifTue  fhould  fucceed,  and  in  cafe 
of  failure  of  fuch  iffue,  the  oldeft  of  the  female  line  ;  but 
that  the  provinces  on  no  account  fbould  be  divided  of 

^  Idem,  ibid^ 
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alienated.  'Now  the  whole  fchcmc  of  Philip  was  fruftrated, 
and  ihc  Netherlands  again  reverted  to  the  S^nijh  monarchy^ 
without  producing  any  of  the  eflfcfls  propoied.    Among  the 
papers  in  the  cabinet   of  the  archduchefs  was  found  a 
commiffion,  figned   in   1630,  appointing  the  archbi&op  of 
MechSn^  and  the  duke  d*Arfchoty  don  Carlo  CoUntuiy  and  ihe 
snarquis  d^Jyetone,  regents,  during  the  abfence  of  Ferdinand 
o(  Ju/iriay  brother  to  the  catholic  king,  deftined  to  luccecd 
the  archduchef?,  not  in  the  property,  but  the  government  of 
the  Nithrlands.    The  death  of  fome,  the  abfence  of  others, 
and  the  contempt  into  which  the  duke  d^Arfchot  was  fallen,  fo 
changed  the  regency,  that  the  whole  management  devolved 
•     0n  the  marquis  d^Ayetone.     As  the  cardinal  infant  was  deeply 
engaged  in  Germany^  a  new  commiffion  was  granted  to  the 
inarquis,conftituting  him  governor  of  the  provinces,  and  cap- 
tain-general of  all  the  Spanijh  forces  afting  in  the  Netherlands. 
ConduS  of  He  began  his  government  with  feizing  upon  the  perfons  of 
ihi  mar-     the  nobility   fufpeded  of  holding  any  correfpondekice  with 
quis  count  Henry  de  Berg^  and  the  ftates  general  of  the  Umtd 

d*Ay€*       Provinces.     The  prince  de  Barhanfcn  was  committed  pri- 
tone,  the   foner  to  the  citadel  o^  Antwerp -^  the  duke  de  Bournouvillij 
netv£o-     caHed  likcwife  count  Henniny    and  the  prince  d'E/pinsif 
-iwr«ffr  tf  fj^ygj  themfelves  in  France  :  an  attempt  was  made  to  feizc 
th'  k  d     "P^*^  divers  other  noblemen  j  but  they  had  notice  of  the 
*  intention  of  the  governor,  and  made  their  efcape.    Some 
however  were  carried  prifoners  to  Antwerp^  while  others 
cook  refuge  in  the  United  Provinces  and  Brabant^  with  the 
counts  de  Berg  and  Warfufe.     As  to  the  duke  d'^Arfehct^  he 
fell  under  fufpicion,  and  was  detained  prifoner  at  the  court 
of  Madrid.     Sentence  of  death  was  pronounced  againfttbc 
count  de  Bergy  which  greatly  alarmed  all  the  Flemijh  nobi- 
lity, who  had  any  way  connived  at  his  defcrtion.    The 
confternation  became  fo  general,  that,  dreading  a  revolt 
and  an  immediate  infurredion,  the  marquis  d^Jyetoru  found 
bimfelf  obliged  to  quiet  the  Icars  of  the  people,  by  publifh- 
ing  an  amncfty  of  all  that  pailtd  before  the  i6th  q{  April 
He  faw  the  confequences  of  the  rigorous  treatment  of  the 
duke  of  y//^;^7,  and  that  iron  fcourge  which  beheld  ever  the; 
Flemings  *y  a  conduct  to  which  may  juftly  be  attributed  ih<j 
loTs  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces^  and  the  union  that  took 
place  at  Utrechf.  I 

.  NiXT  he  vifited  the  coafis  of  Flanders^  rcmforccd  th0 
garrifcns  of  the  frontier  towns,  built  ieveral  forts,  to  ^^ 
ib-ain  the  incurfions  of  the  Hollanders^  and  concluded  > 
treaty,  on  the  12th  of  May^  with  Gafion  de  France^  duke  of 
Orkansy  and  brother  to  Lewis  XIIL    in  the  name  of  hii 
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Catholic  majefty  ;  whereby  the  duke  engaged  to  declare  war 
egainft  the  French  monarch.  This  treaty  was  oppofed  to 
the  new  alliance  formed  between  the  king  and  the  republic^ 
by  which  the  king  iiipulated  to  augment  his  forces  in  the 
fervice  of  the  ftates,  to  pay  two  milhons  yearly,  and  to  de* 
clare  war  again  ft  the  king  of  Spatrty  fliould  he  attack  the 
United  Provinces.  After  his  negotiation  with  the  duke  of 
Orleans^  the  marquis  d*Ayetone  ordered  his  army  to  file  to- 
wards the  Meuje^  leaving  the  counts  de  Fontaine  and  Feriay 
governors  of  Bruges  and  Antwerp^  to  oppofc  PFilliam  di 
NaJJatC^  dcfigns  upon ,  Fla7iders  \  to  cfFefl;  which  they  had  a 
coips  of  6000  foot,  befides  a  confiderable  body  of  cavalry. 
Immediately  the  duke  de  Lerma  and  the  marquis  de  Leda 
were  detached  to  lay  fiegc  to  Argentatt^  a  place  of  ftrength 
and  importance,  fituated  between  Maeftricht  and  Liege^  and 
founded  upon  a  rock  waihcd  by  the  waters  of  the  Meufe. 
Notwithftandihg  its  great  ftrength,  Argentau  furrendered 
after  the  exchange  of  a  hw  fhot ;  the  garrifon,  cunfifting 
of  25  foldiers,  not  chufing  to  wait  for  the  cxpcfted  fuccours 
from  the  prince  o^  Orange*  The  governor,  who  was  fon  to 
Junius  the  prince's  fecrctary,  was  committed  prifoner  to 
Maejiricht^  by  order  of  the  ftates  j  but  the  chief  blame  fell 
on  the. prince  of  Orange^  juftly  cenfured  for  leaving  ^  for- 
trefs  fo  important  in  a  condition  fo  defencelefs. 

From  Argentau  the  Spaniards  marched  to  Limburgb^  a 
city  of  which  they  made  fure,  in  confequence  of  a  iecret 
treaty  with  ^the  governor.     He  had   agreed  to  admit  the 
enemy  upon  receiving  30,000  piftoles ;  but  his  treacherous 
defign  was  difcovered,  and  fruftrated   by  the  lieutenantT 
governor,  wlio  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  among  the  Spa-- 
nmrds.     The  difappointmcnt  did  not  hinder  the  marquis  Maef^ 
from  invefting   Maeftricht    in   the   month  of  July,     This  ^"clit  in 
alarmed  the  prince  of  Orange^  who  had  hitherto  been  fe-  y^^  ^f" 
duced  into  a  ftate  of  inadtivity,  by  the  negotiations  carried-^«f^  ^ 
on  by  the  ftates  with  the  French  king,  the  Swedijb  queen,  the    .  "f**" 
German  proteftants,  the  duke  of  Newhurgh^  and  the  male-  ^^^  ** 
contents  in  Flanders.     Now  he  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of 
Brabant  apd  GueUerland^  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  penetrate 
into  either,   as  circumftances  might  require.      The  duke 
de  Bouillon^    governor   of  Maeftricht^     apprehending  that 
d^Ayetone  formed  defigns  upon  that  city,  threw  himfelf  with 
4000  men  into  the  place,  and  made  fo  furious  a  fally  on 
the  befiegers,  that  they  were  conftrained  to  convert  the 
fiege  into  a  blockade.    Upon  receiving  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment, the^  marquis  again  began  to  make  his  approaches. 
He  battered  the  town  with  the  utmoft  fury  ;  but  sill  his  ef- 
X  3  forts 
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forts  gave  no  inquietude  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  who  relied 
upon*  the  courage  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  intrepidity  and 
flcill  of  the  duke  de  BouiUcn.  PerfeSly  fecurc  in  this  wcll- 
repofed  confidence,  Henry  did  not  quit  the  Hague  Dcfor« 
the  month  of  Auguji^  contenting  himfelf  with  fufficiently 
'  reinforcing  the  garrifons  of  Rwremonde  and  VmU.  Now 
indeed  he  refolvcd  to  inveft  Breda-;  rather  to  make  a  divcr- 
fion  in  favour  of  MaeftrUhU  than  with  hopes  of  fuccecding 
in  the  redudion  of  fo  well -gar  rifoned  and  ftrong  a  city*. 
It  an fwered  his  expectation:  he  had  fcarce  begun  to  work 
upon  the  trenches,  when  iAyetane  raifed  the  fiege  of 
jMaefiruhtt  and  marched  with  all  his  forces  to  Breda^  upon 
which  the  prince  retired  on  the  8th  of  Septemier^  leading 
I\is  army  in  good  order  along  the  Meufe-^  and  clofing 
the  campaign  with  this  tranfa<Slion. 

Though  the  marquis  d^AyeUne  had  been  fairly  ovcr^ 
reached  by  Henrfs  feint  upon  Breda^  yet  he  afllimed  the  airs 
of  a  coiiqueror,  and  entered  the  place  in  triumph,  as  if  he 
had  defeated  the  enemy,  and  delivered  the  city  from  ^^ 
preffure  of  a  clofc  fiegc.     This  policy  was   neceflary  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,    who  murmured    at  the 
icxpences  fruitlefsly  bellowed  on  the  ftege  of  Maejiricht.    It 
^j\{wercd  d'Ayetcne^s  purpofe,  the  multitude  being  amufed 
gnd  dazzled  with  the  public  rejoicings,  and  bonfires  kindled 
in  Preda,  to  celebrate  an  imaginary  viSory.     Henrfs  pru- 
dence had  cut  off  all  poffibiJity  of  gaining  ^ny  real  advan- 
tage,   the  garrifons  being   all  put   in  a  ftate  of  defence, 
and  the  troops  fo  jiidicioufly  cantoned,    as  eflFeftually  to 
cover  the  whole  frontier.     This  fecurity  of  the  provinces 
was  matter  of  great  chagrin  to  AyeUne^  who  hoped  to  fig- 
Jialife  his  government  by  fome  very  important  blow ;  ^^ 
\i\%  uneafinefs  was  augmented  by  the  motions  of  the  FriiA 
•      army,  under  the  myfhal  de  la  Fdrce^  on  the  fide  of  Luxem- 
Ifurgb.     The  dufcc  of  Orleans  likewife  brcdtc  his  engage- 
ments with  the    court  of  Spain,  and  was  reconciled  iQ 
the  king  his  jbrother.     All  thefe  circumftances  involved  tbc 
court  ol Brujjels  in  theiitmoft  confufion,  when  the  cardinal 
Vhe  ti^rdi- mhnt  Alk^^t  arrived,  to  take  upon  him  the  government, 
pal  infant  tp  difpel  by  hjs  prefertce  the  gloom  that  overfpread  the  fece 
T'^M^'  '^  ^^  affairs,     At  Brujjels  he  was  received  as  a  conqueror,  with 
V    \'a     *'"  *^^  pomp,  magnificence,  and  honours,  formerly  Acwn 
^cflaftdsr  jp  Charles  V.  ^hd  Philip  II.     It  was  immediately  publiM 
that  he  meditated  pothihg  lefs  than  the  reunion  of  the  fe- 
Vieptpcn  provinces  under  his  government,  and  the  grcatcft 
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hopes  were  entertained  frotp  a  prince  known  to  be  of  a 
warlike  difpofition,  and  confeffcd  by  all  to  poflefs  the  talents 
of  a  found  politician/  ^  /    , 

The  cardinal's  arrival  announced  to  the  ftatcs  general 
the  neceffity  of  keeping  ftri£t  watch,   and  putting   their 
tVoops  and  garrifons  into  the  beft  pofture.     They  beheld 
with  difquiet  and  jealoufy  the  compliments  that  were  paid 
to  the  cardinal  by  the   neighbouring  ftates  and  princes; 
^fpecially  the  king  of  England^  and  the  eleftor  of  Cologne^ 
who  were  the  earlicft  in  their  congratulations.     It  was 
alfo  matter  of  great  offence  that  the  duke  oiNewburgh^ 
with  whom  they  had  lately  been  upon  terms  of  friendfliipt 
ihould  not  be  fatisiied  with  meeting  the  cardinal  upon  his 
Way,  but  muft  efcort  him  with  a  numerous  train  to  Bruffils. 
Their  refentment,  however,  againft  this  prince  was  foon 
turned  to  compaffion,  when  they  faw  his  territories  defo-    A.  D. 
lated,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  duke  of  Lumnburghy  as  the    i635f 
ally  of  Sweden^   and  on  the  other,  by  the  rmperial  general 
count  Manfvildt.    It  was  for  this  reafon  they  fent  him  a 
deputation,  exhorting  him  to  continue  firm  in  his  neutrality^ 
promiiing,  in  that  ca(e,  to  afford  him  all  poffible  prote£tLon. 
This  extraordinary  change  at  the  court  of  Brujfeh  deter- 
mined the  ftates  to  fend  an  embafly  to  the  court  of  France^  Feb.  8. 
preifing  the  execution  of  the  late  treaty,  and  exhorting  the  An  offen" 
king  to  declare  war  againft  the  Spaniards.  The  confequencc/^^^^'* 
was,  the  renewal  of  the  fame  treaty,   with  this  addition,  ^^^  ^^'  > 
that  an  offenfivc  alliance  was  now  contracted  between  the  ^^'^ 
king  and  the  republic,  from  which  the  ftates  expected  no-      ?^  t 
thing  lefs  than  the  entire  conqueft  of  the  Spanijh  Nether-  !^ 
kmdi.      A  fcheme  of  partition  was    a^ually  drawn  up, 
whereby  the  towns  were  to  preferve  their  privileges,  and 
the  people  their  religion.    The  duchy  of  Luxemburghy  the 
earldoms  of  Namuvy  Hainault,  Courtrayy  Artois^  and  Flan*  ^ 

ders^  as  far  as  Bkkemberg^  Damme^  and  Rupplemonde^  were 
affigned  to  France  i  while  Brabanty  Guelderlandy  the  territory 
of  ff^aesj  the  lordfliip  of  Mechlin^  and  all  the  reft  of  Flan^ 
derSf  (hould  be  annexed  to  the  republic.  We  have  finqc 
that  period  feen  other  equally  unjuft  and  unfuccefsful 
paftttions  of  the  Spanijh  monarchy,  in  which  France  and 
Holland  were  to  have  been  principal  fliarers.  Providence, 
however,  did  not  wholly  abandon  the  Spaniards^  or  fuffer 
the  ambitious,  iniquitous  defigns  of  their  enemies  to  take 
effeft.  The  vaft  projefts  and  fanguine  hopes  of  the  allies 
were  difappointed,  chiefly  by  their  own  blunders,  and  b]^ 
the  jealoufy  which  the  Hollanders  entertained  of  the  grow- 

X  4  iog 


jt  %  ,  fhe  Hijiory  of  the  XJrtited  Provinces, 

ihg  power  o^  France y  and  the  vicinage  of  fo  powerful  t 
monarch  as  Lnois.     The  prince  of  Orange  likewifc  wai 

!rre<itly  jnOrum^ntal  in  defeating  the  intention  of  tho 
cague.  He  could  never  forgive  cardinal  Rlchlieu  the  at- 
tempt made  on  the  principality  of  Orange ;  and  he  fought  hir 
revenge  by  embracing  every  occafion  to  ttioruJy  that  haughty 
prelate,  and  crafty  min:fter. 

L  E  ff^IS  XIII.  now  wanted  a  fpecious  pretence  for 
roming  to  a  rupture  with  the  court  of  Spain^  and  declaring 
war  againft  the  cardinal  governor  of  the  Netbirlands^  as  the 
firll  ftep  towards  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  Holland. 
The  feizure  of  Triers^  and  the  unjuft  dtfention  ot  the 
0le<3or,  fcnt  prifoner  to  BruJfeU^  and  thence  to  Vienna^  af* 
forded  the  opportunity  he  wiihed '.  The  cleftor  was  under 
his  prote£lion  |  he  demanded  his  releafe  ;  and  not  obtaining 
jt,  he  folemnly  denounced  war,  by  the  mouth  of  a  herald 
fent  to  BruJJits.  It  was  concerted,  that  the  prince  ef 
Orange  (hould  enter  Brabant  with  his  forces,  while  a  French 
army,  pf  20»ooo  foot  and  7000  horfc,  advanc(;d  to  the 
frontiers  of  that  province,  to  efFeft  a  jundlion  j  the  com* 
bined  arjny  to  be  commanded  in  chief  by  the  prince  of 
Orange.  It  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  cardinal  infant  to  pre- 
vent this  union :  he  accordin^y  detached  prince  Thomas^ 
with  the  counts  Burgoi  and  Ferioy  to  give  battle  to  tb? 
french,  On  tlje  20th  of  May  the  two  armies  met  near  the 
f'he  Spa-  ^  village  of  tfAvein  in  l,u9e$mhurgb.  An  engagement  enfued, 
aiardsy^s:.  and  the  J/'tf/l/^rA  were  totally  defeated,  after  an  obftinatc 
jf^^tedf  engagement  that  continued  for  five  hours,  and  was  fuftained 
,  with  afionilhing  Intrepidity.  They  left  4000  dead  upon 
tthe  field,  800  prifoners  were  taken,  and  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  ftandards,  colours,  and  other  military  tro- 
phies. The  conquerors  advanced  to  MaeftrUhty  to  join  the 
prince  of  Orange ^  who  lamented  that  he  was  deprived  d 
a  {bare  in  this  gjbrious  vi<^ory,  and  complained  to  the  fieur 
de  Porftis^  that  the  marelbals  de  Brezi  and  ChatiUon  fhovM 
have  prcfume4  to  give  battle  without  the  orders  of  the  g&» 
neraliflimo ?.  This  is  the  infinuation  of  French  writers} 
V^e  find  not  the  leaft  blame  thrown  upon  the  mareihals  in 
the  prince's  own  relation  of  his  campaigns ;  and  it  is  certain 
be  received  them  with  great  civility,  and  Seftowed  the 
Jiigheft  encomiums  on  their  valour,,  when  they  met  at 
^aejlftcku    It  muft,  however,  be  confeiTed  that  no  great 

^  Mein.  dc  prince  Henry,  p.  199,    Nuvx^^e,  torn.  ii.  Iil>« 
y^*i.  cap.  |.     '  %  {den^  ibid, 
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l^arirony  fubfiftcd,  though  this  arofc  from  motives  cnor^ 
worthy  of  the  prince  of  Orange  :  they  related  chiefly  to  his 
country;  he: fecmed  to  penetrate  into  futurity,  and  clearly 
to  prcaid  a  I  the  confcquences  of  fufFerii^  the  French  king 
to  eftab.iQi  a/ooting  in  the  ^(f/it^rArWi. 

When  the  armies  of  France  and  Holland  were  united  be- 
fore Maejirichty  they  exceeded  50,000  men,  commanded  by 
the  beit  officers  in  Europe^  and  generals  who  had  drawn  their 
iirfl  breath  in  the  camp,  and  been  nurfed  in  the  armsof  i?//« 
hna.  Such  an  armament  was  fufficient  to  fwallow  up  the 
Spanljh  Netherlands,,  already  under  the  utmoft  conftemation, 
from  the  defeat  at  d^Avein.  Henry  pafied  the  Meufe  above 
and  below Maefirhht^  on  thf  lit  of  JunCy  and  penetrated  into 
Brabanty  accompanied  with  a  train  com pofed  of  150  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  cardinal  infant  was  encamped  at  Demer^ 
having  fecured  all  the  pafTes  in  the  beft  method  he  could,  by 
throwing  up  entrenchments,  building  redoubts,  and  cutting 
down  great  trees  \  but  on  the  approach  of  the  allies  he  was 
forced  to  retire  with  precipitation,  to  dsfert  all  his  works, 
and  leave  a  free  palTage.  In  confequencc  St,  Tron^  Landen^  TinemooC 
Hallem^  and  feveral  inconriderabie  places  fell  into  their  hands  ^  taken  by 
and  TillemoHtj  becaufe  the  governor  and  garrifon  were  intre-  /^^Datdi. 
pid  enough  to  refift,  experienced  all  the  horrors  which  the 
brutal  incenfed  foldiers  couid  devife.  It  was  fummoned  on 
the  8th  oiyune^  and  Francifco  de  BargoSy  with  a  garrifon  of 
XIOO  men,  replied,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  merit  the 
prince's  efteem  by  his  conduft.  He  made  the  moft  vigo- 
rous defence,  byt  the  town  was  at  laft  forced  by  efcaladc, 
the  boufcs  pillaged,  the  churches  deftroyed,  and  the  priefts 
murdered  ;  a  barbarity  which  is  entirely  attributed  to  the 
fiollanderi^  and  even  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  who  did  cot 
take  fufficient  precautions  to  reftrain  the  fury  of  the  foldiers. 
The  French  ajledgCy  that  the  few  who  efcapcd  owed  their 
fafety  to  a  guard  placed  over  them  by  the  tnarefchal  Bre%c  5 
but  the  cruelty  here  charged  upon  the  prince  of  Orange 
feems  to  be  fully  refuted  by  all  his  farmer  condudl,  which 
breached  nothing  but  humanity,  and  the  moft  generous  feel- 
ings for  the  unfortunate  **, 

On  the  loth  of  June  the  two  armies  feparated,  the  prince 
.  pf  Orange  taking  the  route  of  BruJJeh^  where  the  cardinal  In* 
fant  expeSed  the  fuccours  whicn  Piceolomini  was  bripging 
from  Germany^  and  the  French  direfting  their  march  towards 
JDie/iy  which  furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons.  They  after- 
W^ds  joined   between  Louvain  and  Brujfds^  ^nd  IIQW  that 

^  Nvvii^LE,  torn,  ii,  p.  8.  C|ip,  §, 
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jealoufy  betwixt  the  prince  andtbejPr/A^&marefchals  wbkb, 
fay  the  /r^wA writers,  had  its  origin  in  the  viftory  ^K^A• 
vetHf  became  more  open  and  declared.  Debates  took  place 
of  adton,  and  inffead  of  profiting  by  the  enemies  confterna- 
tion,  and  bifieging  Louvain  at  the  time  propofed,  fcveral  days 
were  confumed  in  fruitlefs  altercation,  and  the  provifion 
neceflary  for  the  execution  of  the  defign  was  exhaufted.  Thd 
garrifon  had  time  to  repair  the  fortifications,  and  the  cardi- 
nal to  throw  in  a  reinforcement  of  5000  foot  and  200  horfe. 
He  entered  the  town  in  perfon,  refolvin  j  to  defend  it  to  the 
laft  extremity  ;  and  to  draw  him  to  BruffUs,  the  prince  of 
Orange  moved  towards  that  capital,  as  if  he  intended  tobe- 
TJki  aSies  fiege  it,  which  efFeftually  anfwered  his  purpofe.  The  cardi- 
hfi^g^ ^  nai,  terrified  for  the  feat  of  the  wealth,  the  archives,  and  of 
Louvain.  all  that  was  valuable  in  the  Netherlands^  flew  to  Brujihf 
leaving  2000  men  in  Louvain  under  the  condud  of  the 
baron  Groetenden^k,  and  the  allies  made  a  fudden  turningi 
fat  down  before  Louvain,  and  broke  ground  on  the  25A 
of  June,  By  next  day  their  batteries  played  vigorouflyoa 
diflerent  quarters  of  the  town,  and  all  the  generals  fcemed 
unanimous  that  the  governor  would  make  but  a  fliort  de- 
fence. He  had  however,  fince  the  reduftion  of  Tillemnty 
been  preparing  for  a  fiege,  and  had  amaflrd  great  ilore  of 
ammunition  and  provifion.  The  fate  of  that  place  detcr- 
'  mined  him  upon  making  the  mod  obftinate  refiftancc; 
and  his  views  were  feconded  by  a  brarc  veteran  garrifon,  zc- 
cuftomed  to  all .  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues  of  a  fiege,  who 
were  admired  by  Henry  himfelf  for  the  intrepidity  exerted  at 
Boijteduc  and  Maeftricht,  The  (kill  and  courage  of  the  gar- 
rifon, joined  to  a  certain  languor  and  inacElivity  in  the  allies 
protrafied  the  fiege.  Henry  is  accufed  of  an  intention  to 
riiin  the  French  army.  Provifions  grew  fliort  in  the  camp; 
feveral  parties  of  foragers  returned  without  being  awe 
to  fin<J  grafs  or  corn  for  their  horfes,  whole  convoys  camebaCk 
empty,  or  were  interrupted  by  the  enemy  5  difTenfions  arofe, 
the  French  murmured,  and  foon  complained  openly  that  they 
were  betrayed  ;  difeafe  fwept  ofFgreat  numbers  of  the  troops, 
Piuolomini  was  advancing  to  give  battle  with  a  fine  armyi 
and  the  refult  was  the  breaking  up  of  a  fiege,  which  gave 
the  firft  turn  to  the  fortune  of  the  allies,  and  laid  the  fouri- 
dation  of  humbcrlefs  difappointments.  The  arrflies  now  fc- 
parated,  and  the  Dutch  went  to  Brabant,  where  they  found 
abundance  of  refrefliment;  while  the  French  unhappily 
quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  oi Ruremonde,  in  which  no- 
thine  but  hunger,  dffeafe,  and  accumulated  misfortunes  of- 
fered.   Above  6000  men  died  id  th^  Qpace  Of  a  kw  weeks. 

and 
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and  the  camp  was  in  fo  wretched  a  fituation  that  it  rather 
refembled  a  hofpital  than  the  army  of  a  powerful  monarch 
fcnt  to  extend  his  conquefts  ^ 

Already  the  enemy's  affairs  began  to  aflume  a  more 
1>enign  afped.    Hitherto,  nothing  but  ruin  and  difgrace  had 
fucceeded  the  death  of  the  archduchefs ;    but  the  want  of 
harmony  in  the  confederate  army  afforded  the  cardinal  the 
faireft  opportunity  and  the  happieft  profpedis.     One  army 
was  now  wholly  deftroyed   by  ficknefs,  and  the  other  was 
too  weak  to  face  the  powerful   forces  drawn    from  Ger-* 
>7Ztf»^,  joined  to  the  army  already  formed  in  the  Netherlands^ 
compofed  of  Spaniards^    and  the  beft  troops  of  the  pro- 
vinces.    The  redudion  of  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Schenck  was  ^^^  c^-- 
the  firft  fruits  of  this   favourable  change  in  the  cardinal's  niardi     " 
fituation.     Jdolpbus  d*Emholty  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  ^^^^^ 
'JVaUoon  guards,   formed  a  fcheme  to   furprife  the  garrifon, /^/ 
and  fucceeded  by  dint  of  vigilance,  addrefs,  and  intrepidity.  Schenck, 
He  was  rewarded  with  the  government  of  the  fort,  a  gold  wjbUh  is 
chain  prefented  by  the  cardinal's  own  hands,  and  a  prefent  retaken  ly 
of  50,000  livres.     The  ftates-general   regarded  fort  Schenck  the  Dutch 
as  the  key  of  tht  United  Provinces 'y  they  were  alarmed  atV^^''^'*- 
the  lofs  of  a  place  fo  important,   and  immediately  fent  in-  diousfage. 
ftruftions  to  the  prince  of  Orange  to  ufe  his  utmoft  art  ifi 
recovering  it.     He  obeyed  the  mandate,  and  thereby  left  all 
bis  conquefts  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  who  were  at  liberty  now 
to  purfue  every  method  to  obflrut^  the  return  of  the  allies. 
To  fucceed  in  the  recovery  of  fort  Scbenck,  it  was  thought 
xieccffary  to  reunite  the  French  and  Dutch  armies.     Accord- 
ingly the  prince  of  Orange  pitched  his  quarters  on  the  fide  of 
Betauj  while  the  marefchals  Brez}  and  Chatillon   encamped 
towards  Emmerick  and  Cleyes  j  however  the  neceffary  preli- 
minaries for  conducting  the  fiege  could  not  be  got  ready  be- 
fore the  month  of  Auguji.     To  (horten  matters,  and  abridge 
the  expedition,  prince  Henryi  formed  a  plan  to  furprife  th« 
garrifon ;  but  the  vigilance  of  the  governor  baffled  the  at- 
tempt, ^nd  obliged  him  to  recur  to  the  firft  fcheme  of  opera- 
tions.    It  was  fettled  that  the  Dutch  (hould  carry  on  the 
approaches,  while  the  French  ihould  cover  the  fiege,  and 
oppofe  the  enemy's  Aiccouring  the  garrifon.    This  they  per-        , 
formed  with  great  intrepidity,  obliging  the  cardinal  after  ft 
&arp  afiion  to  retire,  notwithftanding  their  numbers  wens  x 

l^reatly  diminifhed,  and  the  army  in  general  in  a  wretched 

}  Mtm^  de  j^riftce  Henryi  p.  aot, 
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condition  {Pl)\    owing   chiefly  to  the  exceffive  heat  anj 
drowth  of  the  fumiDer-feafon,  and  the  deluges  of  rain  that 
y.     y.     poured  down  for  the  whole  autumn.     So  miferable  indeed 
^   ,  *    was  their  fituation,  that  the  marefchals  were  forjced  to  lead 
5  *     back  the   poor  remains   of  the  army  to  Frame j  while  tl)C 
prince  of  Orange  continued  the  fiege  with  invincible  perfe* 
verance,  and  in  defpiteof  all  the  rigours  of  a  fevere  wintcft 
The  Spaniards   were  no  lefs  ob^inate  in  the  defence  erf 
Schenckj  they  exerted  their  utmoft  diligence  to  throw  in  fuc- 
cours,  and  the  prince  was  equally  vigilant  to  prevent  them, 
'     and  force  the  brave  garrifon  to  fubmilnon.     At  lafl:  the  Hol- 
landers took  the  caftle  of  Billand  by  aiTault ;    they  ruined  all 
the  outworks  of  the  beficged,  except  the  halfmoon,  which 
vras    defended    with   incredible  intrepidity;    the    intrepid 
Emholt  was  flain  by  a  mufket-bullet;  all  communication  be- 
tween the  fort  and  the  Spanijh  territories  was  cut  off,  the 
garrifon  was  greatly  reduced  and  difpirited  by  the  death  of 
their  leader,  and  every  thing  drawing  to  a  crifls  favourable 
to  the  befieged,  when  the  cardinal  determined  to  fend  baron 

(A)  The  piflurie  drawn  of  this  grofs  partiality  and  ignorance, 

army  by  Nwville  is   extremely  The  mortality    in    the  French 

•ffeding.      After  the  battle  of  army  arofe  folely  from  the  nature 

d^Anjein  it    was  augmented  to  of  the  climate,  which  later  ex- 

'  40,000  men,  all  well  doathed,  perience  has  fully  demonftrated 

vigorous,  and  eager  for  action  :  will  ever  prove  fatal  to  Frenth 

.  now,  fays  he,  by  the  artifices  of  foldiers.     Scarcity  of  provifioo 

the  prince  of  Orange^  it  was  re-  and  bad  cloatfaing  Itkewife  coa- 

duced  to  a  third  ol  the  number,  tributed  1  bat  this  proceeded  aot 

naked^   ftarving,  aiid   covered  from  the  treachery  of  ^<ffj7,  but 

with  fores,    or  emaciated    by  the  poverty  of  the /^r^wr-fr  court, 

'  coughs  and  con fu motion 8.    Un-  unable  to  remit  the  fums  necef- 

der  pretence  of  feeling  for  their  faJy  for  fnpporting  fo  numerous 

misfortunes,  the  prince  afligned  an    army.       This     much  we 

them  quarters  in  ffo//^/;^;   but  thought  necefTary  in  vindication 

fuch  as  completed  their  misfor-  W  a  prince  vilely  traduced,  on- 

'trnies.     Even  the  officers  were  ly  becaufe  he  firft  penetrated  the 

-forced  to  fell  their  cloaths  for  ambitious  views  of  Fraxte,  and 

bread,   and  to  beg  their  ivay  predicted    the  confequence  of 

back  to  France ;  infomach  that  giving  them  a  footing  kk  tbc 

cardinal    RiMteu,    incenfed  at  Netherlands.     It  is   certain  he 

Jlenrfs  treachery,  would  have  oppofed  the  late  treaty,  it  is  «!• 

declared  immediate  war  again  ft  lowed  he  detefted  Ricblieu ;  hot 

the  Hates- general,  if  he  had  not  it  does  not  appear  from  any  att- 
been  deterred  by  the  circum- '  thentic  proofs  that  he  a^kcdcoa- 

ilances  of  the  court,  and  other  tmry  to  the  duty   of  <  g''^'^ 

weighty   confiderations.      But  commander. 


M*  Nwvilk  equally  difplays  his 
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Grooiendenck^  who  had  fo  fuccefsfully  defended  Louvatn^  td 
fucceed  Emboli  in  the  government.  The  prince  of  Orange 
attended  the  bufincfs  of  the  ftates  at  the  Hague^  leaving  the 
GcndiMSt  of  the  ficge  to  Wtlliam  of  NaJJau^  who  performed 
all  that  could  be  expe^ed  from  courage  combined  with  con- 
du£t»  and  ardor  tempered  by  prudence  and  judgment.  He 
took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  he  greatly  augmented  hi$ 
army,  and  obliged  ^x\nc^  Thomas^  detached  with  a*flrong 
body  of  forces  to  raife  the  fiege  at  the  hazard  of  a  battle,  to  * 
remain  a  tame  fpe£lator  of  his  fuccefsful  operations,  giving 
a  general  affautt,  and  becoming  mafter  of  a  place  which 
coft  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  without  granting  a  capitu- 
lation to  the  garrifon  ^.  He  concluded  the  campaign  with 
fome  other  advanjtages  obtained  in  the  territory  of  Cleves, 
alt  of  which  however  were  infufHcient  to  ballance  the  con« 
fequentes  of  the  retreat  of  the  French  army,  and  the  number 
of  foldiers  loft  by  keeping  the  field  for  almoft  a  whole  ri-*  ^ 
gorous  winter. 

The  remainder  of  this  year  pafled  in  mutual  expeditions    . 
into  each  other's  territories,  which  produced  nothing  dc» 
cifive.     The  Spani/h  ^rms  were  chiefly  employed  in  Picarefy^ 
under  the  condu6i  of  prince  Thomas  and  Piccolominu    As  to 
the  Hollanders^  they  ftruck  their  moft  important  blows  on 
their  own  proper  element,  the  ocean,  having  defeated  a  fleet 
of  DunkirkiTs  in  fight  of  Dieppe.     In  this  engagement  tho 
Dutch  were  commanded  by  Evertzeny  who  began  already  to 
diftinguifli  himfelf;  the  Spaniards  hzd  two  ihips  funk,  one 
burnt,  and  two  taken,    with  their  admiral  Antonio  Collardif 
en  board*    In  confequence  of  this  viftory,  the  commerce  of  ' 
the  provinces  was  fecured,  and  trade  flourifhed  extremely, 
jiotwithftanding  it  had  fu^Tered  greatly  by  the  enemy's  pira* 
cies  the  fucceeding  year.    The  chief  advantages  however 
were  obtained  by  t)\t  Eajl India  CDmpany,who  extended  their 
trade  far  beyond  what  it  ever  before  attained,  and  made  fuch 
returns  as  aftoniihed  Europe  and  enriched  the  provinces.     As 
to  the  WeJ}  India  company,  it  was  kfs  fortunate.     All  the 
attempts  of  the  company  had  lately  mifcarried  in  Brajil  and 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  where  the  Portugueje  were  greatly  fu- 
perior   in  numbers.    Chap!:rined  with  dilappointment,  they  i^;iur]ce 
refolved  to  commit  their  affairs  to  fome  general,  whofe  efta-  de  NaiTaa 
blifhed  reputation,  valour,  prudence  and  experience,  might  made  go- 
retrieve  their  lofTes,  and  extend  their  fettlements  in  Brajil  and  'vemor  of 
the  IVeJl  Indies.     No  perfon  appeared  more  likely  to  anfwer  Brafil. 
all  their  purpofes  than  count  'John  Maurice  de  Naffau^  who 

^  Idem.  ibid. 

had 
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bad  for  manyjrears  faithfully  and  eminently  fervtd  his  t&oA^ 
try.  The  offer  was  made  of  appointing  him  governor-gene* 
ral  and  commtitndcr  in  chief  oi  BraJU  and  Sotub  America ;  an 
employment  which  the  count  accepted  with  the  confent  ^f 
the  ftates-general  and  the  prince  of  Orange.  His  authority 
.  was  direSly  the  fame  vefted  in  the  governor-general  of  &-» 
tavta^  a  fleet  of  32  fail,  twelve  of  which  were  men  of  war^ 
iftfith  2700  land'^forces  on  board,  was  equipped ;  and  he  quit* 
.  ted  the  Texil  on  the  25th  day  of  O^ober^  halving  already 
conquered  in  imagination  the  whole  Portuguefe  Brafds, 

Of  the  fourteen  provinces  into  which  Brajd  was  divided^ 
four  were  fubje^t  to  the  Hollanders^  Fernambuco^  Temeraaii 
Paraiba^  and  Kio  Grande.  Since  the  year  1630  the  court  df 
Spain  fi/ftained  incredible  damage  by  the  eiForts  which  th( 
t)utch  made  to  eftabliik  fettlements  in  South  America.  Of 
Soo  (hips  fitted  out  by  the  king  of  Spain  for  that  fervice, 
543  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  burnt  or  de- 
ftroyed,  the  lofs  amounting  to  forty-five  millions  of  fi6riiis« 
The  X)x</^j&  had  feized  upon  the  ifland  oi  Curacao  on  the 
Xiorthern  coaft  oi  America  *y  they  had  pillaged  the  opulent 
town  oiTruxillo  in  the  gulph  of  Honduras^  with  a  variety  of 
fmall  fettlemeifts  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico  j  they  had  defeated 
in  divers  engagements,  the  Spanijb  generals  Albuquer^^ 
Bagniohj  and  Lewis  de  Rocca  de  Bergia ;  they  had  by  force 
and  fraud  gained  over  to  their  intereft  feveral  nations,  wh« 
ardently  wi(hed  for  the  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  at 
the  time  Maurice  was  appointed  governor,  their  efforts  bad 
been  faint  and  fruitlefs,  and  Chrijiopher  Articht^y  a  Polifii  bf 
cinian,  of  all  their  officers,  met  with  any  degree  of  fuccefi* 
When  the  count  arrived  at  BraJU j  his  firft  ftep  was  to  re» 
lieve  all  the  garrifons,  and  form  his  army  of  troops  acquainted 
with  the  country,  and  feafoned  to  the  climate.  His  littk 
corps,  amounting  in  all  to  3700  men,  he  led  againft  Port9 
4e  Calcoj  the  garrifon  of  which  had  almoft  entirely  cut  off 
the  communication  betwixt  the  Dutch  fettlements.  Bagmoh 
the  Portuguefe  general,  marched  with  a  fuperior  army  to 
oppofe  him;  a  battle  was  fought,  and  the  Portugueje  totally 
defeated,  Bagm<da  faving  himfelf  and  a  hvr  troops  with 
great  difficulty  in  a  city  built  on  the  river  Porto  CalcOf  and 
fortified  in  luch  a  manner  that  it  commanded  all  the  dd^ 
jacent  country.  Maurice  purfued,  and  immediately  ifl" 
vefted  the  fortress.  The  Portuguefe  general  defended  him* 
felf  bravely,  but  was  in  a  few  days  forced,  for  want  of  pro^ 
vifion,  to  furrender  at  difcretion. 

Flushed  with  conqueft,  the  count  marched  againft  0/^- 
nada^  a  town  fituated  upon  the  (amc  river^  within  fix  oiik^  of 
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its  opening  into  the  ocean.  This  place  farrendered  with  little 
trouble,  Maurice  ftrengthened  it  by  a  citadel  which  he  crcfl- 
ed,  and  called  after  his  own  name.  At  the  mouth  of  the  ri* 
ver  be  built  another  fort,  which  obliged  the  Spaniards  on  both 
fides  to  take  ifaelter  in  Seregippa  del  Kei^  and  abandon  their 
habitations.  Leaving  the  greater  part  of  the  army  with  Arti^ 
ch9ffi  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  he  returned  to  Reciffy  to 
ef^ablifh  the  government  and  religion  of  the  United  Pro^ 
vimes^  in  ^11  the  country  fubje£t  to  the  republic,  treating 
l)owever  with  great  moderation  the  natives  and  foreigners 
who  bad  been  bred  in  a  different  faith,  and  under  a  different 
policy.  He  aUb  equipped  twO  fquadrons,  one  of  which  he 
fent  iouth wards  under  admiral  Lichthm'tj  beyond  the  bay  of 
All  Saints ;  the  other  (ailed  north-eaft  to  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
under  colonel  Coinej  whofe  exploits  and  redu<3ion  oi  Sh 
George  de  la  Mina  we  have  feen  in  a  former  volume  >• 

While  thefe  cpnquefts  were  making  in  Africa  and  Ami--  A.  D,- 
rJcaj  the  plan  of  a  general  pacification  was  laid  iq  Europe,  1637*] 
The  pontiff*,  as  the  common  father  of  all  chriftians,  offered 
bis  mediation  between  France^  Spain,  and  the  empire.  The 
ftates-general  rejefted  an  umpire  whom  they  juftly  fufpeSed 
of  partiality  to  the  court  of  Spain ;  however  he  ftill  conti- 
nued to  prefs  the  other  powers  to  accommodate  matters, 
fenfible  that  the  public  would  not  long  chufe  to  fupport  a 
war  fingly  againft  the  power  of  the  boufe  of  Aujlria.  Car- 
dinal Richlieu  did  not  fail  to  make  his  advantage  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  ftates-general,  notwithftanding  the  grudge 
he  bore  the  prince  of  Orange,  He  urged  the  ftates-general 
to  continue  the  alliance  with  France,  and  his  remonftrances 
were  followed  by  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
powers.  By  this  treaty  Lewis  engaged  to  fupply  the  ftate^ 
with  a  yearly  fum  of  500,000  livres,  over  and  above  the 
ufual  fuUidy  of  2,ooo,oooi  on  account  of  the  great  ex- 
pences  of  the  former  year,  fpent  chiefly  in  the  redudiion  of 
Schencky  and  oppofing  the  Spaniards  in  Picardy,  Two  days 
after  the  ftates-general  renewed  their  ancient  alliance  with 
the  cleQor  of  BrandenturgL 

The  ftrong  connections  between  France  and  Holland  ^f^g pj^ij^^^ 
evinced  cardinal  Richlieu.  of  the  neceffity  of  fuppreffing  his  ^^ Orange 
own  perfonal  diflike  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  the  better  to  and  cardie 
promote  the  interefts  of  his  fovereigni  he  therefore  laboured  nal  Rich- 
to  gain  the  friendfhip  of  prince  Henry.  He  knew  his  lieu  recen-^ 
influence  in  the  republic,  and  was  fenfible  that  the  ope-  ^i^^d. 
rations  of  the  field  could  never  prove  fuccefsful,  unlefs  he 

* '  Via.  Hift.  of  the  coaftfi  of  Africa,  vol.  xvii.  Un.  Mod.  Hifl. 
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Concurred  heartily  with  the  views  of  the  Fre?ub  court.    Fot 
this  reafon  it  was  that  he  dire(Sted  Charnajp,  the  ambafla^ 
dor,  always  to  beftow  the  title  pf  Ht^hnejs  upon  the  prince, 
inftead  of  that  of  ExcelLnce,  with  which  he  had  been  for- 
irierliy  complimented.     He  peifcfily  undcrftood  the  charac- 
ter o(  Hent^y  and  that  though  he  was  fuperior  to  corrup- 
tion, inviolable  in  his  attachment  to  his  country,  and  inva- 
riably fixed  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honour  i    yet  he  was 
pot  infcnfible  to.  the   irrcfiftible  charms  of  ambition.     He 
gained  his  point,  and  eftabli(hed  a  perfc^  harmony,  to  all 
appearance,  between  the  king  and  the  ftates- general,  and 
between  himfclf  and  the  prince  of  Orange.    Both  fides  now 
prepared  to  execute  their  engagements   with  punctuality, 
and  repair  the  lodes  confequent  on  the  former  difcord  that 
fubfifted.     Henry  never  loft  light  of  Brcda^  in  the  rcduflion 
of  which  he  was  cfpecially  concerned,  though  the  conquell 
^    would  likcwifc  prove  of  the  left  confequencc  to  the  com- 
mon caiifc,  and  to  the  republic  in  particular.     He  planned 
a  fchcme  which  he  hoped  would  greatly  facilitate  the  fiegc. 
The  prince  Near  4OOO  boats  of  different  burthens  were  col le£led  in  the 
Aiyi /tf-^   port  oSFluJhing ;  an  armament  which  gave  great  difquiet  to 
I^Bredi.    the  Spaniards y  who  believed  it  was  deflined  againft  Brw^^i 
Dunkirk f  or  fome  of  the  maritime  towns  in  Flanders.    In 
this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  and  not  knowing  where  the  ftorm 
would  break,  the  cardinal  infant  aflcnibled  all  his  troops, 
and  difiributed  them  round  the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  and  in 
all  the  places  which  he  thought  moft  expofed.     This  was 
precifely  what  Henry  defired,  who  immediately  advanced  to 
Breda,  when  xhc^panf/h  army  was  removed  to  a  convenient 
diftance.    By  the  23d  of  July  the  fiege  was  formed,  which 
happened  to  be  the  fame  day  on  which  Landreci  and  Ham» 
fur  rendered  to  the  French.    Omer  Four  din,    an  officer  who 
had  fignalized  himfelf  on  every  occafion,  efpetially  at  the 
defence  of  Schemk,  when  the  Dutoh  themfelves  admired  his 
conduft  and  valour,  was  governor.    He  had  a  garrifon  of 
3000  men,  whom  he  fo  animated  by  his  precepts  and  ex- 
ample, that  they  became  rivals  for  glory,  and  every  foldief 
chearfully  offered  to  lay  down  his  life  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country,   and   for  the  honour  of  his   beloved  commander. 
Four  bin  pofiefled  the  hearts  of  all  his  inferiors,  by  his  com- 
placency, generofity,  liberality   and  thofe  other  qualities  of 
true  greatnefs,  which   the  moft  powerful'y  operate  onf  the 
mind's  of  the  multitude,  and  in  a  particular  manner  on  the 
foldiers.     He  punctually  advanced  the  pay  of  the  troops, 
carefully   infpei^ed    their    provifion,    faw    them  propf^y 
cloathed,  and  whenever  remittances  happened  to  fail,  g««^' 


i>r  Republic  dfHolhni*  ^21 

Jt^Ully  diftrlbutcd  his  own  money,  coined  lii«  pUte.^  afidj 
even  fold  his  horfes,  and  apparel,  to  fuppl/  the  wants  of 
his  garrit'on* 

1  HE  prince  of  Orange^  accompanied  by   his  fon  prlnc<? 
IFllliamy  then  but  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  the  prince  pa- 
latine^ afterwards  e]e<Sor,  puflied  the  fiege  with  all  imagi- 
nable vigour,'  to  finifli  their  work  before  the  cardinal  fliould 
have  time    to  aflemble  a  fufficient   army  to  give  battle* 
That  prince,  hc^wever,  had  detached  count  John  of  Najfau^ 
,  with  a  body  of  5000  foot,  and  2000  horfe,  to  throw  han* 
felf  into  Breda^    He  had  orders  to  attack  that  quarter  of 
the  camp  commanded  by  his  coufin  count  William  d$  NaJ^ 
fau'j  but  he  found  the  works  fo  exceedingly  ftrgng,  that 
he  dropped  the  attempt,   and  wrote  to  the  cardinal  that 
,  the  prince's  camp  was  impregnable  ;    at  leaft  to  force  it; 
would  require  the  whole  S^amjh  ^rmy.     While  he  lay  ac  , 
fome  diftance  waiting  the  cardinal's  orders,  he  met  with 
an  opportunity  of  throwing  300  men  with  bag's  of  corn 
into  the  city.     The  garrifon  had   made   a  vigorous   fally, 
and  the  count  fo  well  mahaged  the  occafion,  that,  in  defpitc 
of  the  diligence  and  courage  of  the  befieged*  he  introduced  ' 
fuch  fuccours  as  helped    to  protraft    the    fate   of  Bredq* 
Ttie  whole  5/tf«//i&  army, advanced  to  i?A/OT^^rg-;  but  every 
pafsahd   pod   was   fo  ftoutly  guarded,  that  after  fruitle(a 
'attempts  to  draw  the  befiegers  out  of  their  lines,  the  car- 
dinal was  forced  to  retire,  and  confide  fQlety  in  the  valour 
of  the  befieged.      However    he  found  ijwans  to    r^dgce 
Fenlo  2Lnd  Ruremqndey  publiftiing  at  the  fame  time  a  report 
that  Nlmegmn  was  taken  by  furprize,  Knotfemburgh  by  af- 
fault,  and  that  he  had  forced  the  prince   of  Orange  tq  raife  , 

the  liege  of  Breda.  Rejoicings  were  made  in  everv  town 
in  the  Spanijh  Netherlands^  which  fo  aftonifted  Jifaunc^^ 
that  he  lent  a  meffuagc  to  Faurhin  governor  of  Breda^  d^- 
firing  to  know  ;he  foundation  of  thefe  reports.  Foiirbin^ 
anfwer  became  the  fincerity  and  honour  of  4  fojdier. 
"  He  h^d  rather,  he  faid,  the  reports  had  been  true  and 
**  not  publifhed,  than  falfe  and  reported  with  fo  muQh  eftcn^ 
"  tation." 

FOURStN'S  courage  did  not  abandon  him  on  the 
retreat  of  the  Spaniards ;  he  fuftained  the  redoubled  efforts 
of  the   eneiny  with  his  ufual   vigour.     A  variety  of  brifb 
Tallies  were  made,  in  one  of  which  fell,  among  oth^r  coq-  ' 
fiderable  perfonages  on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers,  the  barort  t 

PharneJ/e,  ambaffador  from  the  French  king.     The  incef- 
fent  Kre  and  perpetual  attacks  from  the  town,  obliged  the 
prince  to  alter  hh  manner,  and  carry  op  bi^  approaches 
:  Mop.  Hist.  Vol,.  XXXU        Y  under 
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under  cover  ;  which  though  more  flow  and  cxpenfiye,  faved 
the  lives  of  great  numbers,  and  enabled  him  at  laft  to  ar- 
rive at  the  foot  oF  the  walls.  This  at  length  fliook  thecon- 
flancy  of  the  brave  Fourbin^  who  faw  himielf  deftitute  of 
powder  and  provifion,  without  hope  of  fuccour,  his  gw- 
rifon  diminifhed  to  a  third  of  their  original  number,  and 
the  remains  broken,  fatigued,  and  exhaufted.  He  was 
befides  teazed  with  the  clamours  of  the  townfmen,  op- 
prefled  with  a  malignant  fever,  that  fwept  the  people  off 
by  hundreds.  All  thefe  circumftances  determined  him  to 
propofe  a  capitulation  ;  he  fent  it  to  the  prince  of  Or^^j 
Breday/^r-  and  it  was  immediately  accepted,  without  alteration,  though 
renders.  the  prince's  generofity  and  regard  for  the  brave  garrifen 
occasioned  loud  clamours  againft  his  conduA.  The  go* 
vernor  and  foldiers  were  allowed  all  the  honours  of  war, 
and  the  officers  of  the  city  placed  on  the  fame  footing  as 
in  the  year  1625,  before  it  was  reduced  by  Spinola.  Fom- 
bin  paid  his  compliments  fealed  in  a  letter  to  the,  prince; 
he  was  .  received  gracioufly,  loaded  with  praifes  and  ho- 
nours, and  difmiffed  with  valuable  prefents,  which  rcfefl- 
cd  equal  credit  on  the  generofity  of  the  prince,  arid  tfee 
valour  of  the  governor  ". 

The  conqueft  of  Breda  was  attended  by  confequcnw 
the  moft  important  to  the  ftates-general.  It  fecured  coiU' 
merce  on  the  coafts  of  Zealand^  and  frontiers  of  /ftiltorf; 
it  delivered  the  provinces  from  the  incurfions  of  At 
enemy,  quite  to  the  gates  of  Bergen^op-zoom  and  Boi^^i 
it  gained  a  valuable  addition  to  the  dominions  of  Ae 
republic ;  it  depreffed  the  fpirits  of  the  Spaniards^  difeoiK 
certed  their  projects,  gave  frefli  courage  to  the  Dutchj  aal 
greatly  augmented  prince  Henry^s  reputation.  To  put  fc 
valuable  an  acquifition  beyond  all  danger  of  being  ag«i^ 
loft,  the  prince  laboured  with  diligence  to  repair  andaH{^ 
-ment  the  fortifications,  in  which  he  fo  happily  fuccecdeJ, 
that  Breda  might  be  deemed  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ciotf 
then  in  Europe;  for  as  yet  Vauban  Tind  Coehorn  had- do< 
vappeared  to  raife  the  art  of  defence  and  attack  to  itt 
height  of  perfeSion. 

The  rejoicings  made  for  the  rcduflion  of  Breda^  bad  al* 
moft  proved  fatal"  to  Rhimberg,  The  Spanijh  garrifofl  ini* 
city  of  Gueldersy  apprifed  of  the  vaft  confumption  of  po*' 
der  at  Rhimberg^  in  firing  cannon  and  giving  magnificcn^ 
exhibitions,  and  imagining  that  amidft  the  joy  and  riot© 
ipublic  rejoicings,  the  defence   of  the  town  might  prol>»* 

«  Mem.  de  Prince  Henry,  p.  iiB, 
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Wy  be  negtcfied,  formed  a  fcheme  to  furprife  the  place, 
and  introduce  a  body  of  Spanijh  forces.  That  part  of  the; 
wlllfi  where  the  enemy  approached,  was  guarded  onJy'  by 
otii  centinel,  who  immediately  difcharged  his  piece,  and 
thereby  alarmed  the  garrifoin.  The  governor  was  gone  toi 
the  Hague,  to  be  cured  of  the  wounds  he  received  at  the 
ficge  of  Br^dsy  and  John  JVeeckensi  his  deputy,  had  but  a 
handful  of  fbldiers.  Refiilance  was  vain,  as  tho  enemy 
had  already  applied  ladders  to  the  walls  ;  he  bethought  hiai' 
therefore  of  a  ftratagem,  which  was  to  defert  with  17 
men  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  them  to  defer 
the  attack,  until  the  orders  he  had  given  within  could  be 
executed,  and  thc^place  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  The 
projecl  wks  wild,  but  it  partly  fucceeded.  TVeeckehs-  was 
well  received ;  his  ftory  was  plaufible,  and  he  related  it 
with  fuch  difcretiort,  and  gave  (o  ftrong  reafons  for  rfe^ 
ferringthc  Attack,  that  fcveral  hours  were  loift  :  however> 
being  at  laft  difcovered,  he  was  forced  to  fight  his  way 
back,  fuftained  the  whole  weight  of  the  enemy,  and  dif- 
appointed  their  dcfign,  by  this  equally  bold  and  cxtraor-  / 
dinary  meafurc.  When  they  returned  to  the  attack  oil 
Rhimberg^  the  garrifon  received  them  v/ith  fo  much  bra- 
very, as  obliged  them  to  abandon  the  enterprife  \ 

As  the  Spaniar4s  were  not  fufficiently  ftrong  on  thd 
Meufe  to  aft  openly,  and  lay  fiege  to  the  towns  lately  ta- 
ken by  the  Dutch ^  they  made  feveral  attempts  to  furprife 
the  garrifons.  A  deep  defign  upon  Maejlricht  was  happily 
difappointed,  on  the  point  of  execution;  all  the  reft  of 
their  projefts,  moft  of  which  Were  extremely  refined,  had 
the  fame  iffue.  At  fea  they  were  more  fortunate.  The 
Dunkirkers  attacked  a  fleet  of  Zealanders,  under  convoy  of 
a  fingle  man  of  war,  which  they  took   after  an  obftinate  .    ' 

battle,  during  which  the  merchantmen  efcaped.  Soon  af-  A.  Di 
ter  they  augmented  their  fleet  to  40  fail,  and  attacked  a  iS^S* 
t)utch  fquadron  of  40  fail^  whereof  five  were  men  of  war. 
A  bloody  battle  was  fought,  and  the  viftory  decided  by  the 
lofs  of  one  Dutch  man  of  war^  all  the  reft  having  efca- 
ped fafe  to  port.  Towards  the  fpring  hoftilities  were  re- 
Hewed  on  fliore.  Prince  Henry  refolved  now  to  make 
life  of  the  large  fleet  detained  for  the  whole  preceding 
autumn,  in  the  road  of  Fluflntig,  by  adverfe  winds  aad  the 
vigilance  of  the  Spaniards.  He  meditated  the  redudiioiri 
of  Antwerp,  and,  to  facilitate  this  fcheme,  advanced  his 
«avalry    to   Bpifleduc,   Bergm- op-zoom,   and   LiJlo^   leaving    ' 
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Henry  de  NqffaUj  count  of  Frifelandy  with  a  fmall  army  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  Nimeguen.     The  infantry  w^s  em- 
barked in  thirty  tranfports,  under  count  TVtlliam  deNoffau^ 
who  arrived    on  the  23d  day  of  yune  before  Fort  Pirk, 
which  he   reduced.     With   a  force    not  exceeding  60CO 
men,    he    laid    fiegc   to   Fort  St.  Mary,  and  fecurcd'the 
whole  country  to    Fcri  Ifahelia,  which  immediately  ccm- 
municates  with  the  city  of  Antwerp ;  but  the  difHcuhy  of 
breaking  down  the  dykes,  and  other  crofs  accidents,  obli- 
ged bim  to  content   himfelf   with   blocking  up   Fort  Su 
Mary^  and  directing  his  chief  ftrength  againft  Fort  de  Vern 
Breeck^  about  a  league  difiant  from  Caiko.     Meantime  the 
*  cardinal  arrived  at  Antwerp,  and    with  a  confiderable  body 
of  horfc  and  foot  crofled  the  Sche/d.     The  Hollandirs  were 
immediately  drawn  from  their  pcfts  before  St,  Mary,  and 
Ak  unfuc"  count  Wiiltam  having  taken  Verre  Braeck,  and'  received  a 
ce/s/ul  at',  reinforcement  from  prince  'Henry,  aflembled   all  his  forcc$ 
4empt  on     ^ear  Calloo,  where  he  made  a  ftand.     Here  he  was  attack- 
Antwerp,  g^  \yy  ^^Q  cardinal,    with   an    army   double  his  number; 
but  he  defended  himfelf  with  fo  much  intrepidity,  that, 
after   an  engagement  of  eight  'hours,    the   enemy  were 
forced  to  retreat.     On  both  fides  the  lofs  was  confiderable; 
but  the   Dutch  chiefly  regretted    the   death    of  the  young 
count  Maurice  de  Najfau,  who  had  in   an   extraordinary 
manner  diftinguiflied  all  the  virtues  of  a  long  line  of  he» 
roic  anceftors. 

Though  the  Spaniards  were  repulfed   in  this  attempt, 

they  were   neither  defeated  nor  difpirited.     A  frefti  attack 

was   made  in  the  count's  quarters,  before  his  troops  had 

time  to  draw   breath.     The    artillery  at   the   fame  linie 

played  with  fury,  all   the  outworks  were  forced,  and  tke 

Dutch  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  totally  defeated,  when 

the  night  feafonably  interpofed,  under  cover  of  which  the 

Dutch  de-  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^*^   broken  forces.     He  was  purfued  ;  and 

feated.      '^^  rc^it^  compofed  entirely  of  Scotch  regiments,   cutoff, 

•^        '       aifter  a  brave  refiftance.     Great  numbers   endeavouring  to 

gain  the  fliips,  plunged  into  the   river  and  were  drowtidy 

while  the  Spaniards  purfuing  their  viftory,  entered  Calh 

and  made  prifoners  the  Dutch  garrifon.     Fort  Ferre  Brmh 

Surrendered  upon  honourable  conditions  to  the  conqueron, 

the  prince  of  Orange's  whole  fcheme  was  defeated,  and  the 

ftates  wei«  Extremely  mortified    at  J:he  fevereft  blow  thej 

^ad  received  fince  the  cardinal  came  to  the  government  of 

^be  Spanijh  Netherlands  ^. 
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Prince  Henry  was  potted  zi Bergen-op-zoom^  ex- 
erting his  utmofl  diligence  in  collecting  the  fugitive  re- 
mains of  the  defeated  army.  Sfandrato  was  detached,  with 
24  troops  of  horfc,  to  attack  his  intrenchments.  He 
furprifed  the  centinels,  and  threw  the  Dutch  camp  into 
confufipn;  but  the  prince  poured  out  his  troops  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  as  entirely  difconcerted  the  Spaniards^  and  re- 
puifed  them  with  great  lofs,  the  prifoners  amounting  to 
400  men,  among  whom  were  fcveral  officers  of  diftinc- 
tion.  Two  days  after,  when  the  Dutch  imagined  them- 
felves  in  perfect  fecurity,  their  camp  was  a  fecond  time 
attacked  at  JVowen^  with  fuch  vigour,  that  having  forced 
the  imrenchments,  the  Spaniards  began  pillaging.  In  this 
fituation,  the  Dutch  having  raJlied,  returned  to  the  charge, 
drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  camp,  and  obtained  a  com- 
plete vidlory.  Being  fuperior  in  forces,  the  Spaniards  rcfolv- 
ing  to  keep  the  pHnce  in  continual  perturbation,  a  third 
time  fell  upon  his  cavalry  near  St,  Flicty  the  conteft  was 
warm,  and  the  advantage  difputed  ;  certain  it  is,  that 
near  a  thoufand  men  fell  upon  each  fide.  It  was  after  thefe 
ftarp  adlions,  that  the  prince  of  Orange  made  an  unfuc*- 
ccfsful  attempt  on  Guelder  Sy'znA  that  the  Spaniards  re- 
duced Kerpen^  with  which  tranfaftion  and  fome  other  lefe 
confiderable  loffes  .on  the  fide  of  the  ^ates,  ended  the  cam- 
paign, in  a  manner  more  glorious  to  the  cardinal  than  any 
of  the  preceding. 

Nor  were  the  Dutch  more  fortunate  in  South  America  Affairs  in 
than  in  Europe,  A  fever  that  brought  the  life  of  count  South- 
Maurice  into  great  danger,  proved  extremely  detrimental  to  America, 
their  affairs  in  Brafil.  After  the  reduftion  of  Porto  CavaUoy 
the  Portuguefe  general  Bagniola  had  aflcmbled  a  fonfider- 
.able  army,  with  which  he  fell  upon  the  D«/ci  conquefts, 
,and  defolated  the  country,  putting  all  the  natives  to  the 
f^vord,  who  had  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  the  re- 
public. Colonel  Schruppm  marched  againfthim,  checked 
his  ravages,  but  could  not  bring  him  to  a  battle.  As  foon 
as  count  Maurice  recovered,  he  took  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  laid  fiege  to  St,  Salvador^  to  which  purpofe  he 
received  exprefs  orders  from  the  directors  of  the  company.. 
He  had  firft,  by  a  variety  gf  feints,  diverted  the,  enemy  s 
.ftrength  to* another  quarter,  and  now  carried  on  his  ap- 
proaches without  any  external  moleftation.  But  the  vigo- 
rous cpndu(3:  of  the  garrifon,  and  their  firft  fally,  fupport- 
cd  by  400  men,  boded  an  unfortunate  ifilie  to  the  en- 
terprize.  In  this  (harp  fldrmifh  the  count  loft  near  three 
hundred  men«  fome  of  hi$  beft  officers,  ^nd  the  only  per- 
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fpn  who  merited  the  appellatioa  of  an  engineer  in  Ws 
whole  army.  Finding  that  his  numbers  were  jnfufficient 
completely  to  block  up  thebcfiegcd,  or  prevent  the  enetny 
froni  throwing  in  fuccours,  he  broke  up  his  camp,  and 
retired  with  fome  precipitatten,  and  great  chagrin.  This 
jdifappointment  was  fucceeded  by   a  fruitlefs  attempt  on  the 

? late-fleet,  made  by  admiral  Jol  in  the  gulph  of  Hondum. 
le  attacked  the  enemy  with  great  fury,  but  was  dcfertcd 
.    -T>y  his  captains  in  the  middle   of  the  engagement,  and 
left  with  three  (hips  to  encounter  the  whole  force  of  the 
fipanlard^.     After   ejctricating   himfelf  with  great  valour, 
he  again  collecSled  his  (hips,  punifhed   fome  of  the  delin- 
quents, animated  the  reft,  and  returned  a  fecond  time  to 
the  attack ;  but  with    the  fame   fuccefs,     Juft  zs  viflory 
was  ready  to  declare  for  him,  his  cowardly  of5cen,  whom 
jieither  mame,  honour,  nor  intcreft,  could  influence,  fliecr- 
cd  ofl^,  and  again  left  him  deeply  engaged  in  the  midft  of 
the  enemy.     Once  more   his  conJu6l  and  intrepidity  pre- 
vailed ;  be  broke  the  enemy's  line,  and  opened  a  way  to 
join  his  own  fquadron.     Apprehending  that  his  former  fe- 
verity  might  have   alienated   the   minds   of  his  captains, 
Jof  had  now  recourfe  to  arguments  and   entreaties,    He 
let  before  them  the  vafl:  riches   in  view,  the  infamy  conr 
fequcRt  on   their  cowardice   and  difobedience,  with  tvttj 
other  topic  that  could  move  their  paflions,  or  convince  thdr 
reafon.    A  few  were  drawn  back  to  their  duty  ;  and  fupport- 
ed  by  thefe,  y<7/ determined  upon  a  third  attack  ;  but  now  the 
winci  hadihifted  in  favour  of  the  S^^mV*^*     In  defpiteofall 
difficulties,  the  brave  J)utchman  bore  down  upon  the  encmjj 
Ciigaged   thetn   with    redoubled  vigour,  and    was  a  thiid 
Srawery    time  defeated.     Thus  after  the  nobleft   exertions  ofcou- 
pf  admiral  f^^Q  he  loft  his  prize,    but  acquired   a  reputation  which 
•J^  ••  wul  tranfmit  his  name  to  pofterity^  enrolled  in  the  long 

lift  of  heroes  produced  by  the  republic.  All  his  prcfent 
fatisfaiSion  confifted  in  punifliing  the  cowardly,  and  after 
having  them  fuperfeded,  fending  them  home  in  irons^  tobc 
tried  by  the  niartial  laws  of  Holland  for  cowardjce  and 
mutiny  P. 
^  j^  *  The  difgraces  of  the  preceding  campaign  determined  the 
f\  fla^^s  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  efforts   to  recover  their 

^  39*     loflfes.     E^rly  jn  the  fpring  the  prince  of  Orange  was  at  the 
■    head  of  a  fornriidable  army,  ready  to  oppofe  the  cjirfiiwJs 
jdefigns,  and  the  yaft  proje^s  entertained  by  the  Spaniard 
yho  were  highly  elated  with  their  vifiory  at  Callooy  there- 
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.<iu(3ion  of  Kerpen^  and  Henrys  difappointmcnt  before 
Gueldfes.  Leaving  a  body  of  infantry  Sit  Ltllo,  and  a  few 
fquadrons  of  horfe  at  Bergen^f^p-zoomy  the  prince  divrded  ' 
his  army  into  two  columns,  one  of  which  he  embarked,  to 
make  a  diveiTion  in  Flanders^  and  engage  cardinal  RUhlhu 
to  perforih  his  part  of  the  late  treaty.  Colonel  Alverdt  was 
left  with  f.venteen  companies  of  foot,  to  oppofc  the  enemy 
on  the  iScheld;  and  the  prince  went  in  pd-fon  to  Ntmegueny 
where  he  was  joined   by  4000  Hejjians^  under  general  Me- 

\lander.  With  this  force  he  propofed  renewing  the  ficge 
of  Gueldres ;  he  had  even  detached  part  of  hrs  forces  to  in- 
veft  the  city,  but  finding  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  Iti 
powerful  fuccours,  he  dropped  the  defign,  and  removed  to 
Fhilo, 

Greater  expe£lations  were  entertained  from  the  fleet  Vaa 
fent  under  Martin  Harpert  Van  Tromp^  lieutenant-admiral  Tromp's 
of  Holland^  aivl  one  ot  the  heft  naval  officers  that  Holland^  rife  and 
fruitful    in  good   feamen,  ever  produced.    Xromp  had   ac-  *vi^orie$, 
companied  the  famous  Heine  in  all  his  expeditions,   was  the 
great  favourite  of  that  admiral,  and  fought  by  his  fide  at 

.the  time  he  was  killed^  In  divers  other  aflions  he  had  fo 
diftinguiflied  his  intrepidity  and  conduft,  that  the  ftatcs 
raifed    him  to    his   prefent    dignity    under    the   prince   of 

*  Orange^  the  higheft  officer  in  their  navy.  Having  advice 
that  a  Spanijh  fquadron,  compofed  of  ten  large  men  of 
war,  four  frigates,  and  feveral  fmaller  veflels,  had  quitted 
the  port  o\  Randy ke  on  the  i8th  of  February ^  Tromp  imme- 

,diately  went  in  purfuit,  came  up  with  th'e  Spa?iijh  admiral 
off  Graveline^  joined  battle,  and  defeated  him,  after  a  bloody 
confli<a,  which  lafted  fix  hours.  The  Spantjh  admiral,  and 
three  more  great  fhips,  were  driven  on  the  fands,  and  taken ; 
and  the  vice-admiral's  fliip  was  burnt,  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Hollanders.  Four  frigates  Were 
befides  taken,  and  the  Spaniards  were  reported  to  have 
loft  near  two  thoufand  men,  of  whom  feven  hundred  were 
made  prifoners. 

The  moft  important  confequence  of  7r^^/>'s  vi<5iory  was, 
that  four  thoufand  men.  on  board  the  Spanijh  fquadron  were 
deftined    for  a  grand  armament  -equipping   at  Cadi%  and 

.Corunna^  the  moft  formidable  that  had  been  feen  fince 
the  armada  prepared  to  invade  England.  All  the  maritime 
powers  were  attentive  to  the  object  of  this  vaft  fleet.  Eng^ 
land  and  France  imagined  the  court  of  Spain  intended,  in 
coiyun£tion  with  the  king  of  Denmark^  to  attack  Sweden  \ 
^hile  the  ftates  general  trembled  for  the  fate  of  the  pro- 
vinces.    In  faS,  the  catholic  king  had  his  own  immediate 
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intercft  too  ftrohgly  in  view,  to  hearken  to  the  foggcdiortj 
of  the  king  of  Denmark,  The  arnnament  was  cxprefsly 
equipped  to  annoy  the  provinces,  and  it  fet  fail  with  20,oo(5 
land-forces  on  board^  in  the  month  of*  7«/yi  under  th6 
conduft  of  don  Antonio  d'Ojuendo^  who  nad  already  ex- 
peiienced  the  valour  and  naval  abilities  of  the  Hcllanderi. 
To  oppofe  this  powerful  fleet,  amobnting  to  87  fail,  Van 
Tron:p  weighed  anchor  with  np  more  than  a  fquadron  of  l! 
men  of  war.  His  firft  dcfign  was,  merely  to  obftru6t  the 
paflage  of  the  Bpaninrds  j  but  having  fallen  in  with  iheit 
van,  on  board  which  was  all  the  money  and  4CC0  troops, 
he  attacked  it  in  the  night  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  enemy 
were  wholly  difperfcd,  every  (hip  crouding  all  the  failfte 
could  make,  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  Tr^frf^s  cannon. 
Kcxt  morning  Oquenda  came  up  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
and  immediately  engaged  Tromp  yard-arm-and-yard-arm. 
After  a  violent  confliS  the  Spaniard  Wa$  forced  to  Ihift 
his  flag ;  his  ihip  was  foon  after  funk,  and  four  more  were 
taken  ;  but  the  Dutch  were  prevented  frofti  purfuing  their 
advantage  by  a  thick  fog,  which  efFefiually  concealed  the 
enemy.  Before  the  weather  cleared  up,  Tromp  wasftrongly 
reinforced,  wl:ich  enabled  hipn  to  purfue  Ithe  enemy  to  the 
i)(nvnsy  where  they  had  taken  fandtuary  under  the  wing  of 
the  EngUJI:f  admiral.  It  is  probable  he  would  have  deftroyed 
the  whole  but  for  the  partiality  evidently  fliewn  in  favour 
x>f  the  Spaniards.  Tromp  remonlirated  upon  the  king  of 
£ngland'$  conduA  as  a  breach  of  the  treaty  fubfifting  with 
J-JplUmd.  To  the  Engltjh  admiral's  condyft  he  afcribed  the  fafety 
of  the  enemy ;  his  intelligence  had  mifled  the  Dutchy  and 
his  motions  had  covered  the  Spaniards  5  but  no  redrefs  was 
obtained.  At  length  another  reinforcement  arrived,  which 
rendered  Tromp  fo  powerful,  that  he  refolved  to  face  the 
jenemy  in  the  Downs^  and  even  to  give  battle  to  the  Englifi 
.  rather  than  be  diverted  from  his  purpofe.  It  was  upon  this 
rcfolution,  fay  the  Dutch  writers,  tnat  the  king  of  England 
ordered  his  admiral  to  withdraw  bis  proteSion  from  the 
Spaniards^  perceiving  that  othcrwife  he  muft  come  to  an 
iopen  rupture  with  the  Hollanders.  Thus  it  was  that  Tromf, 
after  having  for  a  month  blocked  up  Oquendo^  obliged  him 
at  laft  to  come  to  an  engagement.  Rather  than  ftand  an 
attack  in  his  prefent  fituation,  the  Spaniard  refolved  running 
the  hazard  of  crolHng  the  Channel  under  cover  of  a  fog; 
but  Tromp  kept  fo  ftrift  watch  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
efcape.  An  ailion  cnfued, .  and  both  fides  fought  with 
jdefperatt  fury.  For  the  fpace  of  eight  hours  the  Spaniards 
made  an  obffjnatc  refiftan^c  j    at  laft  they   \ycrc  totally 
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'defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  14  men  of  war,  burnt^  Atnk^ 
taken,  or  driven  afliore,  among  which  were  the  vicc-ad'mi- 
ral  of  Spain^  the  admiral  of  Galiciay  and  the  great  galleon 
of  Portugal,  1406  tuns  burthen,  mounting  80  ,guns,  and 
carrying  800  men^  all  of  whom  perifced  by  the  water  or 
thefword.  Twenty-one  of  the  enemies  fhips  put  back  to 
the  Doivns  in  a  wretched  plight  \  fire- fhips  were  fent  to  dc- 
ftroy  them;  but  the  Englijh  again  interpofcd,  contrary  to 
their  neutrality,  and  the  cxprcfs  injunSions  of  the  fove- 
reign.  That  day  thirteen  fliips  more  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  HoUandefSj  of  which  eleven  only  could  be  carried  ofF, 
fo  miferably  were  they  (battered.  In  a  word,  of  this  whole 
prodigious  armament,  only  eight  reached  Dunkirk.  (7- 
quendo's  own  ibip  was  fo  much  dan^aged,  tliat  he  owed  his 
life  to  a  frigate  fent  to  his  aififtance  by  the  generous  Van 
Tromp,  Eight  thoufand  men  were  killed,  four  thoufand 
wounded,  and  two  thc^ufand  taken  prifpners,  and  carried 
with  the  reft  of  the  fpoils  in  triumph  to  the  Texet,  BrilUy 
and  Fiujhing,  All  Europe  admired  the  (kill  and  intrepidity 
of  Van  Tromp,  and  the  naval  power  of  J^olland.  The 
ftates  decreed  him  the  fame  honours  conferred  upon  ad- 
miral Heine,  and  the  French  king  fent  him  particular  marks 
of  his  regard ;  among  the  reft  a  patent,  whereby  he  was 
enrolled  among  the  nobility  of  France"^. 

Having  entirely  ruined  the  maritime  power  of  Spain,    *    j^ 
the  moft  vigorous  preparations  were  making  to  carry  on    .^  .^  ' 
the  war  by  land  with  equal  fuccefs.    With  this  viev^  prince  p^.^^^^  * 
Henry  took  the  fi^ld  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  with  n^^^y  /^, 
Which,   in  the  month  of  May,   he  entered  the  bifliopric  ^^det 
of  Bruges.    He  encamped,  at  Maldeghem^  in  order  to  gain  Fiaaders« 
the  command  of  the  two  canals  that  lead  to  Ghent,  and 
the  neighbouring  forts.     This  march  a  good  deal  alarmed 
the  cardinal,  notwithftanding  all  the  pafles  were  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Spaniards,    and  ftriftly  guarded.     It   was  his 
fear  that  made  him  throw  himfelf  into  Ghent,    in  cxpefta- 
tion  that  his  prefenee  would  encourage  the  garrifon,  and  • 
.  deter  the  pririce  from   making  any  attempt  on  that  im- 
portant town.     The  efFeds  correfponded  ;  every  where  the 
Spaniards  feemed  invincible,  driving  before  them  the  Hol^ 
landers,  and  defeating  them  in  every  encounter.     Henry, 
however,  was  not  difpirited  by  the   unfortunate  iffue  of 
Ikirmiflies,  which  produced  nothing  decifive..     He  was  in 
hopes  that  the  valour  of  the  enemy  was  a  laft  effort  of 

«  La  Vie  de  Tromp,  p»  96.    La  CtSRc,  tom.  ii,    Nvvilli, 
lib,  ix, 
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tlcfpair,  and  therefore  proceeded  coolly  in  his  defijgBS,  with- 
out fuffcring  himf^plf  to  be  difconcertcd  by  accidents,  which 
neccffariiy  eluded  human  foreAght.  He  laid  iiege  xoDamnej 
and  declined  fortifying  his  camp  in  the  ufual  manner,  in 
hopes  to  draw  the  cardinal  to  a  battle.  But  he  could  not 
/ucceed,  nor  did  the  redu<3.ion  of  the  garrifon  pxove  a 
matter  of  fo  Kttle  diiEcuIty  as  he  imagined  ;  the  refinance 
within  indeed  was  fo  obftinatc,  and  the  alarms  from  the 
cardinaPs  camp  without  fo  perpetual,  that  Henry  abandoned  j 
the  defign,  quitted  Flanders^  and  diiappointed  the  great  ex- 
pedations  of  the  court  of  France  ana  the  fiates  general. 
His  retreat  left  the  cardinal  at  liberty  to  penetrate  into  Ar- 
taisy  and  take  meafures  for  fuccouring  Arrasy  then  befieged 
by  the  French  army.  , 

While  the  cardinal  was  employed  in  Artohy  the  prince 
was  endeavouring  to  profit  by  his  abfence,  and  cut  off  his  j 
return.     With   this  view  he  formed  an  enterprife  againft  j 
Hulfiy  which  he  began  with  ftorming  fort  Uaffau.    This  I 
affair  was  happily  and  boldly  executed  by  the  French  troops 
led  on  by  the  marquis  de  Hauterive.     The  furrendcr  of  the  ' 
fort  ftruck  terror  into  Hulfty  and  even  fet  the  city  of  An- 
twerp upon  arming  the  townfraen,  and  preparing  againft  a  j 
fiegc.     Sfondrato  and  Cantelmo  with   a  body  of  troops  flung 
themfelves  into  the  city,  and  the  garrifons  were  withdrawn 
fram  all  the  adjacent  fortreffes,  the  better  to  fecurc  A 
twerp.     Henry^s  objedi,  however,  was  HuIJl  \  to  thjs  place 
he  laid  fiege,  drevv  his  lines,  and  gave  the  afiault  to  fort  ! 
St.  Anne^  during  which  his  cavalry  was  attacked  by  a  ftrong  ' 
body  of  borfe,  under  Sfondrato.     After  a  (harp  a6lion  the  i 
Spanijb  cavalry  was  defeated  \  but  the  infantry  coming  up, 
led  on  by  Saavedray  fuftained  the  fire  with  admirable  con- 
ftancy,   and  at  laft  repulfed   the  Hollanders  with   the  lofs  I 
\  of  the  brave  Henry  Errufl  de  NaJfaUy  governor  of  Frifeland\  \ 

a  lofs  more  regretted  by  the  ftates  general  than  the  200  j 
men  who  periibed  in  this  unfortunate  aftion.  This  repulfc 
evinced  Henry  that  he  had  committed  a  fault  in  amufing 
himfelf  by  an  attack  on  a  little  out-fort,  when  he  ought  to 
have  employed  all  his  attention  in  blocking  up  Hul/i.  By  , 
this  means  he  afforded  the  cardinal  leifure  to  draw  his 
troops  from  Artois  j  but  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  the  error; 
the  enemy  had  affembled  a  fuperior  army,  and  there  re- 
mained no  alternative,  but  to  run  the  hazard  of  being  de- 
feated, or  immediately  to  break  up  the  fiege  and  retire, 
The  latter  was  his  choice,  and  his  retreat  put  an  end  to  the 
,  operations  of^ the  campaign  ' . 

»  La  Vic  dc  prince  Henry,  p.  222.  . 
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FORf\JNE,  which  feemed,  upon  the  whole,  to  favoiir  the  Jfairs  ef 
Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands^  was  lefs  propitious  to  them  in  ^^  Welt 
;  America.     Philip  had  fent  the  count    de  la  Torre^  with   a  ^^ndiarcwr- 
ftrong  armament,  the  preceding  year,   to  Brajil,     On  his/^^^^ 
•arrival  on  the'coaft  of  Africa^  the  troops  ware  feized  with  a  ^"^^^^^y o,ni 
peftilential  difeafe,  whichfweptoff  three  thoufand  men  be-^^^^^?^ 
fore  the  fleet  reached   St.  Salvador.     The  number  that  re-  ^     "^** 
•plained  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  foldiers,  all  of  whom 
were  too  fickly  to  enter  upon  adlion.     It  was  not  doubted 
but  thfc  count  de  la  Torre  muft  have  difpofleffed  the  Hollan- 
iers  of  every  foot  of  land  they  pofleffed  in  Brafil^  as  his  fleet 
amounted  to  46  fail  of  large  Ihips,  27  of  which  were  galleons 
double  manned,  and  well  provided   with  every  necefl^iry* 
Had  this  armament  arrived  fafe,  Maurice  muft  neceflaril/ 
have  quitted  the  country  ;  but  the  wrqtched  fituation  of  the 
land-forces  and  failors,  and  the  lortg  itay  made  in  All  Saints 
bay  for  the  recovery  of  the  men,  enabled  the  Dutch  to  make 
*  all  poiEble  preparations.  In  a  ffiort  time  their  fleet  amounted 
to  forty-one  fail  of  armed  fhips  of  diflTetent  dimenfions  and 
ftrength,  while  la  Torre  ufed  fuch  diligence,  that  he  col-  . 
lefted  ninety-four  fhips,  tranfports  and  men  of  war,  having, 
12,000  men  on  board,  including  the  Br a^l  forces.     His  in- 
tention was,  to  fall   upon  the  Dutch  fettlements ;    which 
count  Jllaurice yZnd  his  admiral  William  Looff^  ufed  all  their 
diligence  to  prevent.     Looff  ZT^mt  up  with  the  enemy  be-' 
tween  the  ifland  Tamaraca  and  the  river  Gojana^  and  engaged 
them  from  noon  till  night,  when  he  was  unfortunately  killed 
by  a  cannon-bullet.     His  death  animated  his  feamen  with  a 
defire  of  revenge  ;  vice-admiral  Huygens  took  the  command, 
arid  renewed  the  battle  next  mornifig,  with  the  utmoft  in- 
trepidity.    He  knew  fo  well  how  to  mak6  his  advantage  of 
the  fize  and  fwiftnefs  of  his  frigates,  that  he  terribly  galled 
the  large  unwieldy  galleons,  and   raked  them  fore-and-aft, 
without  receiving  confiderablc  damage,  as  they  could  only 
bring  their  chace-guns  to  bear.    Before  night  feveral  Spanijh 
men  of  war  floated  like  ufelefs  wrecks  upon  the  water  i  but 
"it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  boarding  them,  on  account  of 
their  being  filled   with  foldiers.     Huygens^  However,  kept 
clofe  all  night,  and  by  day -break  again  began  the  engage- 
ment with  more  fuccefs,    notwithftanding  feveral  of  the 
enemies  {hips  that  had  been  the  moft  damaged,  were  towed 
away  to  tffie  Rio  Grande.     For  this  whole  day  a  running 
fight  was  maintained,  the  Spanijh  admiral  making  all  the 
fail  he  could  to  the  northward  ;  but  next  day  Huygens  came 
to  clofe  quarters,  and  fo  admirably  ferved  his  cannon,  that  a 
i:omp!ete  yi^lory  was  obtained,  yf\\h  the  lofs,  on  his  fide,  of 
3  fcarce 
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fcarce  an  hundred  feamen  and  foldiers,  while  the  enemy)  by 
their  own  confeffion»  had  four  thoufand  killed  and  Wounded. 
Ten  of  their  iargeft  fhips  were  driven  upon  the  fands, 
where  they  periiQied  with  their  whole  crews.  The  reft  of 
the  fle^t  was  prevented  from  putting  into  harhour  to  refrclh, 
in  confequence  of  which  a  peftilential  difeaie  appeared  on 
board,  and  deftroyrd  more  than  half  the  foldiers.  Some  of 
their  firaggling  veflels  were  every  day  falling  into  the  haods 
of  the  Hollandersy  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  only  four 
galleons  and  three  merchantmen  remained  of  all  this  for- 
midable armament,  which  had  once  terrified  count  Maurice 
into  the  notion  of  evacuating  the  Bra/tls.  Yet  no  impor- 
-  tant  confequences  refuhed ;  Maurice  contented  himfelf  widi 
driving  the  Spaniards  at  a  diftancc  from  the  Dutch  fcttie- 
inents,  and  defolating  the  country  round  the  bay  of^// 
Saints.  Admiral  Jol  cruifed  ofF  ther  ifland  of  Cuba  for 
the  plate-fleet  ;  but'  he  had  the  misfortune  of  being 
terribly  (hattered  in  a  ftorm,  and.  reduced  to  the  ne-* 
ceffity  of  throwing  himfelf  upon  the  clemency  of  the 
Spaniards, 

The  fignal  revolution  that  now  happened  in  Portngdy 
produced  great  alterations  in  the  affairs  of  Brafd,  The 
Portuguefe  having  thrown  off  the  Caftilian  yoke,  count  Mau- 
rice doubted  not  but  all  the  natives  of  that  country  in  South 
jtmerica  would  follow  the  example,  feparate  them felves  from 
the  Spaniards^  and  conclude  a  truce  with  the  HoUandiru 
Meantime  he  determined  to  feizc  the  happy  occaiion  which 
the  quarrel  between  Spain  and  Portugal  afforded.  With 
this  view  he  repaired  the  fquadron  under,  admiral  yoU  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  and  refolved  to  pulh  the  Dutch  con- 
qucfts  not  only  in  South  America^  but  on  the  coafts  oi  Africa. 
While  he  was  employed  with  the  land -forces  in  reducing 
Seregippa  del  Rey^  and  the  province  of  Ceriji,  Jol  was  fent 
to  the  coaft  of  Angola,  to  fecure  the  negro  trade  to  the 
Dutch  company.  His  force  confifted  of  2i  (hips,  900  ma- 
riners, and  2200  foldiers,  commanded  by  colonel  Henderfsfh 
who  likewife  adled  as  vice-admiral.  The  colonel,  with  the 
land-forces,  Was  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Loanda^  on  the 
coaft  of  the  kingdom  of  CongOy  and  immediately  he  inveftcd 
the  capital,  called  Santa  Paolo*  The  negroes  flew  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  city,  gave  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Hollandersy  and  were  defeated.  Nor  was  Mt- 
nefesy  the  Portuguefe  governor,  more  fuccefsful.  With  a 
confiderable  body  of  Europeans  he  engaged  Henderfon^  ma^*^ 
an  obftinate  refiftance,  and  difputcd  the  vidtory  until  the 
greater  part  of  his  troops  was  cut  in  pieces.     The  city  w^s 
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abandoned  to  the  conquerors ;  all  had  deferted  it  befides  the 
aged  and  infirm  5  the  booty  was  confiderable,  confifting  of 
29  pieces  of  brafs'  pannon,  69  of  caft  iron,  great  quantity 
of  warlike  ftores,  and  30  fhips  lying  in  the  harbour,  many 
pf  them  ready  to  fail  with  negroes  to  the  fettlements  in 
jtmerica  ind  the  Wefl  Indies. 

Admiral  Jj/  no  fooner  found  himfelf  in  pofleilion  of   A.  D. 
the  capital,  than  he  rcfolved  to  make  it  a  place  of  ftrcngth*,     1641. 
for  which  purpofe  he  built  one  large  citadel,  and  two  upon 
?  more  confined  place,  but  all  with  regular  fortifications. 
This  conduct  aftoniftxcd  the  Portuguefe  governor,  who  hi- 
therto imagined  that  the  Dutch  only  wanted   booty,  and 
woiild  6\xt&\y  quit  the  ifland  as  foon  as  that  purpofe  was 
anfwered.     Perceiving  the  admiral  propofed  gaining  poffef- 
fion  of  the  whole  ifland,  he  alledged,  that  this  intention         ' 
was  a  violation  of  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  Portugal zluA 
the  republic ;,  Jol  denied  his  knowledge  of  any  treaty,  a 
fecond  time  defeated  the  governor,  drove  th^'  Poriuguefg 
out  of  Loanda^  and  reduced  the  whole  under  the  dominion 
of  the  ftates,  which  they  kept,  until  it  was  furrendered  to 
Portugal  feven  years  after. 

From  Loanda  admiral  Jol  direfted  his  courfe  to  the  ifland 
of  St.  Thomas^  lying  immediately  under  the  equinoftial, 
which  divides  the  capital.  This  ifland  was  befote  reduced 
by  the  Dutch  in  1610,  hut  retaken  foon  after  by  the 
Portuguefi.  Jol  debarked  his  troops  near  Ptruofarij  ordered 
them  to  march  flrait  up  to  the  walls  of  the  citadel,  but  to 
commit  no  hoftilities  unlefs  they  were  attacked,  which  foon 
happened.  The  hegroes  and  Portuguefe  fell  upon  them  tu- 
multuoufly,  and  were  defeated,  but  not  before  they  had 
hlown  up  a  Dutch  fhip  with  her  whole  crew  and  cargo. 
To  reinforce  thfe  army,  the  town  and  citadel  had  been  left 
defencelefs  ;  they  confequently  fell  an  eafy  prey.  Jol  had 
fcarce  fettled  the  government  of  his  new  conqdeft,  when 
he  was  feized  with  that  endemial  fever,  which  had  before 
fwept  away  numbers  of  his  troops,  and  died  much  re- 
gretted by  hb  foldiers,  the  direSors  of  the  company,  and 
the  ftates  •. 

These  expeditions  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  were  fucceeded 
by  another  undertaken  by  count  Maurice  againft  the  pro- 
vince of  Maranhaariy  to  the  north  of  Brafil.  The  company 
eameftly  wiflied  to  gain  polTeffion  of  a  province  h  fertile  in 
jugar,  cotton,  ginger,  tobacco,  and  other  valuable  commo- 
ditiesy  fo  rich  in  gold,  and  fo  conveniently  fituated.to  annoy 

«  NvviLLJB,  lib,  ix,  cap.  5. 
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iheSpaniJb  trade  to'  the  Antilles ^  tYit  CaribbeeSy  and  atlAe 
iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico.    Mau- 
rice dctsichcd  colonel  Ctf/?«^  and  ^dmitil  Lichtirdt  upon  this 
enterprize,  in  which  they  fucceedcd  with   little  difficulty. 
Having  taken  the  ifland  Marignariy  and  the  capital  St.  Lmi% 
therett  of  the  provinces  fubmitted,  and  thu5  half  the  Brfl/& 
acknowledged  the  fovercignty  of  the  ftates  general.    Three 
provinces    however   revolted   foon    after,  and   gave  much 
trouble  to  the  company  and  vexation  to  count  Maurice.    At 
prefent  a  truce  with  Portugal  was  concluded.     John  IV.  on 
his  acceflion  refolved   to  fecure  himfelf  again  ft  the  attempts 
of  Spain^  by  re-eftablifhing  peace  with  all  his  other  neigh- 
bours, and  particularly  with  the  republic  of  the  United  Pn- 
vinces ;  for  which  purpofe  he  fent  Don  Mendoza  Hurtado  to 
the  Hagulj  to  propofe  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities.     It  was  no 
difficult  matter  for  Mendoza  to  demonftrate  that  the  invete- 
rate enemy  of  the  provinces  would  be  greatly  weakened  by 
concluding  the  defired  truce ;  it  therefore  was  figned  on  the 
J4th  day  of  jfune,  and  extended  for  ten  years  to  all  the  do-  i 
minions  of  both  powers  on  either  fide  the  equino£iial.   Ac-  ^ 
cordingiy  hoftilities  were  to  ceafe  in  Brafil  as  foon  as  the  1 
truce  was  publiftied  in  that  country,  and  the  Portugueje  and 
Hollanders  were  to  join  in  the  total  expulfion  of  the  Spm- 
ards.     Notwithftanding  the  truce  extended  to  the  Eajl  In- 
dies, the  Dutch  never  loft  figbt  of  their  own  intereft,  and 
feized  this  opportunity   of  chafing  the  P^r/«^tt^  out  «f 
Japan^.  \ 

The  principal  tranfaftions  relative  to  the  republic  in  Eu- 
rope,  were  the  marriage  of  William,  the  young  prince  of  j 
Orange,  with  the  princefs  Mary  Stewart,  daughter  of  the  king  | 
o^ England',  a  match  brought  about  hy  Mary  de  Mediciu 
The  fiege  of  Gennep  was  the  next  confiderable  occurrence. 
No  fooner  were  his  fon's  nuptials  celebrated,  than  prince 
^  Henry  led  his  troops  to  the  territory  of  Cleves,  laid  fiege  to 
Gennep,  pufhcd  his  works  with  great  vigour,  and  exerted 
himfelf  fo  efFeflually  that  his  trenches  were  finifhed,  and  a 
communication  opened  between  all  the  difFerent  quarters  of 
the  camp,  by  means  of  bridges  over  the  Meuje  and  Uitn^ 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days.  The  cardinal  relying  upon  the 
ftrength  of  the  place,  tne  numbers  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  ' 
courage  of  the  governor,  Prejlon  zn  Irijhmany  attempted  to 
furprife  Ardenherg  in  Flanders  \  but  failing  in  his  deugn,  hp 
turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  relief  of  Gennep.  With- 
dravving  the  garrifons  from  all  the  towns  in  Flanders  and 

*  Mod.  Uifl.  vol.  ix.  NuviLLE^tom.  ii.  p.  9.. cap.  6. 
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Bralfont,  he  detacHed  almoft  hts  whole  army  under  th» 
count  de  FontaiTUy  and  the  marquis  de  Leda^  together  with 
a  body  of  3000  imperialifts,  to  harrafs  the  camp  of  the  befie- 
gers,  throw  in  fuccours  into  the  town,  and,  if  oGcafion  of- 
fered, to  give  battle  to  prince /fr»ry.  After  all,  this  nume- 
rous army  gave  lefs  difturbance  to  t\\^  Dutch  than  the  garri- 
(on,  which  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Pr^flon  made  the 
mofl  fpirited  Tallies,  nailing  ap  the  cannon,  filling  up  the 
trenches,  and  deftroyiAg  the  works  of  th«  befiegers*  This 
he  repeated  daily,  notwithftanding  his  troops  were  greatly 
diminiflied  and  fatigued ;  but  perceiving  that  the  Spamjb 
army  undertook  nothing,  that  the  place  was  laid  in  a(hes  by 
bombs,  that  the  cqurfc  of  the  Uias  was  turned,  that  the 
towa-ditch  was  dried  up,  that  feveral  mines  were  ready,  and 
that  a  praSicable  breach  was  efFeded,  he  furrendered  oa  / 
being  allowed  the  honours  of  war.       ^ 

Meantime  Cantebno^  elated  with  nis  vidlory  ztCalla^^ 
cafttinued  in  the  territory  of  fVaes^  the  theatre  of  his  glory, 
and  of  all  the  trivial  advantages  he  had  gained  over  the  Hoi- 
landers.  He  noW  attacked  colonel  Jlnaerdty  and  defeated  him 
with  confiderablc -flaughter. '  Next  he  furprifed 'count  27/- 
kmont^  whom  he  entirely  defeated,  though  with  great  lofs  oa 
his^  own  fide.  To  put  a  flop  to  his  infults,  the  prince  of 
Orange  aflembled  an  army  near  Hul/i/y  but  CcuUtlmo  joining 
•the  army  under  Fontaines  y  broke  all  Henrys  meafures,  and 
with  a  corps  of  8000  men  obliged  him  to  decamp,  at  the' 
head  of  26,000  chofen  troops,  and  drop  the  defign  formed 
of  laying  fiege  to  the  city.  With  this  tranfaftion  ended  the 
•campaign,  about  which  time  the  cardinal  Ferdinand  yielded 
up  his  laft  breath,  with  the  reputation  of  a  wife,  moderate 
and  mild  governor.  The  adminiftration  came  into  the 
hiands  of  don  Francifco  de  Melb,  who  with  the  marquis  d^ 
V^kda  oppofed  the  French^  while  the  count  de  Fontaine^  go- 
vernor of  'Bruges^  commanded  in  chief  agaijift  the  Hollan- 
ders^ The  death  of  cardinal  jRiVW/jfw  foon  followed ;  and  ^  jj, 
-though  it  made  no  alteration  in  the  treaty  between /ra«t^ 
and  the  republic,  it  greatly  obflru£ted  the  military  operati- 
ons 4>f  this  year,  and  prevented  the  prince  of  Or^w^^  from 
undertaking  any  enterprife  important  enough  to  merit  no^ 
tke  in  a  general  hiftory.  A  new  treaty  indeed  was  ^ned 
ort  the  8th  of  March  between  the  two  powers,  whereby  the 
ftates  confented  to  maintain  a  fquadron  of  30  men  of  wjh: 
to  cnaize  before  C^AwV,«and  to  graat  the  king's  troops  a  free 
paflage  over  the  Rhine^  the  PFefel^  and  the  Meufe^  into  Ger- 
mny  ^  in  con|ideration  of  whkh  the  king  was  10  pay  them 
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Av  D.    a  fubfidy  of  1,200,000  livrcs.    Before  tfie  treaty  was  «H^ 
1693.    fi^  Ltuuis  XXIL  died. 

The  chief  operations  of  the  preceding  year  were  direfled 

^o  induce  Cantelmo  to  give  battle,  which  he  always  had  the 

addrefs  to  decline.     He  now  retired  under  the  cannon  of 

Antwerp^  whcie  he  watched  an  opportunity  of  again  infull- 

Prince       ing  the  Dutch  territories  with  impunity  j  but  prince  Willim^ 

AViliiam    who  was  appointed  general  of  ttie  cavalry,  by  a  bold  and 

Jefeais  a    mafterly  ftroke,  drew  him  into  an  ambufcade,  attacked  hia 

body    of    with  impctuofity,    and  after  a  Ihort  engagement  defeated 

Spani-       iiin,^  leaving  900  men  dead  upon  the  field,  and  carrying  off 

•'"*•         600  prifoners,    among  whom   were  twp   general   officers, 

with  forty- five  others  of  inferior  ftations.     Cantelma\\\mi^i 

was  6nce  taken,  but  foon  after  refcued  by  the  bravery  of  his 

own*  troops,   and  the  negligence  of  the  Hollanders,    This 

afiion,  the  firft  in  ^vhich  prince  William  ever  commanded 

in  chief,  fpread  bis   reputation,    and  convinced  the  world 

that  he  might  one  day  equal  the  glory  of  his  renowned  ao- 

ceflors. 

The  truce  with  Portugal  having  Aopped  all  hoftilities  in 
BraJUy  count  Maurice  fent  admiral  Brewers  with  a  fquadron 
to  attack  the  Spaniards  on  the  coaft  of  Chili -^  but  the  moft 
important  confcquence  of  this  expedition  was,  that  the  ad- 
iniral  difcovered  a  more  fafe  and  eafy  paifage  to  the  Scuih 
SeOy  than  either  by  the  ftraits  of  Le  Maire  or  Magellan^ 
fince  called  by  his  name,  but  fcarce  ever  frequented. 
Maurice  having  now  nothing  further  to  tranfa£l  in  Brof 
that  required  his  prefence,  obtained  leave  from  the  company 
to  return  to  Europe,  He  arrived  in  Holland  on  the  ninth  of 
May  1644,  brought  home  a  fleet  richly  laden,  had  par^ 
ticular  honours  conferred  on  him  by  the  company  and  tbis 
fiates,  and  was  appointed  to  the  government  of  Irefely  and 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  cavalry  by  the  prince 
oi  Orange,  The  year  1633  was  diftingui(hed  by  the  me* 
morable  but  unfuccefsfu I  attempt,  to  find  a  fafe  paifage  to 
Europe  from  China  and  Japan  by  the  northern  coaft  of  fer-* 
tary  ;  and  by  the  difcovery  of  New  Holland^  and  other  parts 
of  the  Terra  Aujiralisy  or  fouthern  continent,  of  which  we 
have  already  given  a  particular  account  **. 
A.  D.  Negotiations  fora  general  peace  began  aboUt  this  tiotf 
1694.  to  be  fet  on  foot  at -Af«^^r  and  0/«tf^r«f.  The  ftates  geperal 
were  fenfible  that  now  muft  be  decided  their  title  to  fove- 
reignty,  and  the  iiTue  of  all  thofe  bloody  warsy  which  they 

H  Mod,  pniv.  Hift.  wK  xv.       . 

tfuftaiacj 


0r  kepui/ic  ef  I^and«  ^57 

filfiatned  againft  the  whole  force  of  Spain  for  little  iejTs  tliati 
a  century  paft.  To  gain  the  other  powers,  it  was  necef* 
hry  to  link  their  intereft  infcparably  to  that  of  France;  for 
which  purpofe,  they  concluded  a  new  treaty  with  that 
fourt,  the  objeA  of  which  waa  to  cement  the  contradliog 
parties  in  aflill  clofer  union.  The  fruits  of  this  treaty  was 
a  rofolution  of  the  ftates  to  aflift  France  in  the  fiege  of  Gra- 
velme,  A  fquadron  under  Van  Tromp  was  detached  to  block 
up  the  harbour  j  and  he  performed  his  inftru£bions  with  fuch 
diligerlce  and  condud,  as  greatly  facilitated  the  reduction 
ofthepkce.  The  prince  of  0>-fl»^tf  had  likewife  diredliona 
td  co-operate  with  the  French  j  with  which  view  he  pene- 
trated into  FlanderSy  and  was  advancing  to  Brttges^  where 
he  was  ftopt  by  the  count  ^IJfemburgh^  and  forced  to  retire 
to  Maldcghem.  This  retreat,  though  involuntary,  proved 
fortunate  5  it  enabled  the  prince  to  lay  fiege  to  5as  van 
Ghent ^  and  carry  the  town  before  IJfembUrgh  with  all  his  di- 
ligence could  come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  gariifon.  Don 
Andrea  df  Petrada^  the  governor,  made  a  gallant  defence  ; 
but  he  was  forced  to  capitulate  on  the  7th  of  Septmhery 
after  a  {lege  of  fix  weeks.  This  conqueft  was  thought  of 
f(^  great  importance  to  the  fecurity  of  the  provinces,  that  the 
ftates  fent  an  order  for  repairing  and  enlarging  the  fortifica- 
tions with  all  poffible  eicpedition. 

No  fooncr  were  the  negotiations  opened  ztMunJier^  than  Jfegoiia* 
the  dates  found  themielves  greatly  embarrafTed  with  refpeft  tiont  at 
to  two  points ;  the  one  regarded  the  honours  to  be  de*  Maniicr« 
manded  at  the  congrefs  by  their  ambaiTadors ;  the  other,  the 
nature  of  their  late  treaty  with  ^r<?k<?,  whereby  they  wete 
tied  down  from  entering  upon  any  conferences  either  of  truce 
or  peace,  with  any  power,  particularly  Spain^  withotit  the 
confent  and  participation  of  the  French  court,  Don  Fran- 
cifcide  Aifeh  was  at  this  very  time  urging  them  to  conclude 
a  fcparate  peace  with  ^^^;;i;  and  it  was  imagined  that  very 
advantageous  conditions  might  be  obtained,  (bould  they 
give  car  to  his  propofals.  His  mod  chriftian  majefty  la- 
boured to  divert  them  from  this  ijieafure*  Cardinal.  Ma%a* 
tin  gave  them  to  ui^derdand,  that  their  deputies  ftiould 
have  the  fame  honours  paid  to  them  as  the  ambaiTadors  of 
the  republic  of  V^ict.  He  Hkewife  ftrenuoufly  exhorted 
them  not  to  depart  from  their  own  intereft,  by  renouncing 
their  alliance  with  France^  as  nothing  could  be  more  uncer- 
tain than  the  iffue  of  conferences  which  might  hold  for 
years,  and  at  laft  vaniih  in  fmoke.  He  afiured  them,  that 
S^an  defired  nothing  more  than  to  diflblve  the  confederacy 
betwixt  France  and  HoUandy  and  to  ftop  the  courfe  of  the 
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prince  of  Orange^s  conqirefts.     Their  propofals  had  no  other 
obje^,  anjd   that  once  gained,   the  flates  woi^ld  hear  no 
more  of  advantageous  offers  made,  merely  from  fdfifh  mo- 
tives.    The  ftates  afTented  to  the  cardinal's  arguments,  and 
inconfequencc  the  alliance  was  renewed,  both  parties  en- 
gaging to  continue  the  war  againft  Spain  on  the  ufual  foot- 
ing.    Accordingly  the  French  penetrated  into  Flanders  on 
one  fide,  while  the  prince  of  Orange  opened  a  way  on  the 
other.     His  defign  was  to  lay  fiege  to  Aniwerpy    a  city  of 
which  he  had  long  earneftly  wifhed  nfiaking  a  prefent  to  the 
A.  D.    flates.     He  fpoke  of  it  to  d^Eflrades^  the  French  minifter, 
1645.     and  affured  the  marefchals  Gajfeln  znA  RantzaUy  that  if  they 
affifted  him  with  3000  cavalry  to  oppofe  the  enemy's  horfe, 
he  would  immediately  undertake  this  arduous  enterprize. 
This  propofition  occafioned   an  interview,  but  the  mare- 
fchals would  not  join  with  the  prince's  opinion  5    each  pre- 
pared a  different  plan  of  operations,  and  thus  the  whole  pro- 
jedl:  vanifhed.    The  French  generals  however  advanced  a 
few  fquadrons    and    battalions  to  difengage  the  prince's 
army,  cooped  up  between  Ghent  and  Bruges  by  general  Beck 
and  count  Piccolomini,    With  this  reinforcement  Henry  was 
enabled  to  crofs  the  canal  and  the  Lysy  oblige  Piccolomini  X(^ . 
retire,  and  vifit  the  duke  of  Orleans  near  Courtnavj  to  con- 
cert ^he  future  operations  of  both  armies.     On  his  return 
general  Beck  oppofed    his   paffage  over   the  Scheldt  was  re-*, 
pulfed,  and  defeated  witH  great  flaughter,  the  general  him-, 
lelf  receiving  a  wound  in  the  flioulder,  and  narrowly  cfcap- 
jrig  being  made   prifoner.     Hfnry  was  in  expectation  that 
the  marefchals  would  now  have  affifted  him  in  his  favourite 
projeft ;  but  the  fiege  of  Antwerp  was  inconfiftent  with  the 
meafures  of  their  court,    and   they  excufed  themfelves^  by 
pfeadine:  the  expiration  bf  their  commiffions. 

HEjSfRT^  though  difappointed  in  his  great  purpofir, 
refolved  to  employ  the  reft  pf  the  campaign  to  the  beft  ad* 
vantage,  and  in  performing  the  engagements  into  which 
the  ftates  general  had  entered  with  the  French  court.  .  With 
this  defign  he  paffed  the  Lys^  though  oppofe;d  by  the  Spari' 
ardsy  and  detached  prince  IVilliam  with  the  cavalryl  to  in- 
vcft  Hulfty  a  place  deemed  one  of  the  keys  of  Brabant  arid 
Flanders^  and  among  the  ftrongeft  /ortifications  of  that 
country.  By  the  5th  of  OSfoher^  he  began  to  work  Mpoa 
,  the  trenches,  and  attacked  the  (orts  Nq^u  znd  Ferreiroeci . 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  they  furrcndered  at  the  firft  af- 
fault.  Spinold*  s  fort  J  conheded  by  four  great  baftions  to 
Hulft  and  FerrebroecJt,  proving  a.  great  annoyance  to  his 
troops,  this  he  likewife  inttacked,  and  'cauicd  after  a  (bajp 
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diTpute  that  laftcd  for  the  fpace  of  five  hours.    Ilaviftg  ^hu$^ 
redoced.all  the  out-worl^  i^hich  could  any  way  m^ft  his 
operations,  he  battered  the  town  on  every  hde,  withoyu  be- 
ing at  the  trouble  of  entrenching  himfelf  with  his  ufual  fo- 
licitude.     The  garrifon,  confifting  of  3000  foot,  and  twoi 
troops  of  horfe,  kept  up  a  perpetual  fire,  and  made  throct 
i    fpirited  falJies  ;  but  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon  deprived  them 
of  the  benefit  they  might  otherwife  expe£k  from  the  canalg 
1    and  marfhes  with  which  the  place  was  furroundf  d«    Gene- 
i    ralJJ^riwas,  fince  his  late, defeat,  in  no  condition  to  ofFe^ 
I    them  fuccours*,  and  Piccolomini  was  fully  employed  in  oppo- 
«    fing  ihQ  Frerifh  TLxmy.     On  the  iiYi  o(  November ^   they  faw 
i   the  prince  preparing  for  a  general  aflault;  to  amufe  him,  a  , 
\  capuchin  was  difpatched  to  the  camp,  with  proposals  of  peace 
I  or  a  truce.     He  prefented  his  credentials  ;  by.  which  he  was 
r  fully  authorifed  to  terminate  all  differences  between  Spain 
i  and  the  United  Provinces  i    but  he  could  not  deceive  Henry^ 
t  who  was  not  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the  catholic  king  would 
I  intruft  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  management 
I  ofan,ignorant  prieft:    yet   as  the  impofture  could  not  be 
t  dete^ed,  the  capuchin  was  fent  back,   the  refolution  of 
t  ftprrhfng  the  town  refumed,   and  every  thing  got  in  readi- 
\  riefs  for  that  purpofe.     Upon  this  the  garrifon  defired  to  Hulft  ta- 
j  capitulate  ;  all  their  propolals  were  granted,  except  the  ar-  ^^«  ty  tht 
I  tide  refpeSing  religion,  the  prince  determining,  that  only  Dutch* 
i  the  proteftant  religion  fhould  be  publickly  tolerated  in  all 
I  his  future  conquefts.     The  court  of  France  refented  this  re- 
flridlton,  the  queei>  regent  having  the. good  of  the  catholic 
I  faith  extremely  at  heart. '  D'EJtrades  had  orders  from  car-  • 
dinal  MaTxurin  to  renionflrate  upon  this  bead  to  the  prince 
o^Orangt^  who  excufed  him((plf,  by  alledging  that  the  lenity  . 
he  had  {hcv/xi  upon  former  occafions  had  incurred  the  fufpi* 
cion  of  tKe  ftates,  and  given  breath  to  a  report,  of  hia  be* 
itiz  incline^  to  favour  the  dodrines  of  the  church  ofRome^. 

Immediately  after  the  furrender  of  Hul/t^  prince ligmy  . 
attacked  fort  Moerfpeye^  fituated  between  Hulft  and  GhwU 
defended  by  four  itrong  baftions,  well  provided,  and  filled  ^ 
with  foldiers.  Notwithftanding  this  he  carried  it  hy  aiTaulty 
after  a  bloody  a&ion  that  continued  fix  hours ;  and  by 
this  conqueft,  the  lad  of  his  life,  f^cured  to  the .  republic 
the  territory  of  Waes^  a  barrier  againft  Spanijh  flandersy  from 
Liilo  tc  SluySf  and  a  great  number  of  ftrong  forts  fituated  in 
a  chain,  at-  a  fmall  difiance  from  each  other.    With  this 
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It  wtf  ocherways  in  BraJS^    notwithftandtng  the  ShU    I 
Umdtrt  imagined  themfelves  in  perfed  fecuritj  by  the  late 
tmcc  concluded  with  Portugal.    They,  did  not  reffefi  that 
Ibis  was  a  meafure  dtdated  by  the  new  king's  neceffities^ 
-tfnd  that  the  Poriuguefe  in  general   bore  with  ill-will  the 
temporary  ceffion  made  to  the  Dutch  of  their  conquefts  in,  j 
Africa^  Americay  and  the  Eafl  Indies,     The  Poriuguefe  am-  ' 
baflador  at  the  Hague  complained,  that  (ince  the  crown  of  i 
Portugal  hzd  been  ieparated  from  Cq/ii/ey  and  the  truce  coo-  I 

•  eluded  with  the  United  Provinces^  the  Dutch  governors  had  i 
committed  divers  hoftilities  againft  the  fubje(5ts  of  his  rooft 
iiaithful  majefty;   but  the  Dutch  deputies,  far  from  giving 
him  any  fatisfadion,  vindicated  the  condufl  of  their  gover- 
nors, and  aflerted  the  company's  legitimate  claim  to  cartain 

eaces  in  difpute,  both  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  and  in  Brafi 
othing  could  be  obtained  befides  a  provifional  treaty,  in 
re/umedin  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  parties  (hould  mutually  re- 
Braiii.  (lore  all  their  conquefts  made  flnce  the  I2th  day  of  5^kw 
1641,  when  the  truce  for  ten  years  took  place.  The  in- 
.  ftrudtions  however  fent  to  the  governors  of  their  conqucft's 
were  not  exprefs ;  they  therefore  neglefted  executing  them, 
and  were  well  fatisfied  with  any  opportunity  of  retaining 
places  which  produced  great  advantages  in  point  of  com- 
merce. During  the  lafl:  year  of  Maurice'^  government,  all 
Brajil  tafled  the  l)lef!ings  of  tranquillity  and  repofe.  The 
truce  was  rigidly  obfcrvcd,  and  the  Poriuguefe  and  Dutch 
lived  in  perfeft  amity.  The  fame  harmony  continued  the 
year  after  the  count's  departure  j  and  fuch  was  the  confi- 
depce  the  Hollanders  repofed  in  the  fidelity  of  the  Portuguefi% 
that  they  fuiFered  their  fortifications  to  fall  to  ruin,  ad- 
miting  thofc  who  were  lately  their  bitter  enemies,  into  civil 
and  military  employments,   and  without  fcruple  fupplying 

*  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  for  the  fake  of  the  excef- 
five  price  they  paid,  without  refledling  upon  their  defignSt 

^to  ufc  them  to  their  deftruftion.  Now  the  eyes  of  the 
company  were  opened  by  the  complaints  of  the  Portugu^ 
aoibaiSidor.  They  rightly  conjedlured,  that  his  remonf- 
trances  were  calculated  merely  to  palliate  fome  fchemc  of 
violehce  thea  in  agitation.  In  fad,  it  proved  what  th^ 
c6n|e£lured»  Antonio  de  Siha^  viceroy  of  Poriuguefe  Brafii 
meditated  a  projed  for  expelling  the  Dutch  out  of  the 
cotiiitry,  and  feised  the  opportunity  of  the  count's  abfence, 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Dutchy  and  their  confidence  in  th« 
Portuguefey  to  execute  bis  purpofc.     He  carried  on  a  dan- 
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i^&t^  eorrefpondence  with  all  the  Portuguefe  ynder  the 
I^utch  government,  and  readily  drew  them  over  to  bis  Tenti-, 
nents,  particularly  in  the  province  of  Fertumbuco*    The 
viceroy  nominated  Farnandt^  Viita,  a  perfon  of  fortune,  in-r 
flueace  and  difiindlion,  chief  of  the  enterprife  ;   and  Vieta 
embraced  the  odtr  with  the  more  readinefs,  becaufe,  if  the 
projeft  fucceedcd,  he  ihould  by  that  means  clear  off  an  ac^ 
count  of  aoo,ooo  crowns  with  the  Dutch  merchants.    A 
body  of  1500  Ibldiers  were  fecretly  fern  on  board  a  galleon 
and  ten  tranfports,  to  furprife  Reciff^  a  place  of  great  im« 
portance,  negligently  guarded  by  the  HoUanden,    Other  de* 
;    tachments  were  made  to  fcizc  upon  Serinhaami  Nazareth^ 
'    and  all  the  ftrong  holdd  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  ;  while 
'    Fieta  aad  other  Portuguefi  emillaries  were  privately  levying 
'    troops  in  the  country,  and  cajoling  Utit  Dutch  governor* 
'    with  all  the  appearances  of  the  moft  iincere  friendihip.aod 
^    hearty  good- will  and  efteem.    They  had  been  invited  on 
*    the  day  appointed  for  'the  infurredlion  to  celebrate  the  nup* 
'  tials  of  a  Portuguefe  lady ;    and  while  they  were  fitting  at 
\   table,  letters  arrived  from  the  dire^rs  in  Europe^    wnich 
i   gave  them  the  firtf  intimation  of  the  confpiracy*    All  their 
addrefs  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  extricate  them  out  of  thit 
'   perplexed  fituation :  with  admirable  prefence  of  mind,  they 
'   framed  an  cxcufc  for  retiring  a  few  minutes,  fo  plaufiblc, 
'  that  it  even  deceived  the  Portuguefi,    The  governors  imme- 
I   diately  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  confpirators  finding  they 
Were  discovered,  fled  With  their  arms  to  the  woods.    Both 
now  had  recourfe  to  open  hoftilities,  and  the  war  vrzs  re- 
fumed  with  redoubled  animofity.    The  Dutii  fired  at  the 
treachery  of  the  enemy,  and  the  Portuguefi  refented  their 
di/appointment  with  as  much  rancour  as  if  they  had  fuf^ 
tained   a  real  injury.     In  the  firft  engagement  the  HcUanders 
wcfre  worfted  ;  but  they  balianced  this  lofs  by  a  viflory  at 
/ea,  in  which  the  enemy  loft  two  of  their  beft  £hips,  and 
700  mariners  and  foldiers.     Upon  .the  whole  the  Hollanders 
loft  ground.     Cape  St.  Augnjlin^  ^{^ffy  and  Olinda^  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  either  by  treachery,  cowardice,  or 
open   force.      Nothing  but  pillaging,    ftratagem  and  maf- 
iacres,  paffed  between  the  two  nations.     The  news  came 
to  the  Haguey  and  the  people  rofc  tumultuoufly  to  demolifti 
Ale  Portuguefi  ambaflador's  houfe.     Incenfed  at  the  infidious 
conduct  of  the  court  and  people,  they  would  have  have  tore 
him  limb  from  limb,  if  the  prince  of  Orange  had  not  inter- 
posed.    The  arobaffador  protefted,  that  the  court  of  P^r/w- 
^tf/had  no  (hare   in  the  infurrefUon,  and  that  they  would 
fcveiely^punifla  the  confpirators ;    but  the  ftatcs,  well  in- 
,  Z  3  formed 
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fgroicd  to  the  contrary,  carried  iheix  cpnjplaint^  to  the  tWKt 
^     of  France^ '  and   reprefented  to  the  mpft  chriftian  king  the 
perfidy  of  his  F^r/wg*?^^  majefty.'. 

By  thefe  means  was  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  truce 
between  France  and  Holland.  Cardinal  Mazarin  reproached 
t)ic  Dutch  with  treating  privately  at  Munfler  with  the  Spa- 
niards^ and  faid,  that  their  fufFerings  in  Brajil  was  the  juft 
puhilhment  of  their  treachery  and  difregard  of  folemn  trea- 
ties. At  the  fame  time,  he  promifed  them  all  poffiblc  affift- 
ance  to  revenge  the  infults  received  from  the  Porfu^uefe^ 
and  encouraged  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  in  de- 
fence of  their  fettlements  in  Brajil.  This  was  .propofcd 
with  a  view  to  gain  the  entire  confidence  of  the  fiates. 
However,  it  was  atcepted  in-  the  literal  fenfe,  and  .accord* 
ipgly  a  fleet  of  52  fail  was  equipped  under  adipiral  Baucher^ 
appointed  commander  in  chie/ofthe  naval  armament  in 
Braftly  the  Weft  Indies^  ^nd  the  coaft  of  JfrtcHy  having  SigiJ- 
mund  Scbiip^en  to  affift  him,  and  direft  entirely  the  land 
operations.  Thus  a  new  war  was  commenced  with  great 
N  vigour  on  the  further  fide  the  line,  which  after  raging  with* 
gut  remiflion  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  ended  with  the  c?- 
^\x\tion  Q^  iiit  Hollanders  out  oi  Brajily  apcj  the  aim  oft  total 
overthrow  of  the  Wejl  India  company. 

.  DuRiNQ  the  whole  winter  the  congrcft  fat  ztMunJIefi 
without  making  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  fcheme  of 
a  general  pacification.  The  French  king,  perfgaded  that  the 
Spaniards  raifed  numbers  of  diiSculties  in  order  to  divide  the 
allies,  refolved,  by  the  advice  of  the  queen-regent  his  roo- 
ther,  to  profecute  the  war  for  another  campaign  ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  continued  the  ufual  fubfidy  to  the  Sates  generalf 
on  condition  they  fbould  maintain  an  army  of  2q,ooo  foot, 
tjnd  5000  horfe,  to  lay  fiege  to  fomc  important  fortrefs  in 
the  Spanijh  Netherlands^  and  a  fquadron  to  block  up  the  Spa- 
nijh  ports  in  Flanders^  When  the  treaty  was  figned,  the 
cardinal  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  the  prince  of  Orangiy 
to  induce  him  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Ghent^  the  reduflion 
pf  which  would  facilitate  the  defigns  on  Antwerp,  It  was 
t)ropofed  to  march  two  French  armies  under  the  dukes  of 
*  Orleans  and  Enguihen^  the  one  to  aflift  the  prince,  the  other 

to  inveft  divers  other  place?  j  but  Henry  wa5  fo  abided 
with  the  gout,  and  a  complication  of  other  difeafes,  that  it 
was  not  poffible  for  him  to  give  a  direft  anfwcr  to  tb« 
cardinal's  propofitions. 

»  NvvJLtB,  p.  19.  cap.  13,  14, 


'    *^  MEANTIME  .the.  marqiiia  ds  Cffiil RpJrig^j  governor  t>f 
the  ^Spanifi  Neiberland^f   Until  the  arrival  of  the  archduke 
LeopoUfhmtigxioUQe  rf  the  new- tir^aly  between  the  court     .    j^" 
,ot  France  and  the  republic,  and  the  defigns  formed  upo(n       V   ,' 
[Cbenty  powerfully   i^infarced  that  city ,,  and  wrote  to  the     ^  ^  * 
fiates  general,  demanding  a  fufpenfion. of  aims,  during  the 
conferences  ^ilduij/ier,*  Thefe  letters  anfwei:ed  one  ^bi- 
tial  purpofe  \  they  augmented  the  xljifiet^rifops  among  thepr^- 
'vinces,  fome  of  wh^ch  were  for  det^ii^iHiig  ^he  repUbUc*  iron 
Frana\   but  the  ftates  .wrote  baclcf  th>t<  notwithftancKrig 
they  were  perfectly  fincere  in  the  negodations  ztAhm/kr^ 
they  could  not  grant  the  fufpenf^on  required,  confiftentty 
with  tbeir  engagements  to  their  2^^t%%   however,  miadkt 
pretence  of  the  prince,  of  Or^^V  illmfs,   not  slbave  fatlf 
the  army  took  the  fiel^.^    A  plan  w^s  laid  for  the  redudtoii 
'oiJntwerp  \  but  that  was  likciwife  fruftfated  by  ibnti^  diT- 
.eafe,  which  dailygainedgrpund,an4bfigw  tow Jto  alarm  thb 
provinces.     It  is  indeed  fuppofed  that  he  grew  jealous  of  tlie 
power  of /r^wc^,  andadvifedth^j  fti^s-*to  hhAea'thej^go- 
tiations .  at  il/i^^^r,  .  Befides,  he  retained  ibrae:  of  thex^ld  '  ' 
prejudices  harbourecf  agaiaft  RichUtu^  and'tonVinced  himfelf,    . 
that  the  new  minifterporfued  the  fame  fyflem,  and  bent  his 
whole  policy.ta  prociwe,:^  fecure  foo^ng'in.the.JSTe^xriflimft.  , 
As.  to  what  fome  writers'  m^ntioil  of  his  jea}oufy<  of  bis  ow^ 
Ton,  prince  ffiUia^j  %n4)iis4iflike1totfmnghimaitth&h^ 
of  ap  army,  it  is  top  improbable,  and  injurious  to  the  cha>- 
lader  of  prince  Herary^  todeferve  credit*  .  Certain  howeuet 
it  i's^  that  .the  Spanifo  fadlon  daily  augmented  in  Jidbmiy 
that  the  alliar^ce  ^with  France  was  in  the  decline,  andtbafc 
Trrnf^  blockipg  up  Dunlurk  while,  the  Freuck  army  befi&gei 
the  town  by.  land,  was.|^e  laft  inftance  pf  friendibip  that 
|)afled  between  tbe  chridian;  king  and:  tW  republic.     VtA 
Indeed  was  inveiled  by  prince  ^iii»y»(  but  the  fiegewtt 
iooj^  raifed,  by  ord^ofthe  ftatet,  under  pretence  that  the 
ie^ibn^was  too  fyradvapc^d.    '         --    .                ......  7 

J  PuRiNG  th&.whole  wuatef,  tbe  prince  of  Or/m|^  lingered 
iinder  a  variety  ojf.  chronical  difi)rdta:s',  any  of  wlucb  weft 
fufEicient  to  render  hi^  life.miferable,  .imfl-jhts  death  ceitaim 
Tbeejput,  the  iloney.and  dropfy,:kad  reduced  him  to  a 
]!kelc;&n,and  the  excruciating  torture  in  which  he  had  pdiSkd 

{everal  months,  x^ot only .niade  his  tfimper^iurlh  and^peevifli^ 
mt  even  afFe£led  his  intelJediis.     To  this  the  French  writeM  Death  of 
jrfiprlbe.  his  falKng.off  from  the  liitereS  of  Fnmf/,  though  this  theprince 
mJeaiUre  n^y.  truly  bfe  regarded  aa  ^a  pioof  of:  his  fbrefiglit,  o/Orange. 
penetration-and  policy.     At  lengdi,'iir/r^  yielded  up  his  laft   A.  D. 
breatB,  on  the  14th  oi  Marchy  in  the  67th  year  of  bii  ag^»    1647* 
'    Z  4  and 
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sndwtts  regretted  IS  a  oi^rtTr  to  his  country,  hsvingbroti^ 
on  his  illfurfs  by  that  affiduity,  diiigence,  and  an3net|) 
with  which  he  purfued  the  interefls  of  the  lepublic.  No 
prince  ot  Orange  was  ever  more  univerially  or  defervtAf 
beloved.  AfFabie,  generous,  noUe,  and  above  aU  (ufptd* 
on  of.  deceit,  and  that  duplicity  ib  nnich  afeAed  by  &Aef* 
men,  he  was  jyftty  efteemed  the  beft  politician,  vi 
greateft  warrior  in  the  United  Previlues.  He  loved  virtue, 
cberiflied  fcience,  rewarded  merit,  maintained  the  utmoft 
harmony  among  the  provinces,  fet  bis  foldiers  an  example 
trf*  patience,  vigilance,  adtivity  and  courage,  and  fulfilled 
every  duty  of  a  general,  patriot,  fKend,  and  father  of  a 
£u»iJy*  We  %eak  not  of  die  two  laft  years  of  his  liie,  is 
Which  ficknefs  and  difappointment  would  feem  to  bate 
emtroly  ibured  his  dii|iofirion,  and  changH  his  diarader. 
Ifi  juicice  therefore  to  his  memory,  we  draw  a  veil  over 
what  prejudiced  writers  relate  of  his  condud  during  this 
period. 
WilHaA  THt  fame  day  on  which  his  father  died,  prince  WHTum 
l\,  prince  Attended  the  ftates  general  to  take  the  oaths,  on  being  a^ 
{^Oraage  pointed  to  all  the  employments  held  by  prince  Hmf* 
'  Some  of  the  provinces  deferred  acknowledging  him  Ihdt- 

hoUer  for  a  few  d«ys,  in  order  to  watch  the  biais  of  hb 
policy,  as  he  was  fuppofed  inclinable  to  continue  the  war, 
and  the  alliance  with  Ftmut*  It  waspropofedin  theftaces 
of  HoUond  and  tFift  PrifeUmdy  to  exaft  an  obligation  from 
htm,  that  he  would  endeavour  with  all  his  ability  to  fct- 
ward  the  negotiations  at  Mwifier^  and  detach  the  re^i^ 
lie  from  the  Frerah  intereft ;  but  ^ome  of  the  n^orr  pnh 
rient  member^,  apprehended  left  fuch  rough  meafiires  might 
incenfe  a  young  prince,  full  of  fire,  beloved  by  the  nobi* 
&y,  the  army,  ami  the  people ;  they  therefore  advifed  tte 
Aatcs  to  content  tfaemielves,  with  fendtng  z,  rt(|iej9fcl 
sneflagf ,  tequefting  th^t  he  would  not  travtrfe  the  coQ' 
ferences  at  Munjier^  or  any  wity  obftruft  the  negotetiDiis 
carrying  on  with  Sftin.  n^Bam  no  iboner  confented  than 
V  they  acknowledgni  jiun  ftadtholder,  and  he  was  imiDC- 
diately  proclaimed  by  the  acclamations  of  the  peo]de» 
Ibadtiiolder  of  fix>  province^,  captain-general  by  land,  and 
^  edmirad-||eneral  by  fea,  of  all  the  ft^rcet  and  fleets  c^  the 
republkt  with  the  Um  powers  veAed  in  his  fotber  M 
ttnde. 

Atflf  this  time  the  Vmiid  Fmnnees  were  lal>oarin|;  to  e^ 
(tQ,  a  fepaiate  peaop  with  the  Sftini^rds^  which  was  co^ 
^antly  obftruded  Inr  the  vigilance  and  addreis  of  die  frei^ 
pt^mpol^attarief*    ^efi4»  cbe  deputies  of  the  |fa|tis  g<^ 
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fid,  and  of  the  particular  proviacial  {tsXe$t  the  body  of  .  \ 
nobility  was  repre&nted  by  eight  deputies^  It  waa  noyr 
that  the  fovereignty  of  the-ftates  general*  and  the  righw 
of  the  feparate  departments  of  the  republic^  .were  eftabliih* 
ed.  No  other  terms  would  be  accepted,  than  an  abfolu^t^ 
independence  on  the  houfe  of  Ju/iria^  and  an  univerfarac^ 
knowledgement  6t  all  the  powers  concerned  in  the  nego- 
tiation, tiMt  the  XJnitid,  Pr9vimes  (hould  hen/c^forward  tve 
regarded  as  a  free  and  fovereign  re^hlic.  The  concef* 
fions  made  in  1609  were  but  provifional  ;•  they  were  in- 
deed acknowledged  by  Francis  znA  other  powers,  whofe  inr 
tereft  it  was  to  keep  well  with  the  proWnees;  but  Spmu 
fetra£ted  them  on  xht  renewal  of  the  war,  and  other- 
Aates  might  follow  the  -jexample,  as  foon  as  any  difference  ^ 
arofe  with  the  republic.  The  Pnmb  miniiler  at  the  Haguf 
remonftrated  to  the  ilate^  on  the  ambiguous  conduct  of 
1  their  deputies,  and  exhorted  them  not  to  give  Spain  an 
opportunity  of  accoifnplifliingher  views,  by  fomenting  di- 
1  vifions  among  the  allies*  This  obliged  the  Dutch  plent- 
;  potentiaries  to  declare,  that  they  bad  no  irltention  to  give 
i    weight  or  force -to  iny  articles,  upon  which  they  might  ^ 

I  agree  with  the  Spaniards^  unlefs  they  were  fandified  by 
I  the  concurrence  of  their  allies.  The  moil  chriftian  king^ 
I  however,  flill  doubted  their  intentions.  In  order  td  keep 
I  the  ftates  fteady,  he  difpatched  M.  Servien  to  the  Hague^ 
\  where  he  was  coldly  received,  and  indeed  affronted  with 
)  the  fuperior  attention  fhewn  to  the  Spanijh  minifler,  who 
i  was  fent  to  ballance  his  ioiluence.  Servun^  neverthelef^, 
^  fttf^orted  the  dignity  of  his  charader  with  great  addrefs  ; 
y  but  he  could  not  alter  the  difpofition  of  Uie  ftates,  or 
^  prevent  the  conferences  carried  on  by  the.  deputies  Atii^x' 
i;  and  PatiWj  with  the^^^ff^^ambafladorsat  Munfur.  M  Peace  9/ 
;  length,  after  abundance  of  altercation  between  the  plem«  Manfter. 
uotentiaries  of  Spain^  Francis  and  Holland^  after  the  darkeft    A.  D. 


i     intrigues  had  been  carried  on,  and  the  fources  of  t^e  deep*    1648. 

^     eft  policy  drained,  the  following  articles  of  peace  were 

f     concluded  between  Spmn  and  the  United  Provifuts.    That 

^     his  catholic  majefty  fhould  renounce  all  right  aqd  fove^ 

I     feignty,  over  tht  lords   the  ftates  general  of  the .  IJniti^ 

]     -Pr^^fWi,  who  were  henceforward  declared  a  free  indepen^ 

I     dent  republjc.    That  both  fides  ftlould  remain  in  the  unmei<- 

leftcd  jpofleffion  of  what  they  fcverally  held,  at  the  fign* 
(  Xng  of  the  treaty.  That  the  fame  regulation  fhould  take 
I  pl^ce  in  Afioy  Afrita^  and  Afherica^  as  in  Europe^  with  re«> 
I      ^^  to  the  conquefts  made  fince  the  expiration  of  the  ar- 

9^^ce«    In  the  lixth  article  it  W4d  ftipulated,  that  the  Sptk- 

nuird§ 
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'*  A:  D,  .  niards  (hould  not  attempt  the  extenfion  of  their  coorimetc^ 
1648.     to  the  Eaft^ IffS*€s\  ^nd  that  the  Dutch  (hould  form  no  ci- 
ITrftf/jr  ^'terpriTes  againft.the  pofleflioris  and  fettlements  of  the  fub- 
Mnnilcr.  'jeSs  of  that  crftVo  m  AJia.     This   bbligation   indeed  w^ 
recfpocral,'  ahd'fiifficient  time  alJowed  for  tranfmitting  the 
^eaty  to' thofedrftant  colonies.    Thus  the   foyerjei^njtiy  .^f 
the  republic'  was  "at  laft  acknowledged,  and  for   ever  cjf- 
*tablilbed»  by  thatpowtr  who*alone  difputed^^fty  ^t  the  cx- 
^penceof  her  Mbod  and  treafure,   with  an  obftinacyi  hardlj 
to  be  paralelled  jh  hiftory  y.     .     '     ^  '     \  "    ' 

•    FR'JNCBy'howtveTj  adcufed^ ' the  rcpiiilip  of  ingra- 
*^^*  ,       itftude,  for  defeating  the  ' pitcrefts\  6f  a  nation^  tlie.  chief 
]^^!^*^lr^^^Mnftrument  of  her*  prefent  fdicifyV'opiilencc,  and   indepcn- 
tbffeia'    ^^"^^-     '^^^  Dutch  were  upbrai^ded  with  a  grofs  'violation 
rate  peace  "^  ^^^*^  engagements,  to  accept  of  ho  feparate  te^ms,  until 
firuck  up   fhe  demands  of  their  allies  weffc  fully  fatisfied  i"  but  they 
iy  the  re-  ^uftified  themfclves,    by  ietnonfirating  the  neceifity  of  a 
public,       peace ;  the  private  views  of  cardinal  Mazarin  in  protra^- 
ing  the   war,  and  the  frivolous  difficulties    raifed   about 
Lorrain,     The  ambafladors  (if  the  ftates   waited   upon  the 
^  '/rmfA  plenipotentiaries,  and'affufed  them,   that  had  th^ 

one  day  longer  deferred  figning  the  treaty,  Spain  was  re- 
iblvcd  to  break  off  the  negotiation;  but*  this  would  not 
appeafe  their  clamours.  They  infifted,  that  the  ^rcpuWip 
ought,  at  leaft,  to  have  waited  the  return  of  the  courtff 
difpatched  to  Madrid^  by  the  count  de  Pi^naranda,  To 
Remove  this  load  of  calumny,  the  ftates  ufed  all  tfieir  infltt; 
ence  to  reconcile  the  two  crowns  j  but  they' were  told  bjf 
•M.  Severeiriy  that  affairs  had  taken  a  new  turn^'and  h^ 
majefty  now  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  adt  without  conr 
fuking  the  repubBc,  whofe  Conduflt  had  abfolved  Jiiih  ffjWp 
h'is  engagements.  He  faid,  the  mediation  of  the  provut 
':  *  '  ces  would  bfc-fafpefted,  and  the  only  reparation  of  tl«5 
^rror  now  pOiBbie,  wastorefufe  ratifying  the  treaty,  un- 
til the  court  of  France  had  rime  to  demonftrate.  that  all  tb^ 
.  ^  obftruftions 
hys  and 

tofubmitL...  -^.  ^_._   -_ , 

this  the  French  plenipotentiaries  declined,  which  /ervc(} 
ihe  more  to  confirm  the  republic,  in  the  reflitude  of  btf 
'  Own  meafurcs,*  and  the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  moft  chrit 
tian  king.  Returning  to  the  Hague ^  the  deputies  repo/t* 
td  their  proceedings,  and  received  the  thanks  of  theftatci 
general,  for  the  perfeverancc,  vigilance,  and  Ability,  wiA 

T  Basnage>  Hift.  p.  125. 


er  Republic,  ^  HollancL  «:..,,  ^±'7 

iprhich  they  had  conduced  the  whole  negotiation,  ^  ^oort 
4fter  (heir  arrival,  two  letters  from  ihe  French  ^ping'-ycfe  Leturs 
prefenced  to  the  affembly,  wherein  lie  reproadbed  ihe'ftatesyro>w/i6* 
with  perfidy,  and  the  infraftron  of  the  tnoft  folemn  tn-"  king  of 

¥gemehts  with  the  greateft  b'ehefadlor  of  the "repabHc/ France, 
hcfe  remonftrances  produced  hoWeyer  no  effedl!  'Tfii 
Rates  imagined  that  Spain  was  now  fufficiently  weakened, 
and  it  was  their  boffinefs  t6  prevent  the  French  from  grow- 
itig  too  powerful,'  and  extending  their  dominions  ,*on  the 
fide  of  t:h6  Netherlands,  In  vain  therefore  did  Letuis*s  am- 
baffadors  folicit  the  provinces  t6  delay  Ratifying*  the  treaty  I 
in  vain  did  they  endeavour  to  excite  divifiohs,  and  foment 
difcord  among' the  inembers  of  jthe' aflembly :  the  fznxt 
policy  which  had  .hitherto  itrduced  the  Dutch  to  Continue 
the  war,  aniidft  their  civil  diffcnfions,  and  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  poverty,  fatigue,  and  famine, -now  impelled  them 
to  ratify  the  treaty  *  lately  figned..  Accordingly  the  J5th 
of  May  was  appofnted  for  the  exchange  of  ratificatfons, 
which  was  performed  with  fhe  ufual  folemnities,  to  the 
great  fatisfaftion  of  all  the  partieSi, .  except  the  king  of 
France,  On  the  fame  day,  of  the  enfuing  month,  the  peacjc 
Was  proclaimed.  In  this  manner  ended  that  tedious  ne- 
gotiation of  Mufijtery  by  which  tcanquiHity  was  ag^ain  re- 
ftored  to  the  United  Provinc£5^ '  and  that  fovereignty  efta- 
bliflied,  for  which  they  *  had  ftru^gled  for  ne^r  a  cen- 
tury«.  '  .       »f  •   • 

OCARCE  was   the  peace  6f'*the  'republic  reftored,  wheii    , 
flie  was  almoft  involved  in  frcfti  difficulties  with  the  ^lec-  .     ^ 

tor  of  Brandenhurghy  who  demanded  reftitution  of;  Certain  ^  ^* 

places  in  the  duchy  of  Cleves^'  now.  fequeftered .  in  the  .  .  '  \^ 
Binds  of  the  dates  general.  He  Tent  ambafladors  to  the  ^  .' 
i^df^w^,  under  pretence  of  contrafting  a  new  alliance  with 
the  provinces,  but  in  h&  to  make  a  demand,  by  no' means 
agreeable  to  the  Hollanders,  .The  .cleftor  procured  the 
emperor's  mediation,  but  it  was  little  regarded.  The  ftate^ 
peremptorily  refiifed  complying  with  the  demand,  becauft 
the  claim  of  the  duke  of  Newhr^h  was  not  yet  acljuftedjj 
dnd  they  muft'be  refponfible  foY  ihe  places  en tr'ufted  to* 
their  care.  This  was  only  a  plaufible  pretext,  as  SpaJn 
had  now,  wholly  relinquiflied  tne  intereft  of  that  prince, 
who  was  too  weak  of  himfelf  to  fupport  hiis  pre^enfions, 
Philip  now  faw  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  alone  fup-^ 
porting  a  war  againft  the  whple  monarchy  of,  Ftarue, '  De- 
|>riyed  of  the  affiftaace  of  the  emperpr  on  the  one  hand^ 
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b^,  however,  found  his  eaemies  proportionaUy  4imhiil)|Ql 
on  the  other,  by  the  peace  concluded  with  the  repubTio*. 
His  anxbafladors  loitered  away  their  time  at  MunJiGr^  witk- 
.  out  renewing  their  efibrts  to  finlfli  a  ruinous  and  difgraceful 
war.  But  rhi^p  Was  now  iketcbing  out  the  rudiments  of  a 
more  extenfive  projedi.  He  flattered  bimfelf  that  the  Vjiui 
Provittcef^  having  incurred  the  di(pleafure  of  the  FraiA 
king,  would  at  leaft  furnifli  him  with  money,  and  fuffef 
him  to  levy  troops  in  the  Netherlands^  by  which  means  be 
might  be  able  to  reduce  France  to  reafonable  terms  gf 
accommodation.  He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  propofe  an 
alliance ;  and  when  this  was  rejefted,  his  minifter  at  ihc 
congr^fs,  the  count  de  Pignaranda,  propagated  fucb  reprts 
as  rendered  it  neceflary  for  the  Vuich  deputies  to  give 
Severien^  the  French  plenipotentiary,  the  ftrongeft  aflurancei 
of  their  pacific  intentions,  and  friendly  difpofition  with  rc« 
ipe£l  t3  his  mailer.  Pignaranda  refented  his  difappoint- 
ment,  and  now  complained  of  the  commerce  carried  on  with 
France  by  the  provinces  j  declaring  that  the  court  of  Madm 
determined  to  have  fatisfa^lion.  With  this  view  thcSpaniar^f 
flopped  the  Dutch  {hipping  in  the  port  of  0^end\  .  Ifbe  Am 
general  immediately  took  this  delicate  affair  intoconfideraU- 
on ;  but  were  ereatiy  perplexed  in  what  manner  to  determine^ 
If  they  refufed  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  Spam/h  courtt 
I  they  apprehended  their  fhips.  would  be  condemned  as  lawful 

prizes  \  and  in  forbidding  a  reciprocal  trade  with  Promt 
the  commerce  of  the  republic  would  be  greatly  injured, 
tntrigues        WHit£  the  ftates  were  temporifrng,  in  hopes  that  a  peaa 
tftSe        between  Frame ^  and   Spain  would  remove  all  difficulties, 
tourt  tf  .  cardinal  Mazarin  played  every  engine  of  the  cabinet,  tgi 
Spain.       induce  the  prince  of  Orcmge  to  engage  in  his  interefi,  as4 
exert  his  influence  again  to  involve   the  provinces  with 
the  court  of  Madrid.    It  is  well  known  that  the  Oranti 
party  always  oppofed  the  late  peace  $  but  whether  the  prino; 
fifiened  to  the  propofitions  now  made,  is  uncertain.    Tlwt 
cardinal  attacked  the  young  hero  on  his  weak  fide ;  hq 
applied  to  his  pafSons  and  his  ambition  $  but  the  repuUk 
was  fo  circumilanced,  that  the  negotiation  proved  fruitlefi* 
Meantime  after  the  defeat  of  the  India  company's  forces  ii| 
Braftl^  the  cardinal  afled  as  mediator  between  the  /V- 
iuguefe  and  the  republic,   in  hopes  that  if  a  peace  was^.c^Ar 
eluded  between  them^  Portugal  would  then  profecu^e  tlK? 
war  againft  Spain  ^t\\  redoubled  vigour.      It  was  iboik 
however,  perccived'^hat  the  Portugueje  ambaflador  wanw 
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only  to  «inure  the  ftates,  while  he  pretended  to  aceeptof 
their  prt>pofitions  j  but  the  want  of  unanimity  aratpng  the 
cttics  and  pf'ofincc*  prevented  their  coining  to  any  ftxed 
lefolution.  Some  were  for  avenging  the  late  difgracc  in 
Brajil\  while  others,  lefs  fanguine  in  their  cxpeaations, 
thought  it  better  to  put  up  with  a  fmall  part,  than  run 
the  hazatxl  of  lofing  all  footing  in  this  rich  and  fertile 


(Country* 


SECT.    X. 


Containiff^  all  the  material  tranfaSiions  in  which  the  n- 
public  was  concerned^  until  the  fecund  rupture  with 
Eng^nd  in  1665. 


s 


UGH  was  the  fituation  of  aflFairs  in  Hollandy  while   A.  D. 

unhappy  England  was  torn  with  civil  wars  ;   her  foil    1649. 
fattened   with   the  blood  of  her  children,    and  her  )L\ng  7 her gfmB- 
brought  to  an  ignominious  death  upon  a  fcafFoId.    The  re-  He  ballan^, 
pubhc  had  hitherto  maintained  a  ftrift  neutrality  with  re-  ^ff  wir^ 
fpeft  to  the  faftiona  in  England j  notwithftanding  the  clofe^^^^  f^- 
aflrance  between  the  unfortunate  Charles  and  the  houfe  of  frefi^- 
Ortmge*     It  is  true  indeed  tha?  queen  Henrietta^  forced  to  '"^^^^^^ 
quit  the  kingdom,  pafled  over  to  Hollandy  but  flie  could  ob-  EngUwU 
tain  no  fuccours  except  the  money  raifed  upon  the  crown-      ^ 
jewels.     The  prince  of  Orange  had  taken  fome  meafures  in 
behalf  of  the  royal  party  ;  but  they  were  of  little  confe^ 
quence,  and   detached  from  the  politics  of  the  republic. 
Now,  however,  we  fee  the  fituation  of  the  ftates  more  de- 
licate, and  the  provinces  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  denying 
reftfge  to  the  fliattered  remains  of  the  royalifts,  or  of  com- 
ing to  a  rupture  with  the  parliament  of  England.    Jamts 
duke  of  JTwT^,  having  efcaped  from  his  confinement,  tooki 
refuge  at  the  Hague^  where  his  prefence  confiderably  em- 
barrafled  the  ftates  general.    Their  perplexity  was  encreafed 
by  the  arrival  of  the  prince  of  Waksy  who  folicited  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  republic  for  the  king's  life,  and  reprefent- 
cd  in  fuch  lively  colours  the  danger  of  his  majefty's  being 
blottght  to  an  infamous  death,  that  the  ftates  refolved  to 
(end    ambafladors  to  treat  with  the  narliamehtary  chiefs. 
Ml  Pamvy  and  Joachimiy  the  latter  or  whom  had  long  re- 
MtA  in  a  public  charafter  at  London^  were  appointed  to  this 
dtlicate  truft  *.    Thefe  two  were  able  fervants  of  the  re- 
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p«bTfc,  and  ^ad  the  courage,  the  one  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight,  and"  the  other  of  feventy-eigh't  years,  to  embark  ia. 
the  depth  of  winter,  wHeh  the  cold  wag  intolerable,  fox. 
Enghmdy  where  they  arrived  in  the  month  of  February* 
They  were  received  with  refpe£i ;  they  pleaded  the  royal 
caufe  in  terms  the  moft  pathetic  -,  but  ail  their  endeavour! 
to  ftem  the  torrent  of  fanaticifm,  cunning  and  cruel  am- 
bition, proved  fruitlefs.  Charles  loft  his  head  upoti  the 
,  block,  to  the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  Britijh  nation. 

No  fooner  was  the  i]dws  o/.the  king's  execution  come  to 
the  Hague^  than  the  prince  of  Orange  communicated  the 
•  fatal  event,  by  one  of  his  chaplains,  to  the  prince  of  ff^aht 
while  the  clergy  thought  it  their  duty  to  wait  in  a  body  on 
tliat  joung  prince,  withcompHmcnts  of  condolance.     Tkis 
proceeding  was  condemned  by  the  ftates,  a^eqtially  impo*    \ 
litic  and   unconftitutional  ;  their  fpeech  to  the  prince  of 
fFales  was  forbid  to  be  printed,  but  it  fopn  became  puUicn  i 
notwithftanding  it  was  apprehended  that  the  £/^/(^  parlit-    I 
ment  would  t^ke  offence  at  certain  flattering  expreilions, 
and  ribat  warmth'  of  regard  (hewn  to  the  royal  family.    But 
though  the  ftates  general  induftrioufly  avoided  the  publica- 
*   "     tion  of  every  thing  which  might  difguft  the  infant  common-    I 

wealth  of  England^  the  ftates  of  Holland  could  not  difpcnfc 
"'  •  with  the  civility  (Jf  fending  a  deputation  of  condolance  to 
the  prince' of  Walesa  even,  the  ftates  general  thcmfelv» 
•waited  upon  the  young  prince,  in  deep  mourning,  ani* 
complimented  him  with  the  appellation  of  king,*  though 
they  declined  congratulating  him  on  his  acceftion  to  the  | 
throne  of  hiis  ahceffors. 

It  was  next  deliberated  whether  the  republic  (hould  re-,  j 
cal  her  ambafladors  from  London^  and  give  audience  to  the    ; 
envoy  fent  by  the  parliament  of  England.    Mr.  Stri^^   i 
had  long  ferved  the  parliament  with  fidelity  and  capacity,  i<^ 
quality,  of  minifter,  at  the  Hague.    He  now  demanded  au- .  | 
dicnce  of  the  ftates  general,  as  public  amtaflador  from  ther 
Englijh  commonwealth ;  in  which  he  was  oppofed  l^y  Sir 
William  Bofwel^  who  had  for  feveral  years  refided  in  HoUof*^ 
as  envoy  from  Charles  I,     This  gentleman's  remopftranccs 
werefo  powerfully  feconded  by  the  prince  of  Orangey  and  * 
party  he  had  formed  in  favour  of  the  king,  that  Stri^l^* 
credentials  were,  after  violent  contefts,  ^eje^edK 
Doriflaus       While  this  bufmefs  was  in  agitation,  an  accident- po*' 

OS  from  corred,  which  had  almoft  deftroyed  all  the  pri^dent  fchc|l>«t'    | 
^tbtparlia-  ^^  neutrality  formed  by  the  republic.     Dorijlausj  4  civil**''* 
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and  native  of /f^//^^,. employed  in  coodu^iftg-fbe  f;hafgeii»^«/»  /x 
againftthe  late  king,  was  now  (ent  by  t^e  parliament  xjn^murdtnd* 
affift  Stri£Iknd:' >The  part  he  a£ied  in  tbe.lmte-^ofciUe  tra- 
.  gedy  rendered  him  odious  to  all  the  roya^fis,  who  flocked  ^ 

ill  crouds  to  the  little  court  kept  up  by  Chaftes  II.  in  the 
I  neighbourhood  of  the  Hague*  .  As  he  was  (Itdng  quietly  at 
I  iiipper^  certain  perfons,  maiked>  violently  :£oWd  open  hisr 
I  lodgings,  and  after  aflaffinating  hin>,  retired  witliout  beingi 
i  queAioned,  or  at  all  fufpeded  of  the  murder.     The  whole- 
•  province  was  in  motion  at  fq  iflagrant  a  breach  of  the  lawa> 
I  of  nations ;  a  reward  was  offered  for  difcove^ng  the  af* 
t  faflins  ;  but,  however,  the  ilates  a£led  fo  caijielefsly,  fJiat  the; 
i  parliament,  harbouring   fufpicions  of  tbw,  fidelity,  mad(& 
I  complaints  to  M.  Joad)imi ;  and  in  truths^  ^triSiland  turned^ 
I  Che  whole  with  fo  much  addrefs^to  the.;advant;age  of  hi% 
f  matters,  that  the  leading  men  in  HoUand  gjfcw  impatient  for>        .  ' 
:  the  king's  quitting  the  province,  and  evefi  the  doniinions'of! 
8  the  republic.    Yet  fiiU  the  ftates  general  pe^^Ji^d  ia  JTffufing' 
iStrt£fland^s   credentials,    under  various    pre^enc.es  ;    vpon. 
!  which  he  thireatened  to  retire.    The  {tzt^.^iMoilamly  ap- 
iprehending  a  rupture  with  j^i^ili7»4  ;whidb^.5:outd  not  fail, 
fl  of  proving;    extremely  '  prejudicial    to    tb^   cong^jmerce   of. 
ithe  prpvinCie,   fent  remonflr^nccs  to  ^he^  ftate$  ^neraly.    ' 
t  charging  themt  vi^ith  all  the  confequences  of  Stri^lan4*9i 
I  departure.     Upon   this  they  were  forced  t^   apologife  to  < 
(the  envoy,  and  to  gain  time  by  referring  the  matter  to. 
I  the  provincial  ftates.  . 

}    .  It  was  the  true  policy  of  the  republic  to  kee p-^clear  of  the  ^-^^  '"' 
\  civil  divifions  which,  at  that  time,  aifii<aed  both  France  and  "^^^'i^f'  ^/ 
Qreot  Britain  ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  w^av^  (he  fojicitetions  J^       • 
I  of  the  EngUJh  monarch,  fupported  by  the;  intereft  of  the,    a^ann. 
I  prince  of  Orange^  on  one  fide,  and  of  the  intriguing  J&-/ 
[  svritz,' on  the  other.     This  bMfy  prelate  infuiuated  to  the 
prince  of  Orange^  that  the  royal  family  in  England  being, 
eatirely  ruined,  his  influence  and  power  n>uft  neceflarily  de*.. 
cUne>  unkfs  he  was  flrongly  linked  in  alliance  with  the  > 
ciown  of  France.     His  defign  was  to  involve  thf  provincfi)  * 
in  a  freih  war  with  Spain  ;  but  the  prince  efcs^ped  his  fnare,.. 
and  penetrated  his  views.     He  informed  .JVL^^r^^/,  the..      .      .    ; 
French  envoy,  of  the  impofiibility  of  cairying  t^  proje£l . «/ 
iiito  execution,  becaofe  it  muft  pafs  through^  xkkt  proviiicial.;        .-• . .  i 
flate^A  and  the.refu&l  of  one  city  was  fu£ci^t.,tQ  ffuftrate- 
the  whole  defign.'  Fgiled  in  this  attemptt  the  ^aidiiud  f(B^ 
iiij|lru£ltoi^s  to  M«  Brajet^  to  exert  bij  u^fi^^ft  tn4faiK>ttr8  to* 
prevent  the  ftates  from  enteripg  into  any  ^si^g^ments  with 
the  parliament  of  England^  and  to  coiidudt  himfelF  with  fuch 

caution 
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caution  that  it  fiiould  not  be  imagined  Frcmce  at  all  inter* 
poTed  in  the  affair*  of  the  republic,  while  the  cardinal  was 
negotiating  with  Fairfax  and  CromtvH, 

While  Braffet  was  deeply  engaged  in  this  negotiation, 
M.  k  Brun  ariived  at  the  Hague,  in  quality  of  envoy  from 
the  catholic  king.  The  provinces  of  Zealand  and  Xlfrechty 
who  had  not  yet  ratified  the  treaty  of  Ghehty  oppofed  his 
reception,  notwithftanding  which  his  public  entry  was  sd- 
lowed.  Nothing  indeed  could  be  more  glorious  to  the  re- 
public than  this  open  declaration  of  her  ibvereignty,  by  an 
expref^  erobafly  from  the  king  of  Spain ;  and  the  ambaffadof 
took  particular  care  to  fow  his  difcourfe  thick  with  the  flat- 1 
tering  terms  of  Mighty  State,  Fhurijhing  Republic^  and  I 
Scvereign  People,  which  produced  a  good  effed  on  the  minds 
of  the  ftates  general.  Yet  this  only  regarded  externals, 
and  the  civilities  he  met  with ;  for  as  to  Sic  real  intention 
of  his  embafly,  be  made  no  progrefs  ;  the  republic  refolv- 
ing,  as  long  as  poffible,  to  obferve  the  ftridle^fl  neutrality, 
The  affair  of  Frankendal  was  the  moft  difficult  part  of  bis 
commiffion.  The  Spaniards  had  poiTefled  themfel  ves  of  that 
place,  and  the  el^or  palatine,  to  whom  it  belonged^  de- 
manded rcftitution.  The  ftates  general  fupported  the  elec- 
tor, who  was  violently- perfecutcd  by  the  emperor,  and  the 
Spaniards  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  determine.  '  At  laft  they 
confented  to  the  reftitution  upon  thofe  conditions,  that  the 
ctttholic  religion  ihould  be  eftablilfaed  in  the  palatinate; 
that  a  frte  paffage  (hould  be  grairted  to  the  Spaniards ;  that 
they  fhould  be  allowed  a  place  of  arms,  and  that  the  r^ 
public  would  guarantee  thefe  conditions.  This,  together 
with  fome  depredations  committed  by  the  Larrainersy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Boijleduc ;  certain  difputcs  concerniflg 
Rbtmbirg  \  and  an  old  quarrel  with  the  biOiop  of  Z%<> 
were  the  fubjefls  ofle  Brunei  negotiation. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  grand  prior  of  the  order  of 

'StJJobn  ofjerufalem,  arrived  in  Holland,  to  demand  all  the  coffl* 

4nanderies.  of  malta^  fituated  in  the  provinces.  Ftrft,  a  vuictf 

of  difficulties  arofe  about  the  honours  to  be  paid  to  the  granJ 

prior ;  but  this  affair  bein?  adjufted,  the  ftates  entered  into 

a  negotiation  with  him,  which  produced  nothing  but  ufeleft 

Treaties     aJtercaiion.    It  was  otherwife  with  M.  Vfeldt,  the  Dafttfi 

W/ifrDe&r  ambailador,  who  at  this  time  concluded  a  treaty  of  a]Iianc6 

lnJ^k•        and  redemption  between  the  crown  of  Denmark  and  the  rf- 

public  of  the  Seven  United  ProviTices.    By-the  treaty  of  aN 

liance  they  wi^re  reciprocally  bodnd  to  affift  the  party  at' 

tacked  with  4000  men,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influeiictf 

with  the  aggr<^br  to  lay  down  his  arms>  and  fobmit  to  ar« 

a  -         bitnitJ#* 
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(Ht/at{on«  The  treaty  of  redemption  regulated  the  tltt^'e$ 
on  all  DuUb  merchantmen  paffing  through  the  Sound  to  the 
I  Sahicy  about  which  there  had  been  great  difputes.  Inftead 
of  racing  each  ibip  according  to  her  tonnage^  it  was  agreed 
to  pay  a  certain  fum  yearly  for  the  free  paiTage  of  the  Sounds 
however,  this  expedient  was  difpleafing  to  ibme  of  the  pro-  , 
Vinces^^and  highly  refefited  .by  the  Jtians  towns,  as  injurious^ 
to  their  commerce,  efpecially  as  a  Dutch  fquadron,  not  ex~ 
ceeding  four  men  of.  war,  was  allowed  to  pafs  unqueftioned 
iAto  the  Baltic^.  Sweden  lilcewife  complained  loudly  of  an 
.^liance  which  muft  neceflarily  break  off  the  good  harmony 
,  between  that  kingdom  and  the  republic,  and  queen  Chrijiind 
pUed  the  ftates  with  remonftrances,  which  pailed  unre^ 
garded., 

Thje  ftate$  having  eftabliflied  the  foreign  Concerns  of  the    A.  t)\ 
republic  upon  the  moft  folid  footing  that  the  circumftances     1650. 
of  affairs  would  aldmit,  applied  their  attention  to  the  ii-  Origin  o/\ 
najices,  which  were  brought  into  great  diforder  by  the  bng /^*  V/W 
cpminuance  of  the  war,  and  the  confufion  that  reigned  for  dejfenfioni 
a  ferics  of  years  in  the  provinces.     The  intercft  of  public  '»  ^y 
debts  was  reduced,  beiaufe  the  province  of  Holland  had  of-  ^^ 
feied  to  furnifli  money  for  the  payment  of  all  who  defired 
to  be  reioiburfed.     However,  the  public  credit  waa  fo  well 
eilabliihed,  that  Jiot  a  Angle  creditor  foughc  to  withdraw 
his  ftock ;  by  which  means  the  intereff  of  debts  became  too' 
large  for  th^ flated  revenue.    To  remove  this  difficulty,  cer- 
tain taxe^  were  impofed  on  the  barony  of  Breda^  and  the 
diftri£l  of  Boijkducy  becaufe  thofe  lands  were  exempted  from 
taxes  during  the  war.     The  inhabitants,   who  bad  pai j 
heavy  contributions  to  the  Spaniards^   complained  of  thd 
hard&ip  of  being  rated  on  a  footinij;  with  countries  that 
had  paid  nothing.    Proje£U  were  delivered  to  the  flates,  to^   . 
obviate  the  objeStion^  but  none  of^  the  remediica  applied 
penetrated  to  the  bottom  of  the  difeafe  :  one  of  the  expe- 
dients propofcd  by  the  ftates  of  Holland  was,  the  redudjor^ 
of  the  troops  ^  which  the  prince  of  Orangey  fupported  by 
the  touAcil  of  ftate,  warmly  oppofed^  while  all  thd  princes^ 
ind  ftates  were  armed  on  the  frontiers  of  the  republic.    The 
difpule  rofe  high,  and  yet  the. whole  difference  of  opinion 
was.  trivial  y  the  prince  infrfting  that  a  ftanding-force  of 
26,300  foot  and  3000  horfe  fhouldbc  maintained  v  while 
the  .province   of.  Holland  aflerted  that  315,000  foot  and 
2700  horfe  Were  fufficicnt  for  th«  protection  of  the  re- 
p(|l)Iic*-     It  is  probarble  their  animofity  was  mo^e  deeply    | 
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rooted,  knd  this  occafion  only  feized  as  a  cover  to  their  real 
defigns.     Holland  had  taken  certain  meafures  refpe&ing  the 
payment  of  the  troops,  without  confulting  the  prince  and 
'   council  of  ftate  ;  and  this  proceeding  was  not  only  rcfcHted 
by  the  prijice  and  council,  but  by  all  the  officers  of  tbe 
army,  and  the  ftates  ^ncral  themfelves,  who  regarded  it  as 
an  infradioli  of  the  union.     At  this  time  a  deputy  from  the 
province  of  Holland  prefided  in  the  ftates  general,  and  he 
laboured  to  prevent  the  afiembiy  from  taking  any  refolutioi 
contrary  to  his  inftrudions  fi:om  the  ftates  of  his  province] 
but  finding  he  could  not  ftem  the  torrent,  he  relignedil 
chair,  and  wks  fucceeded  by  a  deputy  of  GueUerland^  «h 
'   proceeded  to  revoke  the  order  of  the  ftates  of  Hollafid^k 
confequence  of  a  great  majority  of  voices.     Determining  d 
fupport  this  decifion,  their  high  mightinelles  ient  exprei 
orders  to  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  not  to  obey  anyfr 
regions  they  might  receive  from  the  ftates  of  Holland,  unleS 
they  were  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  the  ftateS' general; 
the  governors  of  the  frontier  towns  had  iimlkir  orders ;  anl 
the  deputies  of  Holland  protefted  againfl  this  proceeding,  ai 
toifputes     injurious  to  their  liberties.    In  t^e  end,  the  fteadinels  of 
het-ween      the  ftates  of  Holland^  and  the  fluduating  councils  of  their 
the  prince   high  mightinefTes,  afforded  the  prince  of  Orange  the  oppor- 
fl/^Orangc  tunity  of  pufhing  his  ambitious  views.     Attended  bv  tbc 
fupported    council  of  ftate,  and  count  de  Najfau  governor  of  Frijilai) 
^'^^         he  waited  upon  the  ftates   general,  praying  their  migb- 
ftates  gene-  jj^^fljjj^  ^q  forbid  the  governors  from  making  the  rcfonm- 
^^etr-  I    ^^°'''  ^"  ^^^^  garrifons  required  by  the  ftates  of  ifeW 
'vina'of '    **^  ^^  ^^^^  *  deputation  to  each  town  of  that  province,  to 
Holland,    oblige  the  magifirates  to  alter  their  fentiments.     The  de- 
puties of  Holland  and  Guelderland  oppofed  thisrequeft,  be 
caufe  the  deputies  of  Frifeland,  Groningeny  and  Ovtryfftl  we« 
abfent ;  but  a  refolucion  pafTed  in  flavour  of  the  prince,  an' 
the  defired  deputation  was  difpatched.    They  proceeded  firf 
'to  Dordrecht^  where  they  were  badly  received,  and  infultc( 
by  a  refolution  of  the  magiftrates  to   hold  no  conference 
'vvith  the  prince  of  Orange  or  his  deputies.     The  prince  ii 
pcrfon  joined  the  deputies,  but  no  ear  was  given  to  his » 
monftrances  j  upon  which  he  fet  out  for  the  Brtlk,  Gorcm\ 
Rotterdam^  and  the  other  towns,  where  his  reception  Wi 
little  better  than  at  Dordrecht.     Amfterdam  feftt  two  buTgo^ 
mafttrs  as  far  as  Tergau^  to  requeft  of  the  prince  not  toat« 
tempt  entering  that  city,  becaufe  they  could  not  ghre  hio 
audience  with  his  train,  which  was  pretty  numerous.  Asb 
ftill  purfued  his  journey,  a  fecond  deputation  was  fent  t( 
acquaint  his  highnefs,  that  if  he  propofed  honouring  t^< 
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titj  With  a  vlfit  as  governor  of  the  province^  he  would  be" 
jeceived  with  all  the  refped  due  to  his  binh  and  the  dignity 
of  his  ofHce ; .  but  he  could  not  be  admitted  as  a  deputy 
from  the  ftates  general,  becaufe  the  defign  of  his  embafly 
appeared  dangerous.  On  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  city,  he  could  procure  no  relaxation  in  the  condi^ 
tions,  and  therefore  proceeded  to  HaerUniy  where  the  ma- 
giftrates  difplayed  the  fame  averfion  for  the  refolutions  of 
the  ftates  general.  \tC North  Holland  the  prince  met  with 
more  civility  ;  however,  the  magiftrates  of  Medemblic  fent 
<o  acquaint  him  that  the  roads  were  fo  bad,  and  the  towU 
fi>  fmall  for  the  accommodation  of  his  retirUie^  tliat  they 
could  not  hope  for  the  honour  of  a  vifit. 

On  his  return  the  prince  complained  loudly  to  the  ftates 
general  of  the  condudl  of  the  cities,  particularly  oi'JmJler'- 
qdm^  agalhft  which  he  inveighed  bitterly,  ordering  his  fpeech 
fo  be  printed,  to  render  it  ittore  public,  hoping,  by  this 
ineans,  to  enfiame  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  efpecially 
of  the  clergy,  who  were  devoted  to  his  intereft.     The  de- 
puties of  Am/ierdam,  who  were  prefent  when  this  fpeech' 
was  delivered,  exprefled  their  aftoniftiment  that  the  prince 
fcould  have  parti<;u!arly  aimed  his  refefttment  at  their  city^ 
'   when  feveraf  others  had  aSed   in  juft  the  fame  nfianner. 
'   It'hey  vindicated  the  condudi  of  the  magiftrates,  and  their 
'  i^eafures  were  approved  by  the  ftates  of  Holland^  who,  in  W 
public  manifefto,  declar^  that  the  ftates  general  had  nd 
fight  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  fevcral  cities,  wh|ch  looked 
a*s  if  they  wanted  to  gain  thebi  without  the  confeiit  of  thd 
provincial  ftates. 

;  The  return  of  admiral  d^'tPUt  with  a  fickly^  fhattered 
fleet,  augmented  the  civil  diviiipns.     ThJs  officer,  perceiv- 
ing the  impoffibility  of  recoyetilig  the  lofies  lately  fuftaihed 
ln^^e  Brafils^  returned^  without  the  doi;ifent  of  the  cpurrcii 
ciftabliflied  iit  that  country '  by  iixe  ftates  general.     Loud 
Complaints  werie  mstde  by  the  .cii)iincil  againft  the  admiral  * 
and  his  officers,  who'  were  bfanled  for  the  itiifcatriage  of' 
the  expedition.     It  was  urged  th^t  he  had  formed  not  a 
Angle  enterprife,  that  he  let  flJp  feveral  opportunities  of  re- 
trieving the  affairs  of  the  company,  that  he  had  quitted  the 
coaft  againft  the  exprcfs  order  of  the  council,  and  that  hef 
had  carried  off  all  the  provifioft,  and  left  the  company's  fer- 
,  Vants  and  effedls  in  the  entire  power  of  their  enemies.     ^^  J^mirat 
fFitv/zs  arretted  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  high-admiral ;  ^^  -y^j^ 
he  was  accufed"  by  the  ftates  of  7:ea!andy  and  fupportcd  by  /;5^r*- 
the  ftates  of  Holland,  who  feared  that  his  Portuguefe  majeftyyj„,y^       j 
would  flop  their  fliips  in  bis  ports,  and  prohibit  their  Uading 
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(o  the  coaft  of  Guinea^  if  the  war  was  profccufcd  in  tie 
Brafih.     At  the  fame  time  the  ftates  general  iflued  orders  to 
the  admiralty  of  Jmjlerdam'y  to  confine  the  fix  captains  who 
accompanied//?//^/;  and  this  produced  a  violent  altcrcationj 
the  ftates  of  Holland  infifting,  that  the  order  was  a  violation 
of  their  rights  ;  it  was  an  encroachmeiu  on  their  fdviereigntyj 
to  imprifon  by  any  other  authority  within  the  lirtiitsof  their 
}urifdr(Sion.     The  ftates  general  quoted   precedents,  and, 
befides,  urged»  that  reafon  didated  that  all  officers  who  held 
their  commifllons  from  them,  (hould  be  fubjea  to  their  au- 
tli9rity.,  in  whatever  province  they  might  happen  to  fefide. 
.  Xn  a  word^  .the  captains  were  confined  by  order  of  their 
KgKmiglitfnefles,  and  thie  prifon-doors  were  forced  by  the 
»  magiftrates  oi  Amfierdanty  and  the  prifoners  fet  at  liberty. 
tVtlUamy .  determined  upon  revenge,  had  the  fix  deputies  of 
jfi?i//i7w/arrefted,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  J^cbB  iiWity  an 
old  burg6ma{^er  of  Dor  Jrcchty  and  the  father  of  the  fanious 
penfioiie^  'de  JVtt.     After  being  fame  time  confined  in  fepa- 
late  Apartments  in  the  princess  palace,  ,they  were  fen^  under 
Q^  ftrone  guard  to  the  caftle  of  LoueJIeiri'  Determined  to  fup- 
port  this  bold  attempt  onfhe  privileges  of  his  country, 'W* 
Ram  'detached  a  body,  of  forces  under  the  <^o6nt  de  J^affau^ 
iowziHs-Jfjijierdamy  in  hopes  of  reducing  fhe' magiftrates  to 
Bis  terms,    b^  menaces  and  the  terror  of  a  fiegc*.    Hii^ 
liieafurefi  were  concerted  with  fo  much  fecrefy,  and  purfucJ 
w^th  fuch  vigour,  that,  tbe.v  troops  vverc  Itf  motion  before 
tne  magiftrates  had  any  fiifpicioh  of  his  intentions.     Had  it 
uot  been  for  fomc  unforefeen  3x:cidents,  t;he  city^u{|ccf* 
taiiilyrwTtlioiit  ftriVihg  a  blow,  have  fallen  i'ntp  his  hands. 
Amfter-      .  When  the  n«ws  firft  aittj|[e^  at- Jl^r^iflw 
dam  h'    '  was  .on  their  march,  of  the  four  burgomaff?fs  regent,  one  w** 
A?^^«        deadj  two  were  abfent,  .mi  M«  Bitzker  alone  ^fl;  t6  prdvidc 
for  the  defence  of  the  cityv  l*He  was  well  ;<ijj}ported,  h6<r- 
ever,  by  M,  NydecoopcTy  an  lafirhi  magiffrate,!^*  whofe  dili^ 
genccy  gallantry,  and  ^pubric'Tpirit,-  was  n^owcopfpicuoufly^ 
cjjcertcd  jn  the  defence  of  Cher-ty..  ^So  pppiilaY .  were  theic^ 
two  magiftrates,  that  the  people  flocked  tatHetn"'.with  ofiirs 
of  their  fervice.     ImmediajteTy  the  ramparts -were  mounted 
with  cannon,  the  garrifon  put  in  arms,  th^  |Bips  cleared 
out  for  the  defence  of  the  tarbour,  atid  every  Qtlier  rileafurc., 
Ciken  for  making  the  moft  vigorous  refiftance^  The  council 
^  met,  tc^fflibewtc  whether  the  fluices  fhould  be  opehedi  and 

*;.        the  ncigirocuxing  country   laid   under  wateri  in  order  to 
•  . '  ~  fvvecp  av,:ay  by  one  fata],fl:roke  the  ^hoUAt^y  of  the  be* 
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ficgers ;  fcut  a  more  moderate  opinion  prevailing,  it  was  re- 
folvedonly  to  drown  fuch  parts  oF  the  neighbourhood  as  l^d  . 
to  the  peaked  pofts  of  the  city.     Every  inhabitant  was,  ia 
/Oiotion,  and  the  failors  in  particular  contributed  with  the 
utmoft  alacrity  towards  the  fafecy  of  this  great  emporiuoi 
,oi  ^Europe,     On   the  count's   arrival  he  found  his  projeft 
was  difconcerted,  and  his  force  too  inconfiderable  to  attempt 
in  veiling  fo  extenfive  a  city.     He  gave  notice  of  his  i\hp^ 
pointment  to  the  prince  of  Orangey  who  was  highly  chu- 
grined,  10  he  ^  plan  drawn  out  with  fo  much  care  fo  unex- 
pectedly foiled,  and  his  honour  and  authority  ftained  and 
defpifcd  :    but  imagining   his   prefence   would   retrieve  all 
things,  he  communicated  his  delign  to  the  ftatcs  general, 
and  inftantly  fet  out  for  the  army,  attended  by  great  num- 
bers of  the  nobility  and  officers  of  diftindion.     On  his  way 
Ire  met  with  M,  de  Beeverwert^  a  gpntlcman  defcended  from 
the.houfe  of  Naffau^  a  friend  to  the  prince,  but  an  enemy 
tn  this  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  his  country.    Refolving, 
'if  poflible,  to  obviate  the  fatal  confequences  which  might 
cnfue  from  the  obilinacy  of  the  partjes,  he  led  the  prince  to 
an  emineiice,  and  bid  him  from  thence  b«ho1d  the  vaft  body 
of  water  in  the  power  of  the  magiftmtes   of  Amjlerdamy 
with  which  they  could  overwhelm « his  whole  army,  if  they 
refolved  to  pum  matters  to  extremities.     This  demonftra- 
tion  was  equally  concife  and  concliifivc.     TFiiJiam  xn&Aotly 
Velt   its  convi(^ion,  and  entreated  M.  Beeverwert  to  go  im- 
mediately to  the  Hague  to  acquaint  the  ftatcs  general  with 
\i\s  danger,  and  procure  an  order  for  recalling  himfelf  and 
the  army  ;  Ac  only  mcafure  which  could  fave  his  honour  ^- 

While  M.  Beevera^rt  was  employed  in  this  aflFair,  a  7*^^ yjv.^ 
negotiation  commenced  between  the  prince  and  the  magif*  raijed. 
tr^tej^  of  Amjierdam.    William  had  wrote, to  them,  dcfirin^ 
they  would  fend  four  deputies,  to  confer  with  him  upon  the 
fubJ4eft  of'  an  accommodation.     As  the  magiftratcs  began 
already  to  feel  the  inconveniencies  of  a  fiege,  they  liftencd 
the  more  readily  to  the  propofal,     Diffenfion  had  thus  early 
begun  to  ihe^  itftjf.  in  the  city,     A  variety  of  libels  were 
publi&ed,  taxing  the  magiftrates  with  holding  a  fccret  cor-    . 
refpbnd^oce  with  the  Englijh  parliament.     This  allegation 
was  founded  upon  Pieterfon%  voyage  to  England^  toi^anage 
the  affairs  of  the  province  with  Cromwell  who  had  refufed 
acfniitting  an  cmhafly  from  the  republic.     Nothing. could 
render  the  magiftrates  more  odious  than  fuch  an  accufation  j 
b^iides^    the  merchants   apprehended   that  a  fiege  would 
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fiop  the  courfc  of  exchange,  and  hurt  their  credit.     Thcfr 
'  were  the  motives  which  influenced  the  magiftrates  to  enter 
upon  a' negotiation,  and  the  prince  artfully  augmented  the 
fears  of  the  citizens,  by  threatening  to  convert  the  fiege  inr- 
to  a  blockade.     To  this  may  be  added  thejittle  dependan^c 
placed  by  the  msgiftrates   in  the  other  cities,   who  conr 
tented  themfelves  with  murmuring  at  this  attempt  on  their 
liberty,  without  entering  upon  any  meafures  otrefiftance.. 
in  thefc  circumftances  the  following  articles  were  mutually 
iigned  :  That  the  prince  fhould  be  received  in  the  city  with 
all  the  honours  due  to  his  dignity,  and  paid  to  liis  anccftors 
in  the  fame  office.     This  condition  was  ftipulated   merely 
to  favc  the  prince's  honour,  for,  apprehetiding  the  popula; 
,    indignation,  ^he  never  made  his  entry  :  that  the  city  of  jfm- 
Jierdam  (hould  engage  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  troops 
which  the    province  had  difbanded  :  that  the  magiflrates 
fhould  ufe  their  influence  with  the  fiates  ol  Hollands  to  ef- 
fe£l  a  public  reconciliation  :    and  laftly,  that  M.    Bltxter 
and  his  brother,  notwithftanding  the  many  fervices  they 
/  had  done  to  the  houfe  of  Orangey  and  the  ftate,  and  not- 

withftanding their  prefent  ftrenuous  efforts  in  defence  of 
freedom,  fliould   be  ftripped  of  all  their  employments,  an<} 
rendered  incapable  of  being  ever  again  reinftated.     The 
council  obftinately  oppdfed  this  laft  article  j  but  thofe  twp 
excellent  citizens  iniifted'upon  refigning,  offering  them- 
felves a  voluntary  facrificc  for  jthe  poblfc  tranquillity.     In 
this  manner  terminated  this  dangerous  civH  war,  which  had 
brought  the  republic  on  the  brink  of  deftruftion.     /"^7/- 
liam^s  defign^  were  now  obvious ;  and  all,  with  one  voice, 
accufed  him   of  betraying  hjs  country,    and   ufing  thofe 
forces  entrufted  to  his  care  for  the  proteftion  of  the  repub- 
lic, to   the  purpofes  of  ambition,  and  the  fuppreffion   of 
public  liberty.      Happily,    perhaps,    for  himfelf  and   his 
country,  he  was  feized  with  the  fmall-pox,  of  which  he 
Peatif  and  died  on  the  fixth  day  o(  November ^  while  he  was  projeding 
fharaSier    fchemes  of  revenge,  which  might,  poflibly,  involve  Holland 
^pf  the        in  a  more  dangerous  civil  war  than  what  the  provinces  had 
frince  of  juft  'experienced.     As  bis'n^irtues  were  uhiverfiilly  acknow- 
Q^V^i^*    ledged,  and   his   ambition  dreaded.    His  death  occafioned 
equal  joy  and  grief  in  the  provinces.  .  The  friends  of  the  . 
houfe  of  Orange  lamented  him  as  the  wbrthy  fucceilbr  of 
his  heroic  anceftors,  cut  off  in  the  bloom  and  vigour  of 
,       life ;  while  the  friends  of  liberty  rejoiced  at  the  event,  as 
flowing  from  the  immediate  iriterpofition  of  providence  ii> 
their  behalf.     The   people,  who  imagined  themfelves  op- 
priefled  by  the  rigid  exertion  of  his  aiit|iqrity,  were  quit« 
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indecent  In  their  fefiivity  and  public  rejoicings ;  bonefiret 
blazed  in  every  town  almoft  in  Holhndy  and  medals  were 
ftruck,  infulting  the  memory  of  a  prince ^ho  mighi  have.  "^ 
d^d  loved  and  xevered,  had  he  known  how  to  moderate 
tnofe  high  paffions  which  ever  prove  ruinous  in  a  popular 
government^  (A). 

WILLIAM  had  fet  at  liberty  the  prifoners confined  in  The prifi* 
the  caftle  of  Louveijlein^  on  condition  they  ihould  not  be  re*,  ntrsre- 
ftored  to  their  employments  \   but  his  remains  were  fcarcely  leafed  and 
cold,  when  the  deputies  were  reinftated  with  fuch  diftinc-  reinjiated* 
'  tions,  as  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  an  infuh  to  the  de* 
'  ceafed.     Even  the  court  was  divided  into  parties,  and  en*> 
'  gaged  in  oppofite  interefts.    The  princefsjdo wager,  mother 
'  to  the  late  ftadtholder,  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  death  of  her 

-  fon,  becaufe  under  his  government  ihe  loft  that  authority 

-  which  ihe  enjoyed  jn  the  lifetime  of  his  father.  As  to  the 
■young  princefs  his  widow^  already  afflided  with  ^he  mif*. 
-fortunes  of  her  royal  father  and  family  in  England  (he  be- 

-  came  inconfolable,  until  it  pleafed  heaven  to  revive  her 
^  hopes,  and  moderate  her  grief,  by  the  birth  of  a  young 
-prince,  eight  days  after  the  death  of  his  father*    . 

>     As  the  ftates  general  had  been  ftrongly  linked  with  th*. 

prince  of  Orange  m  the  fame  intereft,  his  fudden  lofs  caufed 
^i  general  confternation  in  that  aflembly,  of  which  he  was         •     \ 
;'the  foul  and  invigoratfhg  principle,  though  he  had  no  voica 
:in  the  ftates.     Their  firft  refolution  was,  to  notify  this  fa* 
.:^tal  event  to  all  the  provincial  ftates.     Holland  was  no  fpouer 

acquainted  with  it,  than  the  ftates  met  to  deliberate  on  chc^ 

;  ,  ^  BASNAGEt  p.  177,     La  vlc  de  princes diemoifne  daOrangear 

^    (A)  William's  genius  was  vaft  At  his  death,  he  was  only  in  the 

^nd  comprehenfive.     Though  24th  year  of  his  age,   yet  he. 

^ht  had  never  been  in  the  field,  had  made  gi'eat  progrefs  in  the 

Jie  was  deemed  a  great  general,  mathematics,  fortification,  and 

't&heriting  the  quaTities  of  a  hero  all  the  fcience s^  at  the  fame  time 

^irom  his  anceftors,   which  he  that  he  fp6ke  fluently  the  La* 

>^%n proved   by  the  dofefl  appH-  tin,    EngUJhy    French,    Italian, 

^tion  and  moA  Intenie  iiudy.  Spanijhy  and  High  Dutch,    In  a 

:  His  cooflitutioii  was  faturnine,  word,  he  was  a  prince^    who, 

:^^s   filence  remarkable,  and-  all  had  he  been  feated  on  a  throne, 

'j\Cis  paffions     abforbed  in   that  woald  equally  have  commanded 

>fng]e  one  of  ambition.      His  cfteem  and  rcfpeft.      Vid.  La 

yperfon  was  not  only  handfome  vie  des  princes  du  maifon  d^ 

^  and  elegant ;  but  the  features  of  Orange, 
his  face  beautiful,  and  manly. 

A  a  4  neceflary 
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Tie  fiatts  ntceflary  dieafures.     They  cbarge4  their  deputies  tf)  affurc 

ofWoV      the  ftates  general,   that  they  would  facrilice  their  rcfent" 

land  rr-    ments  to  the  pubjic'  good,  and  ftriflly  adhere  to  the  condi- 

ionciled  to  tions  of  the  union  of  Utrecht ^   and  the   reformed  relif>ic/, 

the  ftates  agreeable  to  tho  decree  of  the  fynod  of  Dordrecht.    Next, 

general,      ^jjpy  refolved  upon  fending  a  deputation  to  ail  the  provinces^ 

to  conjure  them  to  fend  to  the /fc^K^  deputies  from  their 

own  body,  to  deliberate  on  the  prelent  circumftancesof  the 

republic.     The  projedt  was  approved  by  the  ftates  general, 

^nd  the  deputation  was  well  received  in  all  the  provinces, 

A  third  refolution  bf  great  impdrtancc  to  the  province,  Itkc- 

>  wife  paffed  the  ftates  o( Holland.     It  was  determined  to  limit 

that  influence  aflumed  by  the  counts  of  Holland  and  the 

ftadtholders,    in  the  eleSion  of   the.  ma^iftrates   of  the 

-^      cities,  by  which   they  qftcr)  g:Wned  an  unaue  influence  in 

the  provincial  ftates,  and  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates  general; 

and  to  referve  to  themf^Ives  the  nomination  to  public  offices, 

fo  military  preferments,  and  all  employments  of  profit  or 

power.     They  likcxVife  ordered  that  the  guards  about  the 

pf  ince  ikould  be  the  troops  of  the  province;  and  that  all  the 

rights  and.  prerogatives  ufurped  by  the  ftadtholder,  ftonid 

jlow  be  annexed  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  states  pf /fc/iW. 

^11  the  rempnftrances  of  the  young  princcfs  dowager  had 

»o  effcft.     The  infftnt  fon  w?s  ftrippJpd  in  the  cradle  <rf  all 

the  honours  enjoyed  by  his  anceftors,  apd  fupported  wirb  a 

dignity  that  •  rendered  their  names  immortal.     ZeaJandM- 

JoW^  the  example  of  Holland,  and  feized  the  opportunity  of 

lecovering  all  the  prerogatives  of  the  province, 

TfiOuqH  the  prjncefi  dovagcr  was  differently  affe&<J 
with  her  daughter-in-law  at  the 'death  of  her  fon,  M 
(lill  laboured  for  the  aggrandizement  of  her  grandfon  fro^ 
|hc  ipoment  of  his  birtb>  ^d  yrith  tha^  view,  wrote  cir- 
cular letters  to  all  the  provinces,  perfuaded  it  would  give  ^^^' 
yerfal  f^isfaftion,  that  the  illuftrious  fanjMy  of  the  founders 
of  the  republic  was  pot  extinft,  and  that  a  child  was  boriif 
who  would  fupport  the  edifice  reared  by  the  hands  of  his 
;inceftors.  She  hoped  likewife,  that  the  ftates  would  ioveft 
(he  infant  with  all  the  dignities  of  ftadtbotder,  ^s  (oon  as 
they  deKberatcd  upon  that  fubjcft.  Nor  was  Ae  princtfs 
miftaken  in  her  reliance  on  the  affe&ions  of  the  peop'^l 
however  they  were  difgufted  with  th^  ambition  of  the  late 
prince,  they  loved  the  family,  and  regarded  thcinfaiit^j 
the  only  remaining  blood  pf  thofe  heroes  who  had  rcfcueq 
Jhc  provinces  from  tyranny,  mifery,  and  oppreffion,  and^i^ 
peicru}iar  gift  of  hcaveil,  to  lecurc  their  religion  and  li^^!?| 
againft  future  cncroachmcnt5.  Hoyvcver,  the  ftates  gcnci"* 
'5'    • .    -.  ^o^wi^i 
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contented  tbemfclves  with  a  promife  "to  the  princcfs,  that 
they  would  forward  her  letters  to  the  provincial  ftares, 
though  they  could  not  but  think  creating  a  new  ftadtholder 
unfeafonable,  as  tfie  youth  of  the  prince  required  a  lieutenant*, 

WILLIAM  the  Third,  h\/ie  Hercu^esj   was  from  his 
birth  to  encounter  difficulties.   The  firft  difputes  arofe  about  DrfpuUi 
his  bapiifm,  the  next  about  h"s  tutelage,  and  the  third,  which^^  hit 
threatened  the  diflblutiou  of  the  government,  appcarred  on  bis  guardian^ 
entering  upon  the  adminiftration.     Deputies  from  the  ftates//?'/^. 
general,  from  the  ftatcs  oi  Holland  and  Zealand^  and  fronv 
the  cities  of  Amjlerdam^  Leyden  and  Delfts  offered  themfejves 
as  fponfors  for  the  infant.     This  honour  was  accepted  Vith 
pleafure,  and  followed  bymagnificent  prefents  to  the  young: 
jiinc6  and  his  family.     The  princefs  royaJ,  his  mother,  was 
or  calling  him  Charles^  ig  compliment  to  the  memory  of 
her  father ;  but.the  grandmother  objeded  to  that  unfortunate 
name,  and  preferred  the  name  of  IrilUam^  as  the  moft  popu- 
lar and  aufpicious.    The  pomp  with  which  the  child  was 
bapiifcd,  was  cenfured^y  the  more  prudent  republicans,  and  T 

n^any  perfons  were  ofFended  at  the  old  dowagei's  defiring  ^  .^ 

that  the  duke  of  York  might  not  be  prefent  at  the  cere^e 
mony.-— With  all  her  fenfc  and  manly  ideas,  that  princcfi 
was  tinctured  with  a  truly  /eminine  fuperftition. 

The  ceremony  of  the  prince's  baptifm  had  occafioned 
contentions  only  between  the  grandmother  and  mother  ; 
but  the  choice  of  his  guardians  was  a  matter  of  greater  difll*. 
culty.  The  honour  was  claimed  by  a  variety  of  princes^ 
who  hoped  by  this  means  to  come  in  for  a  confiderable 
flbarc  in  the  government  of  the  republic,  and  to  cxercife  the 
fun(£lions  of  the  ftadtholder.  The  candidates  were  don 
^nufnuel  znd  don  Lewis,  princes  of  Portu^al^  defccnded  from 
a  daughter  of  JVilliam  I. ;  Philip  Lewis,  prince  palatine  of 
thci?^/W,  likewife  defcended  from  a  daughter  of  the  fame 
prince  of  Orange  \  and  the  prince  palatine,  of  the  family  of 
Deux  Fonts,  Who  claimed  an  affinity  to  the  young  prince. 
ile  offered  to  rcfide  at  his  own  expence  at  the  Hague^  .  / 
ibould  he  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  guardian :  his  propo* 
fals  were  fa/ourably  received  by  the  grand  council  j  but- 
they  could  not  be  complied  with,  out  of  regard  to  the  t\ec^ 
tor  q{  Brandenburgb,'v/hoh2id  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
princp  FrekericJienry.  Both  the  grandmother  and  mother  fent  . 
in  their  feveral  claims  on  this  occafion,  as  the  moft  legitimate 
and  natural  guardians ;  but  as  they  could  come  to  xio  under** 
i^andbg  amons  themfelves,  the  council  declined  deciding 
in  favour  of  either.  At  laft,  a  will  of  the  late  prince's  be- 
ing prcfentod*by  his  fttrctary,^  turned  the  fcalc  in  favour  of 
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the  princefs  royal,  though  neither  fefs^,  name,  or  date  ap- 
peared to  the  teftament.  In  this  rough  draught  William^ 
intentions  were  vifible ;  his  princefs^  was  nominated  guar- 
dian to  the  infant,  in  cafe  &e  (hould  happen  to  be  with 
child  at  his  death  \  and  15,000  pounds  fterling  were  affigned 
for  her  jointure.  The  old  dowager  and  the  eiedor  of  Bran- 
denburgb  violently  oppofed  any  decifion  upon  proofs  fo  un- 
certain ;  the  difpute  ran  high  5  it  was  fubmftted  to  a  court 
of  judicature,  and  at  length  compromifed  in  the  following 
manner.  That  the  princefs  royal  fhould  be  chief  guardian 
of  her  fon,  and  have  the  difpofal  of  all  offices  about  his  per- 
fon  ;  that  the  ele£lor  of  Brandenhurgh  fhould  be  joined  to 
affift  her  in  the  management  of  the  young  prince's  perfon 
and  affairs;  and  that  the  princefs  dowager  (hould  in- 
^  fpecl   an'd    fuper intend    their    conduS.       The   two   lat- 

ter appealed  to  the  grand  council, 'and  the  decree  was  al- 
tered J  it  being  now  determined  that  the  princefs  royal,  as 
'  mother  to  the  infant,  fliould  be  guardian  on  the  one  hand, 
A.  D.     and  thcprincefs  dowager,  ele£lor  of  Brandenhurgh^  and  count 
1651.      Landjhdrgy  on  the  other,  as  reprefentatives  of  the  father  5. 
A  grand         The  enfuing   year  commenced  with  a  grand  affembly  of 
qffemhly  ^theftates  general,  on  the  i8th  day  o{  January.     Here  they 
fbejiates,   del. berated  on    the   means   of  maintaining    the    union  of 
JJtrechU  and  the  reformed  religion  eftablifhed  by  the  fynod 
oi  Dordrecht^  on  the  election  of  a  ftadthold«:r,  on  fubjeding 
the  army  to  the  orders  of  the  council  of  ftate,  on  preventing 
the  effeas  of  corruption  in  the  ftates  general,  on  the  requi- 
fition  of  the  province  of  Brabant  of  fending  deputies  to  the 
Aates  general,  on  a  general  amnefty,  and  feveral  other  par- 
ticulars.    With  refpefl:  to  the  firft  point,  the  ftates  general 
went  over  to  the  fentiments  of  the  ftates  oi  Holland  ^  and  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  choice  of  all  officers  and  magiftrates 
fliould  be  in  the  difpofal  of  the  cities,  and  that  not  only  the 
common  foldiers  and  the  for-ces  *ih  general,  but   even  the 
prince's  guards,  fliould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  ftates 
general,  and  the  ftates  oi Holland,     In  ajivord,  the  bufinefs 
of  the  aflembly  was  to  heal  the  wounds  of  fa£lion,  unite 
parties,    confolidate   the  republic  into    one   homogeneous 
ijiafs,  and   fecure  public  liberty  againft  all  future  attacks, 
by  revoking  all  the  powers   and  prerogatives  formerly  be- 
flowed  on  the  ftatholders. 
Arrt'valof     ^^^^^  ^^  ftates  general  were  occupied  in  eftablifliing 
the  Porta-  ^'^  tranquillity  of  tho  ftate,  and  fixing  the  plan  of  govern- 
gucfc  am-  ttient,  don  Antonio  de  Sufa  Macedo  arrived    in  the  quality  of 
bajfador,    ambaflador  from  his  Portuguefe  maj.efty.     On  his  taking  his 
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£?at  ill  the  ftates  general,  he  complained  that  the  republic 
})ad  vUlated  the  rights  of  nations^  in  obliging  him  to  enter 
the  Hague  privately,  and  refufmg  him  ^n  audience  for 
months.  He  recapitulated  the  fervices  done  the  republic 
"by  king  SehaJiiaHy  and  faidj  that  notwithftanding  her  ingra^ 
titude,  the  king  was  now  tajcing  meafure$  for  re-eftablifhing 
the  ancient  amity  between  the  ftates,  not  from  weaknefs, 
iut  from  aa  incUnation  to  fpare  the  efFufion  of  chriftian 
blood.  He  concluded  .with  giving  an  eftimate  of  the  forces 
andfhipping  oi  Portugal^  ajid  demonfirating  to  the  republic^ 
that  this  was  ^he  furjsft  barrier  againft  the  encroachments 
,of  his  catholic  majefty^  Immediately  the  deputies  entere4 
into  feveral  conferences  with  him,  and  demanded  reftitutioa 
of  alt  the  fofts,  fettlements,  and  territories  of  which  the  re- 
public was  deprived  in  courfe  of  the  war,  from  Rio-real  to  .  • 
$iara,  including  all  the  flaves,  cattle,  fugars,  and  other 
efFedts  ;  indemnification  for  the  lofTes  fufiained  by  the  in- 
terruption in  commerce,  and  ceffion  of  the  ifland  of  St* 
Thomasy  and  the  Jfrican  coaft  from  cape  Lepo  Gonzales^  to 
the  river  Coanza.  Incenfed  at  thefe  extravagant  demands^ 
the  ambaiiador  quitted  Holland  precipitately,  without  the 
ceremony  of  taking  leave,  or  notifying  his  intentions  to  tho 
ftates.                                   '      '   ^ 

The  difputes  with  the  Portuguefe  minifter  were  followed 
hy  violent  contentions  in  the  cities  about  the  eleflion  of 
magiftrates.  Dordrecht  in  particular  was  all  in  motion,  and 
the  nobility  augmented  the  public  tonfufion,  by  chufing 
this  particular  time  for  reviving  the  claims  to  the  ancient 
right  of  feats  in  the  provincial  affemblies.  They  produced, 
feveral  ancient  afts,  proving  that  the  ftates  were  formerly 
compofed  of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  the  deputies  of  the 
pities  J  jind  Maximilian  of  Burgundy  pretended,  that,  as  the 
moft  ancient  of  the  nobility,  he  had  a  right  to  reprefent  the 
whole  body,  to  the  cxclufion  of  all  the  other  members. 
This  divifion  among  themfdves  weakened  the  weight  of 
their  influence,  and  the  ftates  gladly  embraced  this  opportu- 
nity of  rejefting  their  prctenfions. 

Amidst  all  thefe  civil  diffenfions,  commerce  flouriflied  State  cf 
more  than  ever,    and  the  republic  engroffed  the  trade  of  the  Dutch 
EuropCy  as  England  had  not  yef  recovered  the  calamities  con-  commerce^ 
iequent  on  tfie  entire  revolution  in  the  government,  and 
Frame  was  wholly  employed  in  difputes  between  the  crown 
and  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  nobility  ftruggling  in 
defence  of  the  relics  of  liberty.     Yet  it  received  feveral 
interruptions  from  the  attj^cks  of  the  corfairs  of  Tunii^  and 
fpvers  of  4kjfrs  and  Saleei  Even  the  French  privateers  made 
,    ,.  no 
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Jio  fcrupic  of  attacking  the  Dutch  merchantmen ;  but  tbofe 
piracies  were  Xoon  fuppreffed  by  the  public  fpirit  of  two 
merchafits,  who  equipped  a  fquadron  of  froall  men  of  war 
at  their  own   cxpence,    cleared'  the  fcas,  and  fufficicntly 
rcimburfed  themfelvcs  bv  the  great  number  of  captures. 
But  the  greateft  obftruaion  to   trade  arofc  from  Englattd* 
His  catholic  majefty  had  difpatched  an  ambafiador  to  the 
parliament,  offering  to  punifii  the  murderers  of  the  Englifi 
refident  -At  Madrid^  to  admit  t\it  Engli/h  (hipping  into  all 
the  ports  of  Spasn^  and  to  exclude  the  fleet  under  prince 
Rupert.     He  likewife  acknowledged  the  fovereign  authority 
of  the  parliament;  all  which  was  conftrued  into  an  oblique 
reflcftion  on  the  dilatory  conduft  of  the  ftates  general,  who 
had  hitherto  declined  punifliing  the  murderers  of  Dorijlaus^ 
7he  Hates  ^^  acknowledging  the  fovereignty  of  the  parliament.     Zm* 
take  mea-  ^^^^  prcffed  with  eagcrnefs,  that  all  manner  of  fatisfaSion 
furesfor    fhould  be  given  to  the  parliament,  and  the  titles  and  autho- 
thejecurity  rity  of  this  illegal  government  acknowledged  \  but  the  argu- 
cf  com-      ments  of  the  deputies/ made  no  impreffion  on  the  otbct 
nwrce,        provinces.     Determined  upon  revenge,  th  parliament,  on 
various  pretences,  feized  upon  the  Dutch  (hips  trading  to  the 
ports  of  France^  Spain^  and  Portugal.     They  infifted  like- 
wife  upon  fearching  their  men  of  war  j   they  forbid  theif 
trading  to  the  Caribees^    and  took  other  violent   meafures, 
which  feemed  to  threaten  an  open  rupture.     To  repel  thcfe 
injuries  and  proteft  the  trade,  admiral  Van  Irorrip  was  fta- 
tioned  with  a  fquadron  ofF  the  Stilly  iflands,  which  raifcd 
apprehenfions  in  the  parliament,  that  the  ftates  had  a  defigQ 
to  feize  upon  them  as  a  convenient  ftation  for  incommoding 
the  Englijh  commerce.     In  this   fituation,    Cromwelk  P^"^' 
feftly  mafter  of  the  art  of  diffembling,  fent  an  embaf^'  to, 
Holland  with  overtures  of  a  treaty  offenfive  and  deftnfivc 
between  the  two  republics.     The  duke  of  Tork  was  at  this 
time  at  the  Hague,  where  St.Johfty  the  Englijh  envoy ^  M 
the  prefumption  in  a  public  walk  to  difpute  the  precedence, 
with  him  ;  which  being  obfcrved  by  the  printe  palatine,  h'S 
generous  mind   was  fired  at  the  indignity,  he  pull^  off  the 
envoy's  hat,  and  bad  him  lefped  the  Ion  and  the  brother  of 
his  king.     St.  John  put  his  hand  upon  his  fword,^refufed  to 
acknowledge  either  the  king,  or  duke  ofTorJ^  ;.but  the  po- 
pulace taking  part  with  the  young  prince,  compelled  him  ta 
Di/putes     f^^^  refuge  m  his  lodgings.     Complaints  were  rhadc  by  the 
njuiththe    ambaflador  to  the  ftates  generaf,  who  advifedjhc  d"fke  ^^ 
Englifli     Tork  to  retire'to  one  of  the  prince  oi  Oranges  palaces  in  t\ic 
tnvoy.       country,  and  expreffed  their  forrow  for  tie  accident  in  ai^; 
apology  to  the  Englijh  mintfter.  *  ^mMeren'y  kndtix  other  de- 
puties) 
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\  futies^  were  now  appointed  to  deliberate  upoo  Xhf;  infiruej' 
tiony  font  to  Si.  John  and  Stri£ikndy  who  nrll  dcnfjanded  iri 
))igh  terms  fatisladion  upon  the  m^xAe^is  of  ,J)oriJ2au5\  • -, 

I    ^hich  had  been  fo  long  licglcdted,  through  the,  dilatory    .        ,..*^ 
I     forms  of  the  Da/^A  governqient.     This  the  Z)«/riaofwered^  ^ 

I .  by  pfefehtine  a  long  lift  of  debts  due,  on  account  of  (he  de- 
I    predations  of  the  Englijh,     The  JEngliJh  ambafladpr  immedi-  .    . 

(    atcly  rejected  the  account,   bepaufe  it  chiefly  <ionfifted  of  

»  Dutch  veffels  taken  in  an  illicit  trade  with  the  revolted  Eng^ 
F  lijh  plantations,  A  continuation  of  the  queen  ofBohhnia^ 
^'  penfion  was  like  wife  demanded  by' the  i)«/^i,  for  the  pay-^ 
^  oicntof  which  the  ftates  general  ftood  engaged,^  but  this 
^1  was  alfo  refufed)  the  ambajfadors  alledging,  that  the  penfioa 
was  granted  by  the  late  king,  without  the  confent  of  hii> 
»  parliament.  A  variety  of  other  demands  were  m^de  ;  but 
i  all-  of  them  received  with  fo  infolent  an  air  of  fuperiority  by^ 
t  the  Englijh^  that  nothing  could  be  expelled  froml  this  nego- 
r  Ration,  as  it  W4«  not  imagined  the  Dutch  would  gamely  re- 
i   cede  from  To  many  demands '. 

;  .  ^OT  perhaps,  th^  greateft  obftruftion  to  the  treaty  arofe  Ohflmai^ 
t:    troin  tardinal  Miiarin^  who  above  all  things  dreaded  the  ons  to  the 
i    alliance  mentioned  in  th^  lifetime  of  the   late  prince  ot  treaty pi^" 
%    Orange^  hctwetn  England  acid  Hollands.     It   is    true^   thtfo/edfy 
i   prince  was  too  intimately  coiinefted  with  the  royal'  family' ^.^^  ^^g' 
i   of  England^  to  fuffer  ;a  projefl  fo  detrimental  to  their  intereft!^^^* 
f   to  take  effeflt  ;^  befpre  his  death,   bo  con^jluded  a  treaty 
againft  Spain  y/lth  the  cardinal,  on  condition  that  the  French 
inif)ifter..ihouJd  aifiil  in  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuart  family/ 
Thus  theintrigucs  of  JWtfJMrm,  and  the  friends  of  thehoufe 
oi  Orange^  cfFeftuaUy  impeded  the  propofed  unioin  between 
the  two  commonwealths,   which  was  only  propofed  by. jS/» 
Jihn^  and  never  t^en  into  ferious  confideratioa.    Irritated 
at  this  difappbintment,  at  the  difrefpe(^  fhewn  in  many  In* 
ffsfnces  to  their  ainWflador,  at  the  partiality  of  the  Z)«A:iJ  in 
their 'demands^  at  th^ir  refufal  to  make  the  required  fatisfac- 
^on  for  the  unatoned  barbarities  committed  at  Amhoyna^ 
ipon  after,  the  eftabli(hmcnt  of  t\ii  EngUJh  and  Dutch  Eaji 
India  companies,   the  parliament  refolved  to'chaftifc  the 
4^res  geoeraly,  and  evince  their'  fuperiority  by  the  moft  vi-. 
gorous  .mfafutes,  .  Thcfe  notions  were  confirmed  by  St»      .    -  • - 
/^/^/t,  who  laboured  1  to  give  G-^/^W/ and  the  people  adif^. 
advantageous  opinion  of  the  Dutch,  to  perfuade  them  that 
Aothirjg' was  fo  defirablc  to  Halknd  as  an  opportunity  of 

\  :.      ^  ^      .....  , 
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'difputihg  the  fovcrcignty  on  the  ocean  afiiimcd  by  thi 
'  '^  EngViJh.^ 
7he  t'voo  WHA't  the  Dutch  regarded  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  a 
republics  rapture,  was  the  aft  of  navigation  pafled  in  England.  This^ 
en  the  point  xhon^  one  of  the  moft  falutary'laws  ever  propofcd  in  the 
of  coming  Engl^  parliament, '  Was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  t>uui 
toarup-  commerce  i  and  its  taking"  place  at  this  time,  when  the 
^^^*  minds  of  the  people  were  heated  by  a  variety  of  other  acci- 

dents, could  not  but  be/egarded  as  an  harbinger  to  further 
declarations.  Abftrafted  from  other  confidefations,  the  aft 
was  in  itfelf  alarming  to  the  provinces,  as^  it  prohibited  all 
nations  frbm  importing  any  merchandife  into  England-^  but 
what  was  the  prdducc  of  the  country  to  which  the  Ihrp  be- 
longed ;  and  the  commodities  from  Jfia^  Africa^  or  Ami* 
rica^  to  be  imported  \ti  any  other  \hzvi  Snglifb  bottoms* 
This  blow  levelled  direftly  at  Holland^  as  the  UuUh  uaffic 
confiftdd  wholly  in  tranfporting  foreign  commodities  from 
OTih  country  to  another.  Ambafladors  were  immediately 
^  difpatched  to  England  \  -and  they  were  received  with  grca^ 
^  formality  ty  the  new  commonwealth,  wHidb  had  by  this 
time  granted  letters  of  marque  to  divers'  (herchants,  who 
complained  that  their  fhips  had  been  unjuftljr  confifcated  in 
iJ?//^;/^,',  though  in  faft  they  were  only  detained  by  way  or 
.reprifal. '  It  was  eafy  to  difcover  from  the  tone  of  theltori 
ambafladors,.  that  they  were  apprehenfive  of  a  rupture,  and 
powerfully  awed  by  the  commonwealth.  The  j?»^/j^  rofe 
proportioriably  in  their  demands,  infiftetf  not  only  upon  fi- 
risfaftion  for  the  barbarities  at  Amboyna^  but  on  the  fum  of 
two  mrlliorts,  to  repair  the  lofles  they  had  fuftain'ed  from  the 
Dutch  in  other  parts  of  the  Eaji  Indies^  in'T^trfia^  Mufifrbji 
and  Greenland.  They  alfo  demanded  the  punifhment  of  thef 
murderers  af  Dorijlaus^  reparation  oftheinfults  offered  to 
their  ambaflador,  and  an  apology  for  the  intercotirfe  carried 
on  with'the  late  king,  during  the  civil  war*. 

Demands  fo  infolently  made,  and  exorbitant,  fired  thcf 

republic,  and  convinced  the  ftates   general,  that  vigorow 

meafures  alone  could  bring  to  reafohable  terms  the  new  cofli- 

monwealthy^  They  cpuld  not  brook  the.  homage  required 

hy  \}^t  Engltjfh  at  fea,  and  their  vain-glorious  pretenfions  to 

r^^Dutch  the  fovereignty  ofche  ocean.     The  mere  ftriking  to  their 

prepare      flag  was  in  itfelf  trifling ;  but  the  uncertainty,  whether  they 

for  war.    might  not  Idefire  to  extend  their  right,  appeared  to  the  ftates 

a  mattei*  of  importance,  which  ought  to  be  checked  before 

precedents    were  eftabliflbcd.      The  EngUJb    had  already 

'^  Grot.  lib.  6.  p.  44.  Bas^aoBi  ibid. 
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claimed  the  right  of  examining,  not  only  their  merchantmen 
for  illicit  goods,  but  even  the  Dutch  men  of  war ;  they 
migbt  in  courfe  of  time  affume  the  power  of  direfiing  the 
deifination  of  their  fleets,  "and  even  prcfcribing  whether 
the  republic  ihould  maintain  any  fleets  at  all  upon  the  ocean. 
The  tribute  demanded  by  the  Englijh  iot  the  liberty  of  filh- 
ing  on  the  Britijh  coafts,  appeared  unreafonable  to  the 
Dutchy  though  this  perhaps  was  the  jufteft  demand  of  the 
parliament.  For  time  immemorial,  a  fortieth  herring  had 
been  granted  ;  but  now  the  number  was  augmented,  and 
the  tribute  rendered  exorbitant.  To  oppofe  thofe  encroach-  ^^  j)^ 
ments  on  the  rights  of  nations,  the  flates  equipped  with  the  i^r2.* 
utmoft  expedition  a  prodigious  fleet,  confifting  of  150  fhips  .  * 
of  war,  part  of  which  they  fent  under  the  command  pf 
Martin  Van  Tromp  into  the  Channel,  to  convoy  their  home- 
ward bound  merchantmen  (A). 

The  firft  hoftilicies  previous  to  a  declaration  of  war,  were  ,  ^ 

commenced  by  the  Englijh.  One  of  their  fliijJs  of  war  fall- 
ing in  with  a  fleet  of  Dutch  fiihermen,  demanded  the  ufual 
tribute  and  homage  ;  which  being  refufed,  the  man  of  war 
funk  one  of  the  Dsach  fhips,  with  all  its  crew ;  a  fad  that 
is  varioufly  related,  juft  as  it  happens  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of 
the  different  parties.  Complaint  of  this  a£lion  was  imme"  HofiiHties 
diately- made  to  the  Engiijh;  and  the  ftates  refolutely  de- fo«w«- 
clared,  uhlefs  the  captain  was  punilbed,  they  fhould  be  ced. 
forced  tomakt  reprifals.  As  no  notice  was  taken  of  the 
demand)  they  immediately  laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  Englijh 
ihippii^  in  their  ports,  Tromp^  before  his  departure,  de- 
fired  the  minutefl:  inftru£tions  with  refped  to  his  condud  to- 
wards xheEngliJk  He  acquainted  the  ftates,  that,  during 
the  late  king's  reign,  it  Was  ufUal  to  pay  homage  to  the 
Englijh  R^g  upon  the  Britijh  coafts,  and  in  the  Channel  j 
but  that  fcarce  an  inftanceoccurred  where  this  compliment 
Was  required  on  the  open  fea.  To  avoid  therefore  the  ne- 
ceiSty  of  entering  upon  any  difputes,  or  of  acknowledging 
the  fuperiorttyofthe  parliament^  the  ftates  ordered  he  (hould 
not  approach  tlie  Englijh  coafts,  unlefs  forced  by  circum- 
ftances.     Lord  Clarmden  alledges,  that  the  admiral  had  in- 

(A)Readerswho  would  make  Mare  Uberumy  and  the  anfWer 

themfelves  perfedly  acquainted  called  Mare  claufumy  wrote  by 

with  the  difpute  about  the  fove*  the  learned  ^rldin.     To  enter 

reignty  of  the  ocean»  and  the  upon  fuch  a  controverfy  would 

right  of  iiihiQg  upon  thtBritifi?  be  exceeding  the  province  of 

coaftsy  may  confult  the  learned  an  hiflorian. 
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ftru£tions  to  anfwer  the  Englijb^  if  they  demanded  a  compH-' 
menc  to  their  flag,  that  the  dates  had  out  of  refpef^  paid  ho- 
mage to  the  kiug*s  flags,   from  a  defire  of  maintaining  a    ' 
good  cor^efpondence  with   that  court ;    but  that  circum- 
'  Itances  being  altered,  they  now  thought  theififelves  at  liberty 
'  to  a£t  otherwife.     Should  this  reply  prove  unfatisfa£lory« 
\  his  orders  were  to  defend  himfelf  with  vigour.     Thcle  in- 
firu£^ions,  i>e  fays,  were  iflued  from  the  admiralty  ;  but  his 
lordfliip  feems  miftakeo  in  the  powers  of  that  board  ^. 

After  Van  Trornp  had  cruifed  for  feme  time  on  the  coaft 

of  Scheveling^  he  was  driven  by  a  violent   northerly  wind 

'  towards  i^i^rt^rx,  where,   for  the  fccurity  of  his  flect<j  he 

failed  for  the  Channel,  and  ftationed  himfelf  between  Dovef 

7bi  batik  ^^^  Calais  ;  but  in  paffing  the  Dowm^  where  admiral  Bhkt 

§f  the       lay  with  a  fleet  of  fix  and  twenty  men  of  war,  he  was  fa- 

f>owiii*     lilted  with  adifcharge  of  cannon,  without  (hot,  as  a  lignal 

for. him  to  fay  the  compliment  of  lovvering  his  topfails  to 

the  EngUjh  flag.  Dutch  writers  affirm,  that,  previous  to  this, 

he  difpatchcd  two  o\  his  captains  with  compliments  to  Bourn, 

.  the  Engltjh  commodore,  and  to  alTurchim  that  he  bad  been 

.  driven  to  that  flation  by  ftrefs  of  weather.    Be  this  as  it 

may,  it  is  certain  that  T^romp  paid  no  regard  to  the  fignal 

*  made  by  the  Englijlj  admiral,  who  upon  this  fired  a  ball  at 
him,  which  he  retur^i^d  by  , a  whole  broadfidc.  Immedi- 
ately an  engagement  enfued)  vvbich  was  maintained  for  the 
ipace  of  four,  hours  with  the  utmoft  fury 'and  conduS^ 
Commodore  IBiourn  arrived  critically  with  eight  ihips  to  the 

'  affiftance  of  the  Englijh  ;    upoii  .which  Tromp  retired  behind 

*  the  Goodwin-Sands,  with  th^  lofsof  two  fibips,  one  of  whkh 

*  was  funk,  and  the  other  taken.  No  Dutdf  writer  of  au- 
thority pretends  to  affirm,  that  the  lofs  of  ^t  Englijh  waa 

'equal,  though  they  alledge,  that  the  feafonable interpofition 
6t  night  probably  faved  the  enemy  from  deftrudion.     Nor 

'  is  this  at  all  impoflible,  confidering  the  great  fuperiority  t)f 
Tromfz  fquadron,  and  his  own  ability,  which  was  in  no  re- 
fpe<Sl  inferior  to  that  of  the  Englijbman.  Van  Tromp,  in  his  let- 

\  ter  to  the  flates  general,  reflei^s  feverely  on  the  infolent 

'  carriage  of  Blaie,  which  reduced  him  to  the  neoefficy  of  re- 
turning his  jfire ;  and  alledges,  that  he  bore  two  broadfides 

..from  the  Englijh,  by  which  feveral  perfons  perMbed,  before 

'^he.  gave  the  fignal  to  engage.  In  proof  of  this,  his  biogra- 
|Aer  quotes  a  letter  from  tlfc  Englijh  admiral,  in  anfwer  to'  a 
meflage  fent  by  Tromp  M  demand  the  prifoners  j  and  it  muft 

.  beconfefled,  that  here  Blake  has  fhewn  his  high,  untradable 

k  'GtJTttRit»«  Hift.  ofEngl.bockiii.p.  ii6o. 
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JJHrit,  a(fu*hing  to  himfelf  fuch  an  air  of  fuperlority  as  inoriti 
fufpicion  that  he  waS  the  aggreffor.  It  Is  however  irtipoiSbie 
to  afcertain  the  truths  except  oh  presumptive  cvidtrice,  thfij 
Accounts  on  both  fides  being  fo  diametrically  oppoiite  and  r  ' 

'  contradictory  ^ 

In  London^  the  riew^  of  this  battle  fb  cxafperated  the  po-  fj^^  ^.^..^ 
pulactj  that  thty  ittfulted  the  Dutch  arhbaffadorsj  who  "^^rt  .j-g^/^^ 
forced  to  flielter  themfelves^'under  the  proteiftidn  of  the  par-  embaJTy  t$ 
liameht.     They  endeavoured  to  appeafe  the  public  refent-  England; 
taent,  by  demon  it  rating  that  Trontp  had  lio  orders  to  fight  j[ 
that  he  ftood  only  in  his  own  derence,  and  could  not;  with- 
but  h^tatdibg  his  rfeputation^  avoid  repelling  Jthc  grofs  in- 
fu!t  oiFered.     The  ftates  likewlfe  knt  Jtdriah  PauiO^  in  qua- 
lity of  ambaffador  extraordinary,  to  confirm  this  allegation^' 
by  laying  before  the  parliament  Fan  Tramp's  letter  to  the 
ftares,  and  like  wife  the,  infoient  anfwer  he  received  from 
^/iTife  before  the  battle.   lie  cjDnjured  them  to  enquire  difpaf- 
fionately  into  the  particulars  of  the  affair ;  alluring  the  com- 
Tftohwtafth^  that  if  it  appeared  their  adriiiral  had  aftually  ref 
ttftd  to  compliment  the  EngUJh  flag,  he  feotild  be  puniflieJ 
by  the  ftates  general   for  his  prefumption.     Certarin  it^  \si 
that  now  xhtDuUh  fincferely  wifted  an  accommodacibn; 
They  intreated  the  parliament^  by  the  coitiftnon  ties  of  reli- 
^bn  ahd  liberty,  to  fct  on  fo^  a  negotiation  5  but  poffibly 
thpboldnefs  oi  hlah  bad  fhdok  their  refolution^  and  ton- 
vrnced  them  by  this  firft  trials  that  England  \Vas  not  to  be  re- 
tfiicfed  to  rciafon  by  violence;     No  regard  was  paid  to  the 
^nibaflador"s  remonftranceis  j    on  th^  contrary^  the  govern-  ' 
toent  of  England  affe<9:ed  to  flight,  in  the  moft  Contcmptu-t 
bus  mannerj  the  folemh  aflliranCes  of  the  ftates  geherd,  and 
te  conftrue  their  earnefiriefs  ©f  avoiding  a  i-upture  into  dread 
^  the  Engiifly  courage.      Cromwel  and  Bond  Were  ferit  td 
Tiovir  to  encourage  'Blaki  and  the  feamen,  to*thank  thent  ^ 
for  their  delicate  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  common- 
Wfealjth,  and  to  provide  ihe  fleet  with  every-*ceefl*ary. 

Trfrs  conduct,  arid  the  orders  ifliied  for  augmenting  the 
haVy  with  forty  more  fail,  could  not  be  regarded  by  the  Sates 
general  inany  other  light  thanari  open  defiance,  ^nd  declared 

.  Molutlon  of  cdmihg  to  a  rupture.  In  tonlcquence  they  re^  ^#  j^  ^ 
tailed  their  ambaffi  ors,  and  publKhed  a  manifefto,  ^P^^ify- _^^^^" -^. 
]^%  tbei  injuries  they  had  fuftained^  which  Was  ainfwered  by  '^  ^  ^ 
ahdthtr  trom  the  parliament.  Little  ftrefs  can  belaid  oH 
thofe  declarations^  in  which  both  fides  aflert  hardily,  and 
lupprefs  every  circiimftance  that  refle^is  light  on  their  real 

^  La  i^c  dc  Cornel  Van  'trorop,  p.  16. 
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intentions.  Sufficient  it  is,  that  Cromwel  poilibly  imagined 
it  neceflary  to  divert,  by  a  foreign  war,  the  attention  of 
the  people,  from  confidering  the  ambitious  fcheme  of  fo-* 
vereignty  he  had  proje^ed  ;  and  that  the  Dutch^  grown  rich 
by  commerce,  elated  with  profperity,  proud  of  liberty,  and 
infolently  confident  of  their  naval  force,  were  rejoiced  at 
an  opportunity  of  aiTerting  an  equality  with  the  Englifi 
commonwealth. 

The  Dutch  ambafladors  having  in  their  return  met 
with  Van  Trempy  ofF  Ziriczee^  Pauw  advifed  him  to  attack 
'  Jfcough  oti\)\s  way  from  Barbadoes^  with  three  Dutch  prizes 
richly  laden.  This  meafure  was  embraced,  but  difcon- 
certed  by  violent  .contrary  winds,  in  which  Van  Tromp*% 
ileet  was  {battered  and  difperfed,  many  {hips  not  having 
been  able  to  join  him  in  the  Texel^  for  feveral  weelcs  af* 
Van  Ga-  ter.  Van  Galen^  however,  was  fent  with  a  fquadron  to 
len  dtfeati  the  Mediterraneani  to  oppofe  in  that  fea  the  Englijb  com- 
Bodcly.  modore  Bodely.  Blake,  ever  vigorous  and  alert,  feized 
the  opportunity  of  Van  Tramps  abfence,  to  aflert  his  coun* 
try's  right  to  the  Briti/h  fi{hery.  With  this  view  he  fleer* 
ed  to  the  northward,  attacked  the  Dutch  fi{henes  off  Shet* 
tandj  took  their  whole  convoy  of  twelve  men  of  war,  but 
fufFered  the  fHiAng  buffes  to  efcape,  on  a  promife  never 
to  return,  without  leave  from  the  Englijh  parliament  ;  an 
a<St  of  generollty  highly  blamed  by  the  hiflorians  of  that 
country.  Van  Tromp  purfued  Blake  to  the  north  j  but  his 
.fquadron  fuffered  a  fecond  time  in  a  hard  gale,  juft  as 
he  had  ^iven  the  fignal  to  engage,  as  if  the  elements 
had  confpired  againft  the  glory  of  this  hero. 

VAN  Tromp^s  misfortunes  rather  animated,  than  dif- 
couraged  the  {lates  general.  They  promoted  de  Ruyter^  af- 
terwards fo  famous  in  hiflory,  to  the  command  of  a  fepe* 
rate  fquadrofi,  confiding  of  fifty  fail,  ordering  him  to  pro- 
ttSt  a  rich  fleet  of  homeward-bound  merchantmen.  Ruyter 
was  of  obfcure  birth,  and  he  had  raifed  himfelf  to  diflinc- 
.tion  by  dint  of  extraordinary  merit,  from  the  rank  of  a 
cabin-boy,  unfupported  by  patronage,  or  thofe  fpecious 
qualities  which   fometimes  fecure   the  friend{hip  of    the 

irreat,  to  the  undeferviog.  He  now  firft  appeared  in  qua- 
ity  of  xommander  in  chief,  and  his  condudt  foon  ju{lified 
the  eledion  of  his  countrymen.  Near  Plymouth  he  met 
with  admiral  Jfcough^  with  whom  he  began  a  furious 
canonading  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  alone  fuf- 
tained  the  whole  fire  of  the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  for 
/an  hour,  and  at  length,  by  an  extraordinary  effort  of  intre- 
pidity difengaged  himfelf,  joined  the  reft  of  bis  fquadron, 

and 
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find  ranevired  the  attack  with  fuch  impetuoiit/,  as  obligedl 
the  enemy  to  retire,  after    nioft  of  their  fhtps  bad   ex-»  DeRayter 
haufted  alJ  their  ammunition.    Afcough  had  a fquadron  little  fif^^Li^^ 
inferior  \.o  de  Ruyter\\  he  behaved   with  the  utmoft  gal- ^^£"*"* 
lantry,  was  once  furrounded  with  nine  of  his  (hips  by  the 
Dutch,  extricated  himfelf  by  a  defperate  pufh,  which  broke 
the  cnemy^  tore  their  (hips,  and  gained  the  weather-gage  5 
but  ftill  he  was   conftrained  to  confefs  his  inferiority  by- 
withdrawing    from   the  battle*     Next  day,   being    rein-* 
forced,    the   engagement   was    fenewed    with    redoubled 
eagernefs,  both  fides  fuffered  extremely,  and  at  laft  the 
fquadrons  feparated,  as  if  by  mutual  confent ;  on  the  third 
day,  each  admiral  claimed  vi£tory,  with  almoft  equal  juf<* 
tice.     Both  laboured  under  difad vantages,  JfcoUgh  wanted 
ammunition,  and  Ruyter's  orders  were  difobeyed,   either 
from  want  of  fkill  or  courage  in  his  officers  ;   but  the 
greateft  proof  of  the  advantage  gained  by  the  Dutch,  was^      -V 
that  the    merchant-fleet    under  Ruyter's  condu£t   arrived 
untouched  at   Amfterdam,  and  the  Englijb  took  (belter  iit 
Plymouth.     To  this  viftory,  if  it  may  be  called  one,  fuc-*' 
ceedied  another,  not  lefs  bloody,  but  more  decifive.     Van 
G^/i?;?  had  attacked  Bodely  in  the  Mediterranean,  and^^with 

!;reat  valour  fought  and  defeated  his  fquadron,  though  he 
oft  bis  life  at  the  clofe  of  the  engagement  K 

Meantime  Ruyter  was  under  great  perplexity.  The 
lafta£lion,  though  upon  the  whole  to  his  advantage,  was 
however  a  convincing  proof  of  the  enemy's  fkill,  courage^ 
and  obftinacy ;  while  it  afforded  but  too  ftrong  conviSion, 
of  the  want  of  difcipline  and  valour  among  his  own  of- 
ficers. He  doubted  not  but  Blake,  with  a  fuperior  fleets 
would  revenge  the  caufe  of  Afcough  \  and  that  admiral's  - 
vigour  and  impetuofity  were  evinced  fufficiently  in  the  affair 
with  Van  Tromp*  Under  thefe  apprehenfions,  he  acquaint-* 
cd  the  ftates  general  with  his  fituation,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  his  being  foon  attacked  by  the  enemy's  united 
fquadrons.  The  ftates  immediately  r^folved  to  fend  Van 
Tromp  to  take  the  chief  command,  and  join  Ruyter  with 
a  flrong  reinforcement  5  but  Tromp''s  late  undeferved  mis- 
fortunes, had  rendered  him  unpopular.  Without  being 
able  to  tax  his  condufl:,  the  people  had  murmured  againft 
the  event  of  his  two  laft  expeditions.  The  ruin  of  the 
herring  fifhery  had  excited  commotions  in  Zealand  and  Tutnutu 
Holland',  Van  Tromp  was  like  to  fall  the  facrifice  of  igno-  in  HoU  . 
f^nce,  while  his  character  was  adored  by  all  men  of  un-  land. 

^  La  vie  de  Ruyter,  par  Brandt,  p.  52.^ 
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cjerftanding.  Ip  defpiie  of  his  fcr vices  in  quality  of  lieti- 
tenant-admiral  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could  juftify  himfelf  fufliciendy,  to  be  retain- 
ed in  the  command.  Fear  of  the  people,  or  envy  of  hia 
glory,  had  even  raifed  him  enemies  in  the  ftates  general, 
and  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty.  The  public  difcon- 
tent  was  augmented  by  the  great  loffes  fuftained  in  ti-ade, 
the  BngUJh  having  taken  and  deftroyed  a  fleet  o^  forty  fail 
from  Spain  and  rortugaU  and  fix  (loops  richly  laden  from 
^  the   'Eaji  Indies.     Now  Van  Tromp  was  divefted  of  his  com- 

mand, without  which  the  mob  was  not  to  be  appealed, 
and  de  Ruyter  was  removed  to  make  way  for  admiral  dt 
lyit.  Ev<:n  this  promotion  did  not  give  univerfal  fatif- 
hOion,  the  failors  loved  their  two  gallant  ofRceis  ;  and 
thouch  they  had  the  utmoft  confidence  in  their  new  leader, 
^  yet  did  they  grumble  at  the  facrifice  made  of  two  heroes 
to  a  faftion.  Tbofe  who  had  fet  foot  on  fhore,  refufed 
leturnin^  to  their  (hips,  unlefs  half  a  year's  wages  Were 
advanced,  and  their  comrades  on  board  mutinied  againft 
the  orders  iflued  to  prevent  their  landing ;  all,  in  Ihort,  re- 
fufed  to  obey  the  inftrudlions  of  the  admiralty,  and  the 
magiftrates  of  Amjierdam.  Vigorous  meafures  wete  ne- 
ceilary  to  fupprefs  a  fedition  of  fuch  dangerous  confer 
quencea.  A  party  of  foldicrs  was  marched  againft  the  mu- 
tineers, vvho  were  forced  on  board,  after  leavtfig  two  of 
the  ringleaders  in  the  hands  of  the  magiftratesj  who  im- 
mediately gave  orders  for  their  execution.  This  ftruck  a 
terror  into  the  feamen,  and  produced  the  defired  effed, 
the  failors  returned  to  their  duty,  and  an  amnefly  wa$ 
pafTed  to  fecure  their  gratitude,  by  ;in  a£l  of  kindneis  and 
lenity ;  but  unhappily  this  well-timed  a£t  became  the  fub- 
je6^  of  freih  difputes,  becaufe  the  provincial  ftates  in- 
fiiled,  that  the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam  had  ufurped  their 
prerogative,  by  afluming  the  power  of  pardoning.  It  were 
cafy  ipdeed  to  juftify  the  conduA  of  the  magiftrates,  upou 
the  principle  of  neceffity.  The  exigency  was  prefling :  it 
would  not  admit  of  time  to  aflemble  the  ftates ;  yet  aftef 
Ibme  altercation,  they  were  obliged  to  make  fatisfadion^ 
and  acknowledge  publickly  that  they  had,  in  critical  cir- 
eumftances,  prefumed    upon  exerting  an  authority  which 

did  not  belong  to  them  ^ One  of  the  greatell  incon- 

veniencies  of  a  a  republican  government,  where  the  va- 
riety of  different  rights  and  departments  wnder  them  pcf- 
plexed  and  dilatory^ 

^,BiV€NAGSy    p.    2C^. 
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Iw  com|)lianCc  with  the  humoi:r  of  the  fcamen,  and  from 
a  juft  renfex>f  his  extraordinary  merity  Ruyttr  wis  ggaia 
reftored,  and  aflbciated  with  de  ff^t  in  the  command.  1  heir 
fleets  joined  off  Dunkirk^  and  it  was  conceived  they  fuoulcj 
fail  in  queft  of  the  Englijh  admiral,  the  intrepid  Blake^  who 
was  equally  impatient  to  come  to  an  engagement.  By 
tTiis  time  the  Bnglifi  admiral  was  returned  from  the  north,, 
and  his  fleet  being  refitted  with  aftoniihing  difpatch,  he 
was  (leering  in  purfuit  of  the  en^my.  The  vaft  booty  he. 
had  taken  in  his  hte  fortunate  cruize?,  ferved  only  to 
whet  his  ardor ;  and  as  he  had  acquired  immenfe  wealth 
without  danger,  he  now  refotved  to  obtain  glory,  v/ith~ 
out  the  teaft  view  to  private  advantage,  or  fordid  purpo(es*» 
With  thefe  generous  fentiments  on  both  fides,  the  fleets 
came  in  fight  of  each  o^«r ;  which  determined  Huyter  to 
make  ufe  of  a  ftroke  'of  policy,  which,  if  improved  by 
his  cotlegue,  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  Englijh,  He 
drew  up  behind  a  fand-bank,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  frcured 
him  from  the  larger  Englijb  fhips,  and  obliged  Blah  to 
attack  with  maniftft  danger  and  difadvantage.  l^he  utility 
#f  this  meafure  was  apparent  the  moment  the  attack  be-  Another 
gun.  The  enemy  divided  into  three  iqu^drons,  bprey^^/^'^'- 
down  with  the  admiral,  in  the  Soi^eign^  at  the  bead,  bu| 
this  ihip  with  three  other  firft  rates  ftruck  upon  the  AVw*^ 
iijb  Knocks.  Encouraged  by  an  accident  which  j;reatly  i'v* 
miniftied  the  Englift)  ftrength,  ds  tVit  abandorwed  bis  fi»u- 
ation,  and  determined  to  engage  on  the  open  fea,  whepe 
he  hoped  to  give  a  better  account  of  the  enemy*  than  if 
feparated  from  them  by  a  mound.  Ruptr  olgt^cd  to  hii» 
propofal ;  but  de  Wit^  who  had  more  ardor  and  courage 
than  naval  fkill,  purfued  his  own  refolution,  and  ioon  per- 
ceived his  error.  A  furious  battle  was  joined,  dtrrirtg: 
which  the  commandos  on  both  fides  performed  the  moft 
gallant  a£tions ;  the  failors  too  of  each  nation  fi^rhttng  with 
ftrprifing  courage  and  perfeverancc.  The  Engiifi  (hips  got 
off  the  Ibank,  and  de  Wit  foxm^  that  he  bad  made  a  falfe> 
rfSmate  of  their  ftrcngth ;  but  relying  upon  the  ability  of 
RujieTy  and  the  intrepidity  of  the  fearaeni  he  fought  with 
tite  utmoft  obftinacy,  until  night  feparated  the  comba- 
tants. TTiough  the  Dutch  beheld  with  horror  the  flaughten 
ihade  by  the  Sovereign^  in  which  Blake  fought  in  peribn, 
and  though  they  vwre  equally  aftonifted  and  abaflied  by. 
the  courage  of  the  Englifi)^  yet  de  Wit  prOpofed  refrew-  T^^Dutch 
ing  the  engagement  next  morning,  in  hopes  the  fuperiority  ^^crfted  in 
he  had  in  point  of  nwnber  would  in  thje  en4  preyaiL.^«''''V 
Rmter^  however,  better  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of/^^.f^hf. 
.     Bb  3  the  / 
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flie   EngUJhy   oppofed  this  refolution,  and  both)  at  laS,^ 

agreed  to  make  all  poffible  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Holhd^ 

though  they  faw  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 

The  Dutch  rear-admiral  was  taken,  but  be  had  the  fatis- 

fa£tion   of  feeing  the  captor    funk  foon  after ;  another 

Dutch  man  of  war  was  {battered  to  pieces,  and  funk  by  tbe 

Sovereign  ;  their  lofs  was  greater,  but  both  fides  fo  artfully 

diflembled  this  circumflance,  that  to  afcertain  the  tnith} 

z%  this  diftance  of  time,  would   be  impoffible.    Upon  the 

whole,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  vi3:ory  declared  clearly  in 

favour  of  the  Englijh,  who    not  only  offered   battle  next 

day,  but  purfued  the  Dutch  with  their  frigates,  until  thef 

liin  into  the  Goree  "». 

Tumults  in      In  this,  as  in  the  preceding  «n|;agcments,  heavy  coO' 

Ifott^Qd.    plaints  were  made  againft  the  captains  arid  inferior  ofiicerst 

The  fjidqiirals  no  fooncr  touched  the  Ihore,  than  they  ac* 

cufed  their  officers  of  cowardice  and  negled  of  duty,  whils 

the  officers  recriminated,  by  charging  de  Wit  with  ipifcon- 

du£b  and  rafhnefs,  to  which  they  attributed  the  lofs  of  theii 

pipping.     The  ftates  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  partie^ 

and  reflore  peace  and  unanimity.     They  perceived  that  ^ 

Wit^^  ardor  occafioned  his  throwing  blame  on  thofe  whofc 

caution  he  conftrued  into  timidity ;  that  the  admiral  was 

chiefly  in  fault,  but  that  his  error  arofe  from  an  excefs  of 

intrepidity,  and  a  glorious  refolution  of  fignalizing  himfelf 

in  the  caufe  of  his  country ;  a  fpirit  which,  at  this  jundure^ 

was  rather  to  be  cheriflied  than  reprefled.     It  was  therefore 

Ifae  endeavour  of  the  government  to  excite  an  emulation,  to 

remove  all  caufe  of  contention,  and  preferve  the  uttnoS 

harmony  ^ipong  the  officers.    Their  zeal  proved  fuccefsful; 

liever  did  there  appear  fuch  an  univerfal  fpirit  of  revengej 

and  national  honour  ;  the  crews  of  merchantmen  offered 

their  fervices  to  the  republic  \  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  lofTes 

fuflained'  from  tempefts  and  battles,  were  repaired  by  tiiil 

equipment  of  a  formidable  armament*,  confifting  of  fevcnty- 

two  fine  fliips  of  war.    Van  Tramp  was  reftored  to  the  coffl'- 

mand,  both  in  juflice  to  his  reputation,  and  becaufe  d^  ^. 

was  confined  by  illnefe  ;  and  he  had  orders  to  convoy  a  fleet 

of  300  merchantmen  to  the  Lizard,    Between  Dover  anJ 

F$ikflone  he  dcfcried  the  Englijh  fleet,  amounting   only  ta 

forty  large  men  of  war ;  he  bore  down  j  and  Blake,  with 

his  ufual  intrepidity,  fcized  the  occafion  of  j^oining  battle. 

On  the  agth  of  November  the  fight  began,  at  eleven  in  the 

fprpnoop,  with  inexpreffible  fury,  and  continued  (o  fi^  ii) 

P  La  vie  dc  Ruyt^r,  p.  58^ 
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the  evening.  .  The  firft  fire  from  the  EngUJh  admiral  wa* 
fuftained  by  vrcc-admiral  Evertzon^  and  Ruyter^  who  were 
a-head  of  the  fleet,  and  in>the  moft  imminent  danger,  when 
Van  Tromp  came  up  to  their  ^relief.     The  fcale  was  now 
turned  againft  Blakiy  who  found  himfelf  furrounded,  and  in 
great  danger  of  falling  a  vi£tim  to  his  impetuofity,  had  he 
not  fortunately  been  refcued  by  the  intrepid  efforts  of  two  of 
liis  captains,  who  broke  through  the  enemy,  fuftained  theit 
whole  fire,  and  carried  the  admiral  out  of  danger.    In  the  Van 
end,  victory  declared  for  the  Dutch  admiral  ;  Blah  was  Tromp 
wounded,  his  own  ihip  (battered,  two  others  taken,   as  defeats  tbi 
many  burnt,  and  one  funk ;  and  this  with  the  lofs  only  of  Engliih 
one  (hip  of  the  Dutch  fquadron,  which  was  blown  up  by  admiralf 
an   accident.     Van  Tromp'^s  conduct  was  gallant ;    but  his 
viftory  was  obtained  by  numbers,  and  we  may  venture  to 
fay  that  he  blighted  his  laurels  by  his  vanity  ;  having,  after 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  proceeded  in  his  voyage  with  a 
broom  fixed  to  his  main-top-maft,  intimating  that  he  would' 
fweep  the  Channel  clear  of  the  Englijh. 

A$  this  war  was  wholly  naval,  the  operations  of  the  con* 
tending  parties  were  not  confined  to  the  Channel.    Both 
had  armaments  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  the  Dutch  fupplied 
'  the  lofs  of  Van  Galenj  by  appointing  admiral  Cats^  an  officer 
of  merit,  to  the  command  of  his  fquadron.     On  his  arrival 
'  at  Leghorn^  Cats  found   that  captain  Appleton^  with  eight 
'  (hips,  had  taken^(helter  in  this  neutral  port.     He  defired 
'  the  duke  of  Tujcany  would  withdraw  his  prote<Slion,  and 
•  fuffer  him  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  harbour,  or  force 
them  to  the  open  fea.    To  this  the  duke  anfwered,  that  he 
>  was  at  peace  with  England  and  Holland f  both  their  fquadrons 
!  ivere  welcome  to  his  ports ;  but  hoflilities  committed  there  « 

'  vrould  be  a  grofs  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
\  highcft  infult  to  his  fovereignty.    Not  fatisfied  with  this^ 
Cats  was  prepaiing  to  attack  the  Englijh^  when,  undercover 
I  of  the  night,  Jppkton,  who  was  jgreatly  inferior  in  ftrengtb, 
!  quitted  the  port,  and  fteered,  with  a  favourable  gale,  clear 
of  the  enemy.     But  the  Dutch  were  obliged  to  combat  not 
only  the  open  force  of  England^  but  the  pirates  of  the  French 
nation,  to  the  incredible  damage  of  their  commerce.     The 
civil  diibrders  of  that  country  gave  exiftence  to  a  fwarm  of 
privateers,  who  pillaged  the«  &ips  of  all  nations  without 
diftinftion^  but  chiefly  of  Holland^  becaufe  the  trade  of  the 
republic  was  the  moft  flouri(hing,  and  the  (hips  the  richeft^ 
M.  Boreel  had  orders  to  complain  to  the  French  coort,  to  de- 
mand redrefs,  and  to  intimate  that  a  ifrong  fquadron  was  ' 
^fViJpping  to  retaliate.    At  the  fame  time  admiral  Cats  had 

B  b  4  inftru^on4 
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inftruftions  40  clear  the  Mediterranean  of  private's,  an4 

protcA  the  tiutcb  commerce^  without  rcfpcft  to  the  flag  ojf 

neutral  nations.  Ci7/i  executed,  perhaps  exceeded  his  orders ^ 

for,  aftpr  taking  fcveral  privateers,  he  drew  up  before  fia&n, 

and  menaced  the  goveriior  with  a  bombardipent,  if  \^^W' 

pitted  Dutch  captures  tq  be  cstrried  to  that  harbour.    The 

phriftian  king  refented  the  remonftrancc  of  Bored^  and  was 

highly  incenfed   at  the  infolenf  conijufb  of  admiral  C0s\ 

i)Ut,  upablc  to  rcdrdfs  himicjf  otherwife,  he  demanded  pay^ 

ment  from  ^^^  ftates  general  of  feveral  Aims  due  to  hi^ 

frown  fincc  the  w?^r  between  Spain  and  tKc  XJnited  Prmmu 

Thi^  denian(i  was  contefted,  a^  the  money  was  advanced 

by  treaties  formed  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  con- 

f rafting  parties  \  and,  after  fome  Iharp  fdtercatiop,  dropped 

^ortheprcfentn. 

\  NoTWiTHSTANi>rNG  the  late  vidory  gained  by  Ym 

Srompj  the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  arms  lyas  not  anfwerable  IQ 

jhe  fanguine  expectations  of  the  republic.     The  failorj,  ac- 

puftomed  to  wealth  and  victory  in  all  their  encounters  witl^ 

the  Spaniards^  were  difappointed  in   not  reaping  the  faipe 

^molfiment  Trom  their  blpotjy  difputes  with  the  Enghp» 

perc  fortuAe  was  various  j  they  had  been  pftener  detcatci 

than  vi<Stori<>u3,  and  even  their  fucceffe?  iy e^ e  4iTBiniflied  by 

the  terrible  flaughter  with  which  they  were  obtained.    Sc: 

yeral  pf  their  rjcheft  merchantmen  had  fallen  into  the  haDd? 

of  the  enemy,  and  an  entire  ftpp  was  put  to  the  beneficial 

iierring-fifhery,  by  which  fo  many  poor  families  were  fup- 

ported.     Tf'his  begot  difcpntent,  which  ifoon  produced  facr 

tion  and  difcord.     One  party  demanded  a  ftadtholder,  aivj 

another  remained  fixed  in  their  refolutiqn  of  oppofingin- 

variably  the  ambitious  df figns  of  the  hpufe  of  Orange,  ibc 

former  ailerted,  that  the  war  could  never  be  pu|hed  with 

yieour  uptil  a  ftadtholder  dir^ded  the  operations ;  and  the 

pt^er  aflerted,  that  the  reftoration  of  that  dignity  would  bq 

the  ruin  of  liberty.     Tumults  arofe  in  Zealand,  and  in  par- 

Tlit^pU"  ticular  at  Middleburgh^  where  the  mob  afiembled  in  a  riotou? 

ijTftf  in       planner,  and  demanded  a  captain-gei^eral  of  the  houfe  of 

Zealand    Orange.  They  were  inftjgated  by  ):he  clerj^y,  tlic  faft  feicnds 

&'y'^^    ot  that  family  5  jmd  the  diforder  came  to  fp  dangcrou?  a 

**^j"         height,  that  the'  ipagiftrates  of  Flufiingy  MtddUbprgh^  vA 

n?if*?!''      other  town;,  were  dppofed.    Nothing  vvas  worn  but  ^ 

Orange  Ijvery,  and  ^ftt^  was  np  fecurity  in  the  ftrects  wiAr 

<>ut  4  fcarf  of  this  colour.     Nepeffity  obliged  Ae  ftates  of 

%aland  to  bil  in  witl^  fhe  h)inpioHi:  pf  the  peoples  be&ies^ 
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the  uifluence  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  wa$  fo  confiderable  xtx 
'  this  affembly,  that  it  was  fuppofed  their  inclination  likewife 
led  them  to  rcprefent  the  neceffity  of  this  meafure  to  the 
ftates  of  HoUand.  The  infancy  of  the  priace  of  Orawge  was, 
jiowever,  an  objcSion  to  the  propofal ;  but  this  might  be 
removed  by  fubltituting  his  coufin,  the  count  de  Najfauy  hi« 
Jieutenant.     Aware  of  the  confequences  of  popular  coqi  •  <• 

motions  at  fo  critical  a  iunfturc,  the  ftates  of  Holland  fent 
four  deputies  to  Zealand'^  hut  before  their  arrival  at  Middle* 
hurghy  the  ftates  of  ZWa/t^h^  adjourned.  They  demand- 
ed that  the  aiTembly  fliould  be  convoked  ;  the  people,  ap<- 
prehenfive  of  the  confeqi^ences,  oppofed  it,  ^nd  bdleged 
the  deputies  in  their  houfes.  At  length  they  v^ere  forced 
to  retire  privately  in  the  night,  to  avoid  being  facrificcd  to 
popular  r^ge  ana  fury  **. 

Whek  the  ftates  of  Zf^W  again  met,  the  deputies  re«« 
turned,  under  the  efcort  of  a  party  of  foldiers,  who  con- 
cluded them  fafe  to  the  ai&mbly,  and  took  poflei&bn  of  the 
doors,  fo  ijeep  off  the  mob.  They  laboured,  with  all  the 
powers ^of  reafon  and  oratory,  to  difplay  tlje  fatal  cpnfe-  ,\ 
quence^  of  yefting  any  fiogle  perfon  with  the  executive 
power,  and  the  command  of  the  fe^  and  land-forces,  at  3 
time  wl^en  faction  ran  fo  high  as  to  endanger  public  liberty ; 
but  they  poidd  not  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  ftatps  of 
Zealand^  who  appeared  overawed  by  the  people,  and  influ- 
enced by  thp  family  of  Orange.  They  departed  With  a  ge- 
neral anfwer,  and  happily  efcaped  being  iofuJted  by' the 
peopljc,  who  were  brpught  into  good  humour  by  the  refo* 
lute  behaviqur  of  thf  (Iflfes,  The  difpute  now  lay  betweien 
the  two  provincial  ftates,  and  became  fo  warm  as  to  threaten 
a  diftblution  of  fhe  union  pf  TJtrecI^i.  As  to  the  other  pro- 
vince$,  they  appeared  divided  fimong  themfelves,  fomc 
towns  requiring  one  things  fome  another,  though  a  majority 
declared  foj:  a  ftadtbplder,  under  limitations  and  reftri^ions, 
|vhich  were  gbfolutje|y  i^cjedijiecl  by  the  %ealanderu  At  length, 
as  if  by  nuitu^l  agre|;ment«  thefe  <:ivil  contentions  fubi^died^ 
ai^d  yielded  to  the  gen^fal  ard/^r  for  profeputing  the  war 
Vs'ith  vigour,  andl  opposing  the  forrnidab]^  arf?}aipgnt  equip- 
ped by  the  Englijb.  to  reyej)ge  the  late  difgracc. 
'  Towards  the  cjpfe  pf  the  ypar  Tfomp  arrived  in  ^?- 
landy  witK'  a  prodigious  fleet  of  merchantmen  uo^^r  bjs  A.  !?• 
convoy  j  an4  his  gaUapt  con^u^l  obtained  him  the  thapks  '^S^? 
pf  the  ftates  general.  It  was  refolved  to  ke^ep  him  in  the 
c^ipoianc))  an$I  to  augment  his  fleet  y^ith  all  poiSbie  dif- 
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patch.  The  enemy  had  called  forth  all  their  force,  and  the 
beft  officers  in  the  kingdom.  Monk  and  Dean^  afEfted  Blah  i 
in  the  command.  Ruyter  was  joined  to  Trompj  and  they  | 
fet  fail,  to  convoy  through  the  Channel  a  vaft  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen, homeward-bound.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
EngHJh  to  intercept  this  valuable  convoy ;  accordingly  they 
*  fleered  towards  the  ifle  of  Rhij  where,  on  the  8th  of  Fe- 

hruaryj    they  difcovered  by  break  of  day  the  Dutch  fqua-  , 
\  dron.     The  fight  began  under  Blaie  and  Dean^  feconded 

by  twelve  more  (hips,  and  the  charge  was  furious,  this  fmall 
divifion  ftanding  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.     Never  was  | 
anyengagement  more  terrible  or  obftinate  :  the  honour  of  j 
both  nations  depended ;  Blake  fought  to  retrieve  the  reputati  on  ' 
he  had  loft,  and  Tromp  to  maintain  the  laurels  he  had  won 
in  the  laft  battle.    Neither  fide  would  yield  the  victory ;  the 
Afeafighi  engagement  was  renewed  for  three  days  fucceflively ;  the  fea 
continues     was  covered  with  wrecks,  the  fun  obfcured  with  fmoke,  and 
for  three     the  air  pierced  with  the  dreadful  fliouts  and  (hrieks  of  the 
^J^'  combatants,  and  the  terrible  thunder  of  the  cannon.    For 

whole  hours  thefhips  engaged  board-and-board,  and  a  dead 
calm  happened,  as  if  nature  had  fufpended  her  operations 
to  attend  the  event  of  the  battle.  After  the  utnioft  exerti- 
ens  of  fkill  and  intrepidity  on  both  fides,  Tromp^  towards 
the  evening  of  the  third  day,  dr^w  off  his  fleet,  but  in 
fuch  good  order,  that  he  feemed  rather  to  decline  the  fur- 
ther  cffufion  of  human  blood,  than  yield  the  victory.  His 
lofs,  however,  amounted  to  eleven  men  of  war,  two  thou- 
fand  men  were  killed,  and  fourteen  hundred  taken ;  but  the 
Englijh  fleet  was  in  fo  (battered  a  condition,  as  prevented 
the  admiral's  purfuing.  Befides,  his  lofs  was  nearly  eqnal 
to  the  enemy's,  and  though  he  maintained  his  ftation,  be 
could  not  be  faid  to  have  gained  a  viSory.  The  En^iln 
however  claimed  it ;  and  Blake^  in  his  letter  to  the  par- 
liament, aflferts,  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  providence,  he  bad 
gu'ned  a  vi£lory,  and  taken  a  great  number  of  prifoners. 
onefires  were  lighted  in  all  the  towns,  and  the  Dutch  pri- 
foners conduced  in  triinnph  to  C^«/^riKry :  yet,  after  all, 
it  muft  be  confeffed  that  there  was  little  caufe  for  rejoicings, 
or  any  pretenfibn^  to  viftory.  Van  Tromp*s  fleet  was  in- 
ferior in  number,  as  he  was  forced  to  leave  one  divifion  for 
the  proteftion  of  the  merchant- fleet,  his  powder  and  fliot 
were  exhaufted,  and  the  merchants  clamorous  to  get  out  of 
the  reach  of  danger :  thefe  were  the  reafons  for  his  re- 
tiring ;  and  he  had  fufficiently  obtained  his  purpofe,  in 
fxuftrating  the  fcheme  of  the  EngUJby  tq  crufb>  at  one  blor, 

tb« 


w  Republic  of  Holland.  279 

the  United  Provincesy  by  the  tcUl  deftruftion  of  their  com- 
merce P. 

On  this  occafion,  Charles  king  of  England  wrote  to  M» 
Boreely  requefting,  that  the  flates  general  would  fupply  him 
with  a  fquadron^  in  which  he  would  embark  with  the  offi- 
cers round  him,  and  either  gain  a  vi6lory  or  a  period  to  all 
his  misfortunes  from  the  hands  of  his  rebellious  iubjeSs ;  * 

but  little  regard  was  paid  to  this  compliment,  which  pro- 
ixiifed  no  great  utility  to  the  republic.  The  ftates  preferred 
the  thoughts  of  peace  to  propofals  from  ti^hich  nothing  could 
be  cxpedled,  bcfides  the  fruitlcfs  honour  of  having  a  king 
fighting  their  battles.  A  thoufand  difficulties,  however, 
obftruSed  this  laudable  fcheme.     The  Englijh  were  endea-  • 

vouring  to  draw  the  queen  of  Sweden  into  an  alliance  againft 
the  republic,  and  Fan  Butningen  found  that  princefs  and  her 
miniftcrs  violently  prejudiced  againft  the  Dutehy  <m  his  tlx-- Negotia- 
rival  in  Sweden,    He  proceeded,  however,  to  lay  his  inftmc-  tionfimtb 
tions  before  the  Oxetiftiernsy  father  and  fon,  reprefenting  to  Sweden 
thetn,  that  the  treaties  between  the  crown  of  Sweden  and  ^^  ^^* 
the  republic  engaged  them  mutually  to  fupport  each  other's  "**"^* 
interefts.    The  Swedes  replied,  that  the  Dutch  were  the  ag- 
greilbrs,  and  the  authors  of  the  war,  by  the  treatment  which 
the  Englijh  ambafTador  had  met  with  in  Holland  \  an  alliance 
purely  defenfive  could,  therefore,  lay  the  crown  under  no        A 
obligation  of  engaging  in  this  war.  Buiningen  endeavoured        ^ 
to  fet  the  chancellor  right  in  thia  particular,  and  oppofed         '^^ 
with  all  his  might  the  intention  of  the  court  to  fend  an         ^'' 
embafly  to  London,    He  even  threatened  to  quit  Sweden  if 
this  refolution  was  perfifted  in  ;  but  he  was  given  to  under- 
ftand  the  queen  was  not  to  be  direScd  where  (he  fent,  or  to 
whom  ihe  paid  her  compliments.    All  that  the  Dutch  am- 
baflador  could  obtain,  was,   a  kind  of  promife  that  Sweden 
would  obferve  a  neutrality. 

Finding  all  his  endeavours  to  procure  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  1640  fruitlefs,  Buiningen  turned  his  thoughts  to 
the  court  of  Denmark^  where  he  promifed  himfelf  more  fuc- 
cefs ;  becaufe  it  rarely  happens  but  the  crowns  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark  embrace  pppofite  interefts.  Chrijlinay  jealous 
pf  his  negotiations  with  her  rival,  now  offered  her  media- 
tion to  procure  peace  with  England  and  the  republic.  JBai- 
ningen  liftened  to  the  propofal,  but  at  the  fame  time  privately 
purfued  his  application  to  the  court  of  Copenhagen^  in 
which  he  met  with  greater  difficulties  than  he  imagined^ 
&pm  the  extreme  circiirnfpeaion  of  the  king  and  miniftry. 
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Xbefe  the  J>Htchm0t  ftrove  to  remove  by  a  ftratagem>  which 
might  have  proved  a  fcvcrc  blow  to  the  Englijh  commerce. 
A  fleet  of  above  tareaty  fliips  of  that  nation  was  then  to  re- 
turn from  the  Baltic^  laden  with  naval  ilores.  Apprehcnfiv^ 
x>f  being  intercepted  by  the  Dutch  fquadron  cruifing  in  the 
Sounds  the  captains  defired  pern>i0k>n,of  the  king  to  (helter 
themfelves  in  the  harbour  of  Ccpenhdgen.  Leave  was  accord- 
ingly granted,  and  the  Duub envoy  had  infiuepce  enough  over 
th^  fovereign>  and  fo  thorough  a  knowledge  of  his  preva- 
lent pailion,  avarice,  that  he  perfiiaded  the  king  to  feize  the 
(hips,  and  confifcate  their  cargoes ;  hoping  by  this  means  to 
produce  ain  irreconcileable  breach  between  Denmark  and 
•  Mngland.  Some  writers  indeed  charge  the  whole  tranfadion 
on  the  king's  own  perfidy  and  avarice ;  but  Bafnage  aiErms, 
and  circumftances  corroborate  the  allegation,  that  it  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  perfuafion  of  the  Dutch  envoy.  The  fpi- 
rited  conduct,  however,  of  the  parliament  deprived  the 
Z}tf»{/2. monarch  of  the  fruits  of  treachery;  an  EngSJhfc^uz' 
dron  appeared  in  the  Baltic^  and  foon  forced  him  to  make 
refiitution  ;  which  at  the  fame  time  retarded  his  declaration 
i|i  favour  of  the  republic.  ChriJUna  likewife  cc  Derated  to 
frtiftrate,  the  propofed  alliance,  and  ufed  every  intrigue  and 
chicane  of  the  cabinet,  in  favour  of  the  parliament ;  but  in 
TnM  ^^  ^^9  ^*  ^^fi^j  the  Dutch  envoy,  who  fuccceded  BuU 
wfVitOeii-  ntngeuy  furmountcd  every  obftrudion,  and  finifhed  the  treaty 
mark.  wi3i  Frederick  IIL  In  confequence,  the  king  ftipulated  to 
equip  20  (hips  of  war,  and  the  fiates  general  to  pay  ^n  an- 
.  nual  fufafidy  of  i8o,000  rixdollars.  The  treaty  was  pffen- 
iive^and  defenfive,  it  being  agreed,  that  neither  party  ^ould 
conclude  peace  without  the  confent  of  the  other  ;  and  the 
Dutch  drew  this  advantage  from  it,  that  the  E^iyh  were 
excluded  the  benefit  of  trading  to  the  Baltic^  and  of  buying; 
up  fupplies  of  naval  llores,  the  king  of  Denmark  having  the 
abfolutie  command  of  the  Sounds  and  of  courfe  of  the  Baltic, 
In,  other  refpe£ts  the  alliance  proved  ufelefs  ;  for  the  king 
was  fo  apprehenfive  of  his  own  coafts,  that  he  would  never 
permit  his  ihips  of  war  to  join  the  Hollanders^  or  proceed  to 
any  diftancc  agabft  the  comracn  enemy,  notwithftanding 
the  repeated  remonftrances  and  complaints  of  his  allies'^. 
A  number  of  other  circumftances  likewife  contributed  to 
ffeftroy  the  expected  effe/SLs;  but  we  fliall  avoid  mentioning 
them/  as  they  will  more  properly  be  recited  in  the  Jiift^ry 
gf  Demari*  ^^ 
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Suck  was  the  fituation  of  the  republic  witli  refpe£l  to 
the  Nor^j  when  Cromwel  rejected  the  propofed  mediatioii 
I    of  the  crown  of  Swidm^  when  it  was  generally  believed 
that  alt  thoughts  of  peace  were  laid  afide ;  however,  the 
univerfal  dificontent  that  reigned  in  the  provinces,  and  the 
elevation  of  M.  de  Wit  to  the  office  of  penfionery  of  /fe/-  De  Wit 
iand^  in   the   room  of  M.   Pamv  deceafed,    made  gxt^madepen^ 
changes   in  the  politics  of  Holland.     M.  de  Wit  was  the/««^- 
fon  of  that  bargomafter  of  Dordrecht^   impnToned  by  the 
prince  of  Orange,    He  was  the  ftauhch  friend  of  liberty,  a 
perional  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Orange^  and  a  ftrenuous  ad« 
vocate  for  peate  with  England^  which  he  knew  to  be  the 
moft  effe£Jt\xzl  method  of  curbifig  the  ambition  of  this  fa* 
inily,  and  filencing  the  public  clamours  for  a  iladtholder. 
On  his  £rft  coming  into  the  adminiftration,'  be  applied  dili- 
gently to  cftrry  this  important  point,  and  to  iinifli  a  war 
which  anfwered  no  purpofe  but  exhatifting  the  finances,  and 
ruining  the  commerce.    For  the  greater  fecurity,  he  exadei 
an  oath  from  all  the  deputies,  that  they  would  religioufly 
keep'  fecret  the  propofitions  he  was  about  to  make ;  after 
Which  he  propofed  entering  upon  a  negotiation  with  the 
pariiamem  of  England^  without  imparting  the  defign  to  the 
other  provinces.     Ho/land  fupported  the  great  burthen  of 
the  warj  ii  Was  therefore  but  reafonable  this  province  (hould 
have  a  principal  (hare  in  negotiating  a  peace ;    but  it  wUi 
ncceflary  to  take  fomc  fteps,  before  the  defign  ftiould  meet 
with  obftruftion  from  the  other  provinces.     De  Wifs  pro* 
poiition  was  admitted  more  readily  than  he  could  expeA,  oit 
M.  Dolemoffs  (hewing  letters  which  he  had  received  front 

feneral  Aionk^  afluring  him  that  overtures  of  peace  would 
c  well  received  at  the  court  of  London^     Leyden  alone  op- 
pofed  the  meafure,  urging  that  it  was  a  grofs  Violation  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  but  this  obje£^ion  was  fuperfeded,  and  .. 
the  ftates  of  Holland  wrote  privately  to  the  parliament,  la-  ^/i^^'^' 
rtenting  that  two  powerful  maritime  powers,  conneded  by  1^^    .^l 
the  ties  of  liberty  and  religion,  (hould  employ  their  whole  Engljuad. 
force  in  deftroying  each  other.    '*  What  a  triumph  would 
"  this  be  to  the  enemies  of  the  reformation,  and  to  thofe 
**  who  hoped  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  naval  power  on 
"  the  deftrudion  of  the  mafters  of  the  ocean."  A  variety  of 
other  reflexions  were  added;  and  the  ftates  concluded  with 
requcfting,  that  the  parliament  would  pleafe  to  appoint  the 
time  and  plitce  for  a  negotiation  ;  otherwife  they  muft  com* 
mit  their  caufe  to  providence,  and  leave  the  event  of  a  juft 
and  neceflary  defence  to  the  Almighty,  who  would  not  fail 
to  punilh  that  pride  and  ambition  which  fliould  oocafion  the 
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effufion  of  To  much  chriftian  blood.    All  the  Dutch  writers 
unanimouily  deny,  that  the  republic  iiipplicateJ  peace  at'diis 
time,  as  is  aflerted  by  the  EngRJh  hiftorians;  thev  propofed 
it  indeed,  but  fpoke  with  the  freedom  and  manly  courage 
of  equals,  whofe  moderation,  more  than  their  inability  or 
fear,  rendered  them  defirous  of  terminating  a  ruinous  quar- 
rel, in  which  both  fides  were  lofcrs.     They  deny  that  any 
letter  was  ever  fent  to  Lenthal  the  fpeaker,  fuch  as  after- 
wards was  privately  handed  about,  under  the  title  of,  Tht 
bumble fuppUcaiion  of  theftates  of  Hol\iU[i6 spraying  the  Engliih 
Mijfaki  of  parliament  to  grant  peaces    This,  they  ailedge,  was  an  ar- 
/irrDtttch  tifice  of  CromwePs^  and  an  impudent  forgery  to  anfwer  his 
writers,    own  particular  defigns  upon  the  parliament*  .It  is,  however^ 
a  ftrong  argument  in  favour  of  what  the  Englijh  writers 
relate,  that  no  reafon  can  be  affigned  why  Cromwel  fhould 
take  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  forgery,  as  it  was  certainly  his 
intereft  that  the  war  (hould  go  on,  the  army  become  ne- 
ceflary,  and  the  legiflative  power  fubjed  to  the  executive; 
which  accordingly  happened  about  this  time.     Some  DuiA 
writers  alfo  infinuate,  that  Cromwel^  when  this  negotiation 
was  fet  on  foot,  tampered  with  the  envoys  about  a  treaty 
with  the  ftates  a^ainft  the  parliament.     An  infinuation  that 
has  not  the  lealt  fhadow  of  probability ;  for  now  Crmwd 
'    and  the  army  had  adually  diiTolved  the  old  parliament,  and 
fubftituted  a  wrong-headed  fet  of  fanatics,  entirely  at  their 
devotion,  as  a  nominal  legiflature.     The  truth  is,  the  ftates 
of  Holland  wiihed  for  peace,   de  Wit  propofed  it,  and  the 
letter  we  have  mentioned  was  fent ;  but  the  republic  was 
not  yet  fufficiently  humble  to  talk  in  the  petitionary  ftile  of 
that  fuppUcation  mentioned  by  the  Englijh  \  it  was  not  be- 
fore the  death  of  her  brave  admiral,  arid  the  deftrudion  of 
her  .fleet,  after  the  moft  obAinate  and  bloody  battle  recorded 
in  hiftory,  that  (be  had  recourfe  to  prayers,  entreaties,  and 
the  clemency  of  the  council  of  ftate  :  but  as .  this  event 
happened  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  authors  have  con- 
founded the  dates,  and  miftaken  the  petition  to  CronfVftl 
and  his  council,   for  the  letter  addrefled  to  Lenthal^  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons.     This,  however,  we 
muft  allow,  that  the  ftates  appointed  three  deputies,  Bevif'^ 
ning^  Nieuportj   and   Vander  Peter j    to  negotiate  a  treaty 
Viith  Cronrvoel.^  without  confulting  the 'parliaments  but  be- 
fore the  embaffy  fet  out,  or  the  inftrudions  were  dn»wn 
up,  admiral  7rompy  with  above  90  (hips  of  war,  fell  '** 
with  an  Englijh  fleet  of  the  fame  number,  but  greatly  fu- 

'  GuTHRis,  torn.  iii.  lib.  iii. 
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perior  in  fize  and  weight  of  metal,  under  the  command  of 
Monkf  Dean^^Pen,  and  Lawfin,  Before  he  fet  fail,  he 
complained  of  the  inequality  of  his  ftrength,  the  chief  part 
of  his  fleet  coniiAing  of  light  merchantmen,  converted  into 
men  of  war,  and  commanded  by  the  very  officers  who  had 
been  taxed  with  cowardice  in  former  engagements.  To 
Ihew  his  obedience  and  defire  of  ferving  his  country,  Tromp 
accented  the  command  3  but  acquainted  the  ftates  that  he 
could  not  anfwer  for  the  confequences  of  a  battle.  His  re- 
monftrance  produced  a  refolution  to  equip  with  all  ex- 
pedition a  fquadron  of  thirty  large  ihips  ;  but  before  this 
armament  was  got  ready,  Tromp*s  fate,  and  that  of  the 
republic,  were  decided.  His « inftrudions  were,  to  take 
under  his  convoy  an  outward-bound  fleet  of  merchantmen, 
and  to  efc6rt  back  to  Holland  another  fleet  of  near  300 
trading  veiTela.  This  commiflion  he  executed  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  that  not  a  Angle  (hip  fell  into  the  enemies  hands> 
though  he  was  clofely  purfued  to  the  height  of  Aberdemj 
Piqued  at  the^r  difappointment,  the  Englijh  reeked  their 
vengeance  on  a  fleet  of  flibing-boats,  and  fpread  terror 
along  the  coafls  of  Holland.  Van  Tromp^  determined  upon 
retribntion,  failed  for  the  Downs  to  fight  the  enemy;  but 
not  finding  them  in  that  ftation,  after  fuftaining  a  warm 
fire  from  Dover  cafl:le,  he  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Flanders, 
where  the  Englijh  fleet  was  defcricd.  They  immediately  Another 
engaged  with  eqiial  alacrity,  and  fought  with  incredible  y^^./^j^/, 
fury  till  night  interpofed.  Dean  was  killed  in  the  beginning  in  wahich 
of  the  a£tion,  but  his  lofs  was  concealed  with  admirable  the  Dutch 
prefence  of  mind,  and  the  battle  renewed  next  day  with  are  de- 
frefli  vigour.  Law/on  charged  with  the  blue  fquadron,  cofi^  footed. 
fifting  of  forty  flout  (hips,  with  fuch  impetuofity  as  forced 
the  Dutch  line,  and  would  have  taken  de  Ruyterh  ihip,  had  . 
be  not  feafonably  been  relieved  hy  Van  Tromp,  who  pierced  '- 
thro'  the  thickefl:  of  the  enemies  fire  to  his  affiftancc.  Tromp 
Was  engaged  by  Monk,  and  the  battle  raged  from  morning 
to  night,  each  party  being  ignorant  of  the  lofs  they  fuf- 
tained  amidft  impenetrable  clouds  of  fmpke.  At  laft  ammu- 
jiition  failed,  and  the  Dutch  gradually  flackened  fire,  and  at 
'aft  withdrew,  all  Tromp*^  menaces  and  perfuafions  being  un- 
able to  bring  his  officers  back  to  the  charge.  Their  fury 
funk  beneath  the  well -conduced  ardor  of  the  EngUJh,  the 
JJ^eight  of  whofe  metal  gave  them  great  advantages.  Tromp 
bad  been  twice  taken,  but  his  own  and  de  Ruyier*s  bravery 
fefcued  him  5  fix  of  hh  beft  ihips  were  funk,  two  blown  up, 
and  eleven  taken  j  yet  only  the  want  of  ammunition,  and 
^^  Spirit  in  his  captains,  prevented  his  renewing  the  fight, 
3  and. 


%xA  accet>ting  the  cartel  ofitred  next  day  by  the  i^Ejl 
All  the  Engli^  hilteriaiis  agree  that  the  Dtach  flack^ned  &t 
and  withdrew  by  three  in  tlie  afternoon ;  bat  it  is  ceitaiit 
that  night  feparated  the  combatants,  and  poffibly  favtdthc 
Dutch  fleet  from  entire  deftrtiftion,  as  it  furniffied  l>«if 
with  the  opportunity  of  taking  ihelter  behind  the  banks  of 
WeiUngm^  where  he  coaid  not  be  purfiied. 
Com-  Now  the  viSorioii's  enemy  rode  triumphant  before  * 

'^d'    h  ^^**^'  until. the  Dutch  ileet  affcmWed  at  Flufijtng^  fma 
^  •  ^    whence  Tromp  and  Rtyter  fent  remonftranccs  to  the  ftates  of 
the  inequality  of  their  flrength.     They  defired  either  tob< 
recalied,  or  ptit  upon  a  footing  with  the  enemy  in  weigbtof 
metal,  and  fdrce  of  ftips,  and  alfo  that  ftore-lhips  migtt 
attend  Che  fleet,  as  the  w^nt  oF  ammunition  had  caufd 
the  lofe  of  the  two  laft  battles.    They  defired  payment  cf 
the  fe^mens  wages,  a  tecompencc  for  the  woi^nded,  and  t^ 
wards  for  thofe  who  had  fignalifed  themfelvfes.     X«yf^,i« 
particular,  declared,  that  ht  would  no  longer  hazard  hiJj 
reputation,  until  the  fleet  was  augmented  with  lafge&i^sj 
and  vice-admiral  de  Wk  exprefled  himfclf  in  the  ftrongcf 
manner  in  the  affemWy  of  the  ftates  of  Holland-,  «  Why,"] 
fays  he,  "  fliould  I  conceal  from  you,  who  aremyfo^f*, 
*'  reigns,  that  the  £nglift)^vt  our  maflters,  and  confeqtren^j 
««  lords  of  the  ocean  V*    The  ftates  promffed  to  pay  Jw* 
regard  to  the  remonftranccs,  and  immediately  fent  tort? 
other  provinces,  to  borrow  a  fum  fufficient  for  equipping 
thirty  firft-rate  (hips,  for  which  the  admiralty  had  ordcrsfij  | 
provrde  feamen,  ftores,  rigging,  and  other  neceffaries,  aw 
to  be  diieded  in  thofe  particulars  by  TfOTtipy  Ruyter^  zxAii 

mt. 

tumults  in     Yet  could  not  thcfe  vigorous  ^efolutiorw  appeafe  ** 

different     tourmurs  of  the  people.     The  provinces  were  ^^^^'"Jj 

parts  of     with  confternation, ,  on  feeing  the  armament  they  dceturf 

Holland,   invincible,  defeated,  Mattered,  and  blocked  up  in  their  htf^ 

hours.     Vcm  TYomp\  complaints,  and  the  iriftigatton  of  tw 

Orange  party,  cncreafed  the  popular  tlifcontcnt ;  and  it  was 

infinuated,  that  t?ie  republic  was  betrayed,  and  aft  uflcqn» 

force  fent  againft  the  ehemy,  only  to  Ihew  the  neccfflj 

of  making  peace  upon  any  conditions ».     To  this,  *^^ 

gottation  entered  upon  with  CrontweU  by  BuiniHgirt,  addb* 

fuel,  and  the  flame  now  burft  out  with  fuch  violence  aJ 

threatened  the  ruin  of  the  provinces.     The  enfemito  cf  y^^ 

houfc  of  Orange  durft  not  prefume  t6  mention  peacfe,  '<^ 

ftar  of  exafperating  the  people;  and  the  ftates^  contriry  to 

<^  iA  vie  dt  Tfoiq^  p.  loji* 
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jftdihation,  were  forced  toprbceed  with  tedoloMcd  vlgouf  ift 
repairing  the   fleet,   as  the  beft  means   of  appcafing   thcv 
public  difcontcftt,  and  obtaining  rcafonable  tcrqas  from  die 
enemy. 

But  what  chiefly  excited  public  commotions,  was  the  op- 
pofition  made  by  de  Wit  and  the  Lmveftein  party  to  the 
creation  of  a  ftaatholdcr.  Thi3  faftion  wifhed  for  a  peace, 
for  the  proteftion  of /rfl«r^',  andthe  friendChipof  £«f/W; 
they  wei;e  confequently  enemies  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart  i 

'  but    Van  Tramp  was  popular,   he  cfpbufed  the  houfe  of 

'  Orange^  wilhed  for  a  ftadtholder,  and  the  cantittuance  of 
the  war  upon  fuch  a  footing  as  would  give  fome  chance  to 
his  talents,  and  an  opportunity  trf"  retrieving  his  glory.  An 
accident  happtncd  that  gave  vent  to  "the  popular  difcoa-^ 
tent.  The  young  prince  of  Orange  was  to  return  front 
Bnday  and  the  children  at  the  Hague  formed  themfelves 
into  companies,  with  Orange  ftandards,  and  proceeded  to 

'  meet  the  prince  on  his  journey.  As  the  prince  did  not  ar- 
rive on  the  expefted  day,  the  ymjng  foldiers  feparated  at, 
night,  and  retired  quietly  to  their^feveral  houfes ;  however, 
that  they  might  not  entirely  lofe  the  expences  beftowed  in 

'  Colours,  ftandards,  and  military  enfigns,  they  a^mbled 
next  day,  and  appeared  in  arms  before  the  palace.  The 
tnagiftrates  gave  orders  they  fhould  be  chaftifed  \  their  pa- 
rents flew  to  the  affiftance  of  their  children  ;  and,  in  re- 

'  vcnge,  attacked  the  houfe  of  M.  de  fVriy  whom  they  ima- 
-  gined  the  moft  violent  enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  The 
tumult  could  not  be  fupprefled  without  application  to  mi- 
litary force.  A  party  of  foldiers  was  called  in,  and  crouds 
of  the  mutineers,  men,'  women,  and  children,  were  throwjt 
into  prifbn.  Now  the  whole  province  was  in  a  flame, 
and  it  was  neceflary  to  keep  firong  guards  in  the  towns, 
to  awe  the  multitude,  who  threatened  deftruSion  to  all  go- 
vernment. At  Slup  all  precautions  pfoved  fruitlefs  j  the 
herring-fifhers,  inccnfed  at  thcrf  being  deprived  of  bread  by 
the  Englifljy  took  arms,  feized  on  the  arfcnal  and  maga- 
zines, mounted  the  cannon  on  the  ramparts,  fired  upon  the 
troops  brought  to  qnell  the  putiny,  and  (hut  the  gates 
againft  Brederode^  marefchal  of  the  camp,  fent  by  the  ftates 
to  apply  effediual  remedies  to  this  dangerous  diiorder.  In'' 
this  fituation  ftood  affairs  for  fet^eral  days,  without  any 
poffibility  of  gaming  admittance  into  the  town.  At  lafl:  a 
happy  ftratagem  put  an  end  Co  a  riot,  which  might  have 
produced  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  A  meffenger  from 
the  ftates  came  to  the?  gates,  pretending  that  he  Was  charged 
with  a  fpecial  commiffion,  upon  which  he  was  introduced 
Moo.  Hist,  Vol.  XXXI,  C  c  to 
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to  the  town-boufe,  and  the  people  were  fumnioned  by  tie 
alarm-bell  to  attend.  They  all  flocked  from  their  houfes  mi 
pofts,  eager  to  hear  the  propofitions;  and  while  the  oieiTeA-  i 
ger  was,  in  a  loud  voice^  reading  a  paper  he  held  in  his  { 
.  hand,  nine  companies  of  foot  feized  on  the  gates,  entered 
the  town^  took  prifoners  the  ringleaders,  without  re&ftance, 
and  terrified  the  inhabitants  into  fubmiifion  before  they  had 
exchanged  a  blow.  Some  of  the  feditious  gave  out  that 
dtrfigns  were  formed  upon  their  privileges  $  but  their  voice 
was  drowned  in  the  general  confternation,  and  theafiii- 
rances  given  by  the  chief  oflicer,  that  nothing  more  was 
intended  than  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity  ^  I 

This  tumult  was  no  fooner  fuppreffcd,  than  another  ap- 
peared  in  the  Texsl^  where  the  count  Je  Naffau  arrived,  on 
advice  that  an  expedition  was  preparing  in  England  agaioft 
this  ifland  and  the  Brille  He  was  received  by  the  people 
as  their  deliverer,  and  crouds  of  men  and  women  went  (o 
meet  him,  ftrewing  the  way  with  flowers.  Thefe  honoun 
,  (hewn  the  count,  and  the  liberty  he  had  taken  of  afiembling 
feme  troops  without  their  orders,  gave  umbrage  to  the 
ftates  o\  Hcllandy  who  beheld  with  furprife  the  authority 
he  aflumed  in  a  province  where  he  had  no  legal  power. 
The  prudence,  however,  difplayed  by  the  count  fatisfied  the 
ftatesj  for  he  retired  upon  finding  his  prefence  had  givtn 
offence,  and  aflured  the  ftates,  that  his  intention  was  on); 
to  animate  and  roufe  the  drooping  fpirlts  of  the  peopk) 
terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  an  invafion. 

These  tumults  had  one  very  unexpected  confequence. 
It  ihfpired  the  magiftrates  of  Haerlem  with  the  rcfolutian 
of  eleding  a  ftadtholder..  They  accordingly  inftrufled  their 
penfionery  to  lay  before  the  ftates  their  determination,  to 
defire  their  concurrence,  and  to  afTure  them  it  Would  not  be 
long  poiEble  to  withftand  the  eagernefs  of  the  people  in 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Orange.  The  ftates  were  furpriW 
at  feeing  a  penfionery  imprifoned  bjr  the  late  prince  of 
.  Orangtj  charged  with  inftrudions  which  they  believed  i»- 
confiftent  with  his  principles,  and  demanding  the  re* 
eftabliftxment  of  a  ftadtholder.  But  his  condud  foon  cf- 
faced  their  (^ifpicions.  He  communicated  his  inftrii3to|i5 
to  M.  it  Wit  before  he  laid  them  before  the  ftates,  and  was 
fo  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  that  able  ftatefman,  that 
he  changed  his  fentimeats,  and  prevailed  on  the  mxagiftrates 
of  Hatrkm  to  drop  their  intention. 

^  Basnagb,  p.  3ot.  j 
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\Th£  l,eahndfir5  wdre  more  firm  and  refolute  in  their  pro-  fhi  2e<^ 
ceedlngs.     The  preceding  year  they  had  demanded  a  ftadl-  landers  r#* 
holder,  perfuading  themfdves  they  would  be  fupported  by  ^^'^  ^^&^ 
the  ftates  of  FrifJand  and  Groningen.     They  even  doubted  ^^*«'*<^ 
not  but  thcfe  provinces  would  thank  them  for  fo  reafonable*/^^/* 
a  propofition.     The  difpute  was  carried  on  with  greater -^^I^* 
violence  than  the  preceding  year  ;  but  the  addrefs  of  tU  ^^*^^* 
ff^t^  and  the  firm  oppofition  of  the  ftates  of  Holland  fruf- 
trated  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Zealanders*    But  to  enter  ^ 
juftly  into  the  politicks  of  HoUcnd^  it  will  be  neccl&ry  to  ^e?? i^* 
take  a  fliort  view  of  the  ftate  of  England^  and  the  in-  j^v,v//  * 
trigues  of  Cromwel    The  old  parliapient  was  now  diiTolved) 
and  thelegiflative  power  in  the  hands  of  Cromwel,  and  the 
council  of  ftate.     Beverning,  and  the  other  Dutch  deputies, 
had  made  him  frequent  overtures  of  peace  \  but  his  beha-* 
viour  was  always  fupercilious^  and  his  anfwers  equivocal. 
Notwithftanding  this,  no  fooner  were  the  deputies  gone  from 
hi»prefence,  thjuiCromweVs  agents  infinuated,  that  the  Dutch 
were  not  to  judge  of  his  fentimeilts  from  his  exterior  ap- 
pearance, which  he  adapted  to  circunPiftances.     Ignorant  of 
the  true  meaning  of  this  duplicity,  the  deputies  were,  above 
meafure,  confounded  to  find,  after  a  tedious  negotiation^ 
that  all  their  pacific  conditions  were  reieded,  and  they  were 
tdii  that  no  peace  was  to  be  expe(^ed,  until  the  Hollander^ 
confented  to  unite  both  ftates  fo  clofely,  as  that  they  might 
become  one  people,  and  form  one  united  commonvi^ealthfe 
This  propofition  appeared  equally  abfurd  and  infolent.  One 
of  the  deputies,  Niiuporty  obfervefl,  that  it  feemed  to  be 
exadly  copied  from  the  parliament's  inftruAions  to  their 
commiffiomers  in  Scotland  \  concluding  that  Cromwel  pto^ 
pofed  treating  the  republic  as  the  parliament  had  done  the 
Scottijh  nation.     It  was  Cromwel*^  defign  to  prevent  the 
de6tion  of  a  ftadtholder,  and  to  procure  the  difmiffion  6t 
Van  Trdtnpi  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  ftrenuous  partisan  of 
the  houfe  of  Orange.    He  therefore  intimated,   that  an  ac- 
commodation might  be  efie&ed  on  thefe  conditions^    He 
hinted,  that  if  the  Dutch  confented  to  the  union  propofed, 
an  immediate  ceflation  of  hoftilities  would  enfue,  a  free 
trade  be  reftored,  and  the  privileges  of  fiftiing  adjufted  to 
the  entire  fatisfadion  of  the  United  Provinces.    Some  writci^s 
pretend  to  treat  this  whole  negotiation  as  ideal }  but  what 
proves  its  reality,  is  the  advice  fent  to  the  ftates  by  the  com* 
miffioners,   of  all  the  proceedings  with  CromiJuePs  agent, 
and  the  confequences  of  that  notion,  which  haJ  almoft  de-* 
feated  the  whole  defigm     The  correfpohdence  was  difcO« 
Vered  by   the  Orange  fadion  \  and  Cromwel  concluding  it 

C  c  2  could 
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could  not  be  long  kept  fecret  in  England^  where  it  mig^ 
ruin  him  with  his  paity^  afliimed  a  more  fevere  broW)  aad 
next  time  he  met  the  commiffioners,  dechured,  that  fudi 
Was  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  H^Uaml^  that  England  could 
have  no  fecurity  in  treating  with  the  republic.  Nor  was  it 
long4)efcre  the  commiffioners  received  from  the  council  cf 
ftate  an  explicit  explanation  of  the  former  demands^  in  tk 
following  terms  :  That  the  two  republics  fhould  coaUice, 
the  whole  iinitied  dominigns  be  fubjefl  to  one  govtra- 
ment,  composed  of  the  natives  of  both  couotrieS)  in  liich  a 
manner  as  (kould  be  to  their  mutual  advantage  ;  and  thst 
each  fliduld^  without  any  diftinftioS)  enjoy  the  imsic  privi- 
leges and  immunities  with  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of  tbe 
r  efpe6tive  countries,  2A  to  koufes,  lands,  poilefiions,  commtrce, 
fifliing)  and  every  Other  particular.  Such  was  the  fcfaeDK 
of  this  political  age^  mad  with  projeds,  ajsd  iovemiveia 
plarts  of  republican  government^  which,  if  poffibie,  thcj 
would  have  eiUbliChed  over  the  face  of  the  whde  earth". 
it  is  fufident  for  our  purpofe,  that  the  propoTal  was  higUf 
refented  by  the  deputies,  who  regarded  it  as  throwing  riifi- 
cule  on  their  cbarafier)  or  the  fcheme  of  an  enthufiaS. 
Withoat,  however,  giving  Cromvoil  a  definitive  anfwer,  they 
acquainted  the  ftates  of  Holland  with  the  offered  conditioBS 
of  peace,  and  patiently  waited  for  forther  inftru£Hons. 
J/ea*  It  was  during  this  fufpence,  that  the  famous  battle  vis 

fg^f»  fought,  which  brought  the^  war  to  a  fpeedy  iffue*  After 
the  laft  a£lion  de  Wit  and  the  Dutch  government  made  k- 
{)rfring  efforts  to  recover  the  fevere  blow  then  receivedytf' 
put  the  fiee^  in  a  more  refpe^bte  footing  than  before.  ^' 
vera!  large  (hips  were  added,  and  all  more  completely  n^ 
ncd  and  provided  $  every  pretext  for  quitting  the  fer vice  was 
taken  fronl  Van  Tromf  and  the  other  acknirals,  who  now 
took  the  command  of  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  fail  of  fine  ^\ 
i<Js,  all  fit  for  adion.  No  moti^^  either  of  hc^e  or  fttf 
were  wanting  to  the  failors,  thehr  pay  wasdouUed,  theAip 
were  crowded  with  volunteers  of  the  firfl  fafiiion,  and  09' 
thing  lefs  was  expe&ed  than  that  the  enemy  would  be  ob' 
liged  to  fcreen  thetefelves  in  their  harbours.  Young  f^ 
^romp^  who  had  defiroved  an  Englijh  man  of  war  in  tix 
Sireightfi  and  diftingiiimed  his  intrepidity  and  valour,  was 
.  ordered  home  wtth  his  fquadron,  atKi  jQjrery  meafure  puA^ 
to  the  utmc^,  to  oblige  the  haughty  uftirper  to  hj^  ^ 
reafotiabic  prOpofals.    The  enemy  ftill  blocked  iip  rbtT^di 
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the  coafis  pf  Holknd  were  befiegcd,  4nd  the  bgrboun  ^ 
narrowly  watched,  that  all  the  merchantmen  fell  into  the 
hands  oi  the  EngUJb.  It  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  tp. 
oblige  them  to  retire,  as  they  equally  diftrcffed  trade  and 
the  government,  by  exciting  clamours  among  the  people^ 
who  exclaimed,  that  they  were  facriiic^d  to  the  treachery  o^' 
the  ftates,  and  cowardice  of  the  naval  officers,  a  reflediioQ 
that  was  pointed  at  the  heads  of  thofe  captains  who  ha4 
been  accufed  of  negligenge  in  the  laft  engagenaent.  ThP 
Dutch  armament  was  now  in  two  divifions,  under  Fan  Tromp 
and  di  TFit^  in  different  hafbours  i  and  the  great  difficujty 
was,  how  to  eiFe<a  a  junction,  without  being  feparately  at« 
tacked  by  the  enemy.  Before  they  fet  fail,  great  debates 
arofc  in  the  flates,  concerning  the  inftrudlions  to  be  given 
their  admirals.  Some  oppofed  venturing  another  engage** 
ment,  and  urged  it  would  be  fufficient  to  cgnvoy  the  liom^*^ 
Ward-bound  trade,  and  particularly  the  rich  flpet  from  Mia^ 
which  would  enable  the  republic  to  equip  fu^i  a  nayy  as 
the  enemy  could  not  prefume  to  face:  others  preiled  har^ 
for  an  engagement,  anirming  that  the  public  murmurs  werf 
only  to  be  filenced  by  the  din  of  war,  and  the  roaring 
of  cannon ;  a  viftory,  they  faid,  would  infallibly  reAqr^ 
|>eace  and  tranquillity,  Th4e.  latter  opinion  prevailed?  an^ 
Van  7rcmp  had  orders  to  fiffht,  theJ^rii  opportunity.  With 
^ghty>five  fail  this  admiral  ileered  along,  the  coau  pf  X^a^ 
landy  and  on  the  jjft  of  July  difcovered  the  p>ngUJk  &^^ 
confifting  of  ninety- four  fine  Oxiph  under  the  conduct  19^ 
*Afotiiy  Law/on^  and  Penn,  at  the  diflancp  of  five  4ivles  ^ 
head.  By  the  ihifting  of  the  wind,  the  eneipiy  gained  th^ 
weather- gage,  which  determined  Fan  Tromp  t^  avoid  aft 
engagement,  make  all  poffible  fail  for  the  7W^4  ^^  ther^ 
Join  the  divificn  commanded  by  4^  Wit  and  Rnyt^ :  b^ippily 
for  him  a  fiorm  arofe  which  prevented  the  ^nglijk  frp» 
forcing  him  to  an  engagement,  and  he  embraced  the  9pr 
portunity  to  effe<9:  the  intended  junftion.  His  fleet  was  now 
augmented  to  bne-hundred-and- twenty  fail,  with  which  bf 
proceeded  in  queft  of  the  EngUfls^  defcripd  them  gn  tb^ 
nxth  of  Auguji  between  Scbeveling  and  the  M^ufsy  and  imr 
mediately  gave  the  fignal  for  battle.  Tnwp  tQpJk;  his  Aatipi^ 
on  the  right,  Ruyter  Jed  the  left,  Evertzen  was  in  the  cent^^r^ 
&nd  the  command  of  the  rear  was  aligned  ip  4i  Wit.  J^ 
fevtn  in  the  morning  the  two  fleets  engag^  witjh  equaf 
^ardor,  within  fight  pf  the  ibpre,  which  wa?  croud^d  with 
inhabitants,  eager  to  be  fpeftators  of  an  aSion,  which 
fliould  determine  the  fate  q[  the  rcpuWie*  Both  behaved 
with  Vonderful  addrefs,  and  fought  with  fuch  prudent  and 
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fiibdued  courage  as  never  before  appeared  in  any  fca-fight. 
The  cannon  of  above  two  hundred  men  of  war  fired  in* 
cei&ntly  j  the  fea  was  covered  with  blood,  and  wrecks  of 
(hips,  either  burnt  or  ihattered  to  pieces,    Tromp^  agreeable 
to  cuftom,  pierced  the  enemies  line,  and  put  it  in  con- 
fufion  }  but,  on  his  return,  encountered  admiral  Goodfin  \ 
here  he  was  furrounded  by  the  enemies  (hips,  and  deierted 
'     by  his  own;  but   he  fojight  with  fuch  defpcratc  fury  as 
would  have  extricated  him  from  this  difficulty,  had  he  not 
Tronp      been  unfortunately  fliot  dead  with  a  mu(ket-bal],  as  he  was 
UIM*        gallantly  giving;  his  orders  on  the  quarter-deck^,     HisM 
words  were,  lake  courage^  my  boys^  I  have  run  my  eourfe  witli 
glory.     Bredirode  took  the  command,  concealed  the  admi- 
ral's death   from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,   and  behaved  in  a 
;  manner  worthy  of  the  fucccflbr  of  the  brave   Van  Tremf, 

T*he  Dutch  fire-fcips  made  great  havock  among  the  enemy^ 
and  a  terrible  conflid  happened  between  the  divifions  com- 
manded by  Lawfin  and  Ruyter.  At  laft  the  Dtitch  admiral's 
ihip  was  fliattered  to  pieces,  flie  was  lowed  out  of  the  line, 
and  Ruyter^  ihifting  his  flag  to  a  frigate,  Teturned  to  the 
battle.  But  all  his  efforts  could  not  reftore  the  fpirits  of 
the  feamen.  It  was  now  known  that  Tromp  was  dead,  and 
an  univerfal  defpondency  fuccceded,  as  if  viftory  depended 
wholly  upon  his  arm ;  feveral  (hips  fell  back  from  the  line, 
the  whole  was  in-  confufion,  a  rout  enfued,  and  terrible 
flaugbter  of  men,  and  deftru^ion  of  (hips.  Agreeable  to  tk 
Putek  beft  attefted  accounts  the  Dutch  lo&  twenty-fix  men  of  war, 
iefia$id.  four  thoufand  men  were  killed,  and  two  thoufand  taken 
prifoners,  half  of  whom  the  humanity  of  the  conquerors 
laved  from  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  ocean.  In  a  word, 
the  viftory  was  complete,  but  purchafed  at  a  high  price. 
Moft  of  the  Englijh  (hips  were  difabled,  fome  were  entirely 
deftroyed  j  they  had  fix  hundred  men  killed,  and  near  a 
thoufand  wounded,  mariy  of  whom  never  recovered,  and 
the  whole  fleet  was  in  fo  wretched  plight  as  to  be  unable 
to  purfue  the  blow,  and  deftroy  the  broken  remains  of  the 
enemy  in  their  flight.  The  Dutch  indeed  affcrt,  that  the 
lofl<:$  were  nearly  equal  5  but  the  confequencc  dpmoftratcd 
that  they  were  defeated.  The  Vnlted  Provincei  were  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  confternation,  while  every^  town 
in  England  blazed  with  bonefires,  and  rung  with  rejoicings. 
The  lofs  of  Tromp  was  alone  fufEcient  caufe  of  mourning; 
but  as  that  hero  had  many  enemies,  the  univerfality  of  ti4  , 
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despondency  evinced,  that  it  flowed  from  more  general 
misfortunes  than  the  death  of  a  private  man,  as  much 
feared  and  detefted  by  one  pa^,  as  he  was  adored  by  an- 
other (A). 

The  republic  had  paid  dear  for  the  freedom  of  trade  and  The  fitua* 
navigation   of  the  Texil ;  but  they  refolved  to  profit  by  it.  tion  of  ' 
*  The  EngUJh  fleet  withdrew  from  the  coafts  of  Holland^  in  Holland 
confcqucnce  of  the  late  battle,  and  Ruyter  was  now  ordered  after  tkh 
to  convoy  a  vaft  fleet  of  merchantmen  out  of  the  Channel,  defeca. 
This   profped  of  reviving  commerce  fortified  the  Dutch   ' 
againft  every  misfortune,  and  the  flattering  prcmifes  of  car- 
dinal Mazarin  infpired  them  with  courage,  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  a  fignal  defeat,  to  difpute  the  terms  prefcribed  by 
England  before  the  laft  battle.     Yet  Cramwel  was  apprifed 
how  impoflible  it  was  for  the  Dutch  government  to  continue 
the  war,  while  the  republic  was  divided  by  faftion,  and  the 
people  clamorous  for  a  ftadtholder.     All  their  preparations 
gave  no  difturbance  to  the  penetrating  ufurper.     He  beheld 
with  unconcern  their  efforts  to  repair  the  fleet,  the  promo- 
tions aniong  general  officers,  the  rewards  given   to  merit, 
the  generous  flame  that  fecmed  to  warm  every  breaft,  and  the 
appointment  of  the  celebratedv  Opdam^   to  the  command  of 
lieutenant-admiral,  in  the  room  of  the  deceafed  Trowp,    If 
he  regained   the  advantages  which  Maxarin  had  lately  ac* 
quired  over  the  ballance  of  Europe,  he  was  fenfible  that  all 
his  other  wiflies  woiild  follow.     The  ftates  perceived  his 
defign ;  they  knew  his  ability,  perfeverance,  and  courage.  • 
They  ^w  his  great  preparations,  and  reiblved  to  anticipate 
confequences.     Accordingly  two  deputies  were  difpatched    ^ 
to  Londofty  with  orders,  however,  pofttivelv  to  rejecft  the 
fcheme  of  union  propofed  by  CromweL     When  Nieuport^ 
Bevermngy  and  "Jonque/Ialy  had  laid  their  inftrudions  before 
the  council  of  Itate,  they  were  agreeably  furprifed  to  find 
Cromwel  relax  confiderably  with  refpe^l  to  the  coalition  of 
the  two  nations,  and  in  fome  other  fevere  demands  ;  parti- 
cularly as  to  the  right  of  fifhing  upon  the  Britifl)  coafls  :  but 

(A)  No  fooner  did  the  fleet  had  not  performed  their  duty,, 
arrive  in  port,  than  the  lUtes  though  the  pablic  thanks  of  the 
ordered  Rttyter-zn^  E'vertzemto  .  aflembly  were  returned  to  Ruy^ 
>ttend»  in  order  to  be  minutely  •  ter^  Evertzen^  and  other  ad  mi- 
informed  of  the  circumftancca  rals,  for  their  gallant  behavi- 
of  the  engagement,  and  Reflate  our;  and  they  were  exhorted 
of  the  loffes.  From  the  exami-  to  continue  their  fervices,  with 
nation  which  pafled  on  this  oc-  the  fame  zeal,  intrepidity,  and 
cafion,  it  was  obvious,  that  the  fidelity,  they  had  hitherto  ^1(^ 
I^utcb  believed  all  their  officers     played.  .  -    v 
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two  very  dtiagreeable  articles  were  now  added,  wx.  th^t 
jdie  ftates  Oio^lci  engage  to  exclude  (he  jprince  of  Orsa^ 
from  all  the  employments  held  by  his  anceftors,  e^ecially 
thofe  of  ftadtholder  and  captain-general ;  and  that  they 
srould  Iknit  the  navy  of  the  repubhc  tp'  a  certain  number  of 
/0i?ps,  not  to  be  exceeded  without  leave  from  England^ 
Thefe  points  were  difputed  by  the  commiffioners,  with  all 
the  arguments  in  their  power ;  but  finding  tbb  proteSor  in« 
flexible  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  article  regarding  the  prirure  of 
Orangey  they  defired  leave  to  lay  the  ftate  of  the  negotir 
ation  before  their  conilituents }  tor  which  purpoie  Bevarn* 
ing  returned  to  Holland. 
A.  D.  Peace  with  England  was  the  wifli  of  every  difpaif? 
i654.  fionate  lover  of  his  country^  and  the  chief  obje<^  of  tbe 
^eace  pro-  attention  of  the  ftates  genera).  The  Zeaknders^  however, 
fo/ed  and  it  ill  infixed  on  the  re-eftablifbment  of  a  ftadtholder,  and  a 
cbftruaed^  clolc  union  with  France^  by  whijch  they  inoagined  th^  war 
hy  a  *va'  might  be  condu£led  to  advantage,  and  the  haughty  oncmy 
S'vF  ^-  reduced  in  a  fhort  time  to  the  neceffity  of  relaxing  in  the 
difficulties,  ^jgjj  conditions  prefcribed ;  but  Holland  conftantly  opr 
pofed  this  meafure,  as  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  unprofit- 
able to  the  republic.  The  ftates  general  perceived  the  dif? 
ficulty  of  equipping  an  armament,  able  to^cope  with  the 
^rigltjh.  TPhey  were  aware  of  the  inconveniencie^  un4ef 
which  a  republican  government  laboured  in  all  difputea 
with  a  defpotic  enemy.  Cromwell  though  his  iituation  ii| 
the  fupreme  power  was  unfteady  and  irkfome,  yet  mama-* 
ged  with  fuch  addrefs,  as  to  acquire  an  abf<dute  autho* 
rity.  The  legiilative  and  executive  po;isrer  being  veit- 
cd  jn  the  fame  perfon,  action  was  as  quick  as  thought, 
and  the  meafure  no  fooner  didated,  than  it  was  executed 
wi*  the  promptnefs  peculiar  to  monarchy ;  for  in  this  ligh| 
JEnglandwzB  now  to  be  regarded,  Befides  the  ipability" 
of  bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  ifTue,  they  were  feniible 
pf  the  inconveniences  of  the  attempt,  which  would  be 
violently  oppofed  by  a  ftrong  party,  unkfs  their  favourite. 
yiews  of  Teftoring  the  ftadtholderfliip  were  indulged.  In 
JL  word,  they  had  a  moral  certainty,  that  the  profccution 
of  the  war  could  only  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  finances^ 
!n  the  deflru£tion  of  commerce,  and  th^  harmony  of  the 
people,  without  a  fingle  counterpoifing  advantage.  It  wa^ 
upon  this  account,  the  return  of  Beveming^  with  propoial^ 
pf  peace,  gave  great  fatisfafijon ;  and  the  exclufive  article 
refpedlng  the  houfe  of  Orange^  was  Jcept  a  profound  fecret. 
The  myfterious  behaviour  attending  this  article,  gave  rife 
to  an  o^nipfi  that  ft  was  fypported,  if  ni^jt  originally  pro- 
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poTcd  by  the  pc^nfipner  di  IVit ;  but  when  the  affair  came 
to  be  publickly  known,  he  cleared  himfelf  of  this  accufa- 
tion»  and  proved  that  peace  was  to  be  purchafed  on  no 
,Qther  condition  \ 

When  the  commil&oners  arrived  at  the  Haguey  they 
found  the  ftates  di&ofed  to  accept  peace,  even  with  this 
limitations  provided  Cromwel  would  relax  in  the  article 
which  reftrifted  the  number  of  (hipping  which  the  repub* 
lie  was  allowed  to  maintain ;  however  the  confent  of  the 
other  provinces  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  though  the  ne- 
gotiation hiad  been  fet  on  foot  without  their  knowledge. 
As  tfie  ceremony  of  affembling  all  the  provincial  ftates 
would  be  tedious,  the  ftates  of  lloUand  fen^  Beverning  back 
in  the  fame  frigate  which  had  brought  him'  from  England^ 
that  the  ardor  of  Cromwel  for  peace  might  not  cool,  or 
any  obftruflion  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the,  negotiation. 
This  meafure  gave  offence  to  the  other  provinces,  who 
thought  themfelves  entitled  to  an  equal  ihare  in  the  con- 
dudl  of  this  important  affair.  They  accufed  the  ftates  of 
Holland  of  an  infra<9:ion  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  fepa- 
rating  themfelves  from  the  other  provinces  in  the  clofe,  as 
they  had  done  in  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation  ; 
and  Beverning  was  regarded  in  Englandy  not  as  the  ambaf- 
fador  of  the  republic,  but  of  one  province  only.  Though 
he  had  been  only  a  few  days  abfent,  the  court  of  ^Cromwet 
put  on  a  new  appearance,  and  the  general  vo;ice  of  the 
nation  feemed  to  declare  for  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
Tbtirhe  complained,  that  the  Dutchtnan  was  in  no  charac- 
ter, had  no  inftrudtions,  credentials,  retinue,  or  com- 
pliment, in  the  name  of  the  republic,  to  the  protector  on 
his  elevation  5  and  Beverning  dcfiv^d  that  this  might  be  im- 
puted to  the  earneft  defire  of  the  ftates,  to  lofe  no  oppor- 
tunity^ pf  prompting  peace,  and  flopping  the  effuiion  of 
Wood,  and  deftrudion  of  the  human  fpecies. 

It  was,  perhaps,  a  lucky  circumftance  for  the  Hol^ 
htdersy  that  Dou  Atonzo  de  Cardenas,  the  Spanijh  ambaffa- 
dor,  endeavoured  by  all  poftiWe  intrigues  to  thwart  the 
negotiation.  Cromiucly  who  had  his  defigns  upon  Spain^ 
propofed  no  advantage  to  that  court,  from  the  ruin  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  United  Prcfvinces.  The  Spa* 
«^W  offered  large  fubfidies  to  the  proteftor,  and  gave  him 
hopes  that  Dunkirk  would  be  put  into  his  hands,  if  he 
continued  the  war.  He  doubted  not  but  fuch  propofi- 
tJQns  would  prove  flattering   to  CrQinivd's  pride ;    but  he 
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was  jniftakcn.  The  proteAor  amufed  with  Spain^  only 
to  procure  the  better  terms  from  Holland^  and  dcmon- 
ftrate  to  the  republic,  that  he  could  ballance  the  alliance  of 
ir^n^^,  by.  oppofing  to  that  nation  the  whole  power  of  the 
Spanijh  monarchy. 

While  matters  were  in  this  train^  commiflioners  were 
appointed  in  HoUandy  to  examine  the  propofitions  brought  by 
Severning ;  but  after  they  had  reduced  them  to  tolerable  order, 
and  made  them  confident  with  the  articles  drawn  up  at  the 
hague^  Sl  John  and  Stri^Iandy  the  EngUJh  envoys,  raifed 
up  frefli  difficulties.  New  inftru£lions  were  fcnt  to  Beogr- 
ningy  and  he  had  orders  to  folicit  the  ratification  fettled 
at  the  Hagucy  and  have  it  inferted  in  the  treaty ;  and  at 
Ijcngth,  the  provinces  finding  that  Spain  had  made  overtures 
to  Cronrwely  determined  to  veft  Nieuporty  'Beverningy  and 
Jongfialy  with  the  character  of  ambafladors  and  plenipo- 
tentiaries, in  order  to  flatter  the  pride  of  the  new  pro- 
tcflor.  The  chief  remaining  difficulty,  was  the  cx- 
clufion  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  without  which  Crm^ 
wd  declared  he  could  think  no  engagements  with  4e 
dates  fecure.  The  ambition  of  that  houfe,  and  their  con- 
nections with  the  StuartSy  would  always  give  difturbance 
to  the  republic,  and  Englandy  unlefs  the  princ^  was  effec- 
tually cut  ofF  from  all  expcdlatiohs  of  ever  filling  the  of- 
fices held  by  his  anceftors.  So  little  hop^  was  tnere,  that 
the  provinces  in  general  would  ever  be  brought  to  confcnt 
to  this  article,  that  it  was  religioufly  concealed  from  %?• 
Jialy  who  was  a  Fr'f^landiry  and  tranfa£ted  between  Crm^ 
wel  and  Beverningy  tne  latter  promifing  in  the  name  of  die 
iiates  of  Hollandy  that  they  would  never  confent  to  the 
elevation  of  the  prince  to  the  ftadtholdcrfhip.  Cremoi 
thought  himfelf  fecure  of  the  republic,  once  he  obtained 
the  promifc  of  HoUandy  the  moft  wealthy  and  powerful  of 
all  the  provinces ;  it  was,  however,  certain,  that  Hollad 
alone  could  not  refift  the  other  provinces,  without  a  dired 
breach  of  the  union,  and  expofing  the  republic  to  the  moft 
dreadful  calamities  of  a  civil  war :  if  they  ftrenuoufly  pe^ 
fevered  in  having  a  ftadtholder,  Holland  muft  yield,  or  the 
republic  muft  fall ;  and  poffibly  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
proteSor's  policy,  to  light  the  fparks  of  civil  divifion,  by 
which  he  might  be  able  to  extend  his  own  influence  over 
the  whole  *. 

At  length,  after  tedious  conferences,  the  following  ar- 
ticles were  figned  by  the  Dutch  ambaflfadors  ;  that  the  re- 

*  Idem.  ibid.     La  Clerc^  torn,  ii.  * 
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public  fhould  in  no  fliape  affift,  aid,,  or  abet»  the  hoM^c  of  CcnJiiitmf 
^  Stuart^  or  the  adherents   of  that  unfortunate  family  ;  that  ^/P^acg^ 
'  her  (hips  fhould   pay  the  required  compliment  to  the  Bri"  '^'f^reby 
tijh  flag ;  that  due  puTiiftiment  fhould  be  inflided  on   the  ^^'/'^W 
cruel  perpetrators  of  the  horrid  mafTacre  at  Amhoynd^  \  that  ^     y  ^5 
eighty  five  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  paid  to  the  Englijh^  *fl    h 
as  an   indemnification   of  their  lofTes  ;  that  the  ifland  orj^^^j^  f 
Pdiron  fhould  be  reflored  to  the  Eaji  India  company  ;  '^^^  derjaipi 
that  commiiSoners   fhould    be   fent   to  London^    to  adjufl 
farther   particulars^  relative  to  the   tragical  affair  in   the  . 

Eaft  Indieiy    for  which    reafonable  fatisfadion   had  never 
yet  been  made  to  Englar^d.     The  ratification   immediately 
lucceeded  the  figning  the  treaty ;  but  now  the  myflery  be- 
tween Cronwoel  and  the  provinces  of  Holland  was  to  ap- 
pear, with  rcfpeft  to  the  exclufion  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Some  writers  aflfert,  that  the  fecret  lay  between  Cromwely 
de  Wity  and  Beverningy  having  never  been  communicated 
to  the   deputies  of  the  cities,  who   expreiTed  the  utmofl 
'  aflonifhment   when  it  was   mentioned  by   the   penfioner, 
for  their  approbation.     The  peremptory   tone  of  Cromwel 
vindicated  the  conduft  of  the  penfioner.     His  envoys  told 
the  flates,  that   as   they  accepted   or  rejected  this    condi- 
tion, they  chofe  peace  or  war ;  either  was  in  their  option : 
fuch  was  the  proteftor's  categorical  anfwer.     De  ff^it  en- 
larged upon  the  fubjeS,  with  all  the  arguments  of  reafon 
and  rhetoric,  he  fhewed  the  necefEty  of  peace,  and   the 
impofEbility  of  obtaining  any  mitigation    in  this  article. 
At  length  he  carried  his  point  by  a  majority,  and  a  folemn 
ad  was  pafTeJ,   whereby  the  prince  of  Orange  was  excluded 
the  fladtholderfbip>  and  the  other  high   o^ces,  held  with 
fo  much  dignity  by  his  anceftors.     This  aft  of  exclufion 
was  fent  to  England  \  but  de  fVtty  forefeeing  it  would  one 
day  involve  his    country  in    civil  difTenflon,   charged  the 
ambafladors  to  make  one  lafl  effort  to  fatisfy  Cromwel^  by 
a  generiil  treaty,  without  particularizing  the  exclufion  of 
the  prince  of  Orange ;    but  all  remonflrances  on  this  head 
proved  fruitlefs.     The   aft   was  no  lefs  neceffary  to  the 
politicks  of  Oliver^  with  refpeft  to  the  Stuart  family,  than 
to  the  completion  of  his  triumph  over  the  houfe  of  Orange^ 
and  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.     In   this  ihanrier 
was    peace  concluded,  figned,  and   ratified,  little  to  the 
honour  or  advantage  of  the  republic,  as  it  laid  the  foun- 

fc  Vid.  Hift.  of  the  Englifh  Eafl  India  Company,  Vol.  x. 
Univerfal  Hiitory. 
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dation  of  thofe  unhappy  divifions,  which  had  almoft  ioVol* 
Ved  the  provinces  in  ruin. 

Though  the  exclufi.n-ad  was  kept  as  profound  as  could  < 
poffibly  be  expeded,  where  the  affair  was  entruftcd  to  the 
difcretion  of  near  one  hundred  different  perfons,  yet  it 
could  not  be  long  concealed  from  the  Princefs  Governantc 
of  Orangij  who  was  fo  deeply  interefted.  It  even  took,  air  in 
the  cities,    and  occafioned  fome  popular  commotions  at 
the  Hague,     No  fooner  was  the  princefs  acquainted  with 
this  article  of  the  treaty,  than  (he  prefented  a  ftron^  re- 
-.,       .      monftrance  to  the.  ftates  general,   figned  by   herfcU,  the 
/^'J?Q,  grandmother,  and  ail  the  guardians  of  the  young  prince. 
range  r^-  There  they  expreflcd  their  aftonifhment  at  the  unprecedcnt- 
mmfiratei  *d,  unprovoked  injury  done  to  the  prince,  in  excluding  hiii^ 
againfi  the  (rom  an   authority  poffeffed  with  fo  much  glory  and  ad- 
naofex-  vantage  to  the  republic,   by  his  anceftors.     They  repre- 
(lufion*       iented,  in  the  ftrongrft  terms,  the  violence  offered  to  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht^  the   privileges  of  the  other  fix  provinces, 
and  particularly  the  infult  offered  to'  the  tender  age  of  the 
prince,  and  to  the  fex  of  his  female  guardians.     They  ex- 
horted their  high  onightineffes  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  the 
infant,  and  prevent  fo  grofs  an  affront  to  a  child  of  his  bifth, 
expedations,   and  ptomifing  qualities,  the  reprefenutive  ol  ; 
thofe  heroes  who  had  fpilt  their  blood  in  the  glorious  aufe 
of  liberty,  and  defence  of  the  freedom  and  religion  of  the 
provinces.     They  concluded  with  obferving  the  applaufes 
which  fuch  an  a£t  of  juftice  would  meet  with  from  the 
world  and  their  own  confciences,  the  unhappy  confequences 
which  it  might  obviate,  and  the  retribution  they  might  ex- 
pefl  as  foon  as  the  prince  was  of  fufficient  age  to  thank  his 
prot^dlors.     To  the  fame  purpofe  was  a  letter  fent  to  the 
ftates  by  his  eledoral  highnefs  c»f  Brandenburgh,  but  neither 
produced  any  cffeft.     The  refolution  was  taken ;  it  was 
powerfully  fupported,  and  was  now  irrevocable,  unlefs  they 
run  the  hazard  of  incurring  the  rcfentment  of  Cromwel^  and 
of  being  taxed  with  levity  and  want  of  firmnefs  and  con- 
ftancy. 

But  the  remonffrances  of  the  princefles,  though  not  to 
fhe  people  y^^  difregarded,  were  of  Irfs  importance  than  the  difcontent 
djfcontenf*  ^f  ^j^^  people,  and  the  violent  oppofition  of  the  provinces. 
All  proteftcd  with  ©ne  voice  againft  the  aft  of  exclufion. 
The  deputy  from  FrifelarJ  entered*  a  proteft,  with  the  fe- 
cretary  to  the  ftates  general,  againft  the  fccret  hegr*.ation 
with  Oliver y  and  the  iniquitous  exclufion  of  the  prince  of 
Orangey  by  which  Holland  had  given  a  violent  ftroke  to  tiK 
liberticis  of  the  republic,  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  baS 
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ihewn  herfelf  equally  unjuft  and  ungraceful  to  the  houTe 
oi  Orange,  This  protcft  was,  however,  condemned  by  the 
i^tes  of  the  province,  though  they  were  prevailed  on  fooa 
%k&%  by  the  in^uence  of  the  coun(  dt  Nsffau^  to  enter  an- 
other more  bitter  and  fcvere,  in  which  they  complained  of 
M.  de  Wit  pcrfonally,  as  the  firft  author  and  projcftor  of 
this  iniquitous  ad,  as  they  were  pleafed  to^erm  it.  Zealand 
fliewed  no  lcf$  vivacity  and  attachment  to,  the  houfc  of ' 
Orange  I  Gueldirland  was  more  moderate,  but  in  the  fanie 
intereft  ;  OveryJJiU  though  torn  by  domeftic  broils,  entered 
into  the  fentimqnts  of  the  other  provinces,  and  Utrecht^ 
embraced  the  fame  caufe,.  though  with  iefs  Warmth,  aqd 
with  more  caution  and  referve.  As  to  Grmingeu^  we  ave 
.  not  toJd  what  part  this  province  took  in  the  difpiitc*  ^ 

HO  L  LAND  oppofcd  itfelf  vigoroufly  to  this  combt- 
ilattcKH  Which  threatened  the  diflblutioq  of  the  unfon,  the 
being  of  the  republic,  by  exciting  a  general  fcnnent  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  commotions  which  it  wou^  Negotia- 
be  difficult  to  appeafe.     Before  the  ftates  entered  upon  any  iio„s  ^itb 
©ppofitioQ,  they  font  inftru<aions  to  the  ambafiadors  in  Lon-  Cromwel. 
i&«,  once  more  to  try  their  influence  with  Crcmwelj  to  ' 
procure  fome  mitigation  in  the  ad  of  rxclufion,  thereby 
to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  provinces;  but  the  pixwedor 
wa«  to  incenfed  at  further  applications^  atid  what  he  re- 
garded as  an  equivocation  of  the  treaty^  that  he  threaten^pd 
to  fctfiew  the  war  unlefs  t^e  ad  was  immediately  put  into 
his  hands,  which  was  accordingly  done  to  ^vent  worfe 
CQttfequenccs.    The  next  ftep  Was  to  prociiw  a  letter  from 
Crsmwel  t»  the  ftates  of  Z/wij»rf  and  the  other  provinces, 
demonftrating  the  neceffity  as  Well  as  the  utility  of  the 
peace  ;  but  this  epiftle  produced  no  efied,  and  it  was  fbliy 
anfwered  by  the  Zealanikrsi  and  afterwards  fent  for  the 
perufel  of  the  ftatea  general,  .  Holland  objeded  to  this  un-. 
heard-of  proceeding,  affirming,  that  th«  protedor's  letter 
ought  to  have  been  communicAted  to  the  ftates  before  an 
an^er  was  returned ;  prefufliiif^  it  now  cotild  anfwer  no  . 
^ur.pofe>  except  that  of  blowing  up  the  fyioks  of  difcord. 

In  order  to  regain  fome  degree  of  popularity,  the  ftates 
.rfifoftwrfwent  to  make  an  apology  to  the  princefs  &f 
Qrat^y  afiUring  her  highneii  thut  no  difre%ed  to  the  fa- 
mily, but  the  urgent  «eceflity  of  die  Aate,  had  forced  th^tn 
^nto  fuch  a  meaiiire,  eqitaUy  difagreeaMe  to  tbem  as  to  the 
warmeft  friends  of  the  houfe  -of  Orajegt.  She  received  the 
s^logy  in  the  moft  gracious  manner,  and  returned  fuch 

^  Basnaob,  p.  442; 
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111  anfwer  as  gave  the  ftates  the  higheft  opinion  of  \^i 
moderation,  prudence,  and  fwectnei's  of  difpofition.    Fftr 
from  reproaching  them  with  what  was  now  irrevocable,  (he 
only  lamented  the  unhappy  circumftances  that  rendered 
iuch  a  meafure  neceflasy,  and  exhorted  the  deputies  to  ap- 
ply their  utmoft  endeavours  to  reftore  the   public  peace 
and  tranquillity.   Not  fattsfied  with  this,  the  flates  appointed 
commiffioners  more  accurately  to  examine  this  affair ;  and, 
'    foon  after,  their  apology  was  publifhed,  by  the  name  6f 
DedaBionSj  or  Inferences  from,  ihejiate  of  affairs.  In  this  pie<e 
was  examined,  whether  Holland  had  a  power  cf  entering 
-^upon  a  feparate  negotiation  with  Cromwel^  and  how  far  this 
province  had  the  right  of  fbvereignty,  independant  of  the 
other  provinces,  included  in  the  union  ?  The  whole  defign 
was  to  prove  the  affirmative  from  pofitive  fa^,   andtbe 
•  particular  declaration  of  the  kin^  of  Spain  relative  to  this 
-  province.     Though  the  difcourle   was   laboured,  and  the 
arguments  ipecious,  the  wron?  principle  upon  which  thofe 
opinions  was  founded,  was  obvtous  to  every  attentive  reader* 
^    By  acknowledging  that  the  abdication  of  the  catholic  king 
vefted  this  province  with  fovereignty,  they  acknowledged 
HolTand     the  hereditary  right  of  the  kings  of  Spain,  and  which  could 
finds  depw  not  be  deftroyed  by  any  aft  of  a  particular  prince,  who 
ties  to  ^       had  no  powfer  to  give  away  the  right  of  his  fucceflbrs.    Bt- 
apokgize.  f,de3^  ^jjat  had  this  abdication  to  do  with  the  article  of 
the  union  of  Vtrechty  whereby  all  the  provinces  were  boupd 
not  to  enter  upon  any  feparate  war  or  peace,  treaty  or  alli- 
ance, negotiation,  alienation,  &c.  without  the  joint  confent 
.  of  the  other  provinces.     Such  were  the  objeftions  to  thefe 
JiduSii&nSy  as  they  were  called,  though  they  at  that  time 
cfcaped  obfervation.     It  is  true>  this  writing  was  ftverely 
cenfured,  and  feveral  bitter  criticifms  upon  it  were  publifhed; 
but  no  one  thought  of  attacking  the  foundation  and  demon^ 
ftrating  the  fallacy  of  the  principles.    Guelderknd^  Frifelank 
and  Zealand  taxed  the  ftates  of  Holland  with  ingratitude  and 
arbitrary  proceedings  ;  they  retorted  the  charge  ;  the  pro- 
vinces were  filled  with  faftions  ;  the  republic  on  the  briidc 
of  diflblution ;  and  the  ambafTadors,  who  had  carried  OA 
the  negotiation,  and  figned  the  treaty,  in  the  moft 
ingdifgrace.  ^  mortf^- 

jjfairs  ^^  ^^^  iituation  of  aflTairs,  happily  for  the  provinces,  the 

nvithDW'  conduft  of  the  king  of  Denmark  engaged  a  part  of  the  pub* 
iiuirk«       lie  attention,  and  diverted  it  from  a  difpute,  which,  froin 
its  warmth,  and  acrimony,  threatened  danger  to  the  fhtt, 

^  Idem  ibid,  k  feq^.    Ibidem.  Lfi  Clbhc,  p.  84*  ton.  ii. 
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and  particularly  to  de  tVit^  the  ambafladors,,  and  the  pro- 
jectors and  agents  in  this  new  treaty.  It  was  before  ob- 
ittwtdj  that  king  Frederick  had  not  connplied  with  a  fingle 
article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  formed  with  the  republie, 
notwithftanding  he  received  punctual  payments  of  a  large 
fubfidy.  He  now  added  ingratitude  to  treachery.  To 
extricate  the  king  from  the  diiEcuhies  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged with  the  parliament  of  England^  by  the  feizure  of  a 
£eet  of  merchantmen  belonging  to  that  nation,  the  ftates 
general  indemnified  the  Englijh  merchants,  in  hopes  thereby 
ofmore  eafily  attaching  that  monarch  to  their  interefl,  and 
enabling  biqi  to  execute  the  treaty  with  the  republic. 
Frederick^  however,  not  only  evaded  the  treaty,  but  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  advanced  for  his  ufe  and  conveniency  ; 
after  which  he  entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  Crom-' 
wely  leaving  the  flates  general  to  exclaim  againft  hi«  in« 
.  juftice  and  perfidy.  In  a  word,  this  double  dealing  of  the 
king  of  Denmark  proved  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the 
XJnited Provinces'^  it  filenced  their  private  animoflties  for  a 
time,  though  it  by  no  means  removed  the  caufe,  or  ex- 
tinguiflied  thofe  fparks  of  difcord,  which  flamed  out  with 
redoubled  vigour  after,  the  prince  of  Ortf«^<f  came  of  agej 
and  Lewis  XIV.  had  invaded  the  Netherhnds. 


S  E  C  T.    XI.      ' 

The  bijiory  of  //&^  United  Provinces  continued  %    the 
particulars  of  the  fecond  war  with  England,  and 
•     other  tranfaSiions^  to  the  invajion  of  the  Netherlands 
^  Lewis  XIV. 

NOTHING  occurred  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the   A.  D. 
XJnited  Provinces  until  the  year  1657,  when  a  violent     1658. 
war  was  kindled  in  the  north,  and  purfued  with  fuch  inve-  ^^^g  ^ 
terate  ahimofity  between  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark^  the  repuh^ 
.  as  foreboded  the  deftrudion  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  proved  lie  njnitb 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  intereftof  the  republic.  refp$a  to 
Coarles  Gujiixvus  had  fcarce  afcended  the  throne  oi  Sweden^  Sweden, 
when  his  politicks  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  ftates  gene-  Brandca- 
ral,  at  that  time  incumbered  by  a  war  with  England^  and  a  '^"fg^f 
fruitlefe  but  clofe  alliance  with  Denmark,    Though  the  ex-  ^^* 
clulion  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  the  little  regard  paid  to' 
the  rcmonftrances  made  by  the  elc^trefs  of  BrandenhurgB  ih 

behalf 


'4J^ .  ^be  Hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces; 

behalf  of  ihe  young  prince,  had  produced  a  coldnefi  between 
the  eleftoral  court  anti  the  republic ;  yet  that  wife  prince  wto 
fcnfible  he  could  not  more  effeftualiy  fortify  himfelf  agaittft  i 
the  grafping  views  of  the  Swedijh  monarch,  than  by  emerifig 
into  an  alliance  with  theVnited  Provinces,  The  ftatesgetijj- 
ral  had  one  rcafon  for'  embracing  the  overtures  made  by 
the  eleftor.  It  was  their  intereft  with  refpeQ  to  the  public 
trade,  to  provide  that  the  Swedes  did  not  gain  poffeffioii  bf 
the  ports  of  Prujfta  j  and  though  the  duke  of  Ntwbur^^ 
and  the  emperor,  advertifed  them  that  fuch  an  alliance 
would  give  umbrage  to  all  the  claimants  to  the  duchy  of 
CleveSf  yet  their  regard  to  trade  prevailed  over  every  otlttf  ■ 
confideration.  In  effcft,  an  offenfive  alliance  was  con- 
.  duded,  whereby  the  ilates  undertook  to  proted  the  eleftort 
dominions,  including  his  coafts,  and  the  duchy  of  Cte, ; 

'  againft  all  enemies  whatfoever  j  while  the  eleAor  engJged, ; 
in  return,  to  defend  the  republic  and  her  commerce  in  the 
Baltic  againft  all  attacks,  and  to  give  the  (hipping  of  the 
republic  free  entrance  into  all  his  ports  In  PruJJia  and  PJ- 
merania.  This  treaty  gave  offence  to  the  eledor  of  Saxaniy 
to  whom  the  Swedtjh  ambal&dor  infinuated,  that  it  tended 

*  to  cut  off  his  preteofions  to  the  duchy,  of  yuHers.  \ 

During  thefe  intrigues  count  Koningjmark  hzt  pfSA 
fuccefs  in  levying  troops  in  the  duchy  of  Bremen^  whid 
gave  the  alarm  to  the  ftates  general.  To  obviate  dangcf) 
they  formed  a  body  of  horfc  and  foot,  which  they  cantod 
on  the  borders  of  the  2J^/,  under  count  Brederode.  Anotbcf 
corps,  led  by  the  count  de  Najfauy  was  pofted  in  fuch  t 
manner  as  to  cover  Embden^  Coeverden^  and  other  townstif 
Weft  Frifekmd  \  but  on  Koningfinark^s  paffing  the  Etttj^ 
joining  the  Swedes^  thefe  troops  had  orders  to  return  to 
winter-quarters.  Thus  the  Dutch  were  cafed  from  the  ap* 
prehenfion  of  an  immediate  attack.  After  the  Swedeshi 
taken  the  capital  of  Poland^  and  forced  king  Caftmir  ontd 
his  dominions,  the  conquerors  were  penetrating  to  the  pw 
vinces  of  the  eleftor  of  nrandenburgh^  which  obliged  Him  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  ;the  Swedtjh  monarch.  He  of- 
fered to  join  his  forces  to  the  Swedes^  provided  the  kij 
would  abolifli  the  homage  for  ducal  Pr«^  required  by  w 
"  Poles  \  but  the  treaty  with  Holland  proved  a  great  obftra^J* 
tion  to  his  defigns.  At  length  a  treaty  was  concludet 
whereby  the  elcftor  acknowledged  himfelf  a  vaflal  of  the 
crown  of  Sweden^  for  ducal  PruJJia  and  the  ports  of  tW 
kingdom  and  oiPemerania  were  opened  to  the  Swedtjh  Ci\^ 
ping.  Thus  the  treaty  between  Holland  and  Brandenha^ff 
was  rendered  nfelefs,  and  the  republic  was  expofed  to  all  the 
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Jftgeanceof  Clwles  Guftavusy  irritated  at  her  engagem  ^Aff 
yvith  Denmariy  and  the  Jaie  treaty  with  the  court  of  Berlin^ 
formed  evidently  againft  the  crown  of  Sweden,  To  pre- 
pare againft  accidents,  oblige  the  Swedes  to  return'  to  their 
Own  ports,  and  fecure  the  navigation  of  the  republic,  the 
fiatcs  general  refolved  to  ^uip  agaihfj  the  fpring  a  fqua- 
dron  of  fifty  flxips  of  war.  The  Dutch  corjimcrce  in  the  north 
was  interrupted  by  a  Sivedijh  fleet  which  blocked  up  Dunt^ 
%lck^  where  no  veflcls  were  iufFered  to  cnter^  except  upon 
certain  conditions  ;  and  Gu/lavus  had  impofed  a  duty  on  all 
nierchandifc  fent  to  Pillau  ar/d  other  fea-ports  of  PrtiJJta. 
This  condu<ft  he  juftified  by  the  example  of  the  Hollanders^ 
who  bad  prohibited  the  Swedift)  fliips  from  entering  the  port* 
gf  Flanders  during  the  war  with  Spain^  although  they  them- 
felves  were  furnilhing  the  enemy  with  ammunition  and  pro-* 
vifion;  and  like  wife  by  their  conduct  in  the  late  war  with 
England^  ^ 

This  laft  tranfadion  it  was  that  determined  the  ftated 
general  to  difpatcb  M.  Van  Buinin^en  to  Copenhagen^  to  en-  -^  /j*^- 
gage  his  Danijh  majefty  to  declare  openly  againft  Szued^n  ;  ^^  ^^ 
tut  that  prince   dreaded  the  viAorious  arms  of  Gu/lavUs,    ^^  ^Ut^ 
They  iikewife  made  fome  overtures  to  Cromwel  with  refpeft  anaUfmt 
to  the  liruation  of  affairs  in  the  north  ;   but  Charley  Gufiavus  "***"*' 
))ad  anticipated  them  in  their  defignson  the  electorate.     He 
had^fent  an,;^mba^dor  to  England  to  explain  his  reafons  for 
declaring  war  againft  Poland,  to  propofe  means  for  prevent- 
ing the  Dutch  from  trading  to  the  Baltic,   under  pretence 
^at  it  w^s  injurious  to  the  EngliJ})  commerce,  and  to  fettle 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  refpeS:  to  the  imports  and  exports 
of  the  two  kingdoms  in  their  mutual  trade. 

All  this  time,  M.  Nieuport  continued  in  Lmdm,  in  qua<- 
Jity  of  envoy  from  the  ftates,  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the 
Mian  trade>  the  difputes  relative  to  Amhoyna,  and  to  ftudy 
fhe  proteflor's  difpofition  towards  Sweden,  Commiflioner* 
were  appointed  by  the  two  Eajl  India  companies  for  adjufl:-* 
jng  their  difputes  s  but  the  limited  timp^  elapfed  without 
their  coming  to  any  agreement:  upon  which  the  proteftant 
cantons  of  Switzerland  wtrc  <;]\o{cn  arbitrators;  the  worft 
^ey  could  poijibly  have  thought  of  in  commerckil  affairs,  ^ 

"The  Swifs  no  fboner  opened  their  mouths  as   umpires,  than  ^    ^ 
fiicy  betrayed  their  profound  ignorance  of  trade  and  navfga^  Tteijutm 
tion;    upon  which  the  contending  parties  perceiving  ^^'^  ^'^f^^ 
f  rror,  prolonged  the  fpace  allowed  for  the  negotiation.     It  /•'  '^[^ 
yfs^s  no(  the  ikfire  of  giving  fatisfa£iion  to  E^igbndy  but  of  ^„g]in^ 
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obtaining  redcefs,  thatiinade  the  Hollanders  folicitous  aboiit 
this  negotiation.  The  EngUJh  Eajl  India  company  accufeJ 
theDtf/f&commiiEoners  of  {hufBing  and  duplicity  inthereftU 
tution  of  Pokronj  and  indemnification  of  the  loffes  fuftained 
by  the  company  in  India 'y  and  the  commiflioners  wanted  to 
ballance  this  againft  the  lofTes  of  the  republic,  in  confequence 
of  the  fciiure  of  their  (hips  by  Englijh  privateers  before  and' 
/  fince  the   war.     They  piled  Cr^^mit^^/*  with   remonftrances 

upon  this  head  \  for  ftill  the  grievance  was  forely  felt,  and 
their  merchants  daily  plundered  in  the  high  feas  by  Twarms 
of  privateers  fitted  out  againft  the  Spaniards^  with  whom 
Cromwel  was  now  at  war*     In   the  end,  thefe  altercations 
fubfided  in  a  treaty  between  France  and  England^  in  which 
the  republic  was  included  ;    after  which,  both  nations  feni 
fleets  to^e  Mediurraneariy  to  fupprefs  the  jflgerine  corfairs, 
who  had  given  abundance   of  difturbance  to  their  co^ 
mcrcc^ 
'bijfenfioni      WiHLE  the  republic  was  fortifying  itfelf  againft  the  dc- 
wnong  the  ^^%^^  oi  Sweden  on  the  one  hand,  and  oi  England  on  the 
provinces,  other,  a  variety  of  circumftances  contributed  to  difturb  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  the  provinces.      One  of  the  chi^ 
was  the  project  concerted  by  M.  de  If^tt^  for  bringing  tk 
revenue  into  proper  order,  by  the  reduftibn  of  intereft  paS- 
by  the  government ;  but  the  great  addrefs  of  that  ftatefmail  j 
furmounted  all  difficulties   in  this  afFair,  in  a  manner  alK)^.| 
gether  unexpected,  and  convinced  the  creditors,  -that  it  vft' 
more  to  their  advantage  to  receive  four  per  cent,  than  Wj 
withdraw  their  money  ;  becaufe  by  this  means  the  forcig 
debts  might  be  paid  off,  and  the  intereft  of  their  ow»  lojg 
increafed  as  the  capital  debt  diminiflied.     This  was  de  W^ 
project,  and  not  what  we  are  told  by  foroe  EngUJh  writeHj 
of  equal  afleflments  on  all  the  provinces,  which  would  haf^ 
proved  the  fevereft  op'preffion,  confidering  their.  inequati| 
in  point  of  wealth  and  ability.     To  this  w^s  added  anothrf' 
fubjedl  of  debate*     The  death  of  Brederode^  marefcfial  genfr' 
ral  of  the  camp,  raifed   up  a  variety  of  candidates  for  X^ 
employment.     Thofe  of  moft  confideratipn  were  both  of  the 
\iO\x(t  ei  Orange.     Maurice  chimed  it  as  the  right  offenioj 
rity  and  long  fervices  ;  and  William^  governor  of  Fri/ebi^ 
founded  his  expedlations  on  his  own  influence  and  avarid; 
ous  connexions.     All  the   partisans  of  the  Orange  fami| 
ceded  with  the  other;    bVit  the  province  of  Holland  patrO* 
nized  the  former,  out  of  perfonal  pique  to  prince  WiBa^ 
The  ftates  of  Holland  had  not  forgot  the  attempt  upon  A* 
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Jlei^dam^  nor  the  violence  with  which  TVilliam  haJ  bppdfcd 
the  exclufion-aft.  The  ccurltf  would  have  carried  his  poihc 
in  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates  general,  were  it  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  of  voices  j  but  here  unaniniity  was  ne- 
ceflary,  and  Holland  affirmed,  that  the  oftce  was  dangerous 
in  time  of  peace,  as  it  conftantly  gave  the  command  of  the 
army  to  th^  fame  perfon,  who  might  thereby  acquire  an  un- 
due influence.  M.di  U^tt  prefented  a  memoria],  which  he 
hoped  would  reconcile  ali  differences,  but  it  rather  ferved 
to  quiet  for  a  time,  than  remove  the  diflenfions ;  for  the 
office  in  difpute  remained  vacant,  and  the  candidates  fooa 
after  refumcd  their  pretcnfions.  Next  followed  fome  alter-* 
cation  about  the  manner  of  educating  the  young  prince  o^ 
Orangt,  Soiiie  were  for  appointing  la  minifter  of  the  gofpel 
f9&his  preceptor,  that  he  might  be  early  inftru£led  in  the 
principles  of  the  reformed -religion.  This  opinion  was  fup* 
ported  by  Zealand  i  but  the  ftatesof //^//^n^oppofed  it,  from 
in  apprehendon  that  the  clergy  would  blend  politicks  with 
leligion.  The  princcfs  governante  requefted  that  the  prince 
might  be  put  under  the  tuition  of  certain  members  of  the 
Sates  general,  and  the  courts  of  juftice,  that  his  tender  mind 
(night  receive  deep  impreffions  of  the  conftitution  and  form 
pf  government  \  but  the  ftates  general  fearing  that  fhe  in- 
tended by  this  compliment  to  gain  an  influence  over  the 
inoft  conuderable  members  of  their  body,  declined  the  ho- 
nour, under  pretence  that  they  could  not  decently  i;iterfer« 
jrith  the  proper  bufmefs  of  the  prince's  guardians.  This 
kbate  renewed  in  fome  provinces  the  old  affair  of.  the 
padtholderfhip }  particularly  in  Overyjfel^  where  the  towns 
M  villages  were  filled  with  riot  and  confufion.  As  ufual, 
I  thoufand  other  points  of  altercation  arofe  from  this  fmgle 
}ueflion ;  and  the  point  now  was  not,  whether  there  (hould 
>e  a  ftadtholder,  but  whether  certain  cities  enjoyed  certain 
>rivileges  ?  It  was  a  difpute  between  one  city  and  another, 
ibout  points  which  had  no  relation  to  the  general  plan  of 
{overnmcnt,  and  therefore  fcarcc  worthy  of  notice  in  a  ge* 
aeral  hiftory  ®. 

Wb  (hall  conclude  the  year*  with  obferving  that  a  vio-  ^   . 
ent  plague  appeared  in  Leyden^  Mrhich  fwept  off  near  four  ^P^i^^- 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants;  but  was  happily  prevented  by  ^^    *^* 
the  diligence  of  the  magiftrates  from  fpreading  itfelf  further       *     '^ 
ifito  the  provinces ;  and  next,  the  magiftrates  of  Amjierdam 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  immcnfe  pile  of  building,  lincc 
iuuverfally  known  by  the  name  of  Stadthoufe^ 
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A.  D.       The  new  year  produced  fre(h  caufes  rf  apprcbcnlioJV 
1656.    that  th^  Dutch  commerce  might  fuiFer  from  the  rapid  cod- 
quefts  of  the  Swedes^  as  the  ftates  were  upon  very  indiiTerest 
terms  with  that  crown.     They  had  iStted  out  a  large  faua- 
'  dron  for  the  protedion  of  tlic  Baltic  trade ;  but  the  aS^ 
ranees  given  by  the  Swedijh  amba0ador  lulled  the  ftates  ifll» 
fecurity,  and  prevented  the  failing  of  that  powerful  arma- 
ment.   Now   the  duties  laid  by  the  king   on  all  Dad 
traders    to  Riga^   again  roufed  the  republic,    and  dctef' 
mined  her  to  adt  vigorbufly.    With  this  view,  (he  fentaiv 
bafladors  to  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm ;  to  the  former,  witk 
intention  to  excite  his  Danijh  majefty  againft  the  Swtk\ 
9nd  to  tile  latter,  to  remonftrate  on  the  injury  done  totbek 
commerce  by  the  late  unwarrantable  and  arbitrary  impot 
q'^  tions.     The  envoys  were  arretted  at  Lauwenburgh^  througk 

Swedes  Which  they  propofed  pafHng  in  their  way  to  Dantzick^  ^ 
arrefl  the  afterwards  releafed,  and  apologies  made  to  the  ftates  gene* 
Duich  en-  ral :  however,  this  conduft  fervid  only  to  inflame  their  ani* 
*v«y.  mofity.     In  confequence,  admiral  0/^/7/w  received  qrdcrstP 

fail  direfily  for  the  Balt'iCy  to  protect  all  the  Dutch  (hippioft 
andxlay  every  poflible  obftruQion  in  the  way  of  his  Stwi? 
majefty,  if  he  refolved  upon  the  fiege  of  Dantzkk.  OhH 
Cromwel  interpofed,  exhorted  the  ftates  not  to  break  w4 
Gujlavusy  and  offered  his  mediation  to  reconcile  their  ff 
ferences,  under  pretence  of  a  zealous  regard  for  the  p* 
teftant  religion  ;  but  his  intentions  were  (ufpefted.  Cn^ 
ivel  was  well  known  to  have  ufed  religion  as  a  mafic,  tocm 
ccal  the  moft  daring  and  villainous  defigns  ;  the  ftates  pel 
fuaded  themfelves,  for  this  reafon,  that  he  muft  have  M 
other  obje£l:  in  view,  than  the  good  of  the  church.  In  tiiA 
anfwer,  therefore,  to  the  proteSor's  letter,  they  warmly  ifj 
plauded  his  piety ;  but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  Cram, 
ihould  perceive  they  were  not  blipded  by  his  afFeSedco* 
cern  for  religion  ;  adding,  that,  far  from  having  any  Inttlft 
tron  of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  Gu/iavuSj  they  hadW 
ftmbafladors  to  renew  the  ancient  alliance  between  di 
crown  of  Sweden  and  the  republic. 
B'/hd^  About  this  time  Gu/iavus  turned  His  thoughts  towaitli 
ivkh  Denmark.  He  fent  M.  Durell  to  the  court  of  Copenhagnhtf 
Sweden^  hopes  of  perfuading  the  king  to  join  with  him  in  oppofif 
the  entrance  of  admiral  Opdam  into  the  Baltic.  Previous* 
this,  the  fenate  of  Denmark  had  remonftrated  to  the  corf 
of  Sweden  on  the  confequences  of  the  war  with  Poland \^ 
their  letter  produced  no  eiFeft,  as  the  king  was  then  abfeotj 
This  affair  M,  Durell  had  jnftrudions  to  take  into  confi^H 
ration  i  but  the  king  of.i>tf»w<»'^4eclarcdy  that  be  coulJ 
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[)•(  trt at  with  Sweden  without  the  confent  of  the  Dutch  am* 
baflador,  M.  Van  Buiningen,  Durell  infiiled  that  no  ftrangers. 
Ihoald  be  admitted  to  the  conferences  \  the  Danes  took  the 
part  of  Buimngeny  and  the  difpute  rofe  high,  about  the  timt 
that  Opdam  arrived  at  Dantzicky  where  he  was  received  as  the 
raviour  of  the  city.  Sweden  infiftcd  that  the  republic  could 
^nd  no  afEftance  to  the  magiftrates  of  Dantzukj  without 
violating  the  treaty  of  1640,  ancf  Opdam  pleaded  his  in*  x 
Iruftions.  At  laft,  conferences  were  appointed  at  Elhing^ 
Inhere  this  affair  was  to  be  maturely  diicuffed.  In  confe- 
}uence,  a  treaty  took  places  the  treaty  of  1645  was 
cnewed  ;  the  commerce  of  neither  party  was  to  be  dif- 
urbed  in  the  Baltic  by  the  war  between  Sweden  and  Poland ; 
I  tariff  was  eftabliflied,  and  the  duties  on  trade  regulated 
ipon  the  former  footing.  The  kings  of  France  and  Denmarij 
:he  proteflor  of  England^  and  the  cle<5lor  of  Brandenburgh^ 
«^ere  likewife  lAcluded  in  this  treatv.  The  city  of  Dantzick  * 
ihb  had  permiffion  to  Continue  fubjeft  to  the^kirjg  of  Po^ 
W)  provided  the  magiftrates  afforded  no  ailiftance  aga^iflr 
Sweden  «*. 

The  treaty  of  Elblng  gave  fatisfaftion  only  to  the  parties  Am^ty 
immediately  concerned.  The  king  of  Denmark  could  not  ^/Elbinj. 
jerfuade  himfelf  that  the  Dutchy  after  the  expehce  of  equip- 
ping fo  cotifiderable  an  armament,  would  return  to  their 
forts,  upon  no  other  fecurity  than  general  promifes  fet  down 
«i  paper.  M.  Buiningen  took  fire  at  Danizici's  being  de- 
Irted^  and  wrote  in  the  moft  pfeffing  manner  to  the  pen- 
pnery  de  ftliy  to  procure  an  order  from  the  ftates  ge^- 
peral  for  admiral  Opdam  to  feize  upon  fome  of  the 
Blands  of  the  Baltic^  where  the  fleet  might  winter,  under 
toe  direction  of  the  king  of  Denmarky  who  had  it  in  bis 
power  to  ferve  the  republic  effedually.  Notwithftanding 
ihis  application  the  fleet  returned,  the  public  exclaimed 
stgainft  the  unnecefTary  expencc  of  the  armament,  and  the 
ftates  vindicated  it,  by  demonftrating,  that  to  it  was  owing 
file  treaty  of  Elbing^  which  they  aflirmcd  was  equally  ad- 
vantageous and  neceffary  to  the  republic. 
'While  the  ftates  were  endeavouring  to  vindicate  the 
fteafures  they  had  taken  for  fecuring  the  trade  of  the  Baltic^ 
♦heloudeft  complaints  were  made  to  the  fcveral  colleges  of 
.^e  admiralty,  againft  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
f'^glijh  privateers.  De  Ruyter  was  ordered  to  put  to  fca,^ 
^ith  a  refpediable  fquadion,  for  the  proteSion  of  the  Duich 
^namcrce  j  but  he  foon  found  the  ofBcc  extremely  dif- 
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agreeable,  and  remonftrated  to  the  ftates  upon  the  libcrtj 
aflumcd  by  the  fmalleft  Englijb  frigate  of  fearcbing  the  men 
of  war  of  the  republic.     Alarmed  at  this  report,  Rujier  had 
orders  to  reftrain  the  Englijb  from  committing  violence,  or 
any  way  injuring  the  fubjedb  of  the  ftates ;  but  he  was  like- 
wife  cautioned  to  avoid,  at  all  events,  the  neceffity  of  com* 
ing  to  a  ruptupe  with  CramvueU  by  fhewing  the  Englijh  the 
cleareft  proofs  in  his  power,  that  none  of  the  fhips  under 
his  convoy  were  engaged  in  an  illicit  trafEc.     They  likc' 
wife  remonftrated  to  the  proteftor  5  but  Cromwel  knew  his 
own  fuperiority,    and    gave  no   ear  to  their  complaints. 
He  was  now   deeply   engaged    in  the  means  of  gaining 
poileiHon  of  Dunkirk^  the  price  of  the  affiftance  given  to 
the  French  againft  the  Spaniardsj  and  confequently  not  at 
leifure  to  examine  trifling  matters,  regarding  Dutch  traders. 
As  the  <Jates  knew  their  inability  to  redrefs  themfelves,  they 
were  forced  to  fupport  with  patience  infult^  which  they 
could  not  repel  ®. 
A.  D,        Ne^t  year  produced  fome  new  difficulties  with  refpcSto 
IJ&57. »  the  affairs  of  the  J^orth^  and  the  treaty  of  Elbingj  which  the 
The^JIaies,  ftates  general,  after  long  delays,  refufed  at  latt  to  ratify. 
re/u/i  to    The  king  of  Denmark  exerted  his  utmoft  influence  to  pre- 1 
ratify  the  vail  on  the  Dutch  not  to  confent  to  a  treaty  fo  inconfiftent 
treaty  c^    with  their  engagements  to  him ;  and  the  maritime  provincej 
^  SlbiAg.      like  wife  exclaimed  againft  it,  as  it  difapppinted  their  mighty 
expectations  from  Opddrns  expedition.     Neither  were  tb« 
Dqptzickers  at  all  pleafed  with  .a  meafure,  which  tied  then 
down  to  the  neceffity  of  giving  no  oppofition  to  the  am- 
bitious views  of  Guftavus^  although  they  had  no  other  fc- 
curity  than  a  general  promife  for  his  not  attacking  their 
city.     As  to  the  king  of  Denmarkf  be  refolved   to  profit 
bv  the  prefent  fituation  of  Swedenj  involved  in  a  war  with 
,aU  her  powerful  neighbours,  for  executing  certain  defigns 
he  had  formed  on  Sfhonen,  Norway^  and  Germany.     It  was 
~  of  the  utnioft  confequence  to  engage  the  republic  in  his  in- 
tereft,   and  this  he  laboured   by   his    ambafTador  at  the 
Hague ;  but  found  the  ftates  little  difpofed  to  accept  the 
propofed  defenfive  alliance.  However,  the  negotiations  upon 
this  fubjecS  retarded  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  EHiniy 
and  gave  the  Danijh  monarch  hppes,    that  he  might  at 
length  be  able  to  fucceed.    There  was,  befides,  another  ob* 
jedlion  to  the  treaty.    It  was,  that  fome  of  the  articles  were 
by  no  means  clearly  exprefTed,  particularly  thofe  relative  to 
tl^p  djity  on  mcrchandife.    The  king  of  Sweden  infifted  oa 
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fVe  execution  of  the  tariff,  and  the  regulations  made  in 
1640.  To  this  the  Dutch  anfwered,  that  all  the  fubjeds 
of  Che  Unitid  ProvinceSj  who  built  (hips  in  Sweden  at  their 
own  expence,  were  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  natives  . 
of  that  kingdom.  This  the  king  denied,  unlefs  they  fixed 
their  refidence  in  Sweden^  and  became  fubje<Sls  of  that 
crown.  It  would,  he  affirmed,  be  attended  with  the  worft  / 
confequences  to  his  people,  to  fufFer  ftrangers  to  cut  down 
the  finctt  forefts  to  bUild  Ihips,  perhaps  to  fight  againft 
their  own  king  and  countr)r.  In  a  word,  he  reafoned  this 
point  fo  ftrongly,  that  the  Dutch  ambaffadors  were  filenced, 
and  forced  to  content  themfelves  with  a  general  reply,  that 
they  would  wait  for  farther  inftru6Honsfrom  the  ftates  ^ 

Though  the  ftates  were  unable  to  anfwcr  the  argu-  :jffrefli 
tticnts  -urged  by  Gujiavus^  they  neverthelefs  with-held  th^  quarrel 
ratification  defired,  and  ftrongly  infmuated  that  this  could  ivith 
only  be  obtained  on  the  conditions  mentioned.  It  was  not  Sweden, 
the  bufinefs  of  Gufiavus  to  drive  the  Dutch  into  the  arms  of 
Denmark.  He  was  fenfible  of  this,  and  tried  every  expe- 
dient to  gain  them  to  his  own  intereft.  He  made  diveri 
fpecious  propofals,  all  of  which  the  ftates  rejeSed,  as  they 
knew  well  the  terms  that  would  be  expeded.  The  true 
intereft  of  the  ftates  confifted  in  fuffcring  the  northern 
princes  to  exhauft  each  other  by  wars  and  bloody  battles  5 
for  this  reafon  it  was,  that  M.  Van  Buiningen  was  blamed  for 
atliijiating  the  ftates  of  Holland  againft  the  king  of  Sweden^ 
by  reprefenting  the  advantage  they  might  deduce  from 
the  alliance  of  the  crown  of  Denmark.  By  his  inftigations 
the  city  of  Amjlerdam^  of  which  he  was  penfionery,  inclined 
ftrongly  to  the  crown  of  Denmark^  and  had  already  fuppiied 
that  kingdom  with  a  great  number  of  armed  fliips  to  (erve 
againft  Sweden  under  Danijh  cdours.  Several  deputies  of 
the  ftates  general  were  accufed  of  corruption,  and  this 
matter  was  put  beyond  doubt,  by  letters  from  the  Swedijb 
ambaflador  at  the  Hagtie^  which  were  interqppted  by  the 
king  of  Denmark^  and  fent  over  to  Holland.  Here  the 
Swedijh  minifter  appeared  perfe£Uy  acquainted  with  all 
that  paffed  in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  general,  and  had 
likewife  acquainted  his  matter  that  divers  of  the  deputies 
received  penfions  from  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Denmark. 
He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fpecify  the  fums,  and  the  channels 
of  payment  and  intercourfc.  Complaints  were  made  of  the 
Stt/^rf/y*  ambaffador  for  the  liberties  he  had  taken  with  the 
reputation  of  their  high  mightinefles  3  and  he  vindicated 

^  Idem.  ibid. 
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fiimfcir,  by  affirming,  that  he  was  only  anfwerable  to  thl 
king  his  mafter  for  the  contents  of  his  letters,  and  that  bii 
J)anijh  majefly  had  violated  the  law?  of  nations,  by  inter* 
'Cepting  the  letters  of  a  prince  with  whom  he  was  not  at 
open  war.     Not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  wrote  a  farcaftic  epi- 

f;ram  upon  the  ftates,  which  had  more  wit  than  prudencci 
rritated  at  his  conchift  they  refufed  to  enter  into  confe* 
rences  with  him  ;  upon  which  his  Swedtflt  majefty  declared 
he  would  hold  no  communication  with  the  deputies  of  the 
ftates,  and  accordingly  refufed  them  audience,  though  they 
bore  the  charader  of  ambafladors  extraordinary.  This  en- 
creafed  the  animofity.  The  ftates  refented  his  Sivedljh  ma« 
jefty*s  putting  their  ambafladors  upon  a  footing  with  his 
tninifter,  vefted  with  no  hizher  charafter  than  that  of  a 
r^fident ;  they  wrote  to  the  King,  and  he  replied,  that  hi 
was  aftonifhed  to  fee  a  people  who  had  but  a  few  years 
before  granted  precedency  to  the  envoys  of  clediors,  talk  in 
fo  high  a  ftrain  about  the  dignitv  of  their  ambafTadors. 
The  province  of  Holland  immediately  fcnt  orders  to  the  am- 
bafladors to  return,  unlcfs  thq.  king  apologifed  for  the  con- 
dud  of  his  refldent,  or  granted  them  an  audience.  Three 
of  the  provinces  oppofed  this  rcfolution,  which  they  feared 
would  produce  an  open  rupture  ;  upon  which  Hallofid  re- 
laxed, and  confenteid  that  the  refldent  fliould  be  referred 
entirely  to  his  Swedijh  majefty,  either  to  acquit  or  condemn 
his  conduct,  as  he  thought  proper;  in.  hopes  that  this  ill' 
ilance  of  moderation  would  work  a  proper  efFedl  at  the 
court  of  Stdckholm.  Gujiavm  did  not  fail  to  decide  the  dit- 
.pute  in  favour  of  his  refident,  though  he  at  the  fame  tiim 
fltcknowledged  the  civility  of  the  ftates,  by  immediately 
granting  audience  to  their  ambafladors.  The  truth  is,  h( 
fiill  regarded  the  republic  as  a  concealed  enemy,  over* 
jawed  by  fear  and  intereft ;  the  event  juftiiied  the  king's 
opinion  '. 
thidift"  Ji  EN  MARK  having  now  come  to  an  open  rupture 
fince  com*  with  BwedeUy  general  Bilde  traverfed  Holflehty  pafled  the 
fr^/edp  Elbe^  and  poured  in  with  a  Dant/h  army  into  the  duchy  of 
Bremen,  -  After  Wrangel  had  defeated  part  of  his  fleet  be- 
.  jfore  Staie^  he  was  more  fenfible  than  ever,  that  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  lOutch  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  <?f 
his  meafures.  With  thefe  fentiments  he  oflered  terms  fo 
the  ftates  general,  fo  advantageous  a^  fubdued  all  objedioili 
|o  coming  to  a  rupture  with  Sweden^  and  entering  on  er^<* 
'  pgf meats  with  jDenmari»    Tbc  ftates  w^re,  hpwcvcr,  b 
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cautious  as  to  contract  only  a  defenfive  treaty,  whereby  the 
parties  agreed  to  affift  each  other,  if  attacked,  with  a  body 
Kii  fix  thoufand  men,  and  a  fquadron  of  ibips,  or  a  ftipulated 
Aim  of  money,  as  an  equivalent. 

Immersed  in  the  politicks  of  cheA^^r/i&,  theftates  ^\^D\fputit 
not  negle£l  their  connexions    with    the  other  maritimef  between    . 
powers.^    Repeated  complaints  had  been  mzdt  10  Cromwel  ^^^^  court  of 
of  the  depredations  committed  on  the  high  feas  by  his  jJri-  France 
'  Vateers  j  but  all  were  difregarded,  at  leaft  no  fatisfaftloil  ^^^  *^^ 
could  be  obtained.     The  Dutch  commerce  fuffered  equally  ^^/^^^^* 
from  the  fwarms  of  fmall  armed  velTels  that  i/Tued  out  or 
the  French  ports,  and  preyed  upon  the  veffcls  of  the  repub* 
lie.     The  Dutch  merchants   computed  that  328  of  theif 
fliips  had  been  taken  by  thofe  privateers.     M.  Boreely  thd 
Dutch  envoy,  applied  to  the  French  court  for  fatisfacSion^ 
and  above  mty  arrets  of  council  had  pafled,  to  oblige  the 
captors  to  make  reftitution,  but  without  effeft.     At  ilfcf- 
feilles  they  attacked  the  Dutch  conful  publickly,  covered  hiai 
with  wounds,  and  left  him  wallowing  in  his  blaod,  becaufe 
be  had  attempted  to  enforce  the  ambalTador's  orders,   and 
the  king's  arrets.     This  laft  violence  fo  incenfed  the  flates, 
that  they  fcnt  inftrudions  tp  de  RuyieTj  to  take  all  fhips 
coming  out  of  Toulon,     The  admiral  had  not  long  received 
his  orders  before  he  met  with  two  Toukn  privateers,  the  one 
mounting  forty,  the  other  fourteen  guns.    Thefe  he  took, 
removing^  all  the  prifoncrs  on  board  his  own  (hips,  wher^ 
they  foon  introdufced  a  contagious  diforder,  of  which  the 
greater  number  of  themfelves,    and    many  of  the  Dutdi 
faiiors  died.    It  was  well  known  that  thefe  Ihips  had  been 
built  in  Sweden  ;  that  they  belonged  to  the  French  king,  and 
that  cardinal  Mazarin  had  procured  commiffions  for  the  re-   , 
puted  owners,  on  condition  that  he  fhared  in  the  captures; 
They  were  the  fineft-going  ihips  of  France^  and  had  made 
an  infinity  of  prizes  in  this  cruife.     Mazarin  was  incenfed 
at  the  prefumption  of  de  Ruyter^  and  the  lofs  of  his  (hips,  and 
the  immenfe  fums  of  money  on  board.     He  reprefented  him 
as  a  pirate  who,  under  falfe  colours,  made  prize  of  the 
French  veflTels.     He  faid,  that  if  the  Dutch  commerce  had 
been  injured  by  private  fubjefts  of  the  French  king,  the 
ftates  ought  not  to  retaliate  upon  the  royal  navy,  cfpecially 
as  the  king  had  iffued  arrets  to  oblige  the  captors  to  make 
fatisfa£Uon.   It  was  urged  in  council,  that  fuch  an  indignity 
to  the  crown  could  only  be  wafhed  out  by  the  blood  of  thofe 
who  had  committed  it,  and  that  if  reparatton^Was  not  made, 
ivar  ought  to  be  declared  againft  the  republic,  and  the 
whole  nation  perfecuted  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  for  Ikreen- 

inj; 
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ing  fo  notorious  offenders,  and  thereby  becoming  parties  ia 
the  offence.  However  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
French  monarchy  this  fpirited  condud  might  appear,  the  ad- 
vice was  tempered  bv  the  prudence  of  the  chancellor,  and 
the  moderation  of  M.  Vttteroi^  who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the 
entering  upon  violent  meafures  ;  however,  they  could  not 
prevent  the  cardinal's  ifluing  an  order  for  fcizing  upon  all 
the  Dutch  (hips  and  cffeSs  in  the  ports  of  France,  This  was 
accordingly  executed.  Alarmed  at  fo  unprecedented  a  pro- 
ceeding, the  ftates  ordered  M.  Boreel  to  reprefcnt  their  afto- 
nifbment  at  feeing  their  (hips  arretted  by  the  king's  order, 
in  dired  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  without  any 
application  to  them,  to  know  whether  or  not  they  approved 
of  tU  Ruyter*s  conduct,  without  even  refleSing,  whether 
jieceiEty  did  not  require  that  a  check  (hould  be  given  the 
privateers,  as  they  had  affaulted  the  Dutch  conful,  in  con« 
tempt  of  the  king's  own  authority. 

BOREEL  did  not  wait  the  orders  of  the  (late  txr 
fulfill  the  duties  of  his  oiEce.  He  demanded  an  audience 
of  the  king,   which  was  granted.     He  remonftratcd  with 

freat  fpirit  and  intrepidity,  though  he  was  thrice  interrupted 
y  the  carfJinal,  who  faid,  **  His  fpecch  was  not  thcde- 
*«  claration  of  a  minifter,  but  the  declafnation.  of  a  rhe- 
*•  torician."  BoreeFs  refleilions  upon  the  minifter  were 
indeed  fo  free  and  fevcre,  that  he  could  expeft  no^xtra- 
ordinary  effcfts  from  his  remonftrance.  All  he  obtained 
was  a  tolerably  (ilent  hearing  from  the  young  monarch, 
guided  entirely  by  his  prime  minifter.  Nor  did  Mazarm 
content  himfelf  with  paying  no  regard  to  the  reprefentations 
of  the  Dutch  ambaflador.  He  fent  M.  di  Thou  to  the 
Hague^  to  demand  fatisfadion  for  the  infult  committed  by 
Ruyeter^  without  fo  much  as  releafing  the  Dutch  (hipping. 
De  Thou  entered  into  a  detail  of  Ruyter^s  conduA,  which 
he  afHrmed,  before  the  ftates,  was  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
of  civilized  countries,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  honour 
of  the  republic.  It  defer ved  the  fevereft  chaftifement,  as 
treachery  was  added  to  injuftice.  He  had  hoifted  tk 
Englijh  flag,  and  deceived  the  Fnench  under  falfe  colours, 
which  was  never  done,  except  by  barbarous  nations  and 
Turkijh  pyrates,  when  they  lay  in  wait  for  their  Chriftian 
prey.  He  had  like  wife  (hewn  the  utmoft  treachery  t&'thc 
ficur  de  Lundj  captain  of  the  largeft  frigate,  by  writing 
him  a  civil  letter,  which  induced  the  unmfpeaing  Frcfd- 
man  to  vifit  de  Ruyter  on  board,  where  he  was  detained  pri- 
foner.  He  aggravated  the  offence  by  a  thoufand  additional 
circumftances  i  and  concluded  with  requefting  their  high 

3  oiighti- 
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migbtincflcs  to  rcfleft  well  upon  the  confequcnces  of  fuch 
ufage  to  the  fervants  of  a  great  king,  and  protcfting  that 
his  inftruSions  would  allow  him  to  enter  upon  no  other 
bufinefs,  or  receive  any  propofitions,  until  he  received  a 
definitive  anfwer  to  his  demands.  To  this  M.  de  GhtnU 
who  prefided  in  the  aflembly  of  the  ftate?  general,  replied. 
That  the  Dutch  had  fo  evidently  a  right  to  make  repiifals, 
that  his  excellency,  who  was  himfelf  a  lawyer,  if  he  would  ' 

reafon  impartially,  could  not  but  acquit  de  Ruyter^  and 
juftifjr  the  conducft  of  the  ftates.  Two  days  after  an  order 
was  iflued  for  flopping  all  the  French  {hips  and  mer- 
chandife  in  the  ports  of  Holland.  To  be  in  a  condition  to 
maintain  this. vigorous  refolution,  it  was  propofed  to'  aug- 
ment the  navy  with  twelve  capital  (hips,  and  to  block  up 
the  coafts  of  France  fo  clofely  as  to  prevent  all  attempts  of  a 
rcvenge5  and  render  ufelefs  the  fwarms  of  privateers  with 
which  the  ports  were  crowded^  The  ftates  of  Holland^ 
who  had  projedled  thefe  fpirited  defigns,  reprefented  them 
to  the  ftates  general  y  they  applauded  the  conduS  of  Boreel^ 
who  had  fupported  his  character  with  dignity,  and  cvea 
juftified  di  Ruyter*  Several  of  the  provinces  were  for  coming 
to  an  open  rupture  with  France ;  but  the  ftates  general 
were  more  moderate.  Their  firft  care  was  to  guard  ftri6lly 
againft  corruption,  as  it  was  infinuated  that  M.  de  Ihou 
was  charged  with  large  funis  of  money  for  this  purpofe. 
With  this  view  an  oath  was  drawn  up  and  fent  to  the  ftates 
of  all  the  provinces,  obliging  the  members  to  accept  of 
no  prefents,  ftrenuoufly  to  ftand  up  in  the  intereft  of  their 
country }  to  be  biafled  by  no  private  defigns,  and  not  only 
to  rejed  all  overtures  that  had  a  tendency  towards  obtain* 
ifig  an  undue  influence,  but  to  render  public  every  fuch 
propofaU  At  laft  the  ftates  general  and  the  ftajtes  of 
'Holland^  each  in  a  body,  gave  their  final  anfwer  to  the 
ambafTador.  They  complained  of  the  depredations,  pyra- 
cies,  and  robberies,  committed  by  the  fubiecSs  of  the  French 
king,  for  which  no  fatisfa6tion  was  made  by  the  govern** 
ment.  They  demanded  the  ^execution  of  the  arrets  granted 
by  the  council,  reftitution  of  the  (hips  and  efFeSs  feized 
by  order  of  the  king,  and  an  apology  for  the  indignity  paf- 
fcd  on  the  republic  in  the  perfon  of  her  conful  at  Marfeilies^ 
particularly  for  the.  liberties  taken,  by  the  commiflioners 
nxRouen^  and  other  places,  of  examining  the  papers,  feal- 
ingup  the  cbefts,  and  taking  pofTef&on  of  the  warehoufes 
of  Dutch  merchants. 

D  E  THOXJ^  finding  he  could  efFefi  nothing  by  a  high 
IkUii^  wrote  to  his  court  for  more  moderate  iaftru(Siions  ; 

and 
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and  be  was  ordered  to  aflure  the  ftates  they  IhouM  bav« . 
atnple  fatisfadion,  upon  reftitution  of  the  two  frigates  takeA 
by  di  Ruyitry  after  which  a  treaty  of  oavigation  and  com- 
merce ihould  be  fcrtled.  Even  this  propofition  was  re- 
jcfted  ;  upon  which  the  ambaflador  declared  the  king  would 
be  contented  with  a  promife  of  reftitution,  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  (hips,  and  he  would  in  the  mean  time  give  all  the 
fatisfafHon  required.  From  fuch  ample  conceffioiis  it  was 
imagined  the  suFair  was  happily  at  an  end  ;  but  the  cardinal 
ncgle<3cd  the  ratification  ofthefe  preliminaries  i  upon  which 
the  ftates  took  fire  a  fecond  time,  prohibited  all  intercourfc 
with  Franciy  and  gave  orders  to  the  naval  officers  to  take 
French  fliips  wherever  they  were  found*  Never  had  the 
ftates  difplayed  more  firmncfs  and  intrepidity  than  upon 
this  occaiion ;  but  though  they  bid  defiance  to  all  menaces, 
they  were  eafily  appcafiwi  by  conceflions.  The  king  wrote 
*  them  a  lettet,  which  entirely  fubducd  byjcnity  that  fpirit 
which  fcemed  to  Tife  with  oppofition. 

The  conftancy  of  the  republic  was,  in  a  great  mca-» 
fure,  owing  to  her  ignorance  of  the  treaty  in  agitation  be- 
tween Cromwel  and  Mazarin.  Mean  time,  an  accident 
happened,  which  had  almoft  deftroyed  the  effe£l  of  the 
king's  letter  to  the  ftates,  arid  the  treaty  concluded  in  con- 
fequence.  Ruyter^  then  upon  a  cruize,  was  informed  by  the 
Dutch  conful  at  Leghorn^  that  five  French  fliips  of  war  had 
put  into  Fia  Reggia^  a  port  belonging  to  the  little  republic 
of  Lucca :  thither  he  purfued  them,  but  being  driven  out 
ot  his  courfe  by  a  ftorm,  they  had  intelligence  of  his  de- 
fign,  and  made  the  beft  fail  for  Parto  Luna^  a  harbour  ill 
the  G^;r^(/^^ dominions.  Here  they  were  blocked  up  by 
A  Ruyter^  who,  though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  attack 
them  in  a  neutral  port,  found  means  fo  to  diftrefs  them, 
that  they  were  on  the  point  of  furrendering  at  difcfetiofly 
when  advice  arrived  from  the  ftates  of  the  treaty  figncA 
with  the  French  monarch.  De  Ruyter^s  condud  was  fo 
much  approved  on  this  occafion,  that  the  ftates,  to  flicw 
their  fenfe  of  his  merit,  complimented  him  with  a  goM 
chain,  in  teftimony  of  their  regard. 
D'/  te  Scarce  had  the  republic  got  clear  of  thcfe  difputes  with 

ivithFoT"  ^^^  court  of  France^  when  flie  Was  involved  in  others  with 
tugal  ^^^^  ^^  Pijrtugal^  about  their  feveral   pretenfions  in  Brafil 

fihout  the  Mcfl".  Tenhoven  and  tU  Wit  were  fent  envoys  to  Lijbm  to 
BraiiU.       adjuft  the  affair,  and.  prefent  the  overtures  of  a  treaty  of 
accommodation.     The  Portuguefe  miniftry   were  equal!/ 
afloniflied  at  the  propofitions  made,  and  the  powerful  ar- 
maments with  which  they  were  accompanied.    Not  a  mo- 
ment 
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tncnt  was  loft  in  taking  every  mcafurc  for  the  ftcurity 
of  the  kingdom  ;  the  guan!!5  at  Lijbon  were  doubled  ;  idl 
the  captains  of  (hips  had  orders  to  prepare  for  adtion,  and/ 
a  body  of  infantry  was  encamped  on  the  fliore  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  Dutch  fleet.     After  thefe  vigorous  fteps         f 
had  heen   taken,  the  minifters  ventured  to  acquaint  the   « 
Dutch  deputies,  that  the  court  would  net  liften  to  propofals 
made  with  fuch  an  air  of  defiance,  and  with  alt  the  rigour 
of  conquerors.     This  was  highly  refented  by  the  Hollanders^ 
who,  in  the  beat  of  paiBon,  exprefled  themfelves  in  dif- 
refpe£lful  terras  of  the  royal  family,  and  de  SolaSj  fecretary 
of  ftate;  upon  which  orders  were  iflTued  to  feize  upon  all    , 
the  Dutch  merchantmen   in   the  Tagus,    To   fuch   open 
vlolencea  a  declaration  of  war  muft  neceflarily  enfue ;  the 
deputies  qintted  Liji&n  without  taking  leave,  and  A  Rujter 
cook  feveral  Ptrrtuguefe  fhips  in  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Before  their  departure  the  Dutch  commiilaries  had  X^HWarnvitb 
a  declaration  of  war,  fealed  up,  in  the  hands  of  I)^«  P^- Portugal. 
dro  de  Syha»  Rioter  now  thought  himfelf  at  libert^  to. 
m&  offenfively :  accordingly  he  divided  his  fleet  into  thfee 
fouadrons,  and  refolved  to  cruife  in  certain  latitudes  for  the 
Pra^  fleet,  daily  expected  in  Eur.pe.  His  own  divifion 
fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  forty  fail ;  but  the  hazinefs  of  the 
weather  concealed  them  from  his  view.  Only  five  (hips 
were  taken,  and  it  was  from  the  crews  of  them  he  learnt 
that  the  fleet  wa?'fo  numerous.  Another  fleet,  homeward 
bound  from  BraJU,  was  every  day  expected  j  but  the  fear- 
city  of  provifions  obliged  Ruyter  to  quit  his  ftation,  and  re- 
turn to  HoUand,  ^ 

While  the  ftates  were  thus  engaged  in  an  open  rupture  Thefiatu 
with  Portugaly    an   affair  happened,  at  firft  of  feemingly  are  in- 
trivial  moment,  but  in  the  end  pf  ferious  confequenc^s,  with  'vohed  in 
the  neighbouring  princes  of  the  Rhine.  The  elcdtors  ofMentz^  ^"^i^'l, 
Trevesy  and  Cologne,  -the  duke  of  Newburgh,  and  the  bifliop  '^[^^  *^ 
of  Munfter^  were  defirous  of  entering  into  a  ftri6i:  alliance  \j(^^ 
*irith  the  republic,  for  their  mutual  defence.     Their  over-    ****  /* 
tures,  however,  were  coldly  received  by  the  ftates  of  Xea* 
land  and  Frifeland,  though  the  province  of  Holland  approved 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  refpedting  the  navigation  of  the 
Rhiney  upon  the  terms  propofed  a  few  years  before  by  the 
elector  of  Cologne*      This  point,  was   under    deliberation 
when  the  bifhop  of  Munfier,  quarrelling  with  his  own  fub- 
ie£ls,  interrupted  the  negotiation,  and   made  the  republic 
«i>d  the  princes,  inftead  of  joining  in  an  alliance,  embrace 
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l^ppolite  parties,  and  fight  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  invet6« 
rate  enemies.  Bernard  Van  GaUn^  for  fo  the  bifliop  was 
called,  had  fome  years  before  got  poiTeffiori  of  the  fee  o^ 
Munftery  by  a  ftroke  of  policy.  His  uncle,  who  had  bred 
him  up  from  his  infancy,  reckoned  himfelf  fecure  of  being 
elected,  when  he  found  ^imfelf  outwitted  by  his  nephew, 
and  difappointed  in  his  expectations.  The  pope  refufed  tQ 
confirm  the  election  of  Van  Gakn\  but  that  bold,  cnterpri- 
iing  genius,  fpurning  difficulty,  maintained  his  ground,  in 
defpite  of  all  oppoTition,  rendered  himfelf  refpe£table,  and 
even  formed  vaft  projeds  i^  extending  his  power  and  do- 
minion. His  wearing  the  mitre  did  not  prevent  his  ua- 
derftanding  the  fword.  By  nature  he  was  intended  for  a 
foltiier,  and  he  followed  his  inclinations  as  foon  as  an  ^ 
portunity  oiFered.  He  entered  into  all  the  intrigues  of  his 
neighbours,  to  whom  he  hired  out  his  courage  and  bii 
troops.  When  he  was  reproached  for  meditating  fuch  vaft 
defigns  with  fuch  (lender  forces,  he  replied.  That  little  Jaint$ 
frequently  wrought  great  miracles.  Befides  the  Urge  fums  he 
drew  from  the  neighbouring  princes,  he  levied  heavy  taxes 
upon  his  fubje(5h  for  the  fupport  of  the  army»  and,  whea 
they  murmured  at  the  oppreffion,  was  ufed  toiay,  That^ 
worrier  Jhould  have  no  more  compajjian  tljon  the  dtviL  Ife 
foon  began  to  praCiife  this  maxim  upon  his  own  fubje6b( 
Like  moft  other  biftiopricks  in  Germany^  the  fee  of 
Munfter  is  fubje£h:d  to  the  bifhops  in  temporals  as  well  as 
Spirituals,  the  prelates  uniting  in  the  mitre,  the  crofier  and 
the  fccpter.  Some  towns,  within  their  jurifdidion,  how- 
ever, maintained  their  privileges,  and  among  thefe  was  tb9 
city  of  Munfter,  The  burghers  infilled,  that  they  were  not 
obliged  to  receive  the  biihop's  garrifon,  but  that  the  ible 
command  of  the  city  belonged  to  the  inhabitants.  Two 
years  before  the  bifhop  had  introduced  a  body  of  troop$>  as 
jieceflary  to  the  fccurity  of  the  place ;  the  burghers  com- 
plained loudly,  and  the  difpute  was  referred  to  the  ai&mbly 
of  the  provincial  flates,  who  decided  in  favour  of  the 
burghers.  Van  Galen  refufed  to  ftand  by  their  award,  fub* 
mitted  it  to  the  imperial  yerdid,  and  obtained  fix  months 
delay,  to  produce  new  arguments  in  fupport  of  his  preten-* 
fions.  Alarmed  at  this  proceeding,  ^vhich  plainly  indicated 
a  bias  in  favour  of  the  biihop,  the  magiftrates  fent  a  de« 
putation  to  the  Haguey  requeuing  the  republic  to  include 
them  in  the  treaty  lately  made  with  the  Hans  towns.^  The 
grand  penfionery  de  Wity  who  forefaw  the  iflue  of  enterinf 
upon  fuch  engagements,  would  do  nothing  without  coa- 
fuiting  the  fiates,  particularly  thofe  of  Over^el  and  Grvmn' 


«r  Republic  of  Hollami;  415 

^in  ;  but  their  deliberations  were  fo  tedious,  that  the  oppor-p 
tunity  flipped  of  (Irengthening  the  frontiers  towards  that 
quarter.  The  bi(hop  invefted  the  town  with  his  ov^a 
forces,  and  a  body  of  auxiliaries,  and  bombarded  it  with 
fuch  fury,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  above  twQ 
hundred  houfes  were  fet  on  fire,  two  churches  demoli(hed» 
and  a  prieft,  as  he  was  adminiftering  the  facrament  at  the 
altar,  fwept  ofF  with  the  confecrated  bread,  by  a  cannon** 
bullet.  Xhis  terrible  Sacrilege,  committed  by  a  biihop, 
roufed  all  the  fury  of  the  townfmen  ;  they  fallied  out  vigor 
roufly  on  the  befiegers,  and  flew  great.numbers  of  the  pre- 
late's forces,  while  their  wives  and  daughters,  forming 
themfelves  into  companies,  refolutely  defended  the  walls. 
The  ele<9ors  of  Bavarin  and  Saxtny  inierpofed,  as  vicars  of 
the'empire;  thepdpc,  as  father  of  the  church,  reprehend- 
ed his  warlike  fon,  and  blamed  the  bifhop's  ardor  to  take 
arms  upon  fo  (light  an  occaiion  ;  but  more  eiFeflual  remer 
dies  than  pontifical  exhortations  were  requifke. 

When  it  was  known  in  Holland  that  a  war  broke  out  ber 
tween  the  bifhop  of  Mmnfler  and  his  flock,  the  republic 
immediately  put  her  frontier  into  a  poAure  of  defence,  and 
fent  two  members  from  the  ftates  general,  and  onp  from  the 
council  of  war,  with  offers  of  her  mediation.  The  deputies 
were  received  civilly  by  the  bifliop ;  but  their  mediation  was 
rejcfted,  the  prelate  excufing  himfelf,  under  pretence  it 
would  be  an  afFront  to  the  ftates  of  the  country,  and  the 
princes  of  the  empire,  to  fubmit  to  any  other  arbitration 
than  theirs  :  nor  would  he  iuffer  the  deputies  to  enter  the 
city,  left  their  prefence  might  help  to  animate  the  burgher9« 
This  conduct  incenfed  the  ftates  general,  and  determin- 
ed them  to  fuccour  the  befieged  j  but  four  towns  in 
Holland  oppofed  this  refolution,  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  the  troops  from  beginning  their  march.  The  com-  . 
mand  was  given  to  M.  Rhingrave^  commiflary-general  of 
the  cavalry,*  and  governor  of  MaeJirUhty  as  prince  MaurUe 
of  Najfau  was  at  that  time  in  Frijeland,  ■ 

VAN  GALEN  had  minute  intelligence  of  all  that 
pafTed  in  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces*  He  per- 
ceived that  this  afFair  would  foon  take  a  very  ferious  turn. 
He  made  fome  rigorous  proppfals  to  the  befieged,  which 
were  rejedcd.  However,  the  nobility,  who  feared  to  fee 
their  country  made  the  theatre  of  war,  ufed  all  their  influ- 
ence with  the  burghers  to  accept  of  an  accommodation.; 
and  the  bifliop,  who  apprehended  he  fliould  in  a  few  days 
be  forced  by  the  Dutch  to  raife  the  fiege,  relaxed  in  a  variety 
of  articles.    Acompromife  was  firuck  up,  the  gates  wece 

opened^ 
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opened}  and  the  prelate  made  his  public  erttiy'  ia  the  be« 
ginning  of  27/<«w^»  but  without  being  honoured  with  die 
ufual  rejoicings  and  acclainations.     The  Dutch  were  piqued 
that  their  mediation  was  re)e£lcd,  and  the  biflK^^  was  irri- 
tated at  not  being  received  with  the  accuftomed  honours  by 
bis  fubjeds,  and  at  the  march  of  the  Dutch  forces  ^  ^  he  re« 
folved  fecretly  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  being  n* 
yenged  on  the  republic,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Atunficr, 
We  (hall  fee,  in  courfe  of  our  narrative,  how  he  accompliflied  • 
his  purpofes. 
CMI  di"       Those  foreign  difputes  in  which  the  republic  was  en- 
'vifiom.      gaged,  did  not  prevent  domeftic  broils.    The  province  o( 
Overjffel  was  involved  in  violent  altercations  about  certain 
privileges,    for  fome  years  paft,    and  there  appeared  oo 
profpe^^  of  aniilue,  when  fuddeniy  the  parties  came  to  a 
refolution  of  referring  their  differences  to  the  prince  of 
Najpm^  ftadtholder  of  the  province,  and  M,  de  fVk^   grand 
penfionery  of  Holland^  by  whom  they  were  happily   termi* 
nated.     But  this  affair  was  no  fooner  ended,  than  the  elec- 
tion of  a  marefehal  de  camp  became  a  new  fubje6t  of  di(Iea« 
fion  in  the  provinces.    The  ftates  general  had  appointed  to 
this  office,  and  the  ftates  of  Holland  oppofed  the  cle^on, 
jnfifting  that  the  ftates  general  affumed  an  illegal  authority* 
In  fa£t,  they  apprehended  that  the  influence  of  the  hou^e  d 
Orange  would  be  ftrengthened  by  the  renewal  of  an  office 
which  had  for  years  been  abolifhed  \  and  that  was  the  tnte 
reafon  of  their  oppofition.     The  affair  was  agitated  witb 
great  beat,  until  the  ^pid  progrefs  of  the  Swedijh  arms,  and 
the  miferable  fituation  of  the  king  of  Denmarky  called  foi 
the  interpofition  of  the  United  Provinces^  and  diverted  their 
attention  from  an  obje&  which  might  have  laid  the  fouii^ 
dation  of  a  civil  war,  and  the  deftru^ion  of  the  republic  \ 
^he ftates       FoRMER  engagements  to  the  king  of  Denmark^  the  bal<» 
fijfijt  the     lance  of  power  in  the  Norths  and  the  commercial  intereft  of 
J^rng  of      the  United  ProvinceSj  all  required  that  Sweden  fhould  not  be- 
Pcomark.  come  too  powerful.     As  Copenhagen  was  now  invefted,  the 
ftates  general  propofed  fending  immediate  fuccours  to  Fre* 
deric  \  but  the  provinces  of  Zealand^  Frifelandy  and  Guelder* 
landy  infifted  upon  firft  creating  a  marefehal  de  camp.  How* 
ever,  this  point  was  dropped,  upon  the  general  refolution 
that  was  taken  of  only  fending  a  naval  force.    GuJTavus  had 
given  the  ftates  the  ftrongeft  amirances  that  he  would  pever 
moleft  their  commerce  ;   he  had  likewife  remitted  large 

*  Le  Clerc,  p.  282.    Basnagb»  p.  5 i8»  ^  IiL  ibi^ 

k  520* 

%  fiuoa 


or  Republic  (/Holland;  417 

fulAs  bf  money  to  his  ambafTador  aft  the  Hagtu^  to  btf  (luty 
Applied,  in  order  to  retard  the  afliftadce  intended  for  Den-^ 
Mark  5  but  all  his  endeavours  Were  fruftrated  by  the  vigilance 
of  de  Wity  and  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  Who  unanimoufly 
refented  the  encroachments  of  this  enterprlfiiig  prince.  A 
large  fleet  accordingly  fet  fail,  early  in  the  fpring,  for  the 
Baltic^  under  the  condu£l  of  admiral  Opdam^  who  had  order* 
not  only  to  proted  the  fhips  of  the  republic,  but  to  aflift,  by 
every  poilible  means,  the  king  of  Denmark^  and  fight  the 
Swedijh  fleet  the  firft  opportunity  :  if  Cronenburgh  atid  C^- 
fenhagen  (hould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Swedes  before  his  ar-» 
rival,  his  infttudions  were,  to  affift,  aid,  and  abet,  all  the 
enterprifes  of  the  Danijh,  monarch,  and  with  his  fleet  to 
klock  up  fuch  places  as  the  king  might  chufe  to  inveft  by 
land.  In  a  word,  the  republic  feemed  determined  to  keep 
no  bounds  with  Sweden  ;  and  Fan  Buiningeh^  who  ftill  re-» 
fided  at  Copenhagen^  contributed  to  fpur  on  the  ftates,  by  re- 
prefenting  the  infamy  and  danger  to  the  republic  that 
would  enfiie,  from  deferting  Frederic  in  his  diftrefled  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  benefits  flie  might  receive  from  his  gratitude, 
if  a  timely,  vigorous  divernon  was  made  in  his  favour. 
That  minifter  had  great  weight  with  the  penfionery  de  Wity 
who  entered  the  more  readily  into  his  meafures,  becaufe  he 
Was  under  no  apprehenfions  from  France  or  England. 

After  Opdam  had  long  ftruggled  with  adverfe  winds^  Sea-fight 
he  arrived  in  the  Sounds  where  the  Swe^Jh  fleet  was  Imme-  between 
diately  defcried  \  upon  which  he  afiembled  a  council  of  his  the 
officers.    It  was  carried  by  a  majority  to  attack  the  enemy  ;  Swedes 
but  contrai7  winds  kept  the  fleet  back  for  fout  days,  and  and . 
the  Swedes,  (hewed  no  inclination  to  become  the  aggreflbrs.  Dutchi 
At  laft  a  frefli  gale  fprung  up,  and  Opdam  zivznctA  tn  three 
divifions,  while  the  Swedijh  admiral,  tVrarigeU  was  drawn 
up  in  the  fame  order  to  oppofe  his  paflage.     Gufiavus  was 
in  the  caflle  of  Cronenhurghy  a  fpeftator  of  the  action,  and 
witnefs  to  the  conduct  of  his  admiral,  who  had  already 
Won  fo  many  laurels.     The  heat  of  the  engagement  fell 
upon  Opdam  and  ^rangel;  both  fought  with  equal  (kill  and 
courage  ;  their  ftrength  was  equal,  but  not  fo  their  fortune; 
JVrangil  was  forced  to  retreat  under  the  cannon  of  the  for- 
trefs,  and  yield  a  vidory  which  he  fold  at  the  expence  of  a 
nmltitude  of  lives.     The  carnage  indeed  was  dreadful  in 
both  fleets  :  the  Dutch  loft  two  admirals,  de  Wit  and  Florid 
a^«,  they  fuflered  greatly  in  their  rigging,  but  the  enemy 
loft  more  private  men,  and  fufFered  greater  damage  in  theit 
hulls.  fFrangeFs  own  (hip  was  pierced  through  and  through} 
and  when  he  quitted  the  engagement,  he  had  nine  feet 
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vater  in  his  hold.  TYivtt  Swedijh  fbips  were  taken,  the 
fame  number  funk,  and  four  more  were  driven  afliore ;  but 
what  gave  Opdam  clearly  the  advantage,  was,  that  he 
landed  two  thoufand  men',  military  ftores,  and  provifions, 
in  CopenhagiHy  by  which  the  city  was  faved.  Swdji  '• 
writers  have  difputed  the  victory,  only  becaufe  it  was  not 
purfued,  and  becaufe  a  procefs  againft  Opdam  was  com* 
menced  on  his  return,  for  not  having  deftroyed  the  Swd^ 
fleet  at  Landfcreon  ^* 

This  engagement  gave  great  diflurbance  to  Guftavus^  as 
it  feemed  the  harbinger  of  a  declared  war  with  the  Umid 
Provinces.  It  was  debated  in  his  council  whether  he  ihoQlii 
diflcmble  his  refentment  at  this  aft  of  hoftility,  or  denounct 
Ivar  openly  againft  the  ftates,  A  variety  of  opinions  were 
offered  in  fupport  of  both  opinions,  and  the  arguments  ap- 

{leared  fo  equal,  that  the  king  took  more  time  to  deliberate. 
n  Holland  the  people   reafoned  differently.      It  was  not 
thought  fuiEcient  to  have  afforded  the  king  of  DenmarkiiA 
{lender  affiftance  of  two  thoufand  men,   when  by  tKat; 
they  were  engaged  to  affift  him  with  double  the  number: 
it  was  therefore  determined  to   augment  the  number  of 
auxiliaries  to  fix  thoufand  effeftive  men.    Only  one  difi- 
culty  remained,  and  that  was' with  refpeft  to  the  paymeot 
of  this  corps.      Some  of  the  deputies  propofed,  that  to 
Ikmijh  majefty   Ihould    put    Glucjiadt  into    the  hands  of 
the  Dutch ;   but  de  Wit  anfwered,  that  this  would  cxciK 
the  jealoufy  of  France  and  Ertglavd^  who  were  already  dit 
pleafed  with  the  conduft  of  the  republic,  as  was  obvitf« 
from  the  remonftrances  of  M,  'de  Thou,  the  French  anJ- 
baffador. 
Thefiaus      It  w^s  the  firft  intention  of  the  ftates,  to  leave  only  a 
jealous  of  fquadron  of  fix  or  feven  men  of  war  in  the  Baltic^  bcaufe 
uaJrlf    ^'   ^^^   ?°^  doubted   but    Copenhagen^  with   the  fuccoun 
England    ?^^°^"   ^"  ^7  "Opdanty  would  be  in  condition  to  defend 
and  the*  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^e  winter;  but  upon  advice  th^t  £ngland  ini 
king  of      ^''out  to  declare  for  Sweden,  the  admiral  had  orders  to  k- 
f  ranee.      ^^^^  with  his  whole  fleet,  to  winter  in  Denmark^  to  fol- 
low the  inftruftions  of  Frederic,  to  oppoCe  the  paffage  of 
iSckQ  Swedijh  forces  from  Holjiein,  and  purfuc  every  mcafifft 
which,  could   contribute   to  the  common  intereii;  of  t^ 
allies,  and  difappoint  the  fchemes  of  Gujiavus.    It  is  cer- 
tain that  Cromwel  harboured   defigns  againft  Denmark  vA. 
Holland,  but  a  variety  of  domeftic  occurrences  prevented 
his  carrying  them  into  execution.    He  had  now  got  pcf* 
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ftHoh  of  iiunkirky  which  had  lately  been  taken  frorff  the 
Sfaniardsy  by  the  joint  forces  of  France  and  England,  Sur- 
rendering Dunkirk  to  the  protefior,  was  equally  irkfome 
to  France^  Spain ,  the  Pope^  and  the  Unitid  Provinces ;  but 
Cr^OTw^/carried  the  point  with  a  high  hand.  The  Dutcb 
in  particular  had  reafon  to  complain.  They  faw  the  £n- 
glijh  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  a  port,  which  would  ferve 
as  a  retreat  for  their  privateers,  and  in  a  ffaort  time  be 
filled  with  the  pillage  of  the  Dutch  (hipping.     The  ftates  f 

had  rather  fee  Dunkirk  in  the  hands  of  the    Spaniards 
than  of  the  Eng/ijhi  for  the  intereft  of  the  former,  with 
rcfped  to  commerce,  began  now  to  be  re-united  fo  thofc 
Df  the  provinces.     They  faw  France  and  England  now 
ftrongly  cemented  by  this  bond  of  union,  and  began  to 
r    apprehend  that  Futnefe^  Gravelirte^  Menin^  Typres^  and  Oude^ 
nardey  were  likewife  in  danger.     M.  de  Turenne  was  fixed 
1    upon  by  the  cardinal,  to  quiet  the  emotions  of  the  repub- 
Kc,  and  to  afiure  the  ftates,  that  the  king  had  no  other 
view  in  the  cbnqueft  of  the  Netherlandi^  than  to  oblige  the 
[    inhabitants  to  throw  off  the  Spanijh  yoke,  and  to  unite  ia 
;     a'  form  of  government,  fimrlar  to  that  of  the  United  Pro^   • 

^nces.      He  added,  th^t  if  a  republican  government  wa^ 
t    once  cftabliflied,  the  king  would  willingly  reftore  all  his  , 

i    conquefts  finee  the  comniencement  of  the  war,  not  except- 
j   ing  the  capital  of  Jrtois.     The  friends  of  France  looked 
irpon  this  propofal   as   fo  equitable,  that  they  prefled  the 
;    ftates  to  fecond  the  defigns  of  the  moft  chriftjan  king  5  but 
j    M.  de  Wit  headed  the  contrary  party,  from  a  conviftlon 
.    Aat  Ma%arirC%   d'efign  was  only  to  foW  diflenfion  among 
the  provinces,  and  to  extend  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom, 
,    at  the   cxpence  of  the  Netherlands.     But  while  this  point 
j    was  agitated  with  great  warmth,  the  fudderi   illnefs  of  the 
/  French  king  introduced   a  great  change  into  the   politics 
i    of  the  court ;  and  the  ftates  were  relieved  from  their  ap- 
prehenfions  on  the  ficle  of  England^  by  the  death   of  the 
enterprifing,  the  ambitious,  the  fuccefsful,  and  the  fplen- 
didly  wicked  ufurper,  Oliver  Cromwel  j  at  the  fame  time  ^^^Pv^f 
•  the  hotror,  the  terror,  and  the  adrtiiration  of  all  his  neigh-  ^^««.4y 
hours.     The  vacancy  in  the  imperial  throne  Jikewife  made  ^^^'"^  v 
cbnfiderablc  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  Holland   ^^^^' 
was  forced  to  change  her  fyftem  with  the  circumftances  of 
Europe. 

•  It  was   evident   that  the  Vnlted  Provinces  were  deeply 
intercfted  in  the  fate  of  the  candidates  to  the  imperial  dia- 
dem, which  was  claimed  by  the  archduke  Leopold^  the  king 
of  Hungary^  the  eleiSorof  Eavaria^  and  the  duke  of  Nevj^ 
E  e  2  hurgh* 
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hurgh.    It  was  contrary  to  the  intcreft  of  the  republic,-  to 
fee   the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Attfirla  enlarged,  and  the 
empire  made  hereditary  in  that  family ;  becaufe  the  ftates 
were  not  fo  thoroughly  reconciled  to  Spain,  but  that  fome 
articles  left  undetermined  by  the  treaty   of  Munfter  might 
ftill  be  difputed.    On  the  othex  hand)  it  was  apprehended 
that  any  oppofition  to  the  claims  of  this   ambitious  and 
powerful  family,  might  kindle  a  war,,  which  would  neccf- 
farily  fpread  itfelf  to  the  provinces.     The  prefent  fituation 
of  the  republic,  required  that  France  ihould  be  affifted  in 
fetting  upon  the  imperial  throne,  a  prince  Icfs  powerful 
than  Leopold.     However,  all  their  defigns,  whatever  they 
might  l>e,    were  anticipated  by  the    ele£lion  of   Leopold^ 
without  bloodfljed,  or  fcarce  any  oppofition  in  the  diet". 
LEOPOLD,  immediately  after  his  eleflion,  fent  M. 
Leopdd    Yrequit  in  quality  of  envoy  to  the  Hague,  to  acquaint  the 
€bofen  em-  ftates  with  his  elevation,  and  to  folicit  their  clofe  alliance 
peror*         y^jjh  the  houfe  of  Aujlria.     This  minifier  hoped  the  more 
,        readily  that  his  commifiion  would  be  fuccefsful,   becaufe 
the  union  tended  to  aiEft  Denmark,   and  oppofe  the  grow- 
ing power  of  Sweden.     Befides,  as  the  ftates  were  on  the 
point  of  fending  another  fleet  to  the  Babicy  he  prefumed 
they  would  have  no  obje<Slion  to  a£l  in  concert  with  the 
imperial   arms ;    though  indeed    this  proved  diametrically 
oppofite  to  their  defigns,  which  were  to  affift  Penmarky 
but  not  to  allow  the  houfe  of  Aujiria  any  footing  in  the 
iflands  of  the  Baltic,    Yet  the  republic  made  no  difficulty 
of  renewing  her  treaties  with  the  imperial  court,  and  of 
compromifing  fome  diiputes  about  certain  frontier  towns 
with  the  Spaniards. 

It  was  not  fo  eafy  to  make  up  the  breach  with  Poriugah 
ds  the  republic  continued  to  demand  reparation  of  her 
lofTes,  and  .  fatisfadion  for  the  injuries  fuftained  by  her 
fubjefls.  .  The  king  of  France  offered  his  mediation,  »nd 
de  Thou  exhorted  the  ftates  to  confent  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities,  in  order  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty. 
Accordingly  the  ftates'  general  granted  an  armiftice  for 
two  months,  on  condition  that  his  Portuguefe  majefty  (hould 
lend  an  ambafiador  jnto  Holland,  to  treat  with  the  .ftates, 
and  that  in  failure  of  bis  arrival,  the  war  ftiould  go  on  with 
the  ufual  vigour.  In  the  mean  time  the  admiralty  was 
bufied  in  preparing^  for  the  worft,  and  equipping  fuch  a 
fleet  as  it  was  hoped  would  oblige  the  Portuguefe  to  liftcn 
to  reafon.     This  fleet  fet  fail  under  de  Ruyier  in  the  month 
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<^fjune\  but  that  admiral  never  met  with  an  opportunity  of 
cxcrciling  his  valour  ;  though  his  conilancy  met  with  fevere 
trials  in  a  terrible  ftprm,  which  overtook  the  fleet  foon  after 
it  quitted  the  coaft  of  Holland. '   At  length  he  arrived  in  a 
(battered  condition  in  the  TagU5jVf\\\c\i  rendered  the Portu- 
guefe  more  averfetp  an  accommodation,  relying  upon  the  di- 
vf/ions  among  the  provinces,  the  incumbrances  on  the  Indtti 
company,  and  the  engagements  of  the  republic  to  the  Icing 
of  Denmark^  that  would  prevent  their  paying  the  Aeceflary 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  Brafel,     The  commiiEoners  met, 
and  difputed,  but  fettled  nothing  \ 

Still   the  war    between    Sweden  and   Denmark  raged    A.  D« 
with  unremitting  fury.     Copenhagen  was  befieged  by  land,      1646. 
and  blocked   up  by  fea,  wnile  the  Dutch  and  Damjh  fleets 
were  locked  up,  by   the   ice,  and  the  Swedes  making  vaft 
conqucfts  over  every  port  of  the,  Danijh  dominions.     At 
laft,  the  allies  broke  the  ice,  and  made  way  for  fome.  of 
their   fhips   to  put  to  fea.     Early  in  the  fpi  ing,  they  en- 
countered fix  Swedijh  men  of  war,  who  valiantly  fuftained 
their  firft  attack,    though  prefled  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
and  impetuofity.      After,  an   exceeding  obftinate  engage- 
ment, they  were  forced  to  yieli  to  the  weight  of  a  greatly  , 
fuperior  ftrength,  and  retire  with  the  lofs  of  two  (hips  of 
fifty  guns  each,  one  of  which  was  taken,  and  the  other 
funk,  leaving  a  complete  and  decifive  victory  to  the  //>?/- 
landers, 

»    This  defeat,  the  vigorous  defcer^ts  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
and  the  treaty  concluded   between  France^  England,  and 
Holland^   to  J:eftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  Norths  operated 
powerfully  on  the  mind  oi  Guftavus,  who  had  ftill  obfti- 
natcly  perfevereJ  in  befieging  Copenhagen,  and   ruining  the 
dominions  of  his  adverfary.     To  give  more  weight  to  the 
treaty,  the  republic  fent  de  Ruyter  with  another  fleet  tc^  the 
coafts  of  ymland,  and  communicated  to   him  the  articles    , 
entered  upon  with  France  and  England,  as  the  cleareft  ex- 
plication of  his  inftruSions,  and  rule  for  his  conduft.     His 
Swedijh  majefty   now   entered  into  negotiations  with   the 
Dutch  deputies ;  but  the  arrival  of  an  Englijh  fleet  in  the 
Sounds  and  the  ambiguous  conduft  of  that  nation,  fluftu- 
ating,  unfteady,  and  unhinged  in  its  internal  government, 
difconcerted  all  the.meafures  of  the  Hollanders,  and  broke 
ofF  the  negotiation  after  it  was  far  advanced.     Ruyter  and 
Opdam  even  apprehended  an  attack  from  the  Englijh,  until 
they  received  the  moft  folemn  aflurances  to  the  contrary 
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from  the  lord  Montagu ;  v^hofe  departure  from  the  Sound 
difappoinced  all  the  hopes  of  the  Swedijh  monarch.  No 
^  iboner  were  the  Dutch  left  there  at  entire  liberty  to  aS, 
than  they  renewed  their  operations,  harraffing  the  enemy 
ty  dcfcents  on  every  fide.  It  was  by  the  defperate  courage 
of  a  body  of  foldiers,  headqd  by  de  Ruyter^  that  the  viftory 
at  Fimen  was  gained,  which  gave  the  firft  ihock  to  the  for- 
tune of  Guftavus ;  for  a»  to  the  advantages  gained  over  his 
^eets,  thole  were  regarded  as  of  lefs  confequence.  In  a 
word,  the  diligence,  vigour,  and  intrepidity  of  the  Dutcb^ 
firft  difpofed  the  king  of  Stpeden  to  liften  to  reafonable  condi- 
tions, which  he  was  on  the  point  of  accepting,  when  he 
Hvas  feized  with  a  difprder  that  proved  fatal.  * 

This  event  produced  various  effefts  j  Charles  Guftavm 
■^as  deeply  regretted  by  all  the  Swedes^  while  the  Jpamjh 
imonarch,  and  the  city  oi  Copenhagen^  would  not  refrain  from 
indecent  tranfports  of  joy.  In  the  end,  however,  it  pro- 
ved fortunate  for  both  fides,  who  were  almoft  reduced  to 
the  verge  of  defperation,  by  their  obftinacy  and  implacable 
animofity.  A  peace,  under  the  mediatioA  of  EngLmd  and 
Peace  re-  Holland^  was  concluded,  and  repofe  once  more  reftored 
ftoredto  to  Denmark^  which  for  near  the  fpace  of  two  years  had 
^M^^^*  tccn  the  theatreT>f  a  bloody  war,  produdive  of  every  fpej 
cies  of  diftrefs  and  misfortune  to  the  truly  miferable  inha^ 
bitapts.  Yet  in  one  refpeft  the  people  were  lofers,  as 
their  gratitude  f'or  the  valiant  and  perfevering  defence  of  tlje 
jcing,  moved  them  to  compliment  him  with  their  libertj,* 
$ind  render  him  one  pf  the  x^oik.  defpotic  princes  in  Criflea?! 
^om.  °         ' 

Cardinal  Mazarm  now  offered  bis  mediation  tp  recon- 
file  his  Portuguefe  majefty  and  the  ftates  general  j   but  the 
negotiations    proved    more    difficult  than    the    preceding 
yea**.     When  this  matter  had  been  before  agitated,  the  only 
iTi&^Dutch  ^^l^ftruflion  was  the  indemjiification  required  by  the  DutA 
take  tie      ^^^  ^^^  l^^^  fiiftaiped  in  the  Brafils ;  now  the  India  com- 
ijlandof    P^^^y  had  driven  the  jp^^r/w^a^/^  froni  the  ifland  of  Ceylonf 
C^yloH.     thereby  engroffing  the  moft  valuable  of  all  the  India  fpices, 
the  cinnamon,  which  conftitutes  one  of  the  moft_^  cflential 
articles  of  their  commerce.  This  jnyaluable  acquificion  wa^ 
due  to  the  diligence  and  valpur  of  M.  G^i^^ni,  counfellor 
pf  ftate  at  Baiavia^  who  firft  made  an  attack  upon  ipme  of 
the  fmaller  Portuguefe  fadiories  in  the  ifland ;  and  encou- 
raged by  his   fuccefs,  and   the  invitation  of  the  natives, 
crieyoufly  opprefted  by  thetyranny  of  their  old  mailers^  ven« 
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tured  upon  an  attempt  in  Jaffanapatan^  the  head  fettlement 
of  the  PpTtugutfe,  The  ntuation  of  this  place  rendered  a 
formal  fiegc  imprafticable ;  however^  by  the  force  of  bombs 
aad  red  hot  bullets,  the  Dutch  forced  the  great  lords  of  the 
country  to  abandon  their  magnificent  palaces,  and  talos 
(heker  in  the  Portuguefg  fort,  which  was  in  a  ihort  time 
feduced  by  famine  to  extremities.  In  about  fourteen 
weeks  after,  the  city  was  .firft  inverted,  the  befieged  defired 
to  capitulate,  and  the  Europeans  were  permitted  either  to 
remove  to  Goa  without  their  efFeas,  or  remain  in  the 
country  in  fubjeSion  to  th^  conquerors.  The  king  hated 
the  Poriugue/ei  but  he  was  alarmed  at  the  rapid  progrefs 
the  Dutch  made,  and  the  lofty  manner  in  which  they  treated 
the  vanquifbed  Portuguefe  and  the  natives.  He  accord* 
ingly  determined  to  crulh  them  in  the  infancy  of  their  efta* 
bliibment,  raifed  an  army  for  that  purpofe  j  but  was  over- 
awedv  and  forced  to  relinquifh  his  deiign,  by  the  Dutch 
fquadroa.  In  the  end,  he  compromifed  matters  with  the 
company,  and  left  the  Hollanders  in  full  poffeffion  of  what- 
ever the  Portuguefe  had  claimed  in  this  deliqious  ifland. 

Though  the  articles  of  pacification  with  Portugal  were 
rendered  more  intricate  by  the  late  conqueft  in  Ceylon^  yet 
it  contributed  to  make  his  faithful  majefty  more  pliant. 
He  found  he  could  not  with  impunity  attack  the  company,  or 
avoid  making  reftitution  of  the  lands  and  merchandife  taken 
from  the  republic  in  Braftl.  Senfibly  touched  with  the  lofs 
of  the  valuable  fettlements  in  Ceylon^  he  fent  an  ambaflador 
to  Holland  with  frefli  propofals  ;  and  to  facilitate  the  way 
to  an  acommodation,  he  applied  to  Mazarin  for  the  media- 
tion of  the  court  of  France.  Mazarin  committed  this  af- 
fair to  M.  de  Thou^  refident  at  the  Hague ;  and  that  mi- 
nifter  aScd  fo  warmly  in  the  affair  as  to  incur  the  difplea- 
iureof  his  eminence,  who  apprehended  that  Spain  would 
reject:  his  taking  part  in  the  affairs  of  Portugal^  at  a  time  , 
when  the  two  courts  were  fettling  preliminaries  for  a  du- 
rable peace,  after  a  tedious,  bloody,  and  ruinous  war.  Such 
was  the  fituation  of  Holland  with  regard  to  Portugal,  when 
freih  occafions  of  difcontent  arofe.  The  Portuguefe  jefuits 
traded^  under  a  variety  of  (hapes  and  difguifes,  to  a  prodi- 
gious extent  in  the  Eaji  Indies.  By  a  thoufand  arts  and 
machinations  they  obftru<Sied  the  Dutch  commerce  ;  and  by 
the  cfleem  in  which  they  were  held  in  the  different  coun* 
tries  of  India,  not  only  foreftalled  the  markets,  but  even  , 
to  far  prejudiced  the  natives,  thaf  in  many  places  they  refufed  r 
to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  the  Hollanders.  They  not  only 
iiiiuiuated  themfelves  into  the  court  of  the  emperor  of 
£  e  4  '      -r  CUna^ 
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Cbina^  by  their  addrefs  and  fki]!'in  geometry,  aflronomy,  and 
mechanics,  but  made  pilgfimages  to  every  kingdom  in  Indioy 
particularly  to  Dehli^  where  the  grand  mogul  refided,  and 
to  Golkonda^  whence  they  returned  loaded  with  diamonds  of 
the  bcft  water  and  fize,  and  the  moft  precious  jewels.  The 
arts  ufed  by  the  Dutch  to  counteraft  them,  were  not  vcrj 
juftifiable.  They  were,  however,  pcrfc£Uy  confiilent  with 
the  genius  of  this  people,  who  ftick  at  nothing  to  promote 
their  intercft.  They  are  accufed,  and  the  charge  hath  nc- 
ver  been  difproved,  of  arrefting  clandeftinely  the  jefuit  pil« 
grims,  and  ftrangiing  them  privately  ;  they  are  even  charged 
with  ufing  pel  Ton  in  the  moil  bafe  and  infidious  manner. 
We  have  already  explicitly  related  the  progrefs  of  the  DuUl 
commerce  in  India  ^^  and  it  is  not  agreeable  to  us  to  re- 
peat h&9  which  difgrace  humanity,  and  (o  deeply  ftainthe 
chara£ter  of  a  whole  nation.  Sufficient  it  is,  that  by  a 
feries  of  the  darkeft  arts  and  intrigues,  the  Dutch  firmly 
eftablifhed  themfelves,  ruined  their  adverfaries,  and  formed 
a  varif^ty  of  advantageous  treaties  and  alliances  with  the 
natives    (A) 

The  revolution  which  now  happened  in  England,  and 
the  king's  reiioration,  afFe£led  the  politics  of  the  ftates  ge- 
lieral,    who  had   never  been  cordial  with   Crotmvel^    and 
lince  his  death,  were  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty   about  the 
conduct  they  were  to  obferve  to  his  fon  Richard.     How  dif* 
fercntly  now  did  they  behave  to  Charles  the  Second,  to  what 
they  had  done  fome  years  before,  when  that  fugitive  mo- 
narch was  in  bis  deplorable  condition  denied   the  protec- 
tion of  the  republic,  and  was  forced  to  quit  the  court  of  his 
coufm  the  prince  of  Orange^  without  knowing  where  to 
£nd  another  retreat.     The  tranfadions  in  England  -were  no 
Tie  /fate  f^^^^^  known  than  Charles  fet  out  for  Breda^  where  the  ftates 
ceivethe  ^^^P^^^^^^^  *  folemn  deputation  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
kinir  #/      bappy  profpedb,  and  welcome  his  majefty  into  the  domi<« 
Eneland    "^^ns  of  the  republic.    This  deputation  laid  the  founda- 
'thgreat  ^'^"  ^^  *  violent  altercation  between  the  ftates  general  and 
*r  W<^.       ^^^  ftates  of  Holland^  the  former  infifting  not  only  upon 
"^^    *       their   precedency  at  Breda^  but  even  in  the  province  of 
Hollandy  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  feven  providces^  and 
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the  ioYcreign  authority  in  the  republic.  Both  refolved  to 
have  the  lead  in  the  intended  public  entry  of  the  king  into 
the  Hague ;  but  Charles  incerpofed  and  happily  reconciled 
the  contending  parties.  He  was  opprefled  with  honours 
and  civilities  during  his  ftay  in  Holland^  and  upon  his  de- 
parture, was  followed  by  a  fplendid  embafly  to  his  newly 
recovered  dominions*  M.  de  Beverwert  was  appointed  the 
firft  in  this  embafTy ;  and  a  prefent,  which  was  made  by  the 
king  to  the  fon  of  that  gentleman,  became  the  fubje6l  of 
debate  among  the  divines  and  politicians  of  the  united 
provinces.  Bcuerwert  acquainted  the  ftates  with  the  pre- 
fent  made  to  his  fon  ;  but  he  faid,  it  could  not  be  regarded 
as  a  gratification  to  the  ambafiador,  in  any  way,  contrary 
to  the  oath  he  had  taken  of  receiving  no  bribes  or  prefents, 
which  would  have  the  leaft  tendency  to  bias  his  in- 
tegrity. It  was  the  king's  unrelative  gift  to  the  fon,  from 
a  mere  regard  to  the  perfon  of  that  young  gentleman,  as 
ibme  affirmed,  while  others  were  equally  confident  that  the 
fon  and  father  were  both  included  in  the  prefent,  and  in- 
capable of  being  diftinguiihed  in  any  mark  of  refpedt.  We 
mention  this  circumftance  only  to  (hew  the  delicacy  of 
the  government  refpediing  the  condu^k  of  ambafladors. 
It  is  alfo  a  proof  that  the  public  had  nothing  of  coniider- 
able  importance  to  gain  attention,  elfe  it  would  not  have 
canvaiTed  fo  rigidly  a  trivial  affair,  while  the  moft  flagrant 
corruptions  had  been  winked  at  in  the  afiembly  of  the 
ftates  general,  and  in  all  the  embailies  during  the  protec- 
torate of  Oliver  Cromwel.  ^ 

.   It  was  this  year  that  the  French  king  had  taken  violent 
poffeffion  of  the  principality  of  Orangey  upon  an  antient  claim 
which  princes  always  find  means  to  prove  by  the  longeft 
fword.     The  difputes  between  the  princefles  dowager  fur-  T^e  king 
niihed  a  pretext  for  refuming  this  claim,  and  Lewis  did  not  £/* France 
chufe  to  Ipfc  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  extending  his  domi-y^'-'^^  ^« 
liibn.  -  Healledged,  that  the  princefs  governante  had  fhtv/n^^^  P^^*^^'' 
him  many  inilances  of  difrefpe<Sl  during  the  minority  of  herf^^'O^  °f 
ton  the  prince  of  Orange.     He  likewife  maintained  that  he  ^''***S^' 
was  performing  a  fignal  fervice  to  the  prince,  by  eafing  him 
of  the  load  of  ufelefs  expenfive  garrifons.    This   opinion 
was  fupported  by  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  who 
infifted  that  the  finances  of  that  family  had  been  fo  mif- 
managed  and  mifapplied  fince  the  regency,  as  to  render  the 
burthen  of  maintaining  guards,  garrifons,  and  fortifications, 
quite  intolerable.    They  could  not  therefore  conceive  what 
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,de6gn  Maurice  could  have  in  fortifying,  at  the  price  of 
two  millions,  a  place  fituated  in  the  heart  of  the  Frmh 
dominions,  which  could  prove  of- no  ufe  to  the  republic,  as 
a  barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  Frame.  Very  little 
encouragement  from  the  prince's  enemies  in  Holland  was 
fufficient  to  determine  the  king  to  undertake  an  enterprife 
.  .  to  which  he  was  before  difpofed.  He  was  at  that  time  ifi 
Provence  upon  other  affairs,  and  refolved  to  feizc  this  op- 
portunity of  making  himfeif  mafter  of  the  principality  of 
Orange.  M.  de  Milet  was  fent  to  fummon  count  Dohna  to 
furrender  his  truft  to  the  king,  as  mediator  of  the  differences 
between  the  princefTes  dowagers,  and  legitimate  tutor,  and 
prote£lor  of  the  young  prince.  Upon  Dahnd%  anfweriDg, 
That  he  would  only  ad  by  the  orders  of  the  princefies 
who  had  vefted  him  with  the  office  of  governor  \  MM 
replied,  That  be  was  aftonilhed  at  his  prefumption,  in  re- 
fufing  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  king  his  mafter, 
adding,  that  the  mod  chri^ian  king  would  fupport  his  right 
with  the  irrefragable  proof  of  20,000  men,  who  wouM 
make  him  repent  his  obflinacy.  The  count,  without  be« 
ing  moved  at  this  menace,  perfevered  in  his  duty,  and  feot 
notice  of  his  fituation^to  the  Hague.  The  court  of  the 
young  prince  was  inftantly  alarmed  at  the  danger  which 
'  threatened  the  hereditary  dominions,  and  the  friends  to  ths 
family  laboured  to  reconcile  the  princefTes,  as  the  onljr 
means  which  could  ward  off  the  impending  blow;  for  as 
the  king  had  made  their  differences  the  principal  argument 
for  his  own  proceedings,  it  was  hoped  their  reconciliation 
would  take  away  all  pretext  for  fo  unjuft  and  oppreffive  ail 
invafion  on  the  rights  of  a  minor.  Mean  time  the  gar? 
rifon  wias  unprovided  with  ftores  and  every  necefliiry  of  a 
fiegc,  while  the  king's  army  under  the  m^rcfchdl  PleJ/is Pralin^ 
advanced  to  the  gates  of  Orange,  The  count  de  Dobnat 
unable  to  make  any  defence,  capitulated ;  and,  with  the 
confent  and  advice  of  the  magiftrates,  delivered  the  keys 
into  the  hands  of  the  marefchal.  The  king  promifed  to 
exercife  jufticein  the  prince's  name,  and  to  reftorethe  priih 
cipality,  with  all  the  ftores,  cannon,  effe£ts,  &c.  as  foofl 
as  he  arrived  at  age ;  or  in  cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  ele&efi 
pf  Brandenhurgh,  or  the  nearefl  heirs  :  but  he  took  aif« 
immediately  to  demolifh  the  citadel,  ere&ed  at  a  vail  c%* 
pence  by  prince  Maurice.  Dohna  was  accufed  of  having 
j[ielded  to  the  force  of  corruption,  and  the  princcffes  ex- 
claimed violently  againft  the  king's  arbitrary  proceedings^ 
throwing  themfelves  u{^n  the  protection  of  the  ftates  gc- 
|ieral,  and  imploring  the  aid  and  ai^ance  of  their  high 
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^ightiaefTes,  in  defence  of  an  helplefs  injured  minor.  Thejr 
had  no  bounds  to  their  complaints ;  they  wrote  in  bitter 
terms  to  the  king,  accufed  him  of  violating  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  infancy  of  a  child,  and 
the  weaknefsof  two  women,  his  only  protedrefies. 
££  ^/£'s  defigns  were  top  evident,  and  the  cafe  of  too 
I  much  importance  for  the  ftates  to  pafs  it  over  unnoticed ; 
f  but  they  dreaded  the  effects  of  the  king's  dlfpleafure.    How- 
I  ever*  inftruftions  were  fent  relative  to  the  principality,  to 
I  their  ambaffadors  in  France  afid  England,   The  princefs  her- 
felf  vifitcd  England^  not  only  to  congratulate  the  king  her 
brother  upon  his  reftoration,  but  to  intercede  with  him  in 
behalf  of  her  fon,  his  nephew.    Before  her  departure,  the 
ftates  of  Zealand  fliewed  their  attachment  to  the  family  of 
i)range^  by  propofing  that  the  prince  ibould  be  declared  ^ 
firft  nobleman  in  the  provinces,  and  veiled  with  the  autho- 
xity  of  ftadtholder,  captain-general,  and  all  the  other  titles 
and  prerogatives  held  by  his  anceftors,  and  a  penfion  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  florins.      They  alfo  demanded  that  he 
^ould  immediately  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  council  of 
ftate,  in  order  to  be  early  inftruSed  in  the  arts  of  war  and 
government,  and  the  other  qualifications   necefTary  to  his 
high,  birth  and   rank  in  the  republic^    They  however  al- 
lowed, that  he  (hould  not  enter  upon  the  fundlions  of  his 
pfEce,  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  ;  and  that 
neither  the  ftadtholderihip,  nor  any  of  the  other  prerogatives, 
ihould  in  the  mean  time  be  exercifed  by  a  lieutenant.     To 
give  morr  weight  to  their  propofal,   the  zealous   ftates  of 
this  province  went  in  a  body  to  the  Hague^  and  prefented 
themfelves  in  a  cavalcade  of  twenty  coaches   to  the  ftates 

f;eneral.  M.  de  Wiu  their  penfioner,  recited  in  a  long- 
aboured  oration,  the  fervices  done  the  republic  by  the  houfe 
of  Orange^  and  the  reafons  why  the  ftates  of  Zealand  thought 
the  acceptance  of  their  propofal  necefTary  to  the  fecurity 
^d  quiet  of  the  provinces.  He  did  not  omit  a  fingle  argu- 
ment that  could  enforce  his  fubjed  ;  and  his  views  were  fe-  - 
ponded  by  the  ftates  of  Frtjeland  and  Overyjfel.  Hdland 
however  and  the  other  provinces  kept  aloof ;  yet  to  ftiew 
their  refpedl  to  the  princefles  and  the  king  o( England,  they 
afEgned  the  prince  a  yearly  revenue  of  40,000  florins,  to 
fupport  the  dignity  of  his  houfe,  and  the'expences  of  his 
court  and  education.  They  even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  abo-> 
lifti  the  aft  of  exclufion,  which  had  raifed  fucb  diflerifions 
ia  the  provinces,  and  was  pafled  merely  out  of  dread  of 
Oliver  CromweL  In  this  manner  did  the  complaifance  of 
fiolland  prevent  the  other  provinces  from  puftiting  their  de- 
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fighs  further  at  that  time,  and  open  the  way  to  the  young 
prince  o{ Orangey  to  all  the  honours  and  dignities  of  his  il- 
luftrtous  anceitors '. 
A.  D.  Notwithstanding  the  Dutch  had  been  extremely  fuc- 
1661.  c^^s^u'  '**  ^^^  ^^^  againft  Portugal^  though  they  had  ob- 
Treaty  *  tained  all  they  could  propofe  to  themfclves  by  thefword,  and 
with  Per-  though  the  king  had  no  hopes  of  recpvcring  his  loffes  by  the 
tugil.  continuance  of  the  war,  yet  no  peace  had  been  concluded. 
As  the  hpftilities  were  confined  entirely  to  a  diftant  country, 
it  could  not  be  expeded  to  be  carried  on  with  the  fame  vi- 
gour as  if  Europe  had  been  the  theatre  of  war.  The  diffi- 
culty of  tranfporting  troops  into  thofe  remote  regions,  and 
of  meeting  with  others  fleets  in  that  vaftexpanfe  of  ocean, 
rendered  their  mutual  operations  languid,  and  decidve  blows 
unfrequent ;  yet  both  parties  were  of  opinion  it  was  high 
time  to  (heath  thefword,  and  turn  their  thoughts  to  a  folid 
durable  reconciliation.  The  Dutch  efpecially  gave  way  to 
thcfe  pacific  fentiments,  from  a  define  to  tafte  the  fweet  fruits 
of  their  conquefts,  which  could  not  be  done  with  fecurity, 
while  the  rupture  continued  with  a  kingdom  ftill  powerful 
by  fea,  though  greatly  declined ;  and  the  crowns  of  France 
and  England  promifed  their  good  intentions,  from  views 
widely  different.  His  chriftian  majefty  rejoiced  at  having 
this  thorn  in  the  fide  of  the  catholic  king,  and  was  defirous 
by  taking  off  the  Dutch^  to  gwt  Portugal  weight  in  his  ne- 
gotiations for  a  peace  with  the  court  of  Spain  ;  while  the 
king  of  England^  who  was  upon  terms  with  Catharine j  the 
infanta  of  Portugal^  was  eager  to  render  fo  fignal  a  fervice  to 
a  family  with  which  he  was  foon  to  be  linked  in  the  cloftft 
alliance.  The  news  of  this  intended  marriage  was  re- 
c^eived  with  more  chagrin  than  furprife  in  Holland,  It  was 
obvious  that  fuch  engagements  rouft  neceflarily  cement  the 
king  of  England  to  the  interefts  of  Portugal  The  ftates  re* 
prefented  to  the  kiilg  by  their  ambaflfadors,  the  injuftlce 
done  them  by  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  in  refufing  to  make 
reftitution  of  Brafd\  but  their  rerhonftrances  were  coldly 
received ;  Charles  even  declared,  upon  hearing  that  great 
preparations  were  making  in  Holland,  his  intentions  to  aflift 
the  crown  of  Portugal,  Though  he  expreflcd  himfelf  in 
polite  and  friendly  terms,  it  was  plain  that  his  anfwer  con- 
tained a  menace,  if  the  Dutch  fliould  longer  purfue  their 
refentments.  At  the  fame  time  he  offered  his  mediation^ 
which  however  was  too  much  fufpcSed  to  be  cordially  ac- 
cepted.   The  truth  was,  the  crowns  of  France  and  England 
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were  both  meditating  the  means  of  fupporting  Portugal ; 
while  the  miniftcr  oiAlphonfo  the  Sixth,  was  diligently  nego- 
tiating a  peace  at  the  Hague^  where  he  had  gained  over  a 
great  number  of  friends.  The  great  obftacle  was  the  refti- 
tution  of  Brafd.     This  the  ftates   had  long   demanded   in  ^ 

vain  ;  it  was  now  determined  to  relinquiih  the  proje£^,  ra* 
liitT  than  profecute  hoftilities  againft  a  crown  fo  powerfully 
fupported  by  France  and  England^  and  on  the  point  of  being 
reconciled  with  Spain.  Four  provinces,  however,  oppofed 
this  refolution  upon  late  ^fliiranccs  from  the  Spanijh  court, 
that  th/ey  were  determined  to  come  to  no  accommoda- 
tion with  Portugal^  and  that  Brafd  fhould  be  reftored  to  the 
republic,  the  moment  his  catholic  majefty  fhould  again  be- 
come pofTeiTed  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal.  Zealand  in 
particular  infifted,  that,  by  the  treaty  ofUtrecht^  this  refolu-. 
tion  could  only  be  carried  into  execution  by  an  unanimity  of 
Voices,  which  was  requifite  in  all  matters  of  fo  high  im- 
portance as  the  making  peace  or  war.  The  debate  was 
pufhed  to  a  great  length,  but  it  never  broke  ofF  the  confe- 
rences with  the  count  de  Miranda^  the  Portuguefe  minifter. 
At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded,  by  which  his  Portuguefe 
aiajefty  promifed  to  pay  the  republic  500,000  livres  annu- 
Uly,  in  money,  fugar,  and  fait ;  and  a  million  of  money  to 
indemnify  her  lofles  in  the  Brafils.  He  likewife  confented 
:hat  the  Dutch  (hould  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  of  trade  to 
Portugal^  BraJUy  and  the  coaft  of  Africa^  as  the  Englijh^ 
9oftilitics  were  to  ceafe  in  Europe  two  months  before  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  and  in  the  Indie^y  immediately 
jpon  public  notice  of  the  treaty  in  thofe  parts  •. 

ENGLAND    had  alreaay    manifefted  no  favourable 
lifpofition  to  the  intereft  of  the  republic,  in  the  bias  the 
:ing  plainly  (hewed  for  the  couxt,  of  Portugal :    the  inten- 
ionsof  that  court  became  ftill  more  obvious  by  the  pro- 
K)fal  that  was  now  made,  of  a  triple  alliance  between  the 
Towns  of  England  and  France^    and   the  United  Provinces. 
t  was  the  manner  rather  than  the  terms  of  this  propofition, 
irhich  gave  offence.    The  coldnefs  was  increafed  by  the 
pception    which  the  Dutch  ambalTadors  met  with  at  the . 
curt  of  London^  where  they  were  treated  with  diftant  re- 
pe6t,  and  affronted  with  the  revival  of  all  the  claims  made 
y  the  late  proteftor.     They  wrote  back  to  the  Hague  foon  ^ranfac- 
fter  their  arrival,  that  their  negotiations  were  likely  to  ^/^^^  ^]^], 
rove  tedious  and  difficult,  becaufe  the  king  infifted  upon  England. 
tie  conclufion  of  a  treaty  favourable  to  him,  before  he  en- 
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tercd  upon  the  fubjed  of  navigation  and  commerce.  Thcf 
firft  obftruaion  that  occurred  in  courfe  of  the  conferences, 
were  the  rights  of  fifhing  for  herrings  on  the  BriAJh  coafo. 
The  next,  was  the  prerogative  aflfamcd  by  the  £»|^/i^  of 
.  viiidng  and  examining  Dutch  veflels  at  fea,  as  well  as  in  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  above  all  things  the  wifliof 
the  Hollanders  J  to  abolilh  thid  cuftom,  equally  inconvenieflt 

'  to  trade,  and  ignominious  to  the  government  \  but  it  V2S 

a  badge  of  fuperiority  of  which  the  Engltjh  were  cxtremdy 
tenacious.  The  crown-jewels  pledged  in  Holland  by  the  htt 
king,  and  the  not  delivering  up  to  punifiiment  all  the  mnf' 
derers  of  the  king's  father,who  had  now  taken  Ihelter  in  ffl- 
knd^  together  mth  certain  hoftilities  committed  byan  EngSji 
officer  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  all  contributed  to  cncreafcibc 
coldnefs  between  the  two  nations,  and  render  thedifputesof 
the  commiilaries  fruitlefs.  It  was  plain  from  the  king^s  ge* 
xieral  behaviour,  that  his  defigns  were  rather  to  avail  bimfetf 
of  the  power  of  the  republic,  than  live  with  her  upon  the 
ancient  footing  of  friendfhip.  His  fupporting  die  claims  rf 
his  nephew  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  ftadtholderfiiip,  hi 
reconciliation  with  the  princefs  of  Orange^  with  whom  be 
had  been  at  variance,  and  his  entering  into  a  clofer  unioa 
with  the  ele^lor  of  Brandenburghy  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the 
fiates,  and  perfuaded  them  that  Charles  was  no  way  zfkStA 
to  HoUandy  or  difpofed  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  repub- 
lic. Both  the  king  and  the  ftates  courted  Ma%arin  %  but  itt 
doing  this,  Charles  embroiled  himfelf  with  the  penfioner  k 
WiU  and  inflamed  the  populace  of  HoSand,  by  diftreffiiS 
their  fifheries,  at  the  time  too  when  his  neghew  mrf 
wanted  their  afliftance.  But  what  gave  the  greateft  offence, 
was  the  king's  infifting  that  the  India  company  flioold  aBof 
free  liberty  to  the  Englijh  to  trade  to  all  the  ports  ofJ^ 
not  immediately  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Dutchy  even  with 
the  kings  and  princes  at  war  with  the  republic  ;  and  that 
the  Englijh  faSoriqs  fliould  be  an  afylum  for  all  the  native 
who  fought  proteftion  of  the  Britijh  nation.  Such  demarids 
from  a  prince,  who  pretended  to  court  the  alliance  of  thert* 
public,  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  a£ts  of  that  authoritf 
which  afpiring  princes  loved  to  exercife  over  their  neigh- 
bours, as  well  as  their  fiibjefts ;  but  it  was  the  bufinefs  rf 
the  ftates  to  (lipprefs  their  refentment  to  a  more  feafonabh 
opportunity.  In  complaifance  to  the  king,  three  of  ther^ 
gicides  were  to  be  feized,  in  order  to  be  delivered  up  to  po- 
nifhment.  Downing^  the  Englijh  minifter,  threatened  the 
deputies  with  the  king's  refentment,  if  they  refufcd  to  figfl 
an  order  to  that  purpofc.    He  obtained  the  order;,  but  the 
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toagiflrates  of  fevcral  towns  interpofcd,  affirming  it  would 
be  the  greateft  injury  to  the  republic  to  violate  the  protec- 
tion granted  to  all  refugees ;  and  that,  in  this  infhnce,  it 
would  for  many  reafons  be  bafe  and  infidious.  In  defpite 
however  of  their  oppofition,  the  regicides  were  taken  into 
cuftody,  embarked  at  the  Brille^  and  fent  to  London.  Di 
Wit  was  the  principal  manager  in  this  tranfaflion,  which 
greatly  aftonifhed  all  his  friends,  who  were  no  ftrangers  to 
£i3  declared  enmity  to  the  king  6i  England  and  the  houfe  of 
Orange  *• 

Already  the  tutelage  of  the  prince  of  Orange  had  given 
birth  to  various  difTenfions,  which  were  now  renewed  upon 
the  death  of  the  fubftitutes  appointed  by  the  princefs,  upon 
her  departure  for  England.    That  fhe  (hould  nominate  the 
king  her  brother  among  the  guardians  of  the  young  prince, 
gave  umbrage  to  the  rigid  republicans.    The  enemies  to  the 
houfe  of  Orange^  fomc  of  whom  were  the  leading  men  in 
the  republic,  refented  highly  her  fubftituting  the  kirtg  of 
England^  who,   they  faid,  would  educate  the  prince  iii  de- 
lete principles,  fill  all  the  vacant  offices  in  the  towns  de- 
pendant on  the  Orange  family  with  his  creatures,  and  fap 
the  batteries  they  had  been  for  years  eredting  in  defence  of 
puWic  liberty.     In  a  point  of  fovaft  importance,   they 
thought  themfelves  juftified  in  exerting  any  means  to  ward 
off  the  danger,  and   ftriking,   what  they  called,  a  blow 
of  ftate.     Accordingly  they  feized  upon  a  ftrong  box  which  Theftatet 
file  princcfs  dowager  left  in  her  apartment,  where  they  ofWol^ 
cxpeSed  to  find  the  cleared  information  of  the  intrigues  IzxiAfeize^ 
carried  on  by  the  late  prince,  to  eftablifh  his  own  fovereign  upon  th 
authority,  of  the  enterprife   againft  Amfierdam^  and  the  papers  of 
iecret  intercourfe  he  was    fuppofed  to  hold  with    divers  rheprince/s 
members  of  the  ftates  general.     Charles  complained  that  the  do-wager. 
Jsiws  of  nations  had  been  grofsly  infulted  by  this  adion ; 
be  Hkewife  alledged  that  his  own  dignity  was  affronted,  by 
4  violent  attempt  to  extort  the  fecrets  of  a  fovereign  family 
io  nearly  allied  to  him,  and  under  the  prote£tion  of  the 
crown  oi  England.     To  this^the  ftates  oi  Holland y  which 
Jiad  atithorifed  the  courts  of  juftice  to  execute  this  affair, 
could  make  no  reply,  befides  the  intereft  they  had  in  all 
that  concerned  the  prince,  and  the  authority  that  devolved 
on  them,  in  confequence  of  the  princefs's  departure.     They 
found  n>eans,  however,  to  (hift  off  ^he  reftitution  of  tbo 
papers  demaiirded,  and  to  lodge  them  in  the  fecretary's  of- 
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fice.  It  IS  probable,  that  the  occafion  which  the  prlncefi 
had  for  the  affiftance  and  countenance  of  the  ftates,  in  her 
propofed  journey  to  France^  to  procure  reftitutioo  of  the 
principality  of  Orangey  made  the  king  her  brother  infift  kfs 
ilrenuoufly  upon  this  point. 

Th$  death  of  cardinal  Mazarine  which  happened  foon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch  ambafladors  fent  to  demand 
reftitution  of  Orange^  occafiontd  great  changes  in  the  court 
of  Lewis  XIV.     That  prince  was  now,  foe  the  firft  time, 
aftually  a  king.     Every  thing  was  conduced  under  his  im- 
mediate direction.     He  ufed  the  affiftance  of  his  minifterS} 
but  he  did  not  fuffer  them  to  govern  him,  as  the  cardinal 
had  done  ;  and  this  he  evinced  by  the  fudden  difgrace  of 
M.  Fouquetj  which  the  Dutch  ambafladors  were  in  expeda- 
tion  would  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  the  republic.    He 
had  always  oppofed  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce 
between  the  two  nations  ;  but  the  views  of  Colbert^  who 
Succeeded,  greatly  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  ftates  ge- 
neral.    After  this  affair  had  been  long  agitated,  the  ambaf* 
fadors  were  on  the  point  of  departing,  without  advancing  an 
inch  in  the  negotiation.    They  perceived  that  the  new  fur- 
intendant   had  formed  vaft  projects  for  the  extenfion  of 
the  French  commerce,  which  was  altogether  inconfiftenc 
with  the  treaty  they  required  ;  however,  they  found  that 
the  intereft  of  M.  Leguier^  Tellier^  and  the  marefchal  Vi^* 
roti  might  be  able  to  procure  their  demands  under  certain 
modifications  and  reAriSions.     In  effed,  they  perfuaded 
the  king,  that  it  was  for  his  intereft  to  renew  the  ancient 
treaties  and  alliances  with  Holland  \  but  Colbert  guarded 
againft  their  proving  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  the  king* 
dom,  and  the  defign  he  had  projeded  of  raifmg  the  Frm 
marine  to  a  refpedable  footing.     The  treaty  of  commerce 
imported,    that   all  piracies  fliould  be  checked,  and  ^^ 
offenders   punifhcd  ;    that  the  merchants  of  both  nation? 
fhould  reciprocally  trade  to  each  others  portS)  upon  paying 
a  certain  duty,    without  any   diftin<Stion  of  commoditie$9 
except  whale-oil.     Great  difficulties  arofe  about  the  king^> 
guarantying  the  herring-fiftery,    which   the  court  knew 
would  give  umbrage  to  the  Englijh,     Lewis,  under  pretence 
that  he  could  not  guarantee  a  contefted  claim  without  ex- 
prefsly  declaring  againft  one  of  the  claimant®,  contented  him- 
felf  with  general  expreifions ;  but  the  Dutch  ambaffaaors, 
fenfible  that  a  general  guarantee  would  be  ufele&,  made 
prefling  inftances  that  the  conditions  of  the  king's  protetSion 
fliould  be  minutely  fpecified.    In  the  end,  the  ucaty  was 
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£glied  upon  this  footings  but  LauU  deferred  the  fatifi-    A.  D4 
cation^.  1662. 

No  fooner  had  the  republic  fecured  her  cothmerde  againft  Ruyter 
lie  attacks  of  French  pirates,  by  the  treaty  we  have  'yx9ifenta- 
mentioned,  than  flie  rfefolved  to  check  the  infolence  of  the  gainft  t^ 
Jlgerinh^  who  had  committed  a  variety  of  depredations  pn  Al^criaw* 
the  high  feas,  confifcated  the  goods  and  dipping,  and  en-^ 
flaved  the  fubje£ls  of  the  United  Provincesy  while  tjie  ftate^ 
aad  they  were  in  profound  peace  with  each  other.    For  this 
purpofe  de  Ruyter  was  difpatched  to  the  Mediterranean  with 
a  powerful  fquadron.      He  fell    in  with  a  fleet  of  eight 
Jlgerine  ^\K2Xt^^  which  he  ^ifperfed,  after  taking  one^  and 
linking  another.     'A  violent  ftorm,    that    arofe   in  the 
middle  of  the  engagement,    prevented  his  deftroying  the 
whole  fquadron;     It  was  upon  this  he  received  a  challenge 
from  the  dcy  oi  jflgiers^  couched  in  the  following  terms  1 
•'  Sir,  although  we  differ  in  religion,  I  am  in  hopes  we  ihall 
*^  agree  with  refpeS  to  the  following  propofition,  and  that 
*^  ypu  will  be  ready  to  grant  the  demand  I  hereby  liiake^  . 
"  You  have  three  times  given  me  chace,  and  if  I  have 
.  **  avoided  fighting,  I  defire  you  will  not  attribute  it  to  a 
*'  deficiency  in  courage,  but  to  the  inequality  of  my  ftrength. 
^*  Mine  is  only  a  fmall  bark,  your's  a  large  fhip,  and  float- 
*'  ing  caftle.    It  is  for  this  reafon  I  defire  you  will  meet,me 
**  upon  equal  terms,    that  we  may  prove  our  fortune  and 
*'  valour.     If  you  conquer  me,  I  fhall  be  your  flave;  but 
*  **  if  fortune  fliould  be  propitious  to  my  endeavoursj  I  Ihall 
**  reft  fatiafied  with  the  glory  of  victory.     Grant  me  this 
*'  requeft,  and  if  I  prove  backward,   rank  me  among  the 
•'  number  of  timid    fpirits.      Receive    the   compliments 
•*  which  I  fend  you.**    Ruyter  accepted  the  challenge,  and 
appointed  the  time  and  place  for  the  engagement ;  but  he 
heard   no  more  of  the  Algerine  bravo.     His  conftancy  ort- 
this  occafion  infpired  the  T!'urks  with  the  higheft  opinion  of* 
his  courage  and  generofity.   They  wiflied  to  be  friends  with 
the  man  whom  they  equally  dreaded  and  adtnired.     The  . 
prince  of  Tunii  immediately  made  conceiEons ;  but  the  AU 
gerines  would  have  perfifl:ed  in  their  defence,  had  their  (hips 
been  any  way  proportioned  to  de  Ruyiet*s  ftrength.     This 
ineqtjality  alone  obliged  them  to  bend  the  neck,  make  apo- 
logies for  their  condu&i  give  fecurity  for  their  future  beha* 
yiour,  and  enter  upon  the  ftriileft  engagements  not  to  mo- 
left  the  Dutch  commerce^. 

J»  Le  Clerc,  tQin.  ii.  p.  305.    Basnaob,  ibid.        «  La  vie 
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CvERY  foreign  occurrence  would  feem  to  heat  the  dm« 
fions  in  the  Uniud  Provinces  i  but  this  was  only  a  temporary, 
not  a  radical  cure.  It  fufpended  the  animofity  of  the  par- 
ties, but  did  not  remove  the  caufe  of  their  mutual  rcfent- 
ments,  which  gathered  ftrength  from  their  long  conti- 
nuance. .The  education  of  the  prince  became  again  the 
liibjeft  of  vehement  difputes  between  the  provinces  ofHsl- 
land  and  Zealand.  Holland  infifted,  that,  by  the  Rffman  lav, 
and  the  particular  laws  of  the  Netherlands^  the  tutelage  of  a 
Hoblen^an,  or  young  prince^  rightly  belonged  to  that  fo- 
vereign  power  in  whole  obedience  the  father  of  the  minor 
'  was^t  the  time  of  his  death.  They  affirmed,  that  Zeakni 
had  no  pretenfions,  either  by  fovereign  right,  or  teftamen- 
tary  elcAion.  The  Zealanders  replied,  that  the  young  prince 
of  Orange  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  noble  minor, 
fubjcifled  to  certain  laws,  and  chambers  eredled  for  fador- 
ing  his  eftates  the  prince's  chief  territories  were  fituated  in 
Zealand ;  it  was  therefore  reafonable  he  fhould  have  bis 
education  under  the  diredHon  of  that  province.  This  dif- 
pute  begot  other  fubjeSs  of  contention,  which  greatly  dit 
'  turbed  all  perfons  attached   to  the  true  intereft  of*  their 

country,  though  de  Wit  alone,  whofe  influence  was  every 
day  encreafing,   laboured  to  apply  the '  proper   remedies. 
Tne  diflenfions  were  not  confined  to  Holland  2sA  Zealand^ 
they  fpread  themfelves  to  Groningen  and  Utrecht j-^nd  at  lat 
terminated  in  an  altercation  with  the  duke  of  .Newluriii 
which  was  foon  compromifed  •*. 
A.  D.        FRJNCE  and    Holland   appear    at   this    period  to 
1663.     have  been  under  the  diredion  of  the  fame  fpirit,  and  to 
Collufion    have  co-operated  in  precifely  the  fame  meafures*    Ther« 
heinveen     fubfifted  a  thorough  underftanding  between  the  penlioncrj 
the  king  of  de  Wit  and  the  dpunt  d^EJlrades :  the  letters  of  the  mo8 
France,      chriftian  king  are  full  of  acknowledgments  of  the  fervices 
and  the      j^^g  ^Am  by  the  penlxonery  \  and,  fpeaking  of  the  treaty  in 
^A/^^P   agitation  between  the  crowns  of  France  zxA  England^  he  ex- 
c  Wit.     prefgjy  declares,  that  nothing  fhould  be  concluded  in  it 
contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  United  Provinces.     But  this 
intimate  unioh  was  neither   formed  nor  continued  with- 
out warm  oppofition  and  loud  clamours.     The  Englijh  and 
Spaniards  had  each  their  faftion  in  the  ftates  general,  and 
both  joined  with  the  Orange  family  to  diftrefs  de  Wity  who 
was  thus  forced  into  a  dependance  on  France^  by  which  he 
triumphed  fpr  a  time  over  all  hiS  adverfaries.  -  Spain,  jesAora 
of  the  growing  power  of  France,  laboured  to  form  a  tedcnl 
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unk)n  between  the  republic  and  the  other  ten  province^^ 
iFor  their  mutud  fccurity.  This  d^Ejlrades  traverfecl  with  all 
his  addrefs,  and  influence  with  th^  pen{k)nery.  In  confe-* 
quence  di  Wit  drew  up  a  counter-projcfl,  the  apparent  de- 
sign of  whic^  was  to  graft  a  new  republic  upoh  the  old^ 
though  the  efFedl  would  probably  have  been,  to  gain  FranU 
IJoflcffion  of  the  Ten  Provinces^  without  the  trouble,  hazard^ 
or  expcnctfbf  a  war  (A).     Lewisj  however,  was  unwilling 

id 


'(A)  As  this  point  is  curious, 
tntirely  omitted  by  Dutch  wri- 
ters, and  only  mentioned  by 
the  Prenthy  we  fhall  prefent  the 
reader  with  an  abftra^  of  de 
tFit's  projedl,  which  was  to  the 
following  jpurpofc.  //>/?,.  It 
Was  prbpofed,  that  endeavours 
fliould  be  ufed  to  prejudice  the 
provinces  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain^  in  favour  of  a  f^ee  re- 
public ;  and  that  aiTurances 
ihould*  be  given  them  of  pow- 
erful fttCcOnfs  from  France  and 
the  republic.  Secondly^Th?LttYit 
revolution  however  ihbuld  b^  ef- 
fefted  by  the  voluntary  confent 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  particu- 
larly the  magiftrates  of  the  ci 
ties,  and  that  for  this  reafon  no 
idolence  fhouLd  be  ufed,  or  arms 
introduced  into  the  Ten  Spaniflf 
Provinces,  as  it  was  the  intention 
Df  France  and  the  republic  to 
maintain  their  treaties  with 
^ain.  But  in  cafe  of  the  king 
^f  Spain* i  death,  then  the  a« 
bovementioned  provinces  (hoold 
t>e  cantoned  by  force,  if  necef- 
(kry,  and  formed  into  a  free  re- 
public.  Thirdly 9  That  to  fecure 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  Pm* 
vinces  againft  all  foreign  pow- 
ers, all  poffible  efforts  fhpuld  be 
afed,  in  cafe  the  fcheme  for 
Forming  the  Ten  Pro^uiifcts  in- 
to a  tepublic  fucceeded,  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  moft 
^hriftian    king   the  cities  and 


places  of  Camirayt  St-  Omcri 
Aixy  NenjDporty  Fumes,  Berguesi 
and  Lincb,  with  their  depend- 
ing lordihips  and  counties : 
and  into  thofe  of  the  Hates 
general  of  the  United  Prntjinctii 
the  cities,  towns,  and  places  of 
Ofiendj  Plajfendedi  Bruges,  Dani^ 
me,  Blonquenhergue,  with  that 
part  of  Guelderland  now  pof- 
icfFed  by  Spain,  the  four'quar- 
ters  of  Outremeu/e,  and  ^hc  caf- 
tles  of  Na'vaigne  and  Argen- 
taen  with  their  dependencies^; 
Fourthly,  That  if  the  propofed 
fcheme  of  cantonment  ihould 
fucceed,  either  voluntarily  be- 
fore the  deceafe  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  or  by  compulfion  after 
his  deaths  both  fides  ihould  hear- 
tily labour  that  the  faid  placed 
be  put  into  the  poifefiion  of 
France  and  the  dates  general 
refpeflively,  as  well  for  the  con- 
fiderations  before  alledged,  as^ 
for  feveral  other  reafons  of  im- 
portance to  the  common  wel-> 
fare  and  peace  of  both  (tates. 

The  alterations  made  by  thc^ 
court  of  France  in  this  projc^>; 
had  an  eye  to  the  facceifion  of  the 
Spanijh  monarchy,  and  feemed 
to  forefee  what  happened  many 
years  after,  when  the  partition- 
treaty  and  triple  alliance  wertf 
formed,  to  prevent  the  enor- 
mous growth  of  France,  and 
preferve  a  juft  political  ballanctf 
in  Europe,  Here  the  king  aU 
F  f  t  rend/ 
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tb  tc  put  off  with  the  bare  poffibility  of  obtaining  what  lie 
"was  nov^  conti-iving  to  poffefs  ;  for  tiis  reafoii  he  continued 
the  negotiation,  but  found  a  variety  of  pretences  to  avoid 
"bringing  it  to  an  ifliie.  When  this  could  no  longer  be 
done.  Without  exciting  the  jealoufy  of  the  ftates,  helaiJ 
afide  the  mafk  and  the  projeft  together  •. 

Att  this  While  Sir  George  Downing^  the  EngUJh  ambafli- 
dor,  was  fup^po/rting  the  negotiations  of  Gamarra  the  S^ 
nijh  nlinifler,  to  form  the  league  of  the  Seventeen  Prmm 
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ready  fet  afide  the  renanciation 
made  by  his  qoeen  of  her  right 
to  the  Spanifly  fucccffion>  calling 
it  nuU  and  in'vaUd^  feecaufe  ex- 
torted from  her  at  Fontarabia^ 
before  flie  came  to  France^  He, 
beiidesy    accufed    Spain   of  a 
■  breach  of  contrad,  and  the  non- 
performance of  feveral  of  the 
conditions    ftipulated  between 
the  two  courts.     Healleclged 
that  tfaefe  tmtlis  were  fo  well 
known  in    Flandert^   that  the 
principal  inhabitants  had  joint- 
ly debated    upon    the   means 
of  defending  themfelves  againft 
the  impehding  evils»   and'  the 
more  prudent  had  propofed,  as 
the  moit  efFedaal  method,  to 
canton  themfelves  into  a  ixct 
republic,  allied  to  France  and 
.the  fUtcs  general.    The  king, 
therefore,  out  of  his  great  mo- 
deration, propofed,  in  cafe  of  the 
king  o^ Spain's  death,  to  wave  his 
rjttfl  claims  in  Flanders^  and  be 
contented  that  the  people,  who 
ought  naturally  to  be  under  his 
government,  Ihould  become  free, 
and  allied  to  the  lords  the  ilates 
general,    under   his    maje(ly's 
•protedion,  except    only   fome 
places,  which  lay  commodious 
to  the  king,  for  proteding  t'fte 
rfrofitiersof  his  hingdom.     To 


,this  he  defired  the  aflent  oftk 
Hates  general,  and  alfo  thor 
concurrence  in  preferviog  die 
treaties  with  SpMn^  duriag  tk 
life  of  the  reigning  monaid: 
and  he  further  added,  that,  ii 
cafe  the  fucceflion  of  Spain  d^ 
volved  upon  his  queen,  before 
the  inhabitants  had  takes  tbe 
refoltttion  of  forming  themfelve 
into  a  republic,  that  then  iis 
majefly  ihould  be  at  liberty « 
pofl*eis,  for  the  greater  fecoii^ 
of  his  kingdom,  *  fuch  ocfas 
places  as  might  be  thought » 
cefTary  for  the  protedlion  of  Itf 
frontiers,  beiides  thbfe  fpeciiifii 
in  the  penfionery^s  propofaL 
Such  was  the  ideal  fchene 
planned  by  M.  de  Wit  and  tk 
court  of  France  \  from  whidit 
however,  both  fides  deduced  10 
other  confequences  than  diofe 
which  publickly  appeared,  i^- 
land  gol  fcent  of  thofe  negooi* 
tioas,  and  it  proved  one  caiA 
of  the  fucceeding  rupture  be* 
tween  that  kingdom  and  tk 
United  Prownces  5  for  it  wH 
obvious  that  the  execution  tf 
fuch  a  project  would  greatlf 
extend  the  power  of  FrM^ 
and  prejudice  thecomtnerceof' 
Great  Britain.  Lettr-ef-d' EJiraifi\ 
March  2Z,  1663. 
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wc  have  already  mentioned  5  but,  incenfcd  at  the  fecret 
tranfadlions  between  de  IVit  and  d'Eftr^desy  be  had  inftruc- 
tions  to  demand  reparation  of  the  injuries  done  by  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  ftatei  to  ^be  Britijh  conimerce.  A  variety  of 
circumflances  indeed  contributed  to  bring  on  a  rupture  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  to  which  this  remonftrance  was  a 
pjelude.  They  were  rivals  in  commerce,  and  open  enemies 
in  every  emporium  of  tFade  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Re- 
ciprocal injuries  were  committed  by  fraud  an/d  violence,  and 
each  in  his  turn  became  the  aggreflbr.  Holland  had,  it  is 
tf uc,  left  unperformed  feveral  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  made  with  Cromwel-,  but  England  had  ballanced 
thefe  by  fimilar  neglefts-  One  circumftance  indeed  highly 
reflefled  on  the  dignity  of  the  Britijh  crown  5  namely,  that 
no  fatisfadion  was  yet  made  for  the  depredations  on  her  v 

commerce  in  jt^^  or  atonement  for  the  maflacre  at  Jm^  ^ 

bpyna^  except  the  unexecuted  promife  of  a  trifling  fum  of 
money.  .  The  Dutch  contented  themfelves  with  penitential 
proteftations  on  this  head^  by  which  even  Cromwel  had  been 
duped,  and  prevailed  on  to  with-hoM  punifhment,  wheri 
he  had  the  whole  nation  at  his  mercy  ;  can  we  wonder  if 
the  inconftant,  irrefolute  C/j<afrZpj,  with  all  his  natural  pene- 
tration and  good  fenfe,  which  he  never  exerted,  fliould  be  ^ 
over-reached  by  their  artifice  ?  The  Dutcby  perceiving  the 
butnour  of  the  EngHJh^  knew  that  the  king  would  b^  forced 
into  violent  meafurcs  ;  they  therefore  publifhecj  2^  long 
charge  againft  the  Englijh  Eaft  India  company,  which  like- 
wife  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  an  apology  for  their  own 
conduct  i  and  this  was  anfwered  by  a  paper,  proving  that 
the  charge  was  a  deliberate  aflemblage  of  frivolous  pre* 
tences,  and  unjufl:  and  infolent  demand^,  made  without 
any  regard  to  honour,  triith,  reafon,  or  the  law  of  nations, 
I^ifts  of  damages  were  mutually  delivered,  which  both  fides 
fupported  by  feveral  ftrorig  men^orials.  We  h^ve  already 
fpecified  thefe  particular^  in  the  hiftqry  of  the  Eq/l  India 
companies  ^  j  U  will  therefore  be  unneceflary  to  fay  any 
more  here  than  that  Charles  declared  to  M.  Cuneas^  the? 
J>«^rA  refident  in  London^  that  he  would  receive  no  memo- 
rials fron>  his  hands,  as  he  expefted  the  ilates  would  fend 
an  ambaffador  in  the  manner  prorpifed  by  M»  Beverwert^ 
when  he  took  bis  leave.  Hip  rnajefty,  befides,  laid  a  ^rea^ 
leftriSion  on  trade,  under  pretence  of  a  plague  that  rage4 
in  Hollands  and  he  confidcred  it  as  a  particular  mark  of 
his  regard  for  Amjltrdam^  that  he  confined  the  ufual  time  of 
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performing  quarantine  to  thirty  days,  inftcad  of  forty.  The 
precaution  would  have  been  juft,  bad  the  fa6t  been  true; 

.  but  in  any  event  it  ought  to  have  been  extended  to  all  the 
other  maritime  provinces  as  welJ  as  Holland^  which,  on  this  , 
occafion,  i((ras  Tingled  out,  in  ^nniity  to  the  pepfionery,  and 
the  ftatcs  of  that  province.  •  ' 

DOWNIIJG^  indeed,  by  his  yiplept  remonftrances  to 
the  ftates,  and  thie  partial  accounts  remitted  to  England  every 
day-,  widpned  the  breach  between  the  two  nations,  pc 
infifted  in  his  memorials  of  reilitution  of  two  Iniia  fliipSi 
called  the  Bonadventure^  and  Good  liope,  as  Ijkcwife  of  fe- 
v.eral^other  Efigliflj  (hips,  rather  jis  fcaffolds  than  tjie  buiU- 
,  ing,  as  collateral  circumftanpes,  but  not  the  main  founda- 
tion of  the  propofed  rupture.  This  is  obvious,  from  that 
treaty  concluded  the  preceding  year  between  the  pvp  na- 
tions, in  which  not.  one  of  the  forty-five  J^rticles  of  da- 
ipages  now  prefented,  was  contained.  As  tp-the  M^ 
fliips,  the  J^nglijh  were-  left,  by  agrepmejit,  to  prdfccutt 
their  claipi,  and  8o,opo  florins  were  depofited  by  the  2)«/^ 
company,  by  way  of  indemnification,  fliould  the  decifm 
turn  out  favourable  to  their  adverfaries.  The  Dutch  At 
ledged,  that  the  Englijb  greatly  ove^r-rated  their  damages, 
particularly  with  refpefl:  to  the  India  ihips.  They  com- 
plained that  the  demand  was  exorbitant ;  but  this  was  only 
a  part  of  the  difputc.  Perhaps  the  real  grounds  of  the  war 
^re  to  be  found  in  the  natural  intereft  of  both  parties  in  the 
Guitiey  trade*  and  the  extenfipn  of  their  commerce  in  Am- 
tica.  Sir  Robert  Holmes  had  been  difpatcbed  with  a  fqua- 
dron  to  the  coaft  oi  Africa^  to  aflert  th^  rights  of  GV«J( 
l^ritaln^  and  check  the  encroachments  of  the  Hollanders 

^This  he  executed  very  efFe£lually,  by  difpofleiling  themot 
Cape  Verd^  and  Caho  de  Corfo ;  after  which  he  proceeded  in 
bis  voyage,  and  rendered  himfelf  mafter  o(  Nova  Belgin^ 
'iince  called  New  Tori,  Thefe  hoftilities  the  Dutch  com- 
piiflaries  on  the  coaft  of  Guiney  refented,  by  detaining  the 
EngKJh  (hippinjg  and  merchandifc,  in  the  ports  belonging  ^ 

•  the  republic.  Thefe  veffels  and  effedls  belonged  "to  the 
pew-cftablilhed  Jfrica  company,  of  which  the  duke  of  IW 
was  governor.  Downing  exclaimed  againft  the  infult  of- 
fered to  the  king  and  duke,  inftead  of  giving  fatisfaftibn 
fpr  the  hoftilities  which  had  occafiohed  this  retaliation. 
It  is  for  this  reafon  yf^  cannot  join  iflue  with  the  Engifi 
jiiftorjans,  vfho  are  unanimous  in  throwing  the  whole 
odium  of  the  war^upon  the  ftatcs  general.  Had  they  at- 
tributed it  to  Charles's  refentment  of  the  unatoned  barba- 
rities committ(;4  in  the  Eaft  InSes  upon  kngUJh  fubjeds, 
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their  plea  would  have  been  paflable;  but  to  charge  the 
putch  with  being  the  aggreffors  on  the  coaft  of  Guiney^ 
evidently  proceeds  from  natural  prejudide,  and  a  fuperficial 
enquiry  into  the  fa£ts  ai&rted  by  both  parties,  and  incon^ 
'  teftibly  provfed  by  the  Hollanders  ^. 

The  grievances  of  the  Dutch  were  ftill  greater  on  the  fide 
of-America.  Hudfon^  an  Englijh  captain,  hSl  made  a  defcent 
on  the  D«/fi&  colonies,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
which  now.  bears  the  nam«  of  that  officer,  towards  the 
north  fide  of  the  continent  of  America.  This  was  in  the 
reign  of  yames  I.  From  that  time  the  claims  of  the  Dutch 
and  Englijb  were  extremely  intricate.  The  fituation  was 
too  remote  to  admit  of  a  clear  ftate  pf  the  objeds  in  difpute. 
Mutual  hoftilities  pafled,  and  each  endeavoured,  not  only 
to  fupport,  but  to  extend,  their  fettlements  by  force,  frauds 
and  vidence.  Holmes  attacked  the  Dutch  by  the  king's  au« 
thority,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  company  therefore  carried 
their  grievances  before  the  ftates  general ;  but  before  they' 
could  take  any  meafures  for  redreffing  them,  advice  arrived 
that  the  Englijb  had  landed  on  the  ifland  Monchattan^  and 
had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  town  of  Neu{  Arnfierdam. 
Downing  not  only  fupported  this  a£lion,  by  affirming,  it  was  ' 

a  confequence  of  the  infults^  offered  to  Britijb  commerce  on 
the  coaft  of  Guiney;  but  he  fo  warmly  efpoufed  the  interefts 
of  Sweden  and  Denmarky  with  refped  to  the  Baltic  trade, 
that  it  was  ipanifeft  no  terms  could  be  long  preferved. 
By  this  means  he  had  the  addrefs  to  involve  the  ftates  in 
jiiputes  with  the  Northern  powers,  the  eleftor  of  Branden-' 
htrgb^  and  even  the  French  monarch,  from  whom  Sweden 
received  a  fubfidy.  Hiscondufi  towards  thehoufeof  Or^w^^had 
inipired  the  ele£tor  with  a  perfonal  animoiity  to  the  pen^ 
fionery  of  Holland '^  the  fat^e  caufe  had  irritated  the  king  of 
England  againft  this  minifter ;  de  Wit^  therefore,  conceived 
the  only  method  of  guarding  againft  the  impending  blow,' 
was  to  unite  clofely  with  France^  and  facrifice  trivial  claims,  , 
to  the  real  and  neceflary  prote£lion  of  that  powerful  prince.  v 

The  pro}e<£k  with  refpe<Sk  to  the  cantonment  of  the  Spanijh 
Netherlands  was  again  renewed  ;  and  the  occafion  feemed 
iiatural,  as  the  king  of  Spain's  life  was  in  great  danger, 
and  the  infanta  labouring  Under  an  ardent  fever.  Matters' 
proceeded  fo  far  that  four  deputies  were  fent  from  the  Ten 
Provinces  J  to  confer  upon  the  fubjeft  with  M,  de  Wih  At 
l^a^ft,  after  feveral  conferences  and  propofak,  tl^ey  were 
^ifwfTcd,  without  coming  to  any  refolution. 

«  Baskace,  p.  71}. 
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Frejh  im-       No  footier  the  pTojt&  of  forming  a  new  nfpablk  yv 

trigues       niOied,  than  another  was  fubfthuted.    De  Pf^  laboured  to 

nvitb  the    conclude  a  treaty  of  partition  with  Francij  whereby  the 

^urtof     ijoufc  di  jfuftria  Ihould  be  excluded  the  poflfeffion  of  the 

JFi^CPf     Spanijh  Netherlands^  i|i  cafe  the  emperor  Jofiph  manicd  tb 

infanta  of  Spain.    This  was  no  other  than  a  divifion  of  thf 

provinces  between  France  and  the  republic.     But  feycnl 

difficulties  arofe  in  the  execution.    A  miftake  eommittd 

by  d*E/lrades^  in  decyphering  a  letter  of  inftrudions  fifcffl 

his  court,  had  almoff  broke  oiF  the  negotiation.  .  The  aaw 

bailador  Infii!ed,  that  Cfhent  and  Meeblin  (hould  be  affigitd 

to  the  king,  by  which  means  the  frontiers  of  the  rppubfc 

would  be  expofed  to  his  mercy ;  but  the  king  deared  tf 

this  blunder,  by  affirming,  that  he  had  n^ver  demanded  t)i€ 

latter,  and  that  his  minmer  had  miftaken  the  former  for 

Cambray.     Now  the  greateft  difficulty  was,  to  engage  tte 

lleputies  of  the  towns  in  his  defign,  and  this  thd  penfioncrj 

efieded  by  a  very  extraordinary  ftroke  of  policy,  which,  at 

fhe  fame  time,^  difplays  his  knowledge  of  mankind,  andtlK 

ignorance  of  the  deputies.     He  Infinuated  to  them  his  ap- 

prehenfions  left  the  Jnfideh  fliotild,  after  conqueringthc  cffi^ 

pire,  penetrate  into  the  Netherlandsy   and  eftablifh  a  focJtiBg 

in  the  vicinage  of  the  republic.      The  court  of  Frm 

laughed  at  the  wildnefs  of  M.  de  Wif%  projeft ;  but  thef 

Krerc  aftoniflied  when  they  perceived  the  ene£ts,  and  tbJt 

Jie  drew  from  it  the  very  confcquence  he  propofed.   B 

perfiiaded  the  deputies  of  the  ncceffity  of  entering  \v^^ 

plofer  alliance  with  the  king,  whofe  power  alone  coddjfttf 

$he  torrent  of  Turkifi  conqueft,    and  prottft  the  repiibft 

of  Holland,    To  carry  his  point  more  clearly^  under  ow* 

fience  of  vifiting  his  uncle,  he  made  the  tour  of  floM 

and  conferred  in  perfon  with  all   the  magiftrates,   whik 

^Ejirades  was  taking  the  fame  meafures  in  fome  of  tl» 

other  provinces.     A  fortunate  accident    to    promote  te 

fchemc  happened  at  ConJlantinofUy  where  the  Dutch  refidejt 

|vas  arretted,  becaufe  a  Dutch  fliip,   freighted  by  the  granJ 

fignlor  to  Alexandria^  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Mi- 

iefe.     Warner^  the  refident,  was  at  length  forced  to  pay  tirt 

rfamages,  upon  which  he  was  kt  at  liberty.   De  WitVaVsd 

this  circumuance  to  his  advantage,  and  enflamed  .the  people 

to  (uch  a  degree,  that  the  ftates"  laid  an  additional  duty  on 

all  commodities  from  the  Levant^  until  the  lofles  of  tll« 

refident  fliouM  be  indemnified.     AH  the  magiftrates  of  the 

principal  towns  were  noW  unanimoufly  of  opinion^  that  Af 

republic   ought  to   enter  into  the  ftriSeft  ties  with  the 

jprmh  king.    Some  towns,  however^  oppofed  the  fcbemc 
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I  of  a  partition  of  the  Netherlands^  from  an  apprehenison 
I  that ;  this  muft  embarrafs  the  republic  ^itb  Spain  and  the 
f  fmpcror^. 

^-     WHII.K  things  were  in^this  train^   the  rumour  of  a 
I   treaty  between  France  and  *EngIandy  and  of  an  armament 
j   equipping  by  the  former,  (aid  to  be  againft  the  pontiff,  ex- 
l  cited  jealoufy  in  the  ftates,  and  even  alarmed  the  penfioner, 
g  left  France  might  have  fecret  defigns  of  becoming  entirely 
3  maftef  of  the  Netherlands.     The  Spanijh  minifter  at  the 
;,  Hague   likewife  propagated   a   report,    that  a  treaty  be- 
J,  tfwn  Spainy  Fran^e^  and  Englandy  was  Ifkewife  in  agita- 
j.  tion,  which  produced  an  extraordinary  effeft  upon  the 
J  minds  »of  the  people,  ,  To  this  we  may  add,  the  revival  of 
J  the  old  difputa  between  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  the 
>  Itates  general,    upon  the  variety  of  topics  already  men- 
,.  tioned.    Both  de  Wit  and  the  ftatcs  began  to  apprehend, 
\  they  might  bewilder  themfclves  in  fuch  a  labyrinth  of  in-   y^^  jj^ 
I  trigues,  as  ibould  inci^r  the  difpleafure  of  all  the  other    if^A^ 
.  neighbouring  powers,   the  emperor,  the  kings  of  $pain  and 
.  Unglandy    while  they   could  have   no   reliance   upon   the 
,  ffiendfliip  of  the /r^ar;&  monarch.     This  determined,  the 
;  peafioner  to  acft  with  more  caution,  and  to  caft  about  for  the 
j  nw^s  of  avoiding  a  rupture  witli  England^  until  the  re^ 
J  public  wa»  fortified  by  alliances,  or  at  leaft  fecured  againft 
,  the  refeotment  of  Spaia^  and  the  empire.     But  this  point 
;  tiTas  found  imprafticable.     Hoftilities  had  fo  loi?g  been  pur- 
fttcd  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  and  in  America^  that  both  na- 
tions wer©  highly  exalperated,  and  there  appeared  a  neceC- 
J  fity  of  terminating  the  quarrel  by  the  fword.    Walchenherg^ 
direfter-general  for  the  Dutch  Eaji  India  company,  on  the 
coaft  of  Guineyy  had  imprudently,  not  only  in  tne   name? 
of  the  company,  but  even  of  the  ftates  general,  fet  forth 
a  rfaim  to  the  whole  coaft,  and  prohibited   all  other  na- 
tions, from  fettling  in  that  quarter.     The  infolence  of  this 
order,  extremely  irritated  the  EngUJh  in  particular.     The 
affair  came  before  the  parliament,  and  that  body  refolved, 
that  the  wrongs,  injuries,  and  indignities,  done  to  his  ma- 
jefty  by  the  fubjefls  of  the  United  Provinces^  by   invading 
his  rights  in  India^  Africa^  and  America^  and  the   damages 
done  to  the  EngUJh  commerce,  were  the  greateft  obftruc- 
tions  to   all   foreign  trade ;  his  i^ajefty  was  therefore  in- 
treated  to  take  fpeedy  and  eftecElual  methods  for  redreffing 
the  grievances  of  the  nation  ;  the  commons  affuring  him 
Ihey  would  affift  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes^ 

^  ^ttcres  de  coji&te  d'Eilrades^  Jane  1744. 
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NoTWiTHSTANDfNG  thc  zcfel  of  the  EngUJh  parlia-- 
ment,  and  the  mutual  refentment  of  the  partic%  it  was 
ftill  a  doubt  whether  a  rupture  mieht  enfue,  as  de  Wit 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  coining  to  ex&emities.  The  ftates 
however,  determined  t%  provide  againft  the  worfl,  and 
make  the  neceflary  preparations  for  war.  The  Eeft  Inik 
company  offeree  to  defend  the  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  J  at  their  own  expence,  on  condition  they  were  ceded 
to  them  in  form.  D*EJirades  endeavoured  to  prevail  on 
de  Wit  J  and  the  leading  perfonages,  to  embrace  the  propo- 
fal,  ^as  the  moft  certain  means  of  diftreffing  the  Engtifi)^ 
and  putting  the  African  trade  on  a  reipedable  footing  ;  but 
as  Ruyter  was  now  upon  that  coaft  with  a  fquadron,  the 
ftates  were  willing  to  be  firft  acquainted  with  the  iuccefs 
of  his  expedition.  Meantime  a  fquadron  commanded  by 
admiral  Opdam  put  to  fea,  and  cruifed  upon  the  Flmjh 
ihore,  to  watch  the  deiigns  of  the  Britifi>  fleets ;  but  be 
could  not  put  ^  ftop  to  the  depredations  coilimitted  by 
prince  Rupert y  who,  before  war  was  declared,  had  taken 
above  an  hundred  Dutch  merchantmen,  laden  with  wine 
and  fruit  from  Bcurdiaux^  and  other  French  harbours. 
It  was  this  circumftance  that  determined  the  ftates  to  fend 
Van  Buiningen  in  quality  of  ambaflador  to  France^  to  im- 
plore a  more  effeftual  mediation,  than  the  .king's  promifed 
guarantee,  and  to  fignify,  that  de  RUyter  had  been  fent  to 
the  coaft  of  America^  not  to  attack  the  {hips,  forts^  and 
fettlements,  of  the  Englijh^  but  to  proteft  the  Dutch  trade, 
and  regain  the  loiTes  of  the  Dutch  merchants ;  W!X2xi\fita 
which  ferved  only  to  exafperate  the  Englijhy  who   now  r^ 

farded  the  whole  condu<%  of  the  ftates  as  infidious  and 
efigning.  In  thc  beginning  of  thc  year,  they  had  in- 
vited Charles  to  z&  in  concert  with  them,  againft  ^t  Alge^ 
rines.  The  king  complied,  and  a  fquadron  was  fent  to  the 
Mediterranean  to  join  thc  Dutch.  On  the  meeting  of  the 
fquadrons,  feme  difference  arofe  about  the  honours  of 
the  fea  ;  Ruyter  complained  that  he  was  affronted  ;  Lawfifh 
the  Englijh  admiral,  denied  itj  but  the  Dutchman^  under 
this  pretext,  parted  company,  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
and  reduced  all  the  places  lately  taken  by  the  Englijh^  ex- 
cept the  fortification  at  CapeCoaJi.  He  befides  battered 
and  feized  upon  fort  Cormantin,  which  had  always  been 
an  Englijh  fettlement.  He  alfo  feized  upon  eight  Engltfi 
merchantmen  juft  arrived,  and  appropriated  their  cargoes 
to  the  Weji  India  company.  To  render  their  treacherous 
fchemes  ftill  more  unfufpeded,  they  came  to  a  refolution 
of  t^pmoiunicating  to  the  court  of  London  their  intention, 
^  of 
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of  fending  a  fmall  fquadron  .to  the  coaft  of  >/w#rfctf,  fuch 
as  could  afford  no  apprehenfion  that  they  propofed  afting 
offenfively.  This,  at  leaft,  is  the  charge  of  the  EngUfi 
htftorians;  anil  indeed  it  muft  be  confeffed,  th>t  the  con- 
idud  of  the  ftates  was  extremely  ambiguous;  but  whether 
frpai  neceffity,  irrefolution,  or  defign,  we  cannot  pretend 
to  determine  *.  . 

While  Europe  was  in  fufpence  about  the  iffue  of  the  in- 
trigues carried  on  in  France^  England^  Spain  and  Holland^  the 
Dutchy  Upon  the  eve  of  a  war  with  their  great  rival  in  com- 
merce, were  difturbed  by  fome  alarms  from  Denmark^  th^ 

*  empire,  and  the  bufy  reftlefs  bifbop  oi  Munjler.  The  Dams 
complained  that  the  Hollanders  had  xnonopolized  the  trade 
ti^  Africa  \  and  every  meafure  which  might  accelerate  and  in- 
ftire  the  ruin  of  the  republic  was  eagerly  embraced  by  the 
court-  of  London.  It  was  artfully  infmuated  at  Copenhagen^ 
that  the  ftates  propofed  excludmg  all  other  nations  from 
any  communication  with  the  coaft  of  Guiney  \  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  reminded  of  the  injuries  and  oppreiHons  fuftained 
by  the  fubjefts  of  the  empire,  of  the  enterprifing  difpofition 
of  the  Diiuhj  and  their  tyranny  over  all  the  petty  neigh- 
bouring princes ;  and  the  bifliop  of  Munjler  was  taught, 
that  now  the  opportunity  offered  of  revenging  himfelf  upon 
a  republic,  whofe  meddling  policy  had  obftrudted  the^  ac- 
complifliment  of  his  favourite  projefts.  The  D^w^j  how- 
ever were  awed  by  the  importance  of  the  Dutch  trade  to  his 
dominions,. and  the  revenue  arifmg  from  the  duties  they 
paid  in  the  Soundly  the  emperor's  whole  attention  was  em- 
ployed on  the  means  of  repulfing  the  infidels;  he  even  went 
fo  far  as  to  prdpofe  an  alliance  to  the  ftates  general,  which 
they  rejected,  from  an  apprehenfion  it  might  give  umbrage 
to  the  French  monarch.  As  to  the  bifhop  oi Munftery  Down-  j^ifpf^g 
ing  the  Englijh  minifter  found  him  more  ready  to  liften  to  rwitb  the 
his  projeSs/  This  jprelate  was  now  engaged  in  a  contvO' Bijhep  of 
verfy  about  fome  lands,  tvith  the  prince  of  Lichtenjiein.  The  Manlier, 
procefs  was  determined  in  his  favour-by  the  imperial  cham- 
ber at  Spires ;  and  believing  it  neceffary  to  profit  by  this 
award,  the  bifliop  ufed  force,  and  thereby  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  fta.tes  general.  He  furprifed  fort  Eykelery 
garrifoned  it,  and  repaired  the  fortifications.  Alarmed  at 
this  proceeding,  the  ftates  complained  that  their  frontier  was 

^  in  danger ;  and  the  bifliop  replied,  that;  the  republic  had  no 
right  to  the  fort,  as  her  borders  were  fufiiciently  guarded 
by  other  fortifications.     France  and  Spain  wanted  to  aceom- 
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modate  the  difference,  and  offered  their  mediation ;  but  the 
bifhop  reje6);ed  their  offers,  relying  upon  the  protedion  of 
the  emperor,  who  declared  he  would  Aiffer  no  violence  to 
be  done,  the  prelate,  and  the  approaching  war  between  Eng- 
land and  Hdlandy  which  he  forefaw  would  give  fuficient 
employment  to  th«  flates  general. 

Incbnsed  at  the  interpofition  of  the  emperor,  and  his 
evident  partiality  in,  favour  of  the  bifhop,  the  ftates  pre- 
fented  fpirited  remonilrances  to  the  court  of  Vienna^  and 
Ihewed  the  ncccffity  they  were  under  of  fecuring  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  republic,  keeping  at  a  diftance  fo  enterprifuig  a 
neighbour  as  the  bifliop,  and  depriving  him  of  his  late  ac- 
quifition.    As  this  produced  no  effeS,  they  wrote  to  the 
bifhop,  that  unlefs  he  immediately  withdrew  hist  troops, 
they  would  march  a  body  of  forces  to  inf  efl  Eydeler.    Ths 
firmnefs  of  the  flates  flaggered  the  refolution  of  the  bifhop; 
he  now  difpatched  an  envoy  to  the  Hague^  begun  a  negotia- 
tion,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  prevail  on  the  ftates  to  recal 
the  prince  of  Najfauy  who  was  laying  fiege  to  the  fort. 
However,  the  conferences  were  broke  off",  the  war  renewed^ 
and  the  prince  of  NaJJau  fent  with  an  army  to  lay  fiege  to 
Wilderjkansy  a  flrong  place,  before  which  he  died  of  a  pu- 
trid fever.    We  (hall  have  occafion  to  relate  the  progrefsof 
the  war  in  its  proper  place  ^. 
A.  D*        The  fityation  of  the  republic  was  now  critical.    She  was 
1665.    engaged  in  a£tual  war,  with  a  bold,  refUefs,  ambitious  priefti 
Jhefitua-  prote<fited  by  the  emperor,  and  upon  the  verge  of  a  ruptuie 
tion  of  the  with  England^  the  moft  powerful  maritime  power  in  Europe* 
republic  at  The  king  of  England^  inftigated  by  his  brother  the  duke  of 
the  com-     JTorltf  who  never  forgot  the  ufagc  he  received  at  the  Hagui 
mencement  during  his  exile,  and  was  bcfides  inflamed  with  a  violent  de- 
efthemjar  g^.^  ^f  fignalizing  himfelf  againfl  a  republic  he  mortally 
T^\    "^S"  hated,  had  now  determined  to  keep  no  terms  with  Holland^ 
and  to  terminate  the  differences  of  |the  two  nations  by  the 
fword.     Mutual  animofity  rather  than  intereft    aftuated 
both   parties.     Battles  fought  on  land  generally  brought 
fome  advantage,  and  acqaifition  of  territory  to  tne  viStoxi 
but  the  naval  engagements  which  now  coft  fuch  feas  of 
blood,  produced  nothing  but  glory,  and  terminated  wholly 
in  twining  laurels  round  the  temples  of  a  few  general  offi- 
cers.    Every  fuperiority  gained,  was  dearly  purchaf^d ;  and 
it  anfwered  no  other  purpofe,  befides  the  deftrudiion  of  « 
greater  number  of  the  human  fpecies,  the  finking,  burningi 
and  blowing  up  of  veffels,  which  had  been  built  at  the  cx^ 

k  Id.  ibid. 

pence 


^?ence  of  opprciEve  taxes  upon  Ac  fubjcfts.  The  coinmerci*^ 

even  of  the  conqueror^  muft  fuffer  irreparably,  where  the 

powers  at  war  are  upon  a  nearly  equal  Asoting  in  ftrength  ; 

and  it  may  be  quefiioiied,  whether  the  worft  peace  between 

trading  nations,  be  not  preferable  to  the  moft  fuccefsful  war. 

The  ftates  were  feniib)e  of  this  truth,  perhaps  too  late  ^  and 

lafter  the  cnutual  hoftilities  committed,  had  fired  both  natK 

^ns  to  a  degree  of  refentment,  not  to  be  appeafed,  but  by 

repeated  trials  of  fkill  and  fortune.    The  prodigality  of  the 

Icing  of  J?;z^/(7»^ likewife  urged  him  upon  this  expedient; 

from  the  fupplies  which  might  neceflfarily  be  granted  for  the 

profecution  of  the  war,  hefbrefaw  heihould  be  able  to 

with-hold  confiderable  fums  for  the  fupport  of  his  pleafures. 

'Bdides,  thatprmce  had  a  tafte  for  fhip- building,  and  a  paf- 

*fion  for  equipping  fuch  an  armament  as  (hould  ^ve  law  to 

''aH  the  maritime  powers  oi  Eurcpe. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  obftaclcp,  the  ftates  folicited 
the  mediation  ofFrOnce^  by  means  of  Van  Buintngen^  whofe. 
vivacity,  genhis  and  oratory,  began  now  to  give  him  dif- 
tinfiion,  and  raife  his  reputation  high  in  the  efteem  of 
Lewis,  The  French  king  feemefd  to  yield  to  the  intreaties 
of  the  Dutchman^  at  the  very  time  it  was  fufpe£ted  he  was 
Supplying  his  brother  the  king  ot  England  with  money  to  w 

maintain  the  war  which  now  appeared  inevitable.  Another 
circumftance  likewife  contributed  to  render  the  fituation  of 
the  republic,  with  refpeft  to  France^  very  dubious.  Several 
French  (hips,  under  Various  pretences,  had  been  detained  In 
the  ports  of  Holland ;  particularly  five  large  \tSe\s  bought 
up  for  the  fervice  of  the  Eaji  India  company.  Thefe  the 
Dutch  fitted  out  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  company  5  th^ 
were  reclaimed  by  d'EJlrade^  in  divers  fruitlefs  memorials  * ; 
but  the  ftates  alledged,  that  the  embargo  which  the  ap- 
proaching war  with  England  rendered  neceffary,  ought  to 
extend  to  the  (hipping  of  all  foreigners.  Nothing  can  be 
more  ambiguous  than  this  conduft:  the,Dutch  were  folicit- 
ing  the  friendfliip  of /r^r^  publickly  by  their  ambaflador, 
they  were  imploring  his  mediation  between  them  and  the 
king  of  England f  and  yet  they  were  privately  taking  fuch 
meafure's,  as  they  ought  to  k^ow  muft  have  confirmed  France 
in  the  intereft  of  their  enemies.  Such  unfteadinefs  can 
only  be  accounted  for,  by  the  little  harmony  that  fubfifted 
among  the  dilFerent  departments  of  the  republic,  and  the 
fafkions  fupported  by  de  fFit  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  friends 
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of  the  houfe  of  Orangi  on  the  other.  That  miniHer  wad 
fixed  in  the  intereft  of  Ltwisj  while  the  oppofue  party  war 
vered  between  their  refped  for  England,  and  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  upon  fair  terms  with  France,  at  the  fame  time  thai 
they  fecretly  obftru<Sed  the  defigns  and  proje£ts  of  the  pen- 
fioner.  This  explains  the  detention  of  the  (hipping ,,  a 
meafure  merely  calculated  to  traverfe^  fFit*s  fchemes.  The 
nation  in  general  had  no  opinion  of  the  fincerity  off  ranee ) 
they  complained,  that  Ltwis  only  watched  an  opportunity 
»  of  frfzing  upon  the  Netherlands,  and  to  gratify  his  indigna- 
tion, and  ftop  the  cravings  ofhis  ambition,  they  joined  ifibe 
with  de  fVtt  about  reftoring  the  (hipping;  which  they  did  iH 
terms  the  moft  honourable  and  fubmiffive."^ 

Nor  was  this  the  only  diiFerence  between  the  king  and 
the  republic.     The  difpute  about  the  (hippirig  was   no  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  negotiations  of  Buiningen,  who  kept  his  ma^ 
jefty  fteady  in  the  overtures  to  England,  of  his  mediation. 
However,  the  ambaflador,  by  exprefs  order  of  the  ftates, 
had  given  fuch  a  turn  to  affairs'  as  highly  difpleafed  Letxiu. 
Digeren-    While  they  pretended  to  relax  in  numberlefs  points,  they 
ces  <with    clofely  adhered  in  fa£t,  to  their  old  terms,  which  obliged 
the  court    the  king  to  complain  ii)  the  moft  lively  manner,  that  they 
^Prance*  trifled  with  him,  by  offering  to  England  conditions  which 
.  that  court  had  frequently  before  rejected  ',  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  affairs,  he  could  not  afford  the  \ta&  hope  of 
accommodation,   and '  that,   if  fome   pfopofals    were    not 
made  relative  to  the  future  iettlement  of  trade,  he  IhouU 
have  reafon  to  fufpe£t  their  defigns  were  to  engrofs  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  world.     This  did  not  move  the 
refolution  of  the  ftatcs  j    they  knew  it  was  Lewises  -intereft 
to  fupi>ort  the  Lonvefiein  fa£iion  againft  the  prince  of  Or^w^/, 
who  naturally  claimed  the  prote^ioil  of  bis  uncle  the  king 
of  England',  and  in  fa^,  notwithftanding  the  firmnefs  of  the 
flateis,  and  the  many  caufes  of  difpleafure  they  had  given, 
Lewis,  ftrongly  inclined  in  favoui^  of  the  penfioner,  and  par- 
ticularly refpeilcd  the  creature  of  that  minifter,  f^an  Buinin- 
gen.    Yet  he  was  appfehenfiye  of  declaring  againft  Charles, 
left  he  (hould  throw  himfelf  mto  the  arms  o(  Spain,  whither 
that  prince  had  now  difpatched  an  ambaffador.     To  gain 
time,  this  politic  monarch  fent  the  dukey^  Femeuil,  at  the 
head  of  a  fplendid  ambafly  to  London,  with  further  orders  of  | 
mediating  a  pacification  ;    and  the  duke  continued    at  that 
court  for  feveral  months,    though  his  conferences  proved 
fruitlefs.    The^truth  is,  he  found  that  the  republic  had  not 
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prepared  a  fufficieftt  fleet  to  oppofe  the  Eng^fi) ;  he  had  been 
mifinformed  as  to  the  ftrength  of  the  2)utci  naval  arma- 
ment, and  had  ftrongly  recommended  a  defenfive  war,  and 
keeping  clofe  in  their  harbours.     It  was  matter  of  aftonifli- 
^  ment  to  him,  to  find  that  the  ftates  had  adually  in  commi&- 
£on  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  men  of  war,  beiides  traders, 
jachts,  and  firefliips,  manned  with  twenty  thoufand   Tea- 
men.   The  low  condition  of  his  own  marine,  when  com- 
pared with  that  o^  Holland^  made  him  now  regard  the  re-» 
public  with  more  refpe£l.     To  find  that  fuch  an  armament 
ihould  be  equipped  without    any  noife,    or  extraordinary  i 

means,  could  not  fail  to  infpire  him  with  fublime  notions  of 
her  formidable  naval  power,  and  the  vaft  extent  of  her 

While  the  French  king  was  thus  ballanclng  between 
England  and   H^lkmdy  the  duke  of  York  fet   fail  in   tHe 
month  of  May^  and  cruifed  for  fifteen  days  before  the  Texely 
during  which  time  he  took  a  great  nuthber  of  the  enemy's 
Ihips,  homeward  bound,  before  the  DiUch  fleet  had  aflem- 
blcdr     On  the  duke's  return  to  Harwich^  the  fleets  of  HoU 
land  and   Zealand  joined  ;   but  they  were  difperfed  by  a 
ftorm,  and  feveral  i^ips  forced  into  the  Englijh  ports.    Again 
they  rendezvoufed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Meufe^  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fail,  exclufive  of  fire*(btp$, 
ketches,  &c.  under  the  command  of  admirals  Opdam^  Everts 
zen,  Cartemaar,  and  Fan  Tromp,  fon  to  the  celebrated  Tromp^    • 
'  who  had  loft  his  life  in  the  laft  war.     The  utmoft  refolu- 
tion  and  fpirit  appeared  in  all  the  oflScers  &nrd  feamen,  all 
emulous  of  the  opportunity  offignalizing  themfelves,  and  of 
recovering  the  loft  honour  of  the  republic ;  for  fuch  they 
deemed  the  bumble  fupplications  made  to  the  ufurper  Crom- 
tveL     The  penfioner  himfelf  went  on  board  the  fleet  to 
acquaint  the  ofiicers  with  promifes  of  rewards,  and  he  ac- 
companied it  in  a  yacht  for  two  leagues  to  fea,  where  he 
delivered  the  order  of  the  ftates  to  figbt  the  Englijh  at  all  < 

hazards.  Opdam^  in  compliance  with  his  inftrudtions,  pro* 
ceeded  in  queft  of  the  enemy ;  bur  the  wind  blowing  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  the  Englijh  the  weather-gage,  he 
choie  rather  to  deviate  from  the  orders  of  the  ftates,  and 
bear  away  for  the  l^eufe^  thait  rifk  a  defeat  by  fighting 
under  a  difadvantage.  '  His  condud  incenfed  the  penfioner, 
who/e  intereft  now  predominated  in  the  republic.  De  H'^tt 
had  refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  knowing  that  even 
fl  defeat  would  induce  France  to  declare  for  the  ftates  \  he 
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dierdfore  obtained  an  order,  requiring  Opdam^  under  pam 
of  death,  to  feek  out  the  enemy  and  give  battle.    The 
admiral  was  piqued  at  inftrudioiis  that  ftrongly  refleded  on 
his  courage.    He  perceived  the  orders  had  been  dilated  by 
de  Wttj  who  had  become  fais^  enemy  on  account  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  houfe  K^Orangey  and  reiblved  to  take  a 
glorious  revenge,  by  faithfully  difcharging  his  duty,  and  de- 
monftrating  the  injuftice  of  the  afperfion,  and  the  preju- 
dices of  the  penfioner-    With  this  view  he  weighed  anchor 
on  the  third  day  of  Jprily  and  in  a  few  hours  fell  in  with  the 
TlfeDntch  EngUJh  fleet,  of  equal  force,  and  under  the  condufb  of  the 
JUet  is  die-  duke  oiTorkj  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  fir  George  Jlfcoughy  and 
feated  hy  the  admirals  Pen  and  Lawfon^  who  bad  fo  eminently  dif- 
/^^Eng-    tinguifhed  themfelves  under  the  proteftorate.     The  fleeu 
^'  met  between  Yarmouth  and  Harwich  \  the  engagement  be- 

gan at  four  in  the  mornii^,  and  both  fides  maintained  it 
with  their  ufual  intrepidity,  condud,  and  animofity.  C^dam 
IS  blamed  for  fuffisrrng  the  Englijh  to  gain  the  weather- 
gage,  but  unjuflly  ;  circumflances  would  i>ot  fufFer  it  fliould 
.  be  otherwife,  and  yet  he  was  under  the  neccffity  of  fight- 
,  ing.    He  called  a  council  of  war,  laid   his  own  opinion 

before  the  officers,  and  Ibewed  them  his  inftrwSlions.  **  We 
^^  muft,  fays  he,  pluck  laurel  or  the  cyprefs  ;  there  is  no 
•*  alternative."  He  would  even  fecm  to  have  fome  fort- 
boding  of  the  unfortunate  event,  for  he  fent  all  the  money 
back  to  iib/Az;;^/ immediately  upon  his  clearing  for  battk. 
Never  was  a  fea-fight  more  confufed  or  terrible  ;  &raice  a 
Ihip  kept  to  its  proper  ftation,  yet  all  were  deeply  engaged. 
Both  admirals  committed  egregious  blunders,  which  they 
endeavoured  to  regain  by  valour.  The  duke  and  Opd^m^ 
by  a  reciprocal  miftake,  fought  ihip  to  ihip  with  the  moft 
defperate  firing.  Three  perfons  of  quality  were  killed  by 
the  fide  of  the  duke  of  Tork^  and  his  cloaths  covered  over 
with  their  blood ;  and  foon  after  admiral  Qpdam^  with  2 
great  number  of  volunteers  of  diftiiuStion,  were  blown  up 
into  the  air,  and  crumbled  into  aihes.  Above  fix  hundred 
men  periflied  by  this  accident,  which  arofe  from  a  fpark  of 
fire  falling  into  the  powder  room.  His  flag  was  hoifted  by 
CariemaeTj  who  was  foon  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  that 
carried  away  his  leg.  Still,  however,  the  battle  raged  wiA 
doubtful  event,  and  it  is  probable  J:he  night  would  have 
feparated  the  combatants,  had  not  feveral  Dutch  captaitf 
withdrawn  themfelves.  They  had  been  promoted,  by  dw 
.  intereft  of  the  prevailing  fadi6n,  as.fpies  on  the  condu£^of 
Opdam^  without  any  regard  to  merit.  Many  were  deficieflt 
in  ability,  and  fome  in  cgurage*    The  enemy,  profited  by 
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tteir  ncgligetice,  and  pufhcd  with  redoubled  vigour  the  Diipi 
Ihatcdntinued  in  the  line.     Ebertzen^  and  tvtnTrompy  de- 
fended themfelves  with  the  utmoft  obftinacy ;  but  the  formct 
was  obliged  to  (hift  his  itag^  ihi  haVe  his  M^  tdwed  away* 
This  circumftancc,  and  the  dcftruiftion  of  fevferaTof  xhi 
fliips,  either  devoured  by  Ae  flames,  of  fwallowed  up  by 
the  ocean,  firft  introduced  confufionj  which  was  fuccfeeded 
by  an  unufual  defpondency :  in  a  wbrdj  the  Dutch  were  de- 
fcated  with  the  lofs  of  eighteen  fliips,  either  funk,  burnt^ 
or  blown  up  in  the  aftion,  with  near  fix  thoilfand  mariners,    . 
befides  two  of  the  heft  admirals  in  Hottand.    Van  Trompi 
however,  made  an  admirable  retreat,  and  by  hi3  valour^  and 
the  fkill  of  his  difpofition,  prVented  the  enctay  from  pur- 
.  fuing  a  vidory  they  had  purchafed  with  the  lofs  of  the  bravi 
admiral  Lteivfon^  two  thoufand  feamen,  and  feven  capital 
fhips.  *» 

Admiral  Evertten  was  the  firft  who  brought  the  report  of 
thiaf  defeat  to  the  Brilhy  where  the  people  were  fo  exafpe- 
rated  as  to  attempt  his  life>  thttUgh  they  had  every  realoit 
to  approve  his  condu£k.    It  was  with  the  utmoft  difScuIty 
he  could  pafs  under  cover  of  the  night  to  the  Hdgue^  to 
lay  the  fituation  of  afiairs  before  the  ftates  t  his  narrative^ 
overwhelmed  them  with  confternation.     The   Orange  parr 
ty  demanded  an  immediate  peace  with  England^   and  thd 
elevation  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  ftadtholderfliip. 
M.  de  Wit  was  greatly  difappointed  in  his  fanguine  hope^ 
of  victory.     However,  he  fupported   his  opinions  with  2I 
refolution,  that  (hewed  he  was  prepared,  for  the  worft  that 
<;ouId  happen.    He  did  not,  neverthelefs,  openly  oppofd 
the  fadion  ;  but  he  anfwered  their  demands,  by  aiEtmingi 
that  now  was  the  time  to  expert  the  open  declaration  of  tM 
French  king.     He  procured  an   Immediate  order  for  VaH 
Tromp  to  keep  the  fea,  with  the  remains  of  the  fleet,  in 
order  to  diminifh  the  glory  of  the  conquerors,  fuftain  the 
reputation  of  the  republic,  and  perfuade  the  people  that  the 
defeat  was  lefs  decifive  than  the  enemies  of  the  government 
had    reported.     Three  deputies  were  accordingly  fertt  td 
Tramp  ;  but  he  refufed  to  run  further  hazards  with  Officers, 
in  whofe  (kill,  courage,  or  fidelity,  he  could  have  no  de^ 
pendance.     Upon  this  feveral  captains  wete  tried  for  cow- 
ardice and  negleft  of  duty ;  three  were  fhot,  fotir  h^d  their 
fwords  ignominioufly  broken  over  their  heads  by  the  com- 
mon hangman,  two  were  fuperfeded  and  declared  iticapdbld 

^  Id.  ibidi  Smollbt,  HIS.  Eog.  book  vii.  c.  i; 
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of  fervice,  and  the  chief  pilot  was  fentenced  to  walk  under 
a  gibbet  with  a  rope  about  bis  neck,  after  which  he  was 
baniflied. 

'  By  thefe  rigid  and  juft  punifhments  the  ftates  gratified 
the  officers  of  merit,  anfwered  the  public  expedation,  and 
infpired  the  feamen  with  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  a  dread  of 
the  confequences  of  negleA,  and  with  refpe£l  for  the  officers 
promoted  in  the  room  of  the  delinquents.  Th^  utmoft 
expedition  was  ufed  in  repairing  the  fleet,  as  it  was  known 
that  the  enemy  lay  in  wait  for  de  Ruyter^  daily  expeSed 
from  the  coaft  of  Afticay  with  his  greatly  inferior  (quadron. 
The  armament  was  manned  with  little  difficulty,  hut  it  waa 
no  eafy  matter  ^  to  fix  upon  an  admiral  every  way  unex- 
ceptionable.  Van  Tromp  had  (kill,  courage,  and  popularity; 
he  was  exceedingly  beloved  by  the  feamen,  but  he  had  dif« 
obeyed  the  deputies  fent  with  orders  from  the  ftates.  He 
was  befides  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Orange^  wl}ich  by  ren- 
dering htm  fufpedled  by  the  penfipner,  proved  a  great  ob- 
ftacle  to  his  elevation,  it  was  not,  however,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  only  that  d^  JVit  fubjedted  his  private  refentments  to 
the  public  good  \  he  had  often  raifed  merit  without  refpefi 
to  party,  though  where  an  equality  appeared  in  candi- 
dates of  oppofite  principles,  he  gave  the  preference  to  the 
friend  of  his  own  fa&ion.  Van  Tromp  was  now  without  a  ; 
rival  in  talents,  and  he  was  fet  at  the  head  of  the  navy  untO 
the  arrival  of  ^  Ruyter^  an  old  officer,  of  at  leaft  equal  me- 
rit, equally  beloved  by  the  nation,  and  particularly  efteemed 
by  the  penfioiier.  In  this  poft  he  had  not  continued  long, 
when  Ruyier  arrived,  after  having  happily  efcaped  under 
cover  of  a  thick  fog.  He  was  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  port 
of  Delfzilf  in  Grontngen^  than  the  failors  mutinied,  infiiting 
upon  being  fet  on  (hore  and  difbanded,  before  any  orders  came 
from  the  ftates.  They  were  difgufted  with  the  toilfome, 
tedious  and  fickly  voyage  ;  they  dreaded  being  immediately 
again  fent  to  encounter  with  fatigue  and  danger,  and  tbev 
pretended  they  were  told  that  the  Englijh  had  ufed  their 
prifoners,  after  their  late  defeat,  with  great  barbarity.  At 
length  the  confidence,  which  the  admiral  repofed  in  their 
honour,  the  leave  he  gave  them  to  vifit  their  friends  upoa 
their  promife  to  return  on  the  firft  notice,  fecured  them  in 
his  intereft  fo  ftrongly,  that  not  an  individual  deferted. 

The  fafe  arrival  of  ^  iZity/^'s  fquadron  difFufed  the  ut- 
moft fatisfaSion  andTpirits  ;  it  was  particularly  agreeable  to 
the  penfioncr,  whofe  intention  was  to  give  him  the  chief 
command  of  the  armament  now  equipping,  and  to  raife  him 

to 
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Id  ftc  tank  of  lieutenant  admiral  general.    The  councJl  of 
ftate  made  the  propofal  to  the  ftates  ofHollandy  who  imme- 
diately accepted  it,  ordering  de  Ruyier  to  take  the  oaths,  re- 
ecive  his  commiffion,   and  enter  apon  his  employment. 
Trmtp  complained  of  the  preference  given  to  his  rival,  ^and 
rcfofed  to  ferve  in  a  fabordinate  capacity ;  but  the  ftates  fent 
Orders  for  the  fleet  to  fail  immediately  to  fea,  for  Tromp  to 
keep  the  ftation  appointed  him,  and  denounced  vengeance 
againft  the  Icaft  oppofition  to  th'^ir  will,  being  determined 
to  purfoe  the  general  good,  without  regarding  the  humours 
of  party,  and  of  difappointed  ambition.     So  impatfent  was 
de  M'lt  for  the  dej)arturc  of  the  fleet,  that  to  accelerate  mat-* 
ters  he  accompanied  the  other  depruties  on  board,  though  he 
expofed  thereby  his  fortune  and  charader  to  the  cenfure  rf 
his  enemies,  who  did  not  fail  to  make  a  handle  of  his  de-^  . 
fertion  of  his  proper  buiinefs  On  fo  critical  aii  occafion. 
The  Frjnch  king  was  alarmed  at  fo  unprecedented  a  mea- 
furej  and  his  own  party  imagining  he  intended  ferving  in 
the  expedition,  being  left  without  a  head,  funk  into  defpon- 
dency.     His  friends  applied  to  him^  and  M.  de  Tf^tfs  an- 
fwer  plainly  indicated  what  were  his  refolutions.     He  re- 
folved  to  hazard  his  life,  and  replied,  •*  My  perfon  and  my 
•*  intereft  are  infeparable  from  the  prefcrvation  of  the  flate ; 
•'  a  fecond  naval  engagement  will  determine  the  fate  of 
**  my  country.  ,  Tromp  has  abilhy  and  courage  5  but  he 
*•  may  be  wanting  in  obedience  to  the  orders  oi  his  fupe- 
**  rior,  and  in  experience  to  condud  an  important  afliom 
•*  The  impetuofity  an  J  ardor  of  the  officers  may  blind  their 
**  judgment  and  ocafion  the  lofs  of  the  faireft  opportuni- 
*^  ties,  andthofe  rivalfhips  may  generate  divifions  ;  I  there- 
•*  fore  think  my  honour,  my  confcience,  and   my  duty  to  * 

«*^  my  country,  require  that  I  fliould  prevent  the  fatal  confc- 
•*  quences  either  of  too  much  pride,  or  too  much  valour.'* 

DE  fjyiT'a  inflexibility  raifed  a  univerfal  clamour; 
he  was  accufed  of  having  brought  the  republic  into  the 
moft  imminent  danger,  and  then  deferting  the  helm,  at 
the  moment  his  fteadin^fs  and  ability  were  moft  required.  ' 
At  Paris  it  was  believed,  that  he  took  this  ftep  to  avoid 
tte  perfecutioh  of  his  enemies.  The  clergy  in  Holland,  - 
alvirays  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Orange^  declaimed  violently 
from  the  pulpit  againft  the  adminiftration,  and  the  ftates 
w'cre  under  the  neceflity  of  prohibiting  them  to  meddle 
^ith  public  affairs:  however  they  ftill  pcrfifted,  and  fome 
^  them  were  fufpended  by  authority.  As  an  addition  to 
the  calamities  of  the  ftate,  a  mutiny  broke  out  among  the 
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£ulors,  which  could  only  be  appeaCbd  by  violent  remedieip 
and  the  execution  of  the  ringleaders.     Afterwards  the  fleet 
was  detained  by  adverfe  winds,  (hallow  water,  and  other 
accidents,  while  the  king  of  England  was  meditating  a 
projed,  the  fuccefs  of  which  muft  deeply  afFed  the  com- 
merce of  Holland^  and  firilce  at  the  being  of  t)ie  republic, 
A  vail  fleet  of  Eajl  India  and  Turkey  merchantmen,  having 
jfailed  north-about  to  avoid  the  Englijh  cruizers,  put   into 
Bergen  in  Norway^  where  they  propofcd   laying  until  de 
Ruyter  (hould  ccndu£l  them  to  Holland.     It  was  propofed 
to  the  king  of  Denmark^  by  the  Englifi  envoy  at  Copenha- 
gen  J  that  he  fliould  feize  upon  that  rich  fleet,  by  way  of 
indemnification  of  his  loflies  in  the  Swedijh  war,  in  which 
the  Dutch  had  involved  him.     The  Northern  monarch  could 
not  withftand   the  powerful  temptation ;  but  he  told  the 
envoy,  that  though  he  thought  the  meafure   highly  pru* 
dent  and  convenient,  he  was  in   no  condition  to  execute 
fo  important  an  enterprife.    This  was  diredlly  his  language 
to  the  Dutch  fome  years  before,  when  they  advifed  the 
feizure  of  the  Englijh  merchantmen  put  into  Copenhagen^ 
to  avoid  their  fquadrons.     It  was   giving  the  envoy  an  op- 
portunity of  making  offers  of  the  king  of  England's  affift- 
ance,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  embrace ;  upon  this  the  bar- 
gain was  concluded,  on  condition  that   the  prize  ihould 
be  equally  divided.     Z/ord  Sandwich  hzi  orders  to  fail  im- 
mediately to  Norway  to  execute  the  proje£t ;  but  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  difpatching  part  of  the  fleet,  under  an 
inferior  oiEcer,  who  attacked  the  Dutch  with  great  impetu- 
ofity.     As  the  governor  of  Bergen  had  not  yet  received 
orders  to  join  the  Englijby  or  even    remain   paiSve,   he 
thought  himfelf  bound  by  the  laws  of  nations,  to  proted 
a  fleet,  that  had  taken  {belter  in  a  neutral  port ;  accord- 
ingly he  joined  thcf  Hollanders^  and  gave  fo  warm  a  recep- 
tion to  the  Englifl)  admiral,  as  forced  him,  with  conit<^e- 
rable  damage,  to  abandon  the  enterprife  ;  both  kings  reap- 
ing only  the  difhonour  of  fo  bafe  a  compact. 

ScARCB  had  the  count  d'AUfeldt  delivered  the  DuUb 
merchants'  from  the  hands  of  the  Englijh^  when  be  put 
them  in  equal  danger,  by  the  demand  of  a  large  fum  of 
money,  by  way  of  indemnification  of  the  damage  his  Da^ 
n'Jh  majefty  fuftained  upon  their  account.  This  unjuft 
cjaim,  he  was  preparing  to  enforce  by  violent  meafuresy 
V  hen,  fortunately,  de  Ruyter  arrived,  and  took  them  under 
his  protcaioni   upon  which  the  whole  fleet  fet  fail  for 
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Holland,  In  the  voyage  they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  difperfed,  ilhaitered,  and  fomc  of  the  fhips  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh^  the  remainder  arriving  in 
a  wretched  plight,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  Provin-^ 
as.  The  utmoft  expedition  was  ufed,  in  coileiling  and 
repairing  the  ihips,  fo  thit  in  a  fhort  time  a  more  power- 
ful fquadron  than  the  former  put  to  fea,  under  the  fame 
commanders,  and  with  much  the  fame  fortune-  A  ftorm 
arofe  more  furious^  than  before,  and  drove  the  admiral 
back  into  port  with  his  fhattered  arnrnment. 

NoTWiHTSTANDiNG  the    elements  feemed   combined 

againft  the  republic,  the  ftates,  encouraged  ky  de  Wit^  rc- 

folved  upon   one  more    effort,  for  fear  the   Englijh^  who 

had  fuffered  in  the  fame  tempeft,  ftiould  have  time  to  refit, 

or  before  they  could  be  enriched  by  captures,  and  the  fpoils 

of  the  Dutch  commerce.     The  vigilance  and  aftivity  of 

r  the  penfioner  met  with  the  thanks  of  the  ftates;   he  was 

the  aduating  fpring  of  every  motion,  and  laboured  now 

nirith  the  utmoft  diligence    to  ftrike  fomc  decifive  blow, 

which  might  at  the  fame  time  filence  the  clamours  of  his 

enemies,  and  oblige  the  enemy  to  liften  to  reafonable  terms 

of  accommodation.    It  muft,  however,   be  confefled,  that 

the  terrible  plague  which  was  at  this  time  defolating  the    ' 

C2ipm\  o^  Great  Britatrij  contributed  more  to  the  fecurity 

of  Holland,  than  all  the  endeavours  of  the  ftates  and  M.  di 

Wit.     This  dreadful  calamity,  together  with  the  natural 

indolence  of  the  king's  difpofition,  damped  the  fpirit  of  the 

Englijh^  enfeebled  every  refolution,  and  infufed  a  languor 

into  the  councils  of  that  nation. 

While  the  third  expedition  was  preparing,  the  ftatet 
general  propofed  revoking  the  commiffion  granted  to  the 
deputies  de  Wit^  Huygen^  and  Boreel^  to  attend  the  arma-  . 
ment,  which  they  believed  difpirited  the  officers,  and  ren- 
dered men  who  had  not  ftudied  the  art  of  war,  the  chief 
direftors  of  military  operations.     This   was   oppofed  by 
the  ftates  of  Holland^  who  not  only  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  ftates  general,  but  confirmed  and  enlarged  the  former 
powers  of  the  deputies :  however,  as  the  winter  was  far 
advanced,    the  penfioner  refigned  his  naval  employment. 
Ruyter  was  recompenfed  for  his  fervices,  with   a  prefent 
Irom  the  admiralty  of  AmJlerdaM^   and  invited   to   fit   as 
prefident  of  that  college^  until  the  feafon  permitted  his  put- 
ting to  fea. 

All  this  time  the  king  of  Frame  kept  aloof.     He  ap- 
prehended,  left  di  JVii^  party  ftiould,  in  his  abfence,  be 
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.  forced  to  fink  lulder  the  weight  and  popularity  of  the  c^ 
pofite  fadion,  now  greatly  ftrengtbened  by  the  penfianer's 
quitting  his  civil  employment,  to  z£t  in  a  milkary  capa- 
city.    Van  Buimngen  plied  his^  maj^slty  clofely,  and  endea- 
voured by  every  artifice  to  draw  ]^ranfe  into  the  quarrdj 
but  could  obtain  only  general  aiTurances,  until  the  arrival 
•   of  M.  ds  Vaal  from  Bergen^  when  he  ordered   bis  ambaf* 
fador  to  declare  to  the  ftate$,  that  he  was  determined  to 
keep  up  to  the  conditions  of  the  promifed  guarantee.     To 
give  this  declaration  the  ftronger  air  of  fincerij^y,  the  anir 
j>a(&dor  prefented  to  the  ftates  a  memorial  drawn  up  by 
his  court,  refpe&ing  the  operations  of  war,  fhould  it  be 
found  ncceffary  to  come  to  an  abfolute  rupture  with  Sng- 
fand.     Here  it  was^  examined  whether  the  war  ought  to  be 
pu&ed  with  vigour,  and  determined  by  general  battles,  or 
fpun  out,  in  order  to  tire  the  Englijh  nation,  and  roufe 
the  clamours  of  the  people  againft  the  goVecnment.     Lemis 
hoped,  be  fald,  to  become  matter  in  the  Metlit^rranemi 
with  z  fleet  of  t\velve  French  men  of  war,  joined  by  an 
equal  number  of  the  ihips  of  the  republic.     Jie  pcopofed 
blocking  up  *T angler ^  now  annealed  to   the  crown  of  Ef^ 
^land^  by  the  king's  marri^e  with  the  infanta  of  Portugal^ 
i^nA  thereby  to  difturb  and  annoy  the  Britijh  trade  ta  the 
LevanU    As  to  the  grand  fleets,  Lfwis  propofed  maintain- 
ing a  fquadron  of  thirty  two  capital  mep  of  war,  to  a5 
in  conjunfiion   with  the  Z)«/rA  fleet,  which  he  cxpeaed 
^ould   at  leafl:  be  as  numerous  as  it  was  before  he  entered 
Into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  republic.     A  variety  of 
fchemes  were  likewife  propofed  for  diftreiEng  the  common 
pi^emy,  though   in  fa<a  Lewis  had  not  yet  finally  xelblved 
%o  break  with  England^  and  was  aftually  mediating  a   p^^- 
pification,  by  which  he  hoped  to  obtain  greater   advaar 
Jagcs,  than  if  he  came  to  extremities,  and  fbr<;ed  Oboriis 
|nto  a  union  with  Spain, 

In  this  fluAuating  fituation  was  Prance^  upon,  therotura 
pf  M.  de  IViu  and  hi&  refuming  the  C)n[ipl<>yment  of  p«i. 
fioner.  It  foon  appeared  what  the  prefencc  of  onei  great 
man  can  efFe£]t  in  a  ftate,  whofo  counciU  are  languid  and 
diftraded,  by  oppofite  opinions  and  interefts.  The  penr 
fioner  no  fooner  Arrived  at  the  Uaguey  than  the  fecc  of  zt- 
fairs  were  changed,  and  frelh  vigour  and  j^irit  re-anima- 
$e4  eyery  department  of  the  republic.  The  murmurs  <^ 
party  were  filenced,  and  all  joined  \n  admiring  the  a6U- 
yity,  the  wifdom,  the  policy,  and  the  fegacity  ef  the 
ppgoner^  who  now  yyas  deiemed  the  life  and  iSaul  of  the 
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fbkiess    The  enemies  of  the  republic  were  multiplying,  but 
her  refources  and  ilrength  Teemed  like  wife  augmented,  by 
the'  ardour  infplred  by  de  tfit^  who  made  fure  that  his 
return   would    engage  France  openly    to   declare    againft 
Great  Britain*     Van  Galen^  bifhop  of  Munjiir^^  excited  by 
ambition,   and   engaged  by   a   confiderable    fubfidy   from  War  tvith 
Charles  the  Second,  determined  to.purfuing  his  inflexible /i'^ ^^^^o^ 
animofity  to  the  ftates.     This  prelate  perceived  that  th6  e^  Mun- 
whole  attention  of  the  provinces  was  employed  in  equip*  ^^f* 
ping  a  powerful  nayal  armament,  and  that  they  had  neg*- 
ledled  repairing  and  garrifoning  their  firong  holds,  in  order 
the  more  readily  to  man,  and  fit  out  their  fquadrons.     In 
Guelder  land  and  Overyjfel  the  fortifications  were  total  iy  neg- 
le<^ed,  and   all  coniideration  ioi  (o  petty>  though  impla«- 
cable  an  enemy,  as  the  bifhop  of  Munjl&r^  abibrbed  in  the 
more  important  objed):  of  a  vigorous  defence  againft  the  pow- 
erful monarchy  of  Great  Britain.  Van  Galen  refolved  either  to 
profit  by  this  conjuniSfcure,  or  to  lofe  his  li/e  in  the  attempt* 
With  this  view  he  made  an  irruption  into  the  province  of 
Overyjfel^  at  the  head  of  eight  thoufand  men,  feizing  up- 
on Almelo  and   other  places,    before   any   meafures   were 
concerted  to   ftop  his-  progrefs.     Berkelo  alone  made  any 
refiilance.     Here  the  commanding  officer^  after  a  vigorous, 
defence^   capitulated  upon  honourable  conditions,    whick 
■were  little  regarded  by  the  biftiop,  who,  as  foon  as  he  had      , 
it   in  his   power,    fiaughtered  in   cold  blood    the  foldiers. 
and  burghers,  without  difl:in£tion*      Terror  difFu fed  itfelf 
.  through  all   the  provinces,  and  the  ftates  of  Ha/land,  ^md  . 

the  penfioner,  laboured  diligently  to  apply  remedies  to  a 
diforder,  ohferved  when  too  late.  New  levies  ^ere  mad% 
a  treaty  firuck  up  with  the  duke  c^i  Lunenhurgh^  and  in- 
flru£lions  fent  to  Van  Buirtingeny  to  demand  of  the  French 
king,  the  6000  auxiliaries  ftipulated  by  treaty  p. 

Every  day  the  bifliop  was  increafmg  Ms  ftrength,  aad 
acquiring  frem  vigour  by-  his  fucceffes,  Ngt  fatisfied  with 
ravaging.  Overyjj^l^  he  meditated  an  enterprife  againft  tha 
city  of  Graningen^,  the  capital  of  a  province  of  that  name. 
liCaving  a  part  of.  his  army,  to  refift  the  forces  raifing  by 
the  dukes  of  Lunenburgh^  Zell^  zv^A  the  biihop  of  Qfimbrngy 
be  marched  into  the  heart  of  Groningen,  with  intention 
firft  of  furprifing  Del/zil  in  which  the  Englijh  ptom'iki 
to  aflift  him ;  hut  a  party  of  his  troops  being  repulfed 
with  lo{$^  by  a  fmall  corps  formed  out  of  the  neighbour 

t  Ba&nagb»  p.  675, 

G  g  4  U^ 


4S^  Tie  Hiftwry  of  /A^  United  Provinces, 

Ing  garrifons,  defeated  his  deiign.  '  However  he  proceeded| 
nStt  ravaging  the  territory  of  DrenU  to  lay  fiege  to  Qro^ 
mngen^  into  which  the  princefs  of  Frifeland  threw  herfclf 
and  family,  to  aniipate  the  garrifon  by  her  prefence  ;  a  re-^' 
folution  worthy  of  the  daughter  of  prince  Fudertc  Henry  of 
Orangi.  She  had  fold  her  plate  aiid  jewels,  to  raife  a  fuf- 
ficient  body  of  men  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  and  took 
iiich  vigorous  meafures,  as  retarded  the  operations  of  the 
(enemy,  and  gave  time  for  the  Dutch  forces,  and  the  FrenA 
auxiliaries,  to  com,e  to  her  relief.  In  *a  word,  her  attach- 
ment to  her  country  prevailed  over  maternal  duty  and  af- 
fe^on,  and'fhe  was  the  inftrument  of  the  fafety  of  (?r^- 
ningsn^  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  commands  of  the  princefis 
of  Orange^  who  wiihed  tq  fee  (he  bifhop  fuccefsful,  tha$ 
the  adminiftration  of  the  penfioner  might  become  more 
odious.  On  the  approach  Qf  the  allied  army,  the  bi(hop 
was  forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  retire  into  winter-quartets, 
and  defer  his  operations  to  the  enfuing  campaign. 

LEWISES  firft  ftep  towards,  a  declaration  in  favour 
of  Holland^  was  the  body  of  auxiliaries  he  had  fent  to 
A-  ^'  check  the  afpiring  views  of  the  bifliop  of  Munjier,  He 
now  went  farther,  recalling  his  ambafladors  from  England^, 
and  taking  every  meafure  that  portended  an  entire  rup- 
ture with  that  nation.  The  fufpenfe  he  was  under  which 
fa£tion  might  prevail,  and  his  high  opinion  of  the  vvealth, 
and  confequently  the  power,  of  the  republic,  occafioned 
his  fo  long  deferring  his  declaration.  He  feared  driving 
king  Charles  into  ah  union  with  Spain  ;  but  he  no\y  was 
paore  apprehenfive  of  the  ruin  of  the  republic,  fince  the 
leal  ftate  of  affairs  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  the  count 
fTMfiradesj  who  demonftrated,  that  the  llrength  of  a  com- 
mercial people  was  not  always  to  be  eftimated  by  their 
wealth,  as  the  king  had  always  before  imagined.  It  was 
immediately  uppn  this,  that  he  recalled  his  ambaflfador  front 
ftondon,  and  in  the  month  of  January  declared  v^ar  againft 
England^  though  he  never  entered  heartily  into  the  quar- 
]«1,  or  fupported  hi^  allies  with  the  expend  vigour  and 
ipiri^.  The  ftates  found  means  likev^ife  to  engage  the 
}cing  of  JDenniark  in  their  intereft,  by  virtue  of  ?l  large  fub- 
^  fidy,  in  coniideration  of  which  he  obliged  htmfelf  to 
ynaintajn  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  for  their  fervipe.  The  judi- 
cious diflribution  pf  their  mpney  had  indeed  wrought  a 
thorpugb  change  in  their  favour  5  ^nd  th^  l)i£hpp  of  pMfc/i?- 
j}er^  who  had  lately  been  fo  formidable  an  enemy,  was 
PPW  #yjnp  before  the  powers  railed  againft  him  by  0ie  rer 
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public.  Little  confidence  however  was  placed  in  the  doubt- 
^1  conduft  of  Liwisy  who  feemed  ec^ually  inclinable  to  ftrvc 
Iheftates,  and  avoid  entering  the  lifts  with  CA^r/fj.  Friends 
jand  enemies  in  vain,  looked  but  for  the  French  fleet,  to 
^ive  the  EngUJh  battle,  and  join  the  Di^tcb  fquadron ;  but 
the  admiral  had  the  addrefs  never  to  be  found,  while  his  court 
Was  ftipulating  with  the  ftates  about  the  command  of  an  Ima- 
ginary junction,  and  whether  it  Ihould  belong  to  Beaufort  the 
king's  admiral,  or  to  the  lieutenant  admiral  of  Holland,  The 
mode  of  operations  were  Hkewife  difputed,  and  at  iaft  each 
determined  to  purfue  their  own  particular  views  and  inte-, 
refts,  without  regard  to  the  common  caufe.  It  was  the  de- 
jlign  of  the  Hollanders  to  come  to  a  general  engagement,  to 
which  Lewis  was  averfe,  left  his  own  infant  marine  might  be 
deftroyed,  or  the  Englijh  power  fuftain  fuch  a  blow  as  would 
give  too  great  a  naval  fuperiority  to  the  republic ''. 

When  the  Dutch  fleet  was  ready,  Rvyter  put  to  fea,  in 
three  divifions,  ailifted  by  the  admirals  Evertzen^  Tromp. 
Meppel^  NeSj  and  Vries^  the  whole  fleet  confifting  of  eighty-  ^^^Jt^ 
three  capital  men  of  war,  befides  the  ketcl^es,  tenders,  and    /^^^^gx. 
firefliips.     To  prevent  confufion,  each  of  thefe  fqUadrons  ^g"  . 
was  fubdivided  under  the  condufi  of  an  admiral,  the  fignals  |j^  cwmA 
were  all  agreed  upon,  and  in  this  order  they  proceeded  in  continued 
^ueft  of  the  enemy.     As  to  the  Bnglijh^  they  were  equal  ^^"^  for  four 
number  ;  but  the  duk^  of  2^ri  declined  taking  the  com-  4ays^ 
mand,  becaufe  his  force  would  be  unequal,  fhould  the  French 
fleet  join  itfelf  to  t\^t Hollanders.  The  command  therefore  was 
given  to  prince  Rupert^  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle^  the  fame 
officer  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Monk 
in  the  Iaft  war.     On  advice  that  the  French  fquadron  ap- 
proached, prince  Rupert  failed,  with  twenty-five  (hips,  in 
queft  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort^  whp  was  faid  to  be  cruifing  off 
BelkiJUy  ready  to  enter  the  Channel.   By  this  reparation  the 
advantage  was  greatly  on  the  fide  of  the  Hollanders ;  however 
jllbemarle  bravely  refolved  upon  giving  battle,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  bore  down  upon  Rkyter  on  the  firft  day  of  June^ 
with  the  advantage  of  the  weather-gage.     The  Dutch  ad- 
mirals, no  lefs  eager  to  engage,  flipt  their  cables,  that  they 
might  be  the  more  able  to  clofe  wjth  the  enemy.    Both 
fides  were  determined  to  exert  their  utmoft  valour ;  and, 
indeed,  the  even?  |eft  it  doubtful  which  had  (hewn  the  mo(l 
ikill,  obftinacy,  gr  conduct.    The  battle  began  with  un- 
p^r^le^ed  fury,  aii4  wa$  maintained  with  unexampled  in- 
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trapidity.  Tromp  znAde  Ruyier  "wtit  both  forced  to.ftift 
their  flags,  becaufe  their  (hips^  had  (uflained  fuch  d^nage  at 
rendered  them  unfit  for  fervice.  While  Sir  William  Berkely^ 
an  Englijh  admiral,  failed  with  his  divifion  into  the  midft  of 
the  Dutch  fleet,  where,  aft^r  a  gallant  refiftance,  he  was 
killed,  and  his  fhip  taken  ;  Evertzen  was  engaged  in  perfon 
witl^  Albemarle^  and  after  an  obftinate  engagement  killed, 
juft  as  two  of  his  fliips  blew  up.  SeveraLfhips  were  funk 
and  deftroyed  on  both  fides;  yet  the  battle  raged  with  un- 
remitting fury,  uiitil  night  parted  the  combatants,  leaving 
the  admirals  on.  either  fide  fulhof  admiration  of  each  others 
ability*  intrepidity,  and  obftinate  refiftance. 

Next  day  the  weather  proved  more  moderate,  and  th« 
fight  was  renewed  with  redoubled  violence.  Van  Tromp^  as 
if  the  preceding  engagement  had  only  whetted  his  ardor, 
defperately  crowded  into  the  midft  of  the  Englijh^  attack- 
ing with  the  utmoft  efforts  of  valour,  guided  by  eon- 
du<ft ;  but  his  ftrength  proving  unequal,  he  was  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity,  when  de  Ruyter^  his  mortal  enemy, 
generoufly  came  up  to  his  relief,  rufhed  in  amoijg  the  ene^ 
my,  and  brought  off  his  rival  in  glory  and  intereft,  with  a 
dignity  of  mind  that  cannot  be  fufiiciently  applauded.  By 
this  time  the  Dutch  were  reinforced  with  fixteen  fliips^ 
and  the  Englijh  (battered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  above 
thirty  fail  remained  fit  for  aiiion.  This  determined  the 
duke  oi  Albemarle^  who,  though  in  the  vale  , of  life,  had 
fought  with  the  fire  and  ardor  of  a  youthful*  warrior,  to 
make  the  beft  of  his  way  for  England^  and  leave  the  glory 
of  victory  to  the  Dutchj  after  he  had  (hewn  them  how  de-. 
ferving  their  enemies  were  of  the  empire  of  the  ocean.  He 
drew  off  his  fleet  in  the  beft  order  poflibk,  and  was  clofely 
purfued  by  de  Ruyter,  when  a  calm  enfued  that  prevented  thq 
Hollanders  from  beginning  a  frelh  attack. 

Not  air  the  horrors  of  the  battle,  which  was  defperatc 
beyond  defciiption,  could  difcourage  the  Dutch  \  they  de- 
termined to  purfue  the  advantage  obtained  by  their  fupe- 
riority,  while  the  duke  of  Albemarle^  caWmg  3.  council  of 
Hag-officers,  was,  by  their  advice,  difpofing  his  fleet  in  a 
rear-line  of  battle,  to  make  a  fighting  retreat.  A  breeze 
fpringing  up  about  four  next  morning,  Rujter  boie  down  a 
third  time,  and  begun  theadion,  when  the  duke  difcovercd 
.  prince  Rupert  and  his  fquadron  to  the  fouthward,  making 
all  the  fail  in  his  power  to  come  in  for  a  (hare  in  the  adUon. 
Inimediately  he  hauled  upon  a  wind  to  join  this  feafbnable 
reinforcement,  and  baffled  all  the  endeavours  of  Ruyier  to 
prevent  their  jundlion,  though  with  the  lofs  of  a  firft-rate. 
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ISfWinaiidtfd  bj  admiral  Ayifcotfgb^  tl^at  badl  tlvi  rnkfostune 
to  ftrike  upon  the  Galloper  Sandf^  wlxece  Sua  w^s  iUrrQunde^, 
attacked,  and  taken,  after  a  vigorous  refinance.  Tbe  ea- 
deavojurs  of  the  feveral  admirals  to  gain  the  advantage  of 
the  weather- gage  by  a  variety  of  difii^reot  motions,  coq- 
iiioied  the  third  day ;,  but  on  the  fourth  the  battle  v^a^  again 
renewed  v^ith  the  iame  impetuofity  a9  if  all  the  ihipa  had 
pome  fre(h  tQ  Aie  engs^ement.  Four  fuccefSve  charges  v^^e 
fuflained  and  given  by  both  admirals,  who,  like  Cafar  an4 
Pompey^  fought  as  if  the  one  w^uld  not  iyfFer  a  f^^perior,  or 
the  other  an  ec{Hal ;  at  laft^  a  thick  fpg  interpofed,  under 
cover  of  which  the  EngUJh  retired,  but  with  io  for n)idable 
.an  appearance  as  gave  them  fooie  title  to  difpute*  the  vie-  ' 

tory^  which  the  Dutch  claimed •  Rutyter  twicq  broke  the 
enemyV  line  in  the  laft  day 'S  engagei^ent,  and  obtained 
immortal  honour.  During  the  four  days,  he  took  eleven 
great  (hips,  and  burnt  or  funk  an^  equal  number.  Tfhe 
{laughter  on  both  fides  was  prodigious,  and  hardly  a  fl\ip  qf 
either  fide  efcaped  undamaged;  in  a  wofd^  it  was  the 
©pinion  of  de  Wit'x  who  was  no  friend  to  the  MngUJh^ 
^'  That  if  they  were  defeated,  their  misfortune  redounded 
^'  moce  to  their  honour  than  all  their  formervidories,  N^ 
.^*  fleet  but  theirs,  after  the  fevere  ufage  of  the  firft  day, 
*'  would  have  -continued  an  engageq:ient  for  three  fi^ccef- 
?'  five  days  longer.  ]S.ngUJhmen  may  he  killed,  BngUJb 
f  ihips  may  be  burned,  but £»§•///& qourage  is  invincible'/* 
Such  a  tefiimony  from  an  inveterate  and  judicious.  ei)c«|iy, 
|:efle(S)[8  real  honour  on  the  nation  (A). 

Though, 

.   '  Smollet,  lib.  vii.  cap.  i.  p.    36.      Basnacb,  p.   775..       , 
D'EsTRADEs  Lettrcs,  die  17  Juin,  1666.. 

(A)  Though  bonfires    were  my,  but  feven   were  funk,  or 

imade  in   London^  and  thankf-  otherwife   deftroyed,    and    tl^e 

givings  for  theviftory  ordered  whole  miferably  Shattered.  "Ruy 

to    be    obferved     in     al}    the  ter  and  Van  Tromt  had  Q\\ht^ 

ehiirches,  candor  muft  confefs,  their  flags  to  fix  differeAt  fhips ; 

that  Vi6kory    declared    clearly  but  the  trophies  which   they 

©n  the  fide  of  Holland,  though  earned  were  thought  a  full  re* 

obtained  with  the  moft  terrible  compenfe  of  all  the  danger  and 

carnage.    -  Three  adniirals  and  labour    they   had    undergone. 

£iveo  captains  were  killed  ;  a-  Lord  Arlington,  the  EngUp  fc- 

bove  two  thoufand  (eamen  were  cretary  of  ftate,  in  fad^acknow- 

thro^n  dead  into  the  fea,    to  ledges  that  the  king's  fleet  was 

cljsar  the  decks,  and  a  greater  defeated.     Tn    a  letter  to  Sir 

unniber  were  wounded.    They  William"  Temfh   he    expreflcs 

fe*4  fjo  i^ipa  taken  by  the  ene-  himfelf  thus :   *^  Neither  do  I 

^      '  ^  f«  tak^ 
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Am9ther  '  Though,  in  c6nirqucncc  of  thcfc  bloody  engagements) 
^^*&^  neither  the  Englijh  nor  Dutch  were  able  to  keep  the  feai 
•f«r»  both  had  vaft  rcfources  ;  they,  exerted  them  to  the  utmoftt 
and  both  fleets  foon  fet  fail  as  formidable  as  before.  Bt 
Ruper  had  orders  to  join  the  French  fquadron  under  the 
duke  of  Beaufort^  who  had  artfully  fuiTcrcd  the  two  great 
maritime  powers  to  weaken  each  other,  before  he  ventured 
\o  engage  the  king^s  fquadron  in  the  quarrel.  Even  the 
Enghjh  themfelves  allow,  that  had  he  joined  de  Ru),  r 
when  he  might,  the  .vidory  muft  have  been  decifive,  and 
khe  confequence  fatal  to  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain^ 
which  however  was  by  no  means  thcr  intention  of  the 
moft  chriftian  monarch.  De  Wit  applied  with  his  ufual 
.  aftivity  to  repair  the  fleet,  and  the  great  objed  of  the 
itates  was,  to  deftroy  the  Englt/b  ihipping,  in  the  docks  and 
yards,  in  the  river  TJ^^m/j.  With  this  intention  they  fe^ 
fail  on  the  loth  of  ya^  ;  but  fome  accounts  received  from 
England^  and  the  ignorance  of  the  pilots  with  rcfpeft  to  the 
foundings,  obliged  him  to  lay  afide  the  enterprife.  It  was 
next  propofed  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  England^ 
tifizt  Harwich  ;  but  all  the  places  of  debarkation  were 
found  to  well  lined  with  troops,  that  this  fcheofie  too  was 
found  impracticable,  and  a  refolution  formed  to  wait  for 
the  enemy,  and  decide  the  fortune  of  the  war  by  another 

Seneral  engagement.  By  the  24th  he  fell  iti  with  the 
uke  of  AUfemarle  and  prince  Rupert^  vfho  commanded  a 
fleet  of  one  hundred  fail,  while  de  Ruyter*s  did  not  amount 
to  eighty-two  men  of  war  and  fome  firc-fliips.  Fluflicd 
by  the  late  vi£tory,  the  van  advanced  with  too  great  im- 
petuofity,  and  for  a  time  the  battle  was  maintained  wjth 
equal  zeal,  emulation,  and  fpirit ;  but  Evertzen^  brother  to 
the  admiral  of  that  name,  killed  in  the  laft  engagement, 
was  at  length  furrounded,  overpowered,  and  defeated,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Jllen^  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  with  the  lofs  of 
t)iree  inferior  admirals,  and  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  fea-^ 

**  take  pleafore'in  repeadng  will  alone  appe^  fulHcient.  At 
<*  any  thing  of  this  engage-  to  what  biihop  Burjieu  and 
*'  ment.  This  advantage*  I  other  writers  Pledge,  of  the 
•  **  am  fure*  they  had  of  us,  diat  peniionery  de  Ifit'i  being  in 
*'  they  have  carried  home  their  the  engagement,  it  has  no  foaa- 
**  trophies;  whereas  we  have  dation  in  truth.  The  penfi* 
"  not  one,  what  we  took  be-  onery  indeed  vidted  the  fleet 
«  ing  all  drowned  or  burnt."  before  it  fet  fail ;  bat  the  da- 
He  might  have  added  flill  mours  nufed  againft  his  laft  ex- 
more  indifpatable^  proofs,  tho'  -  pedition  deterred  him  from  re* 
this  teftimony  from  a  minifier  peating  the  experiment. 
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men.    Van  Tr^^  in  the  mean  time,  engaged  and  defeated  1 

Sir  Jeremy  Smithy  admiral  of  the  blue,  fquadron  ^  but,  pur- 
fuitig  the  chace  too  eagerly,  he  was  entirely  cut  off,  and  fe- 
parated  from  the  center,  where  the  battle  raged  with  un- 
paralleled fury  between  de  Ruyter  and  the  duke  of  Alhemarle. 
Here  Ruyterr  fuftained  for  three  hours  the  utmoft  efforts  of 
the  whole  Britijh  fleet,  maintained  the  fight  with  feven  ihips 
only  in  the  line,  and  at  laft  yielded  the  yxGtovfy  not  until 
his  men  were  fo  wou tided,  faint,  and  exhaufted,  as  to  be 
unable  to  work  the  ihips,  and  keep  up  a  continued  regular 
fire.  It  was  now  only  he  made  that  fignal  to  retreat;  which 
was  readily  obierved  by  all  the  fleet,  which  was  faved  from 
deflrudidn  by  the  feafonable  calm  that  enfued.  De  Rvyter'^ 
difpoiition,  however,  was  fo  excellent,  as  to  deter  the  vie-- 
tors  from  purfuing,  and  indeed  his  conduA  through  the 
whole  action  was  fo  cool,  refolute,  and  determined,  that 
even  his  defeat  added  luftre  to  his  former  glory.  Had  he 
been  duly  fupported  by  Trampy  the  vidlbry  would  atleafl: 
have  proved  doubtful.      * 

Now '  the  Englijh  crouded  in  purfuit  of  Van  Tromp^ 
who  had  been  feparated  from  the  main  fleet  ever  iince 
that  defperate  effort,    by  which    he  broke  through  their 
line^.   They  difcovered  him  near  Harwich^  and  attacked  hioi 
with  vigour ;  but  that  gallant  officer  fuftained  the  fhock 
with  fuch  admirable  firmnefs  as  foiled  all  attempts,  and  en- 
abled him  to  retreat  with  little  lofs  to  the  Texel ;  notwith- 
Handing  which  loud  complaints  were  made  by  Ruyter  to  the 
flates,  that  the  lofs  of  the  battle  was  owing  to  his  raihnefs 
and  mifcondu£l.    The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  was 
very  confiderable  on  both  fides  ;  fome  writers  alledge,  that 
the  Dutch  lofl:  above  two  thoufind  men,  befides  three  ad-* 
mirals.     How  warmly  Ruyter  had  been  engaged,  we  may 
judge  from  the  lofs  on  board  his  own  fhip,  in  which  two 
hundred  merf  were  killed,  and  near  an  equal  number  wound- 
ed.    Twelve  captains  were  befides  flain,  and  feveri  fliips 
funk  and  deftroyed,  but  none  taken.     Upon  the  whole,  we 
jnay  judge  of  the  certainty  and  value  of  the  viStoty  to  the 
Bnglijhy  by  its  coniequences.    The  Dutch  took  fan^uary  in 
tWeir  ports,  before  which  the  enemy  rode  in  triumph,  ter- 
rifying   their  coafts,    and    interrupting    their   commerce. 
Xhe  Tate  rejoicings  of  the  ftates  were  turned  into  mourn- 
ing ;  and  as  the  expedations  of  the  populace  are  always 
ianguine  upon  every  inftance  of  profperity,  their  clamours 
and  difcontents  rife  in  proportion  upon  any  change  of  for- 
tune.    To  embarafs  the  government  flill  more,  the  animo- 
iltjr  between  the  two  beft  admirals  of  the  republic  broke  out 

with 
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^hfa  redoubled 'viotence ;  their  refefitnneftts  were^owwi« 

^    {ilacabk,  and  their  hatred  mortal.     The  feaaien  likewi^ 

entering  into  the  <{aarrel  of  then*  commanders,  formed  tmti 

oppofite  fa&iofis,  came  to  blows^  and  dKealtened  the  dtflb^ 

hiticm  of  the  government.    Tromp  was  fti^pportdd  by  the 

faoafe  of  Orange^  arid  greatly  beloved,  on  account  of  his  ge- 

neroifity  and  valour,   by  all  the  fesmen ;  yet  had  the  flates 

V^°  courage  enoogh  tfofuperfede  him,  and  profecste  hiis  iaoiilf 

/    "!r  v!i  ^^  *  paper  they  pUbiifeed  in  bis  juftrficarion,  bccaufe  it  rc- 

Juperjeded.  g^^^  ^^  ^.j.  ^^^^^^q^^    The  French  king,  however,  did 

juftice  to  his  metit,  by  fending  farm  the  order  of  St.  A£^ 
chad,  his  pi£hiie  finely  fet  with  diamonds,  and  'a  letter 
of  compliment  wrote  with  his  own  hand,  teftifjriiig  hjs 
fenfeof  that  garllant  condud  which  had  brought  offa  finaB 
fqua^on  of  no  more  than  eight  fhips,  thoitgh  futiouHy  at- 
tacked by  thirty  fhipsof  the  enemy,  'It  was,  neverthelef% 
true,  that  his  impetuofity  in  the  beginnmg  of  the  adicm  . 
had  occaifioBed  the  fucceeding  misfortunes,  though  he  sow 
glorioufly  effaced  that  error.  In  his  defence  he  fays,  «  I 
**  cannot  fufFer  de  Ruytir^  actuated  by  envy  and  animoifity, 
*'  to  ftain  my  honour  with  fo  difagreeable  a  reflexion,  ais  to 
*'  attribute  the  enemies  fuccefs  to  my  wilful  mifcondoS. 
*'  Errors  I  may  have  committed,  but  my  private  refentments 
*'  fhall  ever  yield  to  the  intereft  of  my  country.  The 
*'  moft  glorious  triumph  I  could  wife  over  my  rival 
^  would  be,  to  approve  myfelf  worthy  of  his  cftccm  zjti 
«'  gratitude*." 

Meantime  M.  ^uat,  a  difcarded  domeftrc  of  ti^  prince 
of  Orangey  had,  by  the  infligation  of  lord  ArlingtafL,  the 
Englijh  minifi?r,  entered  into  fecret  meafures  for  concluding 
a  peace,  feparating  France  from  Holland^  and  reflorti>g  the 
prince  of  Orange  to  all  the  honours  held  by  his  anceftors*  \ 
This  plot  was  difcovered  by  a  blunder  committed  by  BiMf 
who,  inftead  of  another  letter,  delivered  lord  Arhngton*s  to 
the  pen-fionery.  De  Wit  was  aftonidicd  with  the  contents, 
which  were  afterwatds  confirmed  by  Buat^  who  Was  feized, 
imprifoned,  and  tortured^  While  he  was  upon  the  rack, 
he  named  above  fixty  accomplices,  fome.of  them  the  prrri^ 
cipal  perfonageg  in  Holland ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  to 
wink  at  his^infori^ation,  and  attribute  it  to  the  criminal^ 
defire  of  faving  his  own  life,  many  of  the  perfons  pointed 
out  having  great  influence  and  popularity.  In  the  end, 
Buat  fufFered  upon  a  public  fqalFold,  and  die  plot  was 
fiippreffed. 
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To  iUI  up  the  meafure  of  the  calamities  of  the  republic  at  7'^^Eng- 
this  period,  a  detachment  from  the  Englijh  fleet  entered  the  ^^^  ^nfi^^ 
road  of  Vla^  under  Sir  Robert  Halmes^  piloted  by  a  Dutch  ^^^  ^^^'^P 
ftipper,.  and  burned  140  merchantmen,  two  men  of  war,  f^^^^" 
vA  a  village  on  the  coaft  (B),  the  whde  damage  being  ^^^* 
computed  ait  fix  millions.     It  is  the  opinion  of  fome  writers 
that  this  enterprife  formed  a  part  of  the  confpiracy  for 
wKtcfa  Built  was  executed,  but  the  conje^ure  is  rejefted  by 
the  beft  hfllorians.\   The  merchants  on  whom  this  immenfe 
lofs  fell,  raifed  loud  clamours  againft  the  government,  and 
^endeavoured  to  ftir  up  the  people  to  revolt.     The  Orange 
h&Mn  reared  her  head,  and  it  was  natural  to  expert  that 
tbe  republic,  overwhelmed  with  fuch  a  torrent  of  misfor- 
tune, would  now  have  humbled  herfelf,  and  implored  a  pa- 
dfication  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  de.Wtt  was  invincible,  and  the 
refources  of  his  genius  inexhauftible.     He  applied   himfelf 
diligently  to  the  means  of  quieting  the  feditions  in  the  pro-      , 
yinces,  and  the  fa^ons   in  the  government,  in  order  to 
profecute  th^  war.vwth  vigour.    In  this  defign  he  gained  the 
provinces  of  fhlland  and  Zealand^    and  paid  litiJe  regard 
to  the  murmurs  of  the  other  provinces,  as, they  contributed 
but  little  towards  the  public  expence.     He  approved  him- 
ftlf  mafter  o^the  art  of  governing  parties,   by  a  due  atten- 
.  tion  to  their  paffians  and  intercfts.     By  the  proper  and  ju- 
dicious diftribution  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  he  appeafed 
all  the  mutineers  in  the  fleet,  and  the  difcontents  among 
the  (eamen  ;  while  d^Eflradcs^  the  French  minifter,  was  no 
fefs  fuccefsful  in  his  pradiccs  upon  the  ftates.     Had  the 
Court  of  France  intended  the  deftrudlion  of  the  republic,  as 
is  intimated  by  fome  writers,  it  needed  only  to  vvithdraw 
her  countenance  upon  this  occafion.     The  very  exiftence 
of  the  ftates  depended  on  the  pleafure  of  Lewis ;  his  fen'ti- 
ments  determined  the  fortune  of  the  whole  nation.     It  was 
bis   policy,  however,  to  preferve  a  rival  to  the  maritime 
power  of  ^w^&K^:/;  accordingly,   the  king  no  fooner  re- 
ceived advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fldet,  and  the  dif- 
pirited  condition  of  the  government,  than  he  determined 
to  rifque  his  infant  naval  force,  the  firft  and  deareft  child  of 
his  p&Ucy,  reared  by  the  hand  of  the  hg<&. Colbert,     The 
duke  de  Beaufort  now  had  exprefs  orders  to  join  the  Dutch 

(B)  This  village  was  called  which  were  now  reduced  to  ex- 

BronilMrisy     in   the    ifland  -  of  trcme  mifery,  their  cffefls  hav- 

ScheUingt  a  rich*  populous^  and  ing  either   been  pillaged^    or 

floarifhmg  place,  containing  a-  confumed  in  the  flames. 
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fleet>  and  to,  z€t  in.  the  moft  vigorous  mdnner  againfl  tht! 
common  enemy.  Accordingly,  he  returned  to  Rocbelki 
/there  to  wait  the  proper  opportunity  of  eiFe£ting  a  jundion 
as  foon  as  the  allies  of  France  Ihould  he  ready  to  put  to  fea. 
/  M.  Bellefimte  was  difpatchecT  to  the  Hague^  to  concert  with 
the  penuonery  and  the  count  dEftrades^  the  moft  probable 
means  of  accompliihing  this  delicate  and  important  meafure) 
with  the  utmoft  fafety  and  expedition ;  yet,  after  all,  de  Wit 
harboured  fufpicions  of  the  French  fincerity,  and  a  warm 
altercation  pafied  between  him  and  M.  de  LionneK 

These  difputes  did  not  divert  the  penfloiier's  atten- 
tion from  the  principal  obje^.     The  fleet  was  refitted  b« 
his  indefatigable  diligence  in  an  incredible  Ihort  time,    it 
put  again  to  fea  under  de  Rjqtery  with  inftru£Uons  to  cruifc 
between  the  ftreights  of  Dover  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames^  to  watch  every  motion  of  the  Englijhy  until  it  w» 
certainly  known  in  what  manner  the  French  king  intended 
to  difpofe  of  the  duke  de  Beauforfs  fquadron.     Ruyter  let 
fail  on  the  loth  of  September^  and  had  no  fooner  arrived  at 
his  ftation,  than  prince  de  Rupert's  fleet  was  defcried  at  z 
diftance,  bearing  down  full  fail  before  a  favourable  galei 
The  Dutch  writers  alledge,  that  de  Ruyter  had  thrown  out 
the  fignal  to  engage,  and  his  fhips  were  clearing  for  that 
purpo^,  when  the  interpofition  of  night,  and  abating  of  the 
'    wind,  oblige^d  prince  Rupert  to  retire.    Others  go  fo  far  a$to 
affirm,  that  his  difpoiition  difconcerted  the  prince^  farced 
him  to  retire,  and  g2LVc  Ruyter  an  opportunity  of  clearing 
for  feveral  hours  ;  the  very  contrary  of  which  is  reported  by 
Englijh  hiftorians.    It  is  certain  that  a  ftorm  came  on,  which 
damaged  both  fleets  confiderably,  and  reduced  the  DutA 
admiral  to  take  fhelter  in  St.  jfohjfs  road,  near  Boul^ntt 
Here  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  and  the  whole  ileet  grew 
fickly;  upon  which  the  ftates  fent  orders  for  him  to  return  to 
Holkmd,     As  to  the  duke  of  Beaufort y  he  failed  up  the 
Channel  as  far  as  Dieppcj  upoq  a  fuppofition  that  the  Duid) 
were  ftill  in  the  neighbourhood  oi Boulogne  \  and  finding  his 
miftake,  dire«Sled  his  courfe  to  the  C02&  of  Britanny^  where 
three  fhips  in  the  rear  of  the*fquadron  fell  in  with  the 
Englijh^  maintained  an  obflinate  engagement,  and  were  de« 
feated  with  the  lofs  of  one  inan  of  war. 

It  was  upon  the  return  of  the  fleet  that  the  flates  re- 

folved  to  fend  three  deputies  on  .board,  with  full  powers  to 

regulate  the  naval  operations,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  coun- 

^cU  of  the  principal  officers.    The  provinces  of  Zealand  uA 

*  WxcQUEFoar,  lib.  15. 
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pripIanJi  which  were  each  to  fpnd  a  deputy,  difapproved  of 
the  meafure.     This   determined  M.  de  TVity  nominated  h^ 
Holland^  to  charge  himfclf  with  the  whole  care  and  conduft 
of  the  armament.     On  his  arrival*  he  found  Ri4yter  in  fo 
bad  a  ftate  of  health  j  that  he  was  fent  to  Amfierdafn^  where 
he  remained  until  the  month  of  September.    However,  the 
fleet  proceeded  to  fea,  under  admiral  Van  Nes^  fuhje/Sl  to 
de  ^if?/*s, orders,. arrived  on  thecoafl:  of  England,  with  inten- 
tion to  fight  the  enemy,  and  was  a  fecond  time  driven  back 
by  a  furious  tempeft,  which  occafioned  the  French  king  to 
complain  that  his  fquadron  was  expofed  to  the  mercy  o^ 
the  Englijh.     In  fadt,  however,  the  Englijh  were  incapable 
of  embracing  the  opportunities  that  offered.     A  terrible  fire 
had  deftroyed  great  part  of  the  capital  \  public  credit  was 
afFefted;  univerfal  defpondency  feized   the  minds   of  the 
people,  and  all  was  fear,  fufpicion,  diftruft,  and  difTenfion^ 
the  miniftry  and  the  nation  being  divided  among  themfelves. 
The  conflagration,  which  had  deftroyed  above  fix  hundred 
fireets^  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  effe<9:  of  malicious  defigni 
and^erroneoufly  attributed  to  the  Roman  catholics  and  the 
republicans,  as  the  ftream  of  faftidn  happened  to  be  direfted.- 
Hence  arofe  the  jealoufies  and  diflenfions  we  have  raen- 
tioried^  which  were  augmented  by  the  difturbances  in  ScoU 
fandy  arifing  from  the  perfecution  of  the  prefbyterians  in  that 
kingdom,  and  the  decline  of  parliamentary  complaifahce  for 
the  king  and  miniftry.     This  fituation-  of  the  Britijh  na- 
tion was  the  great  fecurity  of  the  republic'    Charles,  now 
tired  of  a  vr^v  grown  irkfome  to  the  nation,  from  which  he 
had  not  reaped  the  propofed  private  advantages,,  made  over- 
-tures  of  peace,  and  the  king  of  5w^^(?«  offered  his  media- 
tion.    Yet  ftill  he  kept  in  view  the  antient  pretenfions  of  Profio/ali 
his  crownj  and  the  indemnification  required  at  the  com-  of  peace 
rjxencement  of  the  rupture,  for  the  darAages  done  his  trading  ^^deby 
fubjecSls  in  India,  and  elfe where.  *  He  demanded,  that  the  1     /^-^.Y 
ftates  fliould  fend  their  deputies  x.o  London,  to  adjuft  the  pre-  ^"S*^""» 
liniinaries  of  a  peace.     Other  marks  of  fubmiffion  were  be- 
fides  required,  Mi'hich  produced  various  opinions  in  the  pro- 
vinces.    Some  afTerted  that  the  advantages  gained  by  Eng* 
iand  were  not  fo  confiderable  as  to  give  them  a  right  to  dic- 
tate; .while  others  thought  thofe  inftanees  of  an  aflumed  fu- 
periority   and  pride,  of  too  little  confeqiience  to  obftruA 
a  neceflary  accommodation.     The  ftates  however  declared, 
that  they  had  no  obje6tion  to  the  propdfal  of  holding  the 
fcongrefs  at  London,  but  the  confideration  for  their  allies  the 
kings  of  France  ;i.nd  Denmark,  who  refufed  to  treat  in  aiiy' 
part   of  England.     Several  towns   of  Holland  and   Zealand 
M#D.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXI.  H  h  were 
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were  eameft  for  a  congrefs,  without  regard  to  pun&ilios.; 
but  de  Wit  found  means  to  fecure  the  ftates»  and  exerted 
his  utmoft'  influence  with  the  court  of  France  to  keep  her 
firm  in  the  alliance,  and  difficult  with  refpe3  to  the  terms 
of  negotiation.  Lewis^  however,  had  now  fufficiendy  efta- 
bliflied  his  credit  in  Holland^  and  difappointed  the  exteniive 
fchemes  of  England,  Growing  jealous  of  lord  Sandwich^ 
negotiation  at  Madrid^  and  that  an  union  between  Spain 
and  Great  Britain  might  take  place,  he  refolved  to  eftabliJh  i 
peace  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  not  only  recommended,  but 
enjoined  the  ftates,  not  to  be  too  delicate  about  formalities. 
Not  was  this  all ;  he  permitted  Ruvigny  to  correfpond  with 
the  earl  of  St.  Albans,  to  bring  the  court  of  London  to  the 
moil  pacific  difpofitions  ^  with  which  view  a  letter  was 
di reded  to  that  nobleman,  in  fuch  terms  as  (hould  excite 
^  the  jealoufy  of  the  Hollanders.  However,  that  the  fbites 
might  have  no  reafon  to  tax  the  king  o(  France  with  du- 
plicity, the  letter  was  firfl  communicated  to  the  penfioner, 
and  he  found  it  fo  general  and  ambiguous,  that  it  was  im" 
poifible  to  make  obje£lions.  On  receipt  of  Ruvigny's  letter, 
the  earl. of  5/.  Alhans  fignified  to  the  court  of  France,  that 
his  Britannic  majefly  was  not  averfe  to  treating  in  a  neutral 
place,  provided  France  would  preferve  a  neutrality. .  The 
EngUJh  miniflry  took  advantage  of  this  clandefltne  corre- 
fpondence  to  infinuate  notions  that  his  moil  chrifiian  ma« 

A.  D.    jefly  was  treating  without  the  participation  of  his  allies. 

1667.     This  alarmed  the  provinces  in  general,  an4  efpecially  the 
towns  and  cities  of  Holland,  who  cried  out,  that  the  re-  , 
public,  was  betrayed.     To  refute  the  report,  and  flop  the 
torrent  of  abufe  thrown  out  in  Holland  againft  the  infidi- 
ous  conduft  of  his  miniftry,  the  king  ordered  the  count 
d^EJlrades  to  give  the  ftates  the  moft  folemn  afTurances  of : 
his  refolution  to  adhere  ftriSly  to  the  terms  of  his  alliance,  I 
tho*  he  was  defirous  of 'efFe<fting  a   peace,    in  which  be 
Ihould  chiefly  have  an  eye  to  the  good  of  the  republic  *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  England,  as  if  perfe<EMy  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  apology  made  by  the  flates  for  declining  to 
open  the  congrefs  in  London.^  immediately  veered  round,  and 
offered  to  treat  of  preliminaries  at  the  Hagtu,  where  the  am- 
baffadors  of  the  allies  then  refided.  This  motion  gave  the 
alarm  to  M.  de  Wit  and  the  French -psLTty,  who  concluded 
that  it  mufl  imply  fome  deep  and  dangerous  fcheme,  to 
divide  the  republic,  and  difTolve  the  confederacy.     The  pro- 

*  Basnage,  p.  779.  Smollet,  lib.  fx.  cap-  i.  Carte's 
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pofal  immediately  begot  di(&ntion,  nolefs  than  fotr  provinces 
taking  the  occafion  of  expreffing  ^thelr  animofity  to  th^  pen- 
fioner.  To  oppofe  fo  growing  a«d  imminent  an  evil,  the  ut- 
I  moft  addrefs  of  the  French  and  DuUh  miniftry  were  necei&ry; 
'  It  was  not  thought  advifeable  to  fiiew  any  fufpicion  of  the 
[  king  of  England's  defign ;  a  letter  was  therefore  fent  to  him 
I    from  the  ftates,    recommending  the  choice  Kii  Maejhricht^ 

•  Baifieducy  or  Breda^-  ibr  holding;-  the  congrefs,  as  more  con- 
,  venient  and  fecare*  than  the  HagWy  which  being  an  open 
\^  town,  afforded  no  protection  to  the  miniflers  of  the  different 

•  powers;    that  confequently,  while  tbofe  powers^were  at  va-^  ~ 
\  riance,  they  were  expofed  to  at  variety  of  fatal  aocidents,  too   , 

many  melancholy  inftances  of  which  had  already  happened^ 
'  in  violation  of  juftice,  and  defiance  of  government.  They 
'  concluded  with  thanking  his  majefty  for  the  honour  intended 
'  them,  which  they  were  obliged  to  decline,  for  theconfidera- 
'  tions  mentioned.  To  this  letter  from  the  dates  to  the  king  of 
^  England^  fucceeded  one  fronii  the  French  king  to  the  ftates;  in' 
■'  which  he  enlarges  upon  the  danger,  to  a  popular  government, 
'  of  admitting  the  minifters  of  an  hoftile  prince,  who  would 
'  not  Fail  to  raife  fufpicions,  foment  divifions,  and  promote  cabals^ 
'  among  a  people  equally  open  to  the  impreffions  of  falfe  and 

rdal  fuggeftions.  Afterwards  he  proceeds  to  recommend  Do- 
''  vtTi  as  a  place  not  improper  for  carrying  oh  the  negotiation  i 
^  though  it  appears,  from  Mr.  Lidnmh  ktter  to  d'EJha^is^  that 
'  the  court  was  fenfible  thiit  the  propofal*  would  not  be  relifhed 
*;'  ia  England. 

^     It  was  plain,  from  the  ftrangc  conduift  of  Lewis ^  that  he. 
^.  muft  have  farther  defigna  than  mere  friendftiip  to  the  ftatesj 
^  and  in^d  the  Orange  fa3ion  began  thus  |arly  to  declare- their 
'fufpkions,  {that  he  would  approve  himfelf  moi»  daa^»}us  as 
fan  ally  than  he  could  as  an  open  enemy.   The  penfioner  was,  ^ 

^perhaps,  not  blind  to  the  motives  of  the  Fnncb  ^\t\q  ;  bathe 
'^  was  now  deeply  engaged  ivith  that  prince,  and  hiscovr^enance 
■afforded  the  beft  fupport  againft  the  houfc  of  Ow«^/i  bent 
^  upon  his  rum.  It  was  vifible  indeed  to  alt  Europe'^  th»t  the 
^  court  oi  France  was  paving  the  wiy  for  the  cxecntfon  of  their 
^  fchemes  upon  Flanders.  The  emperor,  who  had  a- reverfiona- 
'  ry  claim  to  this  fine  country,  began  likewife  to  think  it  his 

•  intereft  to  interpofe  in  the  quarrel  of  the  two  maritime  powers.  ^ 

>  In  purfuance  of  this  opinion,  the  baron  d^IJota  was  difpatched  

^  td  the  court  of  Lendsn^  under,  pretence  of  ofiering  his  imperial. 
-'majefty^s  mediation;  though  it  is  probable  the  real  baiine&i 

vm  t6  diffuade*CAtir/?f  from  an  accommodation ; 'as  Lewist 
would  thereby  have  lefs  leifure  to  purfue  his  ambitious  projects* 
Some  attribute  to  this  tonfdtximate  politician  the  propofal 

H  h  2  made  ^ 


^68.  the  Hijigry  of  the  United  Provinces^ 

made  by  Charks  of  opening  .the  congrefs  at  the  Hague  ;  and, 
indeed^  he  could  not  have  formed  a  more  eSedual  meafure 
for  keeping  up  the  refentments  of  both  nations,  and  fruftrating 
the  pacific  intentions  of  the  more  moderate  and  prudent  mem- 
bers of  either  ftate.     Thefuperficial  politicians  regarded  it  as 
the  higheft  compliment  ever  paid  to  the  Aates,  to  have  the 
honour  of  bringing  the  ambaiTadors  of  the  three  greateft 
powers  in  Europe  to  treat  of  peace  in  tbe  dominions  of  the 
republic  ;  while  the  more  difcerning  viewed  the  overture  in  a 
very  different  light.     £ven  the  firft  mehtion  of  the  propofal 
fet  the  provinces  at  variance ;  Holland  and  Friejland  pofitively 
refuiing  to  furnifh  their  contingents,  if  it  were  rejected  *.    At 
length  Breda  was  fixed  upon»  all  parties  agreeing  that  the  con- 
.  ferences  (hould  be  opened  in  this  city ;  and  thither  the  feveral 
parties  fent  their  plenipotentiaries. 
Q        r       The  firft  point  debated  at  the  congrefs  was  the  reftitution 
fl/^eda.  ^^  ^^  *^^  Engl'tjb  (hips,  which  had  partly  given  birth  to  the 
'  war ;  and  of  the  iQand  of  Poleron  in  the  Eaji  Indies^  which 
had  been  firft  violently  wrefted  from  England^  then  reftored  by 
a  fubfequent  treaty,  and  now  retaken  fince  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  prefent  rupture.    Upon  this  Charles  infifted  as  an 
eifential  preliminary ;  but  the  Dutch  deputies  appearing  de* 
termined  in  their  refufal,  he  relaxed  in  the.  la(l  article,  and 
thought  there  would  now  occur  fo  little  difficulty^  that  he 
<    looked  upon  the  peace  as  in  a  manner  concluded.     Full  of 
thefe  (kntiments,  and  eager  to  appropriate  to  his  own  ufe  the 
fums  granted  by  parliament  for  the  profecution  of  the  war*  hs 
ordered' all  his  large  ihtps  tobe  laid  up  and  unrigged,  keeping 
only  a  fmall  fquadron  of  cruizers  for  the  protedion  of  the 
coafts.     Of  this  precipitation  De  Wtt  refolved  to  make  his 
advanti^e,  retrieve  his  own  reputation  with  the  republic,  and 
oblige.  C&^&5  to  make  peace  .upon  .fuch  conditions  as  (hould 
be  thought  requifite  for  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  the  repub- 
lic.   While  he  cruifed  the  preceding  year  upon  the  EngKJh 
coaft,  he  had  taken  care  to  have  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  ex- 
actly found^,  with  a  view  probably  of  pufliing  his  way  into 
that  wealthy  river,   whenever  an  opportunity  (hould  offer. 
n^DutchNow  be. determined  .to  execute,  hi$  project,  and  to  attend  the 
enter  the    expedition  in  perfon,      France  difapproved  his  quitting   the 
xi*ver        helm  of  ftate  to  dircfl warlike  operations;  and  the  arguments 
Mcdway.  urged  by  ^i^r^wfcj 'prevailed  on  the  penfioner  tofubftTtutc  his 
brother,  Cornelius  De  JVit^  in  his  room^  to  aflift  DeRuyter  to 
regulate  aad  determine. his  motions.     The  fleet  fet  fail  from 
thclix-rf  Jo  the  beginning  of  ^une^  and  was  hardly  out  of 
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fight  of  the  coaft  when  it  was  driven  back  liy  a  furious  terrt- 
pcft,  in  which  four  tranfports*  filled  with   fol<Jicrs  periflied. 
When  the  ftorm  abated,  Ruyter  ag^in  fet  iail  with  a  fleet  of 
fifty  large  fliips,  befides  frigates  and  trsfnfports,  fteering  di- 
reaiy  for  the  xw^ThaineSy  atthe  mouth  of  which  he  arrived 
on  the  tenth  of  June. .   He  began  his  (Operations  with  re- 
ducing Sheernefs  fort,  which  he  efFefted  with  little  difficulty. 
'Next  he  broke  down  a  flrong  boom,  laid  acrofs  the  mouth  of 
the  river  A^^u^jr,  and  ideftroyed  three  guard-fliips,  moored 
within  fide- for  its  pnotedion.     M,  De  Ghent,  advancing  in 
boats  as  far  as  Rocb^ery  burnt  and  carried  ofF  a  great  number 
of  fmall  veflels,  which  rode  in  the  river  without  apprehen- 
iion  of  danger.    :E>^  Ruyter  cleared  a  paffage  through  feme 
•vcfleb  which  had  been  funk,  by  order  of  the  duke  of  ^/^^ 
imarle^  in  the  channel :    then  failed  up  as  far  as  Upnor-cajijiy  * 
•which  he  took  and  demoliifaed.    His  laft  exploit  was  the  hum- 
ming three- Arf»  of  the  line,  in  executing  which  he  met  with 
an*  obftinatd  refinance ;  and  then  he  fell  down  the  Medwe^y 
with  intention  of  attempting  the  xw^iTbamei^^ 

The  failors,  who  had  cfcapcd  the  conflagration  ziChat^ 
ham,  fpreald  the  alarm  through  London,  and  filled  that  capii- 
tal,  not  yet  recovered  from  the  dreadful  devaftation  made  by 
fire  the  preceding  year,  with  confternation.  Troo^  imme- 
diately filed  off  towards  Grave/end,  fhips  were  funk  at  WooU 
wich  and  Blackwall ;  platforms  were  raifed  in  different  places, 
and  mounted  with  artillery ;  the.  train-bands  were  drawn  out, 
and  the  city  put  into  the  bcft  poftnrc  of  defence  that  circum- 
fiances  would. admit.  Yet  it  mufl  be  confeiled,  that,  after  all 
•the  preparations  made,  nothing  could  have  prevented  DeRuy^ 
ier  from  pillaging  and  deftroying  the  moil:  flouriihing  city  in 
Europe,  befides  the  want  of  a  fumcient  number  of  boats,  and 
of  land-forces.  Without  thefe  he  found  it  impoffible  to  fuc- 
ceed,  and  therefore  fet  fail  for  P{frtfmouth,  which  he  attempted 
in  vain  to  reduce.  Then  he  direfled  his  courfe  to  Torbay^ 
where  be  made  prize  of  a  great  number  of  vefTels,  with  which 
he  proceeded  to  bombard  Plymouth.  This  enterprize  failing, 
he  failed  up  the  Channel,  infulted  Harwich,  gave  chace  to  a 
fquadron  commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  once  more  en- 
tered the  Thames,  and  overwhelmed  the  whole  kingdom  m 
terror  and  confufion  :  after  which  glorious  exploits  he  returned 
to  Holland,  where  he  was  prefented  by  the  ftates  with  a  rich 
gold  cup,  upon  vi^hich  was  engraved  the  adions  at  Sheernefs, 
Chatham,  and  Upnor-cajile.  He  made  a  kind  of  trwmpbal 
entry  at  Dort,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  the  roar 

^  Id.  ibid. 
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of  cannoi^j  anji:  the  blaze  of  bonfires^  attended  bj  til  the  takr 
giftrates,  and  foppoft^d  by  tbe  two  oMeft  bnrgoinaflers.  De 
^t  met  wiih  The  time  honours,  andiud  befiSei  tbb  particu- 
lar thank$  of  the  ftates  genera).  Nor  Was  M-  i(^  Ghtnti  tte 
lieutenant-adrnif  2il,  forgot.  He  bad  the  thanks  of  the  ftates, 
and  a<;^i>^f  jgold,  wiii'bitowo  exploits  lehgrayed  round  his 
^rms. 

Th  e  kings  of  En^k^i  waA  Frame  equally  exdain^ed  againft 
this  exp^dkM>nv  lyhilo  Ho^Et^^xAXx^^^^  fired  with  indigu 
natipp.  Et.Wipg  itftlf  lexjlofed Ito  the  tnfuh  ^2in  eneinj  to 
whom  it  had  always  given  law.    dfar^  c6aa|dained^  that  the 
puuhy  taking  Vantage  bf  .his  f6eurity».  ravaged  his  coafts 
^ith  the  utitiodbirharttyv^while  he  was  treatio^of  pbace  with 
them  infk  friendly  manhtdr.-  I|e  alleged,  thbjr  bad  violated  the 
^iaithof  trieaties^  thoughs  i^  f^^i  no  armiftiee' had  been  agreed 
upon.    C)o  thb.  othei*  hand,  lawis  difapplroved  of  an  eoficr- 
prise  whi^bteivJed  to  retard.thepacificatipi))  antdat-tfae  fame 
^f;inie.rg|^r9Af:bed^  by  implication,  his  btafs  towards  the  idtereft 
of  Etf glands  ahd  little  regard  to  the  alhance  oontraiSeid  msh 
Ftaei  con-  the  teput^.. ;  it  WAsr  obytaus-r  however^  that  this  expedition, 
fluJed  at    kiftea^.^t^f  f^^fdihg^  ferved  idually  to  acceiecate  the  pacifica- 
Breda.       tion.  ./^he- p^wer  of  i>^  iiir)^^'s  fquadron,  the  bad- terns 
upon  ;wthlcb.  the  king  of  England  flood  with  iiis  Jubjefls,  and 
the  def^pnqejefs  -ftate  in  Which  be  left  the  nation  by  laying  up 
all  the  large  tlaeii  6f  war,  obliged  him  to  fet  afide  all  airs  of 
fuperi^fit);,  and  treat  with  the  Dutch  deputies  upon  a  footing 
of  eq^alitj^i    By  this  meao5  evary  difficulty  vani(hed,  and  tlR 
^peaee  was  fignbd  lipon  th^  ffoilowing  conditions  :    that  ^ot* 
did  {h4uld  be  yielded  16  the  French  king,  who  had  agreed  to 
redorje  ,tQ  tfre  Engtijh  the  ifland  of  5f.  Cbrifiopher\  and  foitae 
other  inc6nfiderable  cooqueils  he  had  made  in  ih^WefllneHes  : 
thzt  England  md  Holland  {bbnU  reciprocally  retain  their  ac- 
quifuionSf^by  which  means  thfe  colony  of  New  York  m  North 
America  reo^ined  with  the  former,  arid  the  ifland  of  PaUron^ 
one  of  the  MoluccaSy  with  the  latter.    The  rights  of  the  flag 
were  the  moft  difficult  to  adjttft :  though  merely  titular,  it  was 
thoMght  of  more-  imjyirtiince  than  even  the  real  advantage  of 
additional'  territories.     France  was  fo  fen^tble  of  the  confe- 
q^uenCes  of  thefe  honours,  that  (he  now  infifted  upon  being 
equalled  with  the  two  great  maritime  powers.     Lewis  refuied 
to  fuffer  his  men  of  war  to  lower  their  top-fails  to  tbofe  of 
England.    Charles  pleaded  his  right  to  this  mark  of  r^ard. 
Both  were  obfiinate ;  and,  to  avoid  its  breaking  off  the  nego- 
tiation, this  article  was  omitted  in  the  treaty,  whence  violent 
^pntentions  fome  years  afterwards  enfued. 

•     While 


While  France ^  England^  ^tA  HoUand^  were  negotiating, 
at  Bnda  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^  Lewis  was  meditating  the, 
execution  of  a  projed»  which,  by  aiming  at  univerial  empire, 
again  threatened  to  involve  Cbriftendom  in  the  flames  of  war,, 
and  particularly  the  £tnpire,,£|^i7f»9  and  the  United  Provinces. 
His  ambition  grafped  at  every  tiling,  and  his  power  enabled 
him  to  gratify  every  afpiring  wife.    On  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther-in-law Philip  IV,  he  prepared  to  invade  the  Nefhirlands^ 
though,  before  the  (bleninization  of  his  marriage,  he  had 
formally  renounced  all  pretenfton$  to  the  Spantfh  fucce/Bon. 
His  claim  was  examined  by  the  clergy,  and  pronounced  kgi* 
timate ;  and  their  decifion  was  fupported  by  the  fecular  arm^ 
and  M.  Turemu  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men.     Already 
Aetb^   Lifie^   Tournay*    Courtray^    Charleroi,   and  Oudenardi^ 
confefied  bis  power,  by  receiving  his  garrifonsj  and  Lewis 
'  waited  only  for  the  death  of  the  fickly  Charles  II.  of  Spain^  ' 
to  lay  claim  to  the  whole  rnodarchy.     Every  ftate  in  Eurep^ 
took  the  alarm.     The  DuUh^  from  the  nature  o^  their  fitua- 
tioii^  Were  immediately  expofed  to  his  defigns :  they  wifeed 
for  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  of  uniting  with  England 
in  a  confederacy,  that  feofuM  be  able  to  oppofe  a  fufHcient  baf« 
Tier  tO/  ik^  fearing  ambition  of.  the  French  n^onarch.     Now^     ^  jy 
when  too  late,  the  artifice  of  Lewis'^  friendfeip  was  difcov     166B. 
tered :  ftrli^  however,  the  ftates  imagined  they  could  prevail 
en  him  to  adhere  to  the  moderate  terms  he  had  often  pro* 
mifed ;    and  that  by  ceding  Courtrtrff  Si.  Omer,  jtire^  and  1 
Franche  Camti  to  France,  the  reft  of  the  Netherlands  might  be 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  Empire,  England,  and  the 
kepublic.     It  was  ihe  Dutch  that  fuggefted  the  idea  of  the 
triple  alliance,  which  took  place  foon  after.     The  king  of 
England,  finding  his  ci:edit  on  the  wain  with  his  ful:g'e<£is,  wiK 
lingly  embraced  any  meafure  that  was  likely  to  retrieve  hia 
popularity ;  and  no  fcheme  prpmifed  fo  fair  as  bis  becoming 
the  head  of  a  league,  formed  in  fupport  of  the  liberties  of  Eu^ 
rape.     The  court  of  Spain  too  was  indefatigable  in  her  endear 
yours  to  raife  a  powerful  confederacy  againft  Lewis :   though 
fee  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  her  own  ftrength,  and 
the  courage  apd  ability  of  her  forces ;  yet  it  was  impoflible  to 
avoid  feeing  the  fuperiorlty  of  the  French,  as  far  as  could  be 
judged  from  the  moft  rapid  fuccefles.     The  Spanijh  ambafla-  Treaty  at 
dors  reprefented   to  Holland  the   proximity  of  the  danger^  Aix-la- 
while  they  flattered  England  with  the  glory  of  holding  the  Chapelie. 
ballance  of  power.     True  policy,  indeed,  required  that  a  bar-* 
rier  feould  be  formed  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  Turenne\  and 
with  this  view  it  was  that  the  triple  alliance  was  formed,  by     » 
the  addrefs  of  Sir  William  Temple^  who  fubdued  all'  the  fcru- 
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pies  of  M.  De  WtU  the  penfioner,  with  a  facility  that  will 
ever  bear  .ample  teftimony  to  the  abilities  of  that  elegant  and 
refined  Aatefman.  At  firlt,  England  and  Holland  were  only 
the  contrading  powers ;  but  Sweden  foon  acceded  to  the 
treaty  as  a  principal.  Then  the  confederates  afllinied  to  them- 
felves  the  oifice  of  arbiters  in  the  differences  between  Frtmu 
and  Spain^  with  refpe£t  to  the  Low  Countries,  They  even 
jpre tended  to  take  cognizance  of  the  difpute  between  Spain 
and  Portugal.  The  cb)€&.  was  to  reftrain  the  power  of  Lewisi 
fupport  the  tottering  Spanijh  monarchy,  and  prevent  the  dire- 
ful confequences  of  a  war,  in  which  all  Europe  wduld  probably 
be  involved  *. 

The  next  ftep  was  to  repair  the  fortifications  of  the  froii' 
tier  towns,  and  to  fet  the  army  upon  a  refpeftable  footings 
For  fome  years  all  military  employments  were  held  by  the 
,  children  of  burgomafters,  bccaufe  they  were  generally  iii  the 
interefl  of  the  pcnfioner  3  while  the  old  experienced  officers 
were  laid  afide,  on  account  of  their^  attachment  to  the  prince 
of  Orange^  under  whofe  anceftors  they  had  acquired  all  their 
knowledge.  The  bifliop  of  Munjler\  late  invafion  convinced 
the  people,  that  troops  ill  commanded  wer6  perfe£Uy  ufele6: 
they  therefore  began  to  clamour  about  the  diftribution  of 
commiffions,  and  to  infift  that  all  the  old  officers  fhould  be 
reflored  to  their  employments,  and  promoted,  as  if  they  had 
remained  conftahtly  in  the  fervice*  It  wa3  with  relu^ance 
the  pcnfioner  had  yielded  to  the  neccffity  of  the  late  treaty 
Concluded  againfl  France :  the  blow  now  meditated  flruck 
peeper  at  his  power,  and  tended  obvioufly  to  change  the  fcale 
in  favour  of  the  oppofite  fadion.  It  was  impoffible,  however, 
to  ftem  the  tide  of  popularity:  he  therefore  determined  to 
^ivide  its  force,  and,  by  making  it  fldw  in  different  channels, 
Weaken  its  influence.  With  this  view  he  united  all  the  rc- 
t^ublicans  in  the  opinion,  that  the  chief  command  of  the  arioy 
ihould  be  conferred  on  a  foreigner,  notwithflanding  this  pre- 
ference was  offering  the  greatefl  injury  to  prince  Mmrtct  of 
Najfau^  to  whofe  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  there  could 
be  no  reafonable  objedtion.  After  violent  contentions,  the 
iBommand  was  divided  among  a  number  of  officers,  by  which 
both  parties  were  in  fome  meafure  gratified. 

As  the  triple  alliance  was  formed  merely  to  oblige  Leoii 
to  execute  the  prbpofals  he  had  made  to  the  court  of  Spoin, 
of  relinquifhirtg  the  rights  of  his  queen,  provided  the  Sps- 
faiards  would  either  confent  to  his  keeping  the  conquefts  he 
had  already  made  in  the  Low  Countries,  or  inlieuof  ihofcced^ 
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't6)Mm(iEit  Francbe  Comte^  with  the  towns  already  fpeciffed ; 
the  queen -regent  of  Spain  kept  aloof,  in  expe&ation  of  en« 
gaging  the  Dutch  and  the  king  of  England  in  a  war  with 
Lewis^  under  pretence  that  he  refufed  ftanding  by  the  alter- 
native which  they  guarantied.  But  finding  herfelf  difapo 
.pointed  in  this  hope,  ihe  confented  to  his  retaining  his  cori- 
quefts,  on  the  fuppofition,  that,  (hould  he  ever  attennpt  to 
extend  theip,  he  would  neceflarily  engage  the  enmity  of  the 
two  maritime  powers.     This  ceffion  paved  the  way  to  a  con<-  Defigns  tf 

frefd,  which  was  immediately,  appointed  at  Aix^la-ChApille.  the  differ* 
Ve  have  already  fpecified  the  particulars  of  this  treaty  ^  It  entf9^ji}m% 
will  therefore  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  Dutch  ordered 
ia  pompous  medal  to  be  ftruck^  in  which  they  arrogated  to 
jthemfelve$  the  whole  honour  of  having  given  ^  peace  to  Eu-- 
rope  (A).  Nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  fuch  an  \n* 
fiance  of  unneceflary  vanity,  at  a  period  too  when  De  Wit 
was  propofmg  a  new  alliance  to.  D^ Ejlrades  httytfitn  Franci 
^nd  the  republic,  jointly  to  oppofe  the  pretenfions  of  his  £r/« 
tannic  majefty  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  and  to  oblige 
his  ihips  to  pay  the  due  honours  to  the  French  flag*  To  faci- 
litate this  meafure,  which  muft  have  inevitably  kindled  a  neifiT 
war  vfith  England^  he  reminded  the  Fnnch  minider  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Englijh  admiral^  Sir  Thomas  Allen^  towards  De 

^  »  Vol.  XXV.  Mod.  Hift.  ^  Ie  Clerc,    p.  $4.    Hifc 

J4edul«     Sir.  William  Temple's  Lett.  p.  79,  tom.ii. 


(A)  This  medal  is  preferved 
by  M.  U  Clerc.  Here  Holland 
Js  reprefented  by  a  young  beau- 
tiful female  figure,  furrounded 
|)y  trophies,  holding  in  her  hand 
a  pike  or  javelin,  the  one  end 
of  which  is  adorned  with  a  hat, 
as  an  emblem  of  Liberty,  and 
the  other  with  the  republican 
arms  of  the  United  Provinces. 
On  the  reverfe  is  the  following 
infcription.  «  After  having  con- 

*  firmed  the  laws,  reformed  the 

*  abufes    in    religion,    affiftedj 

*  defended,      and     conciliated 

*  kings,  fecured  the  liberty  of 
f  the  ocean,  eftablifhed  by  va- 
f  lour  and  dibt  of  arms  a  glo- 
f  rious  peace,  reftored  tranquil* 
f  llty  tojE'«ro^<?,  the  ftates-gene- 
\  fal  of  the  United  Provinces 


*  have  ordered  this  medal  tO 

*  be  flruck,  in  the  year  i668.f 
This  pompous  infcription  gave 
fqual  ofFence  to  the  kings  of 
France  and  England '^  but  what 
chiefly  incenfed  Lenuis^  was  the 
infolence  of  Jo/had  Van  Beunin-^ 
gen,  the  Dutch  plenipotentiary 
at  the  congrefs.  This  minifter 
had  the  weak  vanity  to  have  a 
medal  ilru<rk,  in  whiph  he  com* 
pared  himfelf  to  Jojhua  ftop^ 
ping  the  courfe  of  the  fun, 
which  was  the  device  of  the 
French  monTLTch.  This  fa6l  we 
have  upon  the  authority  of  the 
heft  French  and  Englijh  writers^ 
though  Le  Clerc  omits  the  medal 
in  his  curious  hiHoriCal  col* 
leclion* 
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h  RbM  at  5/.  Hiliii's ;    an  indignttj,   he  faid,  ikrbich,  V 
winked  at,  would  encoufage  that  proud  nation  to  commit 
further  infults.     D^Eftrades  fupported  this  opinion,  and  repre* 
fented  to  his  court,  that  nothing  but  embracing  the  propofal 
could  prevent .  the  penfioner's  being  forced  into  the  imerefi  of 
Englandj  however  contrary  to  his  refblutbns,  and  diiagreeable 
to  his  fentiments  and  inclinations.     How  far  M.  De  Wit  was 
ferious  in  this  propofal,  can  only  be  conjeSurcd  :  perhaps  he 
had  already  reafon  to  fufped  that  Charles  was  falling  into  his 
old  biafs  of  cultivating  the  clofeft  union  with  France*     This 
might  therefore  be  either  an  expedient  to  found  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  Lewis^  or  fruftrate  the  overtures  made  by  the  king  of 
£nghnd.'  Bo  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  Lewis  allowed 
little  weight  to  the  requeft  of  the  penGoner,  though  fupported 
by  all  the  arguments  his  own  ambafiador  D'Eftrfides  could 
urge.    On  the  Contrary,  he  fent  M.  Colbert  de  Croijy^  brother 
to  the  celebrated  minifier  of  that  name,  his  ambauador  to  the 
court  of  London^  and  recalled  D^Efirades  from  the  Msgue: 
yet  the  harmony  between  England  and  Helland  fliJI  fubflfted* 
Sir  lyilliam  Temple  was  dtfpatched  to  the  ftates,  vefted  with  a 
higher  charaSer  than  he  had  formerly  borne,  not  only  to  give 
the  ftrongeft  aiTurances  of  the  coniinoance  of  the  king  of 
England's  good  intentions  towards  the  republic^  but  to  nego^ 
tiate  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  concert  a  treaty  of  guarantee^ 
on  the  plan  of  the  late  triple  alliance  S 
/^^  D^        FRANCE  was  quick-fightcd  In  dife^rniftg  her  own  intev 
1669.     ^^^9  .^"^  ^^^^^  ^^  purfuing  it.    The  acquifitions  which  Lewis  ' 
bad  made  in  Flanders^  ferved  only  to  inflame  his  ambition  to 
poflefe  the  remainder  of  that  valuable  country,  and  particu- 
larly the  Franche  Comtiy  the  very  name  of  which  diftri<9:  feeined 
'         to  give  him  a  kind  of  claim.'   His  views  were  to  diflblve  the 
triple  alliance,  as  a  necef&ry  prelude  to  his  other  defigns^  and 
Spain^  by  refufing  to  pay  the  SweMJh  fubfidy,  furniihed  the 
means  of  accompliihing  this  important  affair.    Such  progress 
indeed  had  Colbert  made  at  the  court  of  LindM^  that  M.  Puf* 
fendorfy  the  Swedijh  ambaflador  at  the  Hague^  acquainted  the 
penfioner^  as  early  as  the  month  oi  January ^  1669,  ihztEng-* 
land  was  already  changed,  with  refped  to  all  thofe  councils 
ihe  had  formed  in  conjunction  with  Sweden  and  Hcfllandy  not- 
withftanding  the  fecret  was  yet  in  few  hands ;  and  lord  jtr- 
lington  confefTed,  about  the  fame  time,  that  a  rumour  was  pre- 
valent about  court,  that  the  Swedes  were  gained  over  to  the 
Fremh  interefl.     This  intimation  was  followed  by  a  variety  of 

(:ircumftances,  which  more  plainly  indicated  the  defigns  of  hi$ 

» 

«  Le  Clerc,  ibid. 
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Britannic  majefty.    Befidee  the  reiufal  of  a  propofal  made  bjr    /^^  jy^ 
the  fbt68  of  a  defenfive  and  oflFenfive  alliance;,  Sir  WiUitim     1670. 
Titnpk  ^as  Juddehly  recalled ;  and,  as  if  the  king  had  fou^t 
an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  rupture,  orders  were  given  tp 
tbe  captain  of  the  yatch,  fent  for  hdyTempUy  to  fail  through 
the  Dutch  fleet,  then  in  the  Channel,  infift  on  the  admiral's 
lov^eriflg  his  top- fails,  and  continue  firing  upon  him  until  all 
due  bont)urs  (hould  be  paid  to  the  Britrjh  flag.    It  is  evident,  JBiana  of 
that  Lwfis  had  now  fully  digefted  his  projeS  to  invade  the  England 
Nith^Umdf%  that  he  had  gained  the  king  of  £is;^Z0«^  whofe^^^ 
neoe^ues  made  him  the  petifioner  of  France ;  and  that  the&  ^^aace, 
inftrudions  to  the  (Captain  of  the  yatch  were  intended. as  a 

Silauiible  eT^ciife  to  the  nat4on  for  entering  upon  a  war»  equ^- 
yur^jtift,  ynneceflary,  and  imprudent.  X^tv/V  pradifed  the 
;^ofl:  infihtiating  arts  to  feduce  Charks^  from  his  real  intereft^ 
to^engage  hilt)  as  d  tool  in  aggrandizing  t\ic  French  monarchy, 
and  blind  him  to  the  confequences  of  his  ambitious  projedb. 
$efi4es  the  private fuMldi^s  remitted  ^  ftipport  the, king  of 
Mngiif^  in  his  extravagant  pleafures,  the  dutchefs  of  Orleans 
-w^sfe^t  to  England^  upon  a.vifit  to  her  brother,  where  fhe 
fpenc  a  fortnight  in.a  .con.tinua]  round-of  diverfions*  She  w^s 
accompanied  by  mademoifelle  ^iieraueille^  a  young  lady  of 
extraordinary  beauty*  bewitching  addrefs,  elegant  accomplidi- 
ments,  and  a  fund  of  wit  and  vivacity  fufficient  to  engage  a 
heart  more  infenfiMe  than  that  of  Charlei.  This  lady  was 
carried  with  himtaZ^;!^,  created  dutchefs  of  Portfmouth^ 
and  retained  in  the  bigheft  favour  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  fuiFering  her  to  govern  bis  condud  with  a  fway  that 
xather  proved  him  the  tender  lover  than  the  prudent  monarch, 
{twas  by  means  of  this  artful  vifit,  and  the  addreis  of  ma- 
demoifelle ^«tfr^i^tf//&,  that  Lewis  fv[&.  gained  the  intire 
afceiident  over  his  Britannic  maje%>  and  made  him  the  in- 
ftrument  of  thofe  bonds  he  was  forging  for  the  liberties  of 
Europe  \ 

Thus  ftood  afFairs  when  fir  G^^r^^  i^^ztwi^^,  lefs  beloved 
by  the  penfioner,  lefs  in  the  friendlhip  of  the  ftates,  and  the 
intereft  of  the  republic,  was  fent  to  Holland  to  fucceed  Sir 
JVtlliam  Temple^  and  probably  to  complete  the  rupture  begun 
by  the  captain  of  the  yatch,  who  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  for  not  baying  fufficiently  aiTerted  the  dignity  of  the 
Britijh  cfowTiy  and  refting  fatisficd  v^ith  a  falute  from  the 
guns  of  i^Mt  Dutch  admiral.  The  prince  of  Orange^  vifit  to 
England  made  no  alteration  in  the  councils  of  that  nation ; 
for  after  that  event  Mr.  Coventry  was  fent  to  Stockholm^  to  cx- 
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crthis  utmoft  abilities  in  drawing  oflF  the  king  from  the  triple 
* '      alliance,  fo  inconfifteht  with  his  Britamic  majefty's  ertgage- 
fiients  to  Lewis,   Thefe  changes   in  the  Englijh  ambaffadon 
*were  deemed  ominous  by  the  more  difcerning.    De  Wit  had 
the  greateft  friendfliip  for  Sir  fViUiam  Temple ;  but  he  regarded 
his  Aicceflbr  as  a  mean  tool  of  the  court,  a  turbulent  firebrand, 
and  an  implacable  enemy  of  the  republic,    and  was  partico- 
larly  jealous  of  his  high  reputation  with  the  ftates.  Ihwttii^j 
indeed,  on  his  firft  arrival  folemnly  proteffed,  that  the  kiii; 
hismafter  was  determined  firi£Uy  to  adhere  to  every  article  of 
the  triple  alliance.     He   gave  the  ftrongeft  afliirances,  that 
'(!harles  had  no  other  defign  in  the  powerful  armaments  be 
^as  equipping,  than  to  render  himfelf  refpefiable  among  his 
^neighbours,  and  guard  againft  the  defigns  of  the  moflChridian 
"king;  whom  he  had  good  reafons  to  diftruft ;    and,  indeed, 
'    this  was  all  that  Charles  had  acknowledged  to  the  parliament 
•when  he  demanded  fupplies,  and  intimated  his  intention  of 
taking  fifty  (hips  of  the  line  into  commiffion,   befides  the 
cruizers  and    the   fquadron   already   in  the  Mediterranm, 
^or  was  jD^wwif^  fatisfied  with  thefe  infidious  declarations; 
he  complained  of  the 'backwardnefs  of  the  ftates,  in'fiilfl- 
Ingan  article  of  the  late  treaty,  which  refpeded  the  colony 
-in  Surinam^  and  fpecified  fome  caufes  of ^  difference  between 
-the  Englijh  merchants  and  the  Dutch  EtiJl^Jndia  cora|}aRy. 
^The  penfioner  had  too  much  penetration  to  be  deceived  by 
appearances  ;'  he  had  the  beft  intelligence  of  the  tranfadions 
in  the  £r/V/^  cabinet,  and  was  well  infQrmed  of  every  circum- 
^hnce  of  the  negotiation  between  the  courts  of  Frame  and 
'England :   he,  therefore,  confidered  every  change  of  raea- 
fbresas  a  fiep  towards  an  approaching  rupture.     But  he  mot 
dreaded  the  ambitious  proje£b  of  Frana^  as  they  threat- 
ened the  United  Provinces  not  only  with  all  the  horrors  of 
•an  invafion,  but   tho(8^of  domeftic  fadion  and   confuiion. 
The  fmalleft  alarms  on  the  ftde  of  Flanders  would  ftir  up  the 
populace  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  their  former  honours 
to  the  Orange  family ;    than  which  nothing  appeared  more 
A.  D,    dreadful  to  the  penfioner,  in  regard  to  its  confequences  on 
^671,     public  liberty,  and  the  freedom  of  the  republic.     On  the 
other  hand,  (hould  Lewis  purfue  his  defigns,  how  could  the 
provinces  provide  for  their  own  fecurity  without  a  military 
force?    and  how  could  that  force  be  raifed,  regulated,  paid, 
and  difciplined,  while  the  republic  was  divided,  and  the  monc 
popular  party  excluded  from  all  public  employments  ?    Under 
thefe  embarraffments  he  fought  the  friendfliip  of  Spain^  tbo* 
his  advances  were  but  coldly  received,  until  the  joint  vi?ws  of 
Lewis  and  Charles  became  fo  very  apparent,  that  the  Spanijh 
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mmiftry  were  at  laigth  reduced  to  the  n6c«flity  of  ordering  .^;*^it/y  j/. 
Don  Emanuel  de  Lira;  the.  king's  ambaflador  at  the  Hague^  tii)etn 
to  enter  into  a  defenfive  treaty  with  the  republic.     This  af-  Spain  and 
fair  was  conducted   by^  Lira  at^d  count  Monteroy  with  fo  theupnh  . 
great  fecrecy,  that  it  remained  for  foone  time  unknown  tp  A^* 
all  the  powers  in  Europe  befides  the  contra(^ihg  parties  ^« ; 
Both  di  Lira  zti'i  Monteroy  were   the  declared  enemies  of 
France  :    the  former  detefted  the  perfidy  of  her  politics^  the 
ambitious  fchemes  of  her  miniftry,  and  the  infidious  methods 
(he  pra£lifed  to  deftroy  the  liberties  of  Qhriftendom>  and  efta* 
bliih  uniyerfal  empire  r    the  latter  was  the  (on  of  Don  Lewis 
iHaroy  and  confequently  no  friend  to  meafures  erected  upon 
the  foundation  laid    by  cardinal  Aiazarin,    the  implacable 
rival  of  his  family* 

When  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  republic  was  di* 
vulged,  ambafladors  were  fent  from  France  and  England^  to 
ufe  the  utmoft  efforts  to  render  it  void.  France  fpoke  in  a 
high  ftrain  of  authority^  while  the  £ri//^  ambaflador  endea-* 
voured  to  fap  the  foundation  of  the  alliance ;  but  neither  the  ' 
artifice  of  the  one,  nor  theinfolence  of  the  other,  could  pre-* 
vail.  The  court  of  Spain  ordered  Lira  and  Monteroy  to^  pro* 
ceed  in  the  treaty  with  the  republic,  and  ufe  every  method 
to  draw  the  knot  of  union  harder,  and  fo  blend  the  interefts  of 
the  two  nations  as  to  render  them  infeparable.  The  firm*  j-^^^^^z* 
nefs  of  Spain  proved  extremely  encouraging  to  the  ilates ;  hut  parii^s  til 
it  was  no  equivalent  to  the  powerful  league  formed  againfl/^^0^ 
them  between  the  crowns  of  France  and  England^  the  eleflor  winces* 
oiCologn^  and  the  turbulent,  ambitious,  enterprifing,  and 
warlike  Van  Galen^  bifliop  of  Munjier^  who  embraced  every 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  implacable  animofity  to  the  re^^ 
public.  Befides,  the  Orange  fa&ion  openly  efpoufed  the  claims 
of  England^  infixing  that  the  required  fatisfadion  fhould  bs 
given  to  his  majeily^  in  hoped  not  only  of  warding  off  the 
impending  ftorm  from  that  quarter,  but  of  cementing  the 
two  nations  in  a  firi£l  union  of  interefts.  Had  Charles  ftudied 
his  own  digni^ty^  the  good  jof  his  kingdoms,  and  the  interefts 
of  Europe  in  general,  the  faireft  opportunity  now  offered  of 
nipping  in  the  bud  all  the  afpiring  projeSs  of  i^zt;//,  which 
afterwards  filled  Chriftendom  with  blood  and  carnage.  On 
t^e  other  band  the  ftates,  under  the  influence  o{  DeWiU 
fought  to  pacify  the  indignation  of  the  moft  Ghriftian  king^ 
who  highly  refected  the  infolence  of  the  republic,  that  broke 
out  in  various  inftances,  fubfequent  to  the  peace  at  Aix-la- 
Chapellc.     They  made  the  moft  abje£t  fubmiflions;    they 

*^  Sir  William  Tbmple's  Letters,  ibid, 
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difavowed  the  medals  which  had  given  fo  much  offence ; 
and  they  promifed  immediately  to  redrefi  all  his  majefly') 
complaints,  to  remove  from  their  councils  every  perfon  who 
had  incurred  his  difpleafure,  and  to  fqu^e  their  condu£fc  in- 
tirely  by  his  royal  will.  But  Lews  had  another  obje<S  in 
view  befides  the  mere  gratification  of  revenge;  and  this  op- 
pofite  conduA  of  the  two  fa£tion8  was  meant  not  as  com« 
piiments  to  Lewis  and  Charles^  but  as  meafures  to  deftroy 
each  other.  Could  Fratice<  be  appeafed,  the  Orange  family 
muft  remain  in  obfcurityj  and  could  the  king  o(  England 
,  be  gained  over,  there  would'  probably  be  an  end  to  the  in- 

fluence of  the  penfioner  and  his  party.  Neither  fide  ap- 
peared to  have  any  thoughts  of  preferving  the  republic  by  a 
coalition,  or  even  a  fufpenfion  of  their  animoiity,  perhaps 
from  a  convidiion  that  it  was  impracticable ;  and  while  the 
ftates  hefitated  about  making  thefe  fubmiffions  to  Charles 
which  Lewis  refufed,  the  alliance  was  formed  by  which  their 
territories  were  to  be  invaded  by  the  troops  of  France^  Co- 
hgfiy  and  Munjieu  their  commerce  ruined,  and  their  fleets 
deftroyed  by  the  combined  fquadrons  of  France  and  England, 
Nothing  retarded  the  immediate  commencement  of  hoftili- 
ties  but  the  indigence  of  Charles,  who  was  always  receiving 
fupplies  from  his  parliament,  and  always  needy  and  dif- 
trefied. 

Among  the  fchemes  projefled   to  fill  the  royal  coffers, 
one  may  be  regarded- as  a  barefaced  zSt  of  piracy  againft 
the  Dutch,   with  whom   he  had  hitherto  come  to  no  open 
rupture.     The  attempt  was  equally  perfidious  and  unfuccefs- 
fal  :    before  any  decbration  of  war,  and  previous  to  the  de- 
parture  of  Sir  George  Downing  from  x\\t  Hague,  it  was  pro- 
^//rtw//  on  p^^^^  ^^  intercept  the  Dutch  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  from 
*Ti2L^  '  ^^y^^^^  eftimated  worth  two  millions  of  money.     Sir  Ri- 
A  l5.     ^^^*  Holmes  was  fent  in   this  fervice  with  a  fmall  fquadron. 
1672*.     ^"  his  voyage  he  fell  in  with  Spragge,  returning  with  his  fqua- 
dron from  the  Mediterranean  ;    but  refolving  to  monopolize 
the  whole  honour  and  profit  of  this  z&ion  to  himfelf,  he 
concealed  his  purpofe  from  the  other  Britifl)  admiral,  fufFered 
him  to  purfue  his  voyage,  and  thereby  failed  in  the  enter- 
prize,  becaufe  his  ftrength  was  too  inconfiderable.  .  l^an  Nefiy 
who  convoyed  the  merchant  fleet  with  five  men  ol  war,  no 
fooner  defcried  the  EngHJh  flag,  than  he  put  his  little  fqua- 
dron into  an  admirable  pofture  of  defence,     /f^/m^f  attacked 
him  with  great  fury,  and  the  engagement  was  maintained  the 
whole  day  with  equal  valour,   ikiH,  and  obftinacy.    The 
'  fight  was  renewed  in  the  morning,  and  maintained  with  the 
fame  fury,  until  night  feparated  the  combatants.     On  the 
i-^  third 
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third  day  the  adion  was  again  renewed ;  h\xt  Van  Nefs  had 
taken  fuch  meafures,  that  he  now  got  off  with  the  tofs  of 
one  man  of  war  and  four  merchantmen,  which,  however, 
were  funk  and  ufelefs  to  the  enemy,  difappoTnted  in  ail  their 
fanguine  hopes,  and  left  only  the  diflionour  of  having,  unfuc- 
cefsfuHy,  violated  the  moft  folemn  laws  of  nature  and  na- 
tions. The  Dutch  exclaimed  againfi  the  bafenefs  of  an  ac- 
tion which  would  have  difgraced  one  of  the  piratical  ftates 
of  Africa  \  and  the  court  endeavoured  to  reconcile  it  to  the 
public  as  a  cafual  rencounter,  occafioned  by  the  obftinate  re- 
fufal  of  the  Hollanders  to  pay  the  due  honours  to  the  Brittft) 
flag.  HolmeSj  however,  though  he  was  the  inftrument  of 
a  perRdious  attempt,  had  too  much  honour  to  certify  the 
comt  relation  of  the  engagement :  he  even  acknowledged 
that  the  Dutch  admiral  had  adually  lowered  his  topfails  and 
paid  him  the  ufual  compliment. 

By  this  action  the  ftates  were  convinced  they  had  nothing 
to  expe£l  from  CharUs,  and  that  their  diligence  muft  be  re-  England, 
doubled,  in  preparing  for  a  rupture  between  the  two  nations.  ^^^-^^^ 
The  feizure  or  confifcation  of  four  of  their  Eaji-India  (hips  *"'^' 
corroborated  thefe  fentiments,  which  were  foon  confirmed  by 
the  king's  declaration  of  war  againft  the  republic.  In  this 
frivolous  and  impertinent  piece  the  world  is  defired  to  believe 
that  nothing  but  abfolute  neceffity,  a  regard  to  the  liberties 
of  his  fubjefts  and  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  could  have 
driv.en  his  majefty  to  carry  matters  to  extremities  ;  but  the 
cvafions  of  the  ftates  with  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Britijh 
Eafi'lndia  company,  their  refufal  to  fend  home  the  Englijb 
families  fettled  at  Surinam^  agreeable  to  the  treaty  of  Breda^ 
their  denying  to  pay  the  due  honourto  his  flag,  their  ridicu- 
ling the  king  and  people  0^  England  in  arrogant  medals  and 
infcriptions,  had  obliged  him  to  ufe  the  power  delegated  to 
him  by  the  Almighty,  to  check  their  infolence  and  fecure 
the  rights  and  honour  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms.  Two 
very  remarkable  circutfiftance^  were  mentioned  in  this  decla- 
ration ;  viz,  that  the  ftates  had  made  a  propofal  of  acknow- 
ledging the  king's  fuperiority  at  fea,  provided  he  would  join 
them  againft  France^  and  never  ufe  their  conceflions  upon 
this  occafion  as  a  precedent  to  their  difadvantage  ;  and  that 
th€;y  had  fent  to  England  an  ambaflador  extraordinary,  who 
in  pofitiye  terms  refufed  giving  the  fatisfaftion  required,  and 
indeed  promifed  in  former  treaties.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
pretences,  it  is  certain  that  Sir  George  Downing^  when  fent 
to  the  Hague^  was  bound  by  his  inliruftions  not  to  accept 
any  fatisfaSion  after  a  certain  number  of  days  prefcribed  \  a 
method  of  proceeding  in  ambaiEes  always  irregular  and  un- 

ufual^  , 
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ufuaU  efpecially  in  Holland^  where  the  very  nature  of  tK«? 
conftltution  renders  ^11  deliberations  tedipus.  In  a  w^rd^^ 
t}iere  was  fo  much  chicane  and  artifice  in  the  condud  of 
the  minifters,  that  the  whole  people  of  England  clamoured 
againfl:  the  war,  their  antient  animofity  to  the  Dutch  bein^ 
aBforbed  in  their  refentments  againft  the  meafures  of  the  ad- 
miniftration.  As  to  the  Dutchy,  they  anfw^red  the  king's  de- 
claration with  great  propriety  and  ftrength  of  argument,  re- 
futing irrefragably  alinoft  every  article  it  contained.  Thcjr. 
denied  that  the  Englijlj  families  in  Surinam  were  detained,  and 
demonft rated  that  they  had  refufcd  tp  quit  the  colony  :  they  | 
afHrmed,  that  no  tjreaty  had  obliged  their  admirals  Co'  flrike 
fail  on  their  own  coaft  to  an  Englijh  pleafure  boat ;  this  al- 
luded to  the  affair  of  the  yatch  :  they  aiTerted  their  never 
having  countenanced  any  medals,  pictures,  pr  infcriptionsj. 
jefleding  upon  the  king  or  people  of  England :  they  der  j 
clared  it  had  always  been  their  fludy  to  eulcivate  the  friend- 
ihipof  Great-Britain^  to  maintain  their  cngagemisnts,  and 
^0  procure  the  repofe  of  both  nations,  upon  which  their 
commerce   and    the   very   exiftence   of    their   republic  dc- 

J  tended.     Next  they  painted,  in  the  (Irongefl  colours,  the  in-  ; 
qlence  o(  Downing,   the  EngliJI)  minifter  at  the  Hague  \  the  | 
intention  of  the  Englijh  mini  (fry  in  recalling  Sir  JVilliam  fent-  \ 
.    fie^  whp  had  engaged  the  afFe6lion  of  the  ftates^  by  the  juf-  ' 
tice,  hpnour,  and  opennefs  of  his  proceedings,  as  \yell  as  die 
^miablenefs  of  his  charader,    the  iniquitous  attempt  upoiif 
«»  their  Smyrna  fleet,  and  the  infidious  capture  and  unjuft  de- 

tention of  their  Eajl-India  (hipping  *. 

The  court  of  Spain  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  England 
would  ever  come  to  extremities  with  the  Dutch^  and^  enter 
upon  an  iniquitous  war  upon  groundlefs  and  at  beil  but  fri- 
volous pretences.     Even  France  could  hardly  depend  upon  the 
prpmifes  and  engagements  of  a  monarch  incapable  of  con-  ; 
ftancy  and   perfeverance.     Nor  did  the  ftates  imagine  their  1 
.  calamities  were  fo  near  :    all  Europe^  indeed^  flood  aftonifhed  \ 
at  this  thunder- clap,  which  was  the  more  dreadful  as  it  was 
fudden  and  unexpected. 
Prancft  LEWIS  now  entered  upon  the  fcene  of  aSion,  with  fuch 

and  the  ^^  ^i^  ^^  fuperiority,  that  Charles  feemed  little  more  than  the 
other  allies  harbinger  to  ufber  in  the  giant.  His  declaracion  of  war 
declare  againft  the  ftates-general  was  publiftied  in  the  month  o^  A^rili 
(War.  under  the  fuperb  title  of  jin  Ordonnance  by  the  King,  His  mo- 
ney and  influence  had  not  only  drawn  over  the  king  of  £«^- 
Uind  to  his  interefl,  but  he  retained  Sweden  by  his  fubfidicsi 
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&nd  armed  the  other  princes  on  die  frontiers  of  the  United 
Provinces  againft  the  republic.  ^He  did  not  condefcend  to 
fpecify  particulars  ia  his  ordonnaqce  :  it  was  fufficient  that 
the  iafolence  of  the  ftates  had  incurred  his  difpleafure,  and 
raerited  cbaftireoient.     It  was  in  this  lofty  ftile  his  minifter 

*  ib  GremonvilU  talked  to  the  eirtperor  when  he  defired  the 
cpurt  of  Fienna  might  not  interpoie  in  his  quarrel  with  the 
HoUanders.  At  other  Roman  Catholicc  our ts  he  pretended  to 
call  it  a  religious  affair,  reproaching  the  Dutch  with  the 
haoie  of  heretics,  though  be  was  linked  in  the  clofeft  aUi- 
lance  with  a  heretic  monarch;  and  the  head  of  the  Proteftant 
church  i  though  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  were  given 
annually  for  the  friendfliip  of  a  nation  which  had  by  fevered 
iaws  prohibited  the  jefidence  of  Catholics  in  the  kingdom  ( A)l 
Scarce  any  thing  can  convey  a  higher  idea  of  the  power,, 
weighty  and  importance  of  the  republic,  than  a  confidera- 
tion  of  the. variety  of  precautions  taken  by  the  two  kings  be-- 
fore  they  ventured  to  declare  their  hofiile  intentions.  Lewis'i 
power  was  uorivaled  by  land,  and  Charles  might  juftly  regard 
himfelf  as  the  mod  potent  maritime  prince  in  Europe.    Hoi'-. 

^land  was  dividqd  by  faSion  at  home^  and  had  fcarce  time  to 
form  any  folid  meafures  for  the.  Security  of  the  iiate;  yet 
Were  the  eJForcs  of  this  republic  fufficient  to  baffle  all  the  at*  "  ^ 
temptts  of  the  mod  formidable  combination  Europe  hkd  beheld  ^  ^ 
ifince  the  famous  leagiie  of  Cambray^  againft  another  republic; 
contetiiptibre  in  .r^pe<5l  of  power,  grandeur,  and  territory,  to 
her  eiiemies.  The  biihop  of  Mu«/ier  decl^ied  war  ^gainft 
the  Duicby  under  pretence  of  their  having  attempted  to  cor* 
rupt  the  governors  of  his  towns ;  and  the  ele&or  of  Cokgii 
received  a  body  of  French  troops  iiito  his  dominions,  under 
the  pretext  of  providing  foJr  his  oWn  fecurity; 
.  The  commonwealth  of  the  United  Provirices  feetned  now 
to  be  devoted  to  deftru^lion.  Nothing  appeared  cajiabie  of 
fufpendiog  its  fall.  Lewii  was  rtady  with  three  Armies  to 
burft  like  a  torrent  into  the  heatt  of  the  republic's  dominions^ 
while  on  her  fide  there  w^  no  army^  no  gisrieral,  ho  fortifica- 
tions, no  unanimity  tboppofe  the  inundation ;  the  whole  valoui: 
knd  power  of  the  ibte  confiding  in  her  navy,  upon  whicfi  the 
t)enfio.ner  Had  beftowed  all  his  attention.    France  had  no 

(A)    This  feas    the  fubfidjr  iniefpore.     If  the  S^ivedes  took 

paid    to   Snxjedeit  W  the  allies,  the  field,  thd  fubfidy  was  to  be 

for  )iolding  Rerfelf  in  re^dineis  augdented  to  fix  hundred  thoii-  • 

to  act  againft  the  crtiperoi*  or  fond  crowns  (i). 
ihe  empirci  fHduId  they  offer  to 

(i)  LeCierc,  f,  102.     !NMviIle,  f.  iii.  f.  54,  ' 
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Ibdner  veered  round  ^ztkDefflt  loft  his  credit,  a^d  with 
feme  degree  of  reafon,  as  enmity  to  the  prince  of  Orange  ha4 
certainly  carried  him  too  far  in  his  oppofition  to  England^  2xA 
complaUahce  for  the  court  of  France  had  occafioned  his  ex* 
tinguiihing  every  fpark  of  military  fpirit  in  the  republic,  dif- 
banding  the  greater  part  of  the  army,  and  filling  up  alt  com- 
miffions  in  th^  remainder  with  the  fons  and  kinfmen  of  his 
own  friends,  raw  unexperienced  youths,  who  had  never  be- 
held the  face  of  an  enemy.    His  confidence  in  France  pre- 
vented his  a£ling  with  hi^  ufual  vigilance  and  caution.   Fear 
of  giving  offence,  by  fufpicion,  hindered  his  making  prepara- 
Prepara-    tions  againfl  the  impending  invafton.     The  populace  de- 
ti^nsin      manded  that  the  prince  of  Orange^  a  youth  juft  attained  to 
Holland,   the  age  of  manhood,  might  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  if  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  little  better  dif- 
ctplined  than  militia,  merited  that  name.     There  was  no 
refifting  the  voice  of  a  whole  nation ;  De  Wit  yielded,  and 
refolved  to  mtike  one  powerful  effort  by  fea,  while  the  prince 
was  endeavouring  to  augment  the  army,  raife  the  fpirits  of 
the  people,  revive  difcipline,    repair  the  fortifications,    and 
provide  every  necefTary  for  a  Vigorous  refiftance.     The  great  . 
difficulty  was  to  form  a  judgment  where  the  ftorm  would  fall, 
and  where  to  dire<5l  the  flrength  of  the  republic,  which  was 
too  inconfiderable  to  admit  of  being  divided.    Every  thing 
was  kept  fo  clofe  in  France^  that  not  a  fyllable  about  the  ar«  ' 
my  tranfpired  ;  no  letter  was  fufFered  to  pais  into  Holland  that 
contained  the  moft  diftant  hint  of  the  intended  invafion.     It 
was  the  general  opinion   that  the  king  would  lay  fiege  to 
JUdaeftricht :   we  have  (hewn  the  reafons  why  he  declined  this 
tneafure  ^,  and  rather  chofe  to  penetrate  in  three  divifions  into 
the  provinces,  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  forlorn  and  dif- 
pirited  condition  of  the  enemy,  and  by  one  great  effort  de- 
flroy  al]  prefence  of  mind  and  hope  of  refiftance.  Wc  have  fecn 
with  what  rapidity  he  over-ran  the  Netherlands^  and  reduced 
the  Dutch  to  the  neceffity  of  laying  their  country  under  wa- 
ter.   All  Europe  ftood  amazed  at  the  king's  irrefiftible  progrefs, 
while  the  republic  was  given  up  for  loft,  and  without  the  fmall* 
eft  profped):  of  deliverance.     The  preparations  jof  the  ftates 
could  not  keep  pace  with  their  calamities.    The  auxiliaries 
received  from  Flanders  were  juft  fufHcient  to  draw  complaints 
againftthe  court  of  Spain^  from  the  two  allied  kings,  but 
too  inconfiderable  to  do  the  republic  real  fervice.     Tho'  the 
ftates  were  negotiating  ^  treaty  olFenfive  and  defenfive  at  Vienne 
aod  Madrid'^  it  was  probable  their  fate  would  be  determinet 
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htioxi  It  could  talte  place.    They  were  beftdes  harrafled  in 
^ery  frep  by  the  enemy,  and  their  applications  to  the  eIe<^or 
Xif  Brandenburg  stnd  the  princes  di  Lunenburg^  it  was  feared 
would  be  friiftrated  by  the  machinations  of  Lewis^  and  the  ter*  * 
ror  of  the  French  arms «.  '     '       . 

In  this  fituatioh  it  was  hoped  a  bold  pufli  with  the  fleec 
migh^  produce  fome  favourable  change.     The  ibips  of  the 
republic  were  is  ntim^rous,  her  ftores  as  full,  her  mariners  as 
abundant,  atid  her  conimandeh  ais  brave  aiid  experienced  as 
ever :   It  was  thier^fore  refolved  to  feriiploy  theih  in  the  moft 
vigorous  manner  for  thie  pri^fervation  of  the  laft  remains  of 
the  commonwealth.     Ruper  was  accordingly  fent  to  fea  with 
tiinety  (hips  of  war,  and  forty  frigates  and  ftorefhips,  Come-- 
lius  hi  JVit  adding  on  board  as  deputy  from  the  ftates.     The 
firft  intention  was  to  prevent  the  junflion  of  the  French  and 
Bnglijb  fquadrons;  but  this  was  already  efFeded:  the  united 
fleet  lay  at  anchor  in  Sokbay^  under  the  command  of  the  duke 
tifTork^  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  and  the  count  D^E^rees^  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  (hips  of  the  line.    The 
chief  authority  was  vefted  in  the  duke  of  YorAj  who  impru- 
dently affronted  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  for  reprefenting  that  the 
Ibips  lay  in  great  diforder,  and  expofed  to  the  utmoft  danger^. 
if  attacked  in  that  fituation.    He  refufed  ftanding  out  to  fea» 
as  the  earl  advifed ;  and,  indeed,  regarded  nothing  befides  his 
)leafur^,  which  fome  political  Engl'i/b  hiftorians  relate  he  car- 
ied,  on  this  occafion,  to  unufual  excefs.    It  is  certain,  fhe 
Dutch  began  the  attack  early  in  the  morning,  before  the  com- 
iined  fleet  could  be  properly  ranged :  feveral  Ihips  were  forced'    \ 
0  cut  their  cables  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  in  order  to      \ 
orm  the  line ;  and  the  whole  was  in  fuch  confufion,  that  the 
eflels  ran  foul  of  each  other.    Van  Ghent  oppofed  himfetf  to 
be  earl  of  Sandwichi  Who  led  the  van  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
ftoft  dreadful  aftion  enfued,  in  which  the  Dutch  admiral  was 
illed,  after  performing  prodigies  of  valour.      Sandwich  iiif- 
ained  for  a  while  the  whole  weight  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  that 
be  duke  might  have  time  to  reduce  the  reft  of  the  fhips  into 
•rder.     He  deftroyed  a  large  man  of  war  which  had  attempted ' 
0  board  him ;  he  funk  three  fire-lhips,  before  they  approached 
ear  eilough  to  grapple  with  his  rigging,  though  his  whole 
rew  \/as  almoft  killed  or  wounded  :  he  continued  to  ply  his  . 
rtillery  with  unremitting  ardour,  until  another  firefliip  ran 
im  aboard  on  the  quarter.    Even  now  he  might  have  efcaped  ^ 

Qto  another  veflel;  but  he  difdained  to  live  after  the  injury 
one  to  bis  honour  by  the  duke  of  Tori:  bis  fliip  was  blown  ' 
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up,  and'  the  earl  and  every  perfon  on  board  wer^  deftroyedi 
The  benefit  of  the  dirpofition  he  had  nsade  was  felt  after  his 
death:  ^itjofephjordanj  his  vice-admiral,  ftill  purfued  the 
fame  pUn  of  gainmg  the  windward,  and  at  lafl  fucceeded} 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  come  xo  the  afliftanccof  the  duke 
of  Tork^  who  was  hotly  engaged  with  Be  Ruyter.  Now  the 
engagement  was  fo  clofe  for  above  two  hours,  that  the  DutA 
/  admiral  afterwards  declared  it  was  the  moft  obftinate  of  two 
and  thirty  aftions  in  which  he  had  been  concerned*  Both 
fides  fought  like  men  accuftomed  to  difpu^e  the  empire  of  the 
ocean.  The  duke  and  Ruyter  each  ftiifted  their  flags  twice; 
but  the  duke  did  not  return  afterwards  to  the  engagement* 
Night  came  on,  the  battle  was  drawn,  viftory  wa*  claimed 
by  the  EngRJb  and  Duuh  j  but  it  belonged  to  the  latter,  if  we 
may  judge  by  confequences ;  for  Ruyter ^  without  interruptipD, 
convoyed  a  prodigious  fleet  of  merchantmen  fafe  into  the 
Texily  and  overflowed  his  country  with  wealth  on  the 'one 
fide,  while  it  funk  under  the  preflure  of  misfortunes  on  the 
other  (A). 

A  orspuTED  vi£lory,  however,  could  not  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of  JD^  ^//,  as  affafrs  were  then  circumftanced.  He  had 
iiGrprofpe<5l  of  flanding  hjs  ground,  and  fruflrating  the  view3 
of  the  young  prince  of  Orange^  except  jjy  fome  fignsLl  fuccefc 
and  deciflve  blow  on  the  ocean.  To  have  failed  In  thv&y^  was 
to  him  equivalent  to  a  total  defeat,  as  he  knew  it  woqld  be 
impoifible  to  put  the  fleet  again  to  fea  with  fufficient  expedi- 
tion,  to  remedy  the  mifchief  that  arofe  from  the  prefent  diib- 
pbintment.  He  faw  the  French  king  extending  his  cooqu^ 
on  all  fides,  three  provinces  wholly  lubdued,  2ind  Lewis  exer- 
cifmg  not  only  the  power  of  a  conqueror,  but  the  authority 
of  a  fovereign  -,  changing  conftitutions,  enabling  Iaws»  pub* 
hYhing  edi£ts,  creatinjg  magifirate$,  receiving  homage^  an^ 
in  a  word,  transferring  to  himfelf  the  allegiance  due  only  t^ 
the  majefly  of  the  dates  general,  fielieving  longer  reHftancS 
fruitlefs,  and  perhaps  dreading  more  to  become  vaflals  to  the 
princeofOr^wf^  than  tributaries  io  France y  ih^  Love/ieln  fat* 
tion  determined,  as  the  laft  r^fource,  to  appeafe  by  Aipplict*! 

(  A)  Some  French  writers  al-  is,  only  d  few  French  fhips  wejd 

ledge,  that  D*Eftrees  was  hotly  engaged,  and  in  all  probabilim 

engaged  with  his  whole  fqaa-  the  count  had  orders    to  k<jea 

dfon  of  thirty  fhips,  with   the  aloof,    that  the  two   mariiiiBd 

*  diviQofi  cfFfiifiingi  whofe  fire  powers     might     deftroy     cadfl 

he  fuilained  with  the  utmoil  re-,  other.       VdiAire   coufeiles    « 

fcdttUon  and  valonr*    The  truth  much  .(l).     .                            I 

(i)  De^id,  t.  y.  p.  115..    V6h*^kc^  t.  i.  /.  145,  \ 
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tions  the  power  they  were  unable  to  withftand.  Accordingly  They 
deputies  were  dtfpatched  to  Lewis  and  Charles^  with  hopes  implore 
at  leaftof  breaking  their  union,  if  they  ftould  fail  m^ {\xh- peace. 
duing  their  refentments.  On  the  arrival  of  De  Groot  at  the 
J^r^rA  court,  his  propofals  were  demanded ;  but  he  anfwered, 
he  was  come  to  know  the  king's  pleafure,  his  mafters  deem- 
ing it  more  refpe6tful  to  receive  than  to  offer  conditions.  He 
was  told,  however,  that  Lewis  expefted  propofals,  in  which 
the  ilates  fliould  confider  all  that  his  majefty  had  already  con* 
tjuered  as  his  own,  and  make  allowances  for  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  his  arms  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign. 
W^ith  this  anfwer  the  deputy  returned  to  the  Hague^  and  was 
immediately  fent  back  with  full  powers  to  tgeat,  and  conclude 
a  peace  on  the  beft.  terms  that  could  be  obtained.  After  re- 
peated conferences,  Louvois  gave  the  deputy  a  plan  of  pacifi- 
cation, or  rather  the  pretenfions  of  the  king  his  mafter,  upon 
granting  which  he  was  ready  to  return  to  his  former  zmiif 
with  the  republic.  Though  the  apprehenfions  of  the  ftates 
were  fo  extravagant  as  to  offer  that  every  thing  (hduld  be  fur-' 
rendered  to  the  conqueror,  provided  their  liberty,  religion, 
and  fovereign  power  could  be  preferved ;  though  they  offered 
to  cede  the  whole  ffontier,  and  defray  the  expences  of  the  war, 
yet  this  was  infufficient.  Lewis  deitianded  that  the  commo- 
dities of  frame  fliould  be  imported,  free  of  duty,  into  all  the 
provinces ;  that  the  flates  fliould  permit  the  free  exercife  of 
the  Catholic  rdigion,  fhare  the  churches  between  them  and 
the  Proteftants,  and  .appoint  regular  falartes  for  the  Rotnijh 
priefts  ;  that  they  fliould  cede  not  only  all  the  frontier  towns, 
but  Skenk^  Nimeguett^  Knotzemhurg^  part  of  Guelderlandy  the 
iflands  of  Bommel  and  Voorn^  and  the  fdrts  of  St.  Andrew, 
LoDsJiein^  and  Crevecceur\  in  a  word,  that  theyihould  make 
him  as  completely  mafter  of  all  the  provinces,  as  if  they  had 
already  been  conquered  by  the  fword  :  and,  befides,  pay  art 
immenfe  fum  of  money  to  indemnify  his  expences ;  fend  a 
yearly  embafly  to  Paris  with  a  golden  medal,  confefling  the 
flibje6iion  of  the  republic,  and  that  to  the  king  ftie  owed  the 
prcfervafion  of  that  liberty  which  his  anceftors  had  enabled 
her  to  acquire.  Finally,  that  in  the  fpace  of  ten  d^ys  the 
Slates  fliould  figni^y  their  aflent  to  thefe  infolent  propofals,  in 
which  cafe  he^would  withdraw  his  forces  *.  Here  it  is  re- 
markable that  notthe  leaft  mention  was  made  of  England:  we 
Ihall  fee  how  that  court  feemed.  to-be  wholly  direfled  by  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  Lewis.  ^  .     , 

«  Voltaire  Siecle.     Neuville,  "ibid, 
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The  deputies  Tent  to  England  were  met  at  Grave/end^  fer« 
bid  entering  Lwuhn^  and  conveyed  direfily  to  Hamftcn-cmt^ 
where  tbey  met  with  a  very  harlh  reception,  though  they  ex- 
cited the  compaifion  of  a  generous  people,  feduced  into  a 
iinjuft  war  agatnft  a  republic  with  which  they  bad  no  tal 
quarrel.    At  Hampton  they  were  kept  in  a  kind  of  booow- 
.able  confinement,  until  the  pleafure  of  Lewis  (hould  be  kncMvn, 
and  whether  they  were  to  be  favoured  with  an  audience,  or 
upon  what  terms  it  might  be  proper  to  treat  of  an  acGommo- 
Fropofalt   ^^^'^"'    Bifliop  ^«nr// intimates,  that  the  deputies  gave  lori 
pwSih     '^^li^g^on  to  underftand,  that  the  ftates  were  di/pofed  to  ad* 
tbekiisi   vance  the  prince  of  Orangt  to  the  dignity  of  ftadtholder,.afld 
9II  the  other  offices  pofleflTed  by  his  ancefiors,  as  was  phii 
from  their  giving  him  the  intire  command  of  the  army.  Thej 
requefted,  that  his  majefty  would  appoii>t  plenipotentiaries  to 
treat  jointly  of  a  peace  with  the  French  monarch;  and  tbdr 
petition  was  granted,  merely  becaufe  Charles  was  at  a  lo(sin 
what  manner  to  a£l  fingly,  and  before  he  had  his  iofirudioas 
from  Lewis,    The  duke  of  Buckingham  and  lord  Arhngsn 
were  accordingly  nominated  to  attend  ^z  French  king,  at  dm 
lime  with  his  whole  court  at  Utrecht.    It  would  fcem,  lyw- 
ever,  that  though  Charles  did  not  cbufe  to  treat  feparatdyof 
^  peace,  that  he  felt  uneaiinels  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of  his 
ally,  and  at  the  high  ftrain  of  authority  in  which  he  talked  2 
that  he  forefaw  the  intire  conqueft  of  the  provinces  would  be 
a  formidable  accefiion  of  power  tb  Lfwis^  who  might  forget 
his  engagements,  and  think  it  his  intereft  to  have  the  king  of 
England  dependent  on  his  fubjedb.     Befides,  Charles  (hewed 
an  inclination  to*  (bare  in  the  fpoils  of  the  republic.    Poverty 
had  made  him  avaricious,  and  now  was  the  opportunity  of 
gratifying  the  new-born  paffion,  and  of  adminiftring  to  the 
gratification  of  all  his  pleafures.     Holland  was  in  fuch  a  fitiia* 
tion,  that  be  doubted  not  of  procuring  whatever  conditions  he 
Ihould  think  fit  to  prefcribe.     His  demands  were  exorbitant 
In  concert  with  the  court  of  France^  the  plenipotentiaries  deE- 
vered  the  following  preliminaries  to  the  Dutch  deputies:  Tbit 
the  dates  (hould  do  honour  to  the  Britifi  flag,  without  limi»- 
tion ;.  that  whole  fleets  (hould  ftrike  their  colours,,  and  lower, 
their  topfails,  to  any  fingle  king's  (hip  in  the  Briti/h  feas,  or 
on  the  coafts  of  Holland  \  that  his  majefty's  fubjefls  ziSurvm 
(hould  have  liberty  to  quit  the  colony,  on  the  terms  prefcribd 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda  -,  that  all  the  king's  enemies  and  ca- 
lumniators Ihould  for  ever  be  bani(hed  the  republic ;  thatth< 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  defcendants  (hould  enjoy,  by  heredi' 
tary  right,  the  dignities  of  captain  and  admiral  general,  ani 
pf  iladtbolder  of  the  United  Provinces,  in  as  ample  a  manner 
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luf  th^  had  orer  been  held  by  his  anceftors ;  that  a  million  ^ 
flerling  ihould  be  paid  to  the  king,  to  indemnify  the  charges  of 
the  war,  as  well  as  ten  thpufand  pounds  annually^  merely  for  li- 
berty to  fifli  in  the  Britijh  Teas  ;  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  ikould  ' 
immediately  be  fet  on  foot,  wherein  all  his  majefty's  claims, 
fie/peding  the  affairs  of  India^  (hould  be  acknowledged,  with- 
out contradidion  ;v  and  that  the  ifles  of  Valcherm^  Xladfanti  Go* 
reeymA  Foortty  with  the  town  and  cattle  of  Sluys^  and  their 
dependencies,  ihould  be  put  into  the  king  of  EnglamPs  hands, 
by  way  of  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  the  feveral  articles 
of  this  treaty  ^, 

Grievous  as  thefe  terms  were,  to  the  prince  of  Orange 
alone  it  was  owing  they  were  not  accepted.     He  had  infufed 
fuch  a  fpirit  into  the  people,  that  on  him  depended  the  alter* 
native  bf  embracing  or  rejeding  the  propofals.    Nor  were 
the  allied  kings  ignorant  of  this.    They  addrefled  themfelves 
chiefly  to  him :  they  knew  his  ambition,  and  they  plied  him  on 
that  fide  with  all  the  batteries  in  their  power,  fully  convinced, 
that,  in  the  end,  he  muft  yield  to  the  temptation.    The  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  provinces  was  prefented  to  his  view,  to  dazzle 
his  eye»  with  the  luftre  of  the  objed;  but  fVtllianCs  ambition 
afpired  higher.     Eager  to  become  the  faviour  of  his  country, 
be  fpurned  the  thoughts  of  trampling  on  her  liberties,  at  a 
time  when  fhe  mod:  wanted  his  affifiance  ^  he  defpiied  owing 
his  elevation  to  tyrants,  and  facrificing  his  honour  and  inte- 
grity to  the  petty  reward  of  a  tributary  fovereignty.    He  called 
to  mind  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain :  the  ex- 
ample was  recent,  ftriking,  and  fufficient  to  deter  any  infe- 
rior prince  from  relying  upon  the  friendfliip,  the  equity,  or 
the  gratitude  of  a  povrerful  monarch,  whofe  ambition  grafped 
at  fubjeding  all  the  neighbouring  powers.    Full  of  thefe  he- 
roic fentiments,  he  declared  he  would  defend  the  liberties  of 
his  country,  or  perilh  in  the  laft  dyke.    The  fpirit  of  the 
prince  infufed  life' and  vigour  into  his  party ;  and  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  inflaming  the  paffions  of  the  populace  agaiaft 
the  penfxoner  and  his  brother,  who  had  now  become  the  ob- 
jects of  hatred  and  execration,  on  account  of  their  adherei^ce 
to  France.    To  this,  and  the  fubje<3ion  in  which  the  houfe 
of  Orange  was  kept,  were  all  the  mbfortunes  of  the  common- 
wealth attributed.     In  their  moft  profperous  condition  the 
vulgar  panted  for  a  ftadtholder,  with  the  glitter  of  whofe  au- 
thority they  were  dazzled  :  in  adverfity,  they  knew  no  other 
relief  than  from  an  application  to  the  defcendants  of  thofe  he-» 
roes  who  had  by  perfeverance,  valour,  and  magnanimity,  re-   '   , 

^  RafiNi  Smollet,  Temple,  &e. 
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fcued  the  ftate  from  thie  infelenC  domtnion  of  the  houfe  of 
Aufiria^  and  eftabliihed  rdigton  and  Hberty  on  a  folid  bafis* 
^uvtttk      '    ^^'  penfioner  ie  Wit  was  d^eemed  the  fourcetsf' th6  firong^ 
a/  ib9       tide  of  public  calamity,  that  now  flowed  with  a  Tiolence  fuf- 
Hagne,  in  ^cient  to  overwhelm  the^ conftitution.    He  inherited  no  titles,^ 
mjhich  the  no  royal  blood,  from  his  anceftors  :  his  nobility  aroie^folely^ 
de  Wits     from  merit,  inflexible  virtue,  and  vaft  abilities :  but  he  wa^ 
are  maf-    f|ibje<3  to  the  frailties  of  humanity.     Hfe  ftaunch  republican 
jacrtd.  ^    principles,  and  oppofition  to  the  afpiring  views  of  the  houfe  of 
Orange^  obliged  him  to  fall  into  an  eiltreme  equally  dangerous 
to  hjs  country.     His  enmity  to  the  king  of  Englandy  and  the  \ 
priiice  his  nephew,  threw  him  into  the  arms  of  Lewis^  by 
whom  he  was  tiow  deferted  and  betrayed.    Intheflill  lufire 
of  profperity,  the  peniioner  was  envied  and  admired  ;  in  his 
decline,  he  was  loaded  with  the  execrations  of  a  people,  who 
placed  to  his  account  that  their  commerce  was  a  prey  to  the 
Englijby  that  their  town  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  Frtncb^  the 
dignity  of  the  republic  loft,  end  public  liberty  and  Fe}igio0   ' 
tottering.    He  was  prefumed  to  be,  as  a  Dutch  writer  ex- 
prcUcssit,  theywfljof  the  ftate,  whom  by  throwing  over- 
board the  ftorm  would  be  app<eafed.     A&uated  by  thefe  pre- 
judices the  provinces  fell  into  the  moft  violent  ferment :    the 
dregs  of  the  people    buoyed  up  to  the  furface,  floated  like 
fcories  upon  the   fuperficies,  and  dilated  to  their  mafters. 
The  ftates  were  difregarded,  the  whole  hope  of  the  public 
centered  in  the  houfe  of  Ormge^  and  the  univerfal.  cry  was  a 
ftadtholder.     Every  voice  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  perpe- 
'    tual  edid, :  by  which  they  hsd  engaged,  upon  oath,  never  to 
acknowledge  the  prince  oi Orange  as  governor- general,  or  to 
Vcft  hrm  with  the  dignities  pofleflcd  by  his  anceftors.      The 
two  brothers,  John  and  Cornelius^  ft  ill  continued  to  pppofe 
the  repeal  from  rtotives  of  true  patfiotifm  :  they  faw  the  mad- 
jiefs  of  the  people,  and  apprehended  tliat,  in  the  tranfports  of 
their  zeal  for  the.pritice,  they  might  difpofc  of  their  liberty^ 
an^  by  one  aft  of  indifcretion  afFord  matter  cf  perpetual  in- 
quietude.    At  Jefrgth  the  populace  broke  through  allreflrainr. 
At  VerU  where  Cornelius  de  JVit  was  mcienr  burgooi after, 
the  citizens  ran  to  aims,  invited  the  prince  of  Orctige  to  come 
thither,  aijd. forced  the  magfflrates  to  inveft  him  v.ith  all  the 
dignities  belorgin'g  to  his  family.     Five  days  after  {^jtme  30) 
the  feme  fcene  was  aikd  at  Rotterdam^  AmJUrdcm.,  the  Hague^ 
Middleburg^  and  in  general  through  all  the  provinces.     Nor 
did  the  popular  fuiy  ftop  here:  they  purged  the  public  offices 
'   of  ajl  difagreeable  per fons,  called  upon  the  prince  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  introduced  into  the  magiftracy  all  the  adherents  cf 
kis  family,  and  infilled  that  their  own  deputies  ihould  have 
' '     •  '  ^    •   •  "  ■     "  leax^ 
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fcafs  in  the  adminiftration,  contrary  to  the  furidarnental  Iaw5 
of  the  conftitution.     At  Amfterdam  the  populace  were  hi  con- 
tinual tumults.    In  one  riot  the  magiftrate  equivalent  to  high 
IherifF  was  wounded,  and  a  burgomafter  carried  off  in  triumph, 
infulted,'  and  confined  prifoner  in  the  towi-houfe.     At  Dort 
the  pi&UTes  and  ftatues,  erected  in  honour  of  Cornelius  de  Wiu 
were  pulled  down  and  brokert.    Thcif  rage  againft  both  the 
brothers  was  inexpreifible ;  btit  it  feems  to  have  rifen  to  the 
grcatcft  height  againft  C>rw////j,  who  had  firft  refufed  to  fign 
the  inftrument  whereby  the  {)rincc  was  elevated  to  the  ftadt- 
holderihip.     John  de  f Pit  hzdy  between  refentmeht  and  dc? 
fpair,  refigned  the  office  of  penfioner,  after  having  been  af* 
faulted  by  four  ruffians/ and  Ijcft  for  dead  in  the  ftreet.    Thcj 
gallant  de  Ruyter  was  attacked  in  the  fame  manner  at  Amjier* 
4otn ;  and  Cornelius  de  Wit  was  befet  in  his  own  houfe,  and, 
being  confined  to  his  fick-bed,  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
prote£ted  by  his  fervants.     It*  was  a  fhort  time  after  that  tht$' 
boneft  patroit  was  accufed,  by  an  infamous  barber^  of  having 
offered  him  thirty-two  thoufand  guelders  for  attempting  the 
life  of  the  prince  of  Orange.    The  charge  was  improbable 
find  abfurd  ;  but  the  times  favoured  the  accufer^  and  prevented 
the  magiftrates  from  doing  juftice  to  the  accufed.    So  ftrong 
was  the  current  of  faflion,  that  the  judges,  intimidated  by 
menaces,  were  forced,  againft  their  conviiftion,  to  condemn . 
fcim  to  the  torture,  to  confifcatc  \i\%  eftatc,  diveft  biip-  of  his 
dignities  and  employments,  and  fentence  him  to  perpetual 
^anifhment.    His  ccmftancy  never  Ihrunk  under  the  mofi  ex* 
^ruciating  pains,  which   he  bore  with   unfhaken  foititiKle, 
protefting  his  innocence;  and  at  every  refpite  from  the  pangs 
pf  torture,  repeating  that  beautiful   ode  of  Horacey  begin- 
ning with  Jujium  ^  ienacem  propoftii  virum.     His  brother  the 
penfioner,  with  truly  fraternal   affeSion,  not.  only  counte- 
nanced him  through  the  whole  proceeding,  wiped  away  his 
tears,  and  confoled  him  in  his  adverfity,  but  determined  to 
(hare  his  misfortunes,  by  accompanying  him  in  his  exile*. 
While  he  was  vifiting  him  in  prifon,  the  deluded  multitude 
affembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  broke  open   the  prifon-> 
doors,  dragged  out  the  unfortunate  brothers,  embrued  their 
favage  bands  in  the  blood  of  thofe  fons  of  liberty,  who  had 
^lerited  fo  well  of  their  country,  and  treated  their  dead  bodies 
with  the  moft  inhuman  indignity  (A).  True 

;  *  Neuville,  ibid.     Basmage  lotrodoft     Lb  Clerc,  p.  93. 
Gazette  Amfter.  N"  104. 

(A)  Mod;  writers  have  re-  the  popular  r^e  was  apppafed, 
lated,  that  with  this  (acrifice  and.  traL<juility  once  more  re- 
"       '  ■ "  iiored ; 
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The  elevstfion  of  the  prince  of  Orange  was  almoft  an  im- 
•         mediate  confequtnce  of  the  tragical  end  of  his  two  greateft 


flored ;  bat  the  opinion  is  er- 
roneous. Like  the  waves  of 
the  fea,  their  paffions  rolled  high 
after  die  tempeft  had  ceafed. 
When  the  crimiiial  magiflrate 
at  the  Hague  had  defir^  and 
obtained  leave  of  the  prince 
of  Orange^  to  make  inquiry  af- 
ter the  principal  adors  in  this 
tragedy;  and  for  that  purpofe 
asked  their  names  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  burghers»  the  people 
replied*  HWe  are  all  guil^; 
««  ifyouarediflatisfiedwithoar  i 
**  condudi  you  (hall  (hare  the 
«<  fame  fat^"  They  even  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  depofe  him 
immediately  from  his  office,  in 
refentment  of  the  compaffion 
he  had  ihewn  for  the  deceafed 
virtuous  patriots.  For  the  rea- 
der's farther  iatisfadion  we  ihall 
beg  leave  to  fubjoin  the  follow- 
ing natural  and  afiefling  |ic- 
coant  of  a  tranfadion,  which 
will  always  be  regarded  as  a 
inaterial  incident  in  the  annals 
pf  human  nature,  and  perufed 
ivith  that  eager  curiofity  which 
HCGompanies  tragical  events  and 
fi:enes  of  horror  and  bloodlhed. 

<  I  tremble  when  I  take  pen  in 

<  hand  to  acquaint  you  with 

*  the  fad  fpeftacle  here  exhi- 

*  ted  in  the  perfoos  ofCornetius 

*  and  John  de  IVit^  the  former 

*  having  the  fame  day  received 

<  fentence,  whereby  he  was  de- 
^  dared  incapable   of  holding 

*  any  employments  in  the  fiate, 
«  and  banifhed  for  ever.  The 
'  barber  who  accufed  him  be- 
^  ing  fet  at  liberty,  went  up  and 
f  down  the  flreets,  telling  the 

*  people  that  Corneliuses  puniHi- 
f  ment  was  by  no  means  ade« 


enemies, 

qnate  to  the  heinous  nature 
of  his  crime.  About  the 
fame  time  the  peniioner  de 
Wit  going  in  his  coach  to  the 
prifon  to  carry  away  his  bro- 
ther, they  were  both,  as  they 
were  coming  away,  flopt  by 
the  watch,  who  would  have 
difcharged  their  mulkets  upoa 
them,  had  they  not  imme- 
diately retired  to  the  prifon. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  people 
being  highly  diflktisfied  with 
the  lenity  of  the  above  fen- 
*~tence,  and  it  being  reported 
that  the  boors  were  coming,  1 
with  no  good  intention,  to  1 
the  Hague^  the  drums  were 
beat  for  aiTembling  the  burgh- 
ers under  arms.  Six  compa- 
nies polled  themfelyes  before 
the  prifon-doors,  where  they 
contmued  almoft  the  whole 
day,  when  they  began  to 
breakdown  the  priibn-doors, 
notwithftanding  three  troops 
of  horfe  were  drawn  out  to 
prevent  difbrder.  Thefe  die 
bufghers  kept  off  .with  their 
pikes,  aftbrwards  obliged 
them  to  retire,  then  broke 
into  the  prifon,  dragged  out 
the  brothers,,  wounded  them 
in .  divers  places,  trampled 
them  under  foot,  and  iguo- 
miniouHy  dragged  the  dead 
bodies  round  the  itreets.  Firft 
their  two  fingers,  which  they 
had  held  up  at  fwearing  to 
the  perpetual  edi£t,  were  cut 
off,  and  their  ears,  which 
were  taken  up  by  (bme  boys 
and  prefented  as  a  gift  to  the 
firft  perfon  they  met  of  diflinc- 
tio;i.  After  this  they  hung 
the  dead  bodies  by  the  heels, 
<  on 
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«n£inits.    He  was  promoted,  with  all  poffible  demonfirations 
of  joy  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  to  the  whole  adminiftration 
of  HoUand  and  Zealand.     Utrecht^  Guelderlandy  and  Overyjfel^ 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  young  prince  John-- 
Cqfimir  of  Naffau^  now  under  the  guardianfhip  of  his  mother, 
liad  already  been  in  pofleiEon  of  the  government  of  Friejland 
and  Groningtun.    But  the  infolence  of  the  ^populace  did  not 
fubiide  with  this  favourable  change  of  meafures.      Their 
,  profperity  rather  increafed  their  arrogance.    hxAmfterdam  the 
following  demands  were  pofted  up  on  the  exchange :  That 
the  colonels,  captains,  and  other  officers  of  the  burgomafters» 
be  immediately  calhiered^  and  their  commiffions  be*  given  to 
fuch  perfons  as  the  prince-ftadtholder  {hall  judge  worthy  :  that 
henceforward  none  of  the  burgomafters  fliall  be  appointed  di- 
rectors df  the  Eaji  India  company,  and  that  thofe  who  at  pre- 
fent  enjoy  that  office  be  cafhiered :    that  an  account  of  all 
money  received  and  expended  be  laid  before  the  burghers : 
that  all  the  privileges  of  the  burghers,  refpe£ling  the  liberty 
of  iifliing  round  the  towns,  l^e  confirmed :  that  thofe  who  re- 
fufe  to  accede  to  thefe  conditionis,  fhall  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  de  ^/x  were  at  the  Ha^uf :  and  that  whoever 
iball  prefume  to  pull  down  this  writing,  may  expe£i  imme- 
diate caj^ital  pimifbment.    In  a  word,  the  power  of  the  nobi- 
lity was  everywhere  the  objed  of  jealoufyi  and  the  great 
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'  on  a  gibbet,  their  deaths  be- 

*  ing  all  torn  off,  and  their  fiefh 

*  mangled  in  a  barbarous  man* 

*  ner^   every   One  ftriving  to 

*  come  in  for  a  piece,   which 

*  they  afterwards  fold  up  and 

<  down  the  tqwn.    One  joint 
f  of  a  finger  fold  for  twelve  fti- 

*  vers,  a  whole  finger  for  fifr 

*  teen,  a  pieco  of  an  ear  for 
^  twenty-five  fUvers,  and  fo  in 

<  proportion.     In  this  manner 

<  the  bodies  remained  hanging 
f  till  midniriit,  expofed  to  the 

<  brutal    inlolence    and    mofe 

*  than  fava^e    cruelty  of   the 
'  mob,  when  feveral  perfons  in 

^  difguife    came  and  removed ' 

<  them.      A    fadder    fpe^acle 

*  hath  never  been  feen  in  this 

*  or  any  other  country.     It  is 

<  faid,  that  a  woman  coming 
I  f;-pm   Schivelingif    being    iq;- 


'  formed   of  what   had   hap- 

*  peiied,   fell  upon  her  knees 

*  and  thanked  God  for  it;    fo 

*  ftrqngly  were  the  people  cn- 
<  raged  againft    two  patriots, 

*  whofe  names  will  be  tranf* 

*  mitted  with  thofe  of  the  moft 

*  renowned  heroes  to  the  latelt 

*  pofterity/  Nothing,  indeed, 
can  more  flrongly  charadlerize 
the  cool  deiiberate  phlegmatic 
barbarity  of  the  people  than 
this  fimple  .  narration,  which 
bears  all  the  marks  of  authen- 
ticity, We  have  in  a  former 
volume  given  oar  fentiments 
upon  the  fhare  the  prince  of 
Orange  probaby  had  in  this  hor- 
rible tranfadion.  It  would  b^ 
difagreeable  and  unneceflary  tp 
repeat  tmths  which  bear  llard 
upon  the  memory  of  that  great 
fpldier  and  fiatefman. 
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defign  feems  to  have  been,  to  (hare  the  go^ermnent  betweeh 
the  ftadtholder  and  the  populace.    Whatever  demands  were 
made  by  the  people,  the  prince  immediately  granted/  All  au- 
thority was  veiled  in  his  highnefs,  the  ftatcs  were  fcarce  ever 
named,  the  legiflative  and  executive  power  werewholly^it  his 
mercy,  and  the  conftitution  feemed  intireiy  unhinged. 
fbi  fiadt'     '^^^  ^^  8^^  eflFcd  which  this  change  of  meafures  pra- 
boUeren-   duced,  was  the  putting  an  immediate  ftop  to  the  treaty  with 
fourages     France.     At  an  extraordinary  ailembly  of  the  fta'tes,  afiembled 
tbiftafes    merefy  for  the  fake  of  form,  the  young  ftadtholder  reprc- 
to  profeatte  fented,  in  a  fpeech  that  held  three  hours,  the  pernicious  con- 
ffo  wwr.    fequences  of  accepting  the  terms  propofed  by  Lewis  :  he  en- 
couraged them  to  hope,  that  valour  and  .perfevcrance  would 
be  able  to  triumph  over  all  difficulties,  and  yet  lefcue  their 
liberties :  he  demonfirated  the  poflibility  of  raiftng  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  for  the  enormous  expence  of  the  war ;  and  con- 
cluded with  obferving,  that  too  great  a  price  could  not  be 
paid  for  the  fecurity  of  religion  and  liberty.     His  knowledge 
was  fo  extenfive,  his  judgment  fo  folid,  his  arguments  fo  ir- 
refragable, his  calculations  fo  Aear,  and  his  nervous  manner 
io  animating,  that  the  ftates  appeared  at  the  fame  time  aftb- 
nifhed  and  convinced.    New  fpirits  feemed  to  flow  through 
every  department  of  the  government;  all  were  infpired  with 
courage  and  hope  from  the  intrepidity  and  cool  valour  of  die 
voung  ftadtholder :    that  grief  and  defpondency  which  had 
long  clouded  every  fece,  were  now  difpelled  befa-e  the  radiance 
of  hta  rifing  fun  :  they  recovered  the  faculty  of  rccollcftion, 
which  feemed  to  be  buried  under  their  misfortunes,  and  all 
began  to  exert  themfelves  with  vigour  in  defence  o^  their 
country.     Wife  deliberations  paved  the  way. to  vigorous  refb«* 
lutions ;  the  propofals  of  the  two  kings  were  r^Sed,  the  de- 
puties recalled,  and  every  neceflary  difpofition  n)ade  for  d<^ 
fending  themfelves  to  the,  laft  extremity.    It  was  even  re- 
folved,  rather  than  fubmit,  to  tranfport  themfelves,  their  fami- 
lies, and  eflPedls  to  the  Eaft' Indies^  where  the  diligence  and 
providence  of  this  republic  would  appear  to  have  fecured  \ 
retreat  againft  the  greateft  calamities. 
A.  D.      •   By  this  time  fev^ral  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  alarmeA 
1673.     at  the  rapidity  of  the /VvwA  conquefts,  began  to  arm  for  the 
protection  of  the  republic  ;    and  the  prince  of  Orange  bad 
made  fwprifmg  efforts  to  affemble  an  army  capAle  of  taking 
tKe  field.    His  firft  attempt  was  on  Naerden ;  but  the  vigilance 
of  v^7irtQh^\  Luxemburg  rendered  it  unfucceTsful.     Siill,  how- 
ever^ the  chief  hopes  of  Holland  centered  in  the  Englijk' psa^' 
llament,  which  it  was  believed  would  thwart  the  king's  incli- 
i^auoiis,  oblige  him  to  break  ofF  from  Lewisy  and  purfue  the 
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Ral  intereft  of  the  n^on.  This  expedation,  though  well  . 
fpunded,  proved  vain,  as  was  foon  perceived  by  the  new  levies 
mzit\n£nglandi  ^nd  the  vaft  armament  fent  to  fea  under 
the  conduit  of  prince  ^«^/r/,  the  earl  of  Offhry:,  and  Sir  Ed^ 
ward  Spraggt^  who  immediately  joined  the  French  fquadron 
commanded  by  d*Etrees.  It  was  now  that  the  projeil  was 
formed  of  invading  Zealand.  A  confiderable  body  of  land- 
forces  were  put  on  board  the  fleet,  and  fuch  difpofitionsmade 
as  threatened  the  republic  with  unavoidable  deftruilion.  Ne- 
ver did  any  plan  bid  fairer  for  fuccefs.  The  Dutch  fleet  was 
not  yet  put  to  fea ;  the  prince  of  Orange  could  poflibly  make 
no  detachn^nt  from  his  little  army,  already  greatly  inferior  to 
the  enemy ;  the  coafi  was  covered  with  the  ibips  of  the  in« 
vaders,  and  nothing  appeared  to  give  them  any  interruption  t 
but  it  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  interpofe  in  defence  of 
this  injured  and  cpprefled  republic.  A  tempeft  came  on^ 
which  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fliore,  and  forced  them,  in 
^  ihattered  condition^  to  (belter  themfelves  in  their  <;>wn  ports. 
Nor  was  this  all :  the  fame  ftorm  which  had  removed  danger^ 
brought -the  mod  ieaibnable  relief  to  the  provinces^  In  the 
abfence  of  the  combined  fquadrons,  a  large  fleet  of  Indi(^ 
mercbant'fliips,  richly  laden,  entered  the  Texel^  and  added 
serves  to  all  the  operations  of  war,  and  meafiiresof  defence^ 
Twice  in  the  fame  war  the  ftates  were  faved  from  c^tain 
ruin,  by  the  immediate  interpofuion  of  the  hand  of  the  Al^ 
mijghty.  Luxemburg  was  on  his  nnarch  over  the  ice  to  attack 
4mjifrdam  and  the  Hague^  when  a  fudden  thaw  had  almoft 
r'uined  himfelf  and  his  army.  To  proceed  was  impoifible$ 
to  return  was  attended  with  a  thoufand  difficulties,  had  the 
Dutch  o&ctx  of  a  fort  flood  firm,  and  difcharged  his  duty: 
l^ut  his  cpwardice  opened  the  way  to  the  May  of  Luxemiurgf 
who  was  equally,  afloniibed  at  the  coodu£l  of  bis  daftardly 
^nemy^  and  his  own  good  fortune.  Th^fe  are  events  which 
the  republic  has  caufe  to  remember  with  gratitude  and  admi- 
ration*. 

At  this  time  fcarce  a  fihgle  power  in  Europe^  of  any  cOnfi- 
deration,  purfued  its  real  intereft,  ^  The  policy  of  all  was  falfe 
and  delufive.  France  graiped  at  fo  much,  that  there  Was  dan- 
ger of  exciting  a  cprobjnaiion  of  e«€mies,  who  would  defpoil 
her  of  all  her  coniqueAs,  and  leave  her  feeble>  exhaufled,  and 
emaciated,  with  the  lofs  of  blood  and  treafure  fpent  in  the 
ftuitlefs  puffuit  of  ideal  projeds,  England  s^Sed  in  dire^a  op- 
pofition  to  common  fenfe  in  joining  France^  and  endeavouring 
to  exalt  the  houfc  of  Bourbcn  above  that  oiJufiria.    The  em-  ^ 
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perbr,,thc  empire,  and  Spainy    loft  many  opportunities  tt 
tefcuing  Europe  from  the  impending  bondage.    Their  Cediotis 
deliberations  {\xStvti Lewis  to  acquire  ftrength,  Holland  xa  bt 
reduced  to  the  laft  gafp,  and  the  foundation  of  a  bloody  ge- 
neral war  to  be  laid,  when  one  feafonable  vigorous  effort 
would  have  checked  thfe  pride  of  Franco^  and  fecured  the  tfah^ 
quiljity  of  Euf-ope.    HoUand  herfeif  committed   the  grofleft 
blunders.    At  iirft  her  whole  attention  was  given  to  her  ma^ 
rine,  and  the  means^of  o^i^tmg  Englandy  though  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  avoid  feeing  a  ftorm  gathering  in  another  quirter* 
She  connefled  herfelf  with  France^  relied  iipon  the  faith  of 
treaties,  ^nd  (hut  her  eyes  to  all  confequences.    Now,  hit)W- 
ever,  (he  determined  to  repair  her  et^rors  by  a  feriei  of  the 
moft  fpirited  condud.    Ruytir  was  Cent  tO  fea  with  a  power- 
ful Heet  in  queft  of  the  Engll/h^  whom  he  found  on  the  coafl 
of  Holland^  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert.     Before 
the  adlion  the  Frenth  fquadron  had  joined  the  prince;  butiSii^- 
Ur  was  riot  deterred  from  hispufpofe.    He  made  the  fignal  td 
attack,  bore  down  with  the  moft  undaunted  refolution,  an4 
maintained  an  obftinate  bloody  engagement  with  his  ufuaf 
intrepidity  and  condud.    The  fleets  parted  before  viftory  de- 
clared in  favour  of  either  fide,  though  both  claimed  an  advan- 
tage. '   They  put  into  their  ports  to  refit,  and  ibpn  appeared 
dgain,  with  intention  to  fini(h  the  difpute  more  deci(ively« 
On  the  fourteenth  of  yune  they  met  a  fecond  time  off  Flujh^ 
ingy  and  began  to  cannonade  with  great  fury ;  but  were  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  a  general  engagement  by  tempeftuous 
weather.    Prince  Rupert  was,  indeed,  fuppofed  to  be  aver(e  to 
the  war,  and  for  that  reafon  lefs  eager  to  exert  himfelf  than 
ufual,  agreeable  to  his  impetuous  courage  and  well-known 
ardour.     Ruyter  would  have  come  to  an  engagement ;  but  the 
prince,  being  dcftitute  of  faany  neceiTaries,  had  retired  into 
port,     pe  was  no  fooner  fupplied  than  he  again  appeared  on 
the  coall  of  Holland^  and  was  attacked  by  de  Ruyter  and  Fan 
TroMy  now  perfe<ftly  reconciled  by  the   mediation  of  the 
ftadtnolder,  who  laboured  to  unite  all  parties. in  the  fervicc  of 
their  country.    The  aftion  was  fcarce  begun  when  each  of 
the  Dutch  admirals  fmgled  0[ut  the  commanders  of  the  com- 
bined fleet.     De  Ruyter  oppofed  himfelf  to  the  prince.  Fan 
Tromp  engaged  Sir  Edward  Spragge^  and  rear-admiral  Bron^ 
kert  attacked  dEtrees^  the  French  admiral.    Never  did  greater 
emulation  appear  between  the  officers  of  the  different  nations: 
all  fought  with  that  regulated  ardor,  and  determined  courage, 
which  diftinguifees  true  military   genius.     Bronkert  (hot  a- 
head  of  ihc  French  divifion,  feparated  prince  Rupert  from  the 
^ivifion  of  Sir  John  Chichely,   and  clofed  him  between  two 
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fires ;  RufUr  plying  him  with  fury  on  the  one  tiie^  viflxiXt  HM 
rear  adix^iral  attacked  him  on  the  other.    Though  quite  fur- 
rounded,  Rupert  fought  with  undaunted  valour  and  prefence 
of  mind,  which  feemed  to  rife  with  the  danger.    After  feveral 
defperate  efforts,  he  at  length  extricated  himfelf ;  and  Joining 
Chichefyj  bore  down  to  the  affiftance  o^  Spragge^  almoft  over*' 
powered  \>y  FanTromp.    He  had  (hifted  his  flag  from  the 
Royal  Prince^  in  which  he  had  fought  until  the  (hip  was  beat 
to  pieces  with  the  enemy's  (hot.     He  then  engaged  in  the 
St,  Giorgi^  and  fought  her  while  (he  could  fwim  \  but  going 
in  the  pinnace  to  fhift  his  flag  on  board  a  fre(h  (hip,  be  was 
ftink  by  a  cannon-ball  ^^  after  having  gained  the  efteem  and  ad- 
miration of  all  men  by  his  gallant  behaviour.    Van  Tromp  had 
been  in  much  the  fome  (ituation :  he  had  twice  (hifted  his  flag^ 
after  his  (hips  had  been  difabled ;  and  at  laft  bore  fo  hard  upon 
the  earl  of  O^rjr,  who  fucceeded  Spragge^  that  he/orced  him 
to  retire.   Englijh  writers  however  alledge,  that  had  the  FrmA 
obeyed  prince  Ruptrfs  ftgnal  to  engage,  when  he  put  the 
Dutch  fleet  in  confufion  by  his  fireOiips,  the  vidory  would 
have  been  undifputed.    This,  however,  is  conjecture;  and  all 
that  we  know  for  certain  is,  that,  finding  himfelf  extremely 
roughly  handled,  he  collected  his  ftraggled  (hips,  and  hauled 
o(F  to  the  Englijb  coafl.    Ruyter  was  greatly  carcfled  for  his 
conduA:  the  ftadtholder  wrote  him  a  letter  of  thanks  with 
bis  own  hand,  though  he  had  been  the  inveterate  enemy  of 
his  family,  and  the  faft  friend  of  the  peniioner  de  Wit  (A)* 
Happily,  indeed,  the  fpirit  of  party  feemed  now  extingui(hed, 
and  all  men  united  in  the  common  defence  of  their  countiy. 
£v£&Y  thing  began  tp  take  a  turn  favourable  to  Hollands 
Spain  renewed  her  alliance  with  the  ftatcs,  was  raifing  an 
army,  and  upon  the  point  of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  France, 
The  egiperor  had  fent  the  famous  Mdntecuculi  into  the  field, 
to  oppofe  his  great  rival  Turennti     The  eledor  o^  Branden- 
htirg  was  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  making  a  diveriion 
in  I  favour  of  the  republic ;  and  the  prince  of  Orange  took 
Naerdin^  and  by  a  feries  of  mafterly  motions,  and  judicious 
encampments,  left  all  the  French  generals  behind  him,  joined 
the  Impevialifls,  and  invefied  and  reduced  Bonne  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  days.     The  bifhop  of  Munjier  had  been  driven  out 

*»  Lb  Clbrc,  ibid.    Volt.  ex.     Smollet,  b.  vii.  c.  ii. 

(A)  It  Wis  after  this  battle     ♦  half  the  glory  which  <^ '/?»y/^ 
.hat  d'Etrees  wrote  to  ^l .  Colbert^     *  has  obtained  ( i )  / 
'  I  would  have  fold  my  life  for 

(l)  Voltaire,  f.  i.  p.  1 50. 
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*  tit'Gronifigen^  and  feveral  places  id  the  eledorate  of  Calofiit:^ 

and  forced  to  receive  JD^^i&garrifdns;  in  confequence  of  wbicii 
Lewis  was  forced  to  abandon  all  bis  conqtiefis,  and  withdraw 
his  army  from  tjie  provinces^  the  communication  being  cut 
bff  with  France:  Immediately  upon  this  event  the  king  of 
Sweden^  feeingphe  parties  grow  niore  equal,  and  Europe  likely 
to  be  involved  in  a  tedious  ruihoUS  war,  offered  his  mediation; 
and  pleaded  fo  heartily  for  peace,  that  a  cpngrefs  was  opened 
at  Cokgn,  The  Dutch  were  no  longer  under  the  neceifity  of 
abjedly  imploring  compafficOi  Tney  refufetd  lifteiung  to 
terms,  unl^  the  two  kings.  woUld  recede  from  the  infolent 
conditions  they  had  before  prefcribed  :  tbey  funk  in  their  owif 
offers,  and  their  ambailadors  now  again  began  to  aiTume  a 
more  firm  and  elevated  tone,  aad  greater  dignity  of  carriage. 
The  French  endeavoured  to  pcotrii^  the  negotiation  ;  but  at 
laf^  finding  themfelves  greatly  embairaffed,  they  retired  from 
Cologn  with  their  allies,  on  pretence  of  the  violence  o0ered  to 
the  count  of  Furfienberg,  plenipottntiary  for  the  ele<5lor  of 
CologHj  and  now  apprehended  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
,  Vienna^  2^  a  fabje(^  of  the  empire^  who  had  betrayed  his 
country. 

Though  the  ele£lor  of  Brandenkwg  and  the  duke  of 
Hanover  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  from  the 
interefts .  of  ^nr^^f,  the  one  ftgning  a  neutrality  with  the 
court  of  France^  the  other  fuffering  his,  troops  to  enter  iotti 
the  pay  of  the  two  kmgs;  yet  ftiU  /jmK:?/}^  ^as  fuflSciently 
fCa^ittom  fupported  not  to  be  difcouraged.  The  treaues  with  Spain 
^tbe  and  the  empire  were  full,  explicit,  and  favourable  as  could 
ktiotywithb^  dcfired  :  there  every  rocafure  of  defence'  was  fttpulated, 
Spain.  and  a  variety  of  offeofive  fchemes  cdncerted.  In  the  treaty 
with  Spainy  the  firft  feven  articles  provided  fpr  a  reciprocal 
guarantee  and  mutual  aOiilance,  in  cafe  either  party  was  at- 
tacked. The  proportion^  time,  manner,  and  other  circum- 
flances  of  fucb  mutual  aid,  were  like  wife  f^cified.  In  the 
thr^e  next  articles  it  was  provided,  that  no  peace  {Eould  be 
concluded  by  either  coiurading  party,  without  the  confeot 
of  the  othei' ;  and  alfo,  that  no  engagements  (hould  be  formea 
that  were  not  perfeiily  c6nfiftent  with  the  prefent  treaty. 
In  the  eleventii  and  twelfth  .articles,  the  eitiperor  and  cer- 
tain other  pQwers  were  invited  to  accede  to  the  alliance  ;•.  and 
|>rov.ifion  was  made  for  the  due  obfervance  of  the  treaty  of 
MunJIer^  the  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Aix,  and  the  triple 
league,  when  the  war  with  his  BrtUtnmc  m»}efty  ihould  be 
terminated.  Jn  the  thirteenth  article*  the  king  of  Spain  pro- 
mi  fes  not  only  to  co-aperate  with  the  ftates-general  in  their 
endeavours  to  procure  an  equitable  peace  j  bat  engages, 
S  fhoald 
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Aduld  their  proporals  be  rejefled,  to  declare  opeii  mfzi  ^gainfl 
Franciy  and  that  his  governor-general  (hall  in  the  mean  timd 
contrive  to  affift  the  prinee  df  Orange  with  all  the  'ftrcngth  . 
of  the  Spanijh  Netherlands.  In  the  fifteenth  article  it  was 
ilipalated,  that  no  peace  (hould  be  negotiated  without  full 
reilitution  made  of  all  towns^  cities,  and  countties,  which 
had  or  might  ht  taken  from  the  ftates ;  the  republic*  oh  the 
other  handj  entering  upon  the  fame  engagements,  until  all 
that  had  been  taken  from  Spain  fince  the  peace  o^  the  Pyre- 
nees  fhould  be  reftored.  By  the  eighteenth  article,  the  itates 
engaged  to  furrender  the  town  of  Mae/iricht,  the  tenitory  of 
Vjenhovei  ^nd  all  they  poiTeiTed  beyond  the  Meufi^  to  his 
majefty,  together  with  their  pretenfions  to  the  villagesof  re-^ 
dem prion.  By  the  nineteenth  article,  the  treaty  was  to  fub^ 
lift  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  and  the  rati^cations  to  bd 
exchanged  in  two  months.  What  rcfpedls  Great-Britain  is 
very  particular,  and  therefore  deferves  to  be  inferted .  at  full 
length,  efpecially  as  we  find  it  but  imperfe£Uy  related  in  the 
bulk  of  Englijh  hiftorians. 

Notwithstanding,  by  the  prefent  treaty  between  thd 
moft  Catholic  king  and  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
iiis  m^efty  only  engages  to  declare  war  againft  France^  (bould 
the  propositions  of  peace  be  rejefled ;  yet  the  king  wil  I  find  him- 
felf  under  the  necefiity  of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  his  Briton-' 
A/r  majefty,  likewife  fince  every  thing  plainly  indicates  that  he 
cooperates  with  France  in  obflruding  the  pacification,  and 
fince  it  would  be  impofiible  effectually  to  afBft  the  ftatesge-^ 
neral,  and  keep  upon  friendly  terms  with  Great-Britain.    It 
is  therefore  agreed,  that  if  the  means  of  pacification,  pro* 
pofed  by  his  Catholic  majefty,  (hould  prove  fi-uitlefs^  his  ma* 
fefty  ihall  then  declare  war  againft  the  king  of  Gteat-Britaini 
in  the  fame  manner  as  againft  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty* 
Nevertbelefs,  to  (hew  his  good  inclinations  towards  his  JSri* 
tannic  majefty,   the  ftates  general  are  required  to  make  ont 
laft  effort  to  bring  the  king  to  a  peace,  oiFering  him  fuch 
conditions  as  muft  appear  reafon able.    This  almoft  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  fubfequent  propofals;    firft,  that  the  affair  of 
the  flag  be  adjufted  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  king  of  England  t 
fecondly,  that  reftitution  be  made  of  all  places  that  have  or 
may  be  taken  by  the  ftates-general  from  Great-Britttin^  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war  ;   by  this  drticle  are 
underftood   places   out  of  Europey   of  which  the  reftitution 
(hall  be  reciprocal  :    thirdly,  that  a  fum  of  four,  five,  fix,  or 
more,  thoufand  doubloons  be  made  payable  at  the  following 
inftalments,  viz.  a  fourth  upon  exchange  of  the  ratifications) 
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another  fourth  at  the  clofeof  the  firfi  yesur  aftet  tbc 
and  the  remainder  in  the  two  fubfequent  years  \ 
A.  D.        Such  was  the  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  H^lkmd  be< 
1674,    again  united  in  the  fame  cauie,  aftef  tbey  had  b^en  at  v^^ 
nance  and  open  war  for.  near  the  fpace  of  a  century*    In  coo- 
fequence  of  this  treaty,  to  which  the  ein(>eror  inuaediateljr 
acceded,  the  two  courts.of  Vienna  and  Madrid  denounced  war 
againfl  Framc^  and  becanae  the  avowed  protestors  of  the  re- 
public, which  they  had,  during  the  preceding  campaign,  aA 
fifted  widi  their  forces.    It  waa  likcwife  to  the  peremptprineis 
of  this  treaty,  and  the  determined  reiblution  of  the  Catholic 
king,  that  theftates  owed  dhe  peace  ioon  after  conclufled  witb 
Great  Britain,    The  parliaosent,  and  the  nation  ip  general, 
exclaimed  againft  the  ruinous  meafures  fupported  by  thei^iy^- 
Hflj  mtnifters.    The^  wece  inoenCbd  at  the  condufi  (^  t£fi 
French  admiral,  who  never  engaged  heartily  in  any  of  the  na? 
val  engagements*    They  attributed  the  un|m)fperQU9  iillie  of 
die  lafl  s^ion  to  die  artifice,  of.  dEftrees^  who  paid  no  regaid 
to  prince  Ruperfs  fignal.    They  clearly  penetrated  into  the 
defigns  of  the  French  monarch,  anc}  determined,  by  refufing 
the  fupplics,  to  force  the  court  to  an  accommodation  with,  the 
United  Provinces*    But  firft  it  was  refolved  to  wait  the  event 
of  an  enterprize  formed  by  the  earl  of  OJ/ory  upon  Hehtoei^ 
fhys.    As  this  fcheme  came  to  nothing,  the  Z>«/^  coJiuxiiff 
fioners  and  the  Spanij/h  ambaflador  renewed  their  application 
Peaee  ,      to  detach  England  from  France^  and  they  iiicceeded.    As  tfab 
iv//i&Eng-  wa^  a  matter  of  the  highefl:  importance,  the  ftates  did  not 
land.         fcruple  writing  a  fubmiffive  letter  to  Charles^  and  impoweriog 
the  marquis  de  Frefno  to  conclude  peace  upon  terras  nearly 
fimiiar  to  thofe  recited  in  the  treaty  between  &pain  and  th^ 
republic.    Charles^  finding  it  would  be  impoffible  to  fupport 
the  war  without  the  confent  of  his  parliament,  yielded  to  the 
inclinations  of  his  people,  and  the  felicitations  of  the  Sparufi 
minifter.    He  made  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  conununicated  the 
propofals  fent  him  by  the  flates  to  the  two  houfes  of  parlia«  * 
ment,  and  demanded  their  advice.    Their  fentiments  were 
well  known :  they  exhorted  his  majefly  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war.    Accordingly  the  marquis  de  Frefno  was  referred  to  Sir 
jyiiliam  T'emple^  and  at  three  meetings  the  whole  affair  was 
finifhed.     The  treaty  of  Breda^  and  the  commerciaJ  treaty 
jn  1668,  formed  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  pacificatipn.     Little 
more  was  added,  than  that  the  ftates  (bould  compliment  the 
king's  flag,  whether  in  fleets  or  in  Angle  veilels  ;  and  that  they 
.  Ihould  pay  a  fum  of  money  to  defray  the  king's  expences. 
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Bd#  fotle  Aey  regarcfed  the  article  refpeaing  tlbe  iJag^ 
zpptii%  from  k  ilian  of  War's  refufuig  to  ftrike  to  a  kihg*4  • 
^acht,  With  an  Englijh  ambaflador  oft  bbifd  j  ah  ihcidfeitt 
that  happened  before   thfc    fatifititioUs  wtYt  txchahged. 
The  truth  is^  the  ftates  were  pdi-ftdly  infofihed  oiF  thcf 
•  temper  of  the  BritiJh  nation  and  parliament,  the'breach  be- 
tween them  and  the  court  j   and  they  tefolved  to  t>rofii 
by  this  circumftance,  and  to  improve  their  terihs  in  pro- 
Ikjnion.to  the  king's  neceffiti^s.    This  appeared  Inorfc  ob^ 
Viduflv  from  tht  fbpercilioufc  air  with  whidi  tfta  BhgUJh  am- 
baltadprs  were  treated  at  th^  HdgUe.    Oft  their  feturft  from^ 
Cohpii  they  Waited  on  the  prince  of  O^ahge^  to  know  his 
fetitiments  of  the  king's  mediation  with  t'rance :  they  wercf 
forced  to  folicit  this  audience  by  the  ifttetpofitiofa  of  Sr.  Ga- 
hrid  Sylvius^  and  to  Wait  fcveral  days  before  it  Was  graftted. 
It  was  .Indeed  the  d^epeft  refleaiort  On  the  weafcnefs  of 
the  Englijh  adminiftration^  to  fee  the  ambafiadDrs  of  the* 
>  BritiJh  crown    fupplicating    an  audieftce  of  a  prince  of 
Orange. 

TriotJGH  Charles  had  negotiated  the  peace  With  Holland 
ift  a  dirty,  clandeftine  riianner,  the  Pnnch  king's,  pride  was 
by  this  time  fo  mortified,  that  he  did  not  refent  the  ill 
Ufage  received  from  his  ally.  Oft  the  contrary,  he  readily 
accepted  the  mediation  Offered  by  Charles^  from  whom  \\t 
had  reafoft  to  exped  fome  partiality  and  indulgence,  as  he 
obliged  the  Englijh  monarch  with  aft  annual  penfion  Of 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  Charles  made  the  offer^  to 
qualify  his  defertion,  and  Lewis  accepted  it,  as  the  molt 
rational  means  of  warding sagainft  the  danger  that  threaten- 
ed his  crown  from  a  cloudof  enemies  combined  to  retrench 
his  power.  But  the  fame  reafons  that  induced  him  to  relilh 
the  propofed  mediation,  rendered  the  overtures  from  the 
Briiiji  king  diftafteful  to  the  emperor,  Spain,  and  Holland^ 
who.  fcrupled  not  avowiftgthat  the  court  of  England  rctt^ln^ 
ed  the  fame  attachments  it  formerly  had  to  the  French 
krng^s  intereft,  though  the  king's  immediate  necefEties 
obliged  him  to  actommodate  matters  with  the  ftates  general. 
This  it  was,  which  had  probably  occafioned  the  prince  of  » 
Orange^s  cool  behaviour  to  Sir  Jofeph  fVilliamfohy  the  Englijh 
anb^ador.  . 

While  the  mediation  was  in  fufpencc,  the  prince  of 
Orange  took  the  field  with  a  numerous  army,  and  tried 
every  ftratagem  of  war  to  bring  the  prince  of  Conde  to  a 
bstttfe  j  we"  have  feen  the  progrefs  of  this  campaign,  and  the 
manner  in  which  IVilliam  of  Orange  expofed  a  wing  of  his 
army  at  Bineffe\  of  which  the  vigilant  Condi  did  xiot  fail 
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taking  advantage  ^.  The  condu£):  of  both  generals  wa9 
fuch  as  engaged  their  mutual  efieem ;  both  claimed  the 
viaory,  and  neither  had  a  right  to  any  more  than  the  glory 
of  delerving  it.  The  rencounter  however  was  decifive  in 
one  refpca ;  it  fruftrated  the  fcheme  of  the  confederates 
to  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  France^  and  difappointed 
that  projc<5l  upon  which  the  prince  of  Orange  had  fct  his 
heart,  of  drinking  wine  in  Champagne^  before  the  end  of  the 
feafon.  It  likewife  facilitated  the  operations  of  the  enemy 
in  another  quarter,  and  enabled  the  French  to  penetrate  into 
Franche  Comte^  which  they  foon  reduced.  Turenne  was  fu- 
perior  to  the  allies  in, Alfacey  he  defeated  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain  and  Caprara  at  Zintzheim^  attacked  and  routed  a  body 
of  Germans  at  Mulhaufen^  drove  the  cleftor  of  Branden^ 
hurgh  from  Colmar^  obtained  a  vidlory  over  him  at  Turkheim^ 
and  at  length  forced  the  enemy  tp  repafs  the  Rhine^  and 
abandon  their  defign  of  invading  the  king's  frontiers^  with 
damage  and  difgrace. 

These  fuccefles  did  not  prevent  the  king  of  England 
fronr  perfiftinc;  in  the  offers  of  his  mediation,  or  animate 
Lewis  to  pro&cute  the  war,  could  reafonable  terms  be  ob- 
tained. The  ftates  general  themfelves  were  difpofed  to 
accommodate  matters  ^  but  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ma^ 
drid  formed  ambitious  projefts,  of  clipping  the  foaring 
wings  of  Bourbon^  and  of  humbling  the  pride  of  Lewis* 
The  ftadtholder  too  was  inflamed  with  the  dcfire  of  mili- 
tary glory,  and  he  pufhed  his  reientment  to  France  fofar, 
that  the  penfioner  Fagel  acknowledged,  it  would  not  be 
pof&ble  to  convince  him  of  the  propriety  of  concluding  a 
peace,  before  he  had  fettled  the  ballance  of  Europe^  on  fuch 
f  a  footing,  as  muft  for  years  check  the  elevation  of  the 

French  monarch.  Animofity,  ambition,  and  policy,  united 
to  confirm  TVilliam  in  thofe  fentiments,  and  we  find  he  al- 
ready flretched  the  general  plan  of  that  grand  alliance, 
which  afterwards  took  efFeft,  when  he  was  king  of  Great 
Britain.  Actuated  by  thefe  principles,  he  carefully  avoided 
all  conference  with  the  Englijh  miniiters  during  the  cam- 
paign, and  at  lafl  told  them,  until  France  received  further 
mortifications,  nothing  falutary  to  the  peace  of  Europe 
could  flow  from  a  negotiation.  In  the  fecond  conference, 
he  explained  that  maxim  which  had  afterwards  cofl  Eng- 
land  and  Holland  fuch  an  immenfity  of  blood  and  trea- 
Aire,  that  it  was  the  interefl  of  both,  to  fet  bounds  to  the 
power  of  France  \  whence  he  took  occafion  to  urge,  that 
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the  king  fliould  adually  embark  in  the  alliance,  in  order  A*  D. 
to  convince  Lewis^  that  he  had  the  fame  views  v^ith  the  1675. 
other  confederates  ;  namely,  the  fecurity  of  the  repofe  of 
Europij  and  nm  z  mere  temporary  pacification.  The 
prince  was  the  more  encouraged  to  purfue  bis  defign,  that 
the  eledor  of  Brandenburgh  had  again  broke  with  the 
French  king,  and  joined  his  troops,  amounting  to  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  to  the  confederate  army.  Yet  was  this 
reinforcement  fcarce  fufficient  to  ballance  the  inconveni*^ 
ences  arifmg  from  dtfTenfions  among  the  generals,  and  • 
troops  of  different  princes,  iince  the  battle  of  Zinizheim* 
The  Lunenburghers  hzd  openly  condemned  the  condud  of' 
the  imperiaiifts  in  this  a£tion;  for  feveral  hours  they 
fingly  Aiftained  the  whole  weight  of  the  enemy,  they  had 
fufFered  extremely,  and  were  with  reaibn  loud  in  their 
complaints.  Th^  Brandenbttrghers  embraced  their  caufe 
againft  the  imperial ifts  i  a  diverfity  of  interefts  produced 
a  diverfity  of  opinions ;  councils  only  created  confufion, 
and  every  tranfadion  was  as  perfectly  known  by  Turenne 
as  if  he  had  been  prefent.  However,  upon  the  whole,  the 
campaign  proved  fortunate  to  the  allies.  Montecuculi  again 
refumed  the  command,  oppofed  himfelf  to  Turtrmey  re- 
duced all  things  to  order,  difplayed  the  moft  cxtenfive  ca- 
pacity,  held  the  fcale  equal  fpr  a  time,  and,  upon  the  un- 
fortunate death  of  his  great  rival,  fuddenly  turned  it  in  fa- 
vour of  the  confederates,  and  then  refigned  the  command, 
becaufe  the  enemy  had  no  general  worthy  of  oppofing 
the  nian  who  had  (hewn  himfelf  equal  to  the  great 
Turenne*  At  this  time  the  illuftrious  Condi  was  employed 
mFlandirs^  where,  with  an  inferior  army,  he  had  kept  at 
bay  the  prince  of  Orange  for  the  whole  campaign.  .He~ 
was  fent  to  fucceed  Turenne^  but  the  fame  reafons  which 
had  prevailed  with  Montecuculi  to  withdraw,  now  influ- 
enced  Condi,  He  retrieved  the  king's  affairs^  and  then  re* 
(igned,  with  the  dignity  of  a  hero  ^. 

It  was  during  the  recefs  from  military  operations,  that 
the  fovcreignty  of  Guelderland  had   been  offered  the  prince 
of  Orangfy  under  the  antient  title  of  duke,  which  it  was  ^W^fi 
pretended  had  been  formerly  in  his  family.     This  affair  ^//-^'^'^^ 
occafioned  various  conje£tures.    Thofe  who  had  no  opinion  ^'     *"** 
of  ffUliam's  patriotifm,  and  attributed  whatever  appeared  ^^^^' 
great  in  his  chargfter  to  ambition,  allfdged  that  he  was 
himfelf  the  main  fpring.  in  the  intrigue,  and  had  by  divers 
means  influenced  the.ftates  of  Guelderland  to  make  tbi^.^ 
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propoTal.  His  friends  and  admirers  were  of  contrsuy  fe«? 
Umeniti.  They  infilled  that  the  motioa  pmceedcd  from 
gratitude,  and  that  the  reward  was  no  move  than  wai 
due  to  a  hero,  who  had  fa  bralrely  driver^  a  pawerfvd 
enemy  out  of  the  coimtry,  and  lofcued  almoft  beyond 
prc^ability  the  liberties  of  the  Unked  Provincis*  WiUim 
wifely  deliberated  on  ijhe  ofer,  and  fubvtitted  it  to  the 
ilaitcs  of  HoUandy  Ziohnd^  and  Vtvaht.  The^laft  tempo- 
rifcd,  and  were  for  his  accepting  it }  the  fecond  were  as 
pofitive,  in  dtiTuading.him  from  being  dazzled  with  a  title 
which  would  afford  liis  enemies  a  handle  to  ^fperfe  his  cba« 
nafior,  and  ftaki  real  patviolifin  with  the  infamous  blot 
of  hypocriiy.  Before  Ho^and  came  to  any  refolution,  the 
prince  thought  fit  to  decline  an  honour,  which  woiiU  h^ve 
coft  more  than  it  was  worth,  by  diminiflung  his  |9opu-' 
krity,  while  it  ii^reafed  his  power,  and  added  to  his  dig? 
nities.  What  ingratiated  him  particularly  with  the  flatei 
cf  Utrecht^  was  bis  conduct  in  that  province,  upon  his 
j^rfl  relblution  after  he  had  been  elevated  to  the  ftachhpldcr- 
fiiip.  In  ord«:  to  reform  abufes,  and  fettle  the  governmcat 
wpon  the  antient  principles  of  the  copftitulioBy  l|e  con<* 
vened  an  aflembly  of  riio  provincial  Itates.  Here  it  «aa 
determined,  that  new  members  fliould  beele^fced  to  compofe 
tfie  body  of  the  nobility  and  tke  magifti^cy.  The  plrinceds? 
livened  a  plan  he  had  dtawn  up,  for  the  better  goveryuncsil 
of /the  provinces;  it  was  examined,  approved,  and  put  in 
f^xecution.  In  confequence  the  old  conftituttofi  was  re? 
vived^  agreeable  to  which  the  provincial  government  was 
vefted'  in  three  diftin£b  focieties,  the  coonfeUovs  eled,  the 
body  of  the  nobility,  smd  the  deputies  of  the  towns  aiM  ^ 
ties.  The  judicious  behaviour  of  the  pfince  of  Orangi  upon 
|his  occafipn  ffpndered  liim  the  darKng  of  the  people,  and 
gave  rife  to  the  motion  of  rendering  the  ftadthokittrfhip  hc>* 
reditary  in  the^  heirs*male  ^  his  body.  Tke  LcwJi^in  ivi" 
tion  w^s  now  wholly  (uppreiTed,  and  there  fear-ce  was  beard 
a  rausmur  dgainft  a  propoia)  in  which  the  gratitude  o£  the 
people^  and  the  intereft  of  the  republic,  appeal^  intereih^ 
The  inftpument  for  thid  provifion  was  made  out,  and  the 
example  was  followed  by  fome'o6  the  other  provinces^ 

Th<b  calamities  of  war,  which  had  almcA  depopuhilri 
liie  empire  and  the  Netherlands^  excxtaA  the  conipaffo|i  of 
divers  princes,  who  laboirred' t<)  eftabliflv  a  negotf ation.  In 
Ihis  r)poe  w^$  fo  l|earfy  as  the  king  pf  Eingkam^  ^  the  ie%r 
Ibfis  we  have  mentioned,  rather  than  from  any  regard  fio^t^ 
jnte^efts  oi Europe'.  His  mediation  at  laft  operated  fo  powerr 
fully,  that  t}ic  contending  parties  jll  ;|gree*to  fchd  plcnipor 
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tentiaries  to  Nimeguifij  ^Ixefe  a  congrefi  was  appointed  A.  D. 
about  the  begmntnfj:  of  thfe  year.  It  was  obvious  however,  1676. 
'  that  the  courts  of  f^untuij  Madrid^  and  Berlin^  would  wi^ 
'  Jingly  hare  protra^Sled  the  time,  in  expectation  of  obtaining 
'  £ich  advantages  as  would  induce  the  French  monarch  to  ao* 
<  qdfefce  in  more  moderate  conditions  than  they  could  exped 
I  in  his  pretfent  iituation.  The  ftates  general,  likewife  ihflti- 
!  ^flced  by  the  ftadtholder,  did  not  exprefs  tfeat  forwardneis 
for  a  negotiation  which  becankc  their  former  profeffions. 
I  Hence  it  was  that  the  armies  of  every  fide  took  the  field,  aad 
s  military  operations  were  puihed  with  vigour,  while  the 
'  mtnifters  were  treating  about  peace  in  the  cabinet.  Leans 
'^  appeared  early  at  the  h^d  of  ntimeroas  forces,  and  reduced 
'  -Condiy  Aire^  and  Bouchain.  The  prince  of  Orttnge  retaliated, 
9  by  laying  fiege  to  Moijhricbt^  which  he  pufhed  with  the  ut- 
moft  impettiofity,  until  the  judicious  motions  of  the  enemr, 
Hfid  the  fcarcity  of  forage,  obliged  him  to  abahdcm  the  en- 
terprife.  With  this  event  ended  the  campaign  in  the  M- 
fhirkmdsj  when  immediately  the  eyes  of  all  Europs  were  again 
i       turned  upon  the  ctogrefs  at  i^imegiien  ^. 

Th^  Spaniards  were  averfe  to  peace,  from  a  full  convic- 
-^on  that  the  court  of  Englafid  coiM  not  long  remain  blind 
f  to  the  interefls  of  Europe,  They  perfuaded  themfelves,  that 
t  rather  than  fee  Lewis  in  poflfeffion  of  the  Spanijh  He^trbmis^ 
%  Charies  would  join  the  confederates.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Frmeb  monarch  was  be^t  upon  dividing  the  allies,  and 
concluding  a  fepartte  peace  with  Holland.  Charks  a^ed 
In  this  defign,  the  ihtes  genera:!  lent  an  ear  to  the  propofal ; 
but  the  fladtholder  of  faimfelf  refufed  to  enter  upon  a  meat* 
(  fore  which  might  have  incurred  the  imputation  of  trestehery, 
^  and  given  the  confederates  a  fair  handle  to  compHlh  that 
I  they  were  betrayed  by  the  republic,  in  whofe  defence  they 
I  engaged  in  the  quarrel.  It  was  a  bad  recompence  of  th^ 
{  generous  fervkes,  and  feafohable  interpofition,  to  be  now 
i  deferted,  and  left  to  Extricate  diemfelves  out  of  a  dangerous 
i  war,  by  the  beft  means  in  their  power.  Perhaps  ambitrcai 
f  and  revenge,  as  fome  writers  afiert,  might  have  foaie  inflcH 
tnce  with  the  prince ;  yet  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  his  ffea- 
timents  are  founded  upon  jnftice  and  generdity.  Befides, 
i  be  perceived  that  the  Englijb  nation  in  general  detefted  their 
I  fover^ign's  attachment  to  France  ;  and  that  the  people  wthe 
now  hi^ly  inliatmed  by  the  indifcriminate  depredations  4»f 
{  the  French  privateers,  who  made  no  difHnftion  between 
i       JDttti^  and  Engtijh  merehant-lbips,  and  regatded  aslawfal 
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prizes  whatever  fell  in  their  way.  In  fad,  the  prince  was 
extremely  popular  in  England.  Hfs  valour,  fteadinefs,  zeal 
for  the  good  of  Eurcpi^  implacable  refentment  to  France j  and 
unrariablc  attachment  to  liberty,  raiifed  him  extremely  high 
in  the  opinion  of  a  people  enamoured  above  all  others  of  pa« 
triotifm,  and  oftener  the  dupes  of  hypbcrify  than  any  other 
nation.  The  ill-humour  of  the  EngUJh  was  increafed  by 
an  indignity  put  on  the  flag  by  ^  frencb  fquadron,  which 
refufed  the  compliment  to  captain  Herbert  of  the  Cambridge. 
The  tame  c6ndu&  of  C&irZrj,  who  contented  bimfelf  with 
^demanding  fatisfadion  by  a  letter,  further  incenfed  the 
people,  and  at  laft  the  houfe  of  commons  exhorted  the  king 
tocontrad  fuch  alliances  as  would  be  fupclent  to  check  the 
ambition  of  the  French  monarch* 

Another  circumftance  likewife  contributed  to  prevent 
the  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Holland:  fo  fuccefs- 
fully  had  the  French  miniftry  laboured  in  eftaUifhing  the 
navy,  that  France  might  now  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal maritime  powers  in  Europe.  One  of  the  firil  remark;- 
able  inftances  of  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of  her  navy,  ap- 
peared off  the  coaft  of  Sicily.  Mefjina  had  lately  revolted  from 
the  Spaniards^  and  the  duke  de  rivonne  was  fent  with  a  fqua'- 
dron  to  fupport  the  citizens  in  their  rebellion.  This  occac- 
fioned  the  jundion  of  the  Spanifi  ^nd  Dutch  fleets,  who  kt 
fail  to  oppofe  Vivenm.  On  the  7th  oi  January  they  fell  in 
witl^  the  enemy,  confifting  of  twenty-two  men  of  war,  fix 
fire-ihips,  and  feveral  J^omb-ketches.  .  The  engagement  b^ 
gan  next  morning,  before  which  time  the  wind  frefliened, 
^d  the  fea  rolled  fo  high,  that  the  Spanijh  galleys  were  fpiv- 
titix6  put  into  Lipari.  Ruyter  however  did  not  decline  the 
combait*  He  bore  down  upon  the.  enemy,  begun  the  z&.ion 
^arly,  and  fuftained  it  with  admirable  conftancy  to  five  in 
the  evening,  when  the  French  found  means  to  withdraw, 
and  accompliib  their  defign  of  fuccouring  Mefftna.  Ruyter 
Mpon  this  feparated  himlelf  from  the  Spaniards^  and  repaired 
jto  Leghorn ;  where,  upon  bis  arrival,  he  found  an  ord^r  to 
/continue  coroperating  )vith  the  Catholic  king's  fquadron, 
which  produced  a  ifecond  jun&ion  of  the  fleets,  and  a  refor 
lution  to  lay  fiege  to  Augujia  by  fea  and  land.  This  was  un- 
dertaken under  the  direSion  of  the  Spanijh  viceroy.  Thre^ 
days  afi^  the  place  was  invefted,  the  French  fqu^dron  quitted 
the  port  of  J^eJJinay  for  the  relief  of  the  befieged*  The  fleets 
were  nearly  equal  in  ftrength,  andthp  z€t\on  was  maintained 
Dvitb  all  the  fire  which  ipigbt  be  ^f^Si^A  from  combat^nt^, 
(hepne  determined  to  gain,  and  the  pther  refplved  ppt  to  Jofe 
fhe  empire  of  tbe  pcean.    ^he  Spaniards  fired  at  too  great  a 


ar  Republic  of  Hoi  land.  505 

4!iftance,  and  did  little  execution  ;  de  Ruyter  with  his  dlvU 
fion  fuppbrt^d  the  brunt  of  the  engagement,  broke  the  FrmA 
line,  gave  chace  for  an  hour,  and  obtained  the  honour  of  a 
vi^bry,  when  be  was  wounded  in  the  heel  by  a  (hot  from 
,  the  ftern-chace  of  a  French  (hip.  A  fever  enfued,  by  which 
this  gallant  officer  was  carried  ofF  in  the  fpace  of  a  week,  to 
the  irreparable  lofs  of  his  country.  He  yielded  his  laft 
breath  in  Syracufey,  lamented  as  the  ornament  of  Holland^ 
efteemed  by  all  jEurepe^  and  recorded  by  the  ableft  pens  as 
.  ^n  example  for  pofterity,  of  valour,  condud,  integrity,  and 
rigid  republican  patriotifm.  This  contributed  to  ren« 
der  the  prince  of  Orange  ftrenuous  againft  concluding  a 
peace  until  France  fliould  be  humbled.  He  (slw  Lewis  af[M* 
ling  after  maritime  power,  which  of  confequence  mufl 
ruin  the  commerce  of  the  republic,  upon  which  depended 
her  grandeur  and  riches,  and  he  hoped  to  combine  England 
with  Holland  in  deftroying  his  marine,  while  the  confede* 
rate  land-forces  were  retrenching  his  frontiers,  and  limiting 
kis  ambition  on  the  fide  of  Germany  and  the  Netherlands^ 

The  event  which  foon  followed  juftified  the  prince's  zea- 
lous enmity  to  the  houfe  oi  Bourbon^  and  his  dread  of  the  ri- 
ling naval  power  oi France.  After  the  late  adion,  the  combined 
fleets  of  Spain  and  Holland  proceeded  from  Syracuje  to  Pa-- 
JermOf  where  they  were  purfued  by  the  duke  aeVivonne. 
The  allies  appeared  without  the  mole  drawn  up  in  a  line^ 
compofed  of  twenty-feven  men  of  war,  nineteen  gallies,  and 
four  fire-ihips.  The  mole  was  on  their  left,  the  baftions 
of  the  town  on  the  fight,  and  the  fortrefs  of  Cajlk  Mar$ 
compofed  the  center.  This  difpofition  was  good,  and  the 
appearance  formidable  \  yet  Yivonn^^  or  rather  du  ^uejne^ 
the  greateft  genius  of  his  age,  ventured  tp  attacjp  them  in 
this  fttuation,  with  a  fquadron  fcarce  equal  in  ftrength  or 
numbers.  The  a£lion  began  with  great  vigour,  and  wi^ 
bravely  fuftained  on  both  fides,  when  the  French^  taking  ad- 
vantage of  a  favourable  wind,  fent  their  iire-fhips  among  the 
allies,  obliged  them  to  cut  their  cables,  and  run  a-ground« 
which  however  rather  accelerated  their  misfortunes.  In 
a  word,  twelve  capital  men  of  war  were  burnt  or  blown  up 
into  the  air.  Five  thoufand  men  perifhed  on  this  occaiion  ; 
and,  to  the  aftoni(hment  of  all  Europe^  Leipis  became  mailer 
of  this  Mediterranean^  and  juftly  claimed  the  empire  of  the 
ocean  ^-  We  have  thrown  thefe  fafl:s  together,  though  they 
)iappened  at  dj/Ferent  periQds,  to  give  the  reader  a  more 
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^iftjnft  view  of  the  policy  by  which  the  prince  of  Orangt 
was  influenced  in  his  oppoBtion  to  the  negotiations  of  a  fe- 
parate  peace. 
A.  D.  H^IL  L I  AM  had  great  reafon  to  expcft  that  the  king 
1678.  tf  England  would  at  length  find  hiiiifelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  declaring  againft  Lewts,  The  natioi^  in  general  expref- 
fed  the  utmoit  averfion  to  the  meafures  of  the  adminKlra- 
fion,  ^nd  the  houfe  of  commons  addreifed  his  majefty  to 
break  off  his  conncftions  with  the  court  of  Frakce.  Some 
ti  the  leading  perfons-  of  the  kingdom  were  in  the  prince*^ 
intereft,  and  negotiating  a  marriage  between  him  iind  thfc 
princefs  Mary^  eldeft  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Y&rk.  The 
carl  of  Denhj^  by  the  fuggeftions  of  fu"  Wihimn  TempUy  firft 
propofed  the  match  to  the  king  and  the  prince.  At  fufl 
the  king  was  averfe  to  it)  then  neutral,  and  at  laft  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  alliance,  in  hopes  it  might  engage  tP^ttiam  to 
favour  his  defigns,  and  liften  to  the  feparate  peace  propofed 
by  the  French  monarch,  while  the  prince  always  reliflted 
the  profped,  becaufe  he  imagined  it  would  engage  the  Ek^ 
hjh  the  more  ftrongly  to  efpouft  his  intereft,  and  enter  into 
his  views,  with  refpeft  to  the  war.  It  Was  from  this  con- 
fideration  he  accepted  the  invitation  hisr  majefty  had  giveft 
him  of  vifiting  England^  as  foon  as  the  campaign  fhould  bt 
finifiied.  He  accordingly  arrived  in  the  month  of  O&thtt^ 
And  repaired  to  the  court  at  NewmarkeU  and  after  varioas 
difficulties  celebrated  his  nuptials  with  the  princefi  :  after 
which  he  entered  upon  conferences  for  a  plan  of  pacificatioA 
with  the  duke  of  York^  the  earl  Denhy^  and  fir  tFilliam  Tem- 
ple. Now  it  was  agreed  that  Leiois  ihould  r<iftore  all  be 
hadwrefted  from  the  emperor  and  i\ikt  of  Lorrain  i  that 
there  ihould  be  a  reciprocal  reftitution  between  France  and 
HoUaniy  and  that  Spain  fliould  have  certain  terms  fpecified. 
This  point  the  prince  gained,  that  Charles  folemnly  engaged 
to  renounce  all  connection  with  Letvis^  and  openly  to  efpoufe 
the  confederate  caufe,  fhould  he  refufe  to  accept  of  the  <^on- 
ditions  concerted  in  this  general  plan  of  pacification.  Ail 
thefe  projefts,  however,  had  alftioft  been  difconcerted  by  the 
king's  unfteadinefs,  who  was  cajoHed  by  the  French  court  ID 
forget  all  he  had  promifedi  to  his  peof^e,  and  the  prince  of 
Orange.  It  was  the  carneft  wifli  of  Charles  to  be  fet  above 
the  neceffity  of  applying  to  his  parliament  fDr  money,  and 
Lewis  artfully  turned  thofe  inclinations  to  his  own  advan-  I 
tage,  by  granting  him  a  yearly  fubfidy  to  a  eonftdera'^le 
amount.  To  dazzle  the  eyes  of  Europe^  he  ftruck  up  a  dc-  , 
fenftve  alTiancc  with  HoHdnd ;  but  this  fteither  fatiafied  the 
prince  of  Orange  nor  the  commons.    Both  infi&ed  that  he 

would 


WwU  denounce  war  againft  frana^  unlds  Lewis  aeoe()ted 
$he  plan  drawn  up  by  %h€  prince  of  Orange  and  the  Englifi 
IDiiniftry* 

Wmi,j£  (hf  king  was  thus  involved  with  his  parliament^  Peaee  ^f 
and  the  republic  in  fufpence  whether  Ihe  was  to  rely  on  the  Nime* 
good  offices  pf  England^  in  lifteningto  the  propofals  made  1^  £Qca« 
prami^  the  armies  took  the  field  with  the  fame  views  aa  in 
the  preceding  campaign,  of  obtaining  fome  advantage  which 
pight  give  the  negotiators  a  turn  in  their  favour*  Tks 
military  operations  of  this  year  have  already  been  related  |. 
we  fhall  only  obferve»  in  this  place,  that  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  ieafon,  the  ftates  general  came  to  a  refolution  of 
accept ilig  peaf:e  for  themfelves  and  the  Spamards^  provided 
<eertain  towns  were  ceded  to  the  latter/  and  ample  re^^ 
ftitution  made  to  the  former.  Juft  as  die  treaty  was  oa 
the  point  of  beiiig  ftgncd,  Lewises  tergiverlation  had  almoft 
Vfoke  up  the  congrefs.  He  refufed  making  the  required  ct£* 
$oh  to  Sfmn^  unlefs  certain  advantages,  not  mentioned  be^ 
ibre,  were  pfevtoufly  granted  to  Sweden-  This  difficulty 
was  at  length  got  over  by  the  iirmnefs  of  the  ftates ;  the 
treaty  was  concluded,  the  frontier  of  the  united  provinces 
was  fecured,  the  tranquillity  of  the  republic  eftabliUied,  and 
in  a  ksff  months  all  Europe  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  pacifica^ 
tion.  Such  was  the  iiTue  of  a  war,  which  had  brought  the 
IhiteJ  Provinces  to  the  verge  of  defperation,  and  almoft 
eftablifhed  the  French  monarch  in  that  universal  empire,  after 
which  he  eagerly  afpired,  ^    (A) 


SECT.    Xlf. 

Comprehending  the  affairs  of  the  repuhlk  from  the  peace 
of  Nimeguen,  to  the  general  treaty  of  pacification  at 
Ryfwiick. 

AN  embafiy,  fent  to  Premie  by  the  republic  immediately 
after  the  peace  bad  been  figned  at  Nimeguen^  gave 
birth  to  cerfam  difputes  about  the  honours  due  to  the  y&* 

«  Mod.  Uaiv.  l^ik.  vpU  xxy. 

(A)  We  have  declined  glvbg    iatsptionr  is  no  mere  than  to 
the  particulars  of  this  treaty »  as     convey  a  jufl  ide#  of  the  policy 


ikty  have  alseady  been  related    of  the  re|>tthlk. 
I^Cbe  hiftoiy  otFrdince*    Qur 
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yirDtdb  prcfentativgs  of  their  high  AigbdneflEs,  who  fccnsed  d« 
^Jfmie  ready  to  have  forgot,  that  arrogaDce,  pride,  ami  ioU^pt 
sboia  the  infcrip^ons  and  devicet,  had  occafiooed  all  their  I^te  ca- 
hmKurt  lamities.  Becaafe  the  kiog*s  guards  were  not  drawn  i^ 
Juentheir  Jq  jJ,^  court  €ii  the  Lotmrw^  with  drums  beanng  and  co- 
^"^^^  lours  flying,  as  the  ambafladors  pofled,  they  refiiled  pro- 
^'*  oeeding  to   the   audience,    though  Le%vis  was  cxpeding 

them,  until  they  fliould  be  received  with  the  fame  bonoon 
as  the  laft  etnbaiF/  fent  by  the  repuUic.  .  lliey  were  uAij 
that  the  compliment  which  they  now  demanded  was  oercr 
fKud,  except  to  the  minifters  of  emperors  and  kings  ;  anl 
though  it  happened  to  the  former  ambafladors,  it  was  merely 
the  efled  of  chance,  the  guards  poffiUy  being  reheving  as 
diey  pa£Eed.  This  was  denied  by  the  ambaiSad^rs,  ^Hio 
proved,  by  the  regifiers  of  former  miniflers,  that  the  com- 
pliment had  been  paid,  and  not  only  to  the  republic  of  the 
united  provinces,  but  to  Venice  and  the  duke  of  Scrvtjy  and 
cantons  of  Switzerland.  At  laft  this  aflfair  was  adjuftcd  to 
their  entire  (atisfadion,  and  the  ambafladors  were  intro- 
duced with  ail  the  honoius  of  ibcw  and  refpeft  they  re- 
quired. 

LEWIS  had  his  defigns  in  this  coode(cenfion.  He 
was  labouring  a  defeniive  treaty  with  the  ftates,  and  had 
given  inftrudions  to  that  eflfed  to  his  ambaflador  at  the 
Hagtu^  the  count  iAvaux.  To  this  Mr.  SiJbuj^  die 
EngUJh  envoy,  <^>pofed  bimfelf,  declaring,  in  poiitive  terms, 
that  his  majefty  ibould  regard  this  treaty  as  a  league  agaioft 
Great  Britain^  and  a  refolution  again  to  difturb  the  peace 
cf  Europe.  A  whole  year  had  pafled  in  negotiating  the 
point,  and  France  had  made  no  progrefs,  the  ftates  content- 
ing themfelves  with  general  expreffions  of  efieem  and  regard 
for  his  majefty.  Enraged  at  the  difappointment,  Levii 
ordered  iJlvaux  to  have  recourfe  to  menaces,  where  fo- 
licitation  and  intreaty  had  failed.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
awake  the  antient  terrors  of  the  republic,  by  a  thundering 
memorial  delivered  to  the  ftates  by  the  ambai&dor.  Here  he 
reprefented  the  king's  aftonilhment  and  difpleafure  at  the  am- 
biguous artfiil  conduft  of  the  ftates,  his  refolution  to  wait 
only  a  few  days  for  their  anfwer,  and  afterwards,  not  only 
to  drop  mentioning  the  fubje£t,  but  to  refufe  all  propofals 
relative  to  the  de^nfive  alliance,  fo  beneficiiil  to  both  na- 
rions.  He  added,  that  if  they  negleded  embracing  this 
opportunity  of  fecuring  his  majefty *s  fricndfliip,  they  muft 
cxpe^  he  would  alter  his  condud,  and  turn  circumfiances 
to  the  beft  advantage  he  could  to  his  own  fubjeds,  and  the 
advancement  of  the  commercial  interefts  of  his  kingdom. 
Mr.  Sidnej^  perceived  the  drift  of  JtAvaux\  memorial,  and 

refolved 
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ij^tblved  to  fruftrate  its  effc&s  by   a  memorial  in  behalf  of 
his  Britannic  raajefty,  whicb  was  prefented  next  day.  to  the 
^ates  of  Holland,     This  piece  was  drawn  up  by  a  mafterly  Thej  rw 
f>en^  and  produced  the  confequcnce  propofed.     The  Hates y»/V/i6* 
i:£je£l:ed  the  French  propofals,  and  ordered  their  deputies  to  alliance 
declare  their  (entiments  to  the  ftates  general^  from  whom  propofed 
the  count  d^Avaux  was  to  receive  his  anfwer.    Before   their  h  Xicwis- 
high  mightinefies  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  communicate 
the  refolution  of  the  ftates  of  HoHand^  a  great  number  of 
libels  were  difperfed  by  the  friends  of  France  and  England^ 
and  it  again  appeared  that  the  Louvejlein  fadion,  always  at- 
tached to  the  /r^c^  monarchy  was  not  yet  wholly  fubdued. 
T'he  hydra  faction  again  recovered  its  head,  and  the  op- 
pofition  to  England  arofe  folely  from  a  defire  of  haraffing  the 
views  of  the  prince  of  Orange,     The  defenfiye  treaty  pro-    p^^  jy^ 
pofed  became  the  fubje£l  of  all  converfation,  upon  which     i^go«* 
every  man  escprefled  himfelf  agreeable  to  his  connedions^ 
interefts,  or  prejudices.     Thofe  who  approved  the  defenfive 
alliance  with  Lezvis,  infifted  that  the  United  Provinces  could 
not  remain  neutral,  becaufe  they  had  already  entered  into 
a  defenfive  treaty  with  England  in  the  year  1678,  by  which 
the  con  trading  parties  were  bound  toaffift  each  other  if 
attacked,  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  to  come  to  ani 
open  rupture  with  the  enemies  of  either  nation.     What 
reafon,  they  afked,  could  be  urged  for  increafing  the  refent- 
9ient  of  Lewisy  by  refufing  him  the  fame  terms  which  had 
been  given  to  Charles  ?  Belides,  England  was  fo  torn  with 
civil  diflenfions,  that  the  republic  could  have  little  depend- 
ance  from .  that  quarter,  (hould  fhe  be  attacked.     It  was 
otherwife  with  France ;  it  was  not  only  in  the  power  of 
Lewisy  but  it  was  his  intereft  to  defend  the  republic  againft 
all  the  neighbourii^g  powers.     The  fa&ion  did  not  to  recol- 
lect that  Lewis  himfelf  was  the  only  dangerous  neighbour, 
and  that  his  pretended  friendfhip  had  led  the  provinces  into 
the  moft  critical  fituation  they  had  ever  experienced.     On 
the  contrary,  the  boufe  of  Orange^  aad  the  adherents  of 
England^  affirmed,  that  Great  Britain  was  the  moft    natural 
aily  of  the  republic,  and  by  means  of  her  fleets  the  moft  power- 
ful proteftrefs.     The  provincial  ftates  were  divided  ;  thofe  of 
Frtfeland  and  Groningen  were  for  accepting  the  French  pro- 
posals ;  Holland  remained  fixed  in  the  refufal ;  fome  of  the 
other  provinces  propofed  a  neutrality ;  and  this  at  length 
proved  the  opinioji  of  the  ftates  general,  who  communicated 
their  refolution  in  the  moft  delicate  terms  to  the  French  am- 
baiTador,  affuring  him  of  their  fincere  defire  to  culivate  and 
dcferve  the  friendlhip  of  the  moft  chriftian  king,  and  their 
3  full 
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Ibll  icterminaubn  rriigioufly  to  adhere  to  the  peAceOf  JMn 

NoTWiTHST AKDiNG  thefe  proteflations)  ehej  txtretnelf 
fdentcd  the  demands  of  the  Frrncb  king,  of  the  arrears  Axt 
upon  the  contributions  raifed  in  the  laft  wtf  in  the  territory 
wi  BoiJIidiUj  the  barony  of  Breda,  and  other  parts  of  the  domU 
Bions  of  the  republic.  Yet  with  this  they  were  forced  to  com^ 
pIjTt  as  the  king  threatened  military  execution.  Indeed  it  wa9 
obfervable^tbat  fcarce  were  the  bonfires  which  had  been  light- 
ed for  the  late  pacification  exttnguiiked,  before  a  difpofitioii 
to  a  frcfli  war  began  to  {hew  itielf.  The  courts  of  VerfaiUef 
and  Madrid  entered  into  disputes  aboi»t  the  title  of  the  duk« 
of  Burgundy ;  theft  panred  the  way  to  akercations  upon  a 
variety  of  other  fobjeAs,  in  confcqucnce  of  which  the  envoy 
extraordinary  of  Spain  at  the  Hague,  prefented  a  methoria!  to 
tke  ftatss  general)  containing  a  long  lift  of  the  infra^ions 
of  which  his  cath^ic  majefty  demanded  redrefs.  The  ftates 
feitt  an  order  to  their  ambailadors  at  the  court  of  France^ 
to  ufc  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  compofing  matters,  and 
preventing  points  of  mere  punctilios  fron%  laying  the  foufi^* 
dation  of  another  war,  which  might  diftiirb  the  peace  of  ail 
-Europe.  Spain  at  length  yielded  to  the  hxm  refolutian  of 
Letvir,  and  produced  a  temporary  harmony  betweei>  the  tw(> 
courts,  by  ceding  the  title  of  Burgundy.  The  court  of 
Madrid,  neverthelefs)  endeavoured  to  fortify  berfclf  by  the 
aiUance  of  the  republic,  which  was  eagerly  folici^d  on  the 
one  part,  and  as^autiouily  avoided  on  the  other,  frotn  aft 
apprehenfion  of  giving  umbrage  to  the  French  monarch. 

Whilb  the  ftateswere  unng  their  good  off ces  to  Ut-^ 
minate  all  diffevcnces  among  their  neighbours,  they  did  not 
negle6l  their  own  afi^airs.  For  (bme  years  they  had  been  iiv 
»  ftate  of  hofiility  with  the  little  pyratical  ftates  of  Barharyj 
though  no  tran&aion  worth  regarding  had  occurfecL  That 
t^e  (fates  were  at  war,  could  only  be  known  by  petty  de** 
predations,  and  the  fetzure  of  fome  Dutch  merchaMinen. 
However,  it  was  thought  convenient  to  negociate  a  peace 
with  the  Jlgerines,  which  was  figned  the  preceding  year« 
This  did  not  prevent  the  dey  of  Algiers  from  annoying  the 
Dutch  commerce,  when  he  could  do  it  to  his  own  advantage  i 
he  had  taken  feveral  {hips  fince  the  publication  of  the  treaty, 
and  was  full  as  dangerous  under  the  ma(k  of  friendfliip  21^ 
when  he  profcffed  open  enmity.  The  Dutch  cofnmifiarie» 
complained  of  thefe  infradions,  and  the  dey  alledged  that 
the  treaty  had  not  been  ratified,  becaufe  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  prefcnt  of  cannon  which  the  ftates  promifed-.  At 
laft  the  expedled  prefcnt  arrived  zt  Algiers,  wa»  received 

with 
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^ntk^rtatdemonftrations  of  jojr,  and  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  was  pobliflied  by  found  of  trumpet  and  the  firing  of 
cannon,  the  dey  folemnly  declaring  that  he  would  ftr^y 
obiervc  the  pepce  with  their  high  mightineiTes  ^. 

Th£  court  of  Spain  had  for  feme  time  been  folicking 
iu^^^a/ to  conclude  a  dcfenfive  treaty.    His  catholic  ma-    A.  D. 
jefty  perceived  that  Lewis  had  iittle  regaixl  to  the  treaty  of    168 1« 
NinugmeUj  and  the  fubfequent  agreement  about  the  title  of 
.Surguiufy  ;  he  was  therefore  defirous  of  fortifying  bimietf  by 
alliances.     CBarleSy  daring  die  civil  broila  in  his  kingdom^ 
liftened  patiendy  to  his  prppofals ;  but  he  no  ibonef  found 
himielf  at  liberty  to  coofult  his  own  inclinations,  Chan  he 
dropped  all  correfpondence  vnthSpaiuy  and  renewed  his  corn 
Bodnons  with  the  fyeiub  monarch.     Lnukf  notwithfbmd-^ 
uig  his  late  di(a{^intment,  and  the  rough  checks  be  fuf^ 
tained  in  the  profecution  of  bis  plan  of  univerial  monarchy, 
had  not  yet  wholly  abandoned  that  defign^    After  the  peace 
of  NimeguMu^  when  other  powers  had  difbanded  their  ar« 
mies^  \k.  k^t  a  numerous  body  of  forces  in  pay,  diflated  to 
the  neighbouring  ilates,  and  infolently  erected  chambers  at 
Ji^tz  and  Brifaacj  for  enquiring  into  titles,  and  refuming 
Ibch  territories  as  had  ever  belonged  to  bis  new  conquefts. 
The  authority  he  aflumed  was  extravagant.    He  fummoned  - 
fovereign  princes  to  appear  before  his  chambers^  and  oc<* 
fionally  ifiued  decrees,   expelling  them  £rom  thdr  domt-* 
111008,  in  cafe  they  difobeyed  Us  imperial  mandate.    He 
ieized  upon  Cajaly  and  the  free  town  of  Stra/bmgh ;  demand-    - 
ed  Moft  of  the  SpaniarAj  and  in  confequence  of  their  refii- 
^fid  to  cede  that  place,  he  reduced  Luxemiurgh^  This  incenfed 
the  catholic  king  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  be  declared  war 
againfl  France^  without  refieding  on,  his  inability  to  fupport  Adijen* 
it,  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee  all  the  Sfamjh  Neihirlandifive  treaty 
over-run  without  oppofition.     Letvis^s  condu^  alarmed  all  hetmieen 
Europi^  and  in  particular  the  ftates  general,  whofe  vicinity  ^^^fi^tef 
to  the  &panijh  Nethtrlands  made  them  peculiariy  interefled.  ^"'^Swe- 
It  was  this  confideration  which  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a  treaty  - 

with  Sweden  for  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Nimeguen.  As 
Great  Britain  was  likewife  deeply  concerned  in  the  object 
of  this  treaty,  M.  Van  Buiningm  was  fent  to  invite  the  king 
to  accede  to  the  new  alliance.  He  made  the  ilrongeft  r^- 
monftrances,  to  which  the  king  liftened  attentively,  but 
to  little  purpofe ;  for  though  conferences  were  appointed  to 

'  Soite  deHift.  de  M.  delaNaviUe,  pu  Anonym,  p.  a8.  et 
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negotiate  the  affair^  he  ftill  adhered  to  the  interefir  of  LewiSf 
and  in  the  end  declined  the  propofed  treaty. 

The  treaty  of  guaranty  concluded  between  Swidsn  and 
the  republic  was  not  at  all  reliflied  by  Lewisi  who  ordered 
his  minifter  at  the  Hi^ue  to  prefent  divers  memoriak  upon 
the  fubje4S>  to  the  ftates  general.  In  thefe  he  declared^  that 
he  regarded  this  alliance  as  an  ailbciation  injurious  to  him- 
ielf,  and  the  means  cS  kindling  a  new  war,  perhaps  more 
fatal  in  its  confequences  than  the  former.  The  ftates  vtn^ 
dicated  their  conduct,  by  alledging,  that  as  his  majefty  had 
repeatedly  acknowledged  the  republic,  he  mtHt  neceilarily 
allow  them  the  privilege  of  contracting  what  alliances  fhe 
Slight  think  proper,  which  was  the  eflential  and  diftinguifh* 
ing  prerogative  of  liberty.  The  obje£t  of  the  treaty,  they 
affirmed,  was  to  fecure  the  freedom  of  Europe^  and  preferve 
^e  repofe  of  the  republic^  as  well  as  of  all  the  neighbouring 
powers.  In  a  word,  they  ofiered  to  prefent  the  count 
dAvaux  with  a  copy  of  the  convention;  and  defended  thein- 
felves  with  fo  much  candor  and  force  of  argument^  that 
Liwis  appeared  fatisfied.  An  unfortunant  accident  how* 
ever  happened,  which  had  almoft  been  attended  with 
the  moil  ferious  confequences,  and  an  open  rupture  A 
lieutenant  and  nine  dragoons,  of  the  garrifon  of  Ypres^  had 
orders  from  the  kiiig  to  feixe  a  Frenchman^  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  Amflerdam^  and  been  admitted  a  burgefs  by  the 
title  of  the  count  de  Sardam. .  His  reafons  for  withdrawing 
1  from  the  i^r^n^i^  dominions  were  not  known  ;  but  it  was  the 
bufmefs  of  the  ftates  to  prevent  an  infradion  of  their  li- 
berties. The  king's  officer  and  his  party  were  therefore 
arrefted  at  R&tUrdgm^  and  fent  prifoners  to  the  Hague.  Se- 
veral memorials  were  prefented  by  dAvaux  to  procure  the 
releafe  of  the  prifoners,  oratjeaft  a  fufpenfion  of  the  pro- 
ceedings againft  them,  which  were  actually  be^n.  He 
alledged  they  were  the  king's  fubjeds,  waiting  at  Kotterdam 
for  a  conveyance  into  the  French  dominions ;  but  this  excufe 
not  anfwering  his  purpofe,  he  threw  ofF  the  malk,  and  de- 
clared  they  had  a^ed  by  the  king  bis  matter's  dire&ions. 
the  ftates  The  ftatps  pretended  great  aftoniftiment  at  this  confeffion ; 
£^Hoi-  ajij  perceiving  the  confequence  of  diflembling  in  a  point 
land  cm-  ^y^^^  f^  nearly  affeded  the  liberty  of  the  ftate,  they  acquaint- 
p  "  f  ed  the  ambaftador,  that  as  the  trefpafs  was  committed  in  the 
i^"^  provinces  of  Holland  and  Frifekndy  he  muft  apply  to  the 
^P^^^  ftates  of  thofe  provinces  for  rcdrefs.  He  did  fo,  and  ob- 
tained no  fatisfaflion.  He  was  told,  that  furrendering  the 
criminals  would  be  founding  a  precedent  for  every  prince 
in  Europe  to  violate  the  privileges  of  the  provinces^  and  that 

if 
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•if  thef  complied  with  the  king's  requeft,  the  fatxle  trouM 

be  expeded  by  other  potentates,  who  might  claim  an  equal 

right  to  their  regard.     In  a  word,  they  gave  him  to  under- 

ibnd,  that  the  proceedings  muft  go  on,  and  the  prifoners  be 

cither  condemned,  or  acquitted  legally.     In  confequeQcCy 

tbeprocefs  was  carried  on,  the  officer  folemnly  condemned 

to  be  beheaded,  and  the  dragoons  to  labour  in  the  dykes  for 

.the  /pace  of  ten  years.     Accordingly  the  lieutenant  was 

conducted  to  the  place  of  execution,  icaiFolds  were  ereded, 

,»  hearfe,  covered  vO'lth  black  cloth,  attended  the  criminal;  he 

was  brought  to  the  block,  and  there  pardoned  and  fent  back, 

with  his  party,  to  his  garrifon.  *  By  this  fteadinefs  of  coo- 

.dud  the  ftates,  afTerted  their  liberties,  without  givmg  juft 

caufe  of  complaint  to  the  moft  chriftian  king,    D*Avaux  at 

.firft  talked  loud,  and  denounced  the  king's  vengeance  ;  but 

•he  was  in  the  end  forced  to  acknowledge  that  the  equity 

and  firm  refolution  of  the  Hollanders  were  equally  commend-  ^ 

able. 

M£AKTiM£  the  emperor  perceiving  that  Lewis's  defign 
was,  gradually  to  defpoil  him  of  all  his  dominions  in  Al- 
face^  defired  to  be  admitted  into  the  guaranty-treaty  lately 
executed  between  the   court  of  Stockholm  and   the  ftates 
.general.      He,    at   the    fame   time,    formed   an   alliance 
with  the  circles  of  Franconia  and   the    Upper   Rhine^    in 
(Order  that    he  might  have  an  army  oil  that  river,  if  ne* 
.ceiSty  required*     Already  he  had  brought  a  body  troops 
/rom  his  hereditary  dominions,  the  comma;id  of  which  was 
^iven  to  prince  Waldec^  now  created  a  prince  of  the  em- 
.pire.     The  ftates  were  not  difpleafed  with  thefp  motions, 
;which  intimated  a  refolution  to  oppofe  the  ambitious  de- 
•iigns  of  the  French  monarch.      They    were   particularly 
.pleating  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  who,  beiides  his  general 
enmity  to   the  France^  had  now  perfonal  caufes  of  com- 
'plaint  againft  Lewis.    That  monarch  could  not  avoid  re- 
.fenting  the  zeal  with  which  the  prince  of  Orarige  efpoufed 
.the  liberties  of  Europe^  and  combated  his  ambition.     He 
law  that  his  vigilance  thwarted  all  his  meafures,  and  pene- 
trated into  his  moft  fecret  projeSs,  before  they  were  well    . 
formed.  Tho'  mconfiderable  in  point  of  territory  and  power, 
he  regarded  the  prince  as  the  moit;  formidable  of  his  enemies, 
becaufe  he  direded  the  councils  of  the  republic,  and  had 
•great  influence  all  over  the  empire,  as  well  zs  in  Spain  znd 
Great  Britain,     It  was  this  which  infpired  him  with  the 
"pitiful  revei\gc  of  attacking  the   principality   of   Orange^ 
hemmed  in  by  his  dominions,  and  environed  by  Provence^ 
was  not  poffible  to  make  the  haughty  foul  of  fFiliiam 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXI.  L  I  ftoop 
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ftoop  to  conceffions,  or  to  warp  his  integrity  by  tou^bfg 

him  on  the  fide  of  his  ambition,  though  that  was  his  pre- 

dominant  pa^on ;  but  it  was  in  Lewis  %  power  to  punifli 

his  obfiinacy,  and  hurl  down  vengeance  on  the  beads  of  iui 

innocent  people,  for  the  crimes  of  their  foveretgn. 

Vhtking       While  the  negotiation  for  a  defenfiTe  treaty  was  in 

^France  itghation,  the  wrongs,  damages,  and  oppreffions  which  his 

ppprtfes     highrrefs  had  fuftained,  cither   by  the  connivance  or   di« 

tbeinba-  \rc£lion  of  the  French  monarch,  were  often  recommended 

Utanu  •/'•by  his  friends  to  the  confideration  of  the  ftates  genferal,  to 

ih€frinci'\^^  difcuffed  prcvioufly  to  the  expected  treaty.    D'Jvamt 

1^9  *f    however  had  the  addrefs  to  have  the  motion  fet  afide,  under 

Onnge*     pretence  that  his  ckims  would  require  more  time  in  ad- 

jufting  than  was  allowed  for  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

W  hen  the  duchy  of  Luxemburgb  was  invaded  by  the  French 

troops,  the  commanding  officer  had  expofcd  to  fale,  by 

found  of  trumpet,  all  the  lands,  furniture,  and  tSc&s  <k 

^    y^     t^e  prince  of  Orange,  as  having  been  adjudged  to  him  by  a 

f^y*    formal  deci'ce  of  the  ftates  of  the  country.    It  was  of  the 

1002.    j^£^g  j^g  fuftaincd  that  the  prince  defired  to  he  indemnified ; 

but  as  the  defenfive  treaty  came  to  nothing,  he  was  forced 

to  refer  his  pretenfions  to  a  more  feafonaWe  opportunity, 

Lewis,  not  fatisficd  with  denying  the  prince  juiiice,  bad  re- 

courfe  to  farther  violences.     He  obliged  the  magtftrates  of 

the  town  of  Orange  to  expel  all  the  French  fcholars  from 

their  fcollege,  and  the  French  artizans  out  of  their  city. 

He  fent  two  regiments  of  dragoons  to  live  at  free  quarters 

upon  the  inhabitants,  until  they  had  levelled  a  wall  built 

as  a  defence    againft  the  incurfions  of  their  trotiblcfome 

neighbours.     As  thefe  arbitrary  proceedings  were  exdaimed 

againft  at  every  court  in  Europe,  he  was  at  no  lofs  to  colour 

them  over  with  fpecious  pretexts.     He  fpirited  up  the  prinee 

of  Conde  to  lay  claim  to  the  whole  principality,  in  qiKtlity  erf 

adminiftrator  to  the  duke  de  Longueviile,     To  prcferyc  all 

^       the  appearances  of  juftice,  he  cited  the  prince,  by  dieritfe 

of  mcffire  William   count  d^  NaJJim,  livmg  at  liie  Hesgne 

in    Holland,    to    appear   before  his  privy  council.     The 

provinces  of  Zealand,  Holland,  and  Utrecht,  were  unanrmous 

m  the  prince's  defence. '  They  reprefented  the  affair  to' ite 

ftates,  who  mentioned  it  to  the  count  dtAoaux\  bot  this 

minifler  having  no  inftru£lions  upon  that  head,  M.  Han- 

ftus  Was  fent  to  folicit  the  prince's  affairs  at  Paris,,  where  he 

refided  above  a  year  to  no  effcft. 

To  account  tor  the  indifference  with  which  the  fiates  of 
Holland  and  the  ftates  general  beheld  the  oppreffion  of -a 
prince  fo  nearly  conae(^d  with  the  republic,  and  to  whom 

and 
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and  Bis  anceftors  the  IJnUid  Prmnces  owed  the  greateft 
cA>Iigatioiif,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  enter  more  particularly 
into  the  fituation  of  parties  at  this  period.     It  was  the 
chief  bufinefs  oSd^jhaux  at  the  Hagut^  to  rear  up  an  oppo- 
fitton  to  the  power  of  the  ftadtholder,  and  cheriih  the  re- 
OMins  of  the  Lauvejiein  faction.     In  purfuing  this  fcheme, 
he  proved  fiiccefsfu)  beyond  probability,  confidering  the  5''^^^^^'/- 
d^refied  ftate  of  the  oppolite  party  a  few  years  before,  and  '^^^  ff^^  , 
the  vaft  popularity  and  power  of  the  prince  of  Orangt,   The  Lo^vcf- 
firft  trial  of  the  ftrength  of  the  faftion  was  made  on  the  re-  ^f»"/^' 
fufiil  of  the  Spamar£  to  cede  y#j&/?,  and  the  invafion  of  the  ^'^** 
7>»  Proviiuei  xhM  enfued.     The  prince^  alarmed   at  the 
danger  which  threatened   the  frontiers  of   the   republic, 
caufed  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  ftates,  and,  in  con- 
cert with  the  penfionery  Fagil^  the  Spanijh  refident,  and  the 
council  oi  ftate,  left  no  expedient  tCkntried  to  procure  a  levy 
of  16,000  men,  to  augment  the  forces  of  the  republic. 
The  ftates  declined  the  rcqueft,  tinder  pretence  of  the  ne- 
'  ceffity  of  confuking  the  provinces,  which  was  only  an  ar- 
tifice of  the  Fr^»f^'fa^ion,  to  gain  time  for  ftarting  fuch 
*  €»faje&{ons,  or  raiiing  fuch  an  oppofition  as  (hould  utterly 
difconcert  the  prince  s  defign.     At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
ftates  this  became  apparent.     Several  of  the  deputies  were 
inftru^ed  to  give  their  negative  to  the  motion.     The  city 
of  Amfterdam  was  at  the  head  of  the  oppofition  ;  and  after 
violent  debates,  which  lafted  for  eight  hours,  the  prince 
had  the  mortiiication  to  find  that  his  intereft  and  credit  were 
on  the  decline  \  for  the  ftates  feparated  without  coming  to 
any  deeifion.    Even  after  the  marflial  de  Humieres  had  over- 
run the  Nilh^lands^  the  oppofition  to  the  levies  continued 
without  flirinking ;  and  it  was  evident,  that  *the  faction 
«p)MPehended  more  dreadful  confequences  from  the  power  of 
the  ftadtholder,  than  from  the  ambition  of  the  French  mo- 
nardi.     In'  hopes  of  flattering  and  cajoling  the  proud  city 
of  Amflerdam  into  his  fentiments,;  the  prince,  at  the  head 
of  a  fdlemn  deputation,  waited  upon  the  magiftrates  ;    but 
though  he  was  rtceived  with  refpeft,  his  errand   proved 
liruitlefs.     Amfterdam  not  only  pofitively  declared   againft 
the  levies,  but  was  fupported  in  this  refolution  by  Leyden^ 
i>/^,  Stheidam^  the  Brtile'y  and  other  towns. 
'    Ijisappointbd  in  all  his  projects,  the  prince  ventured 
4Hpona  refolution,  deftruftive  of  the  liberty  of  the  towns, 
mid  Ae  very  bafis  of  the  union  of  Utrecht.     Finding  he 
i:ould  Hot  carry  his  point  in  the  conftitutional  method,  by 
the  confent  of  every  individual  city,   he  determined  that 
a  plurality  of  voices  ihould  be  fulBcient  authority.    So  rafh 
'  L  1  2  a  meafure^ 


5i6  Tbe  Hifiery  of  the  United  Proiince^j 

a  meafure,  dilated  by  paffion,  was  of  the  xitmoft  feTyicC 
to  his  enemies.  It  gave  thetn  a  fair  opportunity  of' ex- 
claiming againft  his  ambihon  ;  it  rendered  their  caufe  po- 
pular, and  furnifhed  them  with  the  patriot  fide  of  the 
.  difpute.  Grafting  oppofition  upon  public  fpirit,  they  now 
proved,  that  upon  no  .emergency  the  liberties  of  the  con- 
ftitution  ought  to  be  infringed  i  that  whoever  attempts  it 
mud  be  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  that  he  muft  have 
deeper  dcfigns  than  thofe  which  appear  to  the  eye  of  the 
public.  They  maintained,  that  by  ruftiing  into  the  war 
kindled  between  the  courts  of  VerfaiUis  and  Madrid^  they 
fhould  plunge  themfelves  into  greater  calamities  than  thofe 
.  they  pretended  to  remove.  In  proof  of  this  they  alledged, 
A.  D.  tii^at  the  French  minifter  had  already  offered  a  plan  of  pa- 
^^83.  cification,  which  &fain  ought  to  accept,  and  was  in  do 
condition  to  refufe,  even  though  fupported  by  the  republic. 
There  was  little  hope,  they  alErmed,  of  the  concurrence  of 
.  any  other  power,  without  which  no  better  conditions  could 
b^  obtained  at  the  clofe  of  a  ruinous  war,  than  were  now 
offered  before,  its  commencement.  There  was  no  de- 
pendance,  they  afferted,  on  the  promifes  of  the  Gernum 
princes  ;  and  as  to  the  eledors  of  Saxony  and  Bavaria^  Spain 
had  no  tiije  to  expecSt  their  ipterpofition,  as  they  had  not 
guarantied  the  treaty  of  Nhneguen.  The  emperor  was 
fully  employed  in  oppofing  the  Turks^  Sweden  had  hi^erto 
declined  interfering  i  and  as  to  the  king  of  England^  if  he 
had  any  rule  of  conduct  at  all)  it  was  to  efpbufe  the  French 
monarch.  In  a  word,  they  urged,  that  it  was  better  to 
accept  the  pCopofals  now  offered,  than  roufe  the  indignation 
o(Francey  by  making  ufelefs  levies,  which  would  produce 
no  other  effed,  than  lodging  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
ambitious,  laying  heavy  duties  on  trade,  and  raifing  enemies 
to  the  republics 

Notwithstanding  the  plaufible  plea  urged  by  the  city 
oiAmfterdam^  and  the  heads  of  the  French  faction,  the  prince 
ftill  infifted,  and  indeed  feemed  to  carry  his  point,  that  the 
plurality  of  voices  in  this  inftance,  where  the  fafety  of 
the  ftate  was  endangered  by  the  infatuated  oppofition  of 
party- prejudice,  fhould  be  held  of  equal  authority  with  the 
unanimity  required  by  the  conftitution.  This  was  certainly 
*fo  daring  a  trefpafs  on  the  conftitution .  of  the  provinces, 
as  could  not  fail  of  exciting  violent  commotions.  All 
blazed  oiit  fuddenly  into  a  flame  ;  yet  the  prince  of  Orange 
purfued  his  defign  with  that  cool,  determined  refolutiohf 

^  Scept.  Anonym,  p.  54,    Le  Clerc,  p.  iij. 
,  which 
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ttrhich  he  probably  wpuld  have  maintained  had  his  country 
heen  laid  in  afhes.  He  obtained  both  a  majority  of  the 
cities  and  likewife  of  the  provinces.  Zealand^  Fr'ijeland^ 
and  Hollarulffixaily  oppofed  him  ;  but  the  former  was  at  * 
length  gained  over  to  the  ftadtholder*s  meafures :  yet 
would  neither  Frifeland  nor  Groningen  fo  much,  as  admit 
of -a  deputation  to  convince  them,  that  they  ought  to  yield 
to  the  fenfe  of  a  majority.  As  to  the  city  o^  Am/ierdamy  it 
carried  matters  (o  high,  as  not  only  to  enter  a  proteft 
againft  the  levy  in  queftion,  but  ^o  declare  that  (he  could 
never  regard  this  refolution  as  an  zSt  of  the  ftates  of  HoU 
land,  becaufe  it  was  not  authorifed  agreeable  to  the  funda«- 
niental  principles  of  the  government,  by  unanimous  con* 
fent :  (he  therefore  declared  her  intention  not  to  Cjontribute 
to  the  expences  of  the  levy. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diflenfions,  the  Spanijh  envoy  pre* 
fented  a  memorial,  urging  the  ftates  to  declare  againft 
France  \  in  confequence  of' which  the  ftates  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  count  iAvaux,  propofmg  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
for  four  months.  This  taking  no  effcS,  the  prince  of 
Orange  thought  the  opportunity  now  offered  for  accelerating 
the  motions  of  the  ftates^  and  humbling  the  city  of  Am* 
Jierdam.  In  concert  with  .the  Spanijb  ambafTador,  he  ha^  in* 
tercepted  fome  difpatcbes  from  the  French  ambafTador  to  his 
court,  in  which  he  acquaints  his  majefty  with  the  methods 
he  had  pradifed  to  influence  the  magiftrates  of  the  city, 
and  ithe  Aims  expended  in  corrupting  the  deputies.  Thefe 
letters  were  produced  in  ^  full  affembly  of  the  ftates,  the 
prince  moving  that  two  of  the  deputies  chiefly  concerned 
Ihould  withdraw  before  they  were  read.  He  then  declared^ 
that  they  contained  a  clandeftihe  correfpondence  between 
M.  d^Avaux2Si\  the  city  of  Amjierdamy  inconfiftent  with 
the  honour,  the  liberty,  and  the  fafety  of  the.  republic^ 
Upon  this  they  were  fead  aloud,  and  produced  fuch  an 
e(re<9:,  that  the  ftates  ordered  copies  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
ail  the  cities  in  the  provinces,  and  the  papers  of  the  whole 
deputation  to  be  feajed  up,  until  the  fenfe  of  the  ftates 
general  (hould  be  confulted.  The  ftream  of  popularity  now 
took  a  diflerent  channel.  The  people  clamoured  againft 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city;  the  French  ambaflador  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  to  the  ftates  general,  renewing  his  maf- 
tpr's  former  propofals  of  peace  >  but  11  tele  regard  was  paid' 
to  overtures  which  were  ufed  as  an  artifice  to  ward  ofF  an 
enquiry.  The  prince,  the  pcnfionery,  and  the  council, 
urged  the  neceflicy  of  new  levies  with  more  vehemence 
tl)an  ever,  and  they  left  no   means  untried  of  procurin;^' 
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the  fame  fubmiffion  to  an  a£t  of  the  majority,  which  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution  required  to  the  t&  of  the 
whole  bcdy. 
A.  D.  With  refpe£l  to  thfc  letters  read  ini  the  afiembly^ 
1684.  they  were  vindicated  by  the  magiftratcs  o^  Amfterdaniy  who 
alledged,  that  the  cypher  waa^  mifinterpreted,  and  that  the 
deputies  had  aded  entirely  by  their  diredion.  They  then 
demanded  the  papers  belonging  to  the  deputation,  which 
had  been  feized,  and  fecunty  for  their  deputies  to  attend 
the  public  fervice.  Not  fatisfied  with  this,  they  fent  circu-» 
lar  letters  to  all  the  cities  of  the  unibn,  complaining  of  the 
aiFront  put  upon  their  deputies  ;  ^nd  to  excite  the  ferment, 
M.  d^AvauK  infified  upon  the  reftttution  of  his  letters,  the 
interceptiilg  of  which  w^  an  infra^on  of  the  laws  of  na«- 
tions,  ^nd  the  rights  of  ambafladors.  All  this  was  adding 
eembufiibles  to  the  flame.  JVilUam  adhered  to  the  chargp 
with  his  ufual  ftability,  Inftead  of  reftoring  the  papers,  he 
infifted  upon  an  inquiry,  which  however  he  could  not  ac- 
^  complifli,  ai  the  privileges  of  all  the  deputies  were  interefled 
in  the  event.  At  the  fame  time  he  purfued  the  main  oh- 
jed  of  the  levies,  and  procured  a  farther  fupply  of  horfe 
\  and  foot  for  the  fervice  of  his  catholic  majefly :  his  owq 
guards  were  fpecified  in  the.  number  of  auxiliaries,  and  he 
had  given  out  that  he  (hould  take  the  field  in  perfoji,  when 
the  ftates  of  Grmingm  and  Frlfeland  objeSed  to  the  vote  of 
augmentation,  becaufe  their  deputies  were  abfent.  They 
therefore  infiAed  upon  recalling  the  troops,  and  recom- 
mended, that  all  poffible  means  (hould  be  ufed,  to  difpofe 
the  court  of  Stain  to  accept  of  the  propofals  made  by  the 
French y  by  which  a  dangerous  war  would  be  prevented,  and 
the  frontiers  of  the  republic  preferved.  Wtlliam^  however, 
carried  all  before  him.  The  reinforcement  fent  to  the 
marquis  de  Qrana  amounted  to  14,000  horfe  and  foot:  the 
ftates  fignified,  in  their  anfwer  t4  the  remonftrances  of 
Frifiland  and  Groningen^  that  they  could  not  recal  this  re- 
inforcement;  the  laft  divifion  of  the  princess  guards  were 
on  their  march  to  Flanders^  his  own  field-equipage  was  in 
readinefs,  and  the  day  was  appointed  for  his  fetting  out 
toco-operate  With  the  Spanijb  general  in  the  condud  of 
the  campaign,  when  a  menacing  memorial  from  d^Avaux^ 
cxprefled  in  a  ftile  of  authority,  Ihook  the  refolution  of  the 
ftates,  difFufcd  a  panic  through  every  department  of  the 
republic,  and,  in  defpite  of  the  ftadtholder's  utmoft  efforts, 
put  a  ftop  to  all  vigorous  proceedings.  D^Avaux"  memorial 
Was  oppofcd  by  a  counter-memorial  from  the  Spamjb  en* 
voy,  in  which  he  put  on  a  great  {hew  of  magnanimity, 
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iSbzt  operated  but  little  on  the  minds  of  the  ftates,  as  it  waa 
unfuppbrted  with  the  requifite  power.    A  refolution  was^ 
therefore  taken  to  treat  with  the  French  oiinifter  on  the 
propofals  made  in  his  former  memories.    But  d^Avaux  now 
refufed  to  ftand  bjr  thofe  conditions.     He  alledged,  that 
circumftanccs  were  changed,  that  the  dilatory  proceedings- 
of  the  Dutch  government  had  obliged  the  king  to  enter 
Upon  new  meafures,  and  that  his  majefty  was  determined  not 
to  deviate   in  thfs   fmalleft  degree  from  the  propofaU  he 
now  delivered.     The  ftates  Oiewed  their  inclination  to  ac- 
cept any  terms^    They  were  intimidated  by  menaces,  ftruck 
with  the  power  of  LeuSs^  and  incapable  of  being  wound 
up  by  the  fpirited  remonftrances  of  the  prince  of  Orange^ 
to  the  necef&ry  pitch  of  refolution,     Frifekvd  znd  Gronin^ 
fenhefidps  continued  in  their  oppofltion  to  the  levies,  and^ 
the  city  of  Arnfterdam  politively  refufed  contributing  to  the 
fuppot/t  of  the  forces.      Conferences  were  at  lengtl^  opened 
with  JtAvaux^  and  his  terms  accepted,  upon  which  orders 
were  fent  to  the  troops  in  Flandars  to  defift  from  all  hpf^ 
tilities\  X 

Th£  Fremh  fa<9tion  having  gained  this  great  point,  de» 
termined  to  fubje£i:  the  prince  oi  Orange  toftill  greater  mt>r-9> . 
tifications.  As  foon  as  the  treaty  with  France  had  paiTed 
the  Ulual  forms,  the  ftates  came  to  a  refolution  to  difband 
adl  the  forces  raifed  to  al&ft  Spain^  confifting  of  1446  horfe 
and  9^42  foot.  The  magiftrates  oi  Arnfterdam  pufhed  their 
gnimoftty  fo  far,  as  to  invite  prince  Cafimr  of  Najfau  and 
his  court  to  their  citv,  with  intention  to  confer  upon  him 
the  ftadtholderfliip,  m  the  ropm  of  his'coufm  the  prince  of 
Orange.  This  proje3,  however,  was  baffled  by  the  harmony: 
fubfifting  between  the  two  princes,  and  the  magiftrates  de- 
termined to  compenfate  their  difappointment  by  fome  other 
method  of  revenge  no  lefs  fignal  and  mortifying.  Their 
deputies  were  inftrudted  Co  propofe  in  the  aifcmbly  of  the  ' 
ftates,  that  enquiry  might  be  made  into  the  ftate  of  the 
navy  ;  that  the  fleet  fliould  be  augmented  \  that  the  arrny 
ihould  be  farther  reduced  ;  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers  fliould  be  diminifhed,  and  the  money  iflued  for  re-r 
pairing  fortifications  ^nd  other  public  fervices,  fliould  be  fru^ 
^lly  managed,  and  the  accounts  accurately  examined* 
Thefe  propofals  were  diredly  pointed  againft  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  ftadtholder  ;  but  they  had  fuch  an  ap^ 
peafance  of  patriotifm  thleit  they, could  not  be  openly  op- n 
p^fed.    Yet  as  they  aSe£ted  the  intereft  of  fuch  a  number 

^  Lc  C^^s^c.  tom.  li.  p.  U3« 

I.  1  4  of 


520  ^he  Hiftory  of  the  United  Provinces, 

of  individuals,  it  wss  no  difficult  matter  for  the   prince^ 
without  appearing  in  the  difputc,  to  parry  the  thruft  made 
at  his  prerogative,  and  procure  a  negative  in  the  aflembly.  - 
Thus  Lewis  again  revived  the  diileniions  6f  Holland^  roufed 
a  fa£iion  which  had  forTome  time  lain  dormant,  and  once^ 
more  gained  fuch  influence  in  the  republic,  as  enabled  him- 
to  keep  up  the  ball  of  contention,  prevent  all  vigorous  rcfo- 
lutions,  maintain  the  provinces  in  a  kind  of  fubje(Sion,  and ' 
limit  the  authority  of  the  fladtholder. 
A^  D,        The  events  or  this  year  afforded  a  profpeftto  the  ftadt-* 
i68<.'    holder  of  a  clofer  connc6!ion  with  Engbnd.     His  father-in-' 
State  of    ^*^»  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Torky  fuccecded  to  the  crown,  and  it  was 
iherepub-  cxpe6ted  he  would  have   exerted  his  influence  with    the 
lie  'with     French  monaich,  to  procure  juftice  to  the  prince,  with  re-- 
re/pea  to    i^t,&.  to  his  principality  and  other  territories,  pppreiled,  im- 
Great        poveriffaed,  and  feized  by  Lewis,     He  was  fully  apprifed 
Britain,     of  all   the  grievances  of  which  William  had  cafually  and  * 
fruitlefsly  fought  rcdrefs.     The  marfhal  de  Lorges  came  am- ' 
bafiador  from  Verfailles^  to  compliment  him  on  his  acceffion^ 
)Ae  had  the  faireft  occaHon  of  doing  his  fon  eminent  fer^ 
vice;  but  he  refrained,  and  difplayed  a  coldnefs  which  was 
foon  after  improved  into  invincible  hatred.     All  the  Dutch' 
writers,  contrary  to  jthe  teftimony   of  EngUJh  hiftorians,' 
afiert,  that  both  the  prince  and. the  republic  took  ev^rj- 
method  of  cultivating  the  frtendfliip  oijames^  and  that  his* 
highnefs  proceeded  fo  far  upon  the  king^  acceffion,  as  to  in-- 
timate  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  then  redding  at  the  Hague^  - 
that  he  might  look  out  for  another  afylum.    Yet  did  thefc 
tenders  of  friendfhip  produce  no  return  ;^on  the  contrary, 
fjfames  W2LS  referved,  indifferent,  and  civil, to  the  prince  and' 
the  ftates  general.    To  the  former  he  (bewed  fome  remains 
of  the  diflikc  he  expreffed  to  the  marriage  of  the  princefs 
his  daughter  j  and  to  the  latter,  his  bigottcd  averfion  to  thc- 
liberty,  the  religion,  and  the  national  character  of  the  Hoi-  * 
landers.     Yet  he  affe<fted  complying  witK  the  temper  of  the- 
nation,  by  declaring,  that  he  would  maintain  the  ballance 
of  £«r^/>^  with  the  fteady  hand  of  juftice,  and  treat  upon 
a  level    v/ith    the   proud  Lewis  le  Grande.     His  embaily 
however  to  the  court  of  /S!<77n^  afforded  a  bad  prognoftic,  and 
became  ffje  fubjeft   of  uneafinefs,   not  only  to  the  fiates 
general,  the  prince  of  Orangey  and  all  the  protcftant  princes 
and   powers;  but  even  to  catholics,  who  wiflied  well  to  • 
Great  Britain^  and  forefaw  that  the  king's  bigotry  would 
fubje<ft  him  to  the  counfels  of  the  pontiff,  and  connefthim 
more  clofely  with  the   hvoufe  of  Bourbon,     Ronquello,  the 
SpanlJhz.mhzS:iiQ:y  is  faid  to  Jiave  intiipattd  hisapprehen- 

fioDf 


or  Republic  df  Holland.  51  i. 

Hdlis  upon  this  head,  by  which  he  gave  great  offence  to  the 

monarch; 

THOtJGH  the  duke  of  Monmouth  had  retired  to  Bruffih^ 

in  confequence  of  the  hint  given  him  by   the  prince  of  ' 

Orange^  great  numbers  of  malecontents  ftill  refided  in  Hol^ . 
landy  particularly  the  earl  o{  ArgyU^  wHo  was  making  the 
utmoft  preparations  to  return  in  a  hoftile  manner  to  his  na- 
tive country,  and  coritihually  fpurring  Mmmmtb  to  thofc 
ambitious  projefb,  which  he  was  on  the  point  of  relinquilh- 
ing.     SMtofiy  the  Englijb  minifter,  had  notice  of  what  was 
tranfa£ting.     ^Accordingly  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
ftates,  defiring  the  perfons  of  the  refugees  might  be  feized, 
and  the  vefiels  freighted  for  conveying  arms  and  ammunitioii 
to  Great  Britain  flopped  in  the  harbours,  which  he  fpecified. 
He  gave  in  a  HA  of  names  obnoxious  to  the  government ; 
and  the  ftates  Teemed  willing  to  Ihew' the  utmoft  refpcQ:    ^ 
to  the  court  of  Lonehn^  but  without  violating  the  laws  of 
bofpitaltty.     They  ordered  the  fesfrch  required  to  be  made, 
afteV  having  hii^ted  to  t;he  malecontents  the  neceiEty  of 
of  withdrawing  themfelyes   and  their  eiFe(5ts.     This  has 
been  urged  by  Englijh  writers  as  a  proof,  that  the  Dutch 
government  connived  at  the  intended  invafion  ^  though,  if 
we  confider  the  artifices  by  which  the  difaffefted  fubjeds  of 
Great  Britain  procured  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  hnoney, 
the  protedion  afforded  to  all  ftrangers,  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  thp  conftitution,  the  late  difpute  with  the  French 
king  upon  a  fufajefl  of  a  fimilar  nature,  and  a  variety  of 
other  circumftances^  it  will  appear  evident,  that  the  ftates 
were  far  from  giving  them  any  encouragement,  and  that 
they  did  all  in  their  power  to  oblige  the  king  of  England^ 
confiftently  with  their  honour,  the  principles  of  their  govern-  ' 
ment,  and  the  humanity  due  to  the  unfortunate.  The  Continue , 
ation  of  NwOille  ^9  indeed,  afHrnis,  that  notwithftanding  they 
had  no  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  a  prince  who  was  the  author 
of  two  wars,  and  had  conftantly  fomented  divifions  between 
the  king  his  brother  and  the  republic,  yet  they  prefently 
complied  with  the  envoy's  demands,  by   fending  copies  of, 
his  memorials,  and  of  his  lift,  to  all  the  towns  and  cities  of 
the  Seven  Provinces^  comm and  i  ng  the  m agiftrates  to  make  dili- 
gent fearch  after  the  perfons  pointed  at,  and  to  oblige  them 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic.     That  the  malecon- 
tents were   adlually    embarked    for   Scotland  before   thefe 
orders  "were  iffued,   was  certainly  one  of  the  firft  public 
paufes  of  difcontent  between  the  two  nations,     yames  3.1^ 

f  NuviLup;,  Hii^-  torn.  iii.  p.  84,  85,. 
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led^,  that  the  ftates  had  affifted  in  ftirring  up  rebelBoo 
among  his  fubjeds ;  and,  to  fliew  his  refentment,  he  en<» 
Gouraged  the  Algmms  to  dedve  war  afrefli  agaiaft   the 
United  Provinces. 
Hqwjlvek  folid  and  fincere  the  late  peace  conckide^^ 
Kiffg        between  their  high  migbtinefTcs,  and  the  piratical  fiatcs  ci 
Jamet  tjf-  Jlgiers^  might  appear,  the  great  commerce  of  Holland  in 
€ttis  tii     the  Medii/rranian,  and  the  valuable  prizes  every  day   be- 
Algerines  fo^e  their  eyes,  together  with  the  fuggeftiona  of  the  court 
toamjar    ^f  Londm^  were  too   powerful   temptations  to  be  lefifted 
^*'   z/-       by*  barbarous^  avaricious,  lawlefs  people.     They  there- 
rtfMk*    £qj.^  gjijj.  begai^   ^^{^  piracies,  and  to  fani^ify  thofe  rob- 
beries with  the  name  of  juftice,  they  publilhed  a  declara- 
tion of  war,   in  which  were  fpecified  a  variety  of  grie- 
irances,  real  or  pretended,  though  they  had  never  previv^ 
oufly  demanded   redrefs.      Ah  incredible  number  of  vei^ 
fels  fell  into  their  hands,  the  crews  of  which  were  con- 
fined, the  cargoes  taken  out,  and  the  (hips  abandoned  to 
the  fury  of  the  winds  and  waves,  with  perhaps  one  or  two 
of  the  more  helplefs  hands  on  boaid»    It  refleded  buf 
little  honour  upon  James^  that  while  every  chriftian  port 
•in  Europe  was .  {but  againft  thofe  violators  of  equity,  or- 
der, and  the  laws  of  fociety,  they  were  in   a  manner  pro- 
teded  in  England.    They  had  leave  to  fculljc  in  the  creeks 
and  harbours  on  the  Englijh  coaft,  to  lie  in  wait  for  their 
prey,  to  retire  thither  when  purfued^  to  fell  their  prizes* 
and  to  fupply  themfelves  with  every  neceflary*    This  a( 
leaft  is  the  allegation  of  foreign  writers,  nor  do  we  find 
it  refuted,  upon  credible  authority,  by  thi^  apologizers  of 
the  errors  of  that   unfortunate  monarch.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  ftates,  by  way  of  reprifal,  altered  their  conda<^ 
and  now  extended  their  prote£);ion  to  all  the  declared  ene-r 
mies  of  the  king  and  government.     They  fled  in  crouds, 
to  take  (belter  under  the  wing  of  the  republic,  and  the 
ftates  thought  themfelves  juftified,  in  purfuiqg  the  di^tes 
of  humanity  and  hofpi^ajity,  while  they  at  the  fame  time 
obtained  their   revenge.     Sir  Robert  Peyton  was  among  the 
number  of  the  Englijh  refugees.    He  y^as  highly  obnoxious 
to  the  court,  ana  fkreened  himfelf  againft  the  king's  re- 
fentment,  by  a  timely  retreat  to  Amfterdam^  that  univerfal 
afylum  for  diftrefs,  misfortune,  and  too  frequently  for  v\U 
lainy.     y antes  formed  a  delign  of  feizing  this  exile  by  <^^ 
violence,  knowing  the  refolution  of  the  ftates,  not  to  fur- 
render  him  in  confequence  of  remonftrances.     Certain  na*- 
tives  of  Great  Britain^  who  held  commiflibns  in  the  Dutda 
army,  were  employed  in  this  outrage,  on  the  laws  of  the 
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commonwealth ;  and  Skelton  the  envoy  conduced  the  at^ 
tempt  in  periTon.  Peyton  was  feized ;  but  he  was  refcued 
by  the  populace,  who  committed  to  prifon  the  officers  who 
had  thus  unjufiifiably  trefpafled  upon  the  conftitution. 
The  ftates  temonftrated  tp  the  court  of  L9ndim^  and  in 
liich  lively  terms,  that  the  king  thought  proper  t^  difavow 
all  knowledge  of  the  violence ;  however,  when  a  procefs 
was  formed  againft  the  criminals,  when  the  laws  were 
^likely  U>  take  place,  and  their  lives  were  in  danger,  Janui 
interpofed,  and  requefted  that  their  puniibmcnt  might  be 
referred  to  him,  and  that  as  they  were  fubje£ls  of  Great 
^firiiain^  thpy  might  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  their  country. 
On  this  occafion  the  ftates  {hewed  their  refpe6t  for  the 
king  ^  they  even  paid  him  more  deference  than  they  had 
(hewed  for  X^ewis  the  Greats  in  the  zenith  of  his  powen  and 
glory.  The  French  king's  officer  was  condemned,  and 
brought  on  the'  fcaffold ;  the  Englijh  offenders,  though  in 
the  fervice  of  the  ftates,  were  fent  over  to  Englaml^  in 
hope^  the  king  would  have  at  leaft  not  countenanced 
them  ;  but  they  were  difappoihted.  yames  not  only  par- 
doned, but  preferred  the  criminals  to  a  higher  rank  in  the 
army  than  they  before  enjoyed.         '  ^, 

Besides  thefc  caufes  of  matual  difcontent,  Jamet  en-      l^' 
larged  the  breach,  by  a  revival  of  the  antient  difputes  be-    ^^*>^* 
tween  the  EngUJb  and  Dutch  Eaft  India  companies,  with 
refpecS:  to  the  trade  of  both  nations  to  Bantam^  which  the        ' 
Dutchy  by  a  revolution  cffefied   in  the  government  of  that 
country,    had  artfully  monopolized.      The  Englijh  com- 
pany indeed  had'pre^nted  a  petition  to  the  king,  praying 
his  interpofttion,  and  ihewing  the  injury  fuftained  by  their 
commerce,  from  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Hollcmders 
in  that  quarter.     They  fpecified  a  number  of  violences 
conamitted  by.the  DuUhj  under  the  fandion  of  the  yourfg 
king  of  Bantam's  name ;  they  demonftrated  their  defign  of 
-  excluding  all  Europeans  from  that  trade ;  they  expe£ted   his  . 
majefty  to  procure  them  jufljce,  reparation  of  their  lofles, 
and  fecurity  for  their  future  commerce.     Jafnes  mentioned  ' 
the   affair  to  the  putch  ambaflador,    and  he  denied   the 
charge  ;  upon  wl^ich   inftru£lions  were  fent  to  the  Englijh 
minifter  at  the  Haguey  to  reprefent  the  complaints  of  the 
company  tp  the  ftates  general.     This  produced  conferen-^ 
ices  between  the  coo^miffioners  of  the  two  companies,  of 
which  the  reader  has  already  had  an  account  (A).     Froni 

'  the 

(A)  It  muft  be  confefled  that    pear  in  the  anfwer  of  the  Dutch 

|rcat  artifice- anij  chicane^  ao*    deputies,  to  the  charge  exhi- 
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the  king's  fo  warmly  patronifing  the  In£a  company,  an< 
other  circumftances,  it  was  inferred  at  the  Hague^  that  h| 
wanted  the  opportunity  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture 
with  the  republic. 

While  the  ftatcs  kept  a  iftrift  eye  on  all  the  occurrcn- 
itate  of  ces  that  pafled  in  England^  they  were  not  negledlful  of  th« 
Affturs  be-  conduft  of  France.  They  endeavoured  fo  to  condu^ 
^^^'»  themfelvcs,,  with  refped  to  the  court  of  VerfailleSy  as  to 
^'v'h  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  the  republic,  and  the  repofe  <rf 
Mid  liou  £j^jrppe.  They  fupprcfled  all  emotion,  at  the  inhumanitj, 
ihewn  the  French  proteftants,  and  the  cruelties  committed, 
in  the  principality  of  Orange.  Party  and  policy  both  con-'! 
tributed  to  prevent  their  intcrponng  for  the  prince  ofil 
Orangey  apd  procuring  Him  the  jufticehe  petitioned.  ThcyJ 
winked  at  many  other  a£ts  of  Lewises  defpotifm,  out  c^r 
dread  of  his  power ;  yet  with  all  their  caution,  a  flight, 
accident  had  almoft  embroiled  them  with  that  monarch.,i 
Two  Dt4fcb  men  of  war,  going  to  Viila  Nova  to  wood 
and  water,  fell  iil  with  a  French  fquadron  of  eight  men  of 
war,  compianded  by  the  duke  de  Mortemar,  The  French 
admiral  required  certain  honours  to  be  paid  to  the  king's 
flag,  to  grant  which  the  Dutch  captains  were  not  authorifed.. 
On  their  refufal,  the  duke  fired  a  broadfide,  and  an  a£tion 
enfued,  which  lafted  for  five  hours.  One  of  the  Dutch 
captains  perceiving  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  {heered  off", 
the  other  bravely  maintained  the  engagement,  was  killed,  and 
his  (hip  taken,  after  he  had  made  the  French  admiral  pay  dear 
for  his  viftory.  Immediately  the  count  d*Avaux  prefented 
a  memorial  to  the  ftates  general,  demanding  fatisfa&ioa 
for  the  infult  offered  to  the  king's  flag.  He  alledged,  con- 
trary to  all  probability,  that  the  Dutch  were  the  aggreflbrs, 
and  confirmed  his  allegations  with  fuch  menaces,  as  der 
termined  the  dates  to  fend  an  embafly  tp  VfirfaiUes^  to  put 

^  Univ,  Mod.  HiH.  vol.  x. 

bited  by  the  EngUJh  company.  left  to  the  judgment  of  thole 
There  remains  no  doubt  that  who  are  fufEciendy  acquainted 
they  were  guilty  of  numberlefs  with  the  fituation  of  his  affairs 
violences,  and  that  their  de-  at  this  period.  It  is  fufficient 
fign  was  to  become  the  only  proof,  that  the  Dutch  did  not 
commercial  European  power  in  aft  wholly  upon  the  fquare,  that 
Afia ;  bat  whether  this  was  the  the  Danes  and  other  nations 
proper  feafon  for  James  to  en-  made  diredly  the  fame  corn- 
ier upon  frelh  difputcs,  muft  be  plaints  as  the  Englijh. 
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'.tn  end  to  the  afiair  in  the  beft  manner  poffible.    Not« 
withftanding  juftice  and   equity  were  on  their  fide,  it  was 
found  neceij^ry  to  make  conceiSons,  and  procure  the  ref- 
titucion  of  their  ihip,    by  mean  fubmiffion.     This  com- 
monwealth, has  indeed  been  always  diftinguiflied  fortem« 
porifing,  and  converting  every   incident,  every  defpicable 
'  compliance,  to  her  own  advantage.     Pride  in  one  or  two 
inftances  blinded  her  to  her  interefts  ;  in  general  that  and 
every  other  paffion  were    made  fubfervient  to  her  avarice.' 
While  (he  was  making  acknowledgments  to  Lewis,  and 
imploring  his  pardon  for  injuries  ihe  had  fuffered,  for  pre- 
fuming  to  ftand  in  her  own  defence,   this  republic   was 
harbouring  the  ingenious,  diligent  artiians,  driven  out  of 
.  his  dominions,  and   perfecuted  on   account  of  their  reli- 
gion; (he    was   eftablifhing   new  manufaftures  upon  the 

•  ruins  of  the  French  induftry,  and  rendering  the  liberty  of 
her  conftitution  ufeful  to  the  extenfion  of  her  commerce. 
Hitherto  the  Dutch  traded  wholly  with  the  commodities 
of  other  countries,  now  they  tried  to  raife  a  foundation 
for  trade  among  themfelves,  and  they  fucceeded  by  dint 
of  perfevcrancc.  They  imported  a  breed  of  cattle  from. , 
Jutland^  and  the  northern  kingdoms,  which  they  fattened 
and  exported  to  the  neighbouring  countries.  They  ereft- 
cd    ai  variety  of  hard-ware   manufaAories,  chiefly  with   a 

•  view  to  their  Eajl  and  Weft  India  colonies,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  they  became  the  moft  diftinguiflied.  of  any  people 
in  Europe^  for  a  happ^  knack  in  making  toys  and  baubles, 
for  which  they  found  a  rapid  fale,  not  only  among  the 
barbarians  of  Jfia^  Africa,  and  America,  but  all  the  civi- 
lized nations  of  Europe. 

The  jealoufy  between  the  ftatcs  and  Great  Britain  in  the  Th^  ]ea- 
.mean  time  daily  increafed;  and  it  was' confidcrably  ^yxg- hufy  ht- 
mented  by  the  Oiare  the  prince  oi Orange  had  in  the  famous  t^een 
league  oiAugJburg,  which  was  fuppofed  to  operate  fo  power-  England 
fully  on  the  fubfequent  revolution  in  England^  though  we  tf«^Hol. 
muft  confefs  we  cannot  difcover  by  what  means  it  acquired  ^^^^  ^«- 
»any  influence  in  this  event.     The  ftates  took  the  alarm  at  ^'^^ 
-the  king's  aiTembling  his  forces,   ifTuing  out  commiifions  for 
-irepairing  and  augmenting  his  navy,  affigning  a  ftated  an-    ^    jy 
.jiual   fum  of  400,000/.  to  be  iflTued  quarterly  out  of  the     ^o 
trcafury  for  defraying   the  expenccs   of  the    marine,  and  '* 

holding  .  a  powerful  fquadron  in  continual  readinefs. 
.They  fufpeded,  from  thefc  formidable  prepaiations,  that 
fotnc  great  blow  was  meditated  ;  and  their  writers  alledge, 
that  the  priefts  who  fwarmed  about  the  king's  perfon,  and 
were   prcfumi?d    to  be  entirely    acquainted   with  the  fe- 

crcts 


526  The  Hifi^  of  /A*  United  Prwrinccs, 

cids  of  his  cabinet,  iofiouatod,  that  theftroke  waTklcSdi 
againft  the  republic,  and  tliat  the  FrmA  monardh  vouU 
join  his  weight,  to  render  it  decifiv^.     If  we  may  cnit 
the  teftimony  of  biihop  £im^  %   this  fu^cioo  was  sot 
wholly  without  foundation.    However  this  may  be.  Jam 
ceruinly  had  not  laid  afide  the  appearance  of  friendttup&r 
the  republic*    His  envoy  Skibon    was  recalled  from  die 
Hague^  and  fucceeded  by  the  marquis  d^MlnviUey  ve8ed 
with  the  powers  of  en^oy  extraordinary «    At  hk  firft)nihlic 
audience,  this  minifter  gave  the  ftates  the  ftrongeft  afiiiranocs 
of  the  lung  his  mafter's  regard  for  tbe  republic,  andfim 
rcfolution.  inviolably  to  obferveall  treaties.  ciHidiided  with 
the  ftates  fince  his  acceffion.     He  endeavouied  to  dt£^ 
all  the  apprehenfions  they  had  too  rafhly  enteEtained,  froa 
the  malicious  fuggeftions  of  pcrfons  Aihffe&ed  tohisias- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government ;  and  he  concluded  whi  b* 
lemn  protefiations,  that  the  preparations  which  .gave  btitli 
to  their  fears,  had  no  other  ohjcSt  than  the  prefervatioao/ 
the  repofe  of  Eurtpe^  and  the  defence  of  tkc  Srit^  domi- 
nions. In  his  private  negotiation  with  the  priace  of  OrJa^f 
he   afTured  his  highnefs,   that  the  king  bad  no  defign  d 
.injuring  himfelf  and  the  princefs  in  their  r^htof  foceeffioii 
to  his  crown,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  diteSt  male  iiTae.    Otha 
.matters  were  likewife  treated  of,  in  a  variety  of  conferencol 
•  the  Britijh min'iAct  had  with  t.he  prince;  hut  astheyhoie 
no  relation  to  the  general  af&irs  of  the  republic,  weAal 
omit  them*    Sufficient  it  is,-  that  a  reibiutton  was  tifaft 
of  feeding  M.  Dykveldty  in  quality  of  envoy,  to  the  cooH 
of  London^  with  inftrudions  to  expoilulate  boldly  widi  df 
king,  upon  the  meafures  he  was  purfuing  at  home  tsA 
abroad,  and  to  efFe£l  a  better  uaderiiandiiig  between  Ufl 
and  the  ftadtholder.     Bef<»re  the  departure  of  this  mittAetf 
AbhevilU  had  prefeuted  two  memorials,  one  upi^n  the  fubjed 
of  the  India  commerce ;  -and  another,  requiring,  that  doW 
Burnet^  an  En^hfl)  clergyman,  ^afterwards  r^fed  to  theiec 
of  SaUJbury^  might  be  banifiied  the  territory  of  the  fhte. 
A.  D.        "^^^  negotiations  in  Engfund  and  HMand  turned  upM 
1 688^     ^^  abolition  of  the  {>enal  laws,  and  the  repeal  of  the  m* 
ad,  to  which  the  king  wam^  the  prince  of  Chw^*9  0^ 
fent,  who  was  now  con/idered  as  prefumptive  heir  tetb 
crown,  in  right  of  his  priaoeft ; .  but  ff^l&m  did  not  fod 
inclinable  to  yield  any  of  the  liberties  of  the  protdaai 
religion.    He  eiien  declared  festively,  that  te  ceuUa«t 
tarry  his  refped to  the  king  fo  far,  as  (o^riiicehisJ^ 
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)rfon  td  his  incHiMition  to  oblige  his  lather-in*law»  This 
firmnefs  determined  the  king  to  have  recourfe  to  vuri««it 
-ttieifurcs.  He  made  frefli  levies,  augmented  his  fleet,  re* 
called  bjr  proclamation  all  the  Engli/h  feamen  in  foreign  fer« 
Tice,  and  by  a  letter  to  the  ftatcs  genertif  demanded  tht 
fix  Britijh  regiments  in.  their  ietvice,  a  demand  with  which 
ii«  was  fenfible  the  iijites  Would  not,  and  could  not,  com- 
ply. A  civil  anfwer  however  was  returned  ;  in  which  hit 
snajefty  was  given  to  underftand,  that  ho  treaties,  con- 
ventions, or  articles,  between  the  two  nations,  authorifed 
-their  fending  back  the  Brhijh  troops,  efpecially  at  fo  critical 
«  con^nAure,  unlefs  the  kingdom  fiiould  be  attacked  bf 
<iame  foreign  enemy.  The  'arguments  which  the  ft^tes 
Urged  in  apology  for  their  refufal  were  indeed  forcible  and 
irrefragable;  but  we  can  by  no  means  agree  with  their 
! 'writers,  that  the  prince  of  Or^w^^  had  no  hand  in  procuring 
Jthis  refolution.  If  we  may  credit  them,  he  had  at  this 
Uime  no  eye  to  the  crown  of  England^  becaufe  the  queen 
ras  now  declared  pregnant ;  though  we  have  the  exprefs 
^ftimony  of  all  the  ^Englijh  hiftorians,  that  Dykvtidt  had 
>rivate  inftrudions  from  the  prince^  to  treat  cktndeftinely 
^ith  the  Englijh  malecontents,  and  that  he  executed  his 
Icotnmiffion  with  equal  fecrefy  and  fuccefs.  Bifliop  Burmi^ 
:  f  vrho  then  refidcd  at  the  prince's  court,  acknowledges  that, 
,  t  previous  to  Dyivildi*^  departure,  he  held  frequent  confe^ 
yrcnces  with  the  prince  and  princcfs  upot>  the  aJFairs  of 
^nglanJf  the  difcontents  of  the  Engliftj  nation,  the  danger 
irhidi  threatened  the  pfoteflant  religion^  and  the  other 
ireliminaries  to  a  revolution.  Indeed  the  great  concourfie 
»f  the  nobility  and  gentlemen  of  diiftin£tion  at  the  prince's 
^couft,  the  cotrefpondence  he  kept  up  in  England^  and  the  i«- 
fvitations  which  he  laboured  to  procure  from  th»t  country,  are 
"ihxHiger  proofs  of  his  ambition  and  p<dicy,  than  of  his  ^ial 
'^^uty,  his  ^ncerity,  or  even  his  attadiment  to  religioiH 
(whkh  is -often  ufed  as  a  tloak^  by  princes,  to  Oover  defig^ 
^tiot  authorifed  dther  by  religion  or  morality  ^ 

At  this  time  the  vacancy  of  the  ©pifcopal'  fee  ^f  CMogni^ 
for  which  prince  Clement  of  Bavaria^  and  the  oardinai  of 
^Furjhnberg^  were  candidates,  furniflied  the  ftates  general 
with  a  pretence  for  affembling  <m  army  ki  l^e  neighbour- 
-hoQfi  oi  Nimeguen,  The  ;prote»fions  for«i^  by  the  moft 
-chri^an  kin^  juftified  this  lUeafure  ;  and  the  augmentation 
^f  the  EnghjB  navy  ai^rd^d  them  a  ^dous  handle  for 
^fttttiflg  their  marine  inafiofture  of  defoi^GC.    So^  were 
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Prtpara-  j^dddirable  mafks.  for  the-  printe  of  Orange^  at  this  time 
tionstoin-  making  preparations  to  invade  England.  He  had  an  inter* 
^/M^Eog-  view  in  fVeftpboliti  with  the  eledors  of  Saxony  and  Branden" 
land.  burghy  the  princes  of  Lunenburgh^  and  the  landgrave  of 
Heffe  CaJJil.  To  them  he  communicated  his  fcheme,  which 
was  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  interefts  of  religion 
and  liberty,  that  they  engaged  for  the  proteSion  of  Holland 
during  his  expedition  to  England.  A  fleet  of  fifty  large 
jhips  of  war  was  equipped,  and  fuch  a  number  of  traaf- 
ports  freighted,  as  would  ferve  for  the  accommodation 
of  twelve  thoufand  land-forces.  Frame  and  England  were 
alarmed  at  thefe  preparations,  but  neither  could  penetrate 
into  the  object  in  view.  The  count  d^Avaux^  however, 
received  in(tru<Slions  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  dates,  ex- 
preiEng  the  king's  aftoniOiment  at  the  mighty  preparations 
they  were  making,  by  fea  and  land,  efpecially  at  a  feafoa. 
of  the  year  when  the  augmentation  of  the  marine  inti-^ 
mated  fome  extraordinary >nterprife.  The  marquis  rf'^i'A/tf-f 
ville^  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  majefly,  fupported  thi^ 
memorial  by  another,  in  which  he  infifted  on  his  right  o>^ 
dtrmanding  the  object  of  fo  extraordinary  an  artnamentf 
This  remonftrance  was  followed  by  a  fecond  memorial  fron. 
f be  i^rfwA  ambaffador,  in  which  he  declared,  that  the  inti- 
mate friendihip  fubfifling  between  the  king  his  mailer  and 
the  king  of  England^  would  oblige  him  not  only  to  afiiit 
that  monarch,  (hould  he  be  attacked,  but  alfo  to  regard  th< 
firft  a6l  of  hoftility  againft  England^  as  a  manifeft  violatioi 
of  the  peace,  and  a  direS,  formal  defign  of  coming  to  ^ 
rupture  with  Frame,  To  tbis  memorial,  which  entirely 
confifted  of  menaces,  and  a  declaration  of  Lewises  purpofes; 
the  ftates  returned  no  anfwer :  and  with  refped^  to  if^^£#- 
W/&'s'remonftrances,  they  contented  themfelves  with  re- 
plying, that  the  preparations  in  England  rendered  it  neceP^ 
fary  for  the  republic  to  be  upojn  thcur  guard,  efpecially  a^ 
every  power  in  Europe  was  bulled  in  raiung  forces*  Befides^ 
they  demanded  an  explanation  of  the  treaty  between  Frauft 
nnd  England^  in  which  the  ftates  thought  tben(ifelves  par- 
^  ticularly  Interefted  ^. 

Upon  any  other  occafion,  fo  totigh  an  anfwer  would  pro- 
bably  have  produced  a  declaration  of  war :  it  now  only  drew 
another  memorial  from  the  Englijh  .minifter,  and  an  aflii- 
ranee,  that  his  majefty  was  ready  to  to-operate  with  the 
flates  in  preferviag  the  repofe.of  Europe^  and  enforcing  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen.     It  was.  evident  that  James  at  length 
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^rlcciVed  hi^  danger.  He  naw  betrayed  fympjtoms  of  fcaff 
smd  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  exprefs  his  defire  of  contrafting 
an  alliance  with  the  republic,  which  was  difregarded,  from 
81  cdnvidtion  that  he  was  fecretly  in  the  intereft  of  Frttnu,^ 
and  adually  in  treaty  with  Lewis,  The  truth  is,  the 
ftates  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  weight  it  would  give  the 
republic  in  the  fcale  of  Europe^  to  have  the  prince  of 
Grange  ort  the  throne  of  Great  Britain^  that  they  puflied  this 
meafure  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  This  was  the  fecret  fpring 
of  all  their  motions;  it  was  this  that  filenced  the  voice  of 
faction,  atld  rendered  every  man  attached  to  his  country^ 
though  poffibly  at  enmity  with  the  houfe  of  Orangey  promote 
with  all  his  might  the  great  defign. 

TiiE  firft  direft  confeiHon  of  the  deftination  of  the  arma- 
ment proceeded  from .  the  penfioner -P!?^^/,    who  frankly 
owned  to  the  m2Lrq\iis  J' Jhtevilley  that  the  prince  6f  Or^w^/^ 
in  confeqUfcncc  of  an  invitation  from  the  EngUJh  nobility,     . 
was  determined  to  afEft  them  in  rc-eftablifhing  the  ancient 
conltitution,  which  the  king  had  entirely  altered  fince  his 
acceflion.     Soon  after  the  ftates  publiihed  thei;-  reafons  for 
,  affifting  the  prince  with  troops  and  fhipping ;  and  this  de<^ 
/fclaratioil  was  followed  by  a  manifefto,  drawn  up  by  the 
^^  prince  o(  Orangey  explaining  the  motives  by  which  he  waj^ 
J^  aduated  to  undertake  the  intended  expedition  to  England* 
^Jttere  he  enumerated  the  grievances  of  the  Englijh  nation,  re- 
j^apituldted  the  fruitlefs  attempts  which  had  been  made  for 
Z  procuring  rcdrefs,  touched  upon  the  fuppofed  impofture  in  the 
!^  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  profcfled  his  own  and  the 
i  princefs*s  regard  for  the  Englijb  nation,  and  for  the  liberties 
J  and  the  religion  of  the  people.    Having  thus  paved  the  way 
'I  to  a  meafure  which  muft  unavoidably  produce  a  rupture  with 
,  Francey   the  prince  took  his  leave  of  the  ftates,  and  cm- 
barking  on  the  19th  day  of  OSfober,  failed  out  a  few  leagues, 
-when  a  ftorm  arofe,  which  fcattered  the  fliips  in  fuch  a  manr 
tier,  that  they  were  forced  to  put  back,  and  a  whole  week 
elapfed  before  they  could  reaflemble  at  the  place  of  fendez- 
l^ous.    A  fecond  time  the  prince  fet  fail,  had  a  favourable  The  prina 
paflage,  arrived  fafe  in  Englandy  and  was  joyfully  received  of  Orange 
as  the  deliverer  of  the  nation  ®.  '  arrives  in 

The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  extremely  cmbarrafled  the  England* 
court  of  VerfaiUes.     Lewis  had  already  laid  an  embargo  upon 
all  the  Dutch  (hipping  in  his  ports,  by  which  he  vipfated  an 
article  of  the  treaty  ofNimegueny  framed  exprefly  for  the  mu-» 
tual  fccurity  of  the  commerce  of  France  and  Holland.  What 
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A.  D.    ^^  ft^ll  ^  greater  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  the  ftSfS 
i689«    crews  were  forced  by  threats  to  enter  into  the  king's  fervice^ 
by  which  means  he  manned  a  great  number  of  men  of  war 
with  little  trouble*    In  apology  for  this  condud.  Leu/is  or- 
gedl  the  refolution  faid  to  be  pafled  in  the  ftates  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  French  manufadures,  though  his  majefly 
had  by  an  edid  exprefsly  forbid  the  importation  into  his  do- 
minions of  Dutch  herrings,  and  other  commodities.     His 
armies  were  already  committing  hoftilities  in  Germany^  and 
the  Dauphin  commanded  in  perfon  at  the  fiege  of  P&iBpJ- 
hurgh.    It  was  not  the  intereft  of  Lewif  to  multiply  his  ene- 
mies ;  but  he  faw  that  the  prince  ofOrangis  fuccefs  in  Eng" 
land  would  neceflarily  engage  the  Dutch  to  enter  into  the 
confederacy  againft  him  :  it  was  therefore  his  bufinefs  to  an- 
'         ticipate  their  defigns,  and  attack  them  before  they  could  be 
affifted  by  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  probably  by  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  EngUJh  nation.    With  this  view  he  declared 
Thi  king  war  againft  the  republic,  on  pretence  that  their  high  mighti- 
^France  nefles  manifefted^  by  their  formidable  preparations,  their 
declares     intention  of  breaking  the  treaty,  and  co-operating  with  the 
«^  «-     princes  engaged  in  a  league  to  oppofe  the  elevation  of  the 
gainfitbe  cardinal  Fur^erAerg  to  the  elcftorate  of  Cologne.     It  was  na 
refupUc.    furprife  to  the  ftates  to  fee  this  declaration  j  it  was  expeSed, 
and  foon  anfwered  by  a  counter-declaration,  in  which  die 
aflertion  of  ih^  French  monarch  was  refuted,  and  all  the  in-  { 
croachments,  violations,  arbitrary  proceedings,  and  oppref- 
fions  committed  by  the  court  of  yer failles  fince  the  peace  of  | 
Nimeguen,  were  clearly  enumerated.    They  demonftrated,  | 
neDtttdi  that  ambition,  and  the  luft  of  conqueft,  were  the  caufes  of 
emfwerthe  the  invafion  of  the  provinces  in  the  year  1672 :  that  neceftity 
declara*     alone,  and  the  valour  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  had  forced 
^'w*  hewU  to  make  peace  with  the  republic  in  1678,  only  to  re- 

cover frefli  vigour,  and  as  it  would  now  appear,  to  involve  £«- 
rope  again  in  the  flames  of  war,  from  which  however,  if  he 
f  attended  to  his  real  intereft,  he  could  not  expeiSl  to  be  a 

gainer.  They  urged,  that  the  king  paid  no  regard  to  ge- 
neral or  particular  treaties ;  that  he  loaded  the  Dutch  com- 
merce with  every  kind  of  impofition,  and  had  afluallj  put 
an  entire  ftop  to  fome  branches  of  trade,  exprefsly  regulated 
in  a  late  treaty  of  commerce.  Nothing  could  difplay  in 
ftronger  colours  his  arrogance  and  injuftice,  than  his  feizing 
all  the  Dutch  (hips  in  his  ports,  and  obliging  the  mariners  to 
ferve  in  his  navy,  without  any  other  ihadow  of  excufe  for  fo 
flagrant  a  violence,  than  the  republic's  charging  French 
commodities  with  the  fame  incumbrances  to  which  their  own 
were  fubjeSed  in  the  king's  dominions.     They  affirmed, 
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t^nt  all  his  afiurances,  by  folemn  embafSes,  were  only  fnares 
-to  lull  the  neighbouring  ftatcs  into  fecurity ;  his  treaties  of 
I>eace,  ncceflary  fteps  towards  renewing  the  war ;  his  word, 
liis  honour,  and  his  faith,  pfoftituted  to  the  purpofes  of  am- 
l>ition,  and  the  rage  of  conqueft  :  in  a  word,  that  his  whole 
conduft  was  a  feries  of  fhuiSing,  tergiverfation,  tyranny, 
oppreffion,  and  perfidy. 

Nothing  could  be  more  keen,  animated,  and  farcaftic, 
'than  the  terms  in  which  this  declaration  was  couched.  The 
Hates  were  fenfible  they  could  expeft  no  favour  from  Lewis^ 
-and  they  determined  to  roufe  the  fpirits  of  the  people  by  this 
proof  of  their  own  courage,  and  evident  deteaioh  of  the 
artifices  of  the  French  monarch.  Their  frontiers  were  co- 
vered by  a  powerful  army,  conduced  by  prince  Waldeh^ 
■and  compofed  of  the  troops  oi  Brandenhurgh^  Lunenburgh^ 
^Hejfe  Cajfely  and  other  German  flates^  jpined  to  the  forces 
bf  the  republic.  They  were  oppofed  by  the  marfhal  de  Hu- 
mieres^  and  both  armies  were  encamped  on  oppofite  banks  of 
the  Sambre,  The  prince  repeatedly  offered  battle,  which 
%vas  conflantly  declined  by  the  marjQial,  who  was  flrongly 
entrenched,  and  watching  every  opportunity  of  taking  t(ie 
bnemy  at  a  difad vantage. 

The  whole  preceding  year  was  confumed  in  preparations, 
j-ncampments,  flratagems,  and  endeavours  to  bring  on  a 
JJecifive  a6lion.     Spain^  Germany^  and  Savoy,  now  declared 
kgainft  France ;  but  Lewis  had  fent  fuch  numerous  armies 
-.nto  the  field  as  were  fufficient  to  make  head  againfl  all  his 
Enemies.     Hi$  flrength  feemed  to  increafe  in  proportion  as 
they  multiplied,  and  he  was  never  fo  formidable  as  when 
he   combated  fmgly  more  than  half  the.  powers  of  Europe, 
Luxemburgh  fucceeded  ir  Humieres  in  the  command,  and 
ff^aldek  foOn  experienced,  in  the  plains  of  Fkuris,  the  valour     a  ^  jj^ 
and  capacity  of  the  new  general,  who  was  the  pupil,  the    T^qq] 
friend,  and  the  admirer  of  the  illuflrious  Condi.    The  con-  q-^^  battU 
federates  were  defeated  after  a  violent  conflid,  about  fix  -^  pj^a, 
thoufand  prifoners  were  made,  all  the  cannon  taken,  and  rii. 
prince  Waldek  reduced  to  the  necefHty  of  adling  defenfively 
for  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  ^. 

Notwithstanding  theD«^A  were  defeated  ztFleuris^ 
the  troops  behaved  with  uncommon  intrepidity,  and  prince 
Jf^aldek  performed  all  that  could  be  expefted  from  confum- 
niate  abilities.  Luxemburgh  did  juflice  to  both,  and  con- 
fefled  that  never  was  vidory  more  obilinately  contefled,  or  \ 
a  retreat  more  formidable  than  thatv  of  the  Dutch  infantry^ 
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'who  were  exalted  above  the  Spanijb  infantry  at  Rocroi*     It 
was  now  the  endeavour  of  the  ftates  to  reinforce  their  ar- 
my with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  to  rcftore  the  fpirit  of 
*  the'  troops  by  rewardyig  their  valour.    A  fum  of  money  was 

diftributed  among  the  infantry,  and  the  higheft  praifes  were 
beftowed  upon  their  conduft.  The  regiments  which  had  fuf- 
fcred  moft  were  relieved  by  frefli  troops  drawn  put  of  gar- 
rifon,  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburgh  with  a  body  of  forces 
joined  the  army,  and  fuch  vigorous  raeafures  were  taken  as 
prevented  Luxemtur^h's .  drsLwing  any  advantage  firom  his 
viflory. 

ENGLAND  and   Holland  were   now  united    in  the 
ftri^eft  bonds  of  alliancie,  though  the  difturbances  in  Ireland 
prevented  king  William  from  embarking  deeply  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  continent.    To  execute  the  great  fcheme  pro* 
pofed  of  humbling  Lewisy  it  was  neceffary.  fifft  to  eftabliA 
himfelf  firmly  upon  his  new  throne,  and  cut  off  all    hope 
'        from  the  unfortunate  James  of  ever  recovering   his  domi- 
nions.    The  Dutch  and  Engltjh  fleets  were  lying  at  St^  /fc- 
^«'s,  when  advice  arrived  that  the  French  fquadron  had  en- 
tered the  Channel.  On  the  23d  of  July  the  admirals  weighed, 
having  exprefs  orders  to  fight  the  enemy,  notwith (landing 
their  great  inferiority.     In  all,  the  French  fleet  amounted  to 
119  fail,  80  of  which  were  of  the  Ime,  while  the  combined 
fquadrons  did  not  exceed  56  Ihips  of  the  line,  befides  fri- 
gates.    The  van  w?is  led  bythe,  D«/<:^  fquadron,  formed 
A  fea-       i"^^  three  divifiohs,  under  the  admirals  Everi%en^  Callenhergy 
fight  J  in     and  Vander  Putten,     Lord  Torrington^  the  Englijh  admiraJ, 
<which  the  commanded  in  the  center.     Off -8<?^^^  they  came  up  with 
Dutch  art  the  enemy,  and  the  Dutch  began  th^  engagement  with  the 
roughly       French  van,  led   by  the  famous  -Chatau  Ranaudy  who  fuf- 
handled,     tained  the  attack  v/ith  great  intrepidity,  but  was  at  lafl  put 
in  diforder,  after  a  fharp  action,  which  continued  for  three 
hours.     He  was  however  .fuppor.ted  by  another  divifion  of 
the  French  fquadron,  and  the  battle  again  renewed  with  the 
•/    utmoft  vigour.    As  tht  Englijh  divifion  lay  at  a  confiderabic 
diftancej  the  Hollanders  were  furrounded,     Tofrington  en- 
deavoured  to  extricate  thcm>  but  with  fo  much  cautioa, 
that,  perceiving  their  fafety  depended  upon  their  own  cou- 
rage, the  Dutch  made  one  violent  effort,  and  happily  broke 
through  the  enemy.     It  appears  from  the  lo(^  fuftained,  that 
the  Dutch  fuflained  the  whole  burden  of  this  eng^agemcnt. 
Three  of  their  fliips  were   funk,  and  an'  equal   number 
ftranded  on  the  coaft  of  Su^exy  to  which  they  fet  lire,  to 
prevent  their  falling  intp  the  eneoiyXhmidd*     Befides,  they 
had  feveral  gallant  oiEcers  killed^  particularly  the  rear-admi- 
2  rals 
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rals  Bid  and  Brockel^  and  captain  Nordei^  with  a  multitude 
of  inferior  officers  and  feamen.  .  Next  day  the  French  cams 
wp  with  captain  Varden  Toesj  in  a  fixty  gun  (hip,  difabled  by 
the  lofs  of  her  mails  in  the  preceding  action,  and  took  him 
after  a  defperate  refiftance.  In  a  word,  it  was  uni^^erfally  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  Hollanders  fought  with  the  utmoft  ikill 
and  intrepidity,  and  that  had  they  been  properly  feconded, 
the  enemy  muft  have  yielded  the  viflory.  So  fenfible  wenp 
the  flates  of  thp  gallant  behaviour  of  the  admirals^'that  they 
received  them  with  the  higheft  refpci^,  continued  them  in 
the  command,  and  ifTued  orders  for  repairing  and  augment- 
ing the  fleet  with  all  poflible  difpatch  j  yet  was  it  fome  mor- 
tification to  ite  two  ftates  who  had  lately  difputed  the  em- 
pire of  the  ocean,  now  foiled  by  an  upftart  maritime  powgicj 
reared  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  by  the  care,  vigilance 
and  genius  of  Colbert  **, 

It  was  now  expelled  the  war  on  the  continent  would  af- iT/Vsr^ Wil- 
fume  a  favourable  afped.     King  JVilliamy  by  the  battle  of  liam /r^- 
J^oyne^  hacj  defeated  the  defigns  of  th6  French  monarch  zxA  fides  atth» 
the    unfortunate   king  ^ames  in  Ireland,     He  crofled  the  grand con^^ 
ieas  to  prefidc  at  the  ,congrefs  at  the  Hague^  the  nioft  fplen-  ^f*^  ^ 
did  and  numerous  that  bacf  ever  appeared.     His  public  en-  *^ 
trance  into  the  Hague  was  magnificent  j  his  arrival  difFufed     *8"^* 
vigour  through  the  provinces;  he  was  confidered  as  the 
head  of  the  league  forming  againft  Lewis  for  the  defence  of 
public  liberty ;  and  the  perfonal  qualities  of  the  prince  of 
Orangi  received  additional  ludre  from  the  Brttijh  diadehi. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  and  reverence  with  which  he 
•was  received  by  the  ftates^  to  whom  he  paid  his  firft  com- 
pliments.    In  a  ftudied  fpeech^  his  majefty  acquainted  them 
"with  the  faccefs  of  his  endeavours  to  fecure  the  liberty  and 
religion  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain^  with  the  ftate  of 
arfairs  in  Ireland^  and  with  his  refolution  now  to  oppofe 
in  perfon  all  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  to  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  and  to  employ  the  whole  ftrength  pf  hi$ 
new  dominions  in  curbing  the  infolence  of  France^    and 
procuring  an  equitable,  honourable,    and  folid  peace  for 
Europe. 

Having  difpatched  matters  with  the  ftates  8;eneral,  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  and  the  council  of  ftate,  William^  in  the 
next  place,  turned  his  attention  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  con- 
grefs,  which  was  compofed  of  a  great  number  of  fovereign 
princes,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  all  the  powers  engaged 
in  the  grand  alliance.    He  opened  the  conferences  with  a 
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laboured)  fpirited  harangue,  recommending  vigour  and  iina^ 
nimity.  He  demonfirated,  that  the  interefts  of  every  indivi- 
dual concerned  in  the  league  wfre  comprized  in  the  fucce& 
'  of  the  confederacy  :  he  enlarged  on  the  power  of  the  enemyt 
the  daring  ambition  of  Lewis,  the  number  of  his  forces,  and 
the  ability  of  his  generals,  trained  up  under  Turenne  and  Condtj 
the  great  mafters  of  the  mititaiy  art.  In  the  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  adion  was  more  requiute  than  deliberation.  All  the 
principal  fortrefles,  which  formed  the  barrier  of  liberty,  were 
poffeffed  by  the  enemy,  who  would  foon  like  a  torreht  over- 
run Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  if  they  were  not  checked 
by  the  mod  fpirited  efforts.  Divifions,  dilatory  proceedings, 
or  a  failure  of  engagements,  would  prove  equally  fatal :  it 
was  in  vain  to  oppofe  fruidefs  complaints,  or  unprofitable  re- 
monfirances,  againft  injuftice;  the  fword  alone  was  the  ade- 
quate protedor  of  innocence,  and  avenger  of  wrongs.  Nei- 
ther the  refolutions  of  a  barren  diet,  nor  the  airy  hope  of 
fanguine  perfons,  built  on  a  chin^erical  foundation,  but  fij- 
diers,  a£lion,  courage,  condud,  and  unanimity,  could  with- 
fiand  the  proud  elated  Lews.  He  concluded,  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  exert  his  utmoft  credit,  employ  his  forces,  ex- 
pend his  whole  revenue,  and  hazard  hb  perfon^  in  refcuing 
the  liberties  of  Europe  out  of  the  hands  of  an  infolent  op- 
prefibr;  and  he  doubted  not  but  the  Almighty  would  profpef 
his  endeavours,  if  feconded  by  the  fame  refolutions  in  all  the 
other  allies.  Upon  this  the  copgre^  proceeded  to  adjuft  the 
proportions  of  money  and  troops  which  each  of  the  parties 
engaged  tofurnifh.  The  whole  exceeded  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  men,  of  whonfi  the  republic  fent  thirty-five  thouland. 
Next  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  concerted,  every 
article  of  the  alliance  wa$  fully  explained,  the  conditions  upon 
which  peace  would  be  accepted  clearly  determined,  and  the 
whole  confederacy  formed  agreeable  to  that  plan  which  fFil- 
liam  had  delineated  in  his  own  mind,  when  he  was  no  more 
than  prince  of  Orange  and  ftadtholder  of  Hollands 
A.  D.  While  William  was  thus  exerting  himfelf  to  cement  a 
1691.  powerful  alliance  againft  Prance,  while  he  was  performing 
every  fun£lion  of  a  great  monarch,  an  able  politician,  and 
fiaunch  afTerter  of  liberty,  the  French  monarch,  perceiving  h$ 
(hould  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  he  expeded  from  the 
preceding  catnpaign,  was  taking  vigorous  meafures  for  con* 
'  .  tinuing  tlie  courfe  of  his  victories,  which  would  infallibly  at 

length  tire  out  the  confederates,  and  produce  thofe  Iblid  bene- 
fits which  he  propofed,  by  making  his  chief  pufb  on  the  fide 
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ef  the  Netherlands.  He  hoped  to  difconcert  all  the  projects 
of  his  enemies  by  ftriking  fome  fi^nal  blow,  which  ihould 
decide  the  fate  of  the  war,  before  the  allies  could  be  ready  to 
take  the  field.  He  relied  much  upon  the  dilatory  proceedings, 
the  tedious  deliberations,  and  the  difientions  which  would  pro- 
bably arife  in  fo  heterogeneous  a  league,  con^pofed  of  fuch  a 
▼arietv  of  members,  cpnneded  only,  as  he  imagined,  \n  one 
tie,  that  of  their  general  animofity  to  France.  His  defign 
was  to  attack  Mons^  and  thereby  open  die  gates  of  Brujjfeliy 
Antu)erpy  and  Liege.  In  a  word,  he  perceived,  that  as  yet 
the  allies  had  neither  troops  nqr  magazines  formed,  equal  to 
their  mighty  fchemes ;  and  it  was  upon  thefe  circumftancea 
he  founded  his  fanguine  expedations.  Befides,  LiwiiYoA 
prodigious  magazines  upon  the  frontiers ;  and  bis  army  was 
cantoned  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  aflembled  at  the  iborteft 
notice.  H'ence  he  doubted  not  of  being  able  to  (hake  the 
credit  of  king  ^lliam^  and  detaching  from  the  confederacy 
Ibme  of  the  allies,  by  fhewing  them  that  the  perfon  they  re- 
garded as  a  hero,  and  their  deliverer,  was  unable  to  proted 
them.  It  was  with  this  view  that  the  French  troops  were  put 
in  motion  in  the  month  of  February^  and  that  Mons  was  in- 
veiled,  before  the  allies  had  thought  of  taking  the  field.  All 
ff^Ilianfs  endeavours  could  not  relieve  the  befieged :  they  fur- 
rendered,  and  Lewis  thus  ihewed  his  contempt  of  the  grand 
confederacy.  A  medal  was  Aruck  at  Parisy  reprefenting  a 
town  befieged,  with  an  army  looking  on,  and  the  following 
explanatory  infcription,  Amat  vi^oria  tejies ;  alluding  to  king 
WiUiam^  who  lay  with  his  whole  army,  at  IMly  a  fpe£btor  of 
Luxembwr£%  triumph.  Scarce  any  thing  further  was  attempted 
during  the  campaign^  Lewii  returned  to  Paris^  and  William 
fet  out  for  England* 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNO  it  was  tjie  mutual  tntercft  of  I>^tf-/)^^^, 
mark  and  the  republic  to  live  on  terms  of  amity,  a  variety  ofSetweem 
caufcs  arofe  to  difturb  their  friendship*  and.  produce  ^  rupture.  Denmark 
Denmark^  fenfible  that  (he  commanded  the  trade  of  the  Bal-  ^uidlfdh 
ticy  by  means  of  the  Sounds  frequently  made  ufe  of  that  cir-land. 
cumflance  to  augment  her  revenue.    She  arbitrarily,  and 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  impofed  new  duties  upon  all 
merchandize  paffing  through  the  Sound.  -  The  cuftoms  paid 
by  Dutch  vefTels  was  rated  by  treaty ;  hut  this  did  not  fatisfy 
the  Danijh  monarch.     Without  giving  the  dates  any  previous 
intimation,  he  demanded  an  additional  duty ;  and  being  re- 
fufed,  he  feized  upon  twenty-four  merchant*men  in  the  port 
of  Copenhagen.    So  grofs  a  violation  of  all  the  treaties  fubfift*^ 
ing  alarmed  the  Dutch :  they  fent  an  ambaflador  to  Denmark^ 
wi  his  fpirited  remonftrances  brought  the  northern  monarch 
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to  rcafon.    Conferences  were  held,  the  J>utcb  (bipaj  iieftor^ 
the  quarrel  was  codfipromifed,  and  d)e  trade  of  the  provincet 
eilablifhed  upon  the  ufual  footing  ^ 
A.  D.       ^This  y<iar  IVilUamy  as  chief  of  the  confederates,  fuftained 
1692,    frefli  mortifications.     In  the  preceding  campaign  he  was  an 
cye-witncfs  to  the  glorious  triumph  of  Lewh^  in  the  redudion 
oi-  Mons,    It  was  'now  his  fortune  to  ereft  new  trophies  to 
Ituxemburg^  by  the  fniitlefs  attempts  he  4nade,  at  tlie  head  of 
a  powerful  army,  to  raife  the  fiegc  of  Namur,    The   I06  of 
this  city,  and  of  the  bloody  battle  that  enfired  at  Steihkirl^ 
though  tbcy  detra£^  nothing  from  the  reputation  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain^  proved  extremely  irkfome  to  the  (lates  ge- 
nera), who  beheld  the  Netherlands  gradually  falling  into  Ac 
enemy's  hands,  in  defpite  of  their  utmoft  efforts.     The  feeble 
c6ndition  indeed  of  the  Sfdntjh  provinces,  obliged  William  to 
decline  the  offer  of  them  pade  by  Spain^  and  recommend  the 
^Icdlorof  Bavaria  to  the  government,  which  however  proved 
but  a  feint  fecurity.    To  preferve  the  refidue  of  the  Ngtber^ 
lands  under  the  dominion  of  Spain^  and  prevent  the  exorbitant 
growth  of  France^  by  the  addition  of  the  ten  provinces,  was 
evidently  the  obgedt  of  the  grand  aUiance.     Hitherto  all  at* 
tempts  to  regain  what  had  been  loft  proved  fruitlefs.     Frame 
was  every  day  adding  to  her  conquefts :  it  was  neceflary  there* 
fore  to  redouble  the  efforts  to  oppofe  her.    All  the  powers  en- 
gaged in  the  confederacy  were  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
molt  vigorous  meafures ;  but  they  (hifted  the  hurthen  from 
-.    their  own  fhoulders.     The  emperor's  favourite  point  was  the 
*^f  ^^.^  making  conquefts  on  the  fide  ox  Hungary:  the  German  princes, 
^'nc-     ^^^"^^^  danger,-  could  aft  only  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
therlands.  whole  empire  j  and  thofe  more  remote  did  not  care  to  engage 
*  in  the  w«r,  without  a  valuable  confideratioti.    The  Stuifs  can- 
tons ftudied  only.tp  convert  their  neutrality  to  the  heft  advan- 
tage. '  Spdin^mti  declined  in  the  ufe  of  all  her, faculties : 
her  ufud'ftreligtli' and  vigour  were  vaniflied,  and  flic  relied 
intirely  upon  the  maritime  powers  for  her  defence  and  fecurity; 
England  and  Holland^  indeed,'  of  all  the  confederates,  kept  up 
to  their  engagements.     They  made  up  all  deficiencies ;  and 
WilBam  blended  indifcriminately  the  duties  of  a  Britijh  mo- 
narch diui-Ti  Dutch  ftadtholder.     As  the  king  over  a  great' 
*    commercial  people,  he  could  not  wholly  abftraft  himfelf  from 
the  affairs  of  the  continent :  as  the  ftadtholder  of  Holland^  he 
was  immediately  interefted  in  checking  the  progrefs  of  Lewis's 
conquefts.     fiut,  unfortunately  for  bis  new  fubjefts,  he  made 
HQ  difference  between  the  relative  concern  of  the  one  nation^ 
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find  the  fundamental  neceflkry  int^rcft  of  the  other,  in  th^ 
fafcty  of  the  Netherlands,  Great  Britain  contributed  perhaps 
more  towards  the  war  than  t;he  republic;  yetjcould  not  that 
ifland  expedt  an  additional  foot  of  territory  by  the  moft  fortu* 
nate  iflue,  though  the  people  were  accumulating  debts,  and 
Jaying'  the  foundation  of  that  enormous  ftrufture  of  public 
credit  afterwards  reared  up,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  all  Europe, 

The  'French  kin^  dia  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  eflPoi.i 
made  by  his  generals  in  Germany^  the  Netherlands j  and  Italy ^ 
He  projefted  a'fcheme  which  would  have  proved  deciflve,  had« 
it  fucce^ded.    This  was  a  defcent  upon  England^  the  meafures 
for  .which  had  been  fo  admirably  concerted,  that  king  James 
looked  upon  himfelf  as  already  reftbred  to  hi^  throne.     As 
Leijuis  niade  no  fecret  pf  the  intended  expedition,  nothing 
was  omitted  by  the  queen  oi  England,  regent  in  the  king's 
^fbfence,  to  fruftrate  its  effefls';  and  the  ftates-general  hearti- 
ly co-operated  with'  her  majefty,  ordering  a  powerful  fqua- 
dron  immediately  to  join  the  Englijh  admiral,  though  they  yet 
fmarted  under  the  fevere  blow  received  in  the  laft  fea-ertgage-  ^, 
ihent.    On  this  jun^^ion  the  combined   fleet  amounted  to  «      • 
eighty-eight  fail,  near  double  the  number  of  Tiwr^yy/Z/s  ^V^^'  ^^^^ 
dron,  who  was  then  waiting  at  La  Hogue  for  the  Toulon  ^^^^'/^ated* 
droriy  commanded  by  M.  iEiree*  <  To  the  pofitive  orders  re- 
ceived from  the  iPren^h  court  to  fight  the  EngUJh^  before  they 
ihould  be  joined  by  theZ)«fci&  fleet,  maybe  attributed  the  mif- 
carriage  of  this  grand  armament,  which  would  otherwife  have 
at  leaft  anfwered  Lewises  purpofe  of  makiiig  a  powerful  diver- 
fibn.     In  hope  that  the  jun£Uon  of  the  fleets  of  England  and 
Holland  had  not  yet  taken  place,  Tourville  fet  fail,  and  en- 
countered th^  enemy  off  Cape  Barjleur  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
May.    The  allies  were  defcried  in  three  divifions ;  admiral 
Allemonde^  with,  the  Dutch  (hips,  leading  the  van ;  admiral 
JkujfeU  with  the  EngUJh  red  fquadron,  compoCng  the  center  ; 
and  Sir  John  Ajhly^  with  the  blue  Englijb  fquadron,  being  Ra- 
tioned in  the  rear.     The  engagement^  began  between  d'Am" 
freviUcy  who  led  the  French  van,  and  AUemonde.    The  former 
bore  down  upon  the  Dutchy  and  made  a  very  brifk  attack, 
which  W4S  fuftained  with  unfhaken  firmnefs.     Tourville  en- 
gaged, the  red  fquadron,  and  here  the  aSion  was  equally  hot, 
and  furious.     The  reai'  divifions  of  both  fides  came  up  to 
fupport  the  centers,  by  which  the  battle  became  general,  as 
far  as  the  fituation  of  the  combined  fleet  would  admit;  for  a 
calm,  that  enfued,  prevented  RuJfeVs  clofing  the  line.     Both 
'  iides  .fought  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  impetuofity  for  fome^ 
hours,  until  fo  thick  a  fog  arofe  as  obliged  the  combatants ^to. 
fepar^te.    This  recels  was,  howsver,  but  of  ihort  duration: 
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the  fog  was  difpelled^  and  Tourville  was  feen  profiting  by  the  op-* 
portunity  to  withdraw  from  an  engagement  to  which  be  found 
himfelf  unequal.     Rear-admiral  Shovel  had  the  addrefs  to 
gain  the  windward,  and  feparate  Tourvillis  divifion.  from  the 
^uadron  defitned  to  fupport  him  under  Pannatiir\  by  which 
the  engagement  was  again  renewed,  and  the  French  admiral 
inclofed  between  two  fires.    Never  did  French  valour  appear 
more  confpicuous:   after  incredible  eiForts,  TourvilU  broke 
through  the  enemy,  and  efcaped  a  purfuit  by  the  feafonable 
interpofition  of  night.    The  fleets,  however,  were  fb  feat- 
tereo,  that  they  could  not  get  clear  of  the  allies  by  the  next 
morning.    They  kept  the  windward,  which  prevented   his 
making  the  next  day  for  La  Hague  ;  but  declined  renewing 
the  engagement.    On  the  third  day  fome  of  the  divifions  on 
both  fides  came  to  an  adion,  in  which  the  French  were 
worfted.    Several  other  rencounters  happened,  which  always 
proved  favourable  to  the  confederates.*    At  length,  Tourville^ 
fquadron  was  intirely  defeated  and  difperfed ;  and  by  the  de- 
ftru£fcion  of  fixteen  capital  (hips,  including  thofe  burnt  in  La 
Hague  by  Roake  and  AUemanie^  a  fatal  blow  was  ^ven  to  the 
marine  of  France^  and  the  defcent  on  England  wholly  frus- 
trated.   Cenfure  is  the  infeparable  attendant  on  di(appoint«, 
ment.    TaurviUe  was  blanled  by  the  French  for  engaging  rafh* 
ly.      The  Englijh  nation,  who  expeded,  from  their  great 
fuperiority,  to  fee  the  French  fleet  brought  in  triumph  into  the 
river  Thames^  did  not  refrain  from  afperfing  the  chara£ter  of 
jtllemande  and  xht  Dutch  oSictxs.    They  in  their  turn  recrimi- 
nated \  and  had  even  the  boldnefs  to  auert,  that  admiral  Cor- 
ier  ^,  a  gallant  EngUJb  oflicer  who  loft  his  life  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  corrupted.     They  even  threw  reflections  upon 
Rujfers  condud,  and  highly  blamed  his  difpofition  and  tardi- 
nefs  in  clofing  with  TaurviUe^  after  the  Dutch  were  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  van-    Thefe,  however,  are  the  fuggeftions 
of  prejudice  and  paflion.    Fa£ls  evince  that  both  admirals 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  gallantry.    The  fiates  did  juftice  to 
the  valour  and  condu£t  of  Allemande ;  Fbifjel  became  the  dar- 
ling of  the  EngUJb  nation ;  and  pofterity  muft  confefs,  that 
Taurville  performed  every  duty  of  a  brave  and  able  feaman, 
who  had  received' exprels  orders  to  fight,  againft  his  own 
judgment. 
A.  D.        Though  the  marine  of  France  languifhed,  inxonfequence 
1693.    of  the  fatal  defeat  at  La  Hague ^  Lewis  made  the  moft  fpirited 
efforts  to  reftore  its  ftrength  and  vigour.    Animated  by  difap- 

^  Id.  ibid.    VoLTAiRB  Siec]e>  t.  i.    Smollet,  Ralph,  and 
the  Engliih  Hiftorians. 

point* 


or  Republic  tf  Holland.  '53^ 

pcintment,   that  monarch,  fruitful  in  re(burce$,  ordered  all 
the  (hips  in  his  ports  to  be  equipped.     AU  hands  were  fet'to 
work  in  building  ne\v  veflels.    So  much  bufinefs  was  carried 
on  in  the  docks,  that  a  fpedator  would  have  imagined  the 
vrhole  attention  of  the  adminiftration  was  employed  in  repair- 
ing the  navy,  and  putting  the  fleet  in  a  rerpe£lable  pofture. 
£efore  the  month  of  "Jtme^  a  fleet  as  numerous  as  the  fprmer, 
but  manned  with  perfons  who  had  fcarce  ever  beheld  a  ihip, 
put  to  feia  under  T'tff/m&i  who  was  kept  in  the  command, 
notwithftanding  the  French  nation  was  exafperated  at  his  con- 
duA  in  the  laft  a£tion.    The  intention  of  this  armament  was 
to  intercept  a  large  fleet  of  EngUJh  and  Dutch  merchantmen, 
outward-bound  for  Spain  and  Portugal.    Sir  George  Rooke^zni 
rear-admiral  Vandergoes  were  appointed  to  efcort  this  fleet, 
with  a  fquadron  compofed  of  thirteen  EngUJh  and  eight  DutA 
men  of  war.    On  the  twenty-third,  turning  Cape  Vincent^ 
they  defcried  the  French  fquadron  ;  and  the  two  men  of  war 
in  the  van  exchanged  a  few  broadfides  with  the  enemy,  after 
which  they  flackened  fail,  and  waited  for  the  remainder  of 
the  convoy.    A  calm  prevented  Tourville*s  coming  up,  and 
the  van  of  his  fleet  did  not  chufe  to  run  the  hazard  of  enter- 
ing deeply  into  an  engagement,  before  they  had  a  profpedl  of 
being  fupported.    For  four  days  the  two  fleets  were  in  fight, 
without  coming  to  an  adtion  :  at  lad  an  opportunity  offered 
to  begin  the  attack,  which  TourvilU  embraced  with  great  ala- 
crity.   His  great  fuperiority  rendered  the  event  almoft  certain; 
and  Sir  George  Rooke  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  impoflSbility  of 
faving  the  fleet  under  his  convoy,  by  the  utmoft  diverfion  he 
could  make,  that  he  endeavoured  to  decline  battle,  and  make 
the  firft  harbours  he  could  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal.    The  enemy,  however,  came  up  with  the  fternmoft 
fliipfi,   where  they  were  gallantly  received   by  three  Dutch 
men  of  war,  who  fought  with  afloniOiing  refolution,  and  for 
fomc  time  employed  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  French  admi- 
ral.   After  they  were  furrounded,  they  obftinately  refufed  to  ffj^ 
ftrike,  until  the  greater  part  of  the  fleet  under  their  convoy  French 
had  got  into  the.  ports  of  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar.     At  laft  ihtdeftr&y  a 
Dutch  (hips  were  taken,  and  with  them  about  thirty  merchant-  mtn^er  tf 
men;   moft  of  which  TourvilU  either  burnt  or  funk,  after ^nglifh 
taking  out  their  cargoes.    TourvilU  is  juflly  cenfured  for  not  «*^I^utch 
dividing  his  ftrength,  by  which  he  could  have  prevented  the  *^^*''*^* 
poflibility  of  an  efcape ;  and  Sir  George  Rooke  is  perhaps  no^'^'* 
lefs  blameable  for  not  engaging,  and  thereby  giving  the  mer- 
chant-fleet an  opportunity  of  efcaping.    Both  the  French  and 
^confederates  were  difpleafed ;  the  one  that  the  whole  convoy 
Wi^n9tta!^eni  theother,  that  any  part  fbould  have  fallen 
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into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  TourvlUe^  to  repair  hif 
error,  attempted  to  burn  the  combined  fleet  in  the  baj 
of  Cadiz ;  but  fuch  prudent  meafures  bad  been  taken,  as 
difconcerted  his  projed.  He  had  no  better  fuccefs  in  ano- 
ther attempt  he  made  to  cut  the  merchant-(hips  out  of  the 
J  bay  of  Gibraltar.  Two  frigates  and  feveral  armed  boats  were 
employed  in  this  enterprise ;  but  the  gallantry  of  the  DutA 
and  Englijh  failors  obliged  them  io  retire.  He  however  re- 
newed the  attack,  aoo  fent  fire0iips  among  the  enemy,  hj 
which  means  feven  Danijh^  four  Engl^fl}^  two  Gitrnfe^  am  fix 
Dutch  merchantmen  were  deftrt^ed.  Thus  ended  an  expedi- 
tion»  unfortunate  indeed  to  the  alliies,  as  well  as  to  {^ymc,  neu- 
tral nations,  and  neither  glorious  nor  beneficial  to  Frxmce. 

Mean  time  the  campaign  y\Flanders  went  on  with  great 
vigour.    The  battle  of  Landeu  was  loft  by  ^  allies^   and 
the  king  of  England^s  reputation ,  was  ibmewhat  diminiihed  ' 
for  not  avoiding  an  a<^ion,  in  circumftance^  when'  even  a 
victory  could  have  produced  no  foUd  advantage,  and  he  couU 
fcarcely  hope  not  to   be  defeated.     Frofut  magnified  her 
triumph,  and  the  allies  concealed  their  difgrace*    Charlern 
furrendered  to  Luxemburg^  and  thb  was  almoft  the  only  fruit 
of  a  vidory  dearly  purcbafed,  and  highly  celebrated.    ThI 
French  general's  addrefe  in  improving  every  advantage*  and  th« 
king  of  England^s  alertneis  in  repairing  an  error,  acquired  bodl 
immortal  honour.    It  was  now  that  the  confederates,  and  ia 
particular  the  ftates-general,  began  to  complain  of  the  con-* 
du<a  of  the  5w//}  cantons,  who  had  engaged  to  obfervean 
exa£l  neutrality.    The  reduction  of  Namur^  and  the  vifio- 
ri^  at  Steinkirk  and  Narwindi  or  Laadm^  were  attributed  to 
Alterca-    ^^  valour  of  their  troops  in  the  fervice  of  Frame,   The  ftatcs 
tion  he-     alledged,  that  hiring  out  their  forces  to  Lewis  was  contrary 
injMin  tbi  to  the  neutrality  they  profefled,  and  ana£(ual  hdlility  againft 
Swifs  can-  the  allies.   Befides,  by  the  treaty  ofASlan^  the  cantons  eng^ 
ions  and    that  their  troops  in  the  French  pay  fliould  only  be  emplc^cd  in 
$he  allies,   the  defence  of  towns,  of  which  Lewis  was  pofleflcd  in  the 
year  1663.    In  confidcration  of  this^  Spain  and  the  empire 
had  paid  them  a  fubfidy,  which  was  doubled  at  the  approach 
of  the  prefent  war,  when  they  renewed  their  engagements 
DOt.to  aft  oiFenfively.     In  all  the  late  a£l;ions  it  appeared 
there  had  been  near  thirty  battalions  of  Swifs  infantry,  who 
had  fought  with  the  fame  defperate  fury  and  animofity,  as  if 
the  cantons  had  been  at  a£lual  war  with  the  omfederates* 
The  courts  of  Fienn^  and  Madrid  now  joined  the  ftates-ge- 
neral,  in  remonftrances  upon  this  proceeding  fo  contrary  to  tht 
intention  pf  treaties,  and  the  faith  of  folemn  engagements^ 
The  moft  ipirited  memorials  were  prefented.anddilregarM 
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TThc  emperor  and  Catholic  king  expreffed  their  refenttoent, 
not  only  by  flopping  the  fubfidies,  but  by  cutting  off  all  com- 
munication between  Switzerland  and  their  Italian  dominions. 
In  particular,  they  forbad '  their  fulje^b  to  fell  corn  to  the 
Swifsj  which,   upon  account  of  the  fcarcity  then  reigning 
in  France^  put  the  cantons  to  great  neceffity  ;   but  even  this 
could  not  prevail  on  them  to  withdraw  their  forces,  and  re- 
nounce their  engageipents  with  Lewis^  who  buoyed  them  up 
with  lofty  promifes,  and  encouraged  them  by  feme  real  ad- 
vantages.    They  even  declared  to  the  envoys  of  Spain  and 
the  empire,  and  to  the  deputies  di  Holland^  that  they  would 
lay  themfelves  under  no  reftraint,  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  had  no  intention  of  giving  offence  to  the  allies.     At 
lall  the  affair  was  difcuffed  at  a  diet  at  Baden.  ,  Expedients 
were  propofed  \    but  they  proved  infufHcient  and  unfatisfac- 
^ory  to  all  parties.    Yet  the  interpofition  of  the  Profeftant 
cant6ns,  and  the  refolution  formed  by  feveral  of  the  Catholic 
divifions  of  this  republic,  influenced  the  emperor  and  king 
of  Spain  to  remove  the  prohibition  refpefling   grain,    and 
again  to  open  the  communicatron  between  Switzerland  and 
their  dominions  *. 

While   th6  confederates  were  endeavouring  to  weaken 
the  common  enemy,  by  gaining  over  fome  of  the  beft  troops 
in  the  French  army,   an  occafional  congrefs  fat  at  Cologn^ 
compofed  of  ambafladors  from  England^  Holland^  the  em- 
peror, the  eleflors  of  Treves^  Cologn^  Brandenburg^  Bdvaria^ 
Sdxony^  and  Palatine^  the  landgrave  of  Hejfe^  and  bifhop  of 
Munjier.    The  defign  of  this  congrefs  was  to  reconcile  all 
the  jarring  interefts  of  the  confederates,  to  determine  the 
different  proportions  of  expence,  and  to  accelerate  all  the 
previous  fteps  to  opening  the  campaign.     Unhappily,  conten- 
tidns  arofe  about  the  chief  commaftd  of  the  army  on  the 
Rhine^  which  could  not  fail  of  prejudicing  the  intereft  of  the 
confederacy,  and  proving  as  ferviceable  to  France  as  if  an 
aftual  ally  had  been  gained.     Nor  was  France  more  fortunate  * 
in  this  particular  than  fuccefsful  in  the  intrigues  carried  on 
at  the  Portij  to  retard  the  pacification  in  treaty  between  the 
emperor  and  the  Grand  Signior.    Such  influence  and  credit  fi&^Dutck 
had  the  French  ambaffador  acquired  in  the  divan,  that  Heemf-  e»vty  is 
iiriy  the  Dutch  envoy,   could  neither  obtain  an  audience,  r^ai^</ix« 
nor  an  anfwer  to*  the  propof^s  which  he  had  delivered  in  audience 
writing  to  the  vizier.     It  is  true,  he  was  treated  with  great  ^'  Con- 
refpeft,  and  the  denial  of  his  requeft  palliated  by  apobgies  l^antino- ' 
and  pretences  of  the  neceflity  of  waiting  until  the  arriv?!  ofP^®^ 
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lord  PageU  expeded  upon  an  ambafiy  from  England ;  but  lY 
was  evident,  on  that  nobleman's  appearance  at  court,  that 
the  allies  had  nothing  to  exped.  The  vizier  exprefled  the 
iahse  backwardnefs  to  a  negotiation  :  at  lafl  he  threw  ofFthe 
mafque,  and  began  openly  to  make  preparations  for  opening 
the  campaign, 

I^EWIS  was  thus  fweeping  all  before  him  in  the  cabinet 
and  the  field,  when  the  two  maritiqie  powers  were  preparing 
to  wipe  ofF  the  difgrace  their  fleet  had  lately  fuflained,  and 
to  repair  the  lofs  by  fome  ftroke,  which  fhould  at  leaft  weaken 
the  enemy,  if  it  fhould  contribute  nothing  to  their  own  emo- 
lument.    The  diligence  employed  in  equipping  a  fleet  in 
England  and  Holland  attrafiled  the  eyes  of  all  Europe.     It 
was  obvious,  that  refentment  fpurred  them  on  to  level  a  mor- 
tal blow,  and  it  foon  appeared  where  the  ftroke  was  aimed, 
^U  Ma.    by  the  arrival  of  the  combined  fleet  before  St.  Male's.   This 
lo'<  ^mt-    however  formed  oiily  a  part  of  the  fcheme  concerted  by  the 
imdtd.      allies.    No  more  than  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  four  bomb 
ketches,  and  ten  brigantines,  were  feht  to  bombard  this  place. 
The  fquadron  anchored  {November  13)  before  j^iW  fort: 
three  of  the  bomb  veflels,   with  a  number  ofbrigantincs 
and  well  boats,  bore  down  and  anchored  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  town.    They  continued  firing  for  five  hours,  and  were 
then  obliged  to  tow  off,    from  an  apprehenfion  of  being 
grounded.    For  feveral  fubfequent  days    they  continued  to 
throw  in  bombs,  with  frequent  intermiflions,  and  at  length, 
under  favour  of  a  brisk  gale,  a  dark  night,  and  a  flrong  tide, 
they  fent  in  a  prodigious  firefhip  of  three  hundred  tons  bur- 
then, which  would  probably  have  reduced  the  town  to  aihes, 
had  (he  not  happily  for  the  inhabitants  ftruck  upon  a  rock, 
upon  which  the  engineer  fet  fire  to  the  train.    The  explolion 
was  dreadful ;    it  fhook  l;)ie  whole  town  like  an  earthquake^ 
broke  all  glafs  and  earthen  ware  for  three  leagues  round,  and 
unroofed  three  hundred  houfes.'   The  curtain  towards  the 
fea  was  broke  down,  and  had  there  been  a  fufEcIent  number 
of  land  forces  on  board  the  fquadron,  the  town  might  eafily 
have  been  taken  by  florm  *.    Such  was  the  ilTue  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  St.  Malo\  which^ftruck  apanic  into  the  inhabitants 
of  the  whole  coaft  of  France,  and  evinced  the  French  king  of 
the  power  and  fpirit  of  th^  two  maritime  allies,  tho'  it  pro- 
duced no  other  confequence. 
A.  D.        The  winter  produced  overtures  for  a  peace.    Lewis  had 
1694.     reduced  cities,  gained  battles,  and  difperfed  fleets ;  yet  in  the 
midft  of  vidory  and  triumph,  he  wifhed  for  an  accommoda- 
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loan  upon  terms  not  injurious  to  his  honour.  Already  he 
had  difperfed  at  the  courts  of  the  Girman  princes,  a  manifefto 
containing  his  pacific  fentiments  and  conditions  of  peace  to 
the  emperor.  Thefe  propoials,  though  advantageous  to  the 
imperial  court,  were  rejected :  however,  not  difcouraged 
with  one  repulfe,  Lewis  applied  him&lf  to  the  king  of  Great-' 
Britain  and  the  fiates -general,  by  means  of  the  Danijh  en- 
voys at  London  and  the  Hague,  who  prefented  memorials 
with  a  proje£l  for  a  general  peace*  To  the  ftates  were  re- 
prefented  the  particular  advantages  they  muft  derive  from 
accepting  the  propofals.  A  barrier  was  offered  that  fhould 
remove  all  inquietude  and  caufe  of  apprehenlion  in  the 
United  Provinces.  Mons  and  Namur  it  was  intended  (hould 
be  ceded  to  Spain^  Charkroi  ihould  be  demoliflied,  the  town 
and  citadel  of  Ht^  were  to  be  redored  to  the  biihop  of  Liege^ 
and  Dinant  and  Bmllon  were  to  be  indemnified,  by  uniting  , 

to  the  brifliopric  fuch  a  portion  of  the  dutchy  of  Luxem^ 
iurgi  as  Ihould  be  affigned  by  arbiters.  The  Danijh  envoy 
added,  that  the  ftates-general  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
power  of  obtaining  fo  important  refiitutions,  and  of  termi« 
nating  to  fo  much  advantage  a  war  in  which  the  allies  could 
not  poffibly  think  they  had  been  very  fortunate.  He  likewife 
took  it  upon  him  to  declare,  that  the  moflChriftian  king  would 
make  no  attempts  to  extend  his  dominions  on  the.  fi^e  of  the 
Netherlands^  and  that  from  his  prefent  pacific  difpofition  fuch 
farther  conditions  would  be  granted  as  (hould  be  found  juft 
and  equitable.  Neither  the  king  nor  the  ftates  chofe  to  enter 
upon  negociations,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
allies,  and  the  emperor,  had  not  only  rqeded  the  propofals, 
but  fent  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  to  England^  to  keep  the  Eng' 
Jijb  fleady  in  their  engagements.  He  took  the  Hague  in  his 
way,  had  an  audience  of  the  fiates,  warmly  reprefented  to 
them  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war,  and  difpelled  all 
doubts  which  might  arife  about  the  expediency  of  trying  the 
fortune  of  another  campaign.  In  truth,  king  tFilliam  had  not 
yet  fatiated  his  revenge.  Every  general  adlion  had  proved  un- 
fortunate, and  he  panted  after  an  opportunity  of  wiping  ofF 
the  difgrace  of  fo  many  defeats.  The  ftates  were  entirely  led 
by  his  opinion,  and  that  party  which  had  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
the  prince  of  Orange^  refigneid  itfelf  entirely  to  the  diredion 
of  the  king  of  Great-Britain ;  fuch  influence  had  he  acquired 
fince  his  accefTion  to  the  throne. 

DENMARKy  finding  her  mediation  rejected,  determined 

to  convert  this  circumftance  to  her  own  advantage.    The 

fiates-general,  fhe  was  fenfible,  would  be  fo  deeply  engaged 

in  war,  as  to  be  in  no  condition  to  attend  to  the  n^inute  af- 
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Wrefo  dif-  faii^s  of  cocninerce*  The  opportunitjf  for  renewing  tfie  otd 
paesbi'  difputes  about  the  duties  of  ^  Sound  was  favouraole.  His 
i^joun  ^anijb  majefty,  therefore,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
Benmark  late  accommodation,  or  the  neutrality  pt'ofeHed,  E^gan  firff  td 
mid  Hoi*  intimate  his  intentions,  by  afvowedly  affifting  the  French  mo- 
^^^^  liarch.  In  this  the  Swedes  concurred  with  him;  both  had 
carried  on  a  prodigious  commerce  with  France  during  the  war  | 
they  even  became  the  purveyors  of  that  kingdom  for  com, 
tiaval  ftores,  and  all  the  commodities  of  the  North.  At  tha 
the  allies  connived,  while  there  remained  hopes  of  inducing 
thofe  powers  to  accede  td  the  confederacy.  So  far  England 
and  the  allies  in  general  were  concerned  %  but  tidlland  had 
complaints  of  a  private  riiture,  in  which  ^t  Dutch  commerce 
iklone  was  interefted.  His  Danijh  majefty  had  ordered  the  an- 
tient  duties  of  the  Sound  to  be  exaSed  from  all  Dutch  (hip- 
ping, and  on  their  refufal,  they  wete  feized  arid  brought  td 
Copenhagen.  Thefe  concurring  circumftances  determined  the 
Hates  to  come  to  extremities,  and  the  king  of  England  joined 
iflue  with  them  about  the  expediency  of  making  reprizals, 
and  punifliing  the  northern  powers  for  a  breach  of  treaty  and 
profefied  neutrality.  It  was  refolved  to  make  both  the  kings 
of  Denmark  and  Sweden  fenfible,  that  notwithfianding  the 
maritime  powers  were  engaged  in  ah  important  v^ar,  they  had 
flrength  and  courage  enough  to  refent  the  infults  pf  neutral 
flates.  Accordingly  the  commanders  of  the  ,EngliJb  and 
Dutch  men  of  wair  and  privateers  had  inftru£lions_  to  ftop, 
examine,  and  feize  all  Danijh  or  Swedijh  (hipping  bound  to 
French  ports,  or  laden  with  fuch  commodities  as  teemed  de- 
ftined  for  the  markets  of  that  kingdom*  The  orders  were 
pundually  obferved ;  feveral  fliips  were  taken,  but  rione  con- 
demned, as  the  experiment  was  made,  only  to  intimidate  the 
northern  powers,  and  not  with  a  view  of  coming  to  an  open 
rupture.  The  Dutch  went  farther.  They  flopped  in  diffe- 
^  rent  ports  of  Holland  to  the  amount  of  twenty-four  Danijb 

ftiips,  of  which  they  gave  notice  to  the  Danijh  enVoy,  de- 
claring they  (hould  be  detained,  untjl  reftitufion  was  made  of 
the  Dutch  fliips  at  Copenhagen^  and  the  owners  amply  indem- 
nified for  all  the  loffes  they  might  have  fuftained  by  their  de- 
tention. A  conduft  fo  fpirited  foon  produced  the  expeded 
efFe£l:.  Sweden  not  only  avoided  making  reprifals,  but  even 
joined  her  mediation  to  the  emperor's,  in  reconciling  the  king 
of  Denmark  and  the  republic.  In  confequence  the  ihiptf 
were  mutually  reftored,  the  treaties  concerning  the  duties  of 
the  Sound  renewed,  and  all  things  placed  on  tlie  former 
footing*. 

»  Lr  Clbrc,  p.  \\t. 


er  Republic  of.  Holland.  545 

In  general  the  operatiotianoit'^this  campafgn  proved  mdre 
fbnunate  to  the  allies,  than  ^  of  the  preceding.  Several 
places  had  been  recovered  from  the  enemy,  no  battle  was  loft, 
and  the  French  king  fuffered  more  by  the  death  of  Marihal 
JLuxunburgh^  than  if  half  his  army  had  periihed  :  befides,  the 
coafts  of  his  kingdom  were  kept  in  perpetual  alarm  by  the 
ft{uadrons  of  England  and  Holland,  By  this  means  a  great 
number  of  troops  were  kept  ftationed  towards  the  coafls,  and 
a  confiderable  revulfion  was  made  from  that  ftreneth  which 
Lewis  would  otherwife  have  exerted  in  the  NUkerlands.  Breji 
^as  bombarded  by  the  combined  fleets  ;  Dieppe  2L(terw^rds  met 
ivith  the  fame  fate,  and  more  than  half  the  town  was  laid 
in  aflies  5  adverfe  winds  probably  faved  it  from  total  de- 
ftrudion.  Having  finiflied  this  bufmefs,  the  allied  fleet  pro- 
ceeded to  Havre  de  Grace^  where  they  began  bombarding 
wth  fuch  fuccefe,  that  in  a  few  hours  the  town  was  on  iirey 
and  before  they  quitted  their  ftation,  the  citadel  almoftdemo- 
liihed  ;  in  a  word,  an  univerfal  panic  feited  the  inhabitants  of 
the  coaft,  the  innocent  induftrious  fubject^  were,  puniihed  for 
the  ambition  of  the  fovereign,  and  a  method  of  waging  war 
vras  now  adof>ted  by  civilized  nations,  which  would  be  re- 
garded with  horror  by  the  moft  barbarous. 

While  the  grand  armament  was  thu«  employed  in  defolat-  S^a  fight  - 
ing  the  enemy's  country,  a  Dvtih  fquadron  of  eight  men  o^ between 
■war,  under  the  condu<5i  of  JrBdde^dr  Fries ^  fell  in  with  the /i'^  French 
famous  du  Bart^  and  his  fquadron  of  feven  fhips  of  the  lfne««^Dutch 
and  three  frigates.     The  Duteh  admiral  had  a  confiderable^A'^-^* 
fleet  under  his  convoy,  and ivdoald  if  pofiible  have  declined  an 
engagement;    but  duBart  ported,  overtook  and   attacked 
him  between  the  Metife  and  .the  Texel.     The  difpute  proved 
obftinate.  D2<£^rf  fought  with  bis  ufual  intrepidity;  he  board- 
ed de  Vries^  and  tho'  vigoroufI)C fuftained  was  repu lied  with  lofs. 
Had  the  Dutch  captains  fupported  their  admiral,  the  French^ 
mo/l.  would  have  found  hinpfelf  roughly  handled  ;  but  the  tQV» 
ror  o^  die  Bart  s  name  kept  them  aloof,  while  rf^  Fries^  co- 
vered with  wolindsv  was  fmgly  'engaged.     The  event  was 
unfortunate;  . he  was  taken  prilbner,  and  great  part  of  the 
merchant,  fleet  under  his  care  .fell  into  the    hands  of  the 
enemy  (A).   . 

On 

(A)  Dutch  writers,   tO  qua-  faade  the  world,  that  du  Bart\ 

Hfy  the  difgrace  rcfulting  from  fquadron  was  compofed  of  large 

this '  defeat,  endeavour  to  per-  men  of  war ;  whereas  it  really 
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Ok  the  return  of  the  fqu^diNPt  Jo  IhUand^  all  the  ctptqjm 
V^ere  cafhiefed,  and  the  itatesrconfeileid  for  their  k)&  by  ticw9 
from  the  Eafi-Indies^  that  Pandickerry  had  fur  tendered  lo  tb^ 
governor-general  of  Baiaviay  with  all  the  artillery,  ftores,  aoj 
iperchandtze  belonging  to  the  Fr^nfih- company,  UposAc 
whole,  the  confederates  had  greatly  the  advantage  by  fea  dut 
jeafon.  Beftdes,  the  incidents  we  have  mentionM),  tb^  rt^ 
jjieved  Bar^lona^  blocked  up  Td^rviik,  and  bombarded  Dwh 
,Hrk  and  Calaii,  Dunkirk  bad,  for  time  iqameoiortal*  faeeii 
jtbe  great  rendezvous  of  privateers  in  every  war«  £yeaai 
far  back  as  the  reign  of  Philif  \h  of  Sepain^  the'  com^ 
IDoerce  of  the  Netherlands  was  greatly  diflurhed  fr<M3i  thii 
quarter,  and  frequent  attempts  had  been  made  to  deftrcry.the 
town  and  harbour.  It  had  fuoceiSvely  been  in  the  hao4 
/9f  the  Spaniards  f  Frenchy  and  EngUJbi  and  Lfims  found  mean 
l^phave  it  reAored  to  bimfor  a  fum  ol  money,  in  the  diflbliUi 
reign  of  Charles  II.  The  alliea  had  long  meditated  an  at^ 
lack  on  Dunkirky  but  it  was  always  laid  afide  on  account  of 
jthe  hazard  and  difficulty  of  the  enterprize.  At  laft  Sir 
Cloudejky  Shfivd  fet  fail  from  the  Downs  on  the  I4$h  of  Sip' 
timber^  and  arrived  be;fore  the  harbour  with  a  fquadron  of 
thirteen  Englijh  and  fix  Dutch  {hips  pf  the  line,  and  a  great 
namber  of  frigates  and  bomb- ketches.  The  garrifon  and  ia« 
habitants  wer^  greatly  alarmed  ;  they  ftnt  to  marflial  FUlenji 
then  at  Tpres^  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  fleet,  and  ho 
icame  to  their  affifta«K:e  with  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
pne  pf  dragoons.  Shovel  was  dm&tious  of  afph-ix^  after 
glory,  and  eager  to  collet);  laurels ;  but  all  hia  endeavours 
Were  fruflrated  hy  the  ftr^ngth  of  the  place,  and  the  vigilaqce 
of  the  garrifon.  In  (hort,  he  returned,  after  having  throwa 
the  place  into  confternatioii,  and  alarmed  Calais  fay  fome 
bombs  which  he  threw  into  diie  tQWn«  / 

Religious  Tow  ARD  s  tho  clofe  of  this  year,  the  theological  controTer? 
difpuiisin  ftes  that  had  fo  long  difturbed  the  provbces'  were  naw  a^ain 
^olland.  revived.  King  William^  b^e^e  .hia  i^eceffion  to  the  throne  of 
England^  bad  filenced  fome  rifiog  difputeSyhyhis  authority 
as  (ladtholder.  He  was  now  again  forced  to  interpo&,  and 
it  was  at  bis  requeft  that  the  ftates  of  HolUmd  and  Fri^elmd 
publifhed  an  ordonnance  pti  the  i8th  day  of  Seplember^  ht 


bi 


lonfiiled  of  light,   neat,  clean*  difcontent, retired intothe/'rY«A 
>nitt  privateers  (i).    They  like-    fervjce )  b(it  fh^B^y  do  not  T<HKb 

^|fe  afBrm  that  he  was  a  Dutch-    this  fa^  by  proper  auAoritiesi^* 

ma^  by  birth^  who,  upon  fome 

(i)  SiecU,  u\. 


*H^  ^fer^aiioit  rf  die  pm»  af  tlifc  rtferrtfcd  churtii,  and 
tht  trnHpiiftitjr  of  t!rt  f^ovitttes.    By  thte  rcgtrtation,  equally 
{MTutknt  nn^  neiteti&fy)  it<i^s  olp4ai«ie4  ithftt  aR  cicdlors,  pro- 
^Ais,  and  tedhirers  In  diviyiity,»  ttig^tier  with  th«  clergy  <i( 
'  Itie  ftAirtn«d  chdvtii  ^  HMstnd  and  Friffeland,  fliould  ton- 
^ftmn  ill  ^1  theilr  WritfiAgs^'pr^tfehinl^  and  le^^es,  to  the  fbr- 
«ffiilafy  contiiti«d  feift  this  catecJhtihi)  c&n^&ffion,  and  catrom  of 
thfe  national^  f^iiod  of  DdNk*e^\  a^id  x\m  tlity  (hotdd  live  in 
th€i  litiihGft  ^6rdMity»  th«rit]^,  aA4  brotherly  affedtioti,  without 
^^ute^  <tifcuAoJII>  bt  contt^iteify  tf^n  t^ointe  already  fettldl 
^  tl»e«^reh.    That  With  rtffpeift  t<>  ctktaiii  drfficdlt  ttiattbtt 
left  ntKtetftrmined  by  f^^  national  fy^nod,  th^fe  they  were  of- 
tiensd  iidt  ^  ttDuch  tipOA^  dr  iDKplaifl  aAf  otherwife  thatl  waa 
«bKh0riMd  ^  thtt  'ft>ri{>ti»'M,  and  the  ^eral  fenft  of  Hiif 
fyn&i  bf  Di^rir^St     That  (hejr  ttioiAa  inttddiiCfe  mto  thcit 
%lH:ktligl»)  ftl-mons,  leiSar^9$  br  ^ablit  tottrfes  bf  every  kind; 
tu>  uivedttlMbft  aktom^j  lid  dff()Uted  principles,  Ao  novel  opi* 
ikiotiaof  d0iiMMs>,  ^^^mmA^  tftey*ii^r«  ordei-^  to  dbftain 
fitsm  ^Atevcf  «buM  ftufe  doobtt^  create  (bhifms  or  difrifions 
atewng  thfe  pect)le  j  tttld  if  ttiwu^  ir»advertettc6  iny  of  thcrft 
fiiduid  have  given  rodtt  fcir*  dftp^tation,  they  ■were  required  td 
ivtanuSt,  t)r  «ftpteih  ^hat  th^y  had  ttdvaticed,  tigreesible  to  th6 
eftabliflkid  faith.    All  p^of^^ri  werk  farther  enjoined  frcmi 
•ttwwragitjg  th«if  pupiU  to  apply  phikffaphy  to  ^t  myfteries 
ef  the  Obriftiiih  twigi^ii.    They  Were  brdered  t6  cofifihe  this 
kind  of  t^afonittg  to  mitti^^  purely  pMIofophical,  ktid  not  td 
examine  by  thb  ti^  of  reafoii,  v^kt  was  intended  by  the 
auMhM  of  <nir  feeing  «o  Exceed  reafort.    tjport  the  tiHidlfe,  the 
ftBm  bf  th^  fchurch  were  fevemJy  retjoefted  to  be  vigilant 
0Vtt  th6i^  HdtkJ^  And  to  cukivfttfc  fobriety,  detetifcy,  good 
erder^  and  devotioifi  a^ong  ail  tanks  and  degrees  of  the  peo- 
ple.   The  oMionhfthce  had  a  good  effed,  and  fopprdTed  iii 
«lil^  birth)  ^ot^ttovetrfies  whidi  might  iti  time  hare  created 
.  ffwch  tmuble  m  the  governfnetn  K 

TWE  operations  of  the  fiicceeding  eampaign  retrieved  the  A.  0; 
nrpMIMn  of  king  ff^tUium  \  but  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  1695. 
th«t«iatecbri  Laxemhurg  was  now  dead,  and  the  command  of 
the  »ntiy  given  to  fiUtrni^  k  general  neither  fequal  to  the 
marechal  in  capacity  lidr  c^cpertence.  Namur^  defended  by 
M^ufflef^i  at  the  head  df  a  ntunerous  garrifon,  and  covered  by 
a  fermidablfe  •  itnny,'  farrehdered  to  king  WiUiam ;  and  the 
FrtHch  king)  in  revenge,  ofdertd  Bih*JJils  tt)  be  bombarded  \ 

*  Suite  de  Hill,  dc  NfiuvttLE,  t  ii.  p.  44*  *  Univer. 
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This  was  followed  by  the  bombardment  of  Calais^  and  fomt 
attempts  upon  other  iea-ports  on  the  coaft  of  France*      But 
thefe  fuccefTes,  though  they  infpirited  the  allies,  weakened 
Liwh^  and  drew  the  war  nearer  an  iffuey  produced  no  imine- 
diate  advantage*    The  ftates-geoeral  had  profecuted  the  war 
with  great  vigour,  in  hopt  of  obtaining  fuch  a  peace  as  \ffrould 
recompenfe  the  expence  and  trouble  of  fupporting  vaft  armies 
and  fleets.     It  was  expefled  that  every  campaign  would  be  the* 
laft,  and  this  encouraged  the  people  to  fubmit  to  the  heavy 
taxes  with  which  they  were  loaded.     Their  frequent  diiap^ 
pointment  irritated  them,  and  in  all  the  provinces  they  began 
to  excUim  loudly  againft  meafurps  calculated  only  to  opprefs 
Infurrec^    the  iiiduflrious  fubje6l,  and  ruin  commerce.    A  new  tax  laid 
Hon  at      upon  burial^,  by  the  magiftrates  of  ^i!ij/?^^ifft  was  highly  re- 
Amfter-    fented  by  the  populace  \  though  the  inteiition  was  to  abolifh 
dam.         a  pernicious  cuftom,  that  prevailed  in  almoft  all  the  towns  of 
the  United  Provinces,  of  giving  public  entertainmerKs,    of 
feafiing,  and  rioting,  upon  occafions  where  decency  required 
the  moft  folemn  condu£l  and  ftri^  temperarKre^    No  fooner 
was  the  refolution  of  the  magiftrates  known,  than  (bme  evil«» 
difpofed  perfons  excited  a  popular  tumult,  by  perfuading  the 
vulgar,  that  all  who  were  unable  to  pay  the  tax  muft  be  buried 
with  fuch  marks  of  ignomiiiy  as  would  render  infamous  the 
memory  of  the  decealed,  and  add  infult  to  poverty.     £very 
thing  was  done  to  corre^  this  prejudice;  but  the  mob  conti^ 
nually  increafed.    The  whole  rabble  of  >/^/^r^am,  foreigners 
and  natives,  aiTembled  to  oppofe  the  regulation }  and  there 
were  not  wanting  feveral  fubftantial  citizens  who  regarded  the 
aew  tax  as  unjuft  and  iniquitous.    The  i;nob  threatened  ta 
fet  iire  to  the  city  \  all  was  in  confufion,  ihops  were  ihut  upy 
and  every  kind  of  bufinefs  at  a  ftand.     It  was  difficult  to  ap* 
ply  remedies  to  fo  defperate  a  difeafe :  the  military  force  in 
the  city  was  infufliciei^t  to  difperfe  fo  vaft  a  concourie.     The 
A .  D.     feditious  were  emboldened  by  the  defencelefs  condition  of  the 
1696.     magiftracy :  they  flew  to  the  houfe  of  M.  B^neU  one  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  city,  forced  open  the  doors,  poured  in 
like  a  torrent,  pillaged,  deftroyed,  and  threw  into  the  canal 
his  elegant  and  rich  furniture.     By  this  time  captain  Spaaroggt 
bad  colleded  a  body  of  foldiers,  with  which  he  haftened  Co 
the  defence  of  Boreer^  houfe.     He  fired  upon  the  mob  ;  but 
was  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  that  he  was  forced  to  retfeat  to 
his  own  houfe.     Thither  the  mob  punfued,  deftroyed  all  be- 
fore them,  and  committed  evejy  violence  of  which   an  in« 
cenied  baital  populace  is  capable.     Happily  for -/i!w/?^r4i?OT, 
xii^kt  came  on  before  they  could  proceed  to  farther  bufinefs : 

this 
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this  determined  them  to  poftpone  the  work  until  next  morn-^  . 
ing  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  every  man  retired  quietly  to  his 
own  dwelling,  as  if  ndthing  had  pafled*  By  day- light  pla-» 
cards  were  fixed  up  in  all  public  places,  giving  notice,  that 
Che  tax,  which  had  given  fo  much  oiFence,  (hould  not  take 
place.  Orders  were  likewife  ilTued  for  all  the  burghers  and 
ibldiers'to  afiemble  under  arms.  Endeavours  were  alfo  made 
-Co  mount  a  few  companies  of  horfe,  which  were  compofed  of 
all  the  young  gentlemen  in  the  city,  perfons  of  diilindion  in 
public  offices,  and  rich  merchants.  Thefe  precautions,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  the  rabble  from  aflembling,  and  attack- 
ing in  a  body  the  houfe  of  Kirby^  the  Englijb  conful,  who, 
they  alledged,  had  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a  tax  upon  burials. 
Here  ^bey  were  repulied  with  great  vigour ;  upon  which  they 
turned  their  indignation  againft  a  Jew^  diilingutflied  by  the 
name  of  the  rich  Pinto.  To  this  refolution  Amjierdam  pro- 
bably owed  its  fafety.  In  an  inftant  the  whole  Jiwijh  quar- 
ter was  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  prodigious  wealth, 
amafied  with  indefatigable  induflry.  To  them  the  burghers 
joined  themfelves,  both  marching  in  good  order  againft  the 
ieditious,  who,  ftruck  with  the  formidable  appearance  of  glit- 
tering arms,  began  to  difperfe.  Some  were  feized  loaded 
ivith  rich  plunder,  and  immediately  hanged ;  which  produced 
fuch  an  eiFed,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  minutes  the  ftreets 
wereintirely  cleared,  and  the  city  reflored  to  its  former  tran- 
quillity. However,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  remdve  all 
caufe  of  fre(h  infurred^ions,  and  to  annul  the  edi6t  paflled  for 
levying  the  new  impofition.  The  whole  afFair  ended  with 
the  publication  of  a  great  reward  to  whoever  ihould  difcover 
the  authors  of  this  fedition.  It  was  (brewdly  fufpeded  that; 
feme  perfons,  who  were  enemies  to  the  magiftracy,  had  ex- 
cited  the  people  \  but  proofs  never  appeared  to  juflify  the 
iufpicion  *. ' 

Nothing   confidcrable  this  year  was  performed  in  the  The 
Netherlands ;    and  as  to  the    naval  operations,    they  were  French 
equally  unimportant.     The  only  incident  that  merits  notice, y«^^0/«^ 
is  the  misfortune  of  a  fleet  oi Dutch  merchantmen  homeward-  h/'^- 
bound  from  Portugal^  which  fell  in  with  du  Barfs  fquadron 
of  privateers.    The  merchant  fleet,  amounting  to  two  hun-' 
dred  fail,  was  under  the  convoy  of  five  frigates,  who  were  at- 
tacked by  the  enemy's  largeft  ihips,  while  the  others  were 
dealing  deftru<£tion  among  the  trading  veiTels,  thirty  of  which 
tbey  had  taken.    The  fri^tes  defended  themfelves  vigoroufly, 

^  Suite  dcHift.dcNevviLLB,  t.ii*  p.  142.  \.  j 
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btit  were  at  laft  overpovrded,  an«  onlf  eict^dg.  Sctijlc  M 
the  aSion  finiflKd  whca  tbc  vifS^otiom  du  Bart  defcriedt 
i<)uadron  ofDaicb  mbn  of  War,  upon  which  he  kt  ikt  to  all  Iw 
capturea,  after  unloading  thv  itioft  valuaUe  tStHs^  and  jtab- 
ing  all  thd  cre«irs  pnfonsrs»  and  tnadethtt  beft  Tail  he  touli 
Oiil  of  the  rfach  of  danger. 

AboOt  the  dofe  oF  the  year  the  ddce  of  5^^^  dcticW 
hiitifeif  from  the  confcderacet,  accepted  of  the  terneis^iv- 
pofed  by  Lmisy  and  thus  paved  the  way  fbr  a  general  pto;i& 
catfan«  The  diike  Went  faither ;  he  not  only  ma^e  pcaoi! 
with  Fr^nct^  but  lointd  hts  troops  to  ttie  forces  of  tlidt  king^ 
doai»  which  etiahled  Lhuis  to  teitifcmie  his  army  in  the  Np- 
thgrUnds  with  fev^ai  regimenti  drmwn  frbiti  l4alf.  Pl^baUy 
this  defection  of  ao  nfe^l  diy  piovcd  fortanatc/to  tbe  oot^ 
federaftet^  as  it  inclined  diem  to  Hften  to  the  conditM 
propofed  by  the  Ft'tmch  mofietth^  who  declared  that  he  koA 
now  fiiftaiAed  a  war  fingly  agamft  all  Eurspe^  for  feveral 
fucceflive  years^  with  no  6ther  Tiew  than  tK>  eftaUifli  the  traa^ 
quillity  of  Chriftendom  on  a  more  iblid  bafis.  The  kiikg  of 
Enghnd  faw  tho  difiiciikies  that  wouM  arile  in  ftocoriog 
the  fuppltes  for  conttiiuiAg  the  war;  this  ftltef-{|«nerai  wti4 
not  d^af  to  the  ciamonrs  <>f  the  proiybces,  agaitift  tbe  famtkea 
of  takes  %  both  wer^  fenfihle  of  the  mifcbiefs  to  be  apprcfaeoM 
from  Pilani  ihould  tiie  Fundi  intereft  prevail  at  th^  eiifaing 
eledion  s  and  the  Confederates  m  general  mat  aOrare  <ji  tin 
danger,  that  other  powers  itiight  fdiow  the  example  oiStjewf^ 
and  ftrike  up  a  fapamte  peaces  It  becakne  now  a  very  ^oul 
queftion,  Wfae&ertiie  crifis  was  not  arnred  that  rendeitd 
*  it  highly  expedient  to  (heath  the  fword  ?  FrsHct  appeirdl 
forward  for  am  accomdiedation,  and  feven  went  fo  teasW 
demand  pailporta  for  M.  Cullknt^  to  go  ibo  M§ila/ul  to  hy  ihe 
bafis  of  a  general  pacification. 
Negoiia-  With  the  king  oi  England's  approbation  the  ftates  hal 
iit^s  of  granted  the  pafijports  ret^vired,  and  M.  DyhviUt  was  ap- 
teact'  pointed  to  confer  with  the  ambtrfTador^  M«  CaHigm  \m 
been  inftruded  to  grant  aU  that  wtii  demanded  by  the  itt- 
per ial  court)  refpe£lrng  the  treaties  ef  J^^ipiolidi.  amd  JVFl^* 
'guifi.  This  M.  Dykivddt  reported  to  the  deputies  appdintad 
£or  (oreign  aftai rr,  who  tranfmitted  it  to  the  itates-genml.  Af- 
ter mature  deliberation  the  ftates  dedared,  that  as  the  t^i«A 
i^onarch  had  made  the  cencdiions  required  by  ch^  ooart  of 
Vienna^  matters  were  now  in  fuch  a  fituation^  that,  in  conoBTt 
with  their  allies^  tbe  oiFered  me^iasion  oF  StiMi^ra  ttiight  be 
accepted.  A  tranfcript  of  their  refolutions  was  fent  to  the 
different  coitrti  fsi  Europe  \  but  it  ^on  appeared^  (hat  neither 
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tiie  evtf  eior  nor  the  Catholic  king  were  iktisfied  that  the 
fC^odiUpn;  offered  by  Ftim:^  were  cJtbw  iitisfe^tpry  or  ex.- 
^icit.  Yet  were  ^h^  Spmardi  fQi<;ci  to  fign  a  treaty  pf 
ItQutrality  for  Jiafy^  whereby  Lnwf  was  fpc  su  liberty  to  ein- 
^y  all  bis  ftr^gUi  in  Qirmany  and  the  ^^bfrlandi. 

T¥W  wa«  the  fitqatiga  of  affairs  during  the  winter,  and  A.  D. 
eivefy  tbii^  indicated  a  peaces  yet  did  all  the  parties  refpive  1697, 
^Q  treat  iword  in  band.  In  the  ipring  the  ufual  ^jvalihip 
;^rofc,  who  ftpul^  ftrft  co^>Ipe^ce  boftiliiies  i  ^nd  the  Putcb 
\irere  earlier  in  their  preparations  this  year  than  any  of  the 
preceding  :  however,  as  the  whole  allied  army  was  not  af- 
fembled,  no  confidcrale  enterpri^ie  was  undertaken.  The 
French  would  likewife  feem  to  have  given  their  chief  atten- 
tion to  naval  expeditions,  and  attempts  to  ruin  the  commerce 
of  the  maritime  powers.  This  fpring  their  cruizers  had  been 
extremely  fuccefsful.  A  fmall  fquadron  fet  fail  from  Dun^ 
kirk  in  the  month  of  Fehrnary^  encountered  a  fleet  of  Dutch 
and  Engl'ijh  merchantmen  o?iOJlendy  and  made  prize  of  four- 
teen veflfels,  moft  of  which  belonged  to  Holland.  Three 
"weeks  after  another  fleet  of  Dutch  merchantmen,  under  the 
convoy  of  three  men  of  war  commanded  by  admiral  Wajft^ 
naar^  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron  in  the  bay  of  Bjfcay. 
The.  enemy  were  greatly  fuperior  in  ftrep/x^h  5  but  WaJJenanr 
fought  with  great  gallantry,  and  defended  himfelf  yntil  he  . 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  His  fliip  Ihattered  in*pieces,  when 
the  next  in  command  ftruck.  The  fate  of  the  admiral  de- 
termined the  fortune  of  the  whole  fleet,  the  two  other  men 
of  war  made  but  a  (hort  refiftance,  and  with  them  were  taken 
twelve  rich  merchantmen,  laden  with  wool,  cotton,  hides,  - 
^d  other  valuable  commodities  ^. 

This  was  the  laft  act  of  hoftility  that  paflfed   between 
France  and  Holland.     As  early  as  the  month  of  February  all 
the  allied  powers,  Spain  excepted,  had  agreed  to  accept  the         •- 
mediation  of  Sweden^  which  was  accordingly  notified  in  form 
to  the  Swedijh  minifter  at  the  Hague,     By  the  ninth  day  of  Convre/s9$ 
Afay  the  congrefs  was  opened  at  Ryfwick^  when  France  pro-  Ry wick, 
pofed,  by  way  of  preliminaries,  that  the  treaties  of  IVeJlpha^ 
lia  and  Nimeguen  {hould  form  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  nego<- 
tiation  ;   that  Strajfburg  (hould  be  reftored  to  the  emperor  on 
the  fame  condition  as  before  the  war  ;  th^t  Luxemburg  ihould 
be  reftored  to  Spain^  together  with  Monsy  CharUroi^  and  all 
the  places  \n  Catalonia ^  taken  fince  the  pezce  of  Nimeguen  i, 
|hat  the  city  and  citadel  of  Dunkirk  (hould  be  ceded  to  thp 
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biihop  of  Liege  I  that  reftitution  fliQuId  be  made  to  the  other  | 
allies,  of  ail  conquefts  fince  the  peace  of  Nimeguen ;  and  that 
Lorrain  fhould  be  reftored,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the 
faid  pacification.  In  a  word,  after  tedious  conferences  the 
treaty  was  at  length  figned,  and  peace  reftored  to  Europe^ 
upon  conditions  equally  glorious  and  advantageous  to  the  al- 
lies, and  fo  unpopular  in  France j  that  the  plenipotenuaries  \ 
dared  not  for  fome  time  to  appear  in  public,  l^'he  reader 
will  find  them  fpecified  in  former  parts  of  this  work. 
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